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Professor Thorold Eogers, the author of " H o l l a n d " in " T h e 
Story of the Nations " series, says of the Dutch : 

"Tho debt which civilisation and liberty owe to these people 
is greater than that which is due to any other race, however little 
it may be known and acknowledged". 

' They m a | o mistakes, but they made fewer than their 
neighbours made. The benefits which they conferred wore incom
parably greator than the errors which they committed". 

This is a generous tribute from an Englishman and a scholar, 
trained to sift the value of historical evidence. 

Eroudo in his " O e e a n a " says, " B e t t e r colonists or more 
successful did not exist than the Dutch". 

But the Dutch have not always been so fortunate at tho hands 
of writers of English books. 

Leaving out of consideration the writers, whose superficial 
knowledge or obvious prejudice does not qualify them for fcho task 
of writing history, we oomo to thoso who may be described as tho 
standard writers on Ceylon, of whom Tennenb is a type. 

Many of these writers have the somewhat common frailty of 
traducing their national rivals, in the belief that thereby they are 
rendering national service. I t would bo woll if such writers 
realised that historical research is a continuous process, and that 
nothing can find a permanent place in history but the truth. 

:[: A lecture delivered by Mr. K. H. Vanderwall at the D. B. U. Hall on 
Itith August, 1932. 


