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The Dutoh termtomel possesemn in Cey]on whlch for the
purposes of eivil government was known asihe Gommandement
- of Jaffna;lay beyond a bounda.ry from Trlucomalee to Ce]penty ‘
oF Ka.lp'ltlya Thig section of the IsIand stretchmg howards"'
the sea, 1nqud1ng tho jsland of Manna.r ‘and, the islets round_
“about the pemnsu]a of Jatfnapatam: records astory - left by the
Dotch which perha.ps is moré eloquent tha.n bha,t of any other
portlon of Geylon whlch fell under the sway of the Nebher
lfmds.

Very few people however make pl]gmmage 'to the nmth
bent on reeellmg ‘the story begun in the seventeenth” centur
thot"reposes in rehos, hoth of war and of peace, which have
_',w1bhstood the agsault by man as well as by tlme Thls perha,
s “all: ﬁhe' more. sfrange since. these memorials” stand amid

country scenes very dlfferenb to those met)w:th in Oentra.l or
'_Souhh Oeylon. : : o ; .

_ Although .moch had beeh done before the estabhshme‘nt.
‘of the Dutch’ Hast Indla Compmny in Ceyion to hold ‘the" war-

like races 6f India in’ ebeck the Dutch, in the earlier part of
their regime, had much'to oontend against hoth from the Porty-

1. Report on Dutch Recorcls Anthonisz, p. 7.
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guese and the warring Chieftaing of the Northern Wanni. In
these circumstances, a chain of forts and redoubts was erected
to protact the District of Jaffna from attack both by land and
gea, These relics, fretted by time and weather, a few of which
the passing years have rubbed out of form, are worth & pilgrim-
age, and 3¢ a number of good reasons will appeal to a visitor
even if he is not imbued with antigquarian interests.

The strange serenity of the little Duteh water-fort, Ham-
menhiel, invests this memorial with a sense of departed useful-
ness whieh is most striking. It stands on a rock at the entrance
to Jaffna lagoon, and is surrounded on all sides by the sea. In
those forgotten days of tumuli, Hammenhiel served on the
north, like Mannar Fort in the south, to guard the passage by
water to the Castle or Key Fort at Jaffna®.

The forti is octagonal in shape and the base of the ramparts
is washed by the surf. It would appear that the walls were
originally raised and the place was fortified on the orders of the
Portuguese Governor of Jaffna, Anfonio do Amaral de Menezes,
a few years before the arrival of the Dutch, The historian
Baldaeus, who accompanied the Duteh avmy to the assaunlt on
Jaffna, gives & brief description of the blockade, and the attack
on Hammenhiel by the fleet, before Jaffna capitulated two
hundred and eighty-two years ago, The Portuguese only held
oufi for a fortnight and were obliged to surrender for want
of water®.

When the Dutch eccupied this water-fort they found that
the sand bank on which it was built had been undermined by
the storms of the north-east monsoon. They remedied this by
piling up a breakwater of stones*. The Portuguese had buili
the ramparts hollow, and had roofed them with beams which
supported a floor of stone and chunam, with a view to the
space being ulilized for sforing previsions and ammunition.
Since the beams were liable o decay, and the foor had to sup-
port the weight of the cannon without fear of its giving way

when the guns were moved about and turned round, the Dutch

2. Memoir, of Commandeur Zwaardecroon, translation by Sophia
Pieters, p. 86. .

3. On the 20th of June, 1658.
4. Memoir of Commandeur Zwaardecroon, p. 7o,
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considered this a mistake and they replaced the roof by an
entire stone vault.

Finally, profiting by the error of their predecessors, the
Duteh took special pains to ensure a satisfactory water supply.
On ibLe northern side of the fortress they built a hugg reservoir,

 paved with " Dutch Bricks” to collect and presetve the rain
water. This reservoir had, however, been built so high that
it reached above the parapets and was, therefore, exposed to
the fire and possibility of ruin by the enemy, The defect was

" ‘pointed out time- and again al subsequent inspections of the
fortress, but since it was a2 new work, it was allowed te remain
until such time as alberations could be effected. It neverthe-
less stands as originally constructed and fo this day ‘conserves
a supply of clear, fresh water.
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Showing Forts and Redoubts of Portuguese and Dutch times.
" Block by Find courfesy of the Editor, Ceylon Datly News.
A low vaulted gateway, nob more than seven feet in height;,
is the only entrance to this waber-fort. The living quarters
consist of three or four rooms in the courtyard. The vaulls
under the ramparts were doubtless used as store rooms. The
Dutch invariably maintained a garrison of thirty men under
the charge of a Ideutenant or Ensign on this spot, and the
early Dutch Governors make very special mention in their
memoirs that Hammenhiel muet be carefully guarded, " none
but Duteh being stationed there”.®

5. Memoir of Anthony Pavilicen, p. 106.
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