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THE OLD AfiCHIVES-OFFICE 
AT WELTEVREDEN (BATAVIA) 

By W. WIJNAJENDTS VAX RESANDT {" D E NEDEHLANDSCHE 
L E E U W " xxxv. 142, JULY 1917). 

{Translated from the Dutch by Mr. F. H. de Vos) 

With reference to the contribution of Mr. Bloys van 
Treslong Prins on this subject, in the previous number of this 
magazine, I think myself justified in saying something about 
the matter. Indeed with Mr. Prins I also belong to the very 
few who have worked among the said archives. Anyone who 
has read with any interest my articles published in this maga
zine from 1901 to 1908, will admit that I have done much in 
the matter of investigations there. I refer for instance to my 
articles " Oude Indische Families " (Old Indian Families) and 
" Huweliyken fee Batavia in denar Compagnieatijd " (Marriages 
at Batavia in the Company's time.) 

Up to 1904, the church registers of date previous to the 
introduction of the Burg-Stand (Civil State) in India (last half 
of 1828), were preserved in the registers of the six Courts of 
Justice under the jurisdiction of which stood the places where 
these records were kept. So I found in 1900 the registers of 
baptisms, marriages, and deaths at Macassar, at the registry of 
the Court of Justice there, and I have published extracts there
from in the " Wapenheraut " 1900—1901, and in this magazine 
1901—1902. On my return to Batavia in 1903 1 found this 

* II. Journal I). 13. U. p. 114. 
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kind of registers also in the registry of the Court of Justice 
there, situated in the so-called lower-city (henedenstad) in old 
Batavia. The books being preserved in the garret of this 
building were reduced to a miserable condition in comparison 
with those of Macassar3 which, although they also had suffered, 
were in a very good workable condition. At Batavia the sides 
of the pages of these books were pressed down into a pappy 
mass in which there were moving many white worms, and I 
then, with a blunt instrument, seated in the burning-hot attic 
of this building on a solitary chair (there was no table), carefully 
separated the pages one by one) when I found that the sides of 
all the pages had quite perished. The writing however in the 
middle portion of the pages was well preserved and quite legible. 
I then went straight tp the then Government Archivist, Mr. J. A. 
van der Chijs, who had his office and archives at Weltevreden, 
and informed him of what I had seen. H e thereupon reported on 
this matter to the Government at Buitenzorg, and afterwards, 
in 1904,-—according to my proposition made to Mr. vaoder 
Chijs—all the old church registers were transferred from the 
Court of Justice at Batavia to the Landsarehief at Weltevreden. 
In the meantime Heer van der Chijs died, and this transfer took 
place under the charge of the present Archivist Dr- F . de Haan. 
He got all the neglected books dusted and renewed all the soiled 
pages, piece by piece, by pasting tracing-paper along the sides. 
I found these in a better state therefore when I again visited 
the Landsarehief in 1909, but they had in the meantime, suffered 
so much that whole pages were in some places quite illegible, 
and it can well be that in the time of Mr. Prins the damage 
to the paper had increased. I n consequence of the efforts of 
Dr. de Haan, in the meantime all other registers of baptism, 
marriage, and burial of the whole of the Indies, lying in the 
registries of the other Courts of Justice, were between 1904 and 
and 1909 deposited in the Landsarehief at Weltevreden. Accord
ing to the proposition of Mr. Prins, it seems to me that the 
transference of all these books to the Eijks archief at the Hague, 
has much to recommend it, both to prevent further loss and for 
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the use people here will make of them, for besides. Mr. Prins and 
the undersigned, our fellow-member the Secretary of the 
"Depar tment van B . B. , " Heer J", de Groot, so far as I 
know, is the only one among all the thousand Europeans in the 
Indies who has studied these books in my time there. In this 
connection one matter should not be forgotten. There are at 
the Landsarehief the archives of the former commissions of 
marriage causes at Batavia. Every person who married at 
Batavia during the Company's time had to get the consent of 
these commissions. In their registers were thus entered all 
marriages. I t was this source of information that I consulted 
when I wrote my article " Huwetyken te Batavia in den 
Compagnistijd" for this magazine. The books were then 
(1903-1904)in a fairly good state of preservation. The marriage 
registers and publications of banns began from 1616 (thus before 
the foundation of Batavia.) Should it be eventually decided 
to bring over the church registers (marriage) and other books, 
the scheme should include the marriage registers of the above-
named commissioners.* 

What is to be found at the Landsarehief is mentioned by 
Mr. J . A. van der Chijs in his " Inventaris van'sLands Archief 
te Batavia." Batavia 1882. 

The notarial archives from all the notaries in the Dutch 
Indies in the Company's time are therefore very interesting, 
among which there are many as yet unopened original wills. 1 

Further there are at the Orphan Boedelkamer at Batavia 
copies of the wills of all Europeans who died at Batavia since 
1621, made up into registers, at the back of which often the 
years are mentioned in which the wills were registered in the 
Orphan Chamber which.took place in the year in which the 
testator died. 

Finally, if I mistake not, the bringing over of the church 
registers from the West' Indies has already been decided on and 
is already perhaps an accomplished fact. 

* Compare my article on this subject in this magazine A 0 1906. K- 61. 
The Registers of baptisms and burials are not mentioned there. 

t Without taking into account other districts, there are alone from the 
notaries of Batavia from 1621 to 1816 at the Landsarehief already 8684 
volumes. 




