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THE STRENGTH oF UNITY.

The motto Bendrach; maakt Machi—TUnion gives strengih—-
which the Duteh Burgher Union of Coylon took for its own nearly
bwenty vears 450 Was no new phrase coined for the oceasion. Tt
was the well-known watchword of the United Nebherlandg Hast
Indin Company (V.0.0) foundod in 1602, and wag the " guiding
pringiple of thoga advenburous, intrepid spirits who went out in the
seventeenth and eightoonth conburies to sefile in distant lands,
earrying with them their Dutoh institutions, Duatah customs, and
Dutch laws  §o whor we owe our existence hera ag @ community
to-day. This moito was Jutor adopfed by the South African Re-
publie, and it no doupt imspired those song of the veld in theiv
sbruggle for indepondonee, gt against the ahorvigines of the land,
and afterwards against the overmight of tho British Tt i3 aleo, wa
beliove, the moito of the New York Holland Sooiety, thaf proud
. and hriving institution of Amorican citizens, whoge spaach is
English, but who elaim and vejoies in theip descent from the Dutch
settlers of the sevenfeenth cenbury, asdo the Duteh Burghars of
_nglon. .

This ides of unity having been, as we 800, & ruling prineiple
Wwith people of our race from early bim es, it behoves us tg consider
how far it has influenced or sbimulated ug ag o tommunity in ihe
changing conditions through which we have lived here; how fay wa
have benoefitted by the opsration of this shimualus and how far wo
may hope, inspired by it, o advance in the future [t iy well for
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us to refleet-on the full significance of the phrase which the Dutch
Burgher Union hag taken ag the expression of its purpose.  Thevo
are two olements in it—Union and Strength-—which, in their

rolation Yo each other ag cause and effsch, require to be pondered

over. Let us first take them separately.

The word union is & somewhab comprehensive one. . When x{e
examine its varions shades of meaning we may ab first be ab a logs
to undergtand in what particular sense we are fo apply it o our
case. It is true that in the simplest meaning of the word it des-
cribes our state of being united or made info one body, a combi-
nation of persong for a cerbain purpose. Bub clearly that still
leaves out the very essence of the term in the conmsction in which
we are dealing with it. It will be seen that that essential quality
on which our union depends is concord. A union would mean
nothing to us if we were not agreed in mind, will and interests : if
we wore nob unifed in heart and feeling in ecarrying ouf our com-
men purpose. This abt once hrings us to the guestion of tho
component parts of such a union—the individuals which form it.
There is a general law both in the animate world in which we
move and in the inanimale creation surrounding us which
requires a homogeneougness in the parts in order thab a perfect
combination should bé formed. If the parts be dissimilar in
nature and character they eannot unite, Now, it was the existence
of such an affinity among its members that made the founders of
the Duteh Burgher Union eleaily define who were to compose the
Union. Sesing that ibs central idea was to foster in the hearte of
its members a reverence for thelr Duflch angesbors, whose virbues
thoy were 5o bhe induced to emulabe, whose useful and beneficial
customs they were to revive, it was only reagonable that those
who joined it were to be of such birth and origin as would inspire
these sentiments. Thers was no thoughl of claiming superioriby
over other classes of people or of making themselves exciusive;
there was no false pride or arrogance in thelr objects; bub
living and moving in close relationship wish others who were not
of Dubch origin, and therefore not expeacted o be actuated by the
gsame feelings, it happened that when ab firgt this really innocent
design was set on foos a great deal of misunderstanding arose in
the minds of those who could not join in the movement, followed
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" by much unkind eriticism and even ungeemly abuge. Tt is only in

passing we refer o this wmabter here. This opposition manifesfed
itself in varions quarbers and in various ways. That outeiders
should at first view the movement with suspicion would perhaps
ba in the usual order of things. It musb be acecounted for by our
unbappy human nature. But there was also much antagdnism

~on.the pars of somo of those who were not exeluded from the pro-

ject.  Some stood superciliously aloof, guestioning its utility, others
ridiculed it as a puerile project unworthy of the sensible members
of the community, and a great many at first honestly feared it
would eause a disrupture in a bitherto peaceful community, We
know now that all these views have been falsifiad by the events of
the last twenty vears. Bui we may shill ask what these critics

- would have by stayivg such a movement. Were the Dutch

‘Burghers of Ceylon to be allowed to forgeb their traditions ; fo'be

ldeprived of the stimulating infuence of the virtues and achieve-

ments of their ancestors: to lose their identity and he blotted cut

a8 a well-defined community ?- And why? Was it because it

militated against the selfish interests of those whose ehief ambibion
was o inerease their maserial prosperity or %o enhance fheir
individual importance in the land ? There is reason to ha thankful
tha.t notwithstanding these hindrances a union of the Dutch
Burghers of Jeylon became an established fact and it hag preserved
the name and the prestige of the community these twenby years.
It hasg at least preserved the name, hut we have vet to see that she
Union is such a oné as we have above indicated. TUnless wa are of
one mind and have the same purpose in view we shall accomplish
nothing. Our Constitution leaves no room for any divergence. of

" view or of objects. The main purpose of the Union hag heen, as

we know, the promotian of the moral, intellectual,. and soeial well-
being of the Duteh Burghers of Ceylon, but the governing idea in
the minds of its members was to be the fact of their deseent from
the Dubtch who settled in Ceylon in the 17th and 18th cenburies.

" That was to be the hond of union and the ineentive o action, If

is not ag if we were a rudderless vessel tossed aboub amongst
diverse other races in this modern world——without a guide and
without a sisa.ndard. We have the traditions of our ancesbors
behind 18 and their characker and conduet for our example. Itig
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the youth of our community we look o for the fulfilment of our
aims. They have come into the world in an age of many diver-
gions ; amusements, vacreations and exerciges, both wholesome and
unwholesome, unknown to our parents and grand-parents, entice
them on all hands. They must live in coniormity with modern
requirements. et them do so; bub they will not be worthy of the
great honour they have inherited if they entirely lose sight of their
duty o their sommumity and neglect to co-operate in the objects
tor which the Dutch Burgher Union has been established, and to
which they ought to be proud to belong.

Tt is co-operation that will ensure the stability of the Union
and the welfare of the Dutch Burgher Community. Henece will
come the strength which is implied in our motto—Hendracht maaks
Maght, This is the strength we need to face the sborms which
rage around ue. Bub it is a strengih we must use with much
jndgment, piudence, and gentleness, bearing in mind that we are
not united for the purpose of conflict buf for conservation and pro-
gregs, A little thought as o our peculiar position in this island
will show that we are not an isolated body independent of our
surroundings, but we are a member or a large group or assemblage
of people with whom we have cerbain conditions in commen.
Although Ruropean by descent, habits of life, and certain aspira-
tiong, the Dutch Burghers of Ceylon look upon this island as their
home: It is heve their lot is east and it is here they must work
oub their destiny. As a part of the whole Ceylonese Community
which our British rulers have, by a broad line of demareation,
goparated from themselves, we must use our strength to maintain
our position among our eountrymen. Much of our interest Hes
with them, and it would be well for us to consider, that, just as
the strength or vigour of one limb of a body gondueces to the stability
of the whole, this strength exercised by us in a proper manner
- must tend to the mubual advantage of us all, It ig not our purpose
here to explain the various ways in which the Dutch ~Burgher
Union can econtribute to the well-being of the entire Ceylonese
Community ; it nesd merely be stated that while indulging in all
their racial senfiments and working lor the amelioration of th_ei‘r
own particular elasgs, regard for and sympathy with the aspirationg
of their fellow countrymen of other island communities would go
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far to strengthen their own position. We are sure it will not he

- denied that the Dufch Burghers have served their counbrymen in

Oéylon in various ways during the long period of their association
with each other. They are & small community, but they have had

_the sfrength of intellect and character to give them a prominent

place in this island for many years, Tt would be o sad day” indeed
for thenll no longer fo be able to use these resources iii 8 beneficent
way. It is unity among themselves and & maintenance of the
character they have inherited from their ancestors that will enable
them to do this. That character which it is the purpose of the
Duteh Burgher Union fo keep alive will win them bhe respect and

“trust of those among whom they live, as it has done =o notably in

the past ; and, with mutual good feeling, forbearance and confidence

_ fl,mong the various sections of the Ceylonese Community, their future
. in.this land of their birth will be assured. '

—rre e SHCEYAOCE D vu vt
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POETEY AFTER TﬂE GREAT WAR.

How ftrue it i that an age of high endenvour and cosbly

sacrifice i3, as it were inevitably, followed by a period of glorious -

poetry |  War is indeed the mighty purifier of nations. _{Prior to
the year 1914 our eivilization was growing so materialisbic that
there seemed no toom for the forces of the soul. Utiliby had be-
come the watchword of humankind, and well and trune was the
lament that the West was all but burned out like a candle tlicker-
ing o its end. Bubt as a result of the Great War our old life has
become intolsrable. The world had striven so hard, and had lost so
many millions of young ardent lives, that we realize how mere
success in business and shameless prosperity fuil to be aceepted as
God's reasons for our being on this earth. It has been brought
home to us that we had been missing 2 number of betber and lovelier
things. Tt is now with us a period of remembrance and introspec-
tion. There is also & fecling of being unsettled and a dull resens-
ment at the loss in human life oceasioned by the war. How can
we take up the progress of the human vace at this stage and go
forward ag though nothing had happened ? The poef, Wiltred W.
Gibson, speaks of a * heart-break in the heart of things.”” It is,
however, this very heart-break that gives us a sure hope for the
fature. We are dead buf that we feel. The deeper our feclings the
closer is our contact with the eternal verities.

Tmaginabion and imaginativeness ave the realitios of life. This
may zound paradoxical butis nevertheless true. The things we
are scoustomed fo term ordinary and material are the shadows.
What is money but a token, a gomething dependent on what really
matters—a shadow of the article purchasable.  The hard coin of
the realm gatizgfies no frue need of ours. What wa require are the
bhings we obfain in exchange for the coins—in other words, the
things we get by ridding ourselves of our money, What ave clothes
but shadows draped round us o eonceal our divine persons Ia,shionf
ed after the pattern of the Almighty. TFor our convenience while
on this earth we get metal struck into coins and garments sewn of
woven stuff. Yet it must not be forgotten that they and other
things like them.wprosperity is but the sttenuated shadow ol happi-
ness—should not be allowed to usurp the place of the realities.
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What wo are and what we know about God and onr fellowmen are
‘the real things of this world and of the next. Man is most distin-
guished from the brute creation by the one fact that he can think,
and go, in addition to the physical sensations of pain and well-being,
can feel in his mind. Love and hate are ebernal. They ars creations
~of the mind and come within the special provinee of the poet. -

The poet's mission is to Lring life's truth bofore us and compel
us to turn aside from gome dull groove or rub along which we allow
ourselves to be carried. In search of some glorvious flower he leads

- us away [rom the beaten road on which no blogsoms rise. And if
cecasionally we stray a leng distanece it is not time ozt with us.
‘We come back the richer for some rare and beautiful apecimen, of
which otherwise wo should never even have dreamed. Its fragrance
will alwws be a freasured memory.

And poetry i born after the shadows are ren$ asundsr as the
Great War bas vent them. We have only to congider the ages in
‘which great poets have lived and the influences that shaped their
“thoughts for the conviction to be forced on us. Dealing only with
the poets of the English language, we see in Chaneer the product of
the first stage in the Hundred Years’ War with France. e is very
likely the only reason in the unalterable scheme of things why such
a war should have been allowed. The chivalry and the mail-elad
glifter of those days are gone, but Chaucer remains. Ha will be re-
membered and his words treasured, even after the memory of the last

* Great War in France is but a mist with the antiquity of things.
The Blizabsthan age is a vesult of the religiong troubles of England
and the fireg of Smithfield. Shakespeare himself started writing ab

@ point almost contemporanecus with the final effort—the defeat of

- the Spanisk Armada. John Milson owes his poetey to the Civil

War., No struggle marked she Restoration of Charles the Second,

~and as & consequence Dryden and Pope are overwhelmed in their
Cartifieiality. Poetry was in them. (leams of trus beauty show
- through their fingel ornaments, but the fused irridescenss of a

mighty eonflagration is lacking. Wordsworth, Shelley, Keats, and
Byror ave the products of the French Revolution and the attendant

47 wars ending with the battle of Waterloo.

In this conneclion it must be noted that the inspiration of a
~ war noed nob be, and in fach ravely is, direct. The poet does nob
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describe the war or its causes and effeets. His poetry flows as a
result of the war. It would be convenien$ here to inquire what is
understood by the word poehry The most complete definition is
perhaps that of Wordsworth in the preface to his * Liyrical Ballads.”
He says, ** Postry is the spontaneous overflow of powerful feclings ;
it takes its origin from emotion recolleeted in franquillity. The
emotion is contemplated until, by a species of reaction, the tran-
guillity gradually disappears, and an emotion kindred to that which
before ‘'was the subject of contemplabion is gradually produced and
does itseli actually exist in the mind”. One may indeed go
further and say that in order to bring thoge powerful feelings into
being there must exist a prepared state of things. Poworful feel-
ings eannot he exeited in a time of lethargy. -And eontentment is
not as deep-seated as sorrow or the elation of a vietory, There is
another definition eonveying the same idea in the psalms of David,
*“While T wasg thus musing the fire kindled : then spake T with ray
tongue.” Given then the pre-existing sform and stress of a war in
which all the energies of a nation are stretched tp their utmost we
find world poets foreed into utterance,

No ane of usis enbirely independent of the influence exerfed
by the thoughts of onr fellows. Some men ave undoubtedly more
sensitive than others. The poetic and srtistic temperament is the
most sensitive of all. The poet may seem to stand apart from war
and bloodshed. Heis said to deal with the gentler arts. If fhis
means that the poet does not love war and the alarms of war it is
true. The poeb does not as a rule select his themes from the war
that made him. If he must write of war he seeks an earlier age
which $ime has made romanfic  Groups of armed mail-clad heroes
gome way down the dim eorridors of the past are far less disturbing
than a burglar in one’s bedroom. Buf if we mean that a poet ];éus
no business with war we forget the earliest mission of the poet. He
was & bard—a singer of tribal war songs. 1t is true the poet finds
the fullest scope for his muse in a time of peace. That is heeause
his existence is made possible only through war. The powerful
feelings engendered by strife gather togebher from every persen

gharing them to impinge on the poet’s mind —it can scareely be:

called his consciousness—and so set the fire burning. The ghosts

of the strugeling days, of the vietorious causes as well as of the lost
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ones, crowd round the poet till he shapes them into somebhing
noble. But this somebhing noble is very different [rom the eruel
scenes of war. We find the same regulte obtairing in the paintings
_of‘ the famous Duich artists of the szeventeenth century, Their
influence was the long war of independence waged in the Nebher-
lands against the bigotry of Spain, They kave not depicted bastle
scenes:  On the contrary they abound in peaceful landseapes,
domestie interiors and portraits. They had not loved war for war's
. ' :S&ke. During all that devastating sbruggle their country was long-
.ing for peace, and many had died, Ons might well gay that the
7 spivits of the dead warriors had béen guiding the artists’ brushes
- to'a perfect work, so that those who came after might see what
they had loved and had died lor.

_ “ Poor .mortal longingness ™ is the phrase used by Walter de
la Mave to express this. We spesk of the currant of puhblic opinion.
_At various stages of the world's progress cerbain modes of conduct
are deemed right that at anobher stage would be condomned with
‘righteous horror. Underneath the various eross currents lie the
.- deep waters calm and unruffled—this poor mortal longingness. The

“pbet lives and feels at these depths.  His thoughts ave for all time.
.The poet may also be likened to a mirror in which the ideals for
‘which men live and are content to die are reflected.  He faithfally
porbrays human as well as inanimate natiute, and also directs illumi-
‘nation info the dark corners of the world and into the eyes of those
- who lock.  We may even say of a man—and there are many such
—thab he is a voiceless poet in that his thoughts lie too deep for
» human words, He feels. and in that excess of feeling he is & poet.
- He may not even know exactly what it is he feels or wants. o
: EnEy knows there is something lacking. Walt Whitman gpeaks of
the unknown want, the destiny of me.” Thig desire 1s thers but
-1t is only the chosen few who can pub their desive into words. Tha
WaT- h@s increased  their number and made their utteranes more
.certa.in To the mosh desolating sborm there must sucesed a happy
'cahn when the voiee of the singer is loud over tand and sea.

A EA,
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A LETTER FROM JAVA.

[We publish the following letter received lately by a member

of the Tnion [rom a friend who has been residing some fimein .

the Straits Seftlements, as it will no doubt be of interest fo our
readers. The views and observations are the writer’s own. ]

You will be surprised fo receive a letter from me from Java ol
all places. We are here for a short holiday and are enjoying 1L
immensely. I would like as many D.B.U.s as possible to visil
Java. It is @ little expensive, it is brue; bub ig well worth it, as
there is nothing that will give them a betber sense of a national
spirit and lively regreby of “ what might have been ” than a visit to
a country where anyone of paternal Kuropean origin is recognised
as Juropean. The highest offiees—aoven that of Crovernor-General
and Commander-in-Chief of the army-—are open to them. The
Dubeh ave a bit suspicious of strangers, and any one vigiting the
country had better bring with him credentials of sorts eifher Irom
the D.B.U. or from Government officialy (anything from the Gov-
grnment goes a grveat way). 1 have joined the Nederland-Indisch
Natuurweterschappelyl Congress which has just had a full “Week
of lectures, stc. The President for this year is a voung  Java
Duteh,” Dr. de Waarb, the Director of the 8.1.0.V.I.A,, i.e, the
Medical College and Government Hospital. e could not he more
than 30 vyears old. He runs the institute for the benefit of 40
million people: g0 you may imagine what a huge College it is.
Being the largest Government hospital and built on the B system,
the distances bo he covered are enormous. I was amused to see a
couple of house-surgeons going along the corridors on bieyeles to
their wards. Most Dufchmen speak Hnglish and French, and
pratty fluensly ; so I have had no diffieulty, and speaking }\ialay
has helped me with a {ew who did not spealk English., It is sur-
priging what a lot the officials, ebe., know ahout the Dutch
Burghers of Ceylon. I am joining the Batavian Society of Arts
and Sciences this week, as they have many valuable books and
papers. :
and has allowed me full liberty to prowl aboub and gef what
information T could about Ceylon. e is housed in the palace of a
formet Governor-Graneral, van der Parra. The building-—one of the

The Archivist, Dr. Tresslong Prins, has been most kind,
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few. old ones lefi—is in an excellent state of preservabion. Hitherto
very little encouragement was given by the Government to the
. .Avchives Deparbment, but from this year, with the advent of the
. new Archivist, they have been more generous. He is now col-
: lating all the documents and adopling the Roneo system of card
index. "hig is very uselul when it comess to locking up a name.
For instance. my own. There were two individuals of the name:
- one came oub as a lieutenant and the other rose to he one. The
card gives every deeument in which their names occur. One of
- these seems to have had a penchant for witnessing wills : the other
- ended his days in the lunatic asylum. T told the Archivist T was
" -gertain he must have been the samae ag the Coylon family, which -
had shown sisns of mental instability for gencrations!! ILfind he
" has also made a list of people born in Ceylon who served in the
" Duteh East Indies. Among the names I came across was M .
" This surprised me as T bad doubts about it. Ide hecame a Resident.
- 1 also came across the original document of the ferms of capitula-
tion of Colombo—the Dutch terms on the right-hand half of the
sheet of paper and Major Agnew’s approval or otherwise on the
left hand. There iz the -original treaty betwesn Falck and the
King of Kandy, a beautiful document on vellum with gold orna-
mentation on the edges. The handwriting is about the most
perfoct T have seen. Another interesbing document is the report
‘of a commission of enquiry into the causes which led o a rising
of slaves in Matara. Amongsé the names of the Commissioners
were thoge of Pister de Vos and Mattheus van der Spar (1780). I
- was hoping to find some information here about the fate of the
" Burghers when Ceylon was finally ceded to the British and Java
returned to the Dubch. But most of the records have been lost, so
- -that, thus far, the Archivist could give me no information. Hven
~the resolutions in Council here and the reports of the different
‘Governors of Cevlon have heen lost. What T was really after was
“"a st of the names of people who elected fo remain in Ceylon after
" peace was declared. There must have been some sorf of informa-
tion supplied to the. authorities either here or in Holland as to
_-‘-i'vhich of their servanbs elected to remain in Ceylon and whaf
~“arrangements had been made as regards the protection of those
who decided to become British subjects. The archivish has been quite
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keen and has promised to help me all he can. e complains of the
dearth of Ceylon booke on the Dufich period. He had a list made
by Lionel Fonseka with just a few mentioned. I told him that the
bulk of the information on thab period is to be foundin numbers of
the R.A.4. Journsls and the defunct Qeylon Lilerary Register and
are mainly by you, F. H. de Vos and J. P. Lewis. He is anxious
to know whether he could obtain copies and is also very anxious to

got Lmdovici’s Laptdarium Zeylanicum. Do you know whero I

could obtain a copy of the latter, and if so, what the price would
be? T would like to give him one as a mark of appreciation of all
the trouble he has taken in unearthing what records he has. I am
" geriously thinking of taking photographs of all papers he hag, as
that will be the gquickess and mosbt accurate means of obtaining
capies, and I could send them on to you. They might form maberial
for a paper to the R.A.B., or, if you like, you could send them on
to the Archives office for filing. There is an excellent plan of the

Tort of Colombo by & Frenchman, with the key in Trench. T asked

“why in French ? 7 The Archivist thought it possibly referred to
some Freneh intention of attacking Colombo (1770). Every detail of
the Fort is given—down to the blacksmith’s shop. The Pattah is
just marked with the different streebs, but no names are given; Blave
Tsland, the same. What ig interesting, however, is that the Colombo
Lake is clearly marked. 1 daresay you remember they were trying
to find some map which could show whether the lake had formerly
existed as it did to-day. Tt was in reference bo the case for com-
pensation brought by the ferry boat company againsh he Govern-
ment for filling up the lake. They have & society hefe of local-
horn Dubchmen, and it is strange thab any European {rom Furope
could join if he be married to a local-born Duteh woman. The
president is the chief of the Raad van Justitie in Soerahaya, but
the Voorziiter for Bativa is a candidaai-notarins van Ophizen of
the fzm of Carpentier Alting (another local man), Thig local union
has one peculiarity: they hate the Fnglish most bitterly. Thay
accuse the latter of being the cause of the slowly progressive pre-
judice amongst the Dutech from Tolland against those who-are
Tocally born. It starfed with ths British forming a clab of their
own though they were all members of the Duteh elubs. The
British club, ¢ The Box ™, as it is called had ag one of its vules

“Qctober issue of fhis journal last vear (Vol. XV, No. 9).
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that Dufchmen only of pure European origin could join. This
cauged a flerce TOW and cerfain amendmenis followed ; but the

Cpoison is slowly working and of coutse any ineompetent young

Dutichman from Holland is only too eager to make mosb of his sole
_claim for considerafion in the struggle for employment, With the
advent of the Yankea the British find they have a useful ally. Al
the other Europsans, French, German, ebe., make no distinetion. I
wohder whether you could he persuaded into paying a visit to Java.

. T am sure you will never regret it.

—rre AT SECETYA o anem

A brief history of this scheme, with the rules and regulations

under which the scholarship was o bo awarded, appeared in the
: Sinee -

then a notification under Rule 8, inviting applicants for nomination
wag published in the local nowspapers, and eight candidates ca-me;
forward. After due consideration of elaims and obher circumstances
ﬂl@ Trustees were pleased to nominate Mr. D. C. Buultiens oé
University College, son of Mr. G, I, Buultions of Kandy, for the
scholarship for the year 1926, and he has now entered upon his pre-

“medical course.

o Subsequently, on the rssﬁlt of the lagt Medical College exami-
n&.tmu, the Trusbees considered it proper to award a second scholar-
ghip to Mr. Byron Josef, s fourth vear student of the Medical

:-College, zon. of Mr. John Josef, to he held during the two remaining
“terms of his course, in view of his distinguished success ab th:
—examinadion; and also to award a prize of Bs. 50 to Mr. Rlsoly
_ Koch, son of Mr. C. B. Koeh, for the like reason, to be expended in
. the purchase of books or instruments required in ¢

he pursuance of
his sbudies. . '

In addition to these awards an allowance of Rs, 30 por monflh,

Aor one year, was granted o Mr. Edaar de Krefgser, son of the late
‘Dr. Bidgar de Kretser, to assist him in finishing his course,
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HET LIEVE VADERLAND.

T4 has been asserted that the idea conveyed by the Fnglish
word “home” finds expression in no other language— Hasbern. or
Western. To the Englishman wherever he may be, whether in the
bosom of his family, surrounded by the objects familiar to him from
childhood, or roaming in distant parts of the world amid alien
geenes, the words “Home, Sweet Home” have a charm and &
melody possessed by no other phrase or combination of words in
the language. The voyager abroad or the settler in foreign lands
gpeaks of home with longing in his heart. T§ is from home he hears
when the mail brings him his budgeb of news, and it is home he
returng to when his purpose abroad has been fulfilled.  Hig proud
boast is that :

“ig firsh, best country ever is at home.”
Lot us see if our own Dutch forefathers had not some senti-
ment of this kind when they cast their thoughts back from fhese
~ easbern shores to the land of their birth, the 1and of their race—thatb
tand which they had rescued from the sen ab the cost of great labour
and peril and whieh they had shed their life-blocd to maintain. It
would be false indeed to say that thoy were nof a home-toving
people. They had no word in their language as a liferal equivalent
to the Hngplish word “Home''; bub they had their “Vaderland.” One
may imagine with what a henrt throb they spoke of “ et Lieve
Vaderland "—the beloved Tatherland-—when they veferred to the
old eountry, not in private correspondence only, bul also in official
communications. Our records in the Archives and in old Churches
hear testimony to this fact. The phrase oceurs frequently in some
of the despatches sent from &his to Totland and Batavia and in the
minuates of the Church consistories. 1t is not unugual to mest.with
it even in the stately Council Proceedings of the Government. There
is no need to point ous that these words like “Home, Sweet Home™
must always have had an inspiring effect and tended to bind to-

gether the hearts of those whose lot was cash in this distant-land. .

Tt reminded them of their dear ones far away, and above all it re-
minded them of the glorious past associated with that.land of great
achievements. To ug, far removed in various ways from the country
of our forefathers, yeb taking pride to ourselves thab we are of it and
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of thém, * Heb Lieve Vaderland” ought still to be an “* inspiration

and a guide,” to bind our hearts together in a common purpose and

~ tolead us to nobhle aspirations.

Some thirty vears ago when =z fow members of the Dutch

Burgher Community in Ceylon first contemplated the formation of

. an assoelation of themselves, and, as a matter of fact, ' Heb

Hollandsch Gezelsehap van Ceilon ” eame into being, four verses of

: 'gn i‘anthem appropriate to the cceasion were composed to be sung o
- the tune of “Wien Neerlandsch Bloed,” the Duteh National Anthem,

Tts title and its vefrain was “ Het Lieve Vaderland.” The associa-

:tion veferred to had but a shovt existence, and after it ceased to he,
-:no further thought was given to the anthem, tifl, in 1908, it was
_revived by the Dutch Burgher Union, and, in she early days of
- the Union, it was sung ab some of ibs ‘social functions and gather-

ings. But for some reason or other it fell into disnetude. Qur

-attention has now been drawn fo these verses by their appearance

in a Duteh calendar for this vear, in which, notwithstanding the

_reference in them to Ceylon, they ave, by an error, quoted as

American Poetry.,” It may be mentioned that a few years ago

+. they were algo reproduced in a Duich periodical in an arficle relab-

ing to Ceylon. Seeing that these lines, originally composed o

texpress the foelings of the Dutch DBurghers of Ceylon, have been
- considered worthy of notice in the Fatherland, where the least
* inclination on our part to claim our right to be recogniged as Dutch

descendants is always welcomed and encouraged, we take the

- opportunity to reproduce the lines here in the hope that they would

“- at leagt revive somse of he sontiments which prevailed at the time

o the Union was establishad and algo serve to remind members of the
- Duteh Burgher Union of the tie which must bind them together.
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“HET LIEVE VADERLAND.”

(Tere DEAR FATHERLAND.)
AlR—Wien Neerlandsch Bloed”

“‘We in whose veins Dubch blood doth flow,

- A warm and swelling sfream ;

Whese hearts with filial ardour glow,
Join in this sacred theme.

With voice and heart from fear removed,
United hand in hand,

We hail thee, land our fathers loved—
Het Lieve Vaderland ! '

Fair realin, they from the ocean won,
The cradle of our race,

Where all their noblest deeds were dono,
The theme of song and praise-—

We subjects of great England's King,
From Ceylon’s distant strand,

To thee our loving tribue bring,
Het Lieve Yaderland !

"May we who here, ‘mid, toil and shrife,
With diverse class and eréed,
Need courage in our race of life,
Qur fathers’ virtues heed. -
" They, when by gore oppressicn tried,
Triie to themselves remained :
Their watchword still may be our guide—
Het Licve Yaderland !

True o our race leb ug abids,
Striving with all cur might,
In all estates, whate'er betide,
Always to do the right. .
To guard our fame, maintain our pride,
United let usg stand :
Our ingpiration and our guide,
Het- Lieve YVaderland !
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BY THE WAY.
(Nores BY Niemann.)

It is encouraging and indeed gratifying, to note that the re-
marks made under thie heading, on the need for a constructive
programme for the Oommunity, have astracted atbenbion, and that
one reader at least has heen prompted to send in certain proposals.
He suggests that parents should encourage and urge children to
]_ear_ép. Dutch, with a view to making Duteh the home language.

. # * & .
Tpracticable as ib may appear ab first sight, the end aimed at
is most desirable, and not long hence will be found necessary., I
. am optimist encugh to anbicipate a time, not wo far digtant, when
- Dutch will be, as it was not much more than a hundred yveard ago,
“the home language of the Community. 1 the fire of patriotism
cannot be kindled, the storms of circumstance will avenbually drive
the Community to this desired end, Meanwhile, at the top of our
‘presont programme should be placed the necessity for incessant peg-
ging away at the conversion of a peopls oo greatly absorbed in
matbers of nearer interest,
% * E3
Apropog of this, a curious incident may be recorded, An
envelops has reached one of us from Holland, and all it contained
" was a sheot from a Calendar for, most likely, the year 1995, One
.page has a picture ol & fantastically-shaped rock in one of the Dutch
“Antilles, and heneath it, the calendar for the weelk hegivnirg Zondag
i 11 October. A quotation ab the fook of the page is from N, Holmeyr:

Noott is een taal te onderdrukken, als 2: welf het miet willen, die
“deze taal spreken, -

Roughly translated, the aphorism means that no language ig
ever destroyed or suppressed unless those who speak it are them-
" selves parties o its suppression. That, unfortunately, has been the
position with us in Ceylon, though some here and there have
tenacionsly clung to the mother language. A% no time during the
-1ast hundred years wag it entirely blofted oub and forgotten. For
“that let us be thankful. Once oug people think seriously about it,

3
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i ing it 4 of thelr
they will realise the necesgity for again nmklmg it Ezu‘utboe :\,m
living speech ; and once they summon up bhelr courage, y
cease to be pessimisiic. .

* # ; ) .
But it is the other page of the (alendar which has ?h%mu?l;f;
On that page is printed in Tnglish, the four verses of Het ; t,he
Vaderland, a song .composed mamny Yoars 880 Eor‘the use S0e \-‘.ef'al
Dutch Burghers of Ceylon, sung with great enthuslasm (;n] orn
cc&éions and now fallen strangely into disuse, The Dute 1(;‘)‘1} 1:
. , i Ry Jon’s distanb
curiously overlooking o line in the song, Fl'OIT] Gey?on SB do
etrand,” marks it as dmerikaansch lzed, Americab song.
is a trifling slip. )
B : ; 1 riginally writben
The history of the song i3 interesting. I W&S}?n%m:lhmegher
: ietv which existed befors the Dhute :
i (lerelschap or Society w s ke i
{I};isf)n of Cevlon was established in its less exclusive form. (3{;1)1;
ng v i { these st have
e printe d eireulated, and one of these mu
of the song were printed an ' e T & e
it o B 1. How highly and sympatnetically .
found its way to Xiolland. : YD O cmin
\ i fher sathored from the fach of ibs appe '
anureciated there may be ga : ; nce 1
alli'}xst year's Calendar published in Holland. The' lee,sonttfodrvtlll .
ob;rious' its revival as a song for our constant use is a mattery
can no longer be delayed. )
* 3k £ ”
Mr. A. E. Keuneman’s lecture at ke D. B, U. Hall on An.thotrlllyé
Trollo c;zmd hiz novels has led fo some curicus comment m’1 X
1f)licpn(3\7\751:)2141)(31"3' ok on the lecture itself, for all are agreed 1;]115
N N . i i f Tr 'a lifo
?ﬁ wasa well-arranged and atbractive pt‘esentatlofn tok.E 1101%-02602 o
3 ks from some O e audier
and work; bub on the remar : be auc
Trollope’s opinions on Ceylon, particularly on the Burghers.
. E - & % -
Thege opinions were reproduced shortly after Tro‘ilI?p]: s”v1s;;,
in @y : rom the Darlington =~ Northern leno,” and,
in a Ceylon newspaper, from e b,
it known, they may as well b6 alled
thev are now bub little e ool
?‘STheg [the descendants of the Dutch and Portuguese) mle g,egel.ylg,;
. infor 4 thevdo n
Y T have been informed. tha '
called Burghers, thoug L ths oy do xet
ike t They are of Europsan progen , Wit
themselves like the namne. oy ar : | , _ e
some admixture of native blood, either Smhale&'e or Ta.x{utlt.} .‘T 1;16
condition in that respect is the same as thal of the Mulatto in

" story told me as true.
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West Indies, though wprobably they are nearer to their European
“parvenis than are the Mulattoes. They are lawyers, civil servants
in the lower grades, and clerzs: hut shey seem seldom fto rise to
wealth or prominence. They are chiefly of Duteh origin, parbly of
- Portuguese, and probably, in some degres, of Hmnglish blood.
Throughout the towns in Ceylon the fraveller will hear and see
much of the Burgher, but he will not see much of him in the houses
ot the dominant British lord of the Colony.”

o £ %

It seoms foolish to tear one’s hair aud eall this an * attack” on
the Burghers. Thes time hag gone by for ulira-sensitiveness. Wa
- all know that Trollove wrote on information picked up from the

" Brisish lords” with whom he conversed during the few days ho
stayed in Ceylon, and we knew too what sort of informabion the

_ British lords of that time—ffty vears ago—would be likely to give.

There is no sneer, open or velled, against the Burghers, only a state-
ment of what be was told were the facts; and the “facts” are nob
unkindly stated, though we know that the ‘“facts’ are misrepre-
sentations, either ignorant or malicious.

#* * s

Then, there is a story related in another letter of o Proector,
whese sonduet was, fo say the least, disgracefully unprofessional.

. The extract I have happens to be torn ab the very place where

verification iy most necessary, and I rather doubs if the reference is
o a Burgher proctor, whatever ' Burgher” may mean. But the
criminality of the Proetor would be the same were ho Burghoer or
English, and no one need blame Trollope for exposing if, even if the
Proctor belonged to what Trollope called * the Burgher class.”

s E] "
For the Proclor's sake, whatever his race, one might enguire
if the story were really tyue. TroHope candidly says: ‘‘Thabis a

It“happened indeed some forty year: ago.”
Now, the opinion held by “ British loxds ” ninety or & hundred years

 ago about Proctors may well be guessed from the opiniong held even
- now and oceasionally expressed in publie.

e The inference is that the
story is not brue or that the “facts” have been grossly exaggerated,

One might think the siory ineredible if we did not know what

_ -human nature is, in the West ag in the East.

.~ But my respect for Anthony Trollopo is undiminished, though
T have not read any of his novels.  If these are as full of humour
and shrawd observation ag his letters on Caylon, I should groatly like
time and.opportunity for reading them. .



82 : THE JOURNAL OF THE

NOTES AND QUERIES.

M e iciareT

The Poll Tax.—Ou she occasion of the last Budgl:et debu;ce
in the Legislative Council, the Colonial Secrebary, referring {Lo z 1.19
subject of the Poll Tax, said T undersiood the lI.ImeG]‘.‘ . 01 t_[e
Central Province (Uxban ares) to make the .a,ocusabxon againg ; 10 |
Britigh that they introduced this impos.;ition.mto the Golony _r.,t[L
mere tyro in the history of this Tsland, hesitate to join 15&;.18 .:f-“C;
so well-known & historian as the member for the Central Provin
{(Urhan Tlectorate), but I think that somne 250 YegrSK ago 0126
Tanrens Pyl, a former Governor of Ceylon, wrote mstrucirnm?s or
his steeessor in which he informed him of the troul‘ale and d‘lfng_:,omlarnoé
bringing in she tax, and directed him to prepare reglsﬁers avery thre
years, striking oub the cripples and old men and entering newrna,m;as..
:.[ therefore think the British cannot be made to bear the blamo for
this tax.”

The insbruetions relerved to by the Colonial Secretary ave o
be found in a memoir left by Laurens Pyl, Commandeur of Jatina-

patham, for the temporary guidance of the Opperkoopman the

Honourable Rubgaart de Heyde and the other members J(;)]'l’: tlée
Couneil, a translabion of which was made by t.'.he lz}te Mrs. ‘ub A .
Anthonisz. The reference o the poll tax blegn?s w;1t-h a recapi L:ﬂd:-
tion of the “trouble and danger™ involved in. its %ntrod‘ucmo?x% b 13
measures for which the chiefs and the wealtyhlc?st inhabitants t?ew
to prevent. Ab the fime ol writing the memoir, howeveg r‘na .esz
had been bhrought to a successful issue, and the Oompany wa;; En]og -
ing the profits resulbing trom the moasures a.dopten:l. 151 ; ?mtso
wag preparved in paper and ola showing t.ha amoun{;. p[ the 3:;1 hllen 5,
tithes, poll tases and State labour which ?M.h village ha , 0 pay,
and also a ligt of the old, crippled, and infirm pecple \;nlc]) Wer;
" exompted from State labour and poil tax. The Thombo o tlde pod
tax was romewed every third year, and a.u the decesased, o ann
exippled written oft the list, while the': names ol all 'you:;g. n%ie
who had passed the schools during th»::: interval were gntere .:th o
statements of the Mayorals were :Vemﬁed by comparison Wi y the
registers of ihe Church parishes without f‘,he knowledge ° : e
overseers, who, it wag thought, might othorwise alter the registers

.
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. Yo suit the Mavyorals. The work of collecting the poll tax was lock-

ed after by the Iieutenant-Dissawe and one other trustworthy
person.

J. R T

Translations of Haafnmer. -Wo received from Mr. Aubrey
N. Weinman, Hanorary Secretary of the Q. B. B. A. 8., too late to
be inserted in our last issue, an interesting letter in which he drew
attention to the fact that Haafnor's “ Journey on Foot through the
Island of Ceylon,” of which we are now publishing a translation by
Dr. T A, Privs and Mr, J. R. Toussaint, had been previously trans-
lated as far back as 1821, and that a copy of it is preserved in the
-Colombo Museum Tibrary. Wo were nob aware of this, nor, we
are sure, were thé present translators, and we are much indebbed
for the enlightenment. This fact, however, will not interfere with
our intention to continue the publication of the present translation,
which is a new and independent one. We believe, that, with the
excoption of the one in the Colombo Museum which is referred to,
there are probably none that would generally be accessible to our

- readers. Mr. Weinman complaing of the omission to includs in thig
translation a “ General Description of Ceylon” which is prefixed to

the original work, o parb, which, he states, the former translator
had also left out. We find tha$ this pars, although appearing to-

- gether with the other, is quite an independent subject and uncon-

nected with the other. Qur translators, having eomplebed their
worlk, it will be seen, have now taken up the  General Deseription,”

- It would no doubt interest our readers to learn thab extracts from
“this “ General Deseription of the Island of Ceylon " are to be found
_in  series of leesboeks for schools in Holland edited by Dr. Vogel.

- Omszelven.—Mr. H. H. Colleito has written a very interesi-

- ing paper on this subject—"" Qurselves "—in Dutich, and hag gent it
* o ue for publication. 'We have not been able to include it in the
~ present number for bhe rezﬁsons, first, that the contents of the num-
" ber had been already arranged for and no room eould be found for
::the article; and secondly, that it required some consideration to
~ decide whether we could, in fairness to our readers, devobe much
_space in the Journal ab present to an article written in a language
' with which a large majarity of them were wnacquainted. We hope
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that it will not he lotg balore this reproach is wiped away and thab

Dutch Burghers in Ceylon-—at least a large number of them—would:

be as familiar as those of their race slsewhere with .t.he {ungtla:ge of
thoir forefathers. . Whilst the guestion of the publication of tl"{e
arficle in fortheoming issue i under con‘sidezra.‘oion., we take jmhis
opportunity of thanking M. Collette for h}s well-written COllL]."lbl}l—
tion and of complimenting him on his excellent knowledge of‘Dutc 1.
Tn view of the possibility of the artiels appearing hereai-ter, we
vefrain from dwelling at length on its contents here ; but_, to give our
readers some notion of the subject, we may perhajps point out tl?ut
he deals with an existing siate of lukewarmness in the CO'H}I'Hlll’I.l.t'y
in Lurthering ibs well-being and prosperity, and .l;w pl;‘oceeds to ?Jtier
some wholesome adviece ag a remedy for the evil. Wa.a,ro,m, he
asks, ** Ju, waarom staat de toestand onzer gemeenschap als 't ware
algelopen ?  Elke levenstand hoeft ccne ogng},ak, mfn moet Qaarom
de corzaak voor deze jammerlyke toesband vinden.

. et e NELE o
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NOTES OF - EVENTS,

Summary of Proceedings of Meetings of the Committee.
Monday, 5th Tuly, 1926.—1. Mr. V. N. vandenDriesen was

elecled a member of the Union, 2, The Treasurer reporied thab

several members who had agreed to contribute at the new rate of

"Rs. 9-50 per mensem now declined $o do so, and that there was
difficulty in collecting the subseriptions generally. The following
" Bub-Committee was accordingly appointed to look ino the finances

and fo submit their report at a special Commibtes Mesting to be
held on the 19th July:—The DProsident, the Honorary Secrabary,

“tho Honorary Treasurer, Dr. L. A. Prins, Dr, H. Ludoviel, Dr. H.

P. Jogeph, Dr. H. U, Leembruggen, Messrs. W. I V. de Rooy, A.
E. Keuneman, W. Tmdoviel, E. A, vanderStraaten, 1.8.0,, and A. N.

: - Weinman. 4. Read lettors from Colongl . H. Joseph and My, F,

L. Anthonisz thanking the Committee for their congratulations on -
the honours conferred on them. 5. Read letber from Mr. Guy O,

~ Grepier thanking the Committee on behalf of his mother for their
~expression of sympashy on the death of Mr. Joseph Grenier.

Monday, 19th July, 1926 —The Honorary Secratary read the _
répors of the Sub-Commiittes appointed to lock into $he finances,
The Bub-Committee after making cerbain suggestions for entting
down the expenditure recommended that as the aralgamation

-seheme had been tried for four months and had not proved a suecess,
~the old conditions be reverted to. After a full diseussion it was
. tesolved not to adopt this recommendation, but to take steps to
~. collect the outstanding wrvears and to send out a cireular letter to
" “members asking them to remit their subseriptions promptly. MThe
-~ suggestions made by the Sub-Commitiee for cutting down expendi-
~ture were adopted with some slight modification.

Mond:ty, 2nd dugust, 1926—1. Resolved that the congrabu-

'_-l_ations of the Union be conveyed to the Hon. Mr. H, A. Loos on
“his appointment as a member of the Bxecutive Council. 9. The
Honorary Treasurer submitied his acecounts for July shewing better
- progress in the collection of subgeriptions. 8. The Prosident drew
. the attention of the Committes to an article in a College Magazine
n which incorrest and misleading staterments had been made te-
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garding the Burgher community. Tesolved that the President do
write to the Principal of the College expressing the strong feeling
of the Union on the subject. ‘ :

‘ Monday, Gth September, 1926.—1. The Treasurer suhmitted
his sccotunts for August shewing that the improvement in the pay-

ment of subscripiions, reported ab the lash mecting, was being

maintained. 2. Read request from FEntertainment Committee ask-
ing that that Committee be furnished with a monthly shatement
showing subsecriptions received, amount expended, bar takings,
profits on bar, arrears due, and debbs outstanding. Tesolved ihab
the Treasurer be authorised fo furnish the information asked for.
3. Read correspondsnce between the President and the Principal
of the College referred to above in which the latter expressed his
vegret for the appearance of the articla in guestion. 'The Commitlee
expressed their sabisfaction ab the happy terminabion of an uafor-

tunate incident. 4. Considersd an application for & lecture to be
delivered in the Union Hall on the University question. The
Committee were not in {avour of the proposal.

The Social Service Committee —The ngual monthly
meeting of the Social Barvice Committec was held op Monday, 20th
Yapternber, with the Ton, Mr, G. A. Wille in the chair. Several
applications for assistance weve considered and dealb with, includ-
ing one for a grant towards the foes of a lad attending the Medical
College. This Committee is doing very useful work in giving small
monthly aliowances to peor widows and others in destitube eireum-
stances and paying the school-fees of poor children, but mueh more
remains to be done, and gubscriptions and donations which will
enahle the work to be extended are earnestly solicited.

Lectures.—The monthly lectures continue o be an interast-
ing feature of the activities of the Union. The following lectures
were delivered duringthe last guarter and atéracted appreciative
audiences :— .

July.— Professor Leigh Smith on “ Qir Walter Seott and Dutel

Titerature.” Chairman: Mr L. 1. Blazé. )

August.—Mr. A. E. Keuneman on *The Barchester Novels of

Anthony Trollope.” Dr. H. U. Leem-
bruggen,

Ohasraan
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- Beptember —Rev. C. V. A. MacEchern on “ Facts Fancies and
_ Fa_l%acies.“ Chatrman: Mr. W. E. V. de Rdoy.

. I_V.h'. E K. vander Wall.—This gentleman, who has been
o spendmg-hls holiday in Hngland, was to leave for Holland on 25th

.‘Aqgust, bub has been obliged to postpone his visit till the end of
. Oct‘ober to enable him to visit some schools in Gloucestershire with
-...a.?'.wew to make a report to Governmeni regarding cerbain educa-
o tional _-matters. He alzo infends to visit Belgium, sfaying atb

.Pl’us.sels and Bruges, and will be returning o 08}’101’1 by 1:}1; 8.8

) Gloucestershire,” dve here on 27th December. -

s Dr. Frank Grelii'er. accompanied by Mrs. Grenier left for
- Bingland by theg s.  Lelcestershire” on the 16th ulte. He is
) pre.cbed to spend & long holiday in Hurope.

33

S The Hon Mr. ¢ 8. Schneider—We welcome back the
o Hon. Mr. G. 8. Schneider and Mrs. Schneider, who returned to the
Isla,n_c"{. on the 18ih ulte. by the P. & O. s.s. * Naldera.” Mr
o Schnsider was sworn in as’ Acting Chief Justice of Ceylon o‘n Mon:
'fia,y Q-Oth Beptember and we take this opportunity for congratulat

-ing him on this high appointment. . -

—renn el F R A e —
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A GENERAL DESCRIPTION OF CEYLON.
(Translaied from the Duich of W. Haafner.)

Thou art beautiful—Taprobane-—surpassing all the {slands
encireling the ocean—thou art beautiful! Far and wide wert thou
renowned in the vears of the cenburies that have passed away.  As
I saw thee, O lovely Island, I shall never forget thee. The remien.
brance of thee is like the gentle rain falling cn a thirsty land, like
the refreshing dew descending on flowery meadows in the early
hours of dawn. . ' :

Accepl greeting from digtant lands, strong citadel of the sea.
Thy fruitful groves; thy still and lovely woods where the turtle-
doves pour forth their lamentations of love; .thy orchards con-
gpietuous in all the heauby of golden fruit; thy forests dense and.
wild 2nd extending far, in whose deepest shadows I once penetra,ted
~—receive my greebings. Years and seas separate us—~ihey separate
me from my friends and acquaintances of long ago—yet the recol-
lection of thes, O glorious land, and of the joys and short- lived
bliss T experienced in thy midst remain my support. Never shall
T forget thee; all my thoughts and plans of happiness are often
built on thee; when my spitits ave dulled by gloomy phanfolns of
the mind and depressing spectres, and my soul yields to the burden
of overflowing sorrow, then my thoughts turn to those happy hours
of my life, when the strength of vouth still strained in my sinews
and the blood streamed fast in my veins. - How econtentedly, in the
company of dear friends, did I once cross thy wild tracts énd with
the prying eye of curiosity sought out the secrets of thy boundless

and glorious wilds!

Prosperous land, adorned with nature’s richest gifts, wheve of
her own fruitfulness she produces the most rars and varied vegeta-
tion. Charming land, full of manly beauby, where green hills over-
look smiling fields, and sunny dales wind between mountaing erown-
ed with woodland, where lovely groves and pleasant woods of ever-
lashing green rise fascinabingly wild. Bowers wrought by nabure,
dark and lonely paths in which mt had no hand, there where the sun
shoots forth her most Hery ravs, a glimmer of light ean sca.rcely be
seen, and wnder thelr entrancmg shadows one forgets the world,
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: Thele bhe mmnhng and confuged concert of the glistening flocks of
*birds echo round continuously. From the grey morn to the declin-
j.-.m_g .nJ.ﬁffht jubilation reigne unceasingly. The air is cooled by plafrful
*.winds which rustle among the branches, snd on their wings t‘hey
. scatber the stlmulmmg exhalations of cinnamon and aromatic plants
and the refreshing perfume of strange fruiss and Howers. Wide acres
o " oh Wh:ch the eye dwells in amazement on the mingling of glorions
L colours, - Immense fields with golden yellow corn waving and rust-
-._”Img under the light wings of the wind. The silvery hrooks gently
murmuring rush over the white sand and on their transludent erystal
:_'.HIIITO]‘ the clear blue of the sky; on its gsurface the lively fishes
entlced above by the sun play and bathe in its refreshing warmth,

. Ma]eqtlc rivers, in which the bright ruby sparkles, and the
“lea.mmg opal, ab the slightest movement, throws its changing
. colourb and blending rays on the surface, like the rapidly changing
_-:.Northern light. Deep forests, linked to each other, immesgurable
' shadows over which the sun tiges in vain, where, in spite of the firo
».of her-chario, all the warmth is logt —where the morning lengthens
into the day, Praserving the freshness and cool of the dawn. * High
-mountaing ‘laden with precious stones--mines of crystal, rich
- -banks of pearly, numberless species of trees and herbs, their growth
_' unhindered by variations of the different seasons, wholesome herbs
~and he&hng plants produced by a kind nature in woods grown wild,
; lovely meadows and shady dales; and these, among entwining
.;.Weeds, along the steep banks or hebween unscaleable rocks, un-
“krown and unseen, grow up and wither. Many are known b:) the
'--_fteedom -loving Veddah and to the beasts of the forests they are
_-'.probably unfaahn_g remedies against hydraheaded sickness. These
: zynd Iany more are thy graces and riches, O Island of priceless
worth, these are the atfractions which charm my soul! Even there
where nature dwells in all wildness, thou art beausiful, fearfully
. .maﬂmﬁcenb With deep reverence one looks upon thy impenetrable
“and gloomy forests extending illimitably.in ascending heights—the
.:undlsturbed haunts of wild beasts and devouring monstelz. These
- hHave been from ancient times the bulwavks of the oppressed Sinha-
l_ese, plansed by nature. Thy mountains grown wild, the eloud-.
clapped heights which frenzied imagination alone can scale, thy
deep valleys whieh the sun lightens only at midday, over which,ha.n;
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the spreading rocks with mossy projechions, and where the dried
rools of hurled down trees entwine thy dark precipices, where the
light of day is never seen and from the depths of which torn crags,
uprooted from their foundabions by the midnight storm, rise from
among the interlacing underwood. Thy raging torrential water-
falls which thunder down the steep sides of rocks, -or from the
channelled monntains dash into the valleys strewn with woods, and
shoot pagt, frothing and bubbling, between the exposed roots bending
before its fovce, and tottering trees; thy rushing mountaln streams
which falF erashing down; thy far-veaching rivers, some flowing
through lonely but fartile tracts, rolling over rocky moors and spndy
fAnts or wikh difficulty working a way through thick brakes of under-
growth, thus forced into a narrow bed, low foaming over massive
© rooelks. ]

Thou art not a ross without thorns, thou art nob & jewel with-
out flaw., In thy midst are such frightful wildernesses ~ where
imagination [eats to enter, wherve {right and horror haunt in dark
caves, lonely forsaken places which for ever slesp in the stilluess of
night ; where no sound of human volces are heard, unless it be the
Aespairing cry of some unfortunate traveller who, straying from his
path, separated from his companions, wanders lonely round in these
sombre tracts.

Sueh are the wild and fear inspiring rocks of Hewoihes lying in
the midst of a dry and barren waste, where the sun shoofs her flery -

rays on bare roeks and by their reflections kindles a stifling warmth.
Such are the linked mountain chains of Couragahing and Wella-
pohalioy, where masses of riven rock huddled togebher, in un-
approachable ruggedness, rise threateningly high, towering over the
gloomy valley, and where from overhanging rocks, sometimes huge
magses separating through age or torn away by - hurricanes, are

harled with dull echo, reverberating from corner (o corner into ‘

moaning chasms, where no plumaged songsters build their nests; only
the horned night owl on the edge of an abyss sits sleepily nodding,
every moment in danger of a fearful fall. There, on the gray crag

of an overhanging rock, the golden eagle feeds his blood-thirgty .

hrood and the vultures shake thelr rustling wings; there the hiss of
the mountain snakes ascend from deep holes like the gush of an
underground wind from a rent in the earbh; there are caves of

DUTEH BURGHER UNION 61

 immensge depth, never 1it by a ray of daylight where eternally cold
‘night holds sway, gaping fissures of cleft vocks, from which there is
“1nio hope of escape. © Dark abysmal depths from which the bewilder-
el traveller, gaxing from the precipitous mountain sides inbo its
- never trodden depths, steps back with protruding eyes, fain,
-speechless and pale. There live satyrs in decaying trees, and their
hark echoes fram afar in the solitary wilds; they raise their fear in-
spiring voices $o the winds and hold their revels at midnight. The
o wild beasts fly to their laivg and tremble, the bixds awake from their
~“..sleep in fear and aimlessiy flutter round among the branehes of
trees, even the night owl reburns guickly to the cleff in the rock, and
‘the wandering bats fly far away and forsake for ever their abode.
- Bilence and fear reign arcund while the fearful sound, like lightning,
- fravels from place to place; there again it is heard some miles away,
“and again & moment after it seems to come from under the feet of
. gome unfortunate whom an evil fate has led into these wild tracts;
shuddering he springs back, the hair of his unhappy head on end
‘like the quills of an angry poreupine—perspiraion breaks out on
all sides from his trembling body, his heart benumbed gasps for
"~ breath and he longs for the break of day.
" Thy wild grown woods where no sun ray ever entered, where
only'a faint daylight, a dismal death-like twilight, prevails; these
© fearful haunts of horrors, where sorrow, the leaden sceptre, sways;
_ "where pale silence moves stealthily among the trees and presses a
- dry finger on the lips; where among $he intertwining bushes a sad
“flock of birds in foneliness flies sorrowfully round, their songs for-
“gotfen, the gloomy night owl alone with ‘plainkive cries and sobs
~moans oub her sorrow, and flocks of bats, tied up in knots with
-leathéry wings, hang from the branches of trees. In these damp
: __Wood's no refreshing winds blow, the chilly air of decay rises from
t_he lees of pools, the homes of loathsome poisonous vermin,
- Miserable muddy streams flow past moss-grown half-decayed trunks
“of brees; theve is the chosen home of the dremded horaed spider
wwhich with rolling eves lies in wait for the green frog. _
' The wandering traveller, seelking fhe lost path, sinks to hig
nees in the offensive decomposing mavsh, and when with his handg
he moves the many hranches of troes and creepers which hinders
his vision, hundreds of blood-thirsty gandiis and mangaiz and other
Jpoisonous biting inseobs fall on him and il his wearied body with
urning pain.
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WILD DWELLERS OF THE FORESTS.
The Veddah. '
{Pramsiated from the Dutch of W. Haafner.)

1

In these wildernesses, eut off from all communal life by im-
penetrable jungle and wild morasses, roams the wild tribe _Qf ‘the
treadom loving Veddah. He, son of $he fores, despising all subjec-
tion, recognising no master, at peace with the wild woodg, whexe no
Turopean cares to supplant him, lives contented, free of care, hfhppy
in his poverty, so long as it pleases Nature. The arhicle‘s which a

" more civilized world regards as her greatiest blessing are unknown

to him. Nurtured only by a kind Providence, necessity has made .

Tmown to him the domestic utensils; the hollow of his hand ig his
glags and the leaf of the tree hig dish. Like the elephant, who
knows him and has nothing to fear from him, he quenches his thirsh
in a shady stream meandering betwoen maoss-covered trees. So
vain desire for useless things disturbs his tranguil soul—unprofit-
able knowledge distresses nof his brain: bhe san and the moon
shine over him, bubt he does not worry to delve into the na,ture? of
their course. No heavy task tires him nor daoes he sWeaJt. behind
thé plongh. The chase alone is his one pleasani occupation, .tih.(*)
inexhzustible forests supply him with food in abundance, honey 1s
his salt; with it, in the hollow of a tree, he preserves the game, and
with it he sweetens his muddy water; the wild fruit trees bend
their heavy laden branches over his head, and in the ground he finds
pleasant nourishing roots . {or sickness, unavoidable in marf, .cha.nce
and the wild animals of the forest have taught him the use pf Who.le—
gomeé herbs and healing plants, Armed with an axe and %ccompa‘u‘l}ed
by his édns, he wanders in the pathless forests, hunting: sniffing

around him with pointed eays are his dogs, and there is his arrow

whieh strikes sure to proteet him from wild beasts—if on hi:s, way he
meets the fievee tiger, despising fear, he faces him, piercing.‘nun .ab the
same time with his unerring arrow, and big how string rings in the
air“if it be a growling bear with whom he has fallen out over a
beshive, he sends the spear hurtling into his heart and later qlqtlles
himself with its rough woolly coab; when weary of hunting he resis
under tlve green bowers by the side of a babbling brook and the
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- sweet Lharmony of the countless inhabitants of the air Iulls him to

- 8leep.

- A hut of woven branches large enough for him and his family
‘is hig house. In fhe thick shaded woods he dwells secure from the

" morning vays of the sun; the fanlike talipot shelters him from rain,

' He fears neither foe nor attack except from some wild animal; bus the

- - rustle of the dry leaves and twigs, which he bas heaped around his

fs_leepihg ground for this very purpose, reveals to him the stealthy

- approach of a prowling heagt.

His femple and altar are the foos of a tree, and here he lays his
- offerings, and prays o the Almighty for bhe timely rains, his sole
. necessity. Thus he lives in the wild forests in peace and contented
- With his lob. '

- The strange races round him do not exeite his curiosity o in-
. ".-vestigate their custorms and hahits. The forests are his world and

- to it he gives the preference akove. all other lands. His life he
-+ thinks fhe best.

A happy provision—blessed disposition born i our souls
“-with our life—the disposition which hides all that is wanting in
.- .natuve, which binds with a secret chain fo a most unfavoursd and
* inhospitable land, to a miserable climate, its inhabitants. It is thig
7 disposition that fetters the wandering Arab to the wilderness, to
. the frightful loneliness, fo the immeasurable plains of moving sand;
“where a!l things show the image of death, a region, disinberited of
---heaven, where day dawns in sorrow and where dying nature speaks
% In languishing tones; never have the gilt of Pomona and Flors en-
‘riched this land hated of heaven, never had a refreshing dew moigh-
aned the sandy ground; one sees no gmiling green, one hears nob the
“paurmur of the streams mingling with the songs of the birds; and
et these sad wastes are their beloved country, a landscape rich with
he . blessings of nafiure confuse his eyes, used only to uniformity,
and with a passionate longing he turus back to his lonesome
wilderness. It is thig very disposition which makes the Esquimaux
“eling so strongly to fhe bleak and barren tracts, outside which he
fades away and dies. '
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EDITORIAL NOTES.

Notices of Births, Marriages and Deaths.—Members of the Union are
entitled, free of charge, to the inser tion of notices of domestic ceeurrences,
“These notices must be restricted to a bare statement of the name or names,
place, and date of ocourrence, and must be sentto the Honorary Secretary
of the Dutch Burgher Unian.

Standing Committee for Ethical and Literary Purposes. ~-The attention
of members is invited to the need for eo-operation in carrying out the
object laid down in sub-section (¥} of Rule 2 of the Constitution. Any
suggestions on this subject are to be addressed to the Honorary Secretary
of the Committee for Litérary Purposes, Mr.J. R. Toussamt Muresk, Clifford
Place, Bambalapitiya.

The Journal will be issued at the end of every quarter, post fres, to each
member of the Union who pays a subscription of Rs. 5f- per annum towards
its coat of publication. Literary and other confributions are invited and
should be sent to Mr. R.G. Anthomsz, Presidant of the Duieh Burgher
TUnion, Teriston, Heneratgoda, while all remittances on account of the
Journal should be made to Mr. J. R. Toussaint as above. Dr. L. A. Prins
has been made a member of the Board of Management.

Changes of Addréss.—All change of address (especially within the

" last three years) shoald be notified withoul -delay to 1he Honerary

Secretary of the Union, Duich Burgher Union Mall, Reid’s Avenue,

Colombe, or o the Honorary Treasurer of the Union, This will

ensure lhe safe receipi by members of all notices, imvitations,
reporis, ete. :

Remittances.—Remittances, whether of subscriptions due to the Union
or contributions for special objeots, must be made to the Honorary Treasurer
of the Union, Mr. Wace de Niese, Cherrydale, Bambalapitiya, and not to the
Honorary Becretary.

Remittances on the account of the Social Bervice Fund must be made
to Mrs, L. M. Maartensz, Horton Place, Colombo, the Honorary Secretary
of the Standing Committee for purposes of Social Service.

Dutch Burgher Union of Ceylon Buildings Co., Ltd.—All communica-
tions should be addressed to G. H,Gratiaen, Esq., Seereiary of the Company
D, B. U. Hall, Reld’s Avenue, Colombo. .
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No. 61,

All Sizes. Rs. 9-50 per Dozen,
No. 20.
FOR MORNING OR DRESS WEAR.

“COMFORTABLE AND® SMART IN 13" and 2/
All Sizes. Bs. 9-50 per Daozen,

BROUGH S Ltd.,

P.O. BOX 75,

COLOMB O,

THE POPULAR ROUND-DOUBLE IN 13" and 15"




