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Periodical literature in Ceylon has always had an uncertain
eareer. Two or three school magazines now survive which bave
had a more or less regular course for twenby years or more. Half
a dozen denominafional religlous magazines have with difficulby
maintained a necessary existence. Bub periodicals which were
meant to encourage the sfudy of literature, history, or even polities,
have not had any such good fortune. Such magazines as the Ceylon
Miseellany, Young Ceylon, the Cevlon Quarberly Magazine, and the
Orientalist, are mere names to most people, Not one of them
lasted more than three vears, Still, they were published when
education in Fnglish was lar loss widespread than now. Terlodicals
nearer to our own time have heen somewhat more suceesslul, but
they have nobt been able o win sufficlent support from the publie.
The Ceylon Literavy Register, the Ceylon Review, the Ceylon Anti-
quary—nperiodicals ol the highest value—did not survive for more
than a decade. Tt iz nob noeessary just now to examine the causes
of all thess failures. With the growth of a, better-eduested and
more public-spirited elass of readers, magazines intended to serve
the public are liksly to have a more favourable prospect of success.

We have been moved bo these reflections on realizing that this
JoUuRNAL of the Dutch Burgher Unlon of Ceylen is now in its
ninsteenih volume. That ig a surprising {act when it is baken into
account that the JOURNAL appeals to an exbremely limited publie,
and that even among fhe members of the Union, it is only a small
minority who really appreciate its alins or understand its value. Tt
is well, therefare, to point out that this current number is the
Sfifty-seeth of the series, and that the prospeebs of the JOURNAL are
much more satisfactory than they have ever been.
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When the Duteh Burgher Union of Ceylon wag inaugurated in
January, 1908, the frst of three sub-committess then appointed was
tha.t for Hthical and Literary Purposes, and one of its duties was

“To publish a quarterly Journal, conbaining papers, illustrations,
notes, genealogies, and letters, and a summary of the principal news
of the Quarter relating to the objects of the Union,” A vearly
payment, fixed later on at Rupees two, was charged o those mem-
bers who wished to have the JOURNAL, but only one hundred and

twenty subscribers paid up. It was afterwards decided to issue the
JOURNAT froe bo those members whose subseriptions to the Union

were not in arrear, This practice was carried on for some years,

but difficulties arose which prevented regular publication. Apart

from the- difficulty of paying the printer, it was nob easy to geb
literary contributions which would be in keeping with the standard
seb by Mr. R. G. Anthonisz, the first editor of the JOURNAT.
Writers who kad no special aequaintance with the facts of Dutch

higtory, or of the Dubeh oceupation of Ceylon, or even the antiqui-

ties of Ceylon, hesitated to send articles on general subjects. Ac-
cordingly, the volumes for 1910 and 1911 consisted of one ‘‘ part ”
only, but a larger “part ' than was usual. The volume for 1912
consigted of three parts, but again tha volume of 1920 consisted of
onte part.

Thera were some readers and suhseribers who wished the
JOURNAL to be less special in character, with arsicles which would
interest a larger number of readers. A sub-committes of eight
members of the Union was appointed to consider the matter, and
they agreed upon an experiment in that direetion, The JOURNAL
was to " contain arbicles of general interest, on such subjects as
social life, education, literature, history, arts and sciences, ete.,
chiefly in their connection with Ceylon.)? It was to be issusd to
suhscribers only, not excluding those who were not members of the
Union. A supplement, containing news, notices, and other matter
of interest to the Union, was to be issued to members only.  But
nobhing came of this venture, and for two years, 19099 and 1928,
there was no issue of the JOURNAL, It was out of the question for
the Union to run both the Union and the JOURNAL on a subserip-
tion of fifty eents a month,

Rarly in 1924 a new arrangement was mads. The JOURNAL

was to be issued 6o thosa only who were prepared to pay for i, and
the Union was not to be responsible for its finanees, Tt was a hold
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: Veﬁture for a small Committee to undertake, but under the vigorous

management of Mr. B. H. van der Wall as Editor, and Mr. J. R,
Toussaint as Treasurer the JOURNAT obtained a new starf, and
from July 1924 till now the quarterly issue in July, Qctober,
January, and April has been regularly and successfully maintained.

The list of Rditors is as follows, some little overlapping not be-

' ing taken into account:—Mr. R. G. Anthonisz (Volumes I—IV), Mr.

Vernon Grenier (Volumes V—VIII), Mr. L E. Blazé (Volumes IX
—XIII', Mr. E. H. van der Wall (Volumes XTIV and XV), Mr.
J. R. Toussaint (Volumes X V—XIX>,

Most of the papers printed in the JOURNAL are of lasbing value,
and will be better appreciated a few years hence than they are now.
No student of the history of the Dutch ocoupation of Ceylon can

“afford to neglect them, and those members of the Union who are

fortunate enough to own copies will be well advised to keep them
carefully. A few subjects will indicate what has beer done :—The
Dutch Language in Ceyvlon, Qur Nameg and Suranames, Some Old
Honses, A Hundred Years Ago, S. Peter's Church in Colombo, The
Burghers of Ceylon (Mr. R. G. Anthowisz), Sketohes of Dubch
History (Mrs. B. (. Anthonisz); Old Galle, The Dutch in the Bast
Indios, The Good OId Days (Mr. F. H. de Vos} ; The Painters of
Holland (Mr. W. W. Beling';, Some Dutch Painters, Rembrandt, The .
Colour Problem (Dr. H. U. Leembruggen); Folland among the
Nations, The Changing Fast (Mr. L. I, Bluzé) ; Jacob Haafner, The
Dnteh Connection with Batticaloa (Mr. J. B. Toussaint'; The
Portuguese and Duteh in Ceylon (Mr. Joseph Grenier) ; The People
who came to Qeylon (Dr. E. L. Spittel) ; A Visit to Holland, The
Boors at Diyatalaws (Mv. E. H. van der Wall); Calpentyn—
Arippo —Pultalam—and the Islands of Dutch Bay, Vestiges of
Duteh Occupation in the Hambantota District (Mr. B. L. Brohier) ;
Old Chilaw (Mr, Q. L. de Kretser); The Netherlands in Evgland
(Mr. J. P. Lewis). These titles are only a selection from a ligh
whieh might be largely extended. Then, C. A. T.’s lecture on
“ Holland *', unknown to more than half a dozen peopls in Ceylon,
wag reprinted in the JOURNAL, which also had the distinction of
' publishing,'as a Supplement, a new and independent translation
into HEnalish of Haafner’s “ Journey on Foot through Ceylon”, by
Dr. L. A. Pring and Mr. J. R. Toussaint.

Me. B. H. de Vos was responsible for the Genealogies which
appeared, and for the lists of Settlers in Ceylon; Mr. C. K. de Vogy
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for the lists of Duteh Predikants. Valuable blographlczﬂ -skatehes
and porbraits of several Dutch Gowernors have been published, as
also accounts of Dutch Burghers whose names are held in high
respect, the study of whieh will, it is hoped, inspire the younger
generation to follow their example and win for themselves names as

highly honoured. Liooking back on all that has been recounted in -

this paper, 1u may fairly be said that the JOURNAL has been true to
its aim, to ' rouse in the mambers {of the Umon) an interess in the
past history of. thelr'race, and keep alive in their minds the best
tradisions of their ancestors : ; 80 that they might he encouraged to

labour together to maintain the honour and dignisy whlch has come
to them as a heritage.”

It is to the younger Members of the Union that those responsi-
ble for the JOURNAL must look for contributions. The educational,
social and politieal changes that are taking place among us eannot

have left them absolutely untouched. 1t they are indifferent to

them, thelr fate and that of the Community musé be considered
hopeless. The young men—and young women-—of the other com-
mumtles are thoroughly alive fo what iz going on. They are study-
ing economic questions, passing high ezaminations, and taking an
eager inberest in social and public concerns. They attend public
lectures, form associations, and print magazines in which they give
free expression to their views. There ought to be at least the same
gpirit . of enterprise and investigation in 2 Commumty which hasg
all along led and sustained public movements in this counfry. If
education in Ceylon hag done no more for our voung people shan
enable them to pass examinations oceasionally, and secure exploy-
~ment, then it has been a most unfortunate failure.

. The JCURNAL is a link which should bind together more and
more all the Members of the Union, It tells them whab good work
b Union is doing, and it preserves the honourable traditions and
nflem(?nes of the past. Subscribers get more than good value for
the Five Rupees which they pay annually, and Members who are
nob subscribers will, ib is earnestly hoved, realize their obligations
and hot leave to a few the responsibilities which ought to be ;eadlly

and ungrudgingly borne by all, even if that involves & little straln
on their resources.
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DESCRIPTION OF THE ISLAND
: OF CEYLON '

By M. Dsom LSKROON

‘The mland of Ceylan, or Ceylon, hes between tho 6th: and
10th ‘deg. North lat. and between the 101% and 104th E. longitude.

Tt is a Liandvorgtey, or government, belonging to'the Dufch East«
Tndia Company. It is of a great extent, being in length 220 mileg

from North to South; and in breadth, measuring from East o
Woest, in some places 120, in others 72, and -at Jaffanapatnair bub

- 98 miles ; 'in cireumfarence 790.. To the north ‘of.if is part of the

doast of Coromandel ; to the Fast the Bay of Bengal; to the South
the ocean ; and to the West the Maldivia islands. SRR
Ceylon is one of the most important of the Dutch possessions;

- and that not only on aecount of the cinnamon, which is not ailowed

to be peeled from the tree anywhere élse, and for which the com:
pany has the exclusive privilegs; but likewise of other precious
articles broughb from thence, as well as the considerable revenues
arising to the company from other sources. This extensive island
ig divided into six kingdoms, as-follows : ’
1. Qandi or Oandia, 2. Cottit, 3. Sitavaca, 4. Dmfmbadcm,
5. Amorayapoere, 6 Jafanapatnon, .
Parther, into six principalities, eleven counties; four marguis
gates, and nine seigneuries or lordships. Radia Singa, emperor of
Candia where he resides, bears the title of thab of the whole igland;
though in fact his authority is confined $o the internal part-of it,
and does not in the least extend to the coasts. The coast, imdeed,
all round the island belongs to the Dubch; and is fenced in, asif
were, in such a manner, with forts and fences, that at present it is
wext to impossible to carry on a very illicit commeme, 2 cautlon, ‘
which the various and repeated attempés of the English to pus i
cipate of the rich booty to be found here, have made NEGASIATTY.
In so late a period, as that between the years 1756 and 1760, these

- latter were ab groab pains to conclude a seereb negobiation with the

emperor, which, indeed, fook effect, insomuch thab they had begun
to earty on a considerable trade in the distant bays on the eastern
side of the island. The governor ab thab fime was John Schroeder,
& Hambmger, who, from the condition of a common soldier, had
mlsed himself not only to this post, bub likewise to that of one of
the council of the Indies, in Which latter office he died. .. .. ..
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This man saw through the views and intentions of the amperor.
He had intelligence, that this latter had infringed the treaby, and
that he had dealings with the English, particularly in ammunition:
caunon, arms and powder. He sent to him, desiring him to desist,
and to call o mind the oath he had taken to deal only with his
subsidiary allies. The emperor, however, set him at defiance,
telling him, that he would not be dictated to any longer. This was
the signal for war. M. Schroeder immediately gave orders to
cintize in all the bays and mouths of large rivers, round the whole

island, and to search ovary vessel, and on refusal, to make use of

force ; the consequence of which was, that he had sufficient proofs
to produce of the emperor's treachery. Upon this, he ordered all
the froops to be marched towards the mountaing, in order, if
possible, to bring the emperor to reason, ' Thig latter, who had
plenty of ammunition, turned out likewise, and a war broke oub
that- lasted seven years. Ag long ag the governor-general, Van
Mossel, who died in May 1761, was in being, Schroeder had every
support he could wish from Batavia; but Van der. Parra, who
succeeded Mossel, wishing fo geb his own nephew into Schrosder’s
place, did everything he could to thwart this latter in all hig
schemes and intentions, so that he retived in disgust, recommend-
ing Baron Van Tek in his room. Van Hek followed his prede-
cessor’s plan ; Candia, the matropolis of the island, was taken and
plundered, and converted into one of the company’s settlements.

The emperor lost all his arms and ammunition, and was obliged to -
sue for peace. The conditions wera consequently dictated by the

victorious party. They were as follows :

1. The emperor shall keep within the mountaing, and have
nothing to do with the coasts, where the company may throw up

as many fences as they please, and inerease or diminish them af
pleasure, ’

2 The emperor shall pay all the extraordinary expenses
ineurred by the honourable company during this war, and occa-
sioned by him, the whole amounting to 10,000,000 of piastres.

3. Apd, whereas the emperor gives his word that he is not
able to do this with specie, bhe shall therefore discharge i by three
installations, partly in'cinnamon, and parily in other articles of
sommerce., ' : '
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‘4, The emperof shall by his subjects, the Cingalese, not only

" _throw up again every fence, redoubt, &e., that has been destroyed,

but shall likewise assist the Dutch, ab _his own expense, in every
new fortification in future to he erected. . ‘.

5. Candia shall be restored again to the emperor; and i.n
other respects, all and every contrach, made previously to this, is
‘hereby confirmed and renewed.

The six principalities in Ceylon are,

1. Oeva. 2. Mature. 8. Denuaca, or the two Corles; by the
word Corle is meant a goveroment, 4, The four Corles. 5. The

.. seven Corles. 6. Matale.

The eleven counties are, -

1. Trinkenemale, or Trincoenmale. 2. Batricals., 3. Vel@se.
4. Bintene. 5. Drembra. 6. Panciapato. 7. Veta. B. Putelan.
9, Velare, 10. Gale. 11. Billigan,.

The four marquisates are, .

1. Duranura. 2. Batianura. 3. Tripane. 4. dccipate.

The nine lordships or large manors are,

1, Alican. 2. Colombo. 8. Nigombo. 4. Chilauw. 5. Madampe.
6 Calpentin. 7. Avipo. 8. Manaar. 9. The Pearl Fishery.

Besides this general division, they reckon on thiri:,y-four
greater, and thirty-three lesser distriets (Landscha.f!:en) in 'the
interior part of the island, exclusively of the four peculiar districts
of Jaffnapatnam. These ave,

1. Welligame. 2. Timmoraiie. 3. Warmoratie. 4. Pacheala-
palie. :

In this island there are divers streams and rivers. The more
considerable ones are a8 follows ;—

Mavela- Ganga, & river thab takes its rise from Adam’s-Peak,
and running northwards, empties itself into the bay of Trinconomale.
' And Kosdoéva, near Gale, which springs out of the Heuw-berge,
{or Hay Mountain, as it is called) and flows into the sea near Gale,
together with many small streams; such are those nea.r’ Alican,
Catture, Colombo, whieh all come originally out of the Adam's-Berge,
falling into the sea in the places here mentionad.

The whole land is full of motmtains and foreste. ~ Formerly,
ordefs wore igsuad by the emperor, that no one should presume, on
pain of death, to cut any roads through the impassable forests,
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wider than was sufficient for one person to pass: but at present sl

the roads are by the Duteh made wide enough for two or three’

Wa.ggons fo pass each other. The seasons here differ extremely

for when the rainy season prévails on the western side of the island;

it is the dry season and fair weather in $he eastern, and vice versa ;
a diversity, which ceases in the middle of the island. Earth-

guinkes also arve very common here, and sometimes very hard shocks,

as is usualin hot elimates. Howevar they are [not] near so violont
as in those countries that lie still farther Eo the eastward,
) I now come to a more particular deseription of the island;
begmmng with the country of Gale, on the south-west side of it;
and the town or city Punioc de Gale. This iz situated in long. 10%%
deg. N. lat. 6 deg. 5§ min. It is above two miles in circumisrence,

and is strongly fortified by nature as well as by art, Indeed, the | |
chief and best fortifications are the blind-rats, as they are ecalled, or -

invisible rocks in the bay. The principal buildings hare are the
magazine, ths hospital, the commandant’s dwelling house, and the

Dutieh chureh, wshere likewise the Cingalese in the morning and at’

noon perform their religious rites and worship, |

In this town there is a great trade, as well on account of the
inhabitants bartering their commodities with those of the naigh-
bouririg coasts, as also on account of the fleets which sake their
Inding in here on their return to Wurope, and are generally dis-
patehed by the 25th of December.” The factory here i8, in point of
rank, the second on the island. The Company keeps here a
commandant as president, with a merchant- for his deputy and
assistant, and obher officers, whao compose the couneil. The thilitary,
which is genernlly stationed here fo the amount of three hundred
men, i3 commanded by a captain ; and the counbry round ahout is
governed by a Dessave, or seneschal and his deputy. Thege, how-
ever, as well as all the other forts and factories, are all under the
command of the governor of the whole island, residing at Colombe.

9. Calicalure lies ﬁfty miles o the north of Gale, and bhetween
these places there are & good many villages and’ unfortified towns,
which are all invested by the Dutch with small detachments of the
wilitary. But-Calicature is one of the principal fortresses; it bag
double walls, and a good garrisen. From hence, further on to the
northwards, to the extent of thirty-five miles, are scattered several

villagas and srnall places, which are all hkewme a kmd of ous- posts
‘belonging to the garrison. :

¢
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3. The beautiful and magnificent fown of Colombo, It lies in
lat; 6 deg. and long. 102 deg, 10 min. When the Porbuguese were
in possession of i, it was of a vast extent ; bub affer the taking of it
in 1656, it has been very much diminished in its dimensions, and

‘by thig means is become very strong and tenable: it is defended by

five large bastions, Vietoria, Constantia, Concordia, Haerlem and
Fnkhuysen, In the town itzelf stands the beausiful edifice in which

" the governor dwells; a magnificent hospital ; & commodious roomy

orphan-house; a large church for the Dutch; a school for the
Malabars ; and a spacious market. ‘There is also a seminary here,
of which the minister is always the rector, with two assistants, On
this occasion it is worth remarking, thab it is the only insbitution
of the kind in the whole Indies ; even Batavia, to the great shame
of the direstion in Holland, not being provided with one. It is
eorbainly mueh to be lamented, that the education of youbh is so
much neglected throughout the whole extent of the Company's
possessions ; in all of whieh the children are suffered to grow up
under the tuition of slaves, under their inspection, and in their
éompzmy . eonsequently every good and generous gentiment is nip-
ped in the bud, and o wide door is opened for the reception of every
thing that is mean and base. The men of fortune, therefore, among

_the Furopeans here, are all obliged, if they wish to save their child-

ren from destruction, to send them in fheir tender infancy- to
Hoelland, to be there educated, and be made useful citizens.

Even people of the first rank, who have not heen able to

-persuade themselves to trust their tender offspring to the merey of

the sea, have, sooner or later, always had oceasion to lament their
excessive fondness: for, though they generally keep a tutor in the
house, whom fthey procure ab a great expense from Turope, yot the
children have, affer all, a miserable education ; their servile motions
can never be evadicated, and the conversation they of course daily
hold with their slaves, counberacts all the instructiong they receive
from their tutor. Add to this, that they are continually told that
they are generals or directors’ song, that they will have large
fortumes, “and will certainly be Orang Baazar, or great men,
All this serves to inspire them with an ufter econtempt for
their inferiors, and a plenary conviction, that they are not
under the least necessity to learn any thing, and consequently
they remain stupid and ignorant all their lives. Notwith-
standing which, they even in their early age atbain to the
2
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most luerative employments, though many of thege Epplaps (for so
they here call such ag are either born in Asia, or whose fathers ars
Europeans and mothers Asiatics) have searee learned 5o much ag to
be able to write their names : bhus muck, however, cannot be . dis-
pensed with ; as from the dutise of their office they are obliged to
sign their name frequently to instruments and official papers, at the
same time that perhaps they are nol able to read the contents,

The Majoves themselves, which constitute the general direction
{die Vergaadering van 17) in Holland, ars so sensible of this, thaf
they have made it a rule, that no nabive, or lipplap, shall rise higher
than to the ofiice of book-keeper ; though the gentlemen at Batavia,
out of regard to their sons, do not adhere quite so closely to this
rule, as they do to the order, that no forsigner, {.e. no one that is
nob barn in the Seven United Provinces, shall rise higher than #o
the employment; of a factor. In fine, thore are no schocls here but
those of the lower clags ; and the schoolmasters are either kranken-
troster, i.e. chaplains, that come with the ships from Furope, or
more usually still, broken mechanies, such ag bakers, shoe-makers,
glaziers, &c. who have no maore book-learning than just to make a
ghift o sing the Psalms of David, and at the same tims perhaps
can say the Heidelberg catechism by heart, together with g few
passages out of the Bible, and are able to read s sermon from somae
auﬁhor; or else they are some wretched natives, that can searces
make a shift to read Dutch intelligibly, much less can they write g
good hand, and in arithmetic are stil] mote deficient. And so much
for the state of learning in the whole of the East Indies in the
possession of the Dutch. '

. Just before Colombo there is a large projection of the land into
the sea, which bends towards the West, and with the bastion in
the South-West eomposes the harbour ; but the road here ig
extremely unsafe, the ships Iying all exposed bo the North-West.
wind ; consequently they never make any long stay here, but make.
a8 speedily as they can for the Bay of Gale. '

The town of Colombo is divided into the Old town and the’
New, both which are separated from each other by a latticed gate,
Here is the prineipal factory, where the governor, ahd néxk to him
a consul (that is to say here, but nos in the regeney of the country,
for in that ease the commandant of Gale takes the second place), 4
fiseal, or judge advocate, and the other officers of state reside, .
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There is likewise in this place, a judiciary council, or c?llege ol
ju’sticé, where "all matters of law are determmed,anc% Whlther all
the faclories on the island may appeal ; but they ave s6ill at liberty

. bo appeal again from this courb to that of Batavia, which is the

highest in the Indies. ‘ .

The military is commanded by a major, and is reckongd al this
placa to eonsist of four thousand men. The Landa‘)ozgt has a
considerable revenue, and ig the most respectable, in point of power
and authority, of any governor in the Indies; having, besu?.les a
number of other factories, the two governments of Gale and J aﬂ.a.na.-
patnam under him ; and, though he is responsible to the. Counc.ll'a.fs
Batavia, corresponding directly with Furope, and lik_emse receiving
the cargoes directly from thence, which still adds to his consequence.
Till the year 1669, he was of still greater im porta.nce,'as befort? that
period the coast of Malabar was likewise subject to him ; but in the
year 1669, this coast becams a separate government, and. was 1:)1&(!8&
undeyr the control of Batavia. The fortresses and factories, withous
reckoning the garrisons and the smaller out-posts, are : Mature.a,
Calpentyn, Manaar, Jaffanapatnam, Trinconomale, C‘;o'a.f;]aur, Ba‘f?bb
calo, Banua, the salt-pans, Magamme, Punto, Gale, Nigombo, with
saveral out-posts under Colombo, Tutocoryn, and Punto Pedro.

4. The fortress of Nigombo lies above twelve lmiles from the
prineipal fort, Colombo, and between them are dl‘spersed. many
beautiful villages and unfortified towns, Iﬁ'ggom bo is parbicularly
well fortified, for the purpose of protecti'ng the oinnlamon-counhry.
The Portuguese had fortified it in a most extrasrdinary manner ;
but the fortifications are now very much diminished, par.bly‘ fo save
the expence of a large garrison, and partly because ti‘w prineipal ff):rb
ié so near it. Formerly here were a merchant as resident, an ensign
with about a hundred soldiers, and officers eivil and military ; but

: .now they are all reduced fo the ensign with sixty men, This place

is situate in the kingdom of Cofte, and has very fine woods belong-
ing to it. , -

.5. The island Calpentyn, and the fortress upon it, about thirty.
six mileg from the fork abave-mentioned. The extent of this islarfd
is about twenty-four miles from North to South, and four in
breadth.” There are two villages upon it, the fort is on the easbern
side of iti,"a.néi ig garrisoned by an ensign and forly men.

6. Mangar, likewise an island, twenty-five miles long, lan_d
elght broad. Here is also a fort, with a factor as resident, and a lieut

»
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enant with a hundred men fo garrison it. - This forb is in the east.

e}T"n port of the fsland, and is very strong. Between this island and
t.he coast of Madura, there lies a heap of sand-banks in s abrait
line, to the extent of fifty-two miles, which have soime depkh d
are the?eiore called Adam’s Bridge by the inhabitants whcl)) a,s,sarjt
t]f1ab this was the dwslling-place of Adam and Eve p,amdise be?llz :
_mtuftted ‘ in Ceylon ; and.a heap of obher fablos o t’his purporf Ii
i3 likewise supposed, nob without reason, that this island .Was
forrfzerly unibed to the continent, and was by degrees, and in cour
of time, separated from it by the sea. ’ e
Here is likewise the famous Pearl-fishery, which \ﬁfa.s latberl
poglected by the Porfuguess, bub is now carfied on bﬁr the Com any
to great advantage. On the opposite coass of the continent bf thi
Nlortll-li&St of this island, is the extensive village of Mé.toi;,te, and
_:;iliol;;.same coast are many places of some note, which are all
‘ 7.. Jaffanapatnam. The whole of this kingdom is twenbv-six
miles in breadsh towardsthe Northern part; on the South-East }*id
near Cabtiani, twelve ; and towards fort Calirauw, bub two : anbd o
lengbh from ILast to West, oight miles, Tt 1ies; at the ais,ba.n H;
about ninety miles from Manaar., It is, as has been al :edo'
observed, divided into four disbricts. The eastle ig in \Vellil o
very strongly fortified, and wall garrisonsd. There is a coniifﬂ'e’
the. capacity of eommandant, who has likewise hiz council :'.n
a.:c.v,msti him, the same as at Punto de Gale; he having here, i :
similar manner to that practised aé all the other fa:hori@s’ Itlha‘
supr-eme command: a major by brevet ecommands the militar ;
Besides the commandant’s house there is a magnificent church h Y
and a handsome hospital. Round about in the neighbourh?o?i’
there a're many fortified places and out-posts, of which Ponto d
Bedres. is the prineipal. Higher up the country, in the three othasi
distriets, there is a number of inhabited villages, to the amount ofel
hundred and sixby. The natives are here, as well ag ih every oth &-
place, within the jurisdicticn of the Company, and must p&yysull t;;
imposts with cinnamon a ' io fost
o Viz.nd areek. To the Wesbward of. the fort_
. 1. Amsterdam, formerly called Corridive, twenty miles in
circumierence, uninhabitéd, and full of forests. | o
2. Leyden, formerly Oerature, sixteén miles from J affang-
patnam, and four from Amsterdam, and has several villases
L)
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upon it. Betwixt these two islands there is a fory, called
Hammenhiel, which is of great strength, and is considered as
the key to Jaffanapatnam.
8. Delft, once Porgardiva, is, a8 well as the others,
Middelburg and Horm, desert and uninhabited, exeepting in so
" far as that a great deal of timber is cut here for the use of the
Company.
At the ubtmost point or promontory of this kingdom,
directly to the Hast, is, ‘ .
8. (sic) TThe fortress of Calirauw, under the control of Jatfana-

~ pabnam, and guarded by an ensign and about forty men, with

gunnaers, &ec.

9. Trinkenemale, or Trinco-enmale. Betwixh this hay and the
fort Calirauw, is the country called Bedas, which takes in a space
of a hundred and twenty miles, and is, the whole of it, a mere
forest. ‘The bay of Trineconemale is the finest in the whole island,
as the roads are very safe, and dafemied_frbm the winds by small
islands. Here is a very strong fortress, in which dwolls a econsul in
the capacity of vesident, who has under him a faetor by way of
administrator, & captain of the military, which congist of aboub
two hundred and fifty men, and several other officers. Thig place
wag, as well as DBattiealo, formerly a commandery, bub is now
coonverted (sic) into a residentship. ®

10. Coiicar is mersly an unfortified town, in which a few
Turopeans and Cingalese keep gnard, in order. to hinder any smug-

. - gling being carried on. A lieutenant has the command here.

" . 11. Batticalo is, in like manner, a strong fortification, situated
eight miles inland from the bay, and directly upon the river, whenee
it takes its name. A merchant commands here in the capaeity of
resident, aud the military, which amounts o a hundred and fifty
men, is cormanded by a lieutenant. Here the Duteh made their
first landing in 1682, {sic) and took if by storm from the Portuguese
on the 18th of March, with the assistance of Radja Singa, who at
that time was as weary of the Portuguese, as he soon after was
of the Dubch.

The unfortified towns of Patenuad, Aragone, Raddele, Colaha-
wyle de Pagodi van Trinkoli, whibher the Cingalese go upon

.- pilgrimage in great numbers, Comene, Pomene, Mandagli, Patten,

Pattane, Oskandi, Andenove, Memene, Mandegelle, Jalepat, Cate-

+ Nos. 4—7 are not given in the copy.
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nagon, Leawaica, Tra.nsalier,’Magami, Condali, Killigamna, Kolk-
galle, Anakenwelle, all along the shore, from the stream of Cerinde,
-to the river Walluwe, which latter likewise hasg its source in Adam’s
Mountain, offer nothing worthy our observation, bug high mountaing
and the Salt-pans, a3 they are callod. Between Maluwa and Tangale,
thera is a Jarge plain, thirty-two miles in circumference, where they
hunt the elephants. The places called Ajale, Halpilane, Huwacora,
Tanidar, Galuettes en Dondore, lie in a ecirele from Batticalo to
Matura, about ten or twelve miles distant from each other; and are
all so well guarded, being ab the same time provided with flags for

the purpose of making signals, that on the first dppearance of any

vessel at sea, they are all imm ediately brought under arms; and on
the least commotion in the interior part of this exbensive island,
they are it & condition ta make preparabions for defencs all over ik,
In eonsequence of tha island’s being thus encircled with forts and
out-posts, there is nothing that can escape the observabion of the
governor at Colombo; it being from bence, that the emperor is
waliched with the greatest care, and indesd is so narrowly observed

by his own subjects, that all his words and actions are minubely
reported in the governor's cabinet.

12. Mature, situate on the river Melipa, directly in the south,
is a fort built of stone, in which there is & consul in the eapacity of
resident, who at the same time is dessave, or bailiff of the eircum-
lacent country; he has a factor to assist him, and a lieutenant with
& hundred and forty men, besides necessary officers,

13. Billigam has an excellent bay, ealled the Red Bay. Tt is
merely an out-post, like the Pagode of Tanaware, and the village of
Curaca between thig place and Mature, Sixteen miles fo the West-
ward is seen the beautiful village of Coddogore, and four miles
farther on, that of Oenevatte. Hore the land bonds towards the
North, forming the bay of Punto de Gala. " All thess pests oo the
shore, and several other districts besides on thig island, are the
property of the Dutch Company, first by virtue of their confraet;
and afterwards, as the emperor Radja Sings thought proper to
infringe the freaty, hy force of arms. The Company exereises here
- all the: powers of a sovereign, erecting and destroying fortifications
when and whers they chose; laying imposts on the subject, and
levying customs, excise snd poll-taxes, and prohibiting the importa.-
tion or exportation of any article ol commerce bhey think fit ; passing
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sentence of life and death not.only on their own natural_ sul‘oj'ect's,
but- on the natives; and lastly, giving to Caesar'that which is
Caesar's, or just as much ag they think proper: and in general, t}.ley
have at present brought matters with the emperor‘ to such a pomtf,
that whonever he is under the necessity (.Jf askl_ng any favour o
them, they never grant it to him without hl‘s .hzwmg .ﬁrsb ceded tg
them some of the remaining part of his dominions.

Besides this great island, the Company has sfill on the Coast of:
Madura, to the westward of Cevlon, in a large bay to the sotlth I(q)t'
Kaypatnam, and to the north of Cape Comoryn, 8 deg. 40 mlfa.

- latitude, and likewise subject to the control of Colombo

14, Tuiocoryn, which is a large open borough, without either
gates, walls, or moat; most of the houses are of stone.. The 'Gomjf
pany has a factory there, over which presides- a aongul 1n.qua11‘ty 0
resident, who has under him a factor, a lieutenant with oighty
soldiers, and otherlr officers. It was not before the year 1658, thabj
the Company took this island, as well as that of Ramanocoyee,
Adam’s Bridge, &e. .

The town of Tutocoryn brings in a large sum fo governrpe@,,
on account of its valuable pearl-fishery, pearls _of a4 tolerable size.
_being got there, though not to be compared ‘\f’lth thoge of Ori:aus
and Bahrein, either for whiteness or polish..” Siiankos .oxr oblation-
horng, whichi are in great request among the Moors, wh.o make
rings of them, are likewise taken oubt of the wgter here in gr.ea,t_
abundance ; as likewise the famous niuscles (sic) oa‘lle& cowrios,
‘which the Tndians use as small monsy, though most of these latter
“are brought from Maladiva islands. e
| 15. Sali-pans are low lands on the strand, which are overflowed
‘twice a year by the sea ; thiz is retained by thg means of dargs a.na
-dykes, and being dried up by the heat of the sun, lproduces salb
enough for the consumption of all India. There ars some of these

salt-pans—

1. Bebtween Chilauw and Putelan : 2, between Cotigr and
* Batbicalo : 8. belween Leawawar and Waluwe,

When the Company first made themselves. mas’fiers of this.'
coast, they had only the two former in their possession, and the
latter was under the direction of the emperor's subjeats ; now they
all belong to the Dubeh, and arve, in faet, in their hands becoma‘. thez
most powérful weapons they can use against the emperor ; as neither:
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he') nor his subjects can af present have the least particle of salg
Wftllmut the permission of the Company-: for ag soon as th o
trifling suspicion arises, either of { disgant o
tlhe part of the emperor or the nati
livery of this necessary article of lifa is prohibited ; and g
accurate‘ acecount ig taken every vear, of the qua.ntitgr which n:ir:ts:
necessa}ﬂly be consumed in the interior part of the.island Is
proporfion to the result of fhig caleulation 6rders are issued fo'r thn
salt to be delivered out, in order fo prevent the emperor, or anyh de
else, from laying up a store of it against the foI[ow'ing e:ro .
longer. As it is imposgible either to make use of, orto self all’tgr'
salt.; that is produced in these salt-pans, as they alie called, wha :
mains, afber a determinate portion ig sent to the mountain’s aidri:
the Cf)mps.my’s servanbs and own subjeets, likewige a't'ter the
magazine 1s filled, and the ships that ecome to buy it up, have got

their lading, all the i is mi i
g, remainder is mixed Wlth sand, and thrown hack

ves, Immediately all sale or de-

The Corapany has several - f this ki i

at Tubocoryn. and Java, af :;ﬁfcg O;];zc(;fs ti};]lzs . o ertarly
amazing quantity of this article, and that much superior in qualit
!;‘o the produce of Ceylon: and in order o raige the price fror:g thr y
rix-dollarg the last, weighing 4,500 Ih. to fifty vix-dollars the E'astle?
3,000 lb.,. they. have prohibited the boiling, or obherwise makin Of
a.nyi salt in any way whatever, in all the coasts and places whiti:r
thair dominlions extended, e.g in Sumatra, Malaces, Amboyna, B
da, &¢. Wibh a view to enforce this prohibition, c’erta,in ?Y'.s'de;' ore
ke_pt 'to visit the coasts in every part of their dominions wibhout is :‘1"9
'nlnssmn, with orders to prevent the making of any salt there - .
it they find any works of that kind, to destroy them and r:ii e
the offenders, that they may undergo the punishmel’lt orda,ia:;e?i E;:

the laws in this case, which is fr o
coast, _ 15 transportation to some very distant

ore is likewizse an

Not contient with having erected forts all round the coasb, th
Company has likewige many fences and out-posts. in the i t’ i ;
“parh of' the island, which, since the eonelusion of the last )e'L: 91‘1‘?1‘
much increased, as the limiss of their poszessions Weie th}an‘ . 2;6
extended Such are, Alauw, the key to the thres prinei sflz? Y
the twa, th.ree and seven Corles, and ten mors places whi’;h ies,
up the way into the country, making a cireles of about 'eighﬁy nfﬂ‘f;-

an Insurreetion, or of disgush on
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The fences and oub-posts Eﬂong the coast form a civeuit of 'morga' than
® hundred and sixty miles, ‘ '
The cinnamon weods are thirty in number; all these are the

-absolute and entire property of the Company ; and ‘hesides these,

there are many more weods in the middle of the ecountry, which the
emperor orders to he barked, and is obliged fo' deliver the cinnamon
of them to the Company. ) Co
The cinndmon-ires, called by the Cihgalese curindogas, and
whieh produces the cinhamon, {in the Cingalese language curindo- )
potto), for whieh this istand is so famous, is frequently of a great

" Bize: some trees are, however, middling. The leaves bear a gread
. resemblance to a limon or laurel-lesf, in thickness and colour;

‘these latter, however, have bub one rib, but the leaves of the
cipnamon-tree three. The leaves, when they first burst forth, are
as rod ag scarlet, and smell, when rubbad bstween the fingers, more

' Jike cloves than cinnamon. This trée is very thick set with branches

and leaves, and bears a white, sweel-scented, agreeable blossom,
which is followed by a frult of the size of an olive ; thisis of &
vellow colour, and is ripe in the month of June:; but neithet in
‘simell nor taste at all resembleg the inner bark. However, the ripe

- fruit being boiled; yields a very fine oil, whieh, when eold, has bthe

appearance of tallow, and is used in medicine, as well as to burn in
“lamps ; though none of the natives dare use it for fhis labter pur-
pose but the emperor himself. ) ‘ '
This tree grows wild in woods, like other frees, and iz indeed
in no higher estimation among the Cingalese. It has a double bagh :
" the outer rind having not the least flavour, or other properties of
‘einnamon, is previously taken off with a knife ; but the inner, whish
is the real genuine cinnamon, is with a erooked pointed knife firgt
cut eircilarly, then longitudinally, and after being peeled oft, is laid
in the sunm, by whick means it becomes rolled up, and takes the
"form in which we have it in Hurope.

‘When the tree is once deprived of its bark, it never grows

_ again ; bﬁt from the fruit that is fallen off, new trees shoot up in its
-stead, whish in the space of six or eight years may be peeled agaiﬂ.

The wood of this tres gives not the least smell when burned, being

* soft- and white like our fire-wood. The inhabitants make use of it °
"'fﬁor their houses and furniture : from the root their physicians draw
“an exeellent camphov-water, nay, they even understand the method

3
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of extracting the very best camphor from it ; but this must be done
with the greatesh privacy, as it is prohibited by the Gompany under
the heaviest penalties, in order o prevent the camphor-trade in
Borneo and Sumatra from heing hurt by it.

There are three sorls of einnamon.

1. The fine, which is pesled off from the young and middle-
sized brees. :

2. The coarse, which is taken from the large old trees.

‘8. The wild, which likewise grows in Sumatra, Borneo, the
coast of Malabar, and other places, and costs but the fifth part of
what the fine sott does. The Company in the mean while it in
possession of all these places, and the finest sort grows no where
but in Ceylon ; though it must be owned, that much depends on
the management of this drug; for I have more than cnee seen
cinmamon in the possession of the Fnglish at Sumatra, thab they

have peeled off in great quantities, and whieh, in point of colour, -

taste, aud fineness, did not yield in the least to that of Ceylon. In
the bay of Tappianoli, on the western coast, they have several
Chialiasses, or einnamon-peelers, whom they. have enticed away
from Caylon, and persuaded them to enter into their service: these
men bark the young trees there in such a manner, that there is no
befter cinnamon produced in the whole world.” And in general, the
English hurt the Dutch greatly by this method of procedure ; for
though the wild cinnamon should not be quite so fine as their’s, yet
1t may very well be uged as a spice for the table, and is likewise
just as good as the other for medical purposes.

The ecinnamon is delivered out in Baharas, each of thege
weighing 744 1b., the price of the wild being ten riz-dcllars, and that
_of the fine, or genuine, filty." ‘

The men, that have learned the art of barking the cinnamon,
being brought up fo it and nothing else, are commanded by their
Malabaddes, and are called Chializsses. The time for barking the
tree commences in the -months of June and July, and sometimes
even in August: now as soon as they come out of their villages for
thig purpose, every district sends a detachment of Dutch saldiers,
‘and another composed of the natives themselves, called Lascaryne,
along with them, in order to guard the wood where they ars to
work ; and this partly on account of the roving Cingalese mountain-
oS, which sometimes fall on the barked cinnamon, and make it
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" their booty, but still more for the purpose of having an eye upon the

Chialiasses themselves, that they may not be able to conceal any of

-the cinnamon, and afterwards earry it off.

The bark that is peeled during the day, must be earried every

- gvening to the Dutch guard belongingto theit respective districts ;

there cleansed, well dried, and made up into bundles, and afferwards

_taken in elose cases to the factory, whera they are weighed, s?nd
‘yeceived by the Company as payment of the asgessment or tax im-

posed on these pecple by government. A man must be a very good

_hand indeed, that ean gather 30 1b. of cinnamon in a day; whence

it is easily caleulated, how many persons it will take to gather 10

“or 12,000,000 b, and that too of the best ; for what is brought in, is

looked over before it is weighed, and the refuse of it burned.

The best and finest cinnamon is brought from Nigombo, A%
the time for gathering this drug, the Company are obliged to draw
out & cordon of seventy-two miles in eircurnference; and as there
are a great many of these corps de garde, it follows, that the Com--
pany mush pay & great many Duropeans, as well as Qinga.lesa. As
soon as the cinnamon is weighed at the factory, if is divided into
bales of 100 1b.. each, packed up very close, and rolled up in a

" Gongi, or strong packing cloth woven for the purpose, instead of

which they [ormerly used sows—or buifaloes—hides. The fine and
whole einnamon may be known from the coarse and broken, af
first sight, and without opening the bale; the former bales bein_g
miuch smaller and more curiously packed, while the coarse is
covered only with mats, though by ne means in a slovenly or

~unhandsome manner,

These cinnamon-barkers are under the command of a captain,

~ called a Malabadde, and are distributed into four different classes, -

Chialiasses, Coelis, Lingcaryns, and Thandarias ; all these have their

" paxrticular villages appointed for them, where they are to live;

though there is yet another sort, called Rani- Chialiasses, or single

" barkers; these originate from the genuine Chialiasses, buf are

digpersed all over the island. Under-the captain are five vida.n.s, or
lisutenants, and under these again, sixbean grand officers, or ensigns,
and thirty-four petty officers, called Durias.. The business of these
ig, exclusively of their ordinary duty, to keep an exact register of
the number of persons to be assessed (Tombes), as every chialias is
bound to vay & poll-tax and other agsessments o the company : the
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poll-fax (deccum) is lovied upon them according to their respective
strength of body and their aga, rising from three stivers for eleven
years of age, to a rix-dollar for forby, and from this age falling
gradually fo one sbtiver. These imposts, as well as all the others,
musk.-be paid with cinnamon, or else with the value of thaf cinna-
mon in money. ' o _
All the Chialiasses must be ready at all times to work at the
governot’s command, for on him it depends how mueh is to be
barked and delivered in; and this again depends on the demand for

it froms Furope. When the cinnamon-tree is not in blossom, itig' .
very easy bo-strip it of its bark; bub in the lowering season, this -

latter adheres strongly fo the tree, and is not easily taken off,

Not only all kind of commerce in thig atbicle, excepting the

delivery of it to the Company, iz prohibited on pain of death, hut

also all distillation or expression of itg oil; and in consequence of

this prohibition, whenever any stills or other instruments for these
purposes are found, nobt on!y the owners of them are strictly
punished, but all their works entirely destroyed.

Exclusively of cigpamon, the Dutch have several luerative
articles of commerce in their OWh entire possession ; a8,

1. Areek;, 2. the pearl fishery, 3. the elephants, 4. tha five
manufactories for dying red, at Jaftanapatnam, and other kinds of
matiufactories. Besides all these, the net income arising to dovern-
ment from stamped paper; from a tenth on the sale of all fixtures:
from certain duties farmed out; from the. monies paid for passes
taken out by every Moor and other merchant: dwelling: on the
island, which is still move increasged by the continual passing to and
from Manaar, is considerable. The customs likewise produce a

large revenue, as sll the rice brought in by the Moors pays five per -
cent. and all other commodities imported by them, ten. All com-

modilies brought into the {sland must be paid for with the produce
of the country; and great care is taken, that no cash is carried out
by the Moors, or other traders: on the othar hand, the merchants
exclusively of aregk, elephants, and other commodities of the -

country, which they contract for, must pay for every thing they .
want, with speoie, a regulation which certainly is not 1 little in -

tavour of the Company.

{The following i the lebber-press on the title page of the wor:k.

af John . Christopher Wolf to which the above article s .a
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supplement :--The Life and Adveniures of John Christopher Wolf,

" late Principal Secretary of State at Jaffanapatnam, in Ceylon; to-

gether with a Description of that Island, Its Natural Productions,
and the Manners and Customs of its Inhabitants. Translated from
the Original German. To the whole is added a shorf, but ecompre-
hensive: Description of the same Island by Mr. Eschelskroon.
London, Printed for C. G. J. and J. Robinson, in Pater-Noster-Row.‘
MDOCLXXXV. :

The translator of Wolf's article eoncludes as follows :—

“ As the author; willing to advance as little as possible on any

-subiect, to which he was not an eye-witness, has confined his

remarks chiefly to the province of Jaffanapatnam, the? place .of-his
vesidence, the translator has endeavoured to supply this deficiency,

by inser‘ting at the end of these sheets, a Descreplion of the Island
"of Ceylon, written last year in the German language, by M. Hschel-

gkroon ; ‘a gentleman who has lately visited that quarter c.)f. the
globe, and glained greab applause from the learnad on th? conbinent,
by the accurate accounts he has given of Sumatra, This of Ceylon
seems to be in some measure an abridgement of the celebrated
Valentyn's deseription of the island, butb is ﬁnriched with many new
and curious arbicles, so as to form, with the preceding Wprk, a
bolerably complete treatise on the subject.”—En. D.B.U. Journal.i

—rree A PR T YR
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A ZILVER BRUILOFT (SILVER WEDDING)
) OF OLDEN TIMES
By A, N. Wrinmax,

In these prosaic days when the members of our community
celebrate their Silver Weddings by a formal “ At Home " a$ the
Public Hall or some such place, if they are able to afford i, or in
the case of those not over-burdened with cash, by a family reunion
af their homas, the tollowing account, by our iIIustl_‘ious coun'tlry-
man (of whom we are so justly proud), of a Silver Wedding in the
good old days, ought to be found interesting by the readers of the
D.B.U. Journal, and in faet, should not be without interesk to every
member of the Dutch Burgher Community, '

Thers would he something peculiarly appropriate in the
publication of similar articles from the brilliant pen of Lorenz from
time to time in this jottenal, particularly just now, when we have
80 recenbly celehrated the Lorenz Contenary, and memories of our
distinguished countryman have been revived.

C. A. Lovenz has been aplly degcribed as the Dickens of
Ceylon, and his geniality and versatility are more than evident in
those delightful sketches of days gone by, It was in the ezercise of
social virfues that Charles Loreng was -ever ab his best, and the
gift he had of porfraying in these inimitable pen and ink sketches
tke idiosyncrasies and peculiarities of the various characters de-
~ picted in them should provide a fund of enjoyment to every reader.

The subjects of his burlesques most often enjoyed them most, we -

are told, and bore him no malice at all, because he never said
anything with a sting in it, or caleulated to give pain. He has
- been truly described as “a man good, generous, joyful and true,
with charity towards all and malice fowards none.”

In vividness, beauty and effect, the description of the time-
honoured custom of celebrating a Silver Wedding, more espsecially .
a Silver Wedding of the good old days, is most fageinating,

It conjures up pictures of the lives our ancestors lived in the .
Pettah, the *“ Qude stad,” or old city, which was the residential
axea of the Duteh Burghers in those days. A very different Pebtah
no doubt to what it ig now, when the heat and dust and noigy
erowds give it an unsavoury’ reputation. Gone are the pratty

. gables and all.
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" Qleander and the shady - Sooriya  trees, no longer are the wide
- verandahs alive with Burghers and their numerous little ones, the

gounds of song and musie and merry laughter are to be heard no
more. At the happy period to which I refer the picturesque. had

not vet given way to the practical, and the Pettah still consisfied of

s number of shady streets with rows of typical.Dubch Houses,

To return fo the Silver Wedding as deseribed by Lorenz,
with visions of musical expeditions on moonlight nights, casements

.- gently opening, glances of bright eyes, and on the other hand irate

old papas; reminiscen-es of fiddles scraping -and taarpboumpes
thumping ; of pastétles and ginger beer, sandwiches and cong?a-
tulations. We dream of the days that are gone, and recall sfories
of those times, felahed to us when we were vet ¢hildren.

Though those who have faken part in all tk_lis innocent fun.
have gone whera no earthly serenades ean ever disturb them, we
feel happy in these recollestions which never brought sorrow or

" remorse for any evil done, but are purely recollections of innocent

amusements when youthful gpirits were ‘high and sorrow ua-

~ dreamt of.

There is something tndefinable in the memories of past .j(.Jys
never to be realized in our experience, of social eustoms prevailing
afi a time when life was hedged in within stricter limits of com:an—
tional propriety than those which prevail in our go-ashead modern
times, of usages which the rising generation would regard as old

“and absurd, but which nevertheless were based on juster views of

human nature, and a more correct estimabe of the duties connected
with the varied relationships of life,

As we east our minds back, in reading this sketch, on“days
that are past, do we not, somehow, feel with Wordsworth‘ ‘ thz?t
there hath passed away a glory from this earth™? T,th this
suggestion I cannot do better than leave you with Porenz ;| &cqou_n.lb
of “How Uncle Arnoldus spent the 25th Anniversary. of his
Wedding Day,” which it will be agreed is a brilliant piece lef word
painting, and which I might add hag been extracted from You.ng
IGeylou”, a periodical which ran for a couple of 'Years commeneing
from February, 1850, with Frederick Nell as Editor.
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‘Now my u.ncle Arnoldus was not stpposeéd 'to kiow anything ‘about the
statfe_ of . public feeling in regard to the expected Anniversary, His be-
haviour abroad was as correct and regular as ever, -and Mrs. Har;sman mp
respected Aunt, sat daily at the window hemming her haudkerchief, oi
,mai_'tlng.,hef' purqh‘ases,'as if nothing was about to happen. It is true s’
f:larmg_mdlvldual once, some three weeks before the tefri.ble daj; mad:r::
Impertinent remark about a certain silver bruiloft'sfeest which wa;.ex acted
to come off shortly ; but my Uncle Arnoldus, with beéoming go.od hup
smiled and pretended to believe the intelligence, ‘ et

My Uncle’s personal appearance was ‘impcasing, and this combinéd with
the Circumstance that he was 25 years married, rendered him an Iimpo‘rtz'mt
personage at that time. He had a double chin, grey whiskdrs and was on
the who}e a man whom an impartial physiognomist would decla:re incapable
?f standing. any nonsense. The great pecuoliarity in my Uncla's dress was
in the eyes of the rising generation, his shirt-collar, which consisted of ‘
parelle[ogram on sither side of his face, one of the a;gles whereof reacheg
the nostril and the other concealed itself behind the tip of the ear; leavin:
the.nape of the neck to shift for itself. His cravat was of unim ’eachablg
whiteness and bis waistcoat of unquestionable regularity. Pl °

. We will not speak of tortoiseshell spectacle and gold seals,
pin, the . presence of which might be caleulated upon where‘;e
went, with the same certainty with which some people speak of
through lifs of meeting with the corpse of an Ass,

and a sﬁirt-
r my Uncle
our inability

My Uncle one evening laid down his pip .

1 pipe and addressed Mrs.
my_respfacted Aunt; “ Mentjis,” said he, as if he—the sly. old fell
not that' Thursday next was the ' rUAry—* hos yé
are we?"

Hansman,
. ow—knew
5th of Eebruary——“how many yeéars married

“Who we?" euquirea tha innoceﬁt ol¢ ‘as If sh A
Vho : ‘ old lady, as if she had not for the
precedlqg six months had the 5th of Februavy topmost in her mind.

“Yes, we” said my Uncle,
and, in the fulness of his he
carefully through his whiskers,

pretending to believe. my Aunt’s ihnor:ence-
art, passing his fingefs two or three times

b Mi{fAunt calculated ti.me not by dates, but by reference to certain évents
in her life, by means gf which successive additions were made to the Hansman
l‘pedxg‘ree; or as my Uncle would facetioiisly term it, successive olive twigs
“Why,” said my Aunt, © Jar i ; .
: sid | s nes (meaning the fir i
is cweaty T s T ne I3 rst twig that blessomed)

“Hem,"—my Uncle. Arnoldus ' fenliia o
: ] coughed, *M " g K
- Arnoldus, “give us a tune,” ¢ eniiie” sald. my Uncle

My Aunt, who at any other time would have strenuously denlm—rred :to

_ t.he proposition, t.an'gag:eld das'she was deep in the hole of one of my Uncle’s
- socks, rose, and sitting at an antiquated Clementi, played “The Copenkiage
Waltz, with Variations,” e B .Pf-‘n e
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Then, in-the neighbourhood, just about the same time, certain indi-

" viduals most unaccountably {so my Aunt remarked) took it into their heads

to meet together and practise three {unes secretly; that is to say, in such a
manner as that their infentions and their preparations should not be known
abroad, an object which inasmuch as they were frequently seen in the

- -neighbourhood” with certain musical instruments in their hands or peeping

out of their pockets, and further inasmuch as Music consists of sounds which
in order to be appreciated should be heard, was found difficult to be attained.
However they continued to practise the three tunes for three or four suc-
cessive evenings, flattering themselves that no one knew of it, But we knew
of it, and Unele Arnoldus and my Aunt Mentjie also knew of it, but of course
we all pretended to be innocent. How clever we were! '

- There was a first fiddle and a second fiddle. One of them wore
spectacles, and the other wore a red wig; but the Red Wig was
the cleverer of the two and never looked into his book, but always
played seconds off-hands. Then again the first fiddle was a most
unfortunate being, whose catgut broke oftener than was consistent with the
idea of an accomplished musician; and the red wig with horrible coolness
always produced from his waist-coat pocket a spare bit of catgut just to suit
the necessities of the moment. Then there was the treble Flute and the
tenor Flute, The former always insisted that a little brandy and water was
‘petter than oil to wet his instrument with, and never missed an opportunity
as a preliminary step, whenever a naw tune was to be played, of mixing a

" grog for “selfand partner”—that is, for himself and his instrument. The

tenor flute, that is the instrument itseif, was a very long flute, with holesat a
great distance from each other:and the performer was ever anxious to
impress upon the miads of the public that he was a clever fellow in being
able to play it, and He stretched his fingers as wide as nature would atlow,

“and raising the flute to his lips, would try to convince his hearers that

without him the Band would be worthless, Then there was a Clariouet,
which did not always play, but as a general rule stopped to beat time at a
difficult passage, and when the difficult passage was got over, began at a
wrong bar. But that was nothing in our eves, because he had a grown up
son, who told us that his father was the best Cfarnet-player in the whole

" Island Sione, “ not because he is my father, but I d'shure” &e. The next
“was the Basshorn, the wonder of us all: but the basshorn never joined,
because he was sure of his part, and possessed the confidence of the public in

that respect. So the basshorn was allowed to stand in a corner: and it
always stood in a corner so temptingly, with its mouthpiece staring point-

_blank at us, that a little urchin one night guietly stept up to it and whilst the

Serenaders were at the 4th bar of the * Garb of old Gaul,” placed his mouth
to the instrument and —but there issusd such a bray out of it, that the
musicians simultansously stopped, and stared round : so that the little fellow

“was obliged instantly to sneak out of the room in a most ignominious

manner.” And last and not the least was. John the Rider, a professional
Tambourine hired for the occasion: all the others who practised there being
amateurs, or as a wrongheaded friend of ours termed them, musicians on
their own bottom :—John the Rider, the mwn with the turned-up nose—a

4
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nose so inveterate in its upward tendency as to lead people to suppose him
the greatest sneerer living. If you meet him in the Fort, vou will find him
sneering either at the Library clock, or at Sir Edward Barnes’ Statue, or at
'M;. Daniel’s sign board. If you see him at the Pettah you will find him
sneering at the inscription * Blessed are the dead ” in the Burial Ground, If
he attends an auction the witty Auctioneer will be disturbed by the most
unmerciful sneer ever seen on a human face, At Church he sneers at the
Minister, at home he sneers at his dinner—at court he sneers at the Judge,
the jury and every individual member of the Bar in succession ; and when
asked to give an opinion on a horse, he leaves a most unfavourable opinion
of the animal on the mind of his customer, by sneering at the beast as if he
were the veriest hack in existence, At the first *‘ practice,” John the Rider
sneered the “ Red Wig” out of the third bar of the “ Garb of old Gaul” into

the fifth bar of “ Haste to the wedding,” and led the Clarionet-player to. .

suppose that John thought him a big Humbug. At the second concert, the
tenor flute having a plug in a disordered condition, John volunteered to set
it aright, but only sneered at it for a long time, turning it round and round
so that every side of it received a full share of the sneer. At the third and
last mesting John left a couviction on the minds of all the performers that he
thought the whole proceeding a great farce, and the first Fiddle actually
conducted the Basshorn player out to the verandah and looking at him over
his spectacles seriously suggested to him his fears that John the Rider was
playing a deep game. '

Then came the day—the 4th of February—the Anniversary eve. The
musicians were assembled in their practice room at g o’clock, all dressed in
white, with silver cockades on their hats. There was a packet of brown
paper taken carefully out of the Tenor flutes pocket, and amidst sundry
whispers and mysterious looks it was laid on the table. The two violins had
silver ribands tied round their necks, The Lasshorn had a silver streamer
dangling from its crook. And John the Rider had the rim of his tambourine
silvered over, Mr, Jacobsz was there too with a square piece of network
fixed on a long pole, whereon were painted a crown and two doves billing ;
with the initiais of my uncle and aunt in gay flourishes, and the duration of
their married life inscribed in Roman numerals. The first Fiddle was
barely ready for action ; and the Red Wig with his wonted coolness produced
a piece of resin and laid it on the table ; which reminded the first Fiddle that
he had forgotten to bring his own resin. The first flute had forgotten all
about the silver, but made up for it by administering a stronger grog of
Brandy than wsual to his instrument. The musicians then sat down and
opened their books; (of course the Red Wig scorned to open his and
volunteered to play by heart). The Clarionet player introduced his middle
finger into the cap of the Clarionet, and rapped the table with it; the two
Fiddlesticks were brandished in the air, the Basshorn slowly rose to the lovel
of the performer’s mouth, the two flutists adjusted their embouchures, and
as the Clarionet player jerked his instrument forward and applied its reed to
his lips, a string of the first fiddle snapped. A detay of some minutes took
place, John the Rider sneered full at the face of his tambourine, Then the
Olarionet player again rapped the table; and jerked his: instrument forward:
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The Garb of old Gau! was excellent; but the Red Wig requested the
tenor flute to widen his embouchure a little. -
-' Haste to the Wedding was first-rate, only John the Rider had grown a
a little too violent on the Tambourine,.

- Napolean's Grand March, with a solo on the tenor flute, was highly
exciting and was intended to revive recollections of Jena, Austerlitz and
Marengo in the hearts of all the l_)y—standers.

God save the Queen needed not a practice, but with-the assistance. o‘f the
Basshorn who was a great hand at the grace notes, would come with a
Stunning effect after the recollection of the engagements just spoken of,

So it was arranged :—and when the practice was over and _all mis_givings
as to John the Rider’s good faith had been removed by ‘his holdmg_ Fhe
Tambourine ‘over the lamp to improve its tone, and by respectfully retiring
to a corner to adjust his shirt collar and set his mind at r_est as to the
appearance of various other portion_s of his dress; the COClarionet pla_yer.
solemnly rapped on the table and the musicians armed themselves for action.

It was John's opinion that the gentlemen looked grand in their siiver
wedding costume, and he was about to speculate as to the appearaq:ce of
musicians at a golden-wedding, and to mourn over the degeneracy ?f the
times which could not boast of an occurrence of the latter kind ; _whe:n it was
proposed that they should séert. John sneered at his Tambourine, and
placing it under his arm followed,

The moon was shiniog in all her silvery loveliness as if in comp}iment
to the occasion—Joha thought so, but was too respectful to suggest any
remark to that effect, but merely contended himself with sneering at the
innocent satellite. ) }

They approached my uncle’s house., Of course the doors were closed
against all night intruders—of course he was asleep, am.i my aunt was. also
asleep; and of course they would take it amiss to be dlStl{l‘bed at this late
hour of the night. But come what may, they stealthily crept up the
Verandah,

» * . ® } * #

John the Rider’s shoe creaked ; and a general Hush!1” proceeded_ from
the company, and the unfortunate criminal instantly felt the nef:essny of
preventing a similar breach of the peace by drawing off the rgbelllous shoe
and depositing it in his pocket. o .

The family should not be disturbed, ‘Wake them only with music, with
soft music at the midnight hour. They are all asieel?,—(But we l.mevl.v better
.-‘-—how clever we were,) The performer on the Glarloqet hevld his w?.tch t.ol
the end of his lizghted sheroot, and turning round enguired _m a ‘whlsper if
e{rérything was in order. The first Fiddle attempted to satu?fs_r hlmself tha?tl
his instument was, and in a moment of unpar‘dona})}e obl;vwn place.d his-

© leg ngalnst the port, and erecting the instrument on ‘hls kaee, sounFled his A.
This proceeding was, in the opinion of the Clarionst player, enough to.
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damage the harmony of the whole evening ; and a unanimous vote of censure
arose in a buzz from the company. The Red Wig, thé cool old fellow,
scornfully snatched his instrument from the criminal, and delivered his own
perfect Fiddle to him : which was, we thought, unquestionable evidenice of
the Red Wig's ability to play on a Fiddle with one string loose; a fact which
the Bass-horn afterwards remarked was only two fiddle strings removed
from Pagmini. :

All right again ¥—enquired the Clarionet,

All right, proclaimed the silence of the company.

He stepped forward, Jerking his Clarionet, and as my Uncle’s Dutch -

Clock from within proclaimed the awful moment, he began “ The Garb of
- Old Gaut.” - :
It was delicious music ! :
Then opened, on various sides, as if at a magic touch, the doors of the
neighbouring houses—then stept forth into the silvery moonlight my Unéle's
old friends, lean gentlemen and fat ladies, fat gentlemen and lean ladies,
handsome young tadies.in white dresses, with gay ribbands floating on the
midnight breeze; grandmammas in lunar combs and. high-heeled slippers ;
with little maidservants behind, carrying beetle boxes: young men in red
caps, blue caps, Glengarry caps and Turkish caps, fliegers and monkey,
jackets; tittle children with crackers and bluelights, screaming witk joy at.
the arrival of the long-expected moments ;—And one good old friend shook
hands with another good old friend ; and old ladies began to kiss each other
in the streets and there were witty old fellows with their jokes among the
ladies: And one young mdn ran up to one young tady’; and another young
lady had her bouguet rudely handled by another young man; and a third
left father and mother and clave to her sweetheart: and hearts went pit-a-
pat alt round.

The Garb of old Gaul swelled in ani‘mation, and the company were fast
gathering round the musicians, whose silver trappings glistened in gay
rivalry with the bluelights held around them. Then the doors were thrown
open : and in the blaze of the lights without and the lights within—for the.
house was lighted as if for a ball—stood my respected Unecle and his beloved
Wife, in full dress. :

My Unbcle bowed; and my Aunt, tho' a wife of 25 years’ standing,
blushed, : -

It struck us, in our youthful inneeence, that the musicians stood like
criminals, playing for nothing, when they ought to have thrown their
instruments into the streats and jumped forward to congratulate the happy
pair: for they stood with downecast eyes, mosionless and serious, deep in the
concluding crash of the old Scoteh march, . .

It sbuck us, in our youthfui modesty, that after the bow and the blush
were quite over,-the brother of my Father stood quite awkward; and his
beloved wife looked as if she wanted something to do: either to compliment
the musicians, or to receive some friendly congratulator into her arms,

Why, thought T, did not the Red Wig arrange that the Gurd should be
over at the nick of time | :
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But, thank cur stars, it is now over ; and they are rushing ‘in H litereflly
rushing; lean gentlemen and fat ladies, fat gentlem:en and lean ladies,
young ladies and young men, and little children screammlg. .

Ja folga muitow-Ja folgn muito—Give you joy, give joy, respectad

. friends—give you joy, good old pair: {give you joy, old R.ed Wig, fo; your
. éwner is iooking for you on the floor—give joy, John the. lel?_r——-r'nay e‘;ou
may not sneer & minute longef, with your poor nose buried déep in Mr, Van

Blinker's stomach.) Silver Bruiloft—Wauarde Vrienden—Five and twenty
vears—Many happy returns—Twenty-five years more—God preserve you

. " all—healsh, wealth and prosperity—Thank you my dear—God bless you,

old chap—Deos de inde vinte cz‘nconannos_qutéiles—Ginger-Beel‘—Music .

—-music]! . . o
My Aunt was receiving the company profusely into her arms: all t g

old ladies kissed her-—all the young ladies kissed her-~many an ol

- gentleman kissed her—my Uncle kissed the young la_d?es—and the old
- ladies—and some of his old friends too; and old friends wuﬁped tears from

their eyes, and then kissed my Uncle again,
Pastélles—Pastélles— Ginger Beer, Musie, ) .
The Red Wig was picked up—John the Rider could still sneer at his

" Tambourine: The Clarionet-playor jerked his instrument: and in the din

of haste to the Wedding, they walked in.
The order of the procession was as follows:
' Mr. Jacobsz, bearing the standard. :

. A host of little children gazing at Some servants and more children

-the standard, . admiring the standard,

" An Appoo with a plate of Pastélles, who got into the procession by .mistake.

Some more children.
My RESPECTED UNCLE and His BELOVED WIFH.
. James, the oldest Twig,-
Elizabeth, (the second Twig) and her hushand,
Some more Twigs,
Their families.

L THE BAND. ’
One fat gentleman and three lean I Thﬁealean gent]_emen and one fat
ady.

Ladies
- Two old ladies, _
OUR HUMBLE SELF,

aid vant, bearing a heetle Another -maid sarvant. bearing
Ol;)?:;:?rnsa?;ented. # another beetle box, plain.

Some Ayahs; bearing children in arms,
c ]
4]

cl | u . . ‘ ‘

' 1 ( - ' tleman, one young
One young lady, one young gentle Cne young gen ,
. maB;r ina glen’garr'y cap. ; Lady in a ¢rimson shawl,

- g
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. Some more children,
ome more young 1 looki
cking B0
gentlemen 1 sentimental } m]eadrjr:;re youre
-Bome more young people in irregular numbers,

Some servants,
: Some street boys
M I SB1V: '
¥ Ung]e ] Manelva?ts. ! My Auat’s Maidservants -
The.common people. '

My Uncle said he felt ten years younger: my Aunt was never so
::ig:f(ﬁ‘e}: ..shte had accomplished the fifteenth variation of the (‘op.enha%:e}x’x’
ristening of her seventh twig. The ‘
on the _si__de board and the pasté]le—trags: andrath:vagsir?g::—sg::?‘t; inISIaught
off their corks like musketry, " Rottlos shot
H%sts to the wedding—Haste to the silver wedding, they should h
called it ; they were playing it with ail the animation wh,ich friendshi "'V;'
re‘spect towards my Uncle equld inspire ; when som’eone whispered lsf’ofnn
t.hmg, and some one elss whispered something else ; and so it went rou 3“
tllI: th.e company fell back as if it were by universal consent, and m Uunl .
and his beloved wife alone were sta:iding in the eentre of,the r- d nl\?fe
U.ncle advan_cad to my Aunt to say something, when Mr. Jacobsg 0;3:37;1 g
with something in bis hand ; and Mrs. Elizabeth also advanced, and ;wfet;
gentl?man‘ came forward plunging his hand into his pockot ; ;nd on ?d

lady likewise stepped forth, unfolding her handkerehief. Whi:}h i1 9_ y
something heavy: and then the music stopped, , contalnied

Mr. Jacobsz had on his s I
. pectacles, and dr : ‘ .
pocket unfolded it carefully, and read : ! _ awing a paper out of his

All the rest of the i
and listened :— compalny formed & ring round my Unele and Aunt,

Mr, Jacobsz read out his speech, which contained a congratulation, that '

it should have'pleased Heaven to preserve their joint lives till the present

day, on which they enter iato the 25th anniversary of their wedding dey
that it was flattering to their friends and felatives to observe, that thf hyd,
so far deserved ‘(bhe words so far came like distant thull'ldel‘ frorr{ N?r '
Jacobsz, who turned and looked round as he rolted them out into existenc ).
$0 Jfar deserved th_e favor of Heaven, as to have lived a quarter of a cehﬁu:
in pezace, prosperlty and conténtment. Blest (said Mr. Jacobsz solemnly
turn{ng round and pointing to my Uncle’s descendan'ts}, Biest Wit,h ood n);
ube'dlenh children ; surrounded, (said Mr, Jucobsz, waving his hari;d to at;:
ladies and gentlemen, thé band and the children, and towing for him elf?
sm-r.ounded by so many dear friends, who would sympathise with a h:
family like my.Unc]e's, and who smiled when he smiled, and wept whenpgy
y\rept.; possesslng the confidence of hig superiors, and respected b h'B
inferiors ; what more could his friends who had come to him this ni }irt "
suc.h a touching occasion do but wish him joy, health, wealth an?i ;On.
periby, .?‘hu:s far (said Mr. Jacobsz, abso!uteiy stoppin,g to look arp 05(;
and see th? Impression of the two words on the company} ‘Thus far (:;ltlln ’
would go_m their sympathy : but if it were allowed them to goa ]ittel‘:
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) furthor, to hope to an extent, great "twas true, but yet pardonable when

feelings of friendship prompted the wish, they would hope, they. would pray,’

.'(Mr. Jacobsz’s voice trembled and he solemnly turned up his eyes to the

globslamps over his head), ‘pray’ (said he—fervently) ‘that their lives
might be spared for another period of twenty-five years, when what was
gilver now would be turned into gold, and what was joy now would then be

. serapbic: transport. Accept then, my friends’, said Mr. Jacobsz, folding his

paper carefully, and drawing out from his pocket a chain and medal—{there
was a general drawing forth of medals and chains and jewellery all round}
*agcept then, these tokens of our warmest love to you both, and take, with
them; our sincerest wishes for the health and welfare of Mr, and Mrs,
Arnoldus Hansman and their beloved family.’

Mr. Jacobsz drew off his spectacles, bowed low, and advancing, dropt
the chain round my Uncle’s neck, and shook hands with both of them.

. Mrs, Elizabeth stepped forward and pinned a diamond broach to my Aunt’s

stomacher, and kissed her Father and Mother. The Red Wig hopped
forward and introduced another chain and medal over my Aunt’s neek,
Mrs, Van Blinker took hold of my Unecle’s right hand and selecting his third
finger inserted it into & ruby ring, and kissed Mrs, Hansman’s ; &e., &o, &o.
But as & general rule, my Uncle got the best part of the jewels, and my
Aunt the best part of the kisses. Then my Uncle took the hand of my
Aunt, and he bowed and she curtsied: and my uncle said that after the fine
things that had been said of him, he knew not how to express his thanks to
his kind friends and relsiives who had so agreeably distufbed them that
night; {we knew better). He could, without fear ot sontradiction from his
beloved partaer, say that if it was possible for a married man at any time
_to feel greater happiness thau the happiness hefeels on the day of his
marriage ; it was the happiness of meeting his old friends and his family on
his silver wedding day; and that although it might be extravagant, in the

" face of his wrinkles and his grey hairs, to hops that they could live to see

their 50th auniversary, vetif it were so ordained, then would his pext
sarnest wish be that all those, who had so agreeably surprised bim this
.evening, would live to surprise him again on that evening.’ )

* Then came Napoleon’s Grand March, with recollections of Jena,
Marengo and Austerlitz; and another scramble at the side-hoard. And,
‘with the reader’s permission, we shall for the present leave the Happy
Company, drinking the health of the Bride and Bridegroom with three
times three and nine times nins,  with ocoasional assurances from the
younger part of the company, that they would not leave my respected Uncle
and his beloved wife till morning, “Till Daylight did appear.” '

e LI AT DR e
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A GLIMPSE AT SOME INDIAN PEOPLES

By J. A, PouLIER, (Jor) .

_ Midway between the Land of the Pharachs on the West
Egypt, enshrining within the depths of her bosom the wonders of a
mighty past, and on the Hast China, guarding with jealous care a
civilization and a culbure wonderful and strange as old, lies a land
in a semse more marvellous than any of these—Hindusthan—a
land that has for years cherished with motherly devotion'that
faculty embedded in the human breast which enables man to rige
above the hardness of Nature's grim laws, and be cooled. and re-
freshed by the balm of divine bliss —Religion.” India has hsen, is,
and shall be a land of spiritual thirst, and already shows signs of
being resolved ever more than before to feed the ﬂa,me of Spmtua.l
knowledge which in many another land flickers by reason of the
winds: of Beepticism, Malice and Pride.

Tt will doubtless be a digression to ging the praises of the

thousands of her saints, devotees, and mystics, who, sacrificing

home, friends, and riches, chose to tread the paths of prayer
and meditation in solitude; of Prince Sidharttha, who, abai-
doning the pleasures of palace and chase, turning away with

deep sorrow from father, spouse, and infant son, sold himself to -

the tagk of discovering a way of release from the dread chain of
Karma—a way, a *' marga,” not to be the prerogative of Brahmin
or Kehatrl, bub the solace of both king and peasaut, vea, the salva-

tlon also ot the millions of depressed outcastes wallowing in the B

swamps of superstition and demonolabry.

Let us proceed to cabch just a glimpss of those whose ancestors

have made Hindusthan what sheis. India, as has often been said,
is. nob a land of one race, but a little continent nourishing as her
song representatives of every type of mankind—Aryan, Semitic,
Mongolian, Dravidian, Negroid, and Australoid. For countless
ages India has thrown her doors opén to all peoples. ‘Many have
come, numbers have made India their home, some have bean
gratetul to her hospitaliby, others have not, All these have contri-
bubed something soecial, political, or religious for the building up of
the Modern Hindusthan.

* Tndia has been described as a “land of contrasts.” Stretehing
trom the palmy shores of Comorin over the grassy plateau of the
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Deccan, - then the sandy barren Thar, it rises through the lofty

- heights of beaubiful Kashmir to ‘the austere Hlmalayas crowned
with. celestial, sparkhng white, and ﬁmlly loges itself m the

bosom of mighty Asia. .
Like country, like people; for while one often meefs with in-

~ tellects towering aloft upon the highest pinnacles of human wisdom
~and understanding, he also hears the din of many asavage orchestira
* -that brings into his startled mind grim visions of the head- hunters

" of Borneo or. the cannibals of darkest Africa. And it is with some

of those belonging to the latber thab we shall hegin-—those in the

© rear of the army that is marching towards the goal of Progress in’

Hindusthan. These are the aborigines of the land, the ortgma.l

- possessors whom the invaders dispossessed.,

Of these aborigines extant we shall now proceed to consider
some of the most important —the Yanadis and the Kader Forest men
of the South, the Villis, the Todas of the Nilgiris, the Bhilg, ard
some others in the forests of the Southern Ganjam in the Ooriya
Country, Many of these tribes live in deep jungle, the inaccessi-

. bility of which is perhaps the prineipal cauge that has led fo these
~ people being for so many years out of the reach. of the ecivilizing
- influences around them..

The Yanadis and the Kader Forest men ara dlstlnctiy Negroid
1in their features—woolly hair, prominent cheelk hones, thick pro-

_ truding lips, unusually broad noses. The Kader Forest men, as the
 name implies, are a. tribe of jungle folk rather similar in customs

and behaviour to the Veddahs of Ceylom, although the latter ave
usually classed by ethnologists among the Australoids,

The ¥illig, unlike the Yanadis, have little of the Negro aboub
their personal appearance. When T happened to see some of them

= 1 thought they reminded ms very muech of photographs I had seen

‘of Tagmanian and Australian natives. The hair though inelined to
be very curly is-free of that spring-like appearance characteristic of

. that of the Negro. The Villis however present a very sharp con-

trast, both in colonr and featiires, to the Tamils amongst whom they
live. . Unlike the latter their skins are of a deep black eolour gene-
‘rally, so very different from the dark brown of the South Indian
cooly. Their features too betray them.

They live in liftle colonies into which they do nob as a rule
'_a‘dmib strangers, They wear but little clothing, though of recent
; . 5 ‘
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years the women are inclined to affect the " sari " of their Hinda
sistere. The Villis have almast completely come under Brahmin
influence, and a friend of mine gave me thé interesting information
when ftalking about these people, that since they have hegun
rendering services to the priestly caste, Lhey inbibe the prejudices of
their masters very readily, for Villis have often been heard boasting

that they will not so mueh as toueh a morsel from a Christian’s
house, : '

Bver heholding, evef drinking in the eharms of the lovely

Nilgiris, the blue tops of the mountains, the grassy slopes, the
forested valleys, lulled by the ceaseloss flow of many a mountain
stream, live the Todas-—good natured, humble, simple-hearted * No

national literature, no history of a past glory, but thankful for the’

‘good gifts of beauty and romance that Omnipotence has endowed
their country with, : :

Possessing a higher standard of life than many othér Abori-

gines of the land, the Toda adapbs himself to, instead of shrinking -
away from, the beautiful in life and thought that God sends him

through others. The Toda is an animish ; he believes in and fears
the spirits of the strears, of the mountain, and of the Veautilul
trees, and to these ha offers buffaloes in sacrifice, that his ahode
might be blessed and the life of his people spared. Family relation-
ship the Toda believes in, and is more sensitive to the need for
clothing than other Aborigines, wrapping himself in long white

pieces of rough, coarse cloth with broad stripes of dark hue running
4.CTOSS, ‘ :

Like the Swiss herdsmen the Todag graze their beasts on the
steep mountain slopes, some near the foob of the valley, others higher
up, and they signal to each other by uttering a long shrill “ hoo "
which resounding amidst the hills, is heard for miles, The Todas
have 4 language of their own, but no seript, Of recent years, how-
ever, they have the Holy Seri btures presented to them in their own
language, but writben in Tamil letters, - : '

The Bhils of the North are known for their archery. Living.
in rude huts, men of excellent physique, they are dark brown in
complexion, rather different from the Aborigines of the south.

Thera are many more aboriginal tribes scabtered in different
parts of the conntry. Tn Assain and the other parts of North India
‘one often meets these tribes, Many are in the dawn of civiliza-
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tién, while others continue in their own semi-ape fashion, caring

little for friend or foe. Sometimes, however, their religious zeal

‘leads them into serious trouble with the Goverm'rnent, an_d they find
" themselves in a very awkward position. This usually happens

when - one of their medicine-menr sees a vision in whieh he is

instructed by the spirits to sacrifice a child, so as to appease the

wrath of a deity who happens to be very badly put out, and is

Wonderirig whether he should not vis_ila' his slavish worshippers with

famine and pestilence.

All these tribes, together with the Muslims, the Parsis, the

- Burasians, and all ofher- eommunities, racial or. religious,Alive in
"India alongside another community—another people, it might be

said, who are quibie apart from and exelusive in their atbitude to all

“these. If we were to think of all these communities as water in a

pail, then that other community just referred to can b.e likened to
some oil poured into this water— conspienous by their refusal to
merge with the water. These people represent the complex sys'terls
of Hindu Sodiaty congisting of five ca.stes—Brah:na.t?a, the PJ-“?;, ,
the 'highest, Kshatri, the warrior, Vaishya, the (Jult}vator, and bhe
Sudra or Dravidian who has come under Aryan influence—one

who is forbidden to enter. the inner sanctuary of the Temple, and

who is prevented from reading a single line of the I—I_oly S.(‘;riptures%
Below these four comes the fifth class calted by Indians " Pancha-
ma.” which is the Sanskrit for fifth—these are the untouchables,

1]

~“the defiled, the wrétched, whose very shadow df}ﬁle.s the holy
Brahmin, and it is a common sight in cast-ridden distriets to seea -

Brahmin shouting o an approaching Panchama to gob ou?; of the
way, lest the Panchama’s shadow fall on him, and he be instant-

aneously defiled. A Brahmin will not aceept a morsel from the
3 hands of anyone except a fellow Brahmin, lest he be polluted. . He

will not utber a word of the sacred Love if a Panchama be within
hearing.

The Panchama caste consists of a number _OE sgb~casbes_, t}ze
lowest 'Of‘ which is the Paryah, for Wl‘l‘ose hg.hltatl(.m g spem:l
i)orﬂion of the village is assigned, called 3 Cheri w.hmhl no ‘cas 2
Hindu will approach. Tae Cheri cqns_ts,ts.of a group of rude m;xl
huts with. thatehed roofs. The lives of the inmates are most pllt'l ul
and miserable, Iil-fed, pootly clad and unhealthy, they eke out an

. . . i N : L Blu
¢yistence on a cheap kind of grain called. ™ ragi” or somefimes


http://and.it
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little inferior rice with water. The carcase of a goat or ox is a god-

send to a Paryab, and when sueh ig found, the Paryahs render

thanks to the Powers above,

Paryahs arve not classed as Hindus. They cannot come within
the precincts of the Temples and the “Vedas” are a closed Book tio
them. Not having access bo the reiigious services of the Hindu
systeom, the Parvahs have a religion of their own, and all the
Panchamas in faet they worship seven malignant goddesses, ealled
the seven sisters, and they are supposed to have one brother who
is only a minor deity. They have no temples in which to locate

thess deities mnor images to represent them, ‘but a few upright -

stones arranged in different ways eatisly this need. The most

terrible of these goddesses is “Mariamma”, the small goddess, and

when a village is afflicted with plague,

which the whole village takes part are gon
© with numerous barbarie rites.

slaborate eceremonies in
6 through accompanied

It may be interesting at thig point to enquire as to the origin
of the “caste system,” In the dim dawn of History, a fair, stately,

and eivilized people .migrated from the valley of the Oxus in which

they had previously settled, through the bleak passes of the Hima-
layas into India, They soon established themselves in their new
abode, and began to dispossess the indigenous peoples of their
lands, and to spread themselves oub in different directions. These
indigenous peoples the invaders called “Dravidas,” and the earlior
records suggest that the conquerors {Aryans) had a rather diffienls
bask in trying to suppress their stubborn, dark-skinned foes,

Soon however friendly relations grew up between the two
pooples, who amalgamated to a great extent. Just af this -
time -the Aryans, whose early nature-worship was being
drawn  up into a definite religious  system,  felt the
hecessity of seiling aparh a clase of men who would he solaly
responsible for the offering of the sacrifices and the repebition of
the necessary prayer-hymns, which woere alterwards collgcted - and
written down in hook form, and formed the nucleus of sanskrit
literabure. This collection was known as the “Rigveda” to whick
other parts, namely the Yajurveda, the Samaveda, and the Atharva.
veda, ‘were afterwards added, consisting for the most patt of expla-
vations of the hymns, The Atharvaveda abounds in magic spells
and hespeaks the growth of a theurgic belief in prayer, when the
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; priosts were coming to be looked upon as indispensable for the rites

of the sacrifice, and they in their furn assumed spocial powers and

prerogatives, and ultimately came to be regavded with reverencs

and awe. Thus grew the Brahmins; so priesteraft was bon_fn in
India; thenceforth Tndia was doomed. .

" The Bmhmin.s guickly sel themselves to make their p.ower falt
far and wide. They accompanied kings on their exeursions, am.dT
bocame advisers in state matters. They further foresaw thab the

*bonds of ancient corporations might be diawn together more

closely if the. fusion of the Dravidian a,nd. Arg.za.n elementfs. be
checked.” They therefore first separated the inmixed Aryans rom
the Dravidians of pure blood; the Aryans they called Brahmins
who entered the priesthood, and Eshatriyas those who 'tOOkh to
fighting. The Dravidians they cast aside as Sudrag, while they

. invented numberless other classes in which to place the mixed

elements. The more Aryan blood the higher the qasﬁe. It W&g
the work of the priests, and it received common assént, and so
“ Caste "’ was crowned in India with priestly hm?ds, and has ever
gince become the tyrant that Hindusthan finds difficult to depose.l

Years rolled on, and the simple nature Worsh.ip‘ developed into
-an intricate system of philosophy with conﬂ:cbllng scho;ls gf
thought. The doctrine of transmigration (frept 1nto‘the ear‘s
and minds of rieh and poor, noble and rustm,- and gripped India
with a death-grip whieh is as deadly to-day as it was years ago,

To crown everybhing else, caste came to be connec!:;ed w1t'.h

Y Karma.” To be a member of a high caste mea.rfb nof 'on.ly r.espect
but also reverencs, for it is only as a result of a vlrhuous life in l'.hz

- past existence that such a rank is atbainable in the present one, a'nk
so the alltoéra.tic Brahmin cannot understand why he. should th_n:) ;
little of his reward by being the friend of a Parya.h‘, nor c@g; ',e
realize why hé must suffer for the vices of a Paryah in the latter's

- former birth. And the Paryah on the other hand -ig content: with

his lot. “ My status in life my previous birth is rGSpons'ible fpr;
how can I blame the proud Brahmin ?”  So he ph;losap%nzgs a8 hg
sits by the drain he has washed by the street of a large city.

(To be concluded).
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BY THE WAY.

NoOTES BY NIEMAND.

. A yoll‘mg Sinhalese student going to Germany from Englana
writes :—" I have taken the opportunity to visit Holland on my
way. I have already been to the Hagﬁe, Delft, and Leiden. I
four'ad them full of interest. The canals and some of the buildiﬁgs
reminded me of Ceylon. Kolland is a clean and pretby country.
The people are very courteous. One of the most’ ihteresfiﬁg of
modern features is the big housing schemes for the workmen who
seem to be happier hers than elsewhere in Furope.”

» ) » »

. Note_ here the reminders of Ceylon, the courtesy shewn to a
Sinhalese visitor, and the happiness of the workmen. Clearly
Furope and Asia have much more to learn yet from the Dutch than,
how to grow rubber and how to govern nabive races.

T.he inevitable conflict of racial ideals and intefests, to which
attention was drawn four years ago in this J DURNAL, is reaching
an acite stage. It will requive the most serious thought and the

_ most delicate $act of statesman to avert, not so much a disastrois
war, as a _conh_inued ghate of hostility, or even enmity, between
peo.ples who should find no real difficulty in living together in
amity. But more than sbatesmanship is needed. The oducation of
the.peoples of both East and West is a much move difficult matter,

but it should be the chief concern of those who have at heart the
weolfare of both Bast and West. '

» » *

"Ordinarily, one would expect that the growing embitterment of
fe_ellrlxg on both sides must end the war, and one cannot hut feel that
.the immense superiority of the Western races in military equip-
me_nt, efficiency, and experionee will suceceed in defeating thé
Oriental peoples. DBut that success ean only be temporary, and

mllltar'y force is mot now the only weapon by which power or
authority {s maintained, :

The p.romotion of a right understanding on both sides is the
first essential. There are defects and there are excellences in ‘both
Eastern and Western peoples. The trouble is that there are cranks,
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'bigots, and myopes in all races and eommunities,'who,_being'the
loudest shouters, appeal most strongly to the primitive instinets of

the ignorant and those already prejudiced.

In this conneestion it is an immense satisfaction to note His
Execcllency the Governor's repudiation of sympathy with anti-
Ceylonese feeling. Into the merits of the Baker's Ward question
there is no need to enter. But His Excelleney, by his prompt and
deliberate expression of opinion, has done agood deal to prévent
estrangement of feeling in Ceylon. It was a wise and courageots

~exposition of true statesmanchip.

* - £

By the way, His Excellency made use of a striking phrase in
& recent speech, in which he referred to those who took’ the
“bread and butter”’ view of Bducation :—* He knew of very many
poople who said- there was not much use in learning Oriental
languages, and what they ‘wanted their boys to learn was somethirng
to make money. That was a very narrow and almost uneducated
view of education,” '

. * L .

A Society of French Titerature and Art was established in
Colombo this year, of which the Frénch Consul is President. On.
its Committes of eleven members there are three Ceylonese, of the
Burgher, Sinhalese and Tamil communities. The proceedings ab
its réunions are in French, and the membership is naturally restrict-
ed to those who have a working aequaintance with that language.
The first réunton was held in the house of the French Consul.

* . i 3 .

Considering the strenuous efforts made by the Union to main-
tain the traditions its members have inherited from their' Dutch
ancestors, it is-not vyeb too late for the Consul for the Netherlands
to follow the encouraging example of the Consul for France. It is
not likely to be a héavy strain on his leisure or the demaxids of his
representative position. '

L w %

The long-szpected Daspateh on the Repoi:t of the Donough-
more Commission has arrived, and was published in the evening
newspapers of the 29th October. As anticipated, the Secretary of
State has accepted the secheme of anew Constitution, with a few
modifications. The Couneil is to consist of fifty elected members,
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instead of sixty-five; there are to be eight nominated members
instead of twelve ; women are given franchise on the same terms as
nen, at twenby-qne years instead of thirky; a residence of five years
is necessary to qualily for a vole, and that. residence enbitles one to
a certificate of permanent settlement.
. . H : - - »

4 Theo intricacies of the scheme need not be touched upon hare.
Expert knowledge is indispensable; and perbaps Mr. Wille or Mr.

de Vos may be prevailed npon to tell us what it all means— the )

OOmmtttee System, tha Porbfslios, the Governor's powers, and all
he rest of if, ‘
¥ L] -
~ What the plain man understands is that thers is mo separate
representation for the Burghers, eseept by grace of nomination.
‘There -is.ta be none of that vile thing called Communal represen-
_tation, except-—but this is no place for political theories and dis-
cuggiony, The Burgher Seat, which has existed from the very
beginning of the Legislative Couneil, has’ been abohshed with a
stroke of the pen. :

#* ™3 , »

It is good to know that this loss has been borne by the

Burghers with befitting dignity, though they remain utterly un-
conv:noed by the statements made in regard to it; and by the sym-
pathetic references to their case by His Exeelleney the Governor in

his Despateh. They are aware that in the great experiment their .

claims are of little aceount.
" : 5
Curiousiy enough, in 8ir Reginald Craddock’s “ The Dilemma
Jin India,” the following passage occurs:. “ And the irony of the
_whole thing is that the only people whe can geb no value from this
universal suffrage are the Furopeans and the Dufch Burghers,
namely the only people who are fis to put the ballot box to its

3]

proper use ... This remark is open to some criticism, but not
hera, ' '

e b Y CE YA e
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. 'NOTES AND QUERIES.

Our President.—Our readers will, we feal surs, be glad to
fearn that Mr. R. G. Anthonisz has now almost completely re-
covered from his recent illness and will shortly be resuming his
literary work.

The Aldemeen Nederiandsch Verbomd.—The number of

- members of the Verbond in Geylon is, we are glad to ses, gradually

inereasing, the latest fo join being Dr. H. U. Leembrugger, who is
spending a pavt of his hotiday in Holland with the laudable object

- of acquiring a knowledge of Dubch.

Ceylon in “ Neerlandia ”.—The September number of
“ Neerlandia ' conbains references t¢ Dr, I, C. Godes Molsbergen's
report en the Dutel Archives, to his leeture on “ Peeps into the
Past,” .and to Mr. 1. H, Vander Wall’s article on the late Me.
Roberi Leembruggen, which appeared in the July number of the
Journal.

Obituary.—The death oceurred at Galle during the last

“quarter of Mr, Owen de Vos, an original member of the Union, Mr.

de Vos was a brother of the late Mr. F. H. de Vos, a former Pre- .
sidert of the Union, and although he was not able to take an
active part in the working of the Union, he yef followed its
fortunes with iﬁteresb, and did what he could to further its obhjects.
~ “The Dutch in Ceylon.”—A very favourable review of Mr.
B. G. Anthonisz’'s work appears in the September number . of
“ Nearlandia,” - The first part” save the writer “of an im-
portant Listorieal work about the Duteh in Ceylon, written by Mr.
Anthonisz, the late (sie) meritoricus President of the Duteh

. Burgher Union, has just been published. Mr. Anthonisz, during

his tenure of office as Archivist in Cevlon, thanks to his excellent
knowledge of the Putch language, has consulted all documents left
behind by the Duteh, and may truly be said to bring o light in his
book hidden treasures. He has collected a wealth of material
pertaining to the history of the Dutch colony, and has with a deft
hand putb it into an exquisite form. The part just published covers
the vears 1640 50'1765. The parts to follow will cover the period

. up to 1796, the year which ended the Dutch oceupation. . The most
cabfractive characteristic of Mr. Anthonisz’s work is that he des-

cribes thie good and bad qualities of the Dubeh, *The Dutch’ he.
6
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writes ‘were then commercially on the War path: it was the
century of adventure, discoveries, and commereial industry : firmly
resolved to maintain their position as the greatest maritime power,
and to possess the best fleet in Burope, they were prepared to un-
derge great dangers, hardships, and privationg: nay, if that feo
was necessary, io use force to achisve their aims.” Such was the
spirit of the age. One does not need o represent that age as more
glorious than it was to appreciate the great deeds of our ancestors.
In this respect it may be said that Mr. Anthonisz shows himself 2
trust-wdrthy and reliable historical writer in a hook which can be
of great use in the study of Dutch history in forsign lands.”

P« > L L I

NOTES OF EVENTS.

SUMMARY OF PROCEEDINGS OF THE COMMITTEE.

Tuesday, 2nd July:-—1. The Treasurer submitted a .list of
members who owed large 'sums as arrears. Resolved that efforts
be made to colloet the arrears and that the Butler as well as
members concerned be informed as soon as imdividual arrears
amount to Rs. 20. 2. A sum of Rs. 100 was voted towaxrds the
T.orenz Centenary Celebvations. 3. A proposal by Mr. A, C. B.
Jonklaas to have a ladios’ day once a month was approved.

Tuesday, 6th August:—1. Dy, J. B. Blazéd having resigned the
post of ‘Honorary Treasurer on his departuve for Rngland, M. J.
Tudoviei was unanimously elected to sueceed him, 2. The Trea-
gurer reported that theve was a sum of Rs. 475-86 to the credit
of the Beling Memorial Fund, and it was rvesolved that Mr., C. L.

Beling be requested to formulate a sechemse for a suitable memecrial. -

3. A Sub-Committee consisting of the Hon. Mr. G. A. Wille,
Messrs. A, C. B, Jonklaas, A. N. Weinman, E. A, van der Straaten,
1.8.0., and Dr. .. A. Pring was appointed to conzider and report on
fhe offer of the Government Agent, Western Province, of a block of
ahous 8 acres in Jawatéa Road for the purposes of the Union.
4. Road lefter from Mr. Basil Drieberg resigning ‘his ‘appoint-
‘ment ag Secretary of the Enbertainment Committeée, - Resolved that
Mz, Driéberg be asked to reconsider ‘his resignation. 5. Resolved
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~further that the Clerk of the Union ‘he informed that he must
perform any work entrusted to him by the Secretary-of any Sub-
‘Committee, subject to the power of supervision by the General
Secretary. 6. Mr. Douglas Koch was elected a member of the
Unioa. '
Wednesday, 11th September:—1. Qwing to the unsatisfactory
state of the aceounts, a Sub-Commitiee consisting of Messrs. E. A.
van der Straaten, 1.8.0., Wace de Naige, and F. E. Loos, with the
THonorary Treasurer as Convener, was appointed tio look info and

- report on the accounts, 2. A vote of condolence ‘an the deaths of

Messrs. A. W. Mebzeling and W. P. D. van der Straaten was passed.

3. Resolved that Mr. C. L. Beling be requested to call a meeting of

the original members of the Beling Memorial Committes for the
purpose of formulafing a scheme to be submifted for the consider-
ation of the General Committee, and that the Memorial Committes
be asked b0 submit the names of any members of the Union for
carrying out the scheme. 4. My, A. C. B. Jonklaas reported that

_the Sub-Committes appointed to secure new grounds had meb the
~ Government Agent, who promised to communicate his decision to

‘the Hon. Mr. Wille, 5. Dx., B, Foenander was appointed Secrefary
-of the Entertainment Commitbee, vice Mr. Basil Drieberg, resigned.
6. Mr. Wace de Niese was appointed Treasurer of the Soecial Service
‘Committee.

Tuesday, Ist October:—1, A vobe of condolence on the death of
Mr. Owen de Vos wasg passed. 2. Mr. A. C. B. Jonklaas was
appointed Honorary Treasurer, wvice Mr. J. Ludoviel, resigned.
3. Resolved that new books be opened from 1st October and thaf
Mr. Sathasivam be appointed for the purpose. 4. Read letter from
‘the late Clerk, Mr. S. Perumal, admitiing the misappropriation of

. .eertain moneys. Resolved that ho be asked to render all assistance

to Mr, Sathasivam in unravelling the accounts, the action fo be
faken against him fo await My, Sathasivam’s report. 5. Messrs,
J. H. O. Paulusz and Hans Lourensz wera admitted membars of
the Union.

Special - General Meeting:—A Bpecial General Mesting of the
Union, on the requisition of 14 membors, was held at the Union
Hall on Tuesday, 5th November, 1929, at 6 pm. The Hon, Mr.

(. A, Wille .presided, and & large number of members was present.

The Hon. Mr, L, M. Maartensz moved the following  amendment
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bo the rules:—“That the following rule, viz. “All charges op

account of Billiards and Cards, and all orders for the Bar shall ber

on a cash basis ; and no credit shall, under any circumstances, be
allowed. Any member tailing to settls his chit for the day, before:
leaving, shall nob have his further orders executed wuntil the out-
sbanding chits have been sebtled, Provided, that any member
desiring to make payment in advanee may deposit such sum with
the Treasurer to be eredited to hig account,. against which be will
be entitled to sign chits unbil the deposit is exhausted” be subsbi-
buted for rule 6 (g), namely, ‘‘No credit shall be given to any
member who isin arrears, or who isin debb to the Tnion to a.
greater amount thar Re. 20,

Mr. E. H. van der Wall seconded. Messrs. . H. . Joseph, -

W, . V. de Rooy, B. A. van der Btraaten, 1.5.0., N. E. Ernst and
Neil Schokman spoke in support of the motion, while Messrs, A. C.
B. Jonklaas and J. G. Panlusy opposed if.  After a fow remarks by
the Chairman, the motion was pub to the meeting and lost, 20
voting for and 22 against it. ‘

The Social Service Fund:—Very few members are aware of
the useful work performed by the Hocial Serviee Commitbee with
the limited funds at its disposal which are contributed exelusively
by a small band of members of the Union, who, recognising the

claims of their more unfortunate brothers and sisters on their -
generosity, have for a number of years ungrudgingly helped to keep

the fund alive. Owing to a variety of eircumstances, however, the
receipts have latserly not heen keeping pace with the payments,
and it was feared that if a special effort was not ‘made to gef in.
funds, a good deal of the work done would have to be suspended.

AL bhis eritical juneture Dr. F. Foenander, the new Secretary of the

Entertainment Committes, conceived the happy ides of organising
a Variety ¥Entertainment in aid of this good cause, and with the
assistance of Mrs. Foenander and o willing Committes of workers.
a very successful entertainment was held on Wednpesday, 30th
October, at 6 p.m. Despite the inclemency of the weather the
Hall was crowded with an appreciative audiencs, who thoroughly
enjoyed the high-elass entertainment provided for them. The.
takings both by the sale of tickets as well as by the sale of refresh-

ments should go a great way towards placing the fund once more

on u satisfactory footing.

DUTCH BURGHER UNIOK 153

OTHER DAYS.

RECOLLECTIONS OF 8r. NICOLAAS.
By R. L B,

In early timeg, in a certain land, a rich young man was
one day walking through the sireets of hig native town.l When
passing the house of a nobleman, who was at one time rich bub
had subsequently lost all his money, he was attracted by the sound
of weeping which earried to him across the road.

Approaching nearer, he listened. Bebween the sobs he heard
a girlish voies say: “ Fabher, let us go into the strests and heg,
for it is hard to sbarve.” ‘

" Touched to the heart, Nicholas hurried home. * There are
three girls there "—he mused ; “and among the treasures T have
inherited are three bars of gold.” _

At night, under the cover of darkness, he was back af the
nobleman’s house, Quietly approaching an open window he dropped
one of the bars intio the room.

Coming a second night he left a second bar, but on the third,
while in the very act of standing on fip-foe to thrust in the las
of his bounty, he was diseovered. The nobleman who had believed
the gold had come from heaven, was kneeling at his {eet,

. Gently lifting him up, Nicholag =aid : “ Give thy thanks to
God, for it was He who sent me to you.”

The legend is simple, ye‘t it is worth knowing, for arcund this

mythical saintly character there lives enshrined the treasured

. . memory of child-hood’s days —beautiful, even if simple and merely

legendary. 7

Saint Nicholas, whoze Dutch name San Nicolaas has prompted
the later American corrupiion Santa Claus, is a delightful figure,
familiar in every eounfry to-day. .
. Although, with slight changes in detail, we uader one name
clothe him in red fur-tipped coab and place him in a rein&@e‘r sledge,
or under another bring him ouf as a Continental Bishop with lo‘ng
white baaird, robes of searlet, mitre and golden crookm'he remaing
essenbially the same, the friend and protector of little children.

7
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Ag mogt of us know, in all and every country where the Dutch
hold sway, or whera Dufeh customs prevail, the *feast of St
Nicholas " is marked by the custom of making gifts to good children
on the eve of his bhirthday, the 6th of December. In other lands
where such a love of conservative traditionalism was absenb, the
identical custom was gradually adapted and associated with the
festival of the Christian Nativity.

However, not being in this instance very specially concsrned
with Santa Claus, we leave this determined old man to his annual
task of foreing a way down grimy chimneys- into the bedrooms of
sleaping childran, whose tiny socks have been hung up o receive
the delectable presents he may bring for them on Chistmas eve,
and turn to Ban Nicolaas whose coming is looked forward fo nearly
three weeks earlior.

In the wake of old traditions, we are told, the little children
in Helland plaee their wooden shoes upon the hearth cn fhe eve of
8t. Nicholas' day.

It is believed that in the night the holy man rides over the
house-top on a snow-white steed, accompanied by a little black
servant, and that he will throw presents in passing down fthe
chimney, into the shoe. The shoes are generally stuffed earlier
with & handful of straw by the children for the while horse.

Turning from this general 1 unpres:.lon suppose we draw on an
article published in one of the early issues of this 30u1~nal and
gonjura up a more vivid and slightly, different version of. the
customs whieh prevail on o day of tremendous excitement for b1g
and little ones alike, in Holland.

Tt is St. Nicholas’ eve. Dinner is over an hour earlier than
usual, The children sit expectantly—rather impatiently perhaps,
around & table over whlch a cosy red cover lies spread.

Father then says: * Children, T think San Nicolaas may ba
here now at any moment, let us sing him a little song™, where-
upon the lights are turned down, and in the dimness, wmids}
throbbing moments of anfieipation, the vhythmic tune of quaind
little folk-songs break on the stillness:

‘ Sinta Klaag, goed heiligman,
Trebt je beste tabberd aan, ete., ete™

which runs :—

“Santa Klaus, good holy man,
‘Put on your finest robe,
And ride in it to Amsterdam,
From Amsterdam io Spain;
Bring little apples from Crange,
And little pears from a high tree,
Pear Santa Klaus, our Godfather..,.., ”
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.0 A ring at the door-bell, a shuffling of feet, and Old Pabher
Nicholas with his litle ‘black boy.is there. Silence falls on
overyone as he enberg the room: He holds a hand out firsh o

-mother, then to father, and clasping fhem both asks if all the

children have been good. .

e has left his hounty and has gone away. The lights ave
turned on again. Alternate hopes and fears are sef at vest as
sbrings are cut and parcels opened, and then in honour of the greab
occasion the merry peals of laugther, the sparkiing boisterousness
of childhood, and a wealth of innoeent fun have died down bebind:
“a later than usual” bedtime - hour; the dJday beging for the
ErOWn-ups.

But stay, why need we exercise imagination to raise up
pictures associated with this time-honoured fete, even though
admittedly subh a pursuit has its own peculiar attractions. Any

~such necesstty remains effaced by xecollectlons of “obher da,ys.’

dating two decades and two years back.

Tradition, we ave told, dies hard. Walch - ib then smouldering
ataong a small community of Duteh- descendants in this Island,
ds over the years .which elapsed since ‘‘night cloged on the
descending standard of Holland” new ecustoms rose to displace

" . old ones in which they were wont to take delight.

GGeneration made way for generation which {ollowed, vet
notwithstanding the cold blast of nearly a cenbury which had more
or less swept away a language, many a characheristic was preserved
by the promptings of this same spirit of tradition.

Thus io the atmosphere of fwo unalterable {acts raised on the.
one hand by latent national characteristics, and on the other by an
inborn lovalty to the British throne, the revival of the picturesgue
coremonies associated with the  Feast of 8t. Nicholaas™ would
naturally constituse a red letter day in the history of a community,

Assopciated with this unique event of twenty years ago, many

" a reader will recall the genial psrsomality of two friends withous

whose aid the details befitsing the oceasion, forgotten in that long
losé touch with Holland, might not have besn followed so truly
to custom,

Onpo of them, Mr, Maurits Wagenvoort, a writer and traveller .

* of note, who was on a visit to the Island ** tracing the footsteps of

bis fore-fathers ", filled the role of Sf. Nicolaas ; while éhe other—
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Migs Pieters, who in later vears was bound. by such close ties to
the community as to render introduction unnecessary, initiated
both grown-ups and ehildren alile into the significance of the event,

Let recollection recast that scene. Though it may vary in ag-

much as one builds up on ehildhood’s visions, another on fleeting
fancies of youth, yet others on mature facts—the foundation on
which to build remains unchanged.

See thon the old Public Hall in festive garb, one of the largest
gatherings of adulfs and children which ever agsembled thers, two
long tables with & goodiy array of toys, voted by ab any rate one
saction'of the assembly as the most attractive feature of the display.

Feel for a moment that undercurrent rightly ealeulated to bring
confidence and pride, which springs from something common to all
—gommunity of race and unity for a common purpase.

And then, as one of many of a newly formed Union, hear Miss
. Pieters, who, standing on the steps leading up to the stage, says :

“My dear children—,
I would wish to explain to you briefly why you have been called here
to-day. This day in Holland is a very happy one to all children. For a
- whole month and more beforehand every child in Holland is very good,
because on the 5th of December a great ‘Bishop comes flying through the
air from Spain, on his white horse, descends- through -every chimney, and
brmgs each child a present.

He comes always with an attendant carrymg a big bag, All naughty.
children are put into this bag and taken to Spain.

If they have been naughty but not quite so bad they are given a birchrod
instead as a present, This is a thing you do not know here; but in Holland
naughty children are whipped with it, Sintertclaas had heard of the Duteh
Burgher Union which has just been formed. He was told there were here-
the descendants of Dutch people who remained long years ago, and so he
asks: Are there any good children? He will be here directly .. ... He is not llke
the English Santa Claus, a funny man; but a very stately Blshop, whom you
must receive very respectfully .....Now I think he is coming .

Bt. Nicolass or Slntertclaas as he is general[y csulled hag paid
his annual visits for twenby-two years since he was first introduced:
on this oceasion. To ons and all 6f us he is consequently a familiar
figure, But give a passing thought to the "impression he must
have creabed when he appeared beiore the assembly, attired in the
full vestments of s Bishop, with mitre and crook. Then follow
bim as he mingles with the children who receive him with awe-
struck reverence, while posaibly impelled by qualms of conscienec
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their attention is directed in furtive glances at the Negro atiendant
in.mediaeval Spanish costume, eartying a sack on his shoulders

and a bunch of birchrods in his band, who walks behind the

Salntly figure.

No mora unique memento of this memorable event may be
picked up than a copy of the photographic group which was
later taken of the ehildren, with SBintertelaas and the Negro slave
as central figures.

It appears as a frontispiece in the first number of the Journal
and readers fortunaie enough to possess it have undoubtedly the
most sloquent testimony of * Other days.’ All those who sat
around—a striking study of mingled expressions cloaked in fashions
of a by-gone era—are to-day the men and women of that new
generation who compose the assembly of onlookers as their children
patticipate in the time-honoured fete,

" And together with this thought there rises yet other memories
of " other days", created by ons year which has followed anothe:r
pregnant with the relentless pursuit of working change. - Pict’u_ring
that origihal crowd of onlockers one sees faces flicker and fade.
leaving many a gap, some deep, some less so, as that unseen hand
of time has made it.

8o shall we fade—while tradition and customs prevail; and
perhaps, some sentimental child will in years to come pay just as
mueh passing homage, taking up the subject with fresh young eyes

“and looking ab it through the light of a lafer past.

Turning however from this nebulous aspeet of other days, wo
va-enter the hall to witness the concluding portion of the evening’s
programme.

- Mény a reader will possibly recall the marionette show—the
stage, the quaint figures, the entire get-up and manipulation of

" which stands associated with possibly the most versatile member

of the community, Mr. Hirnest van Dort.

The performanee wo are told was so enjoyed by the little folk
that one and all wished for mare of i, but presumably it was time
for the smaller folk o go and for the bigger folk to complete the
day’s festivities.

A spark of interest might be kindled by reminiscences of such
an institation as the Coronation Orehestra, which was in abbendancs,
and we are reminded, contributed a select programme of musie,
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There remaing veb one'pthér point tfa toueh on before we
round up recellactions of the firsh children's fete on the eve of St

Nicolaas, organised by the Union.

More often than not, very few of us appreciate the amount of
labour and service putb in by the few for the enterfainment of the
many, at one and all of these funciions. May we not then tune into
a note of appreciation generally, and in particular pay a passing txi.
bute to that firsb ecommittee of management.

Among those who helped in the distribution of fhe fovs wa
find the names of Mrs. ¥. . Loos, Mrs. Heclor van Cuylenburg,
Mrg., B. G, Anthonisz and Mrs. T A. Prins. The thanks of the
community are due in a gread measure, we are sold, to Mr. Maurits
Wagenvoort, but for whose co-operation in the movement the
arrangements would never have been un fait aceompli. The com-
mitbee of management wasg composed of Mrs, BEdwin Joseph, Mrs.
R. A, Brobier, Miss Piefers and Migg A. van Dort, with Dr. Prins
and Mr, P. D, Siebel ag Enterfainment Secretaries. :

One other name, nob mentioned in the reecord from which we
draw, springs info prominent focus between the lines of print.

The invaluable service rendered by Mr. R. G. Anthonisz in the

formation of the Union and his great inbevest in-its welfare, is
fittingly enshrined in the sense and instincd of nationality which be
has revived and cultivated, 715 will ever live as a later tradition.
His contribution to fhe sucee:s of the event in the capacity of the
first elected General Seecrstary is but a fractional part of that
monurment of invaluable servica. .

The celebration of the national festival the following year
{1908) was marked by two advances. One was the remarkable
increase, both of adult members and children, over the atlendance
of the previous year; tive other, the organisation of a similar cele-
bration at Kandy. .

Once again we find Mr. Ernegt van Dort contribuing in no-
small way to the programme organised by the Colombo commibbee;
by providing a lantern exhibition with a series of einemafograply
projections. The role of 8% Nicolaas was filled by Mr. Alfred
Brohisr, while Miss Fieters, present in her nabionmal castur_n'ea
(Frisian), addressed the children. .

The celebrasion at Kandy took place in the Pawhon grounds,
lent for the oceasion by H. BE. the Governor.
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Revd. J. A. Spaar acted the part of St. Nicolaas, while Mr. G

- H. P. Leembruggen, in explaining the significanee of the svend to

the children, concluded with a stirring address to the-adult members
of the gathering. . Directing a few words by way of disposing of ill-
advised criticism and comment bearing on the formation of the
Union, he said :(—

C % .. we are told by some that it is too late in the day for thizs move-

ment, or that ours ia a hopeless task, T say that it is quite in keeping with
our traditions, I would point to the dykes of Holiand for our inspiration.

" The history of Holland is the history of Reclamation . ...Had the Hollanders

said, It is tpo late; the sea has encroached teo much, and the water is too
deep now for anythmg t0 be done—there would perhaps be to-day no Hol-
land worth speaking of.

In the same way let us do the work of reclamation, reclaiming from
oblivion those customs and traditions that will help us, reclaiming to general
usa the lost art of our language zmd literature, and bringing together our
people, till we have established in Ceylon a Holland of men and women who
will be true to our traditions and to our nation—a Hollapd guarded by the
dykes of unity and honour and national instingt and true patriotism, and of
loyalty to the King under whose rule our lot has been cast.”

Twenty-one years have gone by since these words were utterad,

veb they come to us to-day with an equal measure of force and

weight of expression.

The annnal fuonetion of 1912 took place for the first time in the
Uhnion Buildings erected in Serpentine Road—Serpentine no longer,
-and in keeping with change and reconstruction, kuown to-day as
Reid’s Avenue. The good Bishop on this oecasion appeared on his
white stead attended by his black servant carrying bag and
birch-rods, '

The “ Fete " of 1916 springs into prommence on the drab sky
which overcast the yéars of the CGlreat World War. By general
aceopbance no toys were distribnted on this ceeasion, their value
being senb ag a contribution towards the fund raized by children

- throughout the British Empire for the relief of the Belgian children.

Glancing down the records of the celebrations in the years

Whmh follow there would appear to be nothing new o add.

Mayhbe, true to- the suggestion that time, like space, lends
enchantment, we have arrived at a2 limis whieh esbtablishes a
distinet mark of demarcation between '‘these” and ' other days”.

%  Hero then we might fittingly leave our subject. Bub as we
“yenew afresh, vear after year, acguaintance with this link which
recalls many a joyful anticipation of ehildhood’s days, may ws not
claim some symbol whieh erystallises its many-sided appeal.

Baint Nicholas, Ban Nicolaas, Sanba Claus—symbolical of
kindliness and ch‘wity, reminds us that no thought, no ack on our
_part, no ohservance is new ‘\Iothmd m thls world 1s 50 rare ag
priginality.
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EDITORIAL NOTES.

Notices of Bivths, Marriages and Deaths.—Members of the Union are
entitled, free of charge, to the insertion of notices of domestic occurrences.
These notices must be restricted to a bare statement of the name or names,
place, and date of occurrence, and must be sent o the Honorary Secretary
of the Dutch Burgher Union.

Standing Committee for Ethical and Literary Purposes.—The attention
of members isinvited to the need for co-operation in carrying out the
object laid down in sub-section (f) of Rule 2 of the Constitution. Any
suggestions on this subject are to be addressed to the Honorary Secretary
of the Committeo for Literary Purposes, Mr.L.E. Blazé, 0.B.E, Alfred
Place, Bambalapitiya,

The Journal wiil be issued at the end of every quarter, post free, to each
member of the Union who pays a subseription of Rs. §/- per annum towarda
its cost of publication. Literary and other contributions are invited and
should be sent to Mr. J. B, Toussaint, “Muresk”, Clifford Place, Bambala-
pitiya, to whom also all remittances on account of the Journal shouild be
made. Dr. L. A. Pring has been made a member of the Board of Manage-
ment.

Changes of Address.— All changes of address (especially within the
last three years) should be notified without delay to the Honorary
Secretary of the Union, Dutch Burgher Union Hall, Reid’s Avenue,
Colontho, or té the Houoerary 'Treasuarer of the Unien. This will
ensure ike safe receipt by members of all notices, invitations,
reporis, ete. i

Remittances,—Remittances, whether of subscriptions due to the Union
or contributions for special objects, must be made to the Honorary Treasurer
of the Union, Mr, A, G, B. Jonklaas, Dickman’s Ro#d, and not to the Hony,

‘ Becretary.

Remittances on the account of the Social Service Fund must be made
to Mr, A. C. B. Jouklaas, Dickman’s Road, the Hony.Treasurer of the
Standing Committee for purposes of Social Service,

Dutch Burgher Union of Ceylon Buildings Co., Ltd.—All communica-

tions should be addressed to G H,Gratinen, Esq., Secretary of the Company
D B. U. Hall, Reid’s Avenue, Colombo,

e IDEHE N e
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inste_&d of sixby-five; there are to be sight nominated members
instead of twelve ; women are given franchise on the dame terms as

men, at twenty-one years ingfead of thirty ; a residence of five years -

is necessary to qualify for & vole, and that residence entitles one to

a certificate of permanent setblemant.

o » e » _ .
The intricacies of the scheme need not be touched upon here,

HExpert knowledge is indispensable; and perhaps Mr. Wille or Mr,

de Vos may be prevailed upon to tell us what it all means—the

Committes System, the Portfslios, the Glovernor's powers, and all
the rest of it ‘

* 3 3

What the plain man understands is that there is no separate
rapresentatmn tor the Burghers, except by grace of nomination,
‘There -is.to be noune of that vile thing called Communal represen-
tation, except—~buf this is no place for political theories and d‘is-
eusgions, The Burgher Seat, which has existed from the very
beginning of the Legislative Council, has been abolished with a
stroke of the pen. ‘ :

-# w ) *

- It is good to know that thls loss. h‘LS been borne by the
_Burghels with befitting dignity, though they remain utterly un-
convmced by the statements made in regard to it, and by the syr-
pathetic references to their case by His Excellency the Governor in
his Despabch. They are aware that ih tshe great experiment their
elaims are of little account

Curicusly enough, in 8Bir Reginald Craddock’s * The Dilemma
Jin India,” the following passage occurs:. “ And the irony of the
whole thing is that the only people who can get no value from this
universal suffrags are the Furopeans and the Dutch Burgh.ers:,
namely the only peopls who are fit to pubt the ballot box to its
proper use ...”
“here.

A S R IR

This remark is open to some eriticism, but nob
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NOTES AND QUERIES.

Our President.—Qur readers will, we feel sure, be glad fo

learn that Mr. B . Anthonisz has now almost completely re-
.. ecovered from his recent illness and will shortly be resuming his.

literary work.

The Algemegen Nederlandsch Verbomd.—The number of
members of the Verbond in Ceylon is, we are glad to see, gradually
inereasing, the latest to join heing Dr. H. U. Leembraggen, who is
gpending a part of his holidey in Hoiland with the landable ohject
of acquiring a knowledge of Dutch.

" Ceylen in “ Neerlandia ”.—The Sepbtember number of
* Neerlanclia ** contains references to Dr. K. C. Godee Molsbergen's
report on the Dutek Archives, to his lecture on * Peeps into the
Past,” and to Mr. E. H, Vander Wall’a article on the late Mr.
Robert Teembruggen, which appeared in the July number of the
Journal. :

Obituary.—The death occurred aé Galle during the last

" quarter of Mr. Owen de Vos, an original member of the Union. Mr.

de Vos was. a brother of the late Myr. F. H. de Vog, a former Pre-
sident of the Union, and although he was not able fo take an
active part in the working of the Union, he yet followed its
fortunes with iﬁterest, and did what he could to further its objects.

“The Duteh in Ceylon.”—A very favourablé review of Mr.
R. . Anthonisz’s work appears in the Heptember number of
Y Neerlandia.” *° The first pars” says the writer “of an im-
portant historical work about the Duteh in Ceylon, written by My,
Anthonisz, the late (sic) meritorious President of the Dutch
Burgher Union, has just been published. Mr. Anthonisz, during
his tenure of office as Archivist in Ceylon, thanks fo his execellent
knowledge of the Dutch language, has consulted all documents lelf
behind by the Dutch, and may truly be said to bring to light in his
book hidden treasures. He has collected a wealth of wmaterial
pertaining to the history of the Duteh colony, and has with a deft
hand put it into an:exquisite form. The part just published covers
the years 1640 to 1765. The parts to follow will cover the period
up to 1798, the year which ended the Duteh oecupation.. The most

attractive characteristie of Mr. Anthonisz’s work is that he. des-

eribes the good and bad qualities of the Dutech. ‘The Dutch’ he
6



