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MAJOR T. W. ROGERS.

By J. B. TOUsSAINT.

- In the year 1824. there arrived in Ceylon a young man who
C‘wag destined not only to rise to high distinction as a civil and

military officer, but also to achieve fame in a new sphere of
“activity as the largest slayer of wild elephants in Ceylon. This
" was Thomas William Rogers, who joined the Ceylon Rifle Regi-
ment ag Second Lieutenant, and in the course of time rose to
be Major, which rank he held, in coniunction with his civil
appointments, until his widely lamented death in 1845 under the
most tragic cirenmstances.

= There is very little on record as to the very early days of
" Rogers' caveer in Ceylon. He came out in 1824 in the same
- .ship which brought Albert Watson, who afterwards ross to be
" Lieut.-Colonel, and who, as Capt. Watson, came into much pro-
minehee in connection with cerfiain incidents which marked the.
~guppression of the Kandyan rebellion of 1848. Rogers was
“glosely associated with Major Skinner, the great road wmaker of
Ceylon, who left behind a reputation for integrity and close
application to duty which has never been equalled, before ox
gince, by any officer in Ceylon, Coming, therefore as Rogers
did, into close contact with Skinner, it is not surprising that he
should have exhibited some of the great qﬁalitieé which marked
“his distinguished friend.

© At the time of which we write, they hoth held the rank of
Lieutenant, Skinner being the senior. Those weré the days
‘when commissions in the Army could be bought, and as Skinner
hnd not the necessary wherewithal to purchase hiz dommission
as Captain, his friend Rogers was promoted over him. “ 1 never






