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THE DUTCH GOVERNORS OF CEYLON. 

K Y C K L O F F VAN G O E N S . 

1G63—1675. 

[This article was written by the late Mr„ R. G. Anthonisz, and was evidently 
intended by him to form the basis of one of the chapters in Vol. II of his 
work on "The Dutch in Ceylon." As there is no likelihood of this 
volume making its appearance in the near future, we have obtained 
the permission of Mr. Anthonisz's relatives to publish from time to time 
in the JOURNAL such o£ the chapters as are in a sufficiently advanced 
form until enough material is available to form a separate volume.—ED.] 

Eycklofl:' van Goens who sueceedod Van der Meyden looms 
large in the sphere of the Dutch East India Company during the 
latter half of the 17feh century, Ceylon had bub a small share in 
his activities, which embraced the whole tract of tho Company's 
operations from the Cape of Good Hope to the furthest limit of its 
authority in tho East . He was born at Bees in the Dukedom of 
Cleves in 1619, and came out to the East with his parents when only 
a lad of nine years. He has been appropriately called a " Child of 
the Company." His father Volckert Boickes van Goons1, the cadet 
of an old Eriesland family, was a cornet of a company of cuirassiers 
in the service of tho States General, when he was prevailed upon by 
a younger brother, who had made his fortune in the east, to go out 
and better his prospects in Batavia. So ho took service in tho 
Dutch East India Company and obtained the command of a com­
pany of military in Batavia, bub died a month after his arrival. 
His wife only survived him a year. Thus Ryckloff van Goens, at 
eleven years of age, found himself an orphan in a strange land, with 
no fortune and only his trust in Providence to sustain him. His 


