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NOLAN OF DELFT
By B H.V

‘Had Captain Bdward Nolan lived in the age of ministrelsy, the
ring episodes of his romantic life would have been immortal-
_in song. DBub albhough the curbain rang down on his Ceylon
er only a littlse mora than a cenfury ago, a tmasg of mybh and
id has already gathered round his namae.

~The island of Deltt on which this remarkeble man stamped
personslity was known in the days of the Porbugnese as * Ihlo
Lavallos,” from the fact that it was e famous horse-breeding
blishment. This remunerative business was continued by the
foh and later by the Tnglish, bub it was subject to the vieissi-
65 of commercial enterprise and was finally abandoned in

lhe bhorso-breeding establishment in the days of the Duteh
ho Wild Wast mebhods of expture by means of the lasso ave

hed by J. Q. Wolf, {rom whaose work the {ollowing extracts
ken ;

'_Thay have horsns heve of an excallent Avabian race; and o
for breeding them in, not inferior to any in the world.”

‘The Duteh bake these horses for their own use, just as they
“them : besides whish, they sell a great number yearly atb a
fair, which is Leld tho day after that of the elephants. Nob
is sold under a hundred dollars; and this price muss he
a6 nll events, aven if some of the horses are to he shot for
rder to lessen the mumber. And if anybody chooses to pick

orso for himself, he must then pay one hundred and fitby
{or each.
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‘ “These animaly, a3 has been mentionsd befors, race wild on

the islands, and mush be caught avary time that they are wantad; »

task which i perfortmed wibh tlie greatest ease; as they have here

likawiso a korahl, which is civeular and fenced round with sfones.
Into this the horges are driven: and as scon as the purchaser has

pitebed on any one in particular, soms of the natives, who make it
their business, divectly sek off after hir, full speed, with rapes mads
info & nooge, which are eight fathoms in length, and of the bhick-

_ness of & man’s finger : this they contrive to throw about one of his

hind legs whilst he is on the full gallop, and thus make sure of
hia: or if they cannok geb ub him in this manner, they race him

iill be is guite wenry. One cannot see this manoeuvre practized
without the greabest astonishment; for these horse-catchers are
g0 well trained up to the practice, that they never fail. They teach
their children this arb upon o man : and I have had it tried upon

mygelf, I had only to say, on which arm or oot I chose. 4o have
the rope thrown, while I wag running as {ast as [ was able a.nd it
wag done,” :

It wag bo tbis island, famous for this practical applisation of ;
“hand and oye braining,” which bakes so impotbant & place in 3
mwodern edueational methods, that Nolan was appointed in 1811 as
Buperintendent, Sithing Magisbrabe, and Fiscel for the Provines of J
Delfl, offices in which he was confirmed on June 8, 1814,  His re- ‘? _
cord of mervies began with his being gazetted a Second Lieufenans i
of the 4th Ueylan Regiment on Octoher §, 1810. He was Com- |
meandant of Jaltura, January 1, 1811, and was promoted Fiest ]
Lieutenant, SBepfember 25, 1811, ‘ y

It is inberesting bto record the fack, on the anthoriby of Sir|
Willinm Twynam, that the Captain Nolan who carried the orde
for the ever-memorable charge of the Light Brigade at Balaclavs
was nephew of Nolan of Delft,

The fonces in Delft, which are made of loozely filled eora
stones sirengthened by paliwyrah branches, werg devised by Nola
on the model of the stone walls of hia birthplace, County Galwa
in the west of Ireland.

By a curious coincidencs, Messrs, R. W. JTevars and J..
Lewis, who ab a later period administered the island of Deifs, s
Goveroment Agents of the Northern Provinee, claim t‘.he game pa
of the Hmerald Isle as Lhen: birthplace,
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leagant grounds attached to this Residency there still is bhe his-
orie dove-cot built of coral stones to provide eighty compartmenta
or nosting birds.

The sea-air, the praceful palms, and the sofb cocing of doves
urnished & sefting of languor wnd vepose. Men journeyed

uch a people the patriarchal form of Government is best suited, -
nd Nolan was the father of his peopla. Mo his will, that was law,
here was unguestioning obedienss. : _
‘He had one ouksbanding weakoess, an admiration for the softer -
ox, which tradition says was on a scale comparable with that of
{ing Solomon. But, apart [rom this {ailing, Nolan was a just and
wisa ruler, who looked alter the health and weltare of hig people,
asod ander whose mild despotism they prospered and were well con-
“tent: -In fimes of famine he accapted the responmblhﬁy of feedmg -
~the people at his:own expense.
: " The dry ditch which we find to-day near tha old Portuguese
“fort igknown as Nolan's eanal, Itis connected with several lagoons,
“and the sbory goes that Nolan nged to go by boal to the horse en-
clogtire, 3% miles distant, on the other side of the island, .
' In the days of Nolan, the cultivation of hemp was thought to |
~be so important that it was infroduced info Delft, and Nolan was
appointed to superintend it, '
Nolan also held a commission to experiment on the soil of

ganyas.
- A pau pmlmm1 of Nolan doscmbes him as ' very big, broad and
: mn with brown hair, grey eyes, a skin as white as milk, and he
looked at you in such a way that women all van away when they .-

that he always wore a black top-hat, which added to his appear-
ance and dignity.

Ik may be thab Nolan's strick performance of his dubies as a
Magistrate mads him unpopular with the hesdman, - Bub the day
.came when the Maniagar led a great petition against him to the
Government, alleging that hig el Weaknesa had fed o wmuch op-
pression u.nd injustica.

'..'Nolam sombined his residence and office in the present Govern- - i
ment bungalow, which dates from the days of the Duteh. In the =

hrough life with unhurrying fest and lived to a great old age. Tor .

“Delft with o view to improviog the eultivation of Fax in Ceylon, .
to prepare it in the Buropean manner and to manufactwrs it into o

saw bim ¢oming.” To complete the picture, it should be added ..
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The charges in tha petition could not be proved, the ladies re-
forrad to in it being conspicuously absent, and Nolan was absolved
of all blame, whereupon he charged the pebitioners with conspiracy,
and the six leaders wero eommitted for trial by the Suprems Court.
I was howaver cloar to the Government that a change of adminis-
" tration in this remote island was desirable. Accordingly Nolan rotired
on January 1, 1826, aad rofurned to Ireland, where he died in 1840.

One of the stories thab have grown round his name is that as
s punishment for oppressing the phopla he was romoved and sent fo
an island where there was no water. It was o picture that would
make a special appeal o the inhabitants of the drought-siricken
island of Delft. As a mabter of fact, Ircland to which he went
is generously supplied with water,

To-day, the name of Nolan survives as a distingbive clan
among tho people of Delft, many of whoin have migeated to the
Jatfna Peninsula and elsewhare,

A dark-gkinned labourer whom I met some years ago at Jaffna,
informed me with what appeared to be justiliable pride that be be-
fonged to the Nolan clan. Otbers of bthis numerous clan, with
or without the distinetive grey eyes, continue to boast of the Nolan
blood which courses in their veins,



mm‘uu BURGHER UNION 5

SEVENTY-FIVE YEARS AGO.
~ In the yonr 1859 was publigshed the first issue of an Annual
:i_iuw well known as ** Ferguson’s Ceylon Directory,” and the publi-
oation started in this way. The * Ceylon Examiner” had been
publishing ‘‘ really useful Diaries” yonr by year, bub in 1868
-whnounced that the publication would ceass.. Thereupon, fha
* Ceylon Observer ” bagan to propara 2 Common Place Book, which
was o supply bhe void created. Ag tha preparation wenb on, it was
found necessary to supplement the Comwmaen Place Book with a
Plantefion Gavetteer, and hobh parts wera isened with the follow-
ing inseription on the titlo pags: " Coylon Summary of Useful Ia-
formation and Plantation Gazebteor ; for 1859, Compiled by A, M.
Berguson, Rditor of the Colombo Observer. Printed at the Observer
Tress 1859.”
= Tha Summary of useful information, described as a ** Com-
panlon to the Common Place Book ' conaisfis of 216 small pages :
he Plantation Gazebbeer takes 250. (One cannot help feeling thaf
;ha mpin inteabion of the book was to give as full ao sceount as
poamble of the Planting Industry of Coeylon ; which it doss. Wa in
* day may be ag grateful for the inlormabion given here as the
niers of geventy-five yeara ngo must have been. ‘
. The limits of oueh planting distriet were defined by the Plant-
" Aesociabion in 1866. There wore twanty-nine distriots in all,
ih coflaa aa tha chiof produat. We have Maturata, Kadugannava,
ss;l&wa, S‘Lif!:aaga.m, &a.  Bach of those districts iz well deseribed,
4 the porgonal and bopographical debails wre full of interest,
rata bad ten estabes ab firsh, one of them named Bariholomenz,
uller list, however, names it Marigold (New and Old}, Tamil
ne Mousagolla, Proprietor Bartholomeuz, Anobher esbate in this
kriet was' Cubragalla, which the Tamil called Moonoo Manny
m, carafuliy franalated by the compiler, '3 o'clock HNstato!*’
Doombera district had among its nine estatos the twoe Raja-
llag, Ambecotta, and Palikelle, associated in old times with the
8 of Robert Boyd Tytlar, Rajawella has more than one claim -
distinotion. Tt was opened in 1835 by Mr. (George Turnour,—
cholar, presumably, to whom Ceylon history owes so much ; it
tha object of a heavy lawsuit in which the old Oriental Bank -
pru.tion wasg concerned ; and it contained the famous Wabar-
kg, by which water was drawn up 400 feat to water tha coffee
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plants. This Jast was Mr, Tybler's own idea, and the new irrigation
works wera regarded as ona of the modsrn marvels of Ceylon,
There iz a detailed ‘deseription of these watorworks in $his hook,
as weoll as a discussion of schemes for irrigating the Doombera
Valley, all writben by Mr. Tyiler himself. Thefts of colfee were
‘nob infrequent, and Mr. Tytler recalls the substance of Sir
Anthony Oliphant's remarks in sentencing an offender :— ' Any
money or property of your own yon may possess you bury under
' you.f pillow, and go to sleep upon i, so that no thieves have a

chance of getting it from under such protection—but these CGlentle-

men grow their hundreds ol acres of coffes in exposed places, where
"there can he no profection bub the law, and it is the duty of those
charged with the administration of the law to make all such as
yourzelves know that the law will profeet them."

Badulla, Galle, Kurnegalle, and Matelle are names of coffes
- digbriebs, but pot Kandy. The eapital of the Cenfral Pro- -
vinee is included in the distriet of Hanbavne, 8o named from ths
" mountain which towers 2,700 feet abova the basin in which the
Ctown is situated. Near it is the hill called “Mutton Button,”a -
corruption of Matting Pattinn, with the coifee of Fairieland estabe ;
- planted bo its gammit. In this district was an excellent sugar estute

the only ons in the Central Province. Badulla district was so large

" that the Planters’ Association left its boundaries undefined ;
but 16 lacked an “outlet ” by which its Rourishing coffee could
- be despatehed to a port of shipment. “So low, in fact, had it
‘gunk after the froublous timeg of *48, that any unfortunate Planter "
-in wanb of money, presenting himseli before a Colombo advancing

Agent, and naming Badulla as his locality, would have succeeded
as well had he said his Fatate was in Tartary-—the South Sea .

. Islands, or in Nova Zembls. The Agent, with a sardonio smile, -
~ would have eyed him up and down, and wondered whebher tha ;.
moon was about full 1 It is pleasant to think that times have *
changed since. Lower Hewahette was considered by its inhabi-
tanta to be the most civilized district in the country, “and many

point with pride to the number of the rising generation being seen -

shout the walks in Ayah's arms, in perambulators, on ponies, or -
‘pickaback,” and every other possible and impossible means of
. locomotion.” Upper Hewahotle was asked by the compiler of the ¢

" hook to state what were the urgent wants of the distriet, “Wives,” =
-was the reply.
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Kaduganava districh is of the highest historioal interest in.
regard to coffee-planting, for it ineluded CGlampola, where the firgh

Foglish attempt was made to cullivate tha plant. Major Bird suli-

plied tho compiler with an account of this attempt which has ovi-

dently baon the authority for all subsequent accounts that bave ap-

peared in Ceylon books. Welearn from this that the first Coffee est-

ate in Coylon was opened io the Kaduganava distriet, which ineluded
Gampola. Mr. Goorge Bird accompanied his brother, Colonel Bird

of the 166h Regiment and Commandanb of Kandy to Caylon in 1823.

They decided on tha cultivabion of coffes, und the valley of Gampela

was seleoted for the purpose. Tiand was granted by the Governor.

r James Campbell was then Lieutenant-Giovernor, but Sir Bdward

‘Barnes confirmed the grant. * Thus commenced that oualtivation

the site of two Ancient Kandyan Palaces, Royal lands (Singapetia.
d Weyangwabta)—which has been of such importance in the.
bsequent hiskory of our Island.”

" Two other estates, at (Ganga Oruwa and Matells, wera alsa
oned oub. Bub the attempt proved unprofibable, partly owing to
the mode of cualtivation,” and partly to the prolective duties in
vour of the Wast Indies. Colonel Bird died of cholers in 1829,
d Mr. George Bird removed first o Kondasally, and then to
mboolpitiya. He died in Kandy on the 1lst Mareh 1857. The
ampola estate was sold in 1846 to Messrs, Hludson Chandler and
0., who intended to male it ‘' a grazing farm for horses and
thle, adding to it the cultivation of sugar. But the firm failed
the orisis of 1848, and the esbabte revorted to the Bird fu.mlly, ‘
ho again turned it inbo a colfee estute,

Of anobher coffes estate in thig distric the compiler of the
azebbeer writes that it “ cannob fail to attract the attention of the
aveller as he approaches Kandy, occupying as it does the plage of
18 tall and umbrageous forest which, within our recollection,

arnes and the ewngineering skill of Dawson carried the grent road
yor which Coaches and Carts laden with passengers and produce
ow daily run, and up which, ere long, the Railway is expected to

'One may judge from the extracts given how useful, as well as.
nteresting, this little volume can be to those who wish to study the
opography of the Island, Bub we must leave the Planting districts,

eiled some of the terrors of the giddy Pass up which the energy of = .
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and furn our attention to the general condition of the Ysland as it
was seventy-five yvears ago.

Tha * Astrenomical Phenomena " on the first page of the bool
invites n pause for examination. The * Era of the Creation” is
given ns B8G1, which is Archbishop Ussher’s 400441859 less 2.
The differonice of 2 requires goms explanation. The Governmans
holidays are 13 in all, two for Tagter threa for Christmas, and one
ench for New Year's day, Ash Wednesday, Good Friday, Queen's
" Birthday, Asconsion Day, Queen’s Coronation, Prince Consort’s
Birthday, (35 Angust), and the Prince of Wales's Birthday. To
. these must be added a "' Singhalese ™ holiday,—" the scason of the
New-year which commences April 11th and always at the times of
New or Full Moon whep thers is o holiday at all,”” The Bank holi-
days ate only three—New Year's day, Good Friday, Christmas
‘Day. f : .
. The Governor of Ceylon was Sir Henry Ward, and Major-

"General H. . Lockyer commanded the Worces. Bir C. J. Mae-
Carthy was Colonial Secretary, Mr. H. B. Thomson Queen's
Advoeate, Mr J. Cuulfiald Prensurer, and Mr. W, O. Gibson Auditor-
Genoral. Thesa formed the Bxecutive Council, and with tha
Government Agents of the Woestern and Central Provineces, the
Sﬂrveyor Goneral and the Collector of Customs, were tha offieial
members of the Legislative Council. The unofficial members of
tha latter Couneil wore Messrs, J, C. Dias, 8. Hderimanesingem,
- G, A, Loveng, G, Wall, and Msjor H. C. Bird. As the unofficials
- werg to be six in numbar, one nama ig wanting, Thore is an odd
“N.B.” to the printed summary of Rules:—'* Although the
‘Glavernor alona ean bring in Bills, yot any member may submit ‘a

. projeet of a law’.”

: There were two Banks—the Oriental Bank Corporation, and
" the Chartored Mercantile Bank of India, London, and Ching, which
- was sbarted here in 1854 and still flourishes alter eighty years of
Jife., Ifach bank issued its own notes, and Ceylon Government
notes, whieh had long been in use, were infrequent; so also wera

" - the Dufch Kredst Bricven, which tho British had guaranteed fo the

- pxbont of £30,000. Aopcounls wore kept in pounds, shillings, and

penes, bubt * For the convenience of servants Domestic aceounts

" are frequently kept in Rix-dollars, Fanams, Pice and Challies.” The

. rix-dodar had & nominal value of 1s. 64,  The Savings Bank had
- been established in 1632, ‘
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Oue hag to go through & lish of * Principal Public Servants’:
to discover thab the Chief Justice of Ceylon was Sir Qarpenter W.
. Rowe, He was entitled to a Salate of 11 puns on_*unding in the
~Colony, on being sworn in, and on embarking for kingland, So was
“the Bishop of Colombo on lunding and on ombarking, while the
; P_uisné Judges and the memhers of the Exeeubive Council had only
9 guns. The Supreme Courb on civeuit had 11 guns.

Tha courts of law were then much the same as now, bub 2
page of the book is given to ““ Justice of the Peace Courts ™, which
‘ware " held in every Polica Court.” It seems probable that these
Justices are now represented by our Unoflieial Police Magistrates,
The clrenits of the Supreme Court were Midland (including
Colombo, Kandy, Badulla, Dambulla, "Pantura, &e.), Southern
(Caltura to Hambantota), and Northern. In regard to the Matelle
Courh of Requests &e., it is noted " There i3 a good opening for bwo
Procbors at this station.” Of Nuerakalnwiya: It is evident that
the day is not yeot come for logal practitioners to setle in this dis. .
“tant station”; but * Two circumstances exercise & most beneficial
effoct on the people; the firgt, that for the last three years thera

hag nobt been a single tavern in the Disbrict ; the latter, that there

are no resident Proetors.” .

_ The Trado of Ceylon inereased six-fold during the 21 years
" from 1837 to 18567. Coflea export rose from 84,164 ewts, o 602,
. 906 owhs; coeonub oi), ‘' our sseond great Staple” from about
- 400,000 gallons to 1,767,419 gallons. Tven coir increased thresfold
“: jn value. ‘' In proportion has been the benefit to the MNabives of
. Ceylon., Whon tha Fomalo portion of them tako to wearing Tuaro-
pean costuma, they ought to patronize Mr. Treloar's Coir Bonnatg.”
Can anybody tell ug someathing aboub Mr, Treloar and his coir
. Bonnets ?

The population of the Island in 1857 estimated. at 1,730,000, an
‘average ol 70 to the square mile ; but the Western Province, with .
* an aroa losg than one-sixth of the Island, held nearly one-third of
" the population. Tha coffes districts employed 100,000 lahourers
~from Southern India. The lsland was divided into six provinces,
. of which the North-Western had hesn “ recently ** {ormed, and the
" Houthern was the smallest in area. (alle was * the great central
Port of call for Steamers.” The first steamer to anchor at Colombo
came in 1870, so that Galle was greatly faveured. ' The road from
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Galls fo Colombo, 72 miles, pagses almost all the way through a
belt of Coconuta”, and it is valreshing to vead that ** Cionamon
can be seen no where in such perfection 23 in the heanbiful aud well
roaded Cimmamon Gardens of Colambo.”

Tho refercnces o Burghers are interesting, " The ''White’
. population ineluding Military, and including also the * Burghers’ of
all classes seems to be about 6,500.” “ Of the 4,000 Burghers in
‘the Island, the sexes appear to be in equal proportions.”” * Of the
4,000 Burghers, on the other hand, we suppose that more than one

are Roman Catholies-and & fow are Wesleyans and Baptists” The

appearance of a Come}, in the very midst of the constellation of
Furopesn Proprictors comes the nume of Sinne Tamby (Tamil for
* Little Brgther '} a Mahoredan Propristor...... ...The name of the
Superintendent indicates his ' Buegher’ origin.’ Turning to the
constellabion list, we discover that the Superintendent of Sinne
Tamby's estate was Mr. P. Rodrigo.

Tho remarks continnoe :—" Considering their advantages in a
knowledge of tha lunguages and customs of the people, it sesms
surprising that Burghers should go seldom be [ound as Superintend-
ents of Wstates. ‘ Phisiqua’ is wanting in most cases, wo suspech,
and as a natural congequence courage and perseverance are defici-
ant. Favorable exceptions tharve are, however. Themts Mr. do Bond

of Matelle Wost, a first rate Mmmg,ah
' Royal Mail Coachos took passengers in ten or sloven hours to
Kandy or Galle {rom Colombo, and an ordinary Mail Coach {rom

wag £2. 10, 0, and to Negombo 12 Shillings. A single horse Mail

for each passenger, 1% nglish maily wera bronght to Galle by shea-
mers which arrived bwice in each month.

newspapers & half penny, No Hmit of waight is sob for newspapers,
and obviously no limit was needod, as none of them was ag large

1859, tha Inland Tappal rates of pastage were exfonded fio India.
But it took 18 days for a letter to reach Calenttn, 15 days to Bombay,
- & ghilling per hLalf ounce. 'There wag Telegraph eommunication

between Ceylon and India. The Inland charges were according bo

“was taken as 100 miles or any distance less,

next reference appears in the Gazetteer scetion. °* Startling as the’

Colombo to Negombo in three houes. The fare to Kundy or Gulle .

"Couneh ran between Ifornegalle and Ambepusse, charging 15 shillings:

"The postage on letters was a penny per half ounee, ‘and on:

a8 olur newspapers ave now, b is inbsresting to note that even in =

half belong to the Dutech Proshyserian Chureh, while & good many -

and 7 days for Madrag, A letter to Bogland via Southampton cost
- gixpence per half ounce ; via Marseilles 9d. per quarter ounce, and

distances, two shillings for a " single distance.”” A single distance
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BOOKS—HOW AND WHAT TO READ.
By REGNEREB.

a; ,
¢ {(Continued from paga 200 of our las issue).

ing,
ne X . L . ) - N
1. Lhe Modern Untversily is o University of Books " —Carlyle,

WHAT TO READ.

Teb ug in thig third instalment on books briefly soe what we
-uld best read. Aund here wo come to the most difficult stage of
subject. The field is so stupondously oxtensive that one
saggers ab the idea, so illimitable that one i appalled by tha simple
fihoughti of “ what to read ™, Fow vash is our own liorabure, which-
after all iz only a fractional parb of whatli ig techniecally known ag
“ comparative literaturs™, the vitalising factor in inbernational
rodwill, and the fellowship of nations. To know adequabely only
liberature of even our own counlity, our own language, i3 no
all thing, bub we must also know something ab least of the other
‘ratures, obtherwise wa are in the same position as the man who
sravelled only in his own land and never put fool on foreign
and congequently be is least competent o tell us of his own
i, lacking as he doos all standards of comparison. .And therelore
.nehoves the serious student bo acquire some knowledge of forsign
litorature, preferably in the original, though it must bo admitted
thab there iz an abundance ol good translations of the world's besb

boolss. _ ‘ oo
Confining ourselves therelore bo our own likeraturs in Bnglish,
woask ourselves $he ynestion, ' what to vead ' ? Again for answer
lot ug betale ourselves to the great, to the wise ones of yore. Our
friend Samuel Johnson says: ' A man ought to read just as ineli-
nation leads him; lor what he veads as a task will do him little
good.” This fully coineides with my own pergonal views, and pre-
sumably with those of a good few others.  8till we must adinib thab
it is not the best solution to the enigmatic question, ' whut to
vead "'—Tof homines quol senteniine—ehacun a son gout. Let us
fhen encroach again on the generosity of our erudite [riend, Franeis
acon :—'' Bome hooks are tio he tasted, others to he swallowed:
" some few to bs chewed and digested™; cest-a-dire,”’ some
1 are to be read only in parbs; others to be read, bubt not
isly, sad-some law ko be vead whally =2 th dilig )
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atbention ., This indeed is nesvest truth,  Bub wa are sbill within
tha vicious circle-~what~-which are these books ? Well then, here
you are—" Read the best books”—good! profound, wise
papient judge~-a Daniel indeed, bub etill  within the magie r

"' What are the best books 77 Besides, the  Best Books *’ for,
are nob the best books for another—remember the personal eq:
tion. One man's {ood is anobher man's poison.

This is bub ons if nob the principal reason why we consider th
lista of * The Best Hundred Bocks ™ that have been drawn up fron
fime bo time hy well known men ag positively harmlal, il baken a:
of universal application. Btill, ab the same fims, it is guite obvicus
that, ae Ruskin onee wrote, A well-frained gentleman should
know the Literature of his own country, and half a dozen olassics
thoroughly 7. The rest may waib on fime or inclination. The study
of literature rmoreover for educational purposes, {or culbure and ra
finement, is of the greatest value when hased on a knowledge
literary history, and the student, the lover of good books, can
no better than to study st the heginning say the ' Shért Hisbor
Comparative Literature.” by Frederie Loliea.

Of tho best books in Bnglish that must be read by anyone
any prefience to a liberary taste, to mental eulture, or fo intelle:
refinemant, the following must be included ng of universal appro
tion, viz, The Bible—Chaucer's “ Canterbury Tales "—Spenser;
' Paerie Queen "~—most of Shakespeare—Milton’s ** Paradise Lost’
and * Comus ™ at least—Bunyan’s * Pilgrim's. Progress "-—Swilt's
“ Gulliver's Travels ”—Defoe’s ** Robinson Crusce” and * Moli
Planders "—Goldamith's ** Viear of Wakefield "-—Sheridan’s plays
—Byron's "' Childe Hareld "—~Beabt’s “ Marmion” aed “Lady of thae
JLake”-—most of the poems of Wordsworthr, Keabs, Buras, Gray,
- Tennyson: Browning, Swinohurne—Lewe's "' History of Philosophy ”
—Gibbon's ' Decling and Fall of the Roman Bmpire”, The Fssays
. of Addison, Macaulay, Tmmb, and Hazlith, Carlyle’'s “ Past and
Prosent ™ and ' The Prench Revolution”’-—Mill's * Polifical Heo-
nomy "—Boswell's “Life of Joebnson”, Abbott’s “Life of
Napolean ™ and Southay's * Lile of Nelson .

In fiction one may profitably read mosé of the novels of Hield
ng, Seott, Kingslay, Thackeray, Dickens, George Iiliok, Jane Aus
Troliope, Meredith, Hardy, Benson, G. K. Chesterton, B’
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1In foreign literature, Homer, Plutaveh, Vergil, Horaes, Ovid,

ante, Rabelais, Cervantes, Moliere, Montaigne, Goethe, Schiller,

ialzag, ‘ .
" Qf course there are several obher books that must ba read in

rder to avoid the accusation of having an unfurnished chamber. in

ne's mind ; still we have ventured in the above list to mention

nly the minimum of books that must be read, leaving the reader to

ove ab will among the treasures of our fiterature, bearing in mind

he axiom that every book read must ab least generate one neaw

houghf in the mind of the reader. Above all should we have

agbos in eorfain directions, tendencies towards parbicular subjects ;

yshould by all means foster, cultivabe and develop such inclina-

8. Thusif we delight in History, and what betber, lot us waste

% momenhb bub get through thab glorious task, say, with Gibbon.

Tinally rememboer, always keep in wind, nover forgeb, that es-

ly in History and Belance, no book need ba read whoge anthar

swn bto be unworbhy ; in philosophy, none that has nol been

ted by the mass of great thinkers, in religion none whose

w has nob been nofed for sincerity or famed for sanclify; in

wh- 3y hook that is not the work of & writer nofed for his

“han hig sympathy and liberary grace; in poetry none

muched the hieart of a generation abt the least, or

athusiasm of the most cultured ; in fickion, nothing

se eatimation of hovest criticism informed with real

ty to life, true o truth and charm though simplcity

o & itior how widely it has been sold or is being bruited
w8 6t flex”. For even all such sxeluded, shere still remain
1 gufficie ber of really great and enduring works of literature,

sven o our own connfry or language, to oceupy the most insatiable .
‘eader anbil the eurtain is rung down on this mortal lifa, however
ong it may be. Remember too what H. (¢f. Wells says: “In
nture the bagic instrument of instruction will not bs a courss of
actuires, bub a book. The frank recognition of the book, and nob
10 lectuyer, as the substantial basis of instruclion, opons up a large
ad interesting range of possibilities. 14 roleases the proeess of
arning from itg old servitude of place and time.”
And so I conelude as T opened with Carlyle :—"' Tesinn to ba
. 04 readers—which is perhaps a more diffieult thing than you imag-
ine. Learn to be diseriminating in your reading; to vead faith-
tufly, and with your hest attention all kinds of things whiech you
have a real interest in, a real, nob an imaginary one, and whiek you
find to be really fit for what you are engaged in', Tor:—
* How calm and quiet a delight
Is if, alons, -
To read, and medibabe and write,
By none olfended, and offending none.”

{ Concluded), ‘






