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fThcire was published in England in .18x5 a book bearing the t i t l e ' ' A 
Narrat ive of Events which have recently occurred in the Island of Ceylon. 
Writ ten by a gentleman on the spot." .Dr. Henry Marshall, the author of 
the well-known book on Ceylon, attr ibutes 1 he authorship to William Tolfrey, 
a member of the Ceylon Civil Service, {r 8o6 —18 17), who had a distinguished 
career. He went in 1794 to India where his father resided, and was nomi­
nated an ensign in the 76th Regiment. He served through the Mysore War 
and the Mahrat ta Campaign of 1803. He was promoted to the 74th Regi­
ment, and was Brigade-Major at the Battle of Assaye- He sold out in TS05, 
and the next year, when the Regiment was called home, he came to Ceylon 
on a visit to his uncle, Samuel Tolfrey. After filling one or two minor 
appointments, he was in 1811 appointed Assistant to the Commissioner of 
Revenue. Five years later he succeeded D'Oyly as Chief Translator of the 
Government. He studied Sanscrit, Pali, Hindustani, and Tamil, and also 
revised his knowledge of Greek. His chief title to fame is a translation of a 
part of the Bible into Sinhalese, which has been described as most scholarly, 
His " Narrat ive " is now very scarce, and we feel sure tha t its reproduction 
in the JOURNAL will be welcomed by our readers.—ED.] 

The political relations of the British Government with the Court 
of Kandy had long been in an undefined and unsettled state. The 
failure of our hostile attempts and the masaacre of our troops in 
1.803, had left in the mind of the Kandyan ruler an impression of 
superiority, which the partial and feeble incursions made during 
the two or three subsequent years, had served rather to augment 
than to diminish ; while the frequent advances towards a friendly 
understanding, made by our Government, had been uniformly re­
garded as indications of weakness and submission, and bean met 
by persevering and implacable demonstrations of enmity. 

Evident, however, as the hostile disposition of the Court of 
Kandy was, a renewal of active operations on the part of tha 
British Government «ould scarcely have been regarded as a measure 
of policy or prudence, unless urged by circumstances far beyond ihe 
mere consideration of obtaining a more settled state ol affairs. 
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Experience had convinced us how difficult of acomplishment was 
the subjugation of a country, not more defended by its strong 
natural fastnesses, than by the fatal insalubrity of its climal 
until the tyranny of its Government therefore had prepared t 
way for its overthrow, it appeared equally vain and futile to put ■ 
further hazard the honour of the British arms, or the lives a 
safety of our soldiers. 

The frequent insurrections which were taking place in t 
Kandyao Country added weight to these cautious considerations. 
The oppressions of the tyrant King had long alienated the affections, 
and in many instances invited the open rebellion, of his subjects ; 
and the period seemed rapidly approaching when the natives of the 
interior were to take up arms in one common cause against their 
oppressor, and to solicit the protection of the British Government. 

In the month of March, 1814, Eheilapola, the first Adikar, or 
Prime Minister of the King of Kandy, and who was also chief of 
the province of Saffragam, was summoned to Kandy to account for 
some real or imaginary offence of which he had been guilty. H e 
was too well convinced of the fate which awaited him at court 
where to be suspected was in itself a crime, to comply with the 
demand, and he instantly prepared for resistance. The whole 
population of the province flocked to his standard, and a message 
was sent by him to our government, soliciting assistance, and 
offering tbe unconditional-surrender of hia Dessavony, or province, 
as an appendage to the British crown. The opportunity was a 
tempting one; but it was resisted by the Governor, who apparently 
waited for more decided testimony of the feeling of the Kandian 
people than could be gathered from the insurrection of a single pro­
vince, and he contented himself therefore with detaching a small 
force to the limits to protect the integrity of our territory, should 
either of the hostile parties at tempt to invade it. In this measure 
of His Excellency it will be readily acknowledged tha t there w i 
nothing which the most scrupulous advocate for neutrality coul i 
object to, since it was assuredly a duty incumbent on him to pro­
tect the natives of his own government from-being over-run by ■ 
foreign force, or from having their fields and villages made th 
scene of warfare and contention. 

I t would be difficult to mark the character of the King in ■ 
stronger light than is exhibited in the steps which he took on the 
defection of the Adikar, The family of this chief, who agreeably 
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to the custom of the court had been detained as hostages for his 
good conduct, were instantly singled out by the King as the victims 
of his indiscriminate revenge, and the cruelties exercised on them 
present a dreadful picture of horror and disgust. The mother and 
five children, the eldest of whom was a lad of eighteen, and the 
youngest an infant at the breast, were bound and led into the 
market place. The infant was first torn from the arms of its mother, 
and its head being severed from its body, the parent was compelled 
to pound it in a mortar. The others were murdered in succession, 
the eldest being reserved for the last vict im: and this scene of 
wanton and savage butchery was crowned by what every feeling 
mind will contemplate as an act of supreme, though unintentional 
mercy, the sacrifice of the mother herself. 

The slaughter of his family appears to have subdued for a t ime 
the natural energy of the Adikar's character, and to have induced a 
torpor of action which was at this season the ruin of his cause. 
His followers, disheartened by the inactivity of their Chief, were 
soon routed by the King's troops ; and after an ineffectual resistance 
of a few days' duration, the Adikar fled in to the British territories 
and implored an asylum from the Government. ' 

The protection he asked, however, was afforded in the most 
cautious manner, and every measure was resorted to, which a 
Government, scrupulous of giving umbrage to a neighbouring 
power, could have adopted. The public reception which he courted 
was refused, and it was not until he had resided for some time in 
Colombo, that General Brownrigg acceded to his proposal of being 
favoured with the interview at His Excellency's country-house. 

The interest excited on both sides by so extraordinary a scene 
as that of a Kandian chief, who had resided the whole of his life in 
his native mountains, presenting himself before a British Governor, 
and imploring protection and succour, may be easily imagined. 
The forlornness of his condition derives additional claims to 
sympathy from the overwhelming force of his domestic afflictions ; 

fand these were claims which, he might well know, would find a 
> powerful advocate in the breast of that Governor from whom he 
sought all the relief and consolation which could yet be afforded 
him. He was received with the most distinguished kindness and 
respect, and was so affected with t h e novelty of his situation, and 
the unwonted kindness of a superior, that regardless of the forms of 
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introduction, he burst into tears. As soon as he wag composed, 
the Governor soothed him with promises of favour and protection. 
The Adikar replied that he looked to Hia Excellency as his father ; 
that he had been deprived of all natural ties of relationship, and 
trusted that the favour he solicited of being allowed to call the 
Governor and Lady Brownrigg his parents* would not be denied 
.him. I t was a strong but natural mode of expressing what he felt, 
and his gratitude at finding his request assented to was unbounded. 

The astonishment of this Ghief at all he beheld may be easily 
conceived. The romantic beauty of the house, situated on a rock, 
overhanging the sea, an element of which he had entertained such 
confused ideas, but which he had never till now perfectly seen, struck 
him most forcibly. After looking minutely at the furniture of the 
house, ha approached, cautiously, the pillars of the verandah, and 
gave himself entirely up to the admiration which the novelty of the 
scene could not fail to inspire. A ship, which, was passing at the 
moment, was a fresh object of wonder, and when it was explained 
to him, he said he had heard of such things, and was happy to have 
enjoyed the opportunity of witnessing what he now saw. Being 
asked if this was the first time he had beheld the sea, he said he had 
occasionally obtained a very distant and imperfect view of it from 
a high mountain ; but the largest piece of water he had ever 
approached was a lake in the Kandian country, the extent of which 
he described by looking and pointing through the two pillars, the 
opening between which commanded but a partial view of the ocean 
before him. 

I t is now time to return to our narrative. The detachment 
which the Governor had stationed near the frontiers had been 
withdrawn, as the motive which induced him to send it there no 
longer existed; and the Court of Kandy,'"seeing nothing in thia 
measure but another imaginary indication of our weakness, and 
flushed with its recent triumph over the Adikar, caused preparation 
for war to be made throughout the whole of its territories. Bu 
while the Government was in daily expectation of hearing that th* 
enemy had invaded our frontiers, its indignation and horror wer 
excited by the perpetration of an act of savage barbarity on te.. 
unoffending inhabitants of the British Settlements, 

These unfortunate men had resorted to a village within the 
Kandian limits for their usual purposes of traffic, when they were 
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seized and sent to Kandy, where, without the imputation of crime 
or the form of trial, they were mutilated in a most shocking man­
ner : seven died on the spot, and the remaining three arrived in 
Colombo with their arms, noses, and ears cut off, presenting a 
spectacle calculated to awaken the moat lively feelings of pity and 
resentment. 

Those who are acquainted with General Brownrigg will best 
appreciate tha feeling with which His Excellency must have con­
templated this shocking outrage on the honour of the British nation ; 
but whatever was his determination, his measures betrayed nothing 
of the hasty and unprepared spirit of retaliation: they were 
directed to a slow and cautious, but certain accomplishment of his 
purpose. 

A proclamation (Appendix A)* was issued, which, while it had 
the effect of restricting the natives of our own territories to the 
British limits, held out to the people of the Kandian country every 
encouragement to a continuance of friendly and uninterrupted inter­
course. I t was of primary importance, at the outset of our proceed­
ings, that the King's subjects should know they were not implicated 
by our Government as parties to his aggression, and so guardedly 
worded was that part of the proclamation which alluded to the 
conduct of the Court itself, that it would have been difficult to 
gather from it what were the ultimate intentions of our Govern­
ment. 

There were many considerations whiuh rendered it necessary 
to temporise. The season was unfavourable for the immediate 
commencement of field operations, and our stores were not suffici­
ently supplied with camp equipage: neither was the present cloth­
ing of the troops so adapted to the country they were about to 
enter, as to induce a General, who, by his humane and paternal 
attentions to their health and comfort, had acquired the enviable 
appellation of the " Soldier's Friend ", to risk their safety without 
an adequate motive. His Excellency had also applied to the Pre­
sidency of Madras for assistance, and the expectation of succours 
from that quarter was an additional motive with him to suspend 
the commencement of the war till the month of February. 

The utmost exertions of the Governor were in the meantime 
directed towards improving the good understanding which already 

* JSot reproduced. 


