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BISHOP BEDE BEEEMEYER, ORB.
Francis Boberh Beekmeyer was the son of Robert Alerander
Beekmeyer and Susan Maria Elizabett Muiler, who were mavvied
in the Duteh Reformed Chureh af Wolvendaal on the 8rd February
1889, The bridegroom was & Roman Jatholic, and be eameof ap
old {amily whose founder, Plarmen Beskmeyer of Prinsmunds.
came out to Coylon in 1775, Robort Alexander was ae offesr in
the Irrigation Department, and was shationed at Mabars., By his
msrriage he had two sons:  William, whe dled wheo hs wae ning-
boen years old, and Francis Robers ; and two deughiers:  Flovenos
; Marian, who married Jobn I, Peveirs, and disd in 1819, 208 Ursula

i _ Midred, whoe married John M. Persira.

: Frapois Robert Beekmeyer was bora on the 1lth Osbobar
1873, in all probabiliby ab Matara, though Colembo sand Mabaie have
also besn named ag his birthplase, ¥ig father’s death left the
family in somewhsb sbraisoned elveurnsbanses, bub the Rev, ¥r. $. 7.
B. Pergando, then ab Mabara, fouad an opening lor the widow ab
Wakale, where she wenb as Headmisbress of 8 Thomes's School,
Hevs Trancis received his esarly sdusabion, and found aunobhap
fetond, Fabber Plus Fernando, thegugh whose lnbervention prohalbly

"he way enbered ab 8, Banediot’s Colloge, Unlombo. Thenas he caime
fo 8. Anthony's College, Kandy, owing, it is supnosed, bo the frans.
for of the 8, Benedict’s Order $e Kandy., FHis desire to enter the
prigethoed led bim to the Movitiaie of the Eilvesivo-Benedickines
under the Abkot Hather Pancrazl. He was also one of the fred
stndente of the Papal Heminary at Kandy. To Bishop Pagnani he
was of invaluable hefp, and it was this Bishop who ordaized him
priest on the 24th June, 1889, Te iben took the name of Dom
Bede (the Dom standing for Dominus), and was appointed asaistant
to Fatber {0, 7. B. Farnando iz the Kandy Cabbedral, and sborbly
afvor Parish Priest, He fully juskified the appointmeni, as indeed
ha proved himself worthy of higher responsibilities a9 Vioar-General
and as Chaveollor, The parish wns & puor oue, snd ite churches
were widely scatbered in & iarge srea. Bub the young oriest faced
every difficulty wheu it arcse, and shvank from no labour or dudy
bowever hazardous. Hiz charscier snd ability came under ihe
special nobice of Mongignor Zaleski, the Papal Delegate, and wher
Bishop Pagnani died in 1911, it was the Delogate’s shrong recom-

riondabicn that led to the selestion of Fathor Bede as Bishop of
Eandy.
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Monsignor Zaleski was pleased that his recommendabion was
accepted, He spoke alter the presentation of an address tio the
new Bishop, and said: " He had known voung Boskmeyer 26
years ago, and he wabched the fair young boy from hig early years,
He was then Francis Beekmeyer, but later, when he came cut, he
found that they had changed him into Bede Beelrmseyer, and made
% priest of himd, He was happy to have heen able to make a Bishop

of him. He admired hiz moto, exuliani montes, and the coat-of- .

armg, Ha would explain thab it meant that the oross would be
planted on all the mouniains. There would be a time when Hunas.
giviva aud Hantane would dancel!”

The news of his appointment So the Bishopric reached Randy

‘on the 5th May 1919, and the sounsecration took place in 8.
Anthony's Cathedea!, Kandy, oo the 30tk June 1912, almost exact-
ly & year after the death of the Venerated Bishop Pagnani. Moo
gignor Znleski was the consecrabor, and he was asaisted by Bishop
Joulain of Jaffnn and Bishop Bepziger of Quilon, Archhishop
Coudert was present, ag woll as Bishop Lavigne of Trincomales, and
Tiord Abbot Pancvazl. Over forby priestz and Christian Brothers
attended. The sircumstanges made the solemn ceremony more
than ususlly impressive. TFers was consecrabed bthe voungess
Bishop in Asia, in the homae of his ¢hildhood, in the school where
he stidied, in the parish whare he had devobedly toiled. ¥§ is not
diffieult for ue to undersband what were his feelings on thab oceca-
glon, " Than,” savs s contemporary account, ' the new Bishop
was solemnly enthronsd, The Consecrator lod by the right hand,
sgod the Seoior Assistant Bishop by the left, Xis Pastoral! Staff
wag handed to him, and from the Altar steps the Uonsesrator intoned
fhas s Dewm, which was well rendered by the elergy and the choir,

While this bymn was belog sung, $he newly consscrated Bishop '

procesded round the Ohurch and psve hiz blessing to the faithful,
An anthem was noxt chanbed, and the Consecrabor and the Assis-
fant Bishops having retired to the right sidae of the altar, the newly
songeerated Bishop advaneced in full Pontificals to the middls of the
altar, and there gave hiz Solemn Benediction, After this he kaels
on the loft side of the altar, and facing the Consesrator saluted him
thrae bimes, saving Ad Mullos Annos, and rebired with his assistants
and attendants §o his own altar. The lasi Gospel was then read,
and the impressive seremony was hrought to a termination,”
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The popular enthusiasm over his appoiutment was unbounded,
and it was not confined to the Boman prissthood and laity. Peopls
of all ereeds and vaces rejoiced that for tie firab time in history a
Caylonsse should be appointed b6 go high and distinguished an
office. Thers were some who regarded it ag & clavar stroke of poliey
ko secure the inoreased confidence and affection of the Cevlonese s
but this is o ignore history and the traditional poliey of the Romawn
Chureh, whish takes no account of birbth and rank in the appoint.

ment of its priests to high office. Merit, and merit alone, prevailed
in this instanoe.

4Ag a Bishop, Father Beds {nifilled the bighesl exzpectations.
Oue of his chief aims was the extension of Catholie education by
the esfablishment and improvement of Catholic achools. How.
greatly 5. Anthony's College in Kandy has benefited is known to
all. Bui there were also small parizsh schools in the Diocese
which engaged his abtbention, aud profited largely by his exe:-
fions.

Socially Bishop Beds was one of the most genial of men, He
wag alwaye ready to helpin times of froubls, and the number of his
visitors, even when they wera nob in trouble, wust have been a
gevere tax on his time. Handsome, oheerful, and dignified on occa-
sion, he was welcomad everywhere. On the 10th September 1919
he vigited the Duteh Burgher Union of Ceylon st the residonee of
Mr, Herroann Liocs, when u presentation was made bo him from the
Union, of which he was himself an honcured member,

' Hao died in Kandy on Wednesday the 92nd May, aftor a lin.
gering illness, and was buvied in 8, Anthony’s Cathedral on Batur.
day the 25th May. His pame will live, and his memory will be
held in proud and grateful remembyavce by his Chursh and his
Community,

L. E. B,
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