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MAJOR T. W. ROGERS. 
BY J. B. TOUSSAINT. 

In the year 1824 there arrived in Ceylon a young man who 
was destined not only to rise to high distinction as a civil and 
military officer, but also to achieve fame in a new sphere of 
activity as the largest slayer of wild elephants in Ceylon. This 
was Thomas William Rogers, who joined the Ceylon Rifle Eegi-
ment as Second Lieutenant, and in the course of time rose to 
be Major, which rank he held, in conjunction with his civil 
appointments, until his widely lamented death in 1845 under the 
most tragic circumstances. 

There is very little on record as to the vei*y early days of 
Eogers' career, in Ceylon. He came out in 1824 in the same 
ship which. brought Albert Watson, who afterwards rose to be 
Lieut.-Colonel, and who, as Capt. Watson, came into much pro­
minence in connection with certain incidents which marked the,, 
suppression of the Kandyan rebellion of 1848. Rogers was 
closely associated with Major Skinner, the great road maker of 
Ceylon, who left behind a reputation for integrity and close 
application to duty which has never been equalled, before or 
since, by any officer in Ceylon. Coming, therefore as Rogers 
did, into close contact with Skinner, it is not surprising that he 
should have exhibited some of the great qualities which marked 
his distinguished friend. 

At the time of which we write, they both held the rank of 
Lieutenant, Skinner being the senior. Those were the days 
when commissions in the Army could be bought, and as Skinner 
had not the necessary wherewithal to purchase his dommission 
as Captain, his friend Rogers was promoted over him, " I never 
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regre t ted it or envied h im his good f o r t u n e " says his large-
hea r t ed friend in his Autobiography. " W e , i .e., his b ro ther 
officers and friends, were very fond and just ly proud of him. A 
nobler fellow, a finer soldier, or a t r ue r friend could hardly be 
imagined." This was high praise indeed, coming as it did from 
one who united in his own person all t he qualit ies t h a t go to t he 
making of a great and good man . . 

This admira t ion for Rogers, which was so feelingly expressed 
by Skinner, was shared even by men in high places. Sir Robert 
Wi lmot - I io r ton , t he Governor, was one day speculating on wha t 
would be t h e resul t of beginning life anew, wi th his matured 
knowledge of t h e world, and t h e privilege of personat ing any 
charac te r he had m e t in his life. H e was himself a most able 
and accomplished man, and to t h e surprise oE his heare rs he 
declared t h a t if it wore possible to adopt ano ther ' s identi ty, t h a t 
of Captain Rogers was t he one he would select of all t he men 
he had ever known. Major Skinner, who rela tes th i s incident, 
adds :—" This was a grand compliment, and as high a t r ibu te to 
my friend as one man could pay ano the r . " 

As regards Rogers ' personal appearance, he is described by 
one who knew him in t imate ly as being of very powerful build, 
about twelve stone in weight, and very active. H e was quiet 
and unassuming in his demeanour, and the re was a peculiar 
gentleness in h im which one does not usually associate wi th a 
person bred t o t h e profession of a rms . Th is is borne out by 
Lieut . J . W Grylls, t he au tho r of " The Outs ta t ion , or J a u n t s in 
t h e Jungle " who served under Rogers. H e describes h im as 
being " one of t h e most excellent men t h a t ever lived, whose 
exceedingly polished and unassuming manne r s would ra the r 
indicate h im the destroyer of fourtoon hundred h e a r t s t h a n the 
same number of e lephants . " 

I t is probable t h a t t he first two or t h r e e years of Rogers' 
service were spent in Colombo, for we find h im officiating as 
Adjutant of his Regiment in 1825. H e visited England two 
years later , for wha t purpose it is not known, and on his i*etura 
was promoted to t he rank of Captain. I n 1828 ho was appointed 
Commandan t of Alupota, or " Al ipoo t" as t he p l a c e ' w a s then 
known. This was one of t he mil i tary posts which the Bri t ish 
established a t var ious s t rategic points in t h e hill count ry after 
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the conquest of t h e Kandyan kingdom in 1815. Alupota, which 
is s i tua ted a t a dis tance of eight miles from Passara , was t he 
principal mi l i tary s ta t ion in Lower Uva.. Dr. J o h n Davy, who 
was in medical charge of tho troops from 1810 to 1820, visited 
t he s ta t ion in t h e course of h is duties, and the following des­
cription of t h e place Is from his pen ;—" The post is s i tua ted on 
a hill, in a p r e t t y populous neighbourhood. On one side it has 
a view of t he lofty moun ta in chain of which Namina-cooli-kandy 
is t h e s u m m i t ; and on t h e other , of t h e wooded hills and flats 
of t he low-country. I t s cl imate, like t h a t of Naland£, in i t s 
na tu re , par takes more of t he cl imate of tho plains t h a n of t he 
mounta ins , both in point of comparat ive t empera tu re and 
salubri ty." 

Rogers was s ta t ioned at Alupota from 1828 to 1833. At 
t h a t t imo t h e island was divided into five Provinces only, viz,, 
Nor the rn , Southern , Eas t e rn , Wes t e rn and Contral . The South­
ern Province took in a pa r t of tho present Province of Uva, and 
the Centra l Province t h e o the r x>art. Alupota fell wi th in t h e 
area comprising t h e Southern Province. I t was tho head­
quar ters of an officer who discharged t h e three-fold duties of 
Assis tant Government Agent, Commandant , and Distr ic t Judge. 

I t was while serving in th i s d is tant outpost t h a t Rogers 
made his first acquain tance wi th t h e elephant . The Badulla 
Distr ict , as indeed t h e whole island, was over-run by herds of 
wild e lephants , whose depredat ions caused considerable damage 
to t he crops of tho x>oor villagers, and often resul ted in loss of 
life among them. L ieu tenan t De B u t t s in his " Rambles in 
Ceylon," wri t ing on th is subject, says :—The Distr ic t around has 
always been famed for t he mul t i tude of e lephants t h a t in 
numerous herds wander over it and t h e adjacent Province of 
Binteime. They chiefly abound in t he neighbourhood oE Alipoot, 
the most advanced post in th i s direction, where the re is a small 
military de tachment . I t is not unusual to see t en or t w e n t y 
elephants, followed by the i r young, in t h e same herd." 

Miss C. F . Gordon d i m m i n g , in her book " Two Happy 
years in Ceylon " pa in t s a similar picture of t he conditions which 
prevailed in t h e jungle d is t r ic ts in those early days. Speaking 
of Bat t ica loa she says :—" In these days when spor tsmen have 
to pay t en rupees for a special license for each separate e lephant 


