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A NARRATIVE OF EVENTS IN
CEYLON IN 1814—1815.

fThere was pablished in England in 1815 a book bearing the title ©* A
Narrative of Events which have recently occurred in the Island of Ceylon.
Written by a gentleman on the spot.”  Dr. Henry Marshall, the author of
the well-known heok on Ceylon, atiributes the anthorship to William Tolfrey,
a member of the Ceylon Civil Scrvice, (1806 1817), who had a distinguished
carecr. He went in 1704 to India where his father resided, and was nomi-
nated an ensign in the 761h Regiment. He served through the Mysore War
and the Mahratta Campaign of 1803, He was promoted to the 74ih Regi-
ment, and was Brigade-Major at the Battle of Assaye. He sold out in 1803,
and the next yvear, when the Regiment was called home, he came to Ceyion
on a visit to his uncle, Samuel Tolirey. After hlling one or {wo minor
appointments, he was in 1811 appointed Assistanl to the Commissioner of
Revenue. Five years later ic succeeded D'Oyly as Chicef Transiator of the
Government. He studied Sanscrit, Pali, Hindustani, and Tamil, and also
revised his knowledge of Greek. ITis chief title tofaine is a translation of 2
part of the Bible into Sinhalese, which has becn deseribed as maost scholarly,
His “ Narrative " is now very scarce, and we feel sure that ifs reproduction
in the JOURNAL will be welcomed by our readers.—En.]

The politieal relationg of tha British Goverrment with the Court
" of Wandy had long been in an undefined and unsettled stale. The
failura of our hostile attempts and the massacre of enr troops in
1803, had left in the mind of the Kandyan ruler an impression of
guperiority, which the partial and feeble incursions made during
the two or three subsequent years, had served rather to augment
than to diminish ; while tha {requent advances towards a friendly
understanding, made by our Government, had been uaniformly re-
~garded as indications of weakness and submission, and bosn met
by persevaring and implacable demonstrations of enmify.

Evident, however, as the hostile dispositicn of the Court of
Kandy waz, a renewal of active operations ob the part of ths
British Government sould scarcely hava heen regarded as a measure
of poliey or prudence, unless urged by circumstances far beyond the
mere consideration of chtaining a more settled state of affairs,
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Experiencs had eonvinesd us how difﬁcult‘..of acomplishmenh. wag
the gubjugation of a counbry, not more defended by its sirong

natural fastnesses, than by the fatal insalubrity of its climafy
until the tyranny of its Government therefore had prepared
way for ibs overthrow, it appearad equally vain and futile to
further hazard the honour of the British arms, or the live
safoty of our soldiers, :

The frequent insurrections which were takmg place in t
Kandyan Country added weight to these cantious considerations.
The oppressions of the tyrant King had long alienated the affeetions,
and in many insbances invited the open rebellion, of his subjects ;
and the period seemed rapidly approaching when the natives of the
interior weore to take up erms in one common cause against their
oppressor, and to solicit the protection of the British Government.

In the month of Mareh, 1814, Eheilapola, the first Adikar, or
Prime Minister of the King of Kandy, and who was also chief of
the provinee ol Saffragam, was summonsd o Kandy to account for
gome real or imaginary offence of whieh he had been guilty. He
was too well convinced of the fate which awaited him ab court
where to be suspectad was in itsslf & crims, to comply with the
demand, and he insbantly prepared for resistance. The whole
population of the provinee flocked to his standard, and a message

wasg sent by him to our gevernment, soliciting agsistance, and

offering the unconditional surrender of his Desgavony, or provinae,
as an appendage to the British crown. The opportunity was o
tempting one; bub it wag resisted by the Governor, who apparently
waited for more decided testimony of the feeling of the Kandian
people than could ba gathered from the ingurrection of a single pro-
vince, and he contented himself therefore with detaching a small
force to the limifs to protect the integrity of our territory, should
either of the hostile parties attempl to invada it. In this measure
of His Exesllency it will be readily acknowledged that thers was
naothing which the most scrupulous advocabb for neubrality eould.
object o, sinee it was assuredly a duby ineumbent on him to pri
tiect the nabtives of hig own government from- heing over-run by
foreign force, or from having their ﬁelc’is and villages made the
seone, of warfare and conbsntion,

It would be diffienlt to mark the nha.t'ac[;er of the King in a
gtronger light than ia exhibited in the steps which he took on the
defsction of the Adikar, The family of this chief, who agreeably
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to the custom of $he court had been detained as hostages for his
good conduet, were instantly singled out by the King as the vietims
of his indiscriminabe revenge, and the cruslties exercizsed on them

- present a dreadful picture of horror and disgust. The mother and
five ehildren, the eldest of whom was a lad of eighteen, and the

youngest an infant abt the breast, were bound and led into the

market placa. The infant was firsh torn from the arms of its mother,
* and its head being severed from iks body, the parent was compslled

to pound i in a morfar. The others were murdered in succession,
the eldest being reserved for the last vietim: and this sceune of

-wantohn and savage bubchery was ctowned by what every fesling

mind will conbemplate as an act of supreme, though unintentional
marey, the sacrifice of the mother herself.

The slairghter of his family appears to have subdued for & time
the natural energy of the Adikar’s character, and to have induced a
torpor of action which was ab this season the ruin of his cause.
Hig followers, disheartened- by the inactivity of their Chief, were
soon routed by the King's troops ; and after an ineffectual resistance
of a few days’ duration, the Adikar fled in to the British territories
and implored an asylum from the Government. -~

The protection he asked, howsver, was afforded in the most
cautious manner, and every measure wag resorted to, which a
Government, serupulous of giving umbrage to a nsighhouring
power, eould have adopted. The pubiic reception which he courted
was refused, and it was nob until he had resided for some fime in
Colombo, that Geuneral Brownrigg accaded to his proposal of being
favoured with the interview at His Hxcellenoy’s counfry-house,

The interest excited on both sides by so extraordinary a2 scene
8 that of a Kundian ohief, who had resided the whole of hig life in
his pabive mountains, presenting himseli befors a British Governor,

~and imploring protection and suecour, may bhe easily imagined.

he forlornness of his condition derives additional eclaimg to
sympathy from the overwhelming force of his domestic afflictions ;
nd these weére claims which, he might well know, would find a
powerful advecate in the breast of that Governor {rom whom he
gsought all the relief and consolation which could yet be atforded
him. He was received with the most distinguished kindness and
respect, and was so affscled with the novelty of hig situation, and
the unwonted kindnese of a superior, thab regardless of the forms of






