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EDITORIAL.

In presenting thig opening number of our new volume, we
should like to take the opportunitsly to thank our subsoribers for
their support in the past and to hope thab the same support will be
"given to us in the fubure. We shounld welcome any suggeshions

for extending and increasing the usefuliiess of the journal.

In the interests of historical truth and accuracy we have taken
over, by kind permission of the Oeylon“Indepm'd’eni, _twq_ articles
dealing with an impottans event of ‘Duteh times, under the -title
“History in the Making ” and * The Murder of Coster.”

A SEVENTEENTH CENTURY VIEW OF MATARA

We again invite eontributions on guitable subjects, and
‘chiefly of permaneﬁt interest, from oar friends. We are sure that
‘this journal, thus supporied, will g‘a-in‘ in vﬁlué 28 the .years go by
and become a reposifory of matber that will prove of use aﬁd

interest to future generations of our Community.
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JAME S LROS, M.D

Once at least Dr. Jamos Locs expressed a wish that
recollactions of éminent Ceylonese should be recorded for the
public benefit, and particularly for the benefit ' of Cevlonesa
themselves. Nor was he ashamed of hisz own Commurity, © On

the confrary, he was proud of ifs history and traditions, of its
eminent men, and also of the less known many who:a qguiet lives
of usefulness and toil made eminence possible for the few. Those
who knew him best knew bast Low anxious he was Shab the good
name of the Community should be maintained and ite essentbial
characteristics preserved. He would iasist upon what ' Gallicus *?
strikingly observed in one of Lis lettors, “* Tt is nob sufficient to be
a member of & respectable family unless that family belongs to a
respectable and respacted community of familiss.”” That ig an
axiom we seareely think of in our haste and eagerness for Dersonal
advantages. Dr. James Loos did noi lose sight of it, and it is well
that.he should be the first of those w

hoze caresrs we hope to
describe in this JoUnNAL,

He was born in Colombo on the 17th July, 18
baptized Johaunes facobus s month later. One of his brothers
was Christizan Alberbug Loos, father of Hrederick Charles Toos,
tho first President of the Dutch Burgher Union of Csylon.
James Loos was educated at the Colombo Academy (now the
Boyal College), and was probably one of the first students to
entet, for the Academy datos as public school from January 1888,
The beginnings of that Institubion nave been admirably described
by himseif in the *' Royal College Magazine,” but thers is no
mention of the writer, though obher studenfs are reforred fo- -
Simon Ondaatjis, Richard Morgan, James Sbewart, James Dunu-
wille, and Tawes D'Alwis. The Rev. Joseph Marsh was Prineipal,
and the atmosphaers of tha place was of the right kind. ** At the
risk of being regarded as a tnudator temporis actl,”  writes
Dr. Lioos, “ the writer may remark that tha Colombo  Aeademy
wad instibuted at & time when public sentiment wag more
tavourable for the proper training of the young than if ig at present.
Education was not then g cramming procsss for competitive
examinations, and the acquisition of kacwledge was subordinate to

22 and was
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" .moral training... ..Care was taken to lay a good foundation of

knowledge, and the supersiructure wa.s‘t % ma.hi;er of t}n{?b angS
depended on the opportunities of indlwduaélsl..f fh(.ahhrcr)}a]hm}l&{’ing
iva duties of life withou

boys left gschool o fulfil the ackive .

moa?rda graat advances in knowledgs, buti as thay had Eeeg t.h(zfougvl;lai

: ing If-sufficieney, self-education

rounded and had no feeling of se elf-e

f)o'zsible * There wa have two of the mosh fruxtflt.ll. regults é)fﬂs.
. reati feeling of sell-suffliciency and the

true education—the absence of a fee : ; .

desire ior self-education after school lLf(?. James Loos ‘;M himsgelf

a eonspieuous example of the possibilities of snch education.

In Qcehober 1838, when he was sixbeen years old., he Wgnt :1}:;
to Caleutbs o study medicing in" the gewiwastgbhshed lten::f
Medical Oollege: e tells us that the Civil Mad“f?".l. lDapa;eI(Iil:mé
of Ceylon was ab thaf time an appendags of tk'ie 1\{11155.1:3' Mlilit,aw
Department, and subordinate officers were trained in i eremmens
Hospitals, About the middle of 1&5‘38, the Cesc}on , E\ nont
called for candidates to be educated in Caleutta, — and l;kle? iﬁp o
from the firsh division of the Jolombo Academy were the fix

i 2 red- other pupils,
apply. They wers examined and approved- Two

{rom the second division of the school, applied a.f.ter.wargs“t:s;ld
were also approved., Thase five ware S(?Db to Calcutla ]mf uThe
1838, to be in time for the Winter Sassions of the Ooi 6ge. edic‘jl
\‘.VGI'@ goon joined at Caleutta by five more who had been m

* pupils in Calombo.” There is scme diversity in th.e lists usua.lly
given of the first five and of the first three, but there is no question

thab James Lioos was one of the firsk three. Me'c%‘u':ai seience b?(e)s
made sueh remarkable strides since lf?’SS, that 1t lsirﬂ;ecassar‘i o
remind ourselves that at the time of \-\r'i1lch“wg a‘re Wr-ltmg ?:f‘:wn
the applisnces which now alleviabe 'suﬁermé; wors ur;;ﬁ tht;
According to Dr. W, G. van Do:f-b, it was a timse szd o
avarage medical man konew as _htﬁle .Of the human '{;g!bfli-:n
Hippoorates ; when it was a common thmg. though} atib 51 ru;én
ha.d been introduced some years bafore, for slderly D?r_lhs th(;
when handling a siethoscops, to pub the wrong end (; i t‘or he
ear; when pathdogy wag virtually @ mers note~bo}0<bodie§on
mortem appearances recording observations as dead as the bo

" which they were made ; when thers was very little knowledge of

i R the
nervous diseases, laryngeal and ear diseases s when iven e
diagnosis of skin diseases was made according fo Dr. Hunter,

- divided them as follows :~those which sulphur could ecure, those
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which mercury could eure and those which the devil himself counld
not cura. It was a time when anmstheties was unknown ; when

no more was known of anfisepbics but what was introduced by
Semmelwesiss.” ’

Afber four years of study in Caleutba, James Lioos returned to
Ceylon in Tanuary 1843, and was on the 10th of that month appoint-
od Medioal Sub-Assistant. e wasg Assistant Colonial Surgeon in
1858 and aeting Colonial Surgeon of the Southern Province from
June 1862 to December 1866, During this later period he went to
England on leave {August 1865 to December 1866), und there
obtained " British qualifications.” He wrote in Inter life to a
l'riend“_—“ nok out of vanity, but from an earnest wish tio encourage
you.to persevers. I was forty-four years old when T endeavoured
bo obtain an University degree, and with this intention I mabri-
culated and atbended classes in the University of Hdinburgh, My
object was attained. I became M.D. of 86, Andrew's University

in 1866, and a mamber of the Royal College of Physicians of
Edinburgh in 1867."

Dr. Loos was appointed  Clolonial Surgeon of the Northern
Provines in January, 1867, and a vear after wvisited Anuradbapura
whish wag then part of that Provines, In 1862 it was  a deadly
place,” on account of malaria, and it had no resthouses. The
visit was made in connection with an investigation into the causes
of the depopulation of thse Wanni. Thig investigation had been
assigned to him by Governor Sir Harcules Robinson, and so
thoroughly was it carried oub that Dr, Loos was thanked by the
Governor. Bub he had to pay -the venalty. “The place was
jangly and ‘malarious, and T took the precaution of taking a dose of
quianine every morning, but at the end of my labour and alter
completing my report, I becams vory ill and had a slight stroke of

paralysis. I had to leave Jaffna in 1869 an account of my shate
of health.” '

It was doubtless his tours of inspaection throughout the
country that strengthened Dr. Loos in his convietion that a, Medical
School was necessary for Ceylon. Tt was on his recommendation
that hospitals were built with wards for parangi patients and that
oharitabls dispensazies were opened. DBut the necessity of a School
where young men should be trained to meob the need for physicians

in dictant parts of tke island impressed itself on hiim, There wero
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obhers who felt that necessity too but with Dx:. Tioos i was .an
obsession. At length the School was opened, io Ju‘ne 18%0, with
Dr. Tioos as its fivst Frineipal. This offica he held till November
1875 when he wont to Kandy as Colonial Surge.or.x_ of t'he Central
Provines, In 1881-82 he acted ag Principal Civil Medical Officer,
and retired from Goversment Service at the end of‘ 1882, He
resided a few years in Kandy, and then settled down in Colombo,

‘at Liaurel Lodge, Ward Place, where he died on the 4th May 1904,

aged oighty-two years.
Ho married Lionisa "Kate, daughter of the Revd. J. Kats.

g A son, Walter, went to England, married thers, and died there.

A daughter, Laurs, survived her father and died in Colombo.

Ag a Medical man Dr. Loos was distinganished - among his

" econtemporaries as a physician ab a time when hoth diagnosis and

treatment were in an elementary stage compared with the‘presept.
He was ounce called into consultation in the case of a pa,tte?t; v\:ho
alterwards died of lung froubla. A post morta?} examlnat?lon
proved the accuracy of Doctor Loos's diagnosis. If the patient
had been built of glass,” said Dr. Koch, “ you could not have fixed
the posibion and extent of the mischief within better than Dr. Lo?s
did.” Dr. wvan Dort rightly attributed thisg success to Dr. Lioos's
"“intense thirst for knowledge,” his endeavour to keep abrea‘sb of
scientific discoveries, and his readiness to accepl new‘ Suggestlo‘ns.
Ho kept a number of common-place books into th.lch he c.opmd
whatever struck him as useful. He edited the Me&mziul section of
the ¥ Ceylon Miscellany ™ in the early fifties, and made it a success.
“ We are happy to think that we have been the first to try the
experimont of publishing a Medical Journal in Ceylon; and that
go fay our labours have been suceessful ;' 30 ha wrobs at bl}e end of
the first voluma in September 1854, There i3 no question ti}a.h
Dr. Lioos should be regarded as the piloneer of medical educat'lon
in Ceylon. His insistence npon the establishment of a Medical
School hag been referred to, bnb his interest in that school con-
tinued §ill he died. He presented it with instruwents and models,
and wore thin one student was helped with books as well as
instruments.

Like many other mediea! men Dr. Loos had a keen interest in
Buoglish Literature, and he was not slow %o urge good reading on
all the young people he met. To the Pottah Library he made a
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Pandsome donation of valuabla bhooks. Io the education and
1mpr‘ovem_en|: of the young he was always interested é,nd his
publlc lectures were not confined to medical subiects, Tw 1
lgas.i: c’z,m bo recalled-—on *‘ Chatles Lamb” and on *° Niacm?lz ?ﬁ
India, Nolr were the extracts in his nufnerous: common—'lya

books wanting in reference o literaturs and education. Therepisc:

good deal in them ab .
2nd religion. about books and great writers-—and about ethics

Religion was fo Dr. Loos a living éxperience and a motive
p;);vjar. Nf) re?rence to his life can be complete without menbicn
of his convineed belief in the main prinei isti

' ‘ ples of Christ 3
and h¥s consb.ant practice of them. He was a {riend c;? tl}if ‘;10‘1;;1
d.nd h.ls thrlty wag undstentatio}zs. Tnbimate association wif%l
s;ﬂerlfnfha.nfd death neither blunted his human feelings nor deprived

imo o faibh that death is but a doorwa T im:

. : t way to life immortal. T

1887 .klle published a lithle * Manual of Prayers for Mecical Meﬁ E
E?:JPpl efd a.n}(;] arranged from manuseript books kept from 1842 In
. reface ha writes : * Having now ina greal ' |
: ' ‘ : 2, greal E ir

from actnfe life, T desiro gratefully to ascribe an ey e
Zavg ,lc,na—d 1\1%7'[;;6 to the Fountain of all blessirg and the Giver of all
ood. ith that glimpse of a

: . : great and 8 ] :
mind this brief sketeh may fitly elose. e good mas nner

¥ success I may

L. B. Brayz,
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OLD MATARA AND THE REBELLION OF
' 1760-61.

4 Tecture delivered at Matara on the I19th ebruary, 1925,
By B. REIMERS.

Matara; in Sinhalese and early Fortuguese $imes, was a far
more important place than it is now. It wasthe seat of ths
YQinhalese Dessave ar Governor of the Provinge or ‘Dessavony of

~ Mature, which inctuded among other diséricts the Galle Korale.

Tmter, when the Porbuguese were masters of most of the maribime
provinces on the west and south of the Tsland, its strategic import-
ance was recognised by them, and a large foree of Portuguese and

" lascorins stationed here, Buf, although its importances as a

milisary station or *‘ cawp’ was recognised by the Portuguese,
no attempt would appear to have been made by them to fortify it
permanentty as in later Duteh times. Valentyn, it is true, states
that Matara was fortifisd by King Dharmapala with the aid of the
Portuguese o early as 1550, but this ean hardly be said to refer to
fortifications similar to those with which we are so familiar. On
the contrary, Ribairo makes noc mention of any, and an earlier and
greater authority than Ribeiro, to whomn T shall refer later, says
thai noue existed. [t was only in Datch times, 5 years after the
eapture of Galle frem the Portuguese, that Matara was forbified,
probably‘with 2 smalter fort than the present one, or, perhaps,

.only a martello sower. The existing “ go-called fort” (according

to a Dubehman) was, judging from fhe date on the structure, the
cumulative result of periodical improvements. The Star Fort,
which was bailt so late ag 1762~ 65 by Barou van Eok, known fo
fame ae the Duteh Governor who gacked Kandy in 1765, was
doubtless the result of the bitter lesson learnt by the Dutch during
ihe great rebellion of 1760—61,—although it must e remembared
that Jomini deseribas a stiar forl as the worst deseription of fortifi-
pation, owing to the space taken up from the bedy by the re-

_enbering angles, There are several interesting references to old

Matara in contemporaty Duteh writers and in the D_ul:ch records in
tha Goverament Archives, Firsk, by way of date and importance
as a hitherto unpublished document, is a MS. atlas of Ceylon by

" the great Portuguese General Constanhine de 8@ Noronha, who

wonld appear to baye compiled it about the year 1626. The
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‘phgtogmpha of the Duteh * edition " of the atlas are with me here
and I shall read to you the translation of the deseriptiva mattex’-

relating to three of the placss in i i
. : which I helieve vou
interested, viz, Dondra, Matara, and Weligama. Y wo most

TANAVARE ” (DEWINUWARA Ok DoNDRA )

Tanavare is situated 33 leagues from Batecalou on the same
coast. It has a small bay of little imporfance, as one can see from

the plaa, but of good depth, and a good anchorage, being the place

where the enemy from Europe come to lia in wait for the shipg

soming from China., Thig place is well ‘populated but has no 3

fortifications, which signifies that none are heesszay

; v, becauss the
enemy can eifect their purpose by anchoring out ag

sen, In former

times hers stood g pagoda which has now been destroved and on .

the site of which the Franciscans have buils a chureh. The.

bagoda was one of th ifi ,
this Teland & most magnificenf works of bhe heathon of

“MATURRE.”

Mat‘:_ure ig situated 2 a league from Tanavare on a river which
can admit only “‘ chaloups” and libtle boats, or *' vaartyeh f
that draught, for its bar is only four palma deep, It is tie I .
W.her.e the Dessave, or governor or capbain, of th'a natives ofpt;:?e
alStI‘lG'h resides. The affairs of the Church are adminigtared by thl:
Franeiseans, This place has no fortifieations whabever slnea it
h‘a,s no haven or bay. Twenty leagues of its exient in the direc-
tion of Paneva are thinly populated where the creeks or channelg

of the salf pans of Waluwe come in i ;
.  where salt ig formed b
without any help from man, o P nabore

¥ Birigao,”

- Beligao is situated two leagues from Mature. Tts bay which
is one league in circumference and half g league wide af its eﬁtmnce
hag gome reefs and shallows, The anchoraga is unsheltered 01; the
‘E:;oubh, 80 that hardly one galleon can winter thera. The navigable
) channel rung under the point of Mirisse and is 78 fathoms wide
. T have come here frequently in connection with ths rebely from.
. Eu1."ope, and have satizfied myself that the fort which Your
. Majesty has 8o offen ordered to he built here would be of little
usge, all that is necessary being a breastwork which eould easily
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" ““be crected at the point of Mirisse where it could also be of

‘ service to. probect any ships that ars chaged and vexed by the
“ enemy. It would also be advisable for our ships-to sail out. to-

" ge after sighting Capello de Frade in the high lands of Ceylon
. Yinstead of sailing along the const. The captain of this haven has

“ 8 leagnes under his jurisdiction. '~ The affairs of the Church- are
 administered by tho Franeiscans.” : '

The ““ pagoda” or temple referred: to in the deseription of

‘Manavare is shown prominently in an early map of Ceylon. The
. *"enemy” " and ‘ rebels”’ from Hurops refer, of course, to the
o Dutch who were at war with Spain the crown of which was per-

- sonally united with that of Portugal ab the time. ‘

" In the early days of Dutch rule in Cey!dn, Galle, which was

capbured by them in March 1640, was their only imporbant gtation
- in the Island.* Nagombo, which had alféo been -eaptured by the

Dutch a month easlior, was retaken in the same year by the

* Portuguese who now eontrolled naarly the whole of the West and

South of the Island with the exception, of courde, of - Galle, which,
however, was closely invested by them. They directed their
operations against the Dabeh chiefly from  Hakmana, and many
wera tha hardfought encounters in the surrounding distriet, in
which the Portuguoese, dua perhaps to their bettor knowledge of the
counbry, were more often the vietors. The most famous of thess
engagemants was fhe action at Akuréssa in May 1643, where the

" Dutieh lost more than ‘a hundred in killed alona, a short-lived

triumph, by the way, for the. Ditch strongly reinforeed from
Batavia captured Negombo geven months later for the gecoud time.
By the Treaty of Goa, which was concladed betwsen the Portu-
guese and the Dubeh in November 1644, the Porfuguese resigned

" their possessions south of the Alutgama River, so that Mabara

antomatisally eamoe into 'fsh_e hands of the Duteh and was duly
inventorised by them as-one of their stations. ~A fort, as alveady
stated, was built in 1645, and, later, the Matara District was cons-
tituted under the subordidate jurisdiction of the Dessave of

. * I* was their princifa.l station in Ceylon till Colombo was. taken in

_. 1656. Batticaloa, conquersd in 1638, also still remained in their possession
© but Trincomalee, taken in 1639, had heon given over to King Raja Sinha
.- to he demolished —(Editor.) - . .

2
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?Vlatur!e. W?’l? ranked next to the Commandeur of Galle.®™ A {fort
Aiz;:o bl;\&lh alb Ié‘a;tuwana and outposts stationed at Hakmana
sz, Maracade and Gandura (sic.) Th :

! . ese oubposts were not
m;:?ded gg much to guard against an enemy as to control the cut-
D h_hn paddy and elephants for whick the Girreways and Baygams;
as fhey were known in those days, were so famous ,

gnBS;);li:;e_ref;rlferdplans_ and represqntatiogs of Matbara, the Portu-
ook .Cl_msdeelifl to b'y r‘ne.a,b?ve is ul?doubtedly the earliest on
ey e To_ug? it ig, it 1.3 cerfainly interesting, and, if I
oy s Tha.‘;‘) ebby. fhe’?qas:tlm_e has not ehanged much, nor the

er, povoassam,” or'town or residential quarter ig shown

on both sides of the river, viz, where the forf now stands and the

:(1;3031b60ban k.. One also potices an abberps to draw ‘aceording to
e le.. f Ia,te-r:, Dutch plans, there are several, all of them. faith-
representations of the Company's “ socalled ” Fort, the Com-
fgny.s bulldmgs mclu’di.ng the Dessave’s residence, the Church
ufa (zilmja,mon and a,recanut warehouses, the gunpowder magaﬁine"
icioljm.al]on:]mts,d ehc angd tlhs BElephant Stalls which Woula havé’
Lo c;viish ?;iliz (;_[ephat}ésﬁ and_morﬁ. One of these plans of

P X have here with me, might be an ap-fo-d ictur
?[frté;: fo:)t and prineipal buildings (making due al!gwancz?zg;tlj;:
o 8 a‘1 sence of tha .moat and the flagstaff) although it ig dated
. The plan also ineludes the fort of Katuwans, or Osftoene

a8 1t ‘was then called. The following 1s Heydt's descripbion -

i;a;tlic‘:’zdvfizom thz C. L. R. YOL.S’ p. 310) which he illustrates
Tansone: probably T 115406, - Hepdts. descrimtion whoct
nsen,” _ —36. ~ Heydt's = descripti hich
;mgl?b fairly be Faken fo incliide the earli_gr plan ofsifliiapf;(;?,re}zl;zg
0, Is ag foll?ws‘:-— This place has a small fortification and is
Emﬂded only in the front with & good wall. The rest of thé‘f t'?
ceblon consists of waber . ... .. The whola . , consi tOr :
a half and one whole bastion (it should be fwo ha.lves -etc)st;i' O}f
last moreover iz ef no speeial height, and is provided with ’on!L N
Wrehehed diteh in front. Tn front of thege works liss a ldngisﬁ

% The title dossave i ich’ r I .
s, ‘ lossate 18 one which the Dutch horrewed from 3i
lgjlfnpoItt a:as i%r,st usepd by them in 1650, when the Si\lltgxlegl;edbjfm-
Rampo {-,11(; :'IL})ﬂ tulrp(oj:m S wag repla_ced ot Matara by Marcus Cosser, a e.;?’have'
e it SG:]:S; 1ho.mzl‘pan}l’ s ]:er_v]_ce. . The title was afterwards ;ppii}'g(Jég

. 0 , oy N . X RN
Jaﬂnapatam.——(lﬂditor.)\ high oflicials in the provinges of Colombo and
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.'vegeta..ble garde_h which also belongg to the Company. Ova_r: the

bridge (a floating wooden bridge is veferred. fo} goes the road to
Galé, whilst up the river onp gabs to Cattone. This place has a8
its delence on bosh gides water, and is. buils Sn the side adjoining
the waber, the other however being provide_d' with palisades. The
vosidence of the Deasave lies not . far from the entranca, before
which is a large and handsome pieeg of ground which is planted
‘with trees. Opposite o the whole bastion lie the Chmrch and

_ Churehyard, and in the same direction are also various private

dwellings. Moreover the place hag no uniformity. On both sides
run bwo streets. At the end instead of the bastion is & large tank E
to which they take the elephants daily to waber. Their _stabl_es lie
between the quarbers of the inhabitants and are 4 in number. The
brondth bhersof is 20 ft. two ave 15% roods, and bwo 10 roods long.
At least 80 ‘ele'pha'nts can be stabled in these four gtahles. Notiar
there from is a brook ealied the elephant brook from which waber
is fetched for the olephants to drink. These ghables stand in $wo
rows builk alike, -and elephants are constantly to be found there, ab
least tace ones, which are kept for capbivating the-cthers and ‘are
called by sha Hollanders “goul sellers.”  Beyond the abovemen.
tidnad tank, outside bhe Sown, are varioug other gardens’ in which
stand several dwelling houses. The large river that flows past on
fhe north side has an island whieh ig pretty long and is. overgrown
with beauntiful trees .% .« : . Below.the bridge is a dwarf dam in the
iver which acks as a hreakwater in order to turn off the waber
somewhab from the fown, but $his execution is already submerged
by the water and no longer appeats above the surface.”

One thing remains {0 com plete my picture of Matara and that
too, is an unchanging fe_a.ﬂure of your landscape. Saar stabes in
hig  Account of Ceylon” (1647—67), referring to the chvious
crocodile for which Matars was, and id, famoug: ' Ong evening

" ghe (the wife of a Dutch captain) wanted to walk down -the river,
nab far from her house, when ghe fortunabely saw a crocodile thag
wae waiting for ber and “began “to move fowards her. Alsbough
very much frighteneéd she jist managed to egcape. Tha captain ab |
once sent for §he blacksmith and ordersd bim bo make a greaﬂt'book
“gnd when if was ready he caused a dog to be sbot; fastened to the
“hook, and pat in%o_ the wabet with a long chain., Two hours after.
wards the crocodile appeated again, came to the carcass and
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gz'ra;léo:\f’ejsthenhgdi. We saw thig and quickly ran tb the place
8 putled It orr to the bank, others took i . h
0 ¢ k, - ho ron rvodg sueh
. are usad bo load gans with, and nearly heat it $o death; then we

filled & big powder flask, pub it inko ity mouth, and exploded it with -

.?,tr?m féom a.‘fiistan_ca,_ N@Xg day when we eub the animal open
ve lound that it bad been living for fully 8 hours afterwards.” ’

- 01;;19 hl‘&:.igry of l\./i‘a:i,sa.r'? 1n. Dutch' times iz practically that of
v othor omptoir ot District Agency of the time, with -th
e?zcepblon perhaps, of the stirring ovents of 1760—61 t;,o which ;
;]eurilb ;enfgrrlﬁte]f: -__Tha Dessave‘, in his capacity of Assistant Govern-
Jons e Ml.dlzt.uc_t Judge, prfaszded over the departments of Polic.y,
st t,«' ) ox?nmal.rce,..a.ssnsted by the eivil and military officers of
15.1m.._ His establishment consisted in 1760 (which vyear is
of spclaclal Interest ag bearing on tha events which T am aby t to
. descrll}@) of an Ensign (or subaltern), the Oommissal.ri'a‘t ggﬁc ro
bhe officer who was authorised to atbest public notarial documenet.,
called t'he Geauthorizeerds, s Senior Surgeon, 10 clerks, 4 § ‘S
%eanbs iveluding one at Katuwana, 1 Reader, 1, Junior Sur,,geon e;t:
! a(u}tu‘wana, 1 .%‘:unyreyor; I Blacksmith, 1 Constable’s Assistant
; odxpora.ls viz, 3 ab Mabara, 2 at Kabtuwana, 1 at Weligama, 1 ai,;
a,g&nK;;j;van- 1 la.t Tangalle, 56 soldiers, viz, 43 at Matara ai:d 13
: MC.)I : na, Ma{sber_ Gunder af Katuwana, 1 Flagstatfman
[ Lohotiar, 1 Bworn Interpreter, 1 Mocquedor, 1 Shroff, 1 Grain‘:
fgsizuer%r[,nilﬂ(%ardener for the Company’s Garden, 1 Béliows-blower
135, the foll;x:irjioll;g?;: I;:a;ﬁiie%ist Sibn}'lale'se iehmlmmm' i
its full sirength viz, 1 Obooﬁer 1 S:\‘}rorrrinfn?elizfrei.ee:izlslmhment .
. : y the Secre-
E\Ezte,ra;fdbhg ?[;)ldlerj"s.. The Na.'tive Depariment consisted of el
st Muaz!' z‘u?t and f;h.e Sowing, 1 Head of the Attapattu and
Moy ihud Igcg, 1 Gajena:w.y;ake and Assistant Mudaliyar, 12
o ; verseer‘s, 3 Vidanes, 2 Mohotiars, 1 Mahavidane
o vho I -I.elr;}’lsssi;;ac?chle;: 1 Flagbeara_r, 1383 Canganies, and 1618
. 0ols and Parishes of the Fort (which inelud
the School of the Nanayakaveas or * Grandoss ] ). thet
oub._ide the Foxt, Walgam, Dondra, Tal.al.le eli?aaﬁ?ii)ef::am), .
:}e;izé);lﬁ{t\;ali%OI;jS{L‘kdaAt;idaWe, Kabawatte, Gottemana, i{ai?nn;l:
Sewatte, £ le, Akuressa, Mirlsse, Polw: ittie.
and Weligama, have ag many ag 34,629 i:,m;soigdiif;‘rDsen;z:;g:’ |

The Land Raad, from which an appeal lay to the Raad van Justitie

1
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. of Galle, unlike those at the provineial stations of Colombo, Jaffna
" and Galle, exarcised jurisdiction over both Furopeans and natives,
" It was presided over by the Dessave and was -eomposed of both
"Duteh and Sinhaless members.

The personuel of the court on a

day in March 1767, which I give below may be of infierest as in-
eluding the builder, or I should say the renovator, of  the existing

' " Dutch church, Daniel Burnat:—Present—the Dessave Daniel
Burnat, Captain Johannes Burnardus, Lourens Christiaan Frobus,

Commissariat Officer, Pieter Arent de Moor, Authoriged Officer,
Godfried Knaug, Headmaster, Jakobus de Rooy, Commissioner for
the Thombo, Harmanug Nagel, do, Harmanus Kngelbrecht: do,
Maha Mudalivar Don Joan Tlangakoon, and Mudaliyars Don Abel

o " Abesoendere Manamwperi, Don Kohosma de Za DBavndernaike, and

Ekanaike Wickremorabne Amerkoon; Absent: Euno Riemers

' Rieuwenhove, on duby, Mudaliyar -Don Siman Widjewardene

Tinnekoon, sick, Don Alexander Wanigeratne Manamperi, away
from the district, Don S8iman Widjegoenawardene Warnegediwager

" in the Balgams, Don Konstantyn Dissanaike Tillekeratne, sick,Don -

Raphiel Wickremeratne, do, Widjésoeuderé Wieresinge, away from
the digtriet, Johannes Fairfax Anatte Abesinge, at Katuwana,

~Wickremeratne Bandernaike, sick, and Don Abraham Wickreme-

. ratne Ameresegere, away from the district ; total 22 members.

We now come to the stirring events which I have referred to
mora than once, but, hefore reading the extracts from the Dutch
"Resolutions of Council which gives vivid accout of the events as they
oceurred, I should like to correst & few mis-statements which
oceur in a modern work on the Duteh peried.” The fort of

* It may be mentioned that the work referred to is that of Dr Paul Pelris
entisled “ Ceylon and the Hollanders,” and the passage ocemrs on p. 108
T'here is absolutely no authority for the statement therein made. According
to Baron van Fak, whose assertion is recorded in the official menibers of the
Council Procesdings, “ the forts of Katoene, Matare and Hangwelle wers
taken by the 8irihalese by cunning, deceit and probably, by treachery, and
not by forea of arms-”  When Captain Fedder, acting as Dessave® of Matara,

“ tound he could no longer hold out, as the enemy outside had raised butberies

- all round to a height abovy the rampart works, he decided to evacuate the fort

. and to convey all the Company’s effeets by hoat to Galle. He was killed on
- the morning of the 24th March when walking from the point within the fort
to another ; but at night, the whole garrison, except 10 or 12 men who were
drowned by the capeizing of a hboat, escaped with the property, which, of
course, inctuded all the valuable records.— Govt. Archives. D, 2438, —( Editor.)
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- Matara, for instance, was not “stormed” in 1761 nor was ifs
garrison put to the sword, “The new Dubch Thombo which had
been prepared with so much trouble” was nob an accomplished
fact at the time. Portions, or I should say seckiong, of thiys dooma-

-day book of the Matars District wara undoubtedly in existence, but
they were all removed with the obher Dufeh records when Matara
was abandoned in 1761. A priori, the Thombo was not “destroyed
by the insurgents in 1761,~—but in 1796, by a hotheaded Dutch-
man just before the British oeenpation,! Nor, incidentally, wasg

Hanwella “ sbormed ” although ** the entire garrison , . . . . with .

the exception of two of[icers_,” and including the sielk and wounded
weres SIa.i.n—wiu cold blood. '

(To be continmed.)

+1He compilation of the Matara T
delayed.., At the dafe of fhees events, the only portion completed was that’
relating %o - the Morruwa Korele; the rest (except thabt of the Girraway
Pattuwn, which was being proceeded with), viz, the Four Gravebs, the
Belligam. Kozle, the Gangaboda, Candibods and the Wellehoda Pathuvas,
Lrandra, the Baygams, Kattuwana and Udorbolka, wers yet to he teken in
band, — Despatches t6 Botavie 1677 D, Certified exbtracts from the lost
Thombos issued up to within n couple of years of the arvival of the British
are still found in the possession of inhabitants of Matara. The Duteh official
responsible for the destrn tion of the Thombos in 1796 was tho Dessave

Wilom, Ferdinand Adriaan van “Bchulor—=See  Anthonisz’s Report on the
Dulch Records, p. 6.—(Editor.) : .

hon:ibos, begun in 1740 ; was long

L wWag subsequently
. Amate ;

Cpredikant a :
. he was administering &
' Jagenavk, Param, Palicol, - _

']Nagen‘ﬁhy ;fhe aunmber of Portugaese communicants at the head offica
. ovo. ; 100, {

S 1%,
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RUTCH PREDKANTS IN GCEYLON. )
| TEANSLATED BY ‘¢. I, DE Vo8
{ Continued from page 131)

i, i

Carl 'Fri'edrich Schroter, Schroeter, Schrqtelf. ors S:hrgi?
w‘is proponent and appointed at Amsterdam. o1n the Srdd ;pts:;en;
1'187, to :the Tndian Ministry. He marriea Gerln; ; de ronele
Gilbers, was born on the 18th Novewber, 1774, and die

."18th March, 1840. His stabion was first Colombo ‘and in 1790,

i ai i 05. He died in 1806,
! i where he remained bill 18 . iod in
{miiiiibn::;artaitl whether Johannes Henricus Schr?tel,.whc;
.WZS lborn in Ceylon and matriculated in 1786 at ‘the Umversﬂsy 0

 Utrécht was related to him.

" Andreas Frederik Sehultz or Schultze was appointed prg’pozen:z
on the 4'th October 1745, predikant at Galle in 1751 and a

 rincomales in 1756 and died in 1763.

.' i ilvigs' ius had studied at Lingen and
P Sllw:z)pzfntjghgfjpohenb for the Indian Ministry at
rdarm on the Ttk January, 1749, On the 1st S_fap}ierznrbg;, 1750

' invited to Qeylon and stationed ab Galle: in 1754 he was
b Negapatnam, cn the Ooromand_el Coast. - In thaf year
it he_,Sacra,ments at the Company’s offices at.
Pallidcatte, Sadraspabtnam and Porto

i b ' he was predikant
‘ ' t native Christians 19, In 1758 : ;
as b 103(931%?]0“?{1‘;11 May, 1762 he was invited to Colombo

ab Onrosh, 1 sermon ab Onrust on the 26th Juze,

and preacb,ed his farewel

‘. 1762. Folefs Batayia on the 5th Avgust and arrived in Colombo

: the 17th of the same month
: ot October, 1762 and on | he :
o thgf:imhis first sermon bhera out of 1 Gormbhlg.ns iv. veise
e GS' ce 1774 he was again at Galle and was stlil_bhere
m . g .
in 1785. | o ‘
| Johannes Silvius or Sylvius, the son of Johannes 8. was

. , . 1 :
Epredika.nt at Point de Galle, Ceylon, in 1789 or 1740 and wa

stationed subsequently on the island Onrust till 1786. He was
-;r;vited to Ceylon again on the 30th July, 1789,
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Thomas Simey or van Simey also Symei, was appointed predikant
by the elassis of Zesland and arrived ab Batavia in the ship
" Schelde” on the 20th September, 1648, Threa months later he
was appointed to Banda and went there on  the 7th - May
1789 and Was stationed &t Lionthoir. In 1690 he arrived at Neiva,
Being i1l and fesble ha obtainad permission to make & trip to

Batavia and arrived thers ori‘*t.hg Tth Jangary, 1692. Ab the end.
of the sama year he sailed to Ceylon and was stationed succassively -

at Jaffnapatoam 1694, Galle 1697, and Colombo 1699, At the

last mettioned place be was tha bhird predikant. Ta 1700 hig -

period of servica expired. At his roquest he wasg discharged from
the ministry of ttese churches and went to Batavia, - In

November, 1700 ha wag still unable to deecide what hs was fo do.-
He was ill and was yet without a proper cartificate of discharga—

owing to the carelessness of the Rev. Johannes Runéll-—and on his

arrival at Babtavia—he had ‘indeed rightly applied for the said

document—received if at last on the 7th June following "as the
Governor of Ceyloa had nothing to record againgt him.” In
Deeembier, 1700 he was appointed by Government to fhe ministry
at Ambonia. He arrived there on the 4th March, 1701 and was
stationed at Honimoa to suceeed the Rev, Christian Nucella, -

Petrus Sinjeu or Synjen stadied ab Francker and passed his
Examination af Amsterdam and was appointed to Caylon. He'we_nt
there in 1704 and was stationed at Colombo. In 1705 he was
Reetor of the reorganised Sinhalese Sewinary. Af this institution

he did much to train native proponsnts, ~As Recbor he preached
only once a fortnight but owing to- hig singular zeal and extra- -

ordinary services in that office he was given a higher salary of 120
guilders a month. But already in 1719 he was shewing signs of

weakness and lack of zeal. He had indeed “ baught his studenty =~

" so far in nataral theology that they had already gone over to
“the study of revelation and were about to take up the history of

the old Testament.” Bubt on the 3rd November of the lagt;
mentioned year there were serions complaints about hig *in- -

“efficlariay: for one whola year was there no progress to
“record.” - He died on the 8rd May, 1726 and was married to Maria
van Rejssen. Pefrus Synjeu published : “ The Justice of God's
ways  and - the Reasonableness of the Christian Religion,”

. ¥ T,egsons concerning the
-the Lover of Souls.”

"He died in 1668,
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€.
exishence . of . Angels,”™ Jasus

"Gosuiﬁilé Slipperins, from the Netherlands to Batavia on the

= ) ' 1
©18 July, 1662, just 11 days later he arrived in Ceylon an

was stationed at Colombo. He was very ptoficiont in Tamil.

(To be Continued.)

msmm IN THE MAKIKG.

.-THE MURDER OF WILLEM JACOBSZ .COSTER

“ VRRSIONS” AS AGAINST “ SOURCES’

V@'ét.vs of Mr. B, G. Anthonisz,

.'I.n the '“ Times of Ceylon Sunday Illusbrated” ‘.of tbe 1ith
April there appeared an article on *-The Murder of Willem Ja((:lo s:
. -Costar”’ by T.. A. D., alady writer who :eems to haijve fmla.l \ewd
carotul study of tha circumsbances of the tragedy and a: o e?_»t-,ain
" tha recorded narrative of events 'Ialthful{;r‘, even 83 t0 c.udica.
minor parbiculars. She has undoubtedly written without prej

or bing. Tha sbory of this tragedy has baen told in -inany places

. é,nd is probably known fo most students of Ceylon h(I]Sho'rf ;011311;3
as it may not ba suflliciently fa.mil_iar_ _bo the general rea ex:bl. Wbrief
parhaps b necessary for my purpose hepe tio repeat 16 in

- putline, . | . . |

| . On the 13th March, 1640, ‘the Dutch Vice-Admiral Wllle.m

Tacobez Coster, aftier the conquest of othe_r P_orb.ugue‘se ‘Sta‘hfl(gls].ll: .

. the Island, suceaaded in taking by storm the fortified town of Galle.

" He wag then appointed President of the Council and placed in

eneral authority of the Dubeh East India Company’s affairs in
‘ ?}‘eylon and he has been regarded as the first of the D‘utch rulersin
' "The conquest of Galle having-been accomplished, Coster

" Ceylon.
e ;
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had lto a.pply to the Sinhalese King Raja Sirha for the fulfilment
-of hig obligation under treaty to supply certain produce of th

Island, which the King was hound to deliver fo the. Dutech i;
repayment of thelr expenses. But, receiving no resbdnse "to' ki

repeabed appeals, Coster had to start for Kandy on thea 4th Jul ;
acqompanied by the Secretary and a retinve of men, with a vieS\;,r
fo & personal interview with the King. Having arx‘ix,red in Kandy

after a tedious jogrney of a forbnight, he found he corld obéain no

reddress of bis gridvaness. e was pubt off with varicus excuses
M.lh- ;;_eedies sly debained. Inplace of the courbesy and consideration
which he expectod. as & return for his friendly and chivairous

conduch towards the King, ha was treated with suspicion and-

'indignj'bies‘. Eizagperated beyond moeasure by his long, f d
detfantlon; by the unwerited insulss he had received angti bgrctfi:l i
attitude of the King’s Mudaliyare, who, ke parceiv'éd’ wera hy t'le
.to.wards him and had been calumuisting and defaﬁling him. ﬁostlhe
King ; Coster was roused to anger and in his blunt -s.ailor.fws?'. ;
first threatened them and then burst into Vehemenf: abus Lf 1};011,
and their treachercus econduct. This procee{}inﬂ.'no d:ﬁgth o
served to intensify their féeling of hatred tonvardsbbinﬁ and o 't?'nly
was lost by them in communicating all this té fhe ,Kin g hmJe
,permis._ion they obtained at last for Coster to depart froﬂf, Iv'v que
but, without thel‘ customary honours and éeremonies ace ?i&n ’
.Ambassadors on stich ceensions. Ha. thon started on hi i
‘]ou.r.ney via Batticaloa. His Seeretary and the greater :rﬁreft'u;'n
're['.inv:e were separated from him to proceed by a diff'erf:nt oto,
:a‘.nd his only at.te‘nda-nts‘ were eight Dutchmen and 8 a?ome'
“blacks.,” When he had reached a place called B&dulgr;;:'ho:

found, awaiting him there, one of the Mudaliyars he had left -

behind at Kandy, with & band'of 400 or 500 armed Lascoring

avowedly for 'tho purpose of escorting him on his way. The

fw![_illda.liyar caused ]'.mlf of his men to proceed in front and the other
1alf to follow: behind, a ecircumstanecs which seemed to Coster

suspicious, bub which he disrégarded in view of fhe Mudaliyar's

affability and friendly demeancur, Procesding thus, they arrived’

at a village' called Nilgala, where there were some gmall houses,

and where Coster, tired aftsr his journey, desired to take somo rest

g.nd refreshmept. Ag he was entering one of the huts, stooping to
080 ‘on aocount of the low doorway, he was taken by surprise aud :
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- atbasked from behind with soma 40 odd lances, anc'l,. az he fell, a

lagcorin sprang forward and cub off his head. Some eight of

" his followers, who attempted to defend themselves, were algo
 Killed .on the spok, and the rest were sbripped; “miserably
" benten, and.bound. A little while after, they were taken before
-the Mudaliyar, who gave them the following - explanation, viz.,

that Coster had called for some milk, which not having been
given him q‘uiekiy emongh, he smote .the Mudaliyar on the
chest 'with 4 cane, and the inhabitants who would not tolerate
this, therefors beat him fo death. We have but the Mudalivai’s

" ‘ungupported ‘gtatement for this dubious. story. T& would notb

be necessary here to proceed furbher with ths cireumstances of the
tfa,ge'c"ly, the story of whish has bsen given in greater dstail by the
'writer of the article in question, who has added to it a personal
conelusion ‘of her own as _iollows'!‘ “ Willem Jaocobsz Coster,
according to the reporbs from which bhe wrifer hag made her

_'Btudies, was an honourable genfilaman, but his chief fault lay in

being haughty and overhearing in his manner, which croated ruffled
feelings and indignation. FHis was an excelient career, and it was
unfortunate that, when he was ab the height of his -ambitions, he
should have been so cruelly murdered. S :

To this articls the Tiditor of the “‘Times of Ceylon:Sunday
Ilustrated” appended a critical note, in which he complained that

the writer T A. D. had derived "“a large proportion of -her

“informasion. from Duteh gources which after all, are likely o be
gomewhab bia_.ssed.” Ha was not prepared to acceyd her aceount
without veservation, “for thers are other versions whieh throw a
somewhatb diffevent light upon the tragedy.” It is obvicns whence

_ he has drawn these conclusions, for he adds, “ ib.will be admitted
s thsit Dr. Paul Pierisis an historian whose resgarch work may be

relied upon with a fair degree of salefy ” and he quotes the

© following passage from Dr, Pieris's woul, " Ceylon : the Portugusse
C Rrea.’ (VO].. 1I. p. 303}‘ e There (a,t the vlllage Nilga.]a) the

arrogance and hasty Semper of Cosher brought on him his death.
" Annoyed ab the delay experienced in supplying him with some milk
he had called for, Coster étruck the Mudaliyar gn the chest with his
sane. The indignant Sinhaless who witnessed this raised a greab
tumult and attacked the Hollanders with their pikes ;. Coster tried to
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escape into a house and, as he stcopéd to enter through the low door,
he was run through by spears, whila a blow from a-sword cut off his

bead. His surgeon, three soldiers and four negro servants ware

also slain, while hiz escort was stripped and severely flogged axd .

bound. They were  then taken back by the Mudalivar to Badulla

whence they were despatehad to Sammantarai under escort along

with Costar's baggage, while the man who killed Coster was hanged

on the King's orders.” Having thus far dealt with the'sbory of the
murder of Coster: the ¢ ditor goes somewhab beyond the subjéct tb
prove that the TDuteh, as a nation or race, wele ubbterly uoworthy—
that they were grasping, fuil of avaries snd rapacious—and he
quotes Percival in support of this view. Coming baek to- Costere

be conelades his note with the remark that “I., A. D. bhad under-

Sbﬂ.ted the Vulgarly rude and blusterins - : .
Admiral.” - & Arogance of the Duteh

Oun the 205k April following, T sent the editor the artigle ve}h-ich'
I here encloge and in which T commented o

my contribution, as I expected be would do
nor did he acknawledge it in any way
.be admitted the subject is one of
interest. Having waited naarly a month, I wrote askipg him ¢

I‘Bﬁ‘(:‘ll‘n me my copy, and I then received from him the lett to
which T shall refer further on, in which it Will‘ s
to enter into a private discussicn with
for good reasons, I have declined, The following is my article :

in common fairness,

both public and historical

MR. ANTHONISZ'S REPLY.

The account of the murder of the Duteh Commiangder Ooate'rl :

pril last is, in the opinion of -

by L.A.D.in your issue of the 19th A
those with whowm T have diseu
- able statement of the occurren
sources of information befora us.
appended to the article vou-decling
reservation' on thg grounds, lst thab
large proportion of her informati
say, are ' after all likely to be
there ate other versions which

ssed the subject, a fair and reason.

In the editorial note you . have

somewhat bigssed,” and 2ng that
‘t.brow a different light upon- the

. ‘ n - his note, being B
compelled to do go in the interests of truth, - He neither publishefl :

; albhough I am sure it will -

be sesn he yroposes
me on the subject, which, =

ces according to the mogs relisble . ..

bo accept this account “withous
the writer bas derived-a -
on from Duteh sourees, which vou.
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trag'e&y. One would wish ﬁo know what these bthef versions are,
~swhence they have been - derived, and - the grounds for their .

- meceptance. This is a snbject to which I have devobed a certain -

amount. of attention and L fear it will befound ﬁha.ﬁ' the information
available to s of this episode is largely, if nob entirely, derived
from Dutch sources. Thess Dutch sources, besides Baldeus and
Valentyn, comprise lefiters, oxtrachs from diaries, and resolutions of
Couneil—all eandid and artless encugh in their nature and origin
to be worthy of acceptance as free from bias. This is the kind of

“testimony on which historians all the world over rely in their

investigation of past events.” The Portuguese writers of this
period do not appear to have considered it necessary to give any
partieulars of the tragedy, and I am nob aware of any Sinhalese
Record of if. C

Tf any such authority could be quoted; which could reasonably
he taken to refute the conclusions drawn by your writer L. A, D,
T am sure any imparfial readar and indeed, all lovers of brath,
-would be glad to"have the question thus sebtled. -

It will bo seen that on the issue between these two versions

- hangs the good name of a distinguished man. Willem JFacobsz

“Coster was a Vice- Admiral in the servica of the Stafes General of
the United Netherlands. He had porformed many deeds of vatour
for his country, had received honours and decorations, and was a
trusted servant of the State. T am loath to encumber this short

" gommunieation with any historical details, but I think it necessary

“o mention some of the events which procedsd the tragedy. After
the capbure of Batticaloa and Trincomalee and the death of the

" Director General Lucasz, the chief command devolved eon Coster,

His first ach was to eatisfy Raja Sinha and to eome to .a fresh
undersianding with him.- The fortress of T:ineomales was fo be

L ‘hauded over %o tha King to be demolished, and this was done.

On tha Portuguese being completely driven out of the island, and -

- ‘matters settled batwesn the allies, the Dutch were to hold only one
. {ork, but all those taken by them were in the meantimeto remain

in .their occupation until the expenses of the war had been .
dafrayed by the King. The war against the Portuguese was than

- procesded with. What assistance the SBinhalese king rendered the

Diteh in this is & matter inke which we need nof. to -entor hete.

" Negombo and Galle; in succession, fell into the hande of the Dutel, -
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who were now in fthe Possession -of three important forbresses, . -
. Batticaloa, Negombo, and Galle, with. Coster as President of the
Couneil to administer affairs, having his hoadquarbers at Galle. -
" Meanwhile Raja Sinha was holding back the promised repaymenf :

- of the expenses which the Dutch had incurred. To Coster’s
- repeated and urgent appsals he made mnot the glightest response,
- and Coster, having his suspicions raised by this and the urfriendiy
attitude of the King's officers, dotermined to geck a personal

interview with the King.” He accordingly set out from Galle on .

the 4th July, 1640, accompanied by. his secretary and a retinue of

men, From this point the story is clearly. related in the asbicle -

you have pub]ished_‘

I tear there is nob sufficient suppors for the épithebs'" vhl'garly

rude and blustering arrogance’ applied to Coster. These are .
strong expressions and it is possible to “ give a dog = bad name °
and hang him.” That he may have baon hasty under provocation '

isvery likely, and all the circumsbances point to the provoeation
having been great; buf it seems most unlikely that a wise, shrewd,
and able administrator, as we find Coster tio have been, would havs
imperilled the cause Lo had undertaken by .Esuch eonduct as hag
been atbbributed to him. Taking evarything into consideration, wa
‘are forced o the conclusion that the sbory related of the ineidents
ol the murder was concoeted for obvious reasons, seeing that the

eye wifnesses of the tragedy, by whom the a.ile'ged'circumsbanua;s

wevre reported, were those whose interest it wag to'éxculpate'hh:e
perpetrators of the crime and to pub all the blame on their vietim,
A scandalous story also in some way reached the ears of the
Company’s Chief at their factory in Persia, who related it ina

letber o tha directors in Holland, not as an offieial intimation, but

casually : and he added thab the actual facts were not asceriuinable.

‘No credence appears to have been given to thig story by the -

. Bupreme Government in Batavia, where the official record refary

tig the murder in resentful and indignant terms as a treacherous ach, -

_ That mueh ecapital has bheen made of corbain ingenuous
passagdes in the published Duteh records by thdge who appear.
anxious fo give a eertain colouy to the -character of the Dubeh'in
their velations with the Sinhalese will ‘he evident to any ona.
We ara nob conearned here either with the general character of the

-Dufch, whether they were avaricious, mercenary, and rapacious, or . . .

DUTCH BURGHER UNION 23

with the forbearance, magnanimity ~and noble disposition of 33]3
" Qipha.  The point at issue is whether bbe characber of- Cosﬁeg a.nd
* the circumstances of the tragedy according to the _vermgnt‘?gpoge

to the or derived from Dufch gources are true or po.t. Lndx_ We.zr:
- put in possession of the authority for that version, and arel

position o form our judgment of its merits. as a.ga'inst'. the copggﬁ_.
cions to be drawn from the docutmentary evidence furnished by the

- Duteh records, we mush, T fear, adhere to the view that the murder

of Vice-Admiral Coster was a dastardly act, treacherously planned,

“and brutally executed; for which it is difficult %o see how any

justification or palliation could be found. Tt is entirvely opposed to

~all rules of life and conduet among civilized pacpla.

1t seems unforfunate that you should rely on two writers

. whom no student of Duabeh hiséory in Cevlon will be prepa..red tg
" aecopl a8 authorities on Ghis gubject; viz., 'Dr. Paul Pleris &;J
: "'Oé,p'lsa.in Robert Parcival. Dr. Pioris’s prominence as a goholar

and writer and his character and position entitle him to all the

- respect which we. would fain accord him ; but his undue animosiby

towards the Dutch has been manifedted ab every‘opportumts; ak?'d
in every book ha has written, and the accuracy of ma.nIy b};‘)' kllz _
publishod statements has been repaatedls_r cha.l[enged. o 1}; : -
searcely fair that ha should be referred to in a question of this kind,

. As regards Captain Percival whom you quota, .' not to suppoirt t.ilq .
" yiew which y.o_ﬁ favour of the Coster tragedy, but as an authority

to prove the evil characher of the Duteh .genemllslr, it musb.ljaks)i
. mentioned that bhe has long had the reputation oﬁ bellng riu marcid :
detractor of the Duteh, and no student of Ceylon }_:1151101;{ wou '(-,’ !
think, consider kim a safa guide, Lord Valen$la, wio Evm ee
. Caylon shortly after ths publication oE_‘ the‘ work, ma.k?s ;e};arencri
in his © Travels;” to the manner in which it was receive berekai
publication ; and subsequent writers have shown that the book is

" fall of inaccuracias and wrong conclusions. So that he could not

be taken soriously., For the present, howaver, Swe mayh dgm;gs
_ him altdgether,_a.s he does not throw any light on the Coster
tragedy. : |
E THE EDITOR'S LETTER. : ‘
Tngtead of publishing “this article, tk}e' Fditor, as 1 l_mve smd,,
gent ms a letter replying to my -objections mare t'h’fm. a4 mm':t_h
after the receipt of my communication, and only aftey his attention
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was drawn to the matter. T declined 5o discuss the subjeet with -

him in this personal way, and propose to deal with the material
points__of his letter here. :

_ 1. His axcusa for the dalay to notice my communication is,
that he had been ifl and unable to abtend work, I am sorry T
eaneot accept this ag quite a sa,bisfaét‘.ory expl
ahsolute silence with which T was treabed, seeing that during all

this fime the paper was in full working, with some rasponsgible
person’ ab its head.

2. . He does not agree with ma that Lis editorial note is uofajr.

I fear he doss nob quits understand t
us. I have said that there ave no sources of information open %o
writers on thig subject, except Dutch sources, and -I practically
challenged him to produce any authority on the subject from a Portu-
guose or Sinhalede writer. This wag my refubation of his argument
that L. A. D.’s information was largely derived from Dutch sources
and wag therefors likely o be biassed.
challenge, bu¥ parsists in repeating, * there is another version of
thiz murder and it ig only fair the other version should he given
ejual publicity.” I would point out bhat we have got nothing to
“do with “versions ” in a matter of this kind, but &
original sources of information. He seems to bs hopolessly a4
gea on this subjeet, and, in hig halplessness, appeals to Dg, Panl
Piaris, who, he says, “ draws mogi of his information from Porbu-
guese sources, which tainted though they may be are less likely to
- be g0 prejudiced as must be official Dutelh records in eonnaction
with ‘an event such as the wurder of Coster.” Had hs been hettar
informed on this subjoct, be would have known . that Dr. Paul
Pierls went to no Portuguese soures for his *‘version” of the
tragedy, bub drew it from the late Mr, F. H. de Vos’s translation

aly solely on

of'a passage oceurring in the Duteh © Dag Registor ” of Batavia,

and published in the Ceylon Literary Register (Vol. TI P 350).
Dr. Paul Pieris is one whom I have always held and now hold in
high personal estesm ; hnt whenaver I have dj
avy of his facts and eonclusions, and where I'was convinced thag
- hs was wrong, T have never hesitated to tell him so. -
to make the whole dase against Coster. hang on
" sbatéinent of one who may be justly regar
“at loast: a participator in the erima.

It is wrong
he dubious
ded as:the principal, or

anation of the

he simple issue hetwaen -

Hs does not answer mj '

ftered from him in .
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Tt would bz as well to have before ug the acbual randering of
the passage by Mr. de Vos. I am prepared to vouch for hhescegri(lzjl
of thig rendering, but would be glad to plz.uce _hhe Dut‘c (;rlﬁ !
before any one desiring to see ib. The following 1s the translakion:

“ At noon having arrived at a cerbain viliage ca.ll‘sd Nﬂega;n,
where stood some small houszes, and His Hon.our deslrmg'to enter
a low hut to eat and rest a bit, whilst bowing, as the jlajiorfwa:j
nob very high, was treacherously abiacked fund spealet ”:001'
behind with 41 lances and as many spears, withou &ng ;L“ :
word. Be'ng thuz horled forward one of 13h,e a.forfas'a;c & t0|:,;t
sprang forward and at once enb Iis I—Ionour's neck ob., 80 ot
$he aforssaid His Honour who had before this beemn by s;a N
land in various perils and dangerous encounters and_ bylGo\ Srdzr[;)
alwaye preservod, was there most miserably a.n.d. un]u.st ytmuough
ad and killed. He was a brave soldier and mtellsge(;) ler?d "
to commence mafbbers prudently, but too haughty‘ -;m }18.1 -
‘hia subordinates, so that, in this respect, he was quite the sa,lt c;
Some of his suite, who attempted so defend thar.nseives wirclla sk
kitllad on fthe spob, viz., the surgeon. 3 soldmrg a,nda t}?cir
gorvanta, in all 8 persons. The res’fﬁ were disarme ,b ;d
bodies sbripped of their ecloths, m1semb1y beatel.f., 01;1r re,
.a.nd pub aside, DBub about half an hour afterwards Lh:g. f“?;e
called before the aloresaid Modliar who told them, ."M luim
Prosident, ag the milk that he had ecallel fo.r was nob gwetll ti ”
quick enough, had struck him on his chest Wlhh bis cane, e 1
fhe inhabitaats of the aforesaid village being m-ostly Wlld} nf:en,
could not ‘tolerabe it, and had therefore beaten him fo death.

I would invite a close comparison- of the a.bova with the
“ version ” of it which Dr. Pieris has givan‘ (m@e 'su,pm,) and
this again with his footnote on p. 270 of' his Ribeiro 8 Coylon.
It wounld enable any one who, like the Hditor .Of the ‘ Sunday
Mimes,” is not prepared to accept the informabion derived from
Duteh sources, to form a correct estimabte of the value of the
- * other versions ”* of which so much has heen made. Wh‘at cra-
dence the Dutieh authorities at Batavia, i‘n faihh[glly rocording the
reports received hy them, placed on this plaumble. story. of %he
Mudaliyar, it is not ditficult to sonjecture, .Tuke-n in conjunction
with all the circumstances preceding and following ‘the sragedy,
it is hard to conceive how such a story could be belioved.
&
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The Editor maintains that Dubeh sources are tainted and
prejudiced,” because the Dubch wore interested in the mabter:
This iz indeed a novel view of history and absclutely revolutionary.
If this ig. right all English history written by HEnglishmen and
-derived from English sources, is tainted and worthless.  Whab
then about Sinhalese and Portuguese sources? TIf an English
writer {ike Macaulay gives us an insight into the conduet of Clive
and Warren Hastirgs in India (eontemporary with the Dutoh in
Ceylon), we must conclude, according o the Tditor's logie, that
bhese are English versions and therefore tainted unfavourably in
Linglish interests, What then would be the trath when Maocanlay
gives a plcture bad enough ?

3. The Editor agress with me and with his eontribubor
LA D. in Gotally rejecting the story of the abduction of &
Portuguese woman, as entirely without foundabion and prohably

a Binhalese invention.” T aw pleased to find him arrive ab this

conclusion, but' I do not understand on whaf reasoning he finds
this story false and the other, of the Mudalivar’s frue.

"4, He nexh proceeds to juskify his remark that Coster was
“vulgarly rude and blusteringly arrogant,” to which I took
excepbion. Here again he refers to what we may conveniently
c¢all “ versions,” for they are of no historical value., His authority
hers is Emersdn Tennent, from whom he quotes the following :
“ The Dusch were singularly unfortunate in the selection of their
ngonts on these oceasions. Kosfer, a rude sailer, insulfed Raja-
singha II as Do Weert had previously oubraged Wimala Dharma ;
he was dismissed without the usual diplomatic conrtesies, and
‘murdered on his retarn to Batticaloa. (*‘Ceylon: Vol. II p 43,
footnote}), Now Emerson Tennent, although he was free to draw hig
own conelugions and to éxpress his own ¥views on mafbors, must
have based the foregoing statement on authorities he had constilted.
We are not left in doubt as to these, for he refars to Baldeus and
Valentyn—the only authorities. in fach, available to him ag the
translated extracts from the Dabeh Dag Reglster,” which havo
been so helpful to some of our present historiang, had not yet then
sesn the light of day. Hmarson Tennent has not deseribad Coster
“as ' vulgarly rude and blusteringly arrogant ” nor by any expres-
sions nearly as offensive as these, Yat wo may a3 well ascarbain -
how far he was justified in gaying what be has said, I add trans-
lations of the passages reforred fo-  In the caze of Baldeus, I have
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-gone fo the original Dutch edition, albhough Em_erson. Tennent tfas
”a..I-JpaJren[}l'y consulbed the faulty Tnglish translation in Churchills

Voyages (Vol. 3) T presume that in the case of Valenbyn, ::‘v.ho, by
the way, wrabe goma eighty yvears after the.cvent, Emerson Tennenk
was able to peruss the original. 7 )
Baldeus writes (p- 112): ** Cosber had gone in person to Kandy,
bub,c.oul& obtain none of his parfectly just damands He was

" Jetained in vain, snd thus. growing disappointed and impatient, he

bogan to threaten the courtiers {veally a piece of great imprudence
and a mark of wanb of tact), To this he added wcn:(]s of abuse,
which were conveyed to His Majesty in the worsh l.tght; and he
qiickly gave lsave to Cosler to deparb from Kandy, withoub any of
the honours he was entitled to. On the way he was s‘ha.mt‘afuliy
murdered by those who had eome ¢n the pratence of leading him to

» . 1)
. Batticaloa—ean infamous return for all his great serviees.

Valentyn writes {(p+ 120) : * Having arrived there (Kandy‘), he
could obtain none of hig just demands, and was neadlessly detained,
which disappointed and chafed him so, that he hegan fo threat.en
the courbiers, although ha should have had tha case of Sebald de
Weerd as o warning. To his threabs be afberwazds a.dded .::tbuse.
which the Sinhalese would not hrook, and whieh they immediately

" sommunieated fio the King, who theveupon gave Coster leave to

depatt from TKandy, withoub. receiving . any of the _tolien?.of
honour which were usual on such occasions. Thereupon, being
led to Batticaloa by some.Binhalese, he was, on the way, lament—:
ably murdered by tham at the village Nilgal.”’ ‘

I. would now ask what evidence is fhere thab Coster wus
“ yulgarly rude and blusteringly arregant ~? One wanis 4 cer‘tu,jm
shratch of imagination to draw sueh a conclusion from the authorltlies _
available. That he was of & hasty tempemment.has bveen est.a.bhs:
od : but so also has it been established that in this parbiculas
instance he had received the utmost provocation. A hasty temper
is nobt incompatible with the character ‘of & Well-manm.ared
gentleman, and so far as may be ascerbained, from all the acc:ounts
preservad of Coster, he was of a chivalrous and mag‘nammogs
disposition, and he bad been especially liberal and cons:&em‘te in
his dealings with Raja Sinha, Oue may therefvore well exclaim in
the words of the Dutch historian, ** Whatb an infamous return fpr
s:.idh greal sorvices—een godilooze belooming woor zoo groolen
dienst.
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5. I havae shewn in my arbicle that the question of the general
charactar of the Dulich is one quite outside that of the Costar
tragedy, with which the orginal article by L. A. D. was concerned
and to which I had applied mysell in my comments on the editorial
note ; but the editor comes back to the subject in his letber. Ha ia
apparently very angry with the Dutch, as no doubt some obhers
are. e says, “ As to ths rapacity and greed of the Duteh I do
not rely on Percival “alone.” Percival forsooth! Tt is nob
necassary to inform “you that I conld fll quite a considerable
volume With quotations on the subjeet from various authoritiez,”
Tt is indeed painfully troe that such writers did and do exish, who
have possibly afforded him a great deal of pleasant reading. I
helieve that in the course of Llhe last hundred yvears Percival was
followed by several ofthers of a2 like furn of mind, soma of
whom have quoted him. some have enlarged on what he has
writtan, and others havs expounded their own views on the gubject,
Wo have o right to gusstion their credentials, bub would not deprive
them of the joy of their congenial task in abusing the Dutch, of
whom, as a watter of fack. they knew vary little. I may jusk
mertion that one could easily fill a volume with the *‘ atrocities
of any Eurcpean nation that went abroad, conquering or colonizing,
during the 17th and 18th eenturies. .

6. The Hditor bas conecluded his lebber with the 'following
passage: ' In my opinion to senfience a man ko death and o carry
out that sentence for destroying a cinnamon tree found growing in
his own garden was ag reprehensible a murder as was the murder
of Coster.”” We may presume that it is histavically correch this
execubion took place; but the Fditor is somewhat confusad in his
mind when he ealls this o murder of the same dagtardly class as
that of Costor. A judicial sentence for breaking the law of the
land, however hard that law may be, is not murder. Iow yoars
alter this event fook place here in Ceylon, they were hanging men
for sheep stealing in Bngland, Would thab be murder oo 9

How thz Dubeh ruled in Ceylon ; by wtat right they did so;
what they accomplished; and what benefits they conferred on the
inhabifants, are subjects that must be freated dlsewhere, bub the
information for $he purpose should be sought from sourses other
than those which have been available to the Rditor of the ™ Sunday
Times."” :

B. G. ANTHONISEZ.
Oeylon Independent, Thwrsday, June 11, 1925,
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Tgr MURDER oF COSTER.

The * Queer Story'® we publish to-day ex.pla.iri_s itself, and
we are glad that this ample and decisive correciion bas beeqn made
of statements recklessly made and as recklessly 'defended. The
time has come when a stand should be wade agamst‘the suhtle
misrepresentations and misstatements o? f;m’ﬁ bzr ’\«X.’hlch t.he t%'ue
character of an important period of this lsland’s historv is being

" darkencd. Al this while, the diatribes against Duteh rule in

Coylon and the absurd earicabures of the Duteh people _weire allolel:l
ed to pass eomparatively up-nobiced. They Were 716&(1 wi
amuzemant chiefly, and neither MR, R. G. %NTI.IONIS.Z‘ nor the
late M- F. B. nE Vos of Galle could ord1:nar1‘1y bg induced to
contradict assertions which the slightest invesfigation would have
shewn to be either unwarranbted inferences or baseles:q fables. So
long as the lafe MR, DONALD FERGUSON was alive to f:h_('ack_
readings and misreadings, some sare was shewn in the'enupclatlo'n
of theories and descriptions of events in Porfuguese history. His
place has since been taken by the Brv. FAT;ER 4, G. PERBRA, wl;go
keeps a watebful eye and a sharp rod for offenders. One hag to ba

- earelal now whab one says about Porbuguess rule and Portuguese

poliey in Ceylon. Generalities may, of COI.lL"_S?, bo freely mdulﬁgd
in, for they are safe, and a sbudent or auy'thmkmg rea‘der kr.lows 4 53;
are negligible ; but specific statements must ke justified, and {frooa
dooes nob consish in merely quoting chapter ard verse, volume.thls or
page thab, in support of an ineident or an.asserhton.. %nythlng can
be proved cr disproved by isolated quotat.aon's ; bub it ls. necefssa.rz
ihab suthorities, unlike the votes ab an election, ghould be weighe

as well as counted.

The immunity which aspersions against the Dulch a_.nd Dutch
rule in Qeylon have enjoyed all these years h‘as besn mIsFaken by
many who are beginning to think that there is really nothing o be
caid in favour of the Duteh. There are many ‘who ate led fo
bolieve that they can freely say anything Wh_&tever against Dui.zch
or Porbuguese rule, uspecially if one or two dls?reet agd ﬁa,ttex:mg
allusions to British rule accompany the easy gibes against previous
governments ; and if oae fiads it imprudent to say franklsf all that
one 'feels and wishes to say about British misdeeds there is always
MARSHALL of some obher writer who can be quohed.' The x;g;-
ponsibiliby for the remarks s thus shilted—so ono thinks. . a
é,ra glad that the case for the Duteh is no longer bo be allowed to
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go by default, In the present instance tho exposure iz eomplets.
MR. R. G. ANTHONISZ'S cold, pitiless logic cuts away like a knife
the trappings which sneumber the truth. Ha allows no evasion,
Ha ingists upon differentiating hebween fiction and realiby, between
theory and faet, between vain imaginings and historieal evidence,

between the thing as you wish o be and the thing as it actually -

is. Ha draws up no indictment against a whole people. Fven
the blatant assertion based on PERCIVAL--on PERCIVAL, of all
writers on Ceylon | —thab the Dutch were a grasping, avaricious,
and rapacious peopls, is passed over with diginified restraint.
‘He confines himself to the main issue —tha murder of WILLEM
Jacossz COSTER. ‘

What were the circumstaness in which that murder was
committed ? The story of Coster atbracted tho attention of L A.D.
a lady whose studies of Jeylon have brightened many a page of
~our periodical literature, L.A D.uent a newspaper the account
she had compiled of the murder of Coster, The BEditor printed it,
and added -a note of his own ‘which pointed oub that T..A D.'s
information was derived from Dutch sources which would natural-
ly be biassed. that there were otber versions. of the incgident, and

" that the Duteh were difficult and objectionable. people. MR. R (,
ANTHONISZ happened o come across the paper and he wrote in
support of L. A.D.’s narrabive, but the Editor neither printed
the article nor referred to it in his paper. Instead, after an
interval and & reminder, he wrote a lettér to Mr. ANTHONISZ
in which he discussed the ecircumstances of the murder, the
character of the Dutch, and the value he set on his authorities,
in other words, he wanbted to turn into =z private argument
between Mr., ANTHONISZ and himself, what he himsell began

as & puoblic debate! MR AKXTHONISZ. as we might have -

expected, declined the privilege, and as the matter is one of much
historical interest, be has sent us the whole case for publication.
Students of Jeylon history will be grateful for the light thrown on
‘the incident and on an ohseure period by our most eminent author-
ity on that peried. We may add that MR, ANTHONISZ s statement
in ibs lueidity, precision, and restraint will serve as an excellent
model which younger, lsss experienced, and moreambitious writers
may copy with great advantags,
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ToE MURDER OF COBTER.

MR. R. G. ANTHONISZ, whose decisive confutation of ‘the
sﬁutemeats which distorted the facts of Coster’s n‘l‘urder we pubhsf- ‘
ed recensly, wribes supplementing his article -— In my remarks

) on bhearticle in the ™ Times Sunday Tllustrated ” on the murder

of Clogter which you were good enough fio publi_sh. in your ‘1ssu<i 0(_1;
the 11th instant I stated thab ‘ the Portuguese Wr}ters of this .pel.lo

do not appear to have considered it necessary" to give any pa‘rtlcuiﬁrs
of the tragedy.” I was led to this balief chiefly by thg.fach t at
Dr. PAUL PIERIS, who is supposed to be well read on thig subject,
drew his version of the tragedy from Dutcl’.l som"e(?s. A gentlem;mci;
high in authority on the ancient history of the .Sl‘nba.lese an}f‘ wdel

acquainted with the Poxbuguess and Dutf:h pe'mods, has in y
referred me o a passage in De Queiroz which gives whab we may
consider the Portuguese account of the tragedy. The Pogtugue;e;
suspleions of Coster’s object in procesding to Kandy, surmised t-ba-
he went there to induce the King to make an abback on g‘_)lofn ?,
but with regard o the tragedy ibself the Portuguese wriler is in

" full agreemant with the several Duteh mecounts, In clear and

explicit terms De Queiroz stabes that Cosfier was as.sa,ssina.ted on.
the orders of the Sinhalese king. Tt is strange 'that Dr, PIERIS,
who lays such store by the De Queir_oz parrabive, -should have
failed to notice so important a fact.”

Murder will oub, says the proverb; so will Truth,
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COMPLIMENTARY DINNER TO THE
HON’BLE MRB. L. M. MAARTENSZ.

One of the most enjovable gocial evanty hald within the walls
of the" Dutch DBurgher Union Hall in recent years was the
dinner given to the Hon'ble Mr, I.. M. Maartenss, to commemorata
his elavation fo the Supreme Court Bench.

The dinner which was organised and successfully carried ouf
,_by Dr. H. P. Joseph, our energatic Ciub Secrsbtary, was open fo
memberg of the Club and the Unien and their families,

The well known caterer Mr. Arthur Ephraums provided a
?'eckz?ﬁ"ciw dintiar and a Jazz Band which was in attendanee added
considerably to the snjoyment of the evening, Much econviviality

and. excellent fseling prevailed and the parby broke up at a
late hour. :

Mr. R. G. Anthonisz,” our President, took the chair and had
the guest of honour ab his right, THe following sat in addision :

Mr. and Mrs, D, V. Altendorff, Mr. and Mre. T. K. Carron
Mr.. and Mrs. E. G. Gratiasn, Mr. and Mrs, Ii H. Joseph’
Dr. and Mrs. H. P. Joseph, Mr and Mrs. M. Joseph’
Mr.and Mrs. A. B, Keuveman, Mr, and Mrs. W. E. V. da Booy,
Mr. and Mrs. E. A, Vanderstvaaten, The Hon’ble Mr. (. A. \Ville,
Irs. V. Langenberg and R. I.. Spittel, Messrs. M. M. Anbhonisz’
H . Bartholomuesz, C. P, Brohier, L. B. Blazé, H. O. Baven,
P. G. Cooke, H. P. Christoffelez, A. Dricherg, G, V. Greuier,
A. C.B. Jonklaas, C. K. Joachim, J. A. Maartensz, P, A, Maarbensz,
D. Maarbensz, W. de Niese, J. B. Toussaint, J. T. van T ,

L _ 7 west,
H. C. de Yos, F. W. de Vos, and II. H, Vanderwall, e

After the loyal toast, the Chairman proposed he toast of the
guest of the avaning which was enthusiastically drunk to mugical
hgnours. The Hon'ble Mr., L. 3. Maarbensz repled. Mr. 1.
H. Vanderwall next propssed the tasst of the Chairman which
was received with equal enthusiasm. Mr. B. @&, Anthonisz
replied. We are indebted to Mr. J. B. Toussaint, the handy man of

“our Union, for i f
bo-;sh l?;to.n, for the following excellent report of the gpeeches on b}_Je
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THE GUEST.

- (PROPOSED. BY THE CuAIRMAN, ME. R, G. ANTHONISZ)

 Ladie¢ and Gentlemen,—We must now drink fo the health @)f

“the honoured guesh we are entertaining bonight. It gives me greak
.pleasuye indeed, and it is also a great privilege to me, to' propose
~this toast, T am sure I am expressing the feelings of all present

when I say that the appointment of our worthy friend
Mr. Maartensz, to bthe Suprema Court DBench - has given wus

" unbounded satisfaction and pride. The honour which has been
" eonferred on him should be & source of peculiar gratifieation to cur
" community. We are a small community and we know that in it

prizes and preferment are only gained by personal merit, I shall

- mot go on here to praige the abilities of our friend or to speak of
" those high qualities of head and heart which have raised him to his
" present position, as he is seated here beside me and I know that
-with hig characteristic modesty he will objeet to any personal
" allusions of thig kind ; but I should like to mention af least one

raagon why to us - mombers of the '_Dubch ‘Burgher Union hig |
elevation to the highest tribunal of the land is a source of much
pride and satistaction, He has besn so closely associated with the

“Union from its very outiset, and has alwaye worked so zealously,

yeb unobtrusively, for its interests, that we have come to look wpon’

“him as a tower of strength,  The Union has passed through many

vicigsifudes during the eighteen years of itz existence. Wa have

‘mat - with many discouragements and dizappoinfwents in our
" efforts to achieve our objects, but the support of those who haye

adhered to the Union through all its varying forfunes has been a
source of greal encouragemsné., I am sure fthat so long ag we
have members of the type of Mr. Maartensz in tha Union, who
have been always able and ready to mive it their time and their
labours, we have _no'thing to fear. The Dubch Burgher . Union will
yet win its way. . I anticipate & timo, perhaps after some of us old

" folk have passed bo our res, when, with careful and tactinl

management, and by keeping its main objects in view, the Union

" will still be an institution to reckon with in thiz country. I am

gure, ladies and gentlemen, there is one regret that you will all

" ghare with me, and that i that Mrs, Maartensz is nob here to
_accept our felicitations on this occasion. Herself a member of the

Dutch Burgher Union, she hag always taken a great inberest in its
3.
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wg}llfa.re, ':'a.nd I am sure wheuw she i3 back é;mongéﬁ us again gh
Zivvild eoInlu]:ua to give it the same sympathy and support she alwayz
Mr. . sdt_all now zsk you to join me in offering our worthy friend
has. bazilcingz ouqr hearty congratulations on the high honour thaf
nferred on him and in hoping that in th ’
. T k g e.nsar I
will ba the recipient of yet higher honours. {Lioud cheeis ‘;'3“1"9 e

The toast was drank with musieal honours.

‘THE HON'BLE MR. MAARTENSZ'S REPLY

Ladies and Glentlomen —1
| _ n—1 felt very much hone
s oncured wh
_dizne-ild‘ ﬁwfmt thcla Dutch Burgher Union wished to entertajn niz i
Sufﬁcia.ntl‘) only fer.fr was that I should not he able to e .
pafiel ¥y my appreclation and thanks for the honour ﬁha}imess
) ona ma. T shars the regret expr ien that
. g pressed by Mr. An igg
Mre. Maartensz is not here tonight., Mg, Antilon?sjnlfi?ms; ot
raterred

to me as a pillar of the Dutch Burgher Union

that I am not & bigger pillar,

which ;
eX;StenIeslz.‘:eaag'ways il,la.ken the keenest interest becausa it came ing
. ime when the communis i e
in danger of losing its identity o e b, 1o helong s
enthusia 2o, i 1
sm, energy and courage, in spite of criticism both in ki
n hisg

-own eamp as well as outside i

1D as 0 i, that the i i

Tha Union is tha symbal or rather the [on came into peing.
B.urg.her community,
Geases bto exish, as

I am only sOrry

and it will be a ver i
y sad day - .
bhat will mesn that bho YDlndeed when it

o e .
.gmmumby itsolf will cease tio exist asg g separate enfit
iby.

I fool vary m.uch
. touched by the a N
sh & appraciati i -
anfilwl!ﬁj[:f;]:he honoulr bhat hag been done me b‘:lr;flvhwh you have
of v it - upon bhl.s enterfainment not so much - ¥ appeintment,
" fooli ¥ 0;‘313‘1 appointmant bub as an appreci 48 & .recogniticn
ng towards me person pracia
. . ] El.!ly as a N
-.I have trletfl my bosh bo sxpress member of
plrdon me if I have not said all tha

your co mity.
myself and I know n;?tfn;sﬁl
: b I should havs said,

_ Ladies and gentlemon
hOI?.O‘IJ.!‘ yvou have done me "ﬁ
which you have received thi

I thank vou most heartily for the

oday and for &h i
s toast. (the cordial manner in

The Union is an ingtitution jn
and i§ was due to M. Anthonisz’g

sign manual of the Duteh - :

ubeh Burgher
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THH CHAIRMAN
(ProposED BY MEB. K. H. VANDERWALL)

" Tiadies and Gentlemen,—1 rise bo propose the toast of our
respecked President and Chairman, & Boass which is always
euntitied fo be received with loyalby and pride within these walls.

Tn the life history of communities, there have heen at varicus
times great popular movements —teligious, political, and gocial-—
which have owed their success to the genius and ingpiration of one

greab man.

The history of the Burgher communiby since the British
occupabion is a short one, but in that hisbory there stand
of two men who have renderad signal

congpicuous the name
. A. Lovenz and

service to'their communiby. I refer to Mr.

. Mr. BR. (. Anthonisz.

- Mhe firsh of Shese placéd -4 valuabls hall mark on his
ecommunity, the latber performed the difficult and seemingly
impossible tack of consolidating it. Up to this day, it we ftry #o
dizcover o what great heights a Burgher is capable of rising, the
life and eareer of Liorenz will furnish the answer,.

~ When Lorenz died in 1871, saventy' five years had passed
since bhe Brisish occupation of the island and the position and the
prospect of the Burghere ware already heginning to wear the

.‘.sambla.nea of a difficult problem.

Tn the year of Tioveriz’s death, there was an earnest-minded
youth on the thyeshold of his dawning manhocd, who boldly looked
into the fubure and dreamed greab drgame, Ye saw that the goal
was distant, that the way was weary and long, and yet his heart
did notb fail him, for his eyes had seen the vision splendid.

Need T menficn to you, ladies and genilemen, that Tam
referring o our respectad Chairman., With characteristic zeal be
prefaced himself for the great adventure which was to be his life’s
work. He studied and mastered the Dutch language. Heo studied
and mastered Dutch hisbory. He studied and mastersd the hisbory
of every family in this is‘lémd with & Dutch eonnection, until the
details of these are now as familiar o his lips ag household wordd.
Tiere I feel a tribute is due to his marvellous powers of memory.
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gg;:?d;nd wibhc{)uh & single note bo' guide him he is able at all
o give complex and continuous details of th i i
of any Burgher in this island. o family bistory

In conrse of time the Dutch Burgher Unibn, the product of hi
own brain, cawe  into existence. It is true thera were lo l?
hel.pers and fo these our hearty thanks are due. Loyal he iﬂ
loyal hsmd!_s, loyal purses raliied to the camuse. Among the pio et
was our distinguished guest. e was one whose heart nevp fﬁf’ffs
h;rn and whoso courage never grew dim,. e failed

But in spite of all, it is nothing but the truoth that but for-

Mr. R, G. Anthonisz, the Dut
. ) ch Burgher Union
- absolutely impogsible of accomplishment, would havo boon

N m:‘z czme tcb) tlhe personal gualities of our Chairman, there seems
¢ be a striking resemblance befween him his |

ik : and hig illustri-

ous exemplar, William - the Silent, the saviour of Holland andstge

founder of Dufch independence. Tt is gaid of William the Silent

ghat whene.ver be pulled off hig hat to a man, he wom ‘a subject
rom the King of Spain. In the same way our respec[;éd Ghl,i:

- man by his geniality, hizs readiness to kelp and his entire froedom |

from ostentation of any kind, is eminently suited tobe the leader

; . .
of our somewhat varied community. A marked characteristic of

his is his fine old world e i '

: . ourtesy, which iz seen equally in bi
de'almgs Wlb.b the highest in the land and with the Iowiliezt ] li[lf -
_vx:sh to reah'se the grandeur of a mountain we cannot dol 80 '{)Vﬂ
zba;?dlnﬁg tl?t n:_s foot. Little trifles such as stones and shrubﬁ

truet the view., In the same wa i 'y

| ¥, the perspective (ol vears
necessary o get o full realisation of a groakb mé)nc VB?[;JZ{JY:?S v
}in ozln day a:nd féenemmon respech and admire My, Anthenisz, I :::2

rmly convineed that the generation will ’
aimbo pyineed tha 8 to agome will respect and

Shakespears referred to the so :
ad‘apb the phrass to our respecﬁedvgzh:igfxi:; tz.::g. b . p'ltj.?pose .
ﬁ(f)mt & moral and adorn my tale. It we review Mr.Y Alnih;;?:ﬁs
alne:i Zv;aihta};]; g;jﬁ;};}ztabg t};lasb a]:eazdy passed fhrough six sba[;e:

: n e best stage of all s4il] i i

t:;i Sfl s[f] st:;i’e hz.ﬂwas a lawyer, in the seecond sta.gealia’\!::,sh;mn']erj[n?
por ot n y hn eparbment the Tdueation Deparbment. In the
stage he belonged to the Registrar-General’s Department, In
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‘the fourth stage he was a judge, in the fifth stage an Assistant fo

a Government Agent, and in the sixth stage he was Government

Archivist,

- TLadies and gentlemen, it is not difficult for us to indicato what
the seventh staga should ba. 16 is the stage for which Mr. Antho.

" nisz’s whols life and training have eminently qualified him, that of

Historian of the Duteh Period in Ceylon.

T address myself directly to vou, Sir, and ask you to complete
the great work you have begun.

I ask you in the name of all of us present hera this evening
and thogse whom we represend, T agk yon in the name of the

- generations yet unborn. T ask vou also in the name of our illos-
trious dead, whose graves and memories are dasecrated by pseudo-

~ historians, whoge rotigh, rude hands distort the trubh,

© You may answer mae, Sir, that you are now old and that you
have finished your life’s work. Bub let me hearten and encourage

you with the words of the aged Ulysses:

Somathing ere the end,
Some work of noble note may yet be done,”.
* Not unbecoming men that strove with gods.
{(Ligud applause )

MR. ANTHONISZ'S REPLY.
Ladies and Gontlemen,—Until 2 moment ago I had no idea’

" that the toast of the Chairman was going to he proposed. 1 am

therefore vary much taken aback, nob only by the toast itself, but
by the manner in which Mr. van der Wall hag proposed i, Had

" I known that be was going to eulogize me in guch terms I should
have been better prepared ta reply to bim. I would not haye been
able to emulate his eloquence, but I might have thanked him ia
an appropriate manner, [ am afraid that he has been carried away
‘by_his warmbh of feeling and enthusiasm to very much exaggerate
" my humble virtues. (Cries of “No, No”). What really appals
me ig that he should have placed me on a lavel withk fhe greab
. A, Lorensz. I dare not coveb such a digtinetion. T do nob
know how to thank you for the appreciation you have shown of the
gentiments expressed by Mr. van der Wall. It ig to me a greal
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" source of pleasure o feel that what little services [ have rendered
to the Duteh Burgher Community have been so much appreciated.
I do not myself put so high a value on them. A+ the time- the
Dutch Burgher Union was sturbed our community was in a bad
way and many of us were filled with dismay at the signs abroad,

All T did was to propose to a few friends rome movement such ag .

this 6o stem the tide, and woe had to consulé togethar as %o our
plang. To give me the gols credit of bringing the Union into exig-
tence is, T fear, to carry the matfer too far. Ye$ what Mr, van
der Wall hag said is perfectly true, that there was a time when it
wasg absolutely necessary that something should be done to
prevent the downfall of oup community. We were sailing like a
ship without a rudder, and 1 do not kuow whore we would have
drifted these eighteen vears had the Union not been formed
to keap us together. The detractors of the Union do nob know
how muech it has doae for them and how much they themselyvas
owe to it. Tt has served to keep the Dutch Burgher Community

alive. 1 should like you all to bear in mind that whatever support’

we_give to the Duteh Burgher Union we give to the community
t0 which we belong, and in doing so we not only honour

our ancesbors but also ensure the prosperity of those who ecome

alber us. (Applause)

Speeches were also made by Mr. A, Drisherg, Mr. W.
de Niase and Dr. H. P, Joseph.
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NOTES AND QUERIES.

The Pipe of Clay.—The following lines have been sent to us
trom an old serap-book, and are said to have beel_n written b.y S'll?
Ricbard."v'(}a.yley, late Chief Fustice, during his early years 1n

“Ceylon, when staying at Flie Iouse with his friend C. A. Lorena.
.-Lorenz is said to have set the verses to music and they were

gung to hiz pianciorte accompaniment qt some of their happy
convivial gatherings:
- The Pipe of Clay.
. To Beauty’s charms or wars alarms
Liet others tune their lay, Sir,
But as for me my theme shall be
My rare old pipe of elay, Sir,
Though bowls of wine may be divine
To drive dull care away, Sir,
Veb thers's no bowl ean ease the soul”
Ag the bowl of a pipe of clay, Bir.

What incense breathe from fleecy wroabhs
Of vapour lightly rising,
As wo sit ab night with our pipes alight
All care and strife despising.
Though Fortune flies, though Friendship dies,
Though Hope may fade away, Sir,
Yot there's o friend that’ll last to the end
In the rare old pipe of clay, Sit.

And what ig Life with all its strife,
Its pomp, its vain display, Sir,
It ceems to me most fike to be
To a well-filled pipe of elay, Bir. -
T vouth 'tis bright with glowing light
And {resh as the break of day, Sir,
But soon 'tis sped, the spark hag fled,
And there’s nothing left but the elay, Sir.

The Coster Tragedy.—Inquirer writes: ° Are there any
~ versions of the murder of Cosier based on sources other tha.n.
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Du.!:ch ?  Heoing that the occurrence took place in 1640 whila th

P?rtl.;lgu.ese were still here, it seems stranga that their c,hronziielerse

Blbe:ro“and Da Queros, have not made mention of it The Edit :
. of the " Sunday Times Tllustrated mﬁinta-ins thére are obhzf

versions. It would be interesting to ha e shiant
ve thi
oub.” _ s subject threshed

This mattor has been. fully dealt with in bwo articles in. the

" issue of the Ceylon Independent of the 11th and 25th June Ias .

which we publish in this number with permission

Datch Paintings. —With reference to the report of g rece.nt'

maebing of the Ceylon Branch of the Royal Asiatic Society
correspond(?nt‘ wishes to know *‘ whether the statement ma.de,b

‘Dr. Paul Pieris that Silvaf was the only portrait painber Oeylby
has produced is ecorrect. Ho is said o have painted portraits of z
W.de Neys and his wife in Dutch times.” It is hardly necessar

for us tp say tihat Silvaf was nob the only porfrait painter i::
Ceylon. Wg might name among others: Pieter Philip van
Houten of éarly  British days, Pister van der Straaf of a lat

(S{ecade and John Leonard Kalenbers van Dort of more rec EE
times. Mr. Silval tho painter did not live in D.utch fimes s?nd
hhs.refore oould not have paintad porbraits of any one during, that
perlod. Asg a matber of fact, he came bo Coylon from Pondicher .

in the late twenties of the last century, and died in CoIombc? 1qu
18‘43- Of portrait painters in Dubch ‘times particalar men:lf:im:,;I
might be made of Pieter de Bevers and Carl Frederik Reimer
Thero wert.a Prob&bly several others as we have seen in our out.h'
some exgulmte porbraits in ivory of old Ceylon people., Itis f{aar d
thab owing 0 the characteristic negloct and indifferen.ce of a et;
generation few, if any of these could now he recoverad, -

a
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NGOTES OF EVENTS.

Commissioner of Assize, '
The Honcurable Mr. L. M. Maartensz was appcinbed . com-

 missioner of Agsize to preside over the Criminal Sessions of the

Supremea Court held at Galle and Matara.

King's Birthday Honours,
Wa offer our hearty congratulations to Mrs, G. 8. Schneider,

"~ who hag been appointed & Member of the Order of the British

Hrapire and to Mr. E. A. Vanderstraaten who has received the

- Tmperial Service Oxder.
~ Dutch Burgher Town Guard.

‘ We also heartily congratulate Major W. E. V. de Rooy on his
promotion to Field Rank.

Obituary.
Weo regret to record the death of Mr. ¢, J. H. Leembruggen,
one of the oldest and most respected members of the Dutich

Burgher Community.

New Members.
The following wera elected during the guarber:
Mz, A. N. Weinman, Mr, L, A, Muller.

THE FINANCES OF THE UNION.

The following special subscriptions tb the Union, received up
to 94th June 1925, ave thankfully acknowledged - :

Mr. Gladwin Koch : Rs. 10
Mr. Arbhur E. Ephraums . 90
Mr. A. I. Keuneman . 10

Dividend on shares
in Building Coy.

Wr. A. L. Hretz Rs. 10

Mz, H.E de Erelser . 10 .
Mz, E, H. Joseph Dividend on shares

. i in Building Coy.

Me. Allan Drieberg

Mr. D. V. Altendorft Rs. 10
Mr. C. B, de Vos » 10
Mrs. Dv. 8. E. Aldons w10

) J. R. TOUSSAINT,
Howny. Treasurer,
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Ephe following committess have been appointed : «-

. STANDING

COMMITTERES.

ENTHRTAINMENT AND SPORT.

R. . Anthorisz
D. V. Alttendorff
J. B Tousgaint
- Miss Ray Blazé
Mg, T. K. Carron
Mrs. A. E. Ephranums
A. C. B. Jonklaas
" Mrs, Rosslyn Koch
Mrs. Baatrice Lioos
Mrs, W, Tudoviei
Mrs. T. D. Mack
Mrs. B T.. Mack
Mys, W. B. V. de Rooy
Mrsa. R. L. Spiiitsl
L. P, Stork

L. K. Toussaint

ers. H. A. van der Straaten
Lliss Phyllis van der Straaben
Mra. . H, Vander Wall

Miss Grace van Dort .

Miss D. van Langenberg
Mrs. F. W, de Vos

Mrs. H. P. Joseph .

Mra, B, H. Joseph

Mrs. E. G. Gratiaen

Miss Rene Willp

Misg Mildred ds Kretser
Mrs. A. R. Bartholomensz

"PURPOSES oF SOCIAT SERVIGHE.

R. G Anthonisz

D. P. Altendorff

A. R. Bartholomeusz

Mrs. H. P. Jogeph

Mrs. J. A, van Langenberg

Mis. H. A. Tioos

Mrs, G. A. van der Strasten.

Mrs. A. . Keuneman

MArs. Beatrice Loos

Mrs. B, H, Vander Wall
PURPCSES OF GE

E. G. Anthonisz Gux

D, V. Alsendorif

A. B. Bartholomeusz

AW, Metzaling

Dr. E. H. Ohlmus

Ed, de Kratsor

B, H. vander Wall

W.Ludoviei

Miss H Colletts

Miss 1. de Vos

Migs N. van der Straaten

Mrs, © Drisherg

Mrs. W, 8. Christoffelgz

Dr. E. H. Ohlmus

Rev. G. H. P. Leembruggen

Mrs. G, 8. Sghneider
{Convener)

Hon. Mre, G, A Wille

BATOGTCAT, RESEARCH.

E. A. vander Straaten

. Reimers

C. Foenander

W. E.V de Rooy

T 1 Blazé :

Dr. H. N. Leembruggen

G. H. Gratiaen (Convener.}

For L’ITERARY AND ETHICAT PURPOSES,

R. G. Anthonisz

D. V. Altandorff

A. RR. Bartholomeusz
M}"s. +. 8. Schneldar
Migs G. van Doxt

E. H. vander Wall:
C. Drisberg '
- L. E. Blazé

A, E. Ksuneman

C. . de Vos

J. G, Paulusz

R. A. Erieksnbeck

8. J. C. Bchokman

C. A, Speldewinde

T, R, Tougsaint (Convener)

Dr. B. L. Spittel

Hon Mr, G. A. Willg

Notices of Rirths, Marriages and De
cutitled, free of charge, fo the insertion o
Thess nobices must be restricte
place, and date of occurrence, and must be sent to

Standing Gommitiee for Dthi
of méembers is invited to the need for co-op
object laid down in sub-section (f) of Rule 2
suggestions on this subjeck are to b
of the Committes for Literary Purposes,
Place, Bambalapitiya.

The Journal will he igsued at the end of avery quarter,
member, of the Union who pays & subscription of
its cost of publication.
should be sent to Mr,
Secretary of the Board of Managemont, while all remibtance
the Journal should ba made to Mr. J. R. Toussaint as above.

(Secty. and Convener,)

Changes of Address—fill change of addre
Jast three years) should be notified withou
Secretary of the Unlon,
Road, Colomba, or fo the Honorar
will ensure the safe receipt by mem

Those members wﬁo have not received thelr copies,
requested to notify the fact to the Honorary Secrefary O

Reomittances.—Remittances, whether of subserip

or contribubions for special objects, must be made
Me. T. B Toussaint, Muresk, Clifford Placo,

and not to the Honorary Secrctary.

of the Union,

Remittances on the account
" 4o Mrs. G- 8. Sehneider, Bracmar,
Secretary of the Standing Committee for purposes of Social Bervice-

Dutch Burghor Union of Qeylons Buildings Co-, T4t .11 communications

: - should be addressed fo G. M. Gratiaen,
ok DB.U Hall, Serpeutine Road, Colombe.
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EBITORIAL ROTES.

[

wthsi—Members of the Union are
f notices of domestie ocourrences,

d to o bare statement of the name or names,

tha Editors of the

cal and Literary Purposes —The attention

erption in carrying oul the
of the Constitution. Any

o addressed o the Honoravy BSeoretary

M. J. R. Toussaink, Muresk, Clifford -

post irce, to each
He. 5/~ per annum towards

Titerary and other contributions are invited and
E. H. Vanderwall, Linton, Brownrigg Road,

Colombo,
as on account of

ss (especially within the
{ delay to the Honorary

putch Burgher Union tiall, Serpentine

y Treasurer of the Union. This
bers of all notices, invitations,

are kindly
f the Union.

tions due ta the Union
to the Honorary Lreasurer
Bambalapibiva

of the Social Scrviee Fond must e made

Ward Place, Uolombo, the Honorary

Fisq., Secretary of the Company,
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