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W1LLEM JACOBSZ COSTER. 
(VOL. I. PAGE 181). 

Journal of the ^ *■ * * 

Dutch Burgher Onion 0f ceyion. 
^OL.VLPABTSlI<feIII.] n e r ^ c z r ^ . ■ ■ [m%: 

THE GOOD OLD DAYS-
■BY BAAS 'KEUVELAAR. 

.'■ When Jan de L'eugenaar told his fellow assistehts at 
the soldy kantoor that he had, the night before, seen the 
ghost of weduwe Stadlander talking to her slave Flora in 
the Pettah Cemetery, it was unanimously accepted by liis 
listeners as an ascertained fact that there was no decadence 
in the art of lying at Colombo. 

Robertina van Slangenberg was onee the wife of Jan 
Stadlander, commandeerende sergeant of Chilaw. An 
attack of malarial fever was the cause of his death. Through 
the kind intervention of the Predikant Godfried Jansonius, 
her brother-in-law, she, being a widow, acquired the sole 
right of baking bread in the Pettah for the troops at 
Colombo. 

She soon gained quite a. reputation as a purveyor of 
wholesome food, although her suikergebakken were res­
ponsible for much of the dyspepsia prevalent among the 
school children of Colombo^ Flora de Sarpento, her slave 
girl, was equal to two of her kaffers and did the kneading 
of the whole establishment without any extraneous aid. 

One evening as weduwe Stadlander was. playing her 
concertina in the hall after her day's work, and allaying 
her thirst, induced by the heat of the bakery, with sundry 
potatjons of genever and water, a large cobra fell from the 



53 THE JOURNAL OF THE 

roof on Flora, who was doing some knitting at the feet of 
her mistress. Before she could do anything Flora was 
stung by the serpent. Weduwe Stadlander at once seized 
her husband's trusty sword, which was hanging on the 
wall close by, and cut the snake in two, but not before she 
herself was stung by it. In taking down the sword she 
caused the picture of Sergeant Stadlander in uniform, to 
fall on the ground, causing such an uproar and so frighten­
ing the house cat, that it upset a can of cocoanut oil on 
the family bible which lay on a small table close by. There 
was thus quite a chapter of accidents in the Stadlander 
household. 

Before any medical aid could arrive weduwe Stadlander, 
and Flora were corpses. This, as may well be imagined, 
cast quite a gloom over the Dutch community of Colombo. 
Maria Stadlander, the sergeant's sister, was soon upon the 
scene inveighing against the servants in her choicest 
Portuguese and Sinhalese. 

The native vederale, Meestrige Daniel, vowed that if he 
had been called in in time, weduwe Stadlander wotxld still 
be baking bread in. the Fettah. The onder-chirurgyn, 
Hubert de Meester, maintained that lime juice and cauteri­
zation, if promptly administered and practised, would have 
saved the lives of the victims. But of course all these 
theories were absolutely profitless. Weduwe Stadlander 
and Flora were dead and the next thing to do was to bury 
them. 

The funeral service was most impressive and never 
before in the memory of the oldest inhabitant was there 
such a concourse of mourners at a burial at Colombo. They 
were buried side by side at the Fettah Cemetery. Their 
tombstones are, of course, now paving the main drain in 
Keyzer Street. Many years had passed and the incident 
was beginning to be forgotten when Jan de Leugenaar sprang 
his " yarn " on his fellow assistents at the soldy-kantoor. 

Needless to say this strange story spread like wild-fire 
all over Colombo. It established such a ' ' funk" among 
the superstitious servants, Portuguese and native, that 
they would not, on any account pass that side of the 
Cemetery where the bodies were buried. The buildings 
facing the same side, mostly consisting of boarding houses 
for the poorer clerks of the Company, were abandoned. 
Even the other Dutch inhabitants of the place were infected 
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with a vague terror in spite of the numerous sermons 
preached by the Revd. Godfried Jansonius in the City 
Church against belief in ghosts and their power for evil. 
A stalwart kannonier, who vowed he would show a hold 
front, and ascertain the truth of the story for himself, was 
seen showing a very timorous back as he was running to 
barracks after a visit to the spot. In fact, although a 
bright moonlight night, you could not see his back for dust. 
He had not only distinctly seen two female figures draped 
in white talking to each other but had actually heard the 
lady tell her slave girl:— 

" Aqirelle algoz Jacobus Spaarman nao largar te fallar 
" elle sua filha per casar com Jan. Eu lo matar aquelle 
" mofino per." Jacobus Spaarman and his wife Clara 
Muyselaar were the happy parents of the divine Catharina 
and Jan was an aspirant to the hand of the latter. But 
Jacobus did not favour the advances of Jan, although 
Catharina and her brother Justinus thought him quite 
riice. 

The kannonier's adventure was the talk of the barracks 
and many bottles of genever were consumed that night to 
keep the spirits up. The facts were duly reported to 
Colonel Koen in command of the artillery, who in turn 

^reported the matter to Colonel Leeuwhart in command of 
the infantry. The latter detailed a party of six infantry 
men with fixed bayonets under the command of a corporal 
to visit the spot at night and make a report. They had 
hardly arrived there, when the piercing screech of a devil 
bird on a banyan tree overhanging the Cemetery, so discon­
certed the little corporal,, that he ordered his men to retire 
at the double, a feat which they accomplished most 
creditably, though at the imminent risk of impaling some 
of the panic-stricken bystanders. The report of the corporal 
verified the statements of Jan. The whole population was 
getting alarmed. Sin Jando, the zadelmaker, who was 
generally requisitioned for frightening the children into 
taking medicine, found that his occupation was gone, I t 
was now only necessary to mention the ghost of weduwe 
Stadlander to make the most obstinate child gulp down his 
medicine without winking. Matters had reached a very 
serious crisis. Trade just about the Pettah Cemetery was 
paralysed. No hawkers would approach to within one 
hundred yards of it. The Governor refused to have any-

■ thing to do with such trifles, his time being fully occupied 
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with weightier matters. I t was however noticed that for 
some weeks he kept to the other side of the cemetery when 
returning from Wolvendaal Church. The Predikant stoutly 
refused to be associated with anything appertaining to 
ghosts and thus rouse the slightest suspicion of his being 
a believer in the supernatural. Otherwise he vowed that 
ghosts had no terrors for him. Anyhow it was lucky for 
him that during this "reign of terror," no one was so 
inconsiderate or foolish as to render it necessary that 
arrangements should be made for his funeral at the Pettah 
Cemetery. The undertaker, though financially.a loser and 
generally a grumbler at the tenacity of life shewn by some 
well known pensioners, accepted the situation with a placid 
countenance. 

When Mrs, Spaarman heard of the threat uttered by 
the ghost, she was frightened beyond measure. 

" Waarom houdt je niet van J a n ? " she asked of her 
husband. 

" Zyn naam liefste," said he "Een leugenaar! Myne 
" dochter de vrouw van een leugenaar? Nimraer." 

" Gekheid," said Mrs. Spaarman. " De Gouverneur is 
"Heer Kraayvanger niaar hy is niet een Kraaijenvanger^ 
" van beroep." ^ 

But Spaarman was not to be convinced. He was 
hardnekkig. 

" Quelei Rosa?" asked Mrs. Spaarman as the Predikant'8 
female servant came to see her one morning. 

"Gentester fallar nao" said Rosa "que Nona Stadlander 
" vida per ja ve tern et querer per matar Heer Spaarman. 
" Chinglas ter fallar que Nona Stadlander tern agora uma 
"cobra de capella." 

Mrs. Spaarman had heard from her old nurse of this 
theory of the transmigration of souls so firmly believed in 
by the natives. In fact she half believed in it herself. 
Spaarman who overheard the conversation, got quite pallid 
with fear but said " Que doudice, Rosa." He however soon 
afterwards wrote to the Predikant deploring the belief of 
the heathen in this theory and stating that it was ridiculous 
to suppose that the Predikant's late sister-in-law was now 
a cobra, but that, after mature consideration he now saw 
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no objection to his daughter being the wife of Jan de 
Leugenaar. The marriage was thereupon arranged to take 
place and the banns duly published. 

It was strange however that after this announcement 
the ghost of weduwe Stadlander ceased to appear as usual 
and the Pettah resumed its wonted peace and quietness. 

* * * *- * 

Twenty-five years afterwards Jan and Catharina were 
celebrating their zilveren bmiloft at Buitenzorg their 
buitenplaats at Unuwatuna in the outskirts of Galle. He 
was then the Comraandeur of the station and Justinus, his 
brother-in-law, who was his bestman at the wedding, had 
come up for the function from Matara, where he was the 
Dissave. Jacobus Spaarman and Mrs. Spaarman were also 
present though much advanced in years. Predikant 
Jansouius, who was living in retirement close by, and now 
busily engaged in translating the Scriptures into Sinhalese, 
was also of the party. Hundreds sat down to a sumptuous 
repast in celebration of the event as the Commandeur and 
his wife were most popular with all classes. The Predikant 
proposed the health of the bride and bridegroom. 

Jan in replying said " Ladies and Gentlemen, this is 
" not perhaps a fitting occasion to talk of ghosts, but most 
" of you doubtless remember or have heard of, the ghost of 
" widow Stadlander. Well I think I am not disclosing any 
"state secrets when I tell you that I was the ghost of 
"widow Stadlander and Broer Justinus that of Flora de 
" Sarpento." 

The Predikant was glad to hear this confession from 
the Commandeur as it would dispel the illusion that there 
were such things as ghosts in this world. 

The Governor, who was also present, was much amused, 
and said that his friends the Commandeur and Dissave 
were men of great resource and it was therefore -to be 
expected that they should rise to high positions in the 
service of the Company, 

Mr. and Mrs. Spaarman thought that Jan and Justinus 
were very naughty boys. 

" Never mind," said Jan to Justinus " we hadn't much 
money when we were young, but we did see life in the 
Good Old Days. 
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DUTCH PREDIKANTS OF CEYLON. 

(Continued from Vol. V. p. 86.) 

ARNOLD ENGELBERT VAN DEN BROEK, l appointed 
predikant for the East Indies on the 4th October 1790, was 
at Galle in 1792, Amboina 1807 and died in 1808. 

H. C. VAN DEN BROECK, predikant at Matara 1782. 

JOHANNES VAN DEN BROCK, a casties, a student at the 
Ceylon Seminary, was sent in 1747 to the Netherlands and 
entered as theological student at Utrecht, having come with 
a certificate from Colombo (attested on the 21st December 
1746, by the Rev. H. Saakens ) 
He arrrived at Utrecht on the 27th September 1748 and 
resided in Korte Janisstraat. His conduct at Utrecht was 
unsatisfactory and he achieved nothing. 

SIGISBERT ABRAHAMS VAN BRONSV;ELD, was born at 
Colombo in Ceylon in 1723. Educated in the. Ceylon 
Seminary, he continued his studies at Leyden and was 
admitted into the States College on the 22nd September 1744. 
On the 29th June 1746 he propounded in public a philo­
sophical and theological thesis based on Romans V. V 12. 
On the 4th September 1747 he was appointed proponent 
and on the 12th December of the same year he joined the 
Indian ministry. Having returned to India in 1748 he was 
immediately given charge of Malacca, and in 1748 he jiaid a 
visit to Tranquebaar. During the most important period 
of his ministry he served at Galle 1753 and at Colombo and 
the neighbouring stations 1748—1753. For a time he 
preached at Coromandel in 1762 and shortly afterwards was 
appointed Rector of the Colombo Seminary. He used to 
preach in Dutch, Tamil and Singalese. He published the 
Psalms in Portuguese—a translation' of Jacobus op den 
Akker. He was also instrumental in the publication of a 
Tamil translation of the Holy Scriptures. There is also 
extant " A compendium of the Christian ITaith, translated 
into Tamil," printed at Colombo by J. B. Arnhardt in 1754 
and now rare, He was married and died in Colombo in 
1769. He used to complain of the apathy of the European 
predikants of his time. 
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CORNELIUS DE BUCK, or Bucq, proceeded from the 
fatherland to the Indies in 1723 and died in 1725 at Colombo 
where he was predikant. 

JOHANNES RUINING or Buninck left Batavia in May 1711 
for Ceylon and was appointed predikant at Jaffnapatanr in 
the following year in place of the Rev. de Vries. In 1715 
he was, owing to short-sightedness, assisted in the ministry 
by Adolf Kramer, proponent, and in the years 1717 and 1718 
his case became so hopeless that he could no longer preach 
and gave over his duties entirely to proponent Kramer. In 
1723 he was still living at Jaffna. Whether or not be 
returned home is not known. 

JAKOBUS VAN BUREN was born at Utrecht and studied 
there. He came to the Indies in March 1667 and was on 
the 18th July appointed to the ministry at Galle. In 1668 
he was predikant at Colombo and was an assessor at the 
great Synod in Ceylon. Owing to his ill-treatment of a 
slave, who died, he was in 1676 transferred to Ternate where 
he and most of his children died. 

BENJAMIN CABRAALS or Cabralsch, a Singalese, left the 
Ceylon Seminary in 1747 to study at the University of 
Utrecht. He brought with him his certificate, attested on 
the 21st December 1746 by the Rev. H. Saakens. He 
handed it in to the Consistory of the University town on 
the 27th September 1748. He appears to have died without 
completing his studies and to have resided in the Korte 
Janstraat. 

CORNELIUS CALETUS was a proponent and had applied 
to serve as a Chaplain of the Fleet under de Euyter on the 
1st June 1654: he left the Netherlands for Batavia as a 
predikant in 1661 and in1 the same year received an 
appointment at Manaar. 

CHRISTIAN CAMP,^ proponent to the Dutch congregation 
at Colombo in 1799. The Colombo Consistory on the 14th 
January 1791 sent a requisition to the Classis of Amsterdam 
to promote him to the ministry, whereupon he was 
forthwith examined and "granted permission to administer 
the Holy Sacrament. He displayed great zeal in the 
ministry which he served for 11 years and was acceptable 
to his congregation. In 1802 he was still living in Colombo. 
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He married Catharine Bosch, who was born at Amsterdam 
on the 12th December 1747 and died at Colombo on the 
4th July 1789. On her grave is inscribed the following 
couplet: 

'' Op Jesus vaste Eondament, 
" Haa r hoop alleen was heen gewent ." 

FKEnKKiuic WILLKM CAPELLE,'"* appointed proponent 
in 1783 at Amsterdam, went to Ceylon and stayed at 
Point-de-Galle from 1784 to 1790. 

Notes on the " Dutch Predifcants of Ceylon." 

BY MB. F. H. DE Voa. 

1 Arnold (Arnoul) Engelberi van den Broeeh was baptized at 
Colombo, "21 Janua ry 1759 being the sou of Capt. Johannes 
van den Broeeh and Ji'ngelherta Plantina de Moor and 
grandson of Arnoud van den Broeeh of Welsbeck and 
Maria l^rnandez. Johannes van den Broeeh, the pvedikant, 
baptized a t Negoinbo Ju ly 1727 was hali>brotlier of 
Oapt. van den Broeeh, being the son of Amoud van den 
Broeeh by his second wife Christina Mwie de Bade. 

2 QhrLstiaa-n Camp was born at Amsterdam 20 March 1745 and 
died a t Colombo, 17 Augus t 1805. His son Johannes Camp, 
also o£ Amsterdam, an assistent in the Dutch service M 
Colombo, marr ied there, 4< October 1795, Susanna Margarita 
von Ragt. 

3 Hft married (1) Cornelia de Alvis and (2; at Galle 1805 
Johanna Ilenrica Mommeyer widow of Gapi. Bhem. 
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A BURGHER "CENSUS." 
( Communicated.) 

It would be a substantial gain to our community if the 
total number of those who belong to it could be ascertained 
with some approach to exactness. The task will be a 
difficult one, but not so difficult as it appears. A regular 
"Census" is not, of course, to be thought of; but a 
voluntary enumeration, carried out as carefully as the 
circumstances will allow, can be done inexpensively and 
without more trouble than a loyal Burgher may be expected 
to give. A central Committee is necessary, to whom reports 
should be sent, and enumerators will be found in every 
town and village. Burgher families are well-known, 
wherever they may happen to be, and all that is primarily 
required is the number of Burghers of each sex. 

.Meanwhile, an attempt might be made to arrive at a 
fair estimate from such sources as we have at command. 
The following considerations are offered with some 
reluctance, and may possibly be dismissed as amateurish 
and fanciful by those who are better informed and have 
access to published records; but they will serve as a basis 
for criticism and research. 

. (a) Bertolaoci was a Corsican who accompanied the 
Honourable Frederic North to Ceylon as his Secretary, and 
afterwards held various offices in the Ceylon Civil Service. 
He estimates that in 1816 the Burghers were not more than 
5,000 or 6,000 in number, while the total population of 
Ceylon was not more than 1,500,000. The total population 
of Ceylon, according to the Census of 1911, was 4,110,367 or 
274 times that of 1816. At the same rate^of increase,,the 
Burghers should now be 6,000 x 274 or 16 ,̂440. 

But among " Burghers" Bertolacci courageously 
includes (1) the children oi Sinhalese and Tamils who have 
become Christians and have assumed European dress, (2) 
" those who are called Portuguese," and (3) the descendants 
of freed slaves,—while he scrupulously excludes the 
descendants of Europeans who are English. If we estimate 
these three classes at no more than 2,500 there should 
now be no more than 3,500 x 2'74 or 9,590 Burghers in 
Ceylon, 
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(b) Ferguson's Directory for 1.863 gives the number 
of " European Descendants » as 4,000 and the total popula­
tion as 2,000,000. The total population, excluding the 
Mi tary and Shipping, in 1911 was 2-05 times the population 
of 1863 The following table gives (1) the figures for 1863, 
(2) what the population should be at the ascertained rate 
of increase, and \3) the actual figures for 1911 : -

.1.864. Estimate. 1911. 
Total Ceylon .. 2,000,000 - 4,106,350 
Sinhalese .. 1,157,000 2,892,500 2,715,420 
Moors ■ ■ 130.000 266,500 266,625 
E DeTcmdants .. 4,000 8,200 26,663 
The Europeans and the Tamils are not included in this 

table, as their increase and decrease are not due to normal 
conditions. But, curiously enough the table shews that 
while the Sinhalese and the Moors have increased almost 
exactly as the population has increased the European 
Descendants" increased more than three times as fast as 
the Sinhalese, the Moors, and the total population ! I t is 
also noteworthy that in 1871, the year oi the first Census 
and only eight years after 1863, they had increased from 
4,000 to 14,181. 

Now all the 4,000 " European Descendants " in 1863 
could not have been Burghers. If by a liberal estimate we 
reckon the Burghers at 3,500, the number at this time 
should be no more than 7,175. 

(cV In the " Burgher Electorate" of 1911 there were 
a 149 names registered. It is well-known that (1) a 
conVidSrtble number of Burghers did not register and (2) 
that a large number of names in the electorate were 
o t t e r e d under Section 14 6, of the Ordinance, Let us 
assume that these two groups balance each other m regard 
to numbers. If we allow an average of 8 to each voter we 
have a total Burgher population of 3 x 2,149 or 6,447. 
Even if an average of 5 is allowed, the total cannot exceed 
5 x 2,149 or 10,745. 

Taking these three estimates together we get an average 
of 7 737 or at the most 9,170 as the total Burgher population 
of Cevlon Either would be a reasonable and highly 
™-obable fi-mre. But it is possible that other students of 
the Bubieot have further data on which a calculation can be 
made, and their contributions will be useful. 
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GENEALOGY OF THE FAMILY OF 
PIACHAUD OF CEYLON. 

COMPILED BY MR. F. H. DE VOS. 

I . 

Frangois Piachaud of Nion (Switzerland), Major, Meuron 
Regiment , born 1762, died a t S e r m g a p a t n a m 28 November 1802 
m. Johanna Dorothea Hagemann.1 H e had by her :— 

I . Lucille Henrietta Piachaud m. G. A. de Raymond. 

I I , Rudolphina Dorothea Piehaud m. Etienne Moise Ruegger. 

I I I . Jacob Piachaud (who follows under I I ) . 

I I . 

Jacob Piachaud, Savings Bank, Colombo, born in Madras 
16 J a n u a r y 1797, died 4 February 1871, marr ied 6 March 1820, 
Angneta Margareta van Andringa.2 He had by her : — 

1. Julia Elizabeth Piachaud, born a t Colombo 22 Ju ly 1821, 
baptized there 26 Augus t 1821 married, 11 Ju ly 1843 
William George Hall.3 

I I . Gorneille Theodore Alfred Piehaud, born at Colombo 
17 A u g u s t 1823, bapt ized the re 27 September 1833. 
(Sponsors : Christian* Cornelia Uhlenbeelc at Voorburg 
and Johanna Dorothea Hagemann widow of the Lt.-Col. 
Fraagois Piachaud.) 

III. Pauline Elizabeth Piachaud, bo rn a t Colombo 12 October 
1825, baptized there 8 December 1825. (Sponsors : 
Barend van Andringa at Enkhuizen and Catharina 
Elizabeth Uhlenbeeh s a t Voorburg) . 

IV . Celina Henrietta Piachaud, born a t Colombo 12 October 
1825, baptized there 8 December 1825, (Sponsors : 
Gideon Piachaud, Louisa Piachaud, a t Nion and Lucille 
Henrietta de Raymond).'' 

V. Gustaaf Eugene Raoul Piachaud (who follows under I I I ) . 

Y I . Emma Marguerite Clara Piachaud born at Colombo, 
23 November 1829, baptized there 25 Janua ry 1830 
died 16.April 1894, marr ied 13 September 1853* Henry 
Rudd. * 


