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EENDRACHT MAAKT MACHT. 
B Y D B . H. rj. L K E M B R U G G E N . 

The 18th January 1908 is a memorable date for us Dutch Bur­
ghers, because on this day the General Inaugural Meeting of the 
Batch Burgher Union of Ceylon was held at the Pettah Library 
Hall with Dr. W. G. VanDort as Chairman. 

The Constitution of the Union was submitted to the meeting 
and duly accepted, and the Hon. Mr. F. C. Loos, M. L. C , was 
elected the first President of the Union, with Mr. R. G. Anfchonisjs 
as Secretary, and Mr. Sam de Hear as Treasurer. 

On the 18th of January this year, 1933, the D. B. U. celebrates 
its twenty-fifth Anniversary, with grateful thanks to God, Who has 
led us through these stormy years to the first quarter century beacon 
on our course. 

De Zilveren Bruiloft, the Silver Wedding, is an eminently Dutch 
institution, and to-day we celebrate the Silver Wedding of our 
Union, the Union of all those who have been drawn together by a 
common bond of tradition and sentiment, and united by ties of 
mutual interest and relationship, for the purpose of promoting the 
common welfare. 

It is the custom on these occasions to preface the rejoicings by 
a service of thanksgiving, and by a retrospect of the joys and the 
sorrows and tho gains and losses of the years that have passed. I t 
may not be without profit for us to count our blessings, to see what 
we have achieved, and wherein we have failed. 

How much we owa of our stability to-day to the prophetic 
vision, the burning zeal and the steadfast perseverance of .the 
founders, the lato Mr. R. G, Anthonisz and his helpers, the future 


