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_THE GOOD OLD DAYS. -~
By Baas 'KEUQELA_AH o '

. When Jan de Lieugenaar told his fellow assistents ‘&t
the soldy kantoor that he had, the night before, scen the
ghost of weduwe Stadlander- taiking to her slave Flora in
the Pettah Cemetery, it was unanimously accepted by s
listeners as an ascertained fact that there was nodecadence
in the art of lying at Colombo. :

Roberting van Slangenberg was onee the wife of Jan

- Stadlander, comunandeerende sergeant of Chilaw. An
. - atiack of malarial fever was the cause of his death,

Through - -
the kind intervention of the Predikant Godfried Jansonius,
her brother-in-law, she, heing a widow, acquired the sola
right of baking bread in the Pettah for the troops at
Colombo. S )

. She soon gained quite a. reputation as a purveyor of
‘whalesome food, although her suikergebakken were ves-

ponsible for much of the dyspepsia prevalent among the
gchool children of Colombo.  Flora de Sarpento, her slave

girl, was equal to two of her kaffers and did the kneading

of the whole establishment without any extraneous aid.
One ‘evening as weduwe Stadlander was playing her
concertina. in the hall after hex day’s work, and allaying
her thirst, induced hy the heat of the bakery, with sundry
potations of genever and water, a large cobra fell from the
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roof on Flora, who was doing some knitting at the feet of
her mistress. Before she could do anything Flora was
stung by the serpent. Weduwe Stadlander at once seized
her hushand’s trusty sword, which was hanging on the
wall close by, and cut the snake in two, but not before she
herself was stung by it. In taking down the sword she
caused the picture of Sergeant Stadlander in uniform, to
fall on the ground, causing such an uproar and so frighten-
ing the house ecat, that it upset a can of cocoanut oil on
the family bible which lay on a small table close by. There
wag thus quite a chapter of accidents in the Stadlander
household,

Before any medical aid could arrive weduwe Stadlandey
and Flora were corpses. This, as may well be imagined,
cast quite a gloom over the Dutch community of Colombo.
Maria Stadlander, the sergeant’s sister, was soon upon the
scene inveighing against the servants in her choicest
Portuguese and Sinhalese.

The native vederale, Meestrige Daniel, vowed that if he
had been called in in time, weduwe Stadlander wquld still
be baking bread in the Pettah. The onder-chirurgyn,
Hubert de Meester, maintained that lime juice and cauteri-
zation, if promptly administered and practised, would have
saved the lives of the victims, But of course all these
theories wore absolutely profitless. Weduwe Stadlander
and Fora were dead and the next thing to do was to bury
them.

The foneral service was most il_}'lpres:sive and never
before in the memory of the oldest inhabitant was there

such a concourse of mourners at a burial at Colombo. They. |

were buried side by side at the Pettah Cemetery. Their
tombstones are, of course, now paving the main .d“%m in
Keyzer Strest. Many years had passed and the incident
was beginning to be forgotten when Jan de Leugénaar sprang
his “yarn” on his fellow assistents at the soldy-kantoor.

Needless to say this strange story spread like wild-fire
all over Colombo. It established such a “funk” among
the superstitious servants, Portnguese and mative, that
they would not, on any account pass that side of the
Cemetery where the bodies were buried. The buildings
facing the same gide, mostly consisting of boarding houses
for the poorer clerks of the Company, were abandoned.
Even the other Dutch inhabitants of the place were infected

-
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- with a vague terror in spite of the numercus sermons

preached by the Revd. Godfried Jansonius in the City
Church against belief in ghosts and their power for evil.

A stalwart kannonier, who vowed he would show a bold

front.and ascertain the truth of the story for himself, was
seen showing a very timorous back as he was running fo
barracks after a visit to the spot. In fact, although a
bright moonlight night, you could not see his back for dust.
He had not only distinetly seen two female figures draped
in white talking to each other but had actually heard the
lady teil her slave girl:—

“Aquelle algoz Jacobus Spaarman nio largar te fallay

- “elle sua filha per casar com Jan., Tu lo matar aguelle

“mofino per” Jacobus Spaarman and his. wife Clara
Muyselaar were the happy parents of the divine Catharina
and Jan was an aspivant to the hand of the latter. But
Jacobus did not favour the advances of Jan, although
Catharina and her brother Justinus thought him quite
rice. ‘

The kannonier’s adventure was the tallk of the barracks
and many bottles of genever were consumed that night to
keep the spirits up. The facts were duly reported to
Colonel Koen in command of the artillery, who in fturn
reported the matter to Colonel Leeuwhart in command of
the infantry. The latter detailed a party of six infantry
men with fixed bayonets under the command of a corporal
to visit the spot at night and make a report. They had
hardly arrived there, when the piercing screech of a devil
bird on a banyan tree overhanging the Cemetery, so discon-

‘certed the little corporal, that he ordered his men to retire

at the double, a feat which they accomplished most
creditably, though at the lmminent risk of impaling some
of the panic-stricken bystanders. The report of the corporal
verified the statements of Jan. The whole population was
getting alarmed. S8in Jando, the zadelmaker, who was
generally requisitioned for frightening the children into
taking medicine, found that his occupation was gone. It
was now only necessary to mention the ghost of weduwe
Stadlander to make the most obstinate child gnlp down his
medicine without winking. Matters had reached a very
serious crisis. Trade just about the Pettah Clemetery was
paralysed. No hawkers would approach %o within one

" hundred yards of it. The Governor refused to have any-
- thing to do with such trifles, his time being fully occupied
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with weightier matters. It was however noticed that for
gome weeks he kept to the other side of the cemetery when
returning from Wolvendaal Church. The Predikant stoutly
refused to be associated with anything appertaining to
chosts and thns rouse the slightest suspicion of hig being
a believer in the supernatural. Otherwise he vowed that
ghosts had no terrors for him. Anykow 1t was lucky for
him that during this “reign of terror,” no one was 80
inconsiderate or foolish as to render it necessary that
arraneements should be made for his funeral at the Pettah
Cemetfery. The undertaker, though financially.a loser and
generally a grumbler at the tenacity of life shewn by some
well known pensioners, accepted the situation with a placid
countenance.

When Mrs, Spaarman heard of the threat uttered by
the ghost, she was frightened beyond measure.

“ Waarom houdt je niet van Jan?” she asked of her
husband. .

“Zyn naam liefste,” said he “ Ken leugenaar! Myne
“dochter de vrouw van een leugenaar? - Nimner.”

“ (Gekheid,” said Mrs. Spaarman. “De Gouverneur is
“ Heer Kraayvanger maar hy is niet een Kraaljenvanger
“yan beroep.” @

But Spaarman was not to be convinced. He was
hardnelkkig.

« Quelei Rosa? " asked Mrs. Spaarman as the Predikant’s
female servant came to see her one morning.

“(Jentes ter fallar nio” said Rosa “que Nona Stadlander
“yida per ja ve tem et querer per matar Heer Spaarman,
“ Chinglas ter fallar que Nona Stadlander tem agora uma
“ecobra de capella.” : '

Mrs, Spaarman had heard from her old nurse of this
theory of the transmigration of souls so firmly believed in
by the natives. In fact she half believed in it herself.
Spaarman who overheard the conversation, got quite pallid
with fear but said * Que dondice, Rosa.” He however soon
afterwards wrote to the Predikant deploring the belief of
the heathen in this theory and stating that it was ridiculous
to suppose that the Predikant’s late sister-in-law was now
a cobra, but that, after mature consideration he now saw -
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no objection to his daughter being the wife of Jan de
Leugenaar. The marriage was thereupon arranged to take
place and the banns duly published.

L It was strange however that afier this announcement
t u(el ghost_]of weduwe Stadlander ceased to appear as usual
and the Pettah resumed its wonted peace and quietness.

Iwenty-five yoars afterwards Jan and Catharina were
celebrating their zilveren bruiloft at Buitenzorg their
buitenplaats at Unuwatuna in the outskirts of Galle. e
was then the Commandeuyr of the station and Justinus, his
brother-in-law, who was his bestman at the wedding "had
QDC{lIle up for the function from Matara, where he was the
Dissave. Jacobns Spaarman and Mys. Spaarman were also
present  though much advanced in years. Predikant
ij) ansonius, who was living in retirement close by, and now

usily engaged in franslating the Seriptures into Sinhalese,
was also of the party, Hundreds sat down to a sumptuous’
repast in celebration of the event as the Commandenur and
his wife were most popular with all classes. The Predikant
proposed the health of the bride and bridegroom.

y Jan in replying said “ Ladies and Gentlemen, this is
. not perhaps a fitting oceasion o talk of ghosts, but most
) of you é{oubtless rematnber or have heard of, the ghost of
. widow Stadlander. Well T think I am not disclosing any
“st_ate secrets when I tell you that I was the ghost of .

widow Stadlander and Broer Justinus that of flora de

- Barpento.”

The Predikant was glad to hear this confession from
the Commandeur as it would dispel the illusion that there
were such things as ghosts in this world. '

The Governor, who wag also present, was much amusged
and gaid that his friends the Commandeur and Dissave
were men of great resource and it was therefore .to be
expected that they should rise to high positions in the
service of the Company,

Mr. and Mrs. Spaarman thoyght that Jan and Justinus
were very naughty boys.

N 3 : i ;
“Never mind,” said Jan to Justinus * we hadn’t much

money when we were young, but we did see life in t}
Good Old Days. younE o tn the
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DUTCH PREDIKANTS OF CEYLON.
(Continued from Vol. V. p. 86.)

inted
Aryorp ENGELBERT VAN DEN DBromx,' appointe
predikant for the East Indies on the 4th October 1790, was
at Gtalle in 1792, Amboina 1807 and died in 1508.

H. . van pEN Brorex, predikant at Matara 1782.

JOHANNES VAN DEN BROCK, a casties, a student at the
Ceylon Seminary, was sent in 1747 to the Netherlands anfl
" entered as theological student at Utrecht, having come with
a certificate from Colomho (attested on the 21st Decembe;‘
1746, by the Rev. H. Saakens . . . . . . . . . .
}fe iarrjgived at Utrecht on the 27th September 1748 and
resided in Korte Janisstraat. Fis conduct at Utrecht was
unsatisfactory and he achieved nothing.

S1GreEERT ABRAHAMS VAN BRONSVELD, was born ab .

olombo in Ceylon in 1723. Hducated in the. Ceylon
geminary, he c}(rjntinued hie studies at Leyden and was
admitted into the States College on the 22nd September 1744,
On the 26th June 1746 he propounded in public a phﬂ?-
sophical and theological thesis based on Romans V.v 12.
On the 4th September 1747 he was appointed proponent
" and on the 12th December of the same year he JOlngd the
Indian ministry. Having refurned to India in 1748 he "?1&8
immediately given charge of Malacca, and in 1748 he paic 3
visit to Tranquebaar. During the most imnportant penod
of his ministry he served at Galle 1758 and at Colombo an
the neighbouring stations 1748—1753. For a time he
preached at Coromandel in 1762 and shortly afterwards was
appointed Rector of the Colombo Seminary. He ussd 1to
preach in Duteh, Tamil and Singalese. e published the
Psalms in Portuguese—a translation’ of facobus op den
Akker. He was also instrumental in the publication of a
" Tamil translation of the Holy Scl."_ipymes.1 ‘There is also
extant * A compenduim of the Christian Faith, translated
into Tamil,” printed at Colombo by J. B. Arnhardt in 1754
and now rare. He was married and died in Colombo in
1769. He used to complain of the apathy of the Huropean
predikants of his time.

a
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CORNELIUS DE Buck, or Bucq, proceeded from the
fatherland to the Indies in 1723 and died in 1725 at Colombo
where he was predikant.

JorANNES BUINING or Buninck loft Batavia in May 1711
for Ceylon and was appointed predikant at J affnapatam in
the folowing year in place of the Rev. de Vries. In 1715
he wag, owing to short-sightedness, assisted in the ministry
by Adolf Kramer, proponent, and in the years 1717 and 1718
his case became so hopeless that he eonld no longer preach
and gave over his duties entirely to proponent Kramer. In
1723 he was still living at Jaffna, Whether or not be

=" returned home is not known.

JaxoBus vaN BUREN was bhorn at Utrecht and studied
there. Ile came to the Indies in March 1667 and was on
the 18th July appointed to the ministry at Galle. In 1668
he was predikant at Colombo and was an assessor at the
great Synod in Ceylon. Owing to his ill-treatment of a
slave, who died, he was in 1676 transferred to Ternate where
he and most of his children died.

Bexyamin CABRaALs or Cabralsch, a Singalese, left the
Ceylon Seminary in 1747 to study at the University of
Utrecht. He brought with him his certificate, attested on
the 21st December 1746 by the Rev. H. Saakens. He
handed it in to the Consistory of the University town on

. the 27th September 1748. He appears to have died without

completing his studies and to have resided in the Korte
Janstraat.

Cornernrus CaLTus was a proponent and had applied
to serve as a Chaplain of the Fleet under de Ruyter on the
1st June 1654 : he left the Netherlands for Batavia as a
predikant in 1661 and in' the same year roceived an
appointment at Manaar.

Curisriaxy Cane,® proponent to the Dutch congregation

~at Colombo in 1799, The Colombho ‘Consistory on the 14th

January 1791 sent a requisition to the Classis of Amsterdam
to promote him to the ministry, whereupon he was
forthwith examined and sranted permission to administer
the Holy Sacrament. He displayed great zeal in the
ministry which he served for 11 years and was acceptable
to his congregation. In 1802 he was still living in Colombae.
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i ‘atharine Bosch, who was born at Amsterdam
gietll?: mlﬂl‘;t% (1;)1‘(01;11;};2 1747 3cmd_ died at Colombo oln the
4th July 1789. On her grave is inscribed the following
couplet :

“ Op Jesus vaste fondament,
“ Haar hoop alleen was heen gewent.”

FrupBrICK oM ELLTE," d proponent
Feupericxk Wrinnen Oarmrnoe,” appointed p :
in 1783 at Amsterdam, went to Ceylon and stayed at
Point-de-Galle from 1734 fo 1790,

Notes on the “ Dutch Predikants of Ceylon.”
By Mg F. H. pr Vos.

1 Ar out) Engelbert van den Broeck Wwas bapbized at
A?(T}zgll(cjlln%(i:?%ol J)ﬂ‘nuzg-y 1759 being the son of Jupt. Johmwwg
own den Broeel and Hngelberia Plantina de Momf Elrl‘]d
grandgon of Arnoud wan dern Broeck of ‘Nelsheck_kant
3:( i Fernondez, Johannes vare den Broeck, i)l"xe prg}(h ‘zm L,
baptized ab Negombo July 1727 was h::ﬂk-b:zot et ZO
Cupt. von den Broeck, being the son of Arnou z)'ucm dlem
Broeck by his second wile Christing Mawie de Rade.

Lt sperdam 20 March 1745 and
2 stinan Camp was born at Amster d.b.m 2 :
O;gib;d ab Golﬂm%jm, 17 Augusy 1805, His son Johonnes C.'wmp,.
also of Amsterdam, an assistent in 'huhe Dutch s_ervwe"a.h
(;‘Giombo, married there, 4 October 1795, Susanna Margaritic
von Hagt,

¢ He married (1) Cornelia de dlvis szl (2 at., Galle 1805
Johanne Henrico Mommeyer widow of Capt. Blem.
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A BURGHER “CENSUS.”
( Communicated.)

It would be a substantial gain to our community if the
total number of those who belong to it could he ascertained

- with some approach to exactness. The task will he a

difficult one, but not so difficult as it appears. A regular
“Census” is not, of course, to be thought of; but a
voluntary enumeration, carried ont as carefully as the
circumstances will allow, can be done inexpensively and
without more trouble than a loyal Burgher may be expected
to give. A central Comraittee is necessaty, to whom reports
should be sent, and enumerators will be found in every
town and village. Burgher families are well-known,
wherever they may happen to be, and all that is primarily
required is the number of Burghers of each sex.

-Meanwhile, an attempt might be made to arrive at a
fair estimate {rom such sources as we have at command,
The following considerations are offered with some
reluctance, and may posgibly be dismissed as amateurigh
and fanciful by those who are betier informed and have
aceess to published records ; but they will serve as a basis
for criticism and research,

- @) Bertolacci was a Corsican who accompanied the
Honourable Frederic North to Ceylon as his Secretary, and
afterwards held various offices in the Ceylon Civil Service.
He estimates that in 1816 the Burghers were not more than
5,000 or 6,000 in number, while the total population of
Ceylon was not more than 1,500,000. The total population
of Ceylon, according to the Census of 1011, was 4,110,367 or
2:74 times that of 1816. At the same rate of increase, the
Burghers should now be 6,000 x 274 or 16,440,

Bub among “Burghers” Bertolacei courageously
includes (1) the children of Sinhalese and Tamils who have
become Christians and -have assumed European dress, (2)
“those who are called Portugnese,” and (3) the descendants
of freed slaves,—=while he scrupulously  excludes the
descendants of Europeans who are Lnglish. Tf we estimate
these three classes at no more than 2,500 there should
now' be no more than 8,500 x 274 or 9,590 Burghers in
Ceylon,







