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-~ THE UNION—A REVIEW.

. The time hag coms again for a earefnl review of the position of
- .the Dutch Burgher Union of Ceylon in its velation $o the ehanged

. and -changing cireumstances of the times. TFounded in January

+...1908 it has now heen swenty three years in existence ; and though,

" like other inskitutions, it has had its ups and downs, it remaing a

¢~ living and effective force. In spite of ' ignorance, of misconception,

- of nartow-minded pride, or of sheer downright cussedness,” T such as

‘" opposed, its esbablishment, it has become representative of the
Community after which it is named, and though misrepresentasion

of its aims and methods has dogged ibs path from the beginning, it

" . patienfly contindes to pursue ita course to the realization of its

© aims, '

\ - Buf daring these years, and especially the last ten or twelve
. years, changes have oceurted which are unsettling the minds of the
Community as of all others in the Island. Both in social and in

“public life the changes have been revolutionary. Anyone of middle

" age who earss to sum up the changes in social life—in dress, man-
ners, habits, speech, amusements, and ways of thinking—will be

~ startled by tho difference between things as they were in his youth

and things as they are now. In political life the revolufion that
~has talken place is apparent to everyons. We are all go absorbad in
our various oceupations that we do not sufficiently realize how far-

. -eaching ave all the changes that are taking place in our very midss,

‘even in our own households. It is wot that these changes are all

“of them undesirable; most of them were inevitable, and in the

-_"marcl: of progress the weak, the fearful, and the obsbinate are

always left behind and not taken into account. Bub it is not easy

+D, B. U. Journal I, 7,
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for those who are accustomed to the old order to recbncile tham-
selves easily to the new. )

Tn these civcumstances it may even be askad whather there is
any further use for the Union, whether it has not gervad its primary
purpoie, and whether it is still worth maintaining in the new state
of things. This does nob mean that such questions have seriously
been askad, but it i3 possible bhat thoughts like thase should arive
in a few minds,~mnot only among those who are wealy of perpstual
changes and digsensions, not only among the timid and half-hearted
who shiivel at the mere mention of the word “* politics >, not only
among those who ignore what other communities are indus-
triously and enthusiastically striving affier, but particularly smong
those who have no clsarly defined idea of what the Union stands

for, of its purpose, of the necessity for its existence and its advanee. -

ment.

The avowed aims for whigh the Union was formed are defl-
nitely stated in its Constitution, and these have remained unaltered
to this day. Briefly summarized, the main abject was 5o promote the
well-being of the Dutch descendants in Ceylon, by training their
young paople in habhite of gelf-help, self-reliance, and thrift ; by en-
couraging talent, and relieving distress ; and by bringing families $o-
gobher into a closer fellowship with one anobher, Other objests, of
subsidiary bub still cardinal importance, were the revival of useful
Duteh customs, the study of the Duteh language and of the histpry

“of its people, especially those in Ceylon, and the collection of a

11br&1y of Dulch literature, especla.liy tha literature oonnected with
the Dutch in Caylon.

'~ Noone who examines these stated objects can mistake the
* intentions of those who suggesbed, and of those who assisted in, the -
formation of the Dubeh Burgher Union of Ceylon, Quite obviously,

no one could be a member whose personal and traditional interests
were not derived from the Duteh; hence the limitation of member-
ship. The clear intention of the founders was that Dutch origin
gnd Duteh fradition were o be the centre and mainspring of all the
activities of the Union. There could be no other reason for ex-
cluding from membership others who might wish to be ineluded,
- or for adding a new Agsociabion to the large number of those already
existing in the Island. This is a point that needs to be stressed, as
it'is essential to the consideration of the whole question. It ox-
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plaing why the Union was founded, in what respects it differs from
other associations, in what directions its activities should extend,
and by whab spirit its proceedings should be guided. The emphasis
- on the Dutch connection is too pomted to leave any ¥oom whatever
for donbt.
: ‘How far the objects of the Union have been attained after
twenhy three vears of life, 15 i3 not so easy to estimate. When, 130
“yenrs ago, the ancestors of the present-day Dutch Burghers ceded
the marifime provinces, hey were naturally resentful of the British.
- who had digpossessed them. They could not all return to Holland
or to Babavia, and those -who remained in Ceylon had to adapt’
‘themselves tio the new conditions. Where they once ruled they
“wore compelled to submit to the rule of others. Like the other
communities in Ceylon, but more easﬂy on account of their Huro-
"pean origin, they had to acquire the Bnglish language, and to
accommodate themselves to the reguirements of public life as con-
~ trolled by the Hnglish. Some of the Dutech colonisty identified
“themselves with the English, socially and politically. Bub the
“great body of Dutch Burghers adhered, as much as was possible, bo
.. their own ways, though the tendency to be anglicized beeame more
- prongunced a8 the years rolled on. The Hnglish language was now
the langaage of the Jaw-courte, the Governmert, and of socleby
~ generally ; it soon beeamns the language of fhe Chureh, Thus, the
‘Dateh, language, the mother tongue of Grotius and Brasmus, feil
_iq’ﬁo distise, and HEnglish became the vernacular of the Dutch des-
.cendants of the second and succeeding generabions after the year -
~1796. Hducation in English schools, under IHnglish-speaking
“teachers, and the ldek of Dufch pastors in Duteh Churches, led tio
' the falling away of many from the “True Reformed Religion;” and
“to the consequent enrichmenst of the Anglican and other Gh.urdhes.
T'he Wilhelmus von Nassouwwa and the Neeriands Volkslied were for-
gotten, and-gave place to the Bnglish National Anthem and “Ruls
Jritannia.”  Our political loyalty wag transforred to the DBritish
?Soverelgn, and, let it be remembered, was never for a moment-
-alouded by a breath of suspicion ; while the splendour of the dynasty
of William the Silent veceded farther and farther info the mists of
distance and even of ignorance. We were, many of us, dngliores
guam Angli, more Bnglish than the Hnglish themsalves. Dutch
ri&_mes were anglicized, sometimes in form, more olten in sound.
'The eharished name of Burgher remained, and was by wilful misuse
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made all but meaningless ; while the essential epithet of Dubch was

thoughtless'ly dropped in use by all but a few, till it was wisely and .
courageously re-established by the founders of the Dutch Burgher S

Union of Ceylon.

These developments were only to be expected in a small Com-

munity, deprived of its old status and its former means of livelihood,
placed in the midst of other races who outnumbered them by at

least a thousdand to one, and wanting wise, disinﬁerested,"bold, and

capable leadership, It was very much a ease of éach- for himself

with the puzzled members of the Community, and the result was,

‘ag is usual in selfish wolicies blindly followed, & loosening of racial
ties and of the sengs of 8 common tradition.” This would usually
- have lad to the disorganization and possible effacement of a Com-

munity which had in itself all the elements of a vigorous individual -

" growth. Tt is no little eredit to the general body of the Dutch
Burghers in Ceylon that, in spite of a hundred years of subtly dis-
integrating forces, they did not entively forget their past, but still
looked back to it with regraiful pride; also thab they were ready to
do what they could to amend the ervors for which they were
searcely 1esponmble, and to restore the Commumty to ity rlght{ul
place. :

Tt wag this readiness in the loyal members of the Community

whieh made the Union possible. “Ev'n in our ashes live their
wonted fires,”" and these fires were now to be re-kindled.
hack ag the year 1899 an attemipt was made fio establish a Dutch
Burgher Society, This Society was limited o a few families, bub
1t was zoon. apparent that limitation of this kind wag ineffectual.
Mr. Mauritsz Wagenvoort, a Dutich writer and traveller to whom

reference is made in the very firstk number of the JOURNAL, was

then on a visit to the Island, and he pointed out that any such
Union as ours, if it was to be of any use and influence, ghould be . |

* established on as broad a basis as possible. The suggestion was

readily accepted and acted upon, an informal meeting wag held on - -
:""the 12th November, 1907, and on the 18th January, 1908, the

S 'Unlon was formally inaugurated. The difficulties which confronted

'-‘;the founders are partially revealed in the speeches of Mr. R. G.
Anthonisz and Dr. W, G. van Dort, which are recorded in the ﬁrst
- number of the JOURNAL 1

jDBUqurnal I. 3-9.

As far
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_ . The Union was started with 268 or more “original members.”
. 'That its hold on the Community has not been so strong as its
" “foundérs expected is due to various causes which remain to be -
"‘examined, bub there is not the slightest room for discouragement.
- The race instinet in the members of the Community as 2 whole is
by no meang likely to be weakened, whether they belong to the
- Uhifon ‘or not. ~But if the Union is to enlarge its membership, and.
“in ‘that way its influence, the clouds of misapprehension and mis-
"ur\derst.andmg must first be dispelled, and personal prejudices must
“be made to-give way to public needs. .
" Have the or;glnal and sill operative, aims of the Union been .
earried out 7 To a large extent, cerfainly, and if the truth must be
_'told,'to a much larger extent than was at first thought possible in
- so difficult a Community with its divided inberests, its sensitiveness,
~ and its relations with other communities. Bub eritics who genuine--
- 1y seek the welfara of the Community will perceive that the ohie need
“ab present is criticism which is construetive, which is accomnpanied
“by & willing and disinterested co-operation. The other kind is easy
~enough, bub profitless. _ S - _
_ The chief purpose of the Union, according to many, is to assist
" in the education of the young and bo relieve distress. How much
“""has been done in this respect can easily be ascertained on reforence
' to the proper authoribies; heve it rieed only be said that the record
"“is one of which the Union need mob be ashamed. More might be
“doneé if more means were avmla,ble if we had more members who
-understand our needs and help to meet them. It is. easy to grow-
~eloquent on the distresses of the poor and on the duty of the Union
" to relieve them; but that eloguence has to be supplemented by
gonbributions of money (nob necessarily running into thousands of
" yupees) if it is to be of any use. _
. There is another aspect of this question which needs careful
- consideration. Some members of the Union {feel that the time hag
‘come for launching out a holder scheme for the benefit of the Com-
“munity, by which the practice of giving tempoxary assistance to
- those in urgenb need should be supplemented by a more sompre- '
““hensive effort. - A keen and thoughtful member asks, “Why should
"“we not have, besides scholarships for advanced students, cotbages
» 2 for the old, and for those who eannot afford high rvents, holiday and
" convalescent homes up-country and by the sea for those to whom
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thege are vain dreams, co-operative stores, and a number of other
benofits ? " There iz no reason to scoff at these aims as Utoplan.

' Such sehemes ean be entered upon'at once if the wealthier mem- -

bers of the Communify ‘will take the lead, bub if is a scheme in
which all but the poorest ean take a hand, and many of them are

ready to do so. It will take time for a sufficiently large sum of
money to be raised, but if the consclence of the Communiby is

once awakened there ean be no &oubt of the response.

Ancther object, dehmbely sbated in the Constitution, bub no
always remembered, is “to promote and foster a feeling of fellowship
among its members, and to draw thelr families into closer associa-
tion wibh each other.” This, taken by itself, would appear to be
an ideal, rather than an article of practical politics. What society,
what elub, what institution of any kind can create so intimate a
fellowshlp among all its mambers ? It is the ideal of the Christian
Church : has the Chureh succeeded as we thiok it should succeed ?

A community of any appreciable size includes people of varying,

and often opposite, dispositions, tastes, and ambitions. ‘We ecannot
therefore force into the term a meaning .which it cannot, and pro-
bably was not intended to hear. When wa talk of Uniun, we do
nob mean an ideal union in which there is perfect friendship, trust,
raspech, and fellowship among all. But every. Union is an Union

for a eommon purpose, and for that mainly. The other things
follow. ' )

Yet, the Dutch Burgher Union has always done a good deal :

in the way of bringing its members together, and promoting in them
a sense of fellowship. Noone who has attended the annual child-
ren's festival on the eve of S. Nikolaas can doubt its value in thab
respect. Other social gatherings have shewn the same result. The

Union bas brought together many who have not met one anobher

hefore, and in this way has created several intimate and enduring
Iriendships.

* Bub, as another loyal member points out who is rightly dis~"_- :
gatisfied with our lethargic and stilted methoeds, the only way to

foster fellowship is to strengthen and promots the community feel-
ing. It is extraordinary thab at a time when every other commu-
nity in the Jstand has awakened to a vealization of the duty and

manifest necessity of a. communal gense, those who might ba leaders

in our own Community should be drifting in the opposite direction.

DUTCH BURGHER UN_ION 7

-They surely must see whab obbrudes itself in every newspaper and
.in the common talk they hear., A good deal of our weaknegs and
"~ confusion of thought is due to the nonsense which has been spoken
" and written about the wisdom or unwisdom of ecommunal seats in

the Legislative Council. But, social, political, and econoimie con--
siderations should strengthen and deepen our communal BBHES,

’ _mbber than weaken 16, Politically, we are, and always have beet,
“‘as a Community, in sympathy with the general desire for better
governmenb, gnd for the fullest opportunities for those whosse

interests have for generations been in Ceylon. Bul we shall be far

" more useful ag Ceylonese by doing exzactly what the cther commu:

nities—~=Sinhalese, Tamil, English, Malay, &c.,—are deing: by
recognizing that we ave, like the others, a separate community,
with our own traditions and our own ideals. An army fights better

.when each of its regiments holds by its own record and honours itg
“own flag. A ecricket eleven i§ far more effective when drawn from

its own club than when selected indiscriminately. A Ministry

“formed from a single party does better work than a Coalition

Ministry., We shall be far more competent to sérve the genera.l

" interests of the Tsland as a solid and gelf-respacking Dutch Burghel

Community than by exposing ourselves to the taunt of bemg

" 'body of nondeseripts withoub race or language.”

It is the Community sense, then, that we must prima,riig}

" foster and promote. It must be burnk into the minds, as well as

the hearts, of all the Community, There must be no hesitation or

- compromise. We and our children must realize that we are mom-

bers one of another; and for thab reason we are one. _
8o much has heen said and written about the revival of the

- Dutch language among us that it has become necessary to say more.
" The general ohjection to it ig thab there is nothing to be gained by

it. French, German, Sinhalese~~yed. Thesa languages are useful

" for business and trade purposes, and for examinabions. Bub what

15 ‘the vse of learning Dufeh ?

For that matter, what is the use. of learning other things which
do oot help o put money into our pockets, or which do not h,_elp

“our children to pass examinations? “ Why should my son be a
. scholar ”, wrote Dean Swift, *'when it is not intended that he

should live hy bhis learning ? By this rule, if what is commonly

" said be trye, that “money answereth -all things ' ; why should my
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son be honest, temperate, juss, or charitable, since he hath no in-
tention to depend upon any of these qualities for a maintenance ? ”

. But to revive Dubch in Ceylon is mere gentiment, it may be

gald. Even as a mabter of gentiment it iz well worth while, and

the * practical ” results will follow in their due order. Leb it not
ba forgotten, however, that sentiment plays a much larger part in
Jlife than we suppose.
ealeulation, and i is often the more helpful of the $wo. AL the
- game time, there is more in this matber than sentiment, Tt Is not
mera gontiment that makes our Sinhalese fellow-cifizens. insist upon
~ -the teaching of their langnage, even-in ' English  schoals, and the
use of the Sinhalesa language is limited to soma three million paople
" in the world, while its literature has had scarcely any influence on
the world, The Tamils do nobt waib to be asked to learn their
la,ngu_age'. They need no compulsion or passionate appeals. They
are infiengely proud of bheir language, and it would be difficult to
find even an anglicized Tamil who cannot read and write his own
language. It i not so much pabriotic sentiment with them as a
" national mst!ncb gueh as the Dutch Burghers onee had, and are
now on the point of losing.

Those who. most feel the value of a knowladge of Dutch are
those who travel outside Caylon and when inferrogated abouf their
race, are immediately asked if they speak the language.
issue of the JOURNAL® gave us a striking illustration of this.
“Time and again ”, says our traveller,
*'My one

to my calling myself a national of either race.”. He adds, ‘

wish is to change the present most deplorable state of affairs, rouse -

the people ont of their lethargy, and goad them into overcoming a
difficalty which undoubtedly exists,”

Shall we say that the older members of the Community mighﬁ _ -
And yet, there -
are several who, in spite of their ordinary doties, have get them- -

be left out in the effort to revive the use of Dutch ?

selves to the task, not without success. But more regular and
better organized classes are necessary for a more general revival,
and cerbainly, groups of the youngsr members of the Community
should be got together for regular teaching, and parents and guardi-

*D, B. U, Journal XX, 282,

It influences us as much, at least, ag cold -

The last )

" how I long to he able to
talk fluently in Dubch or Glerman, which might be some elaim .
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- ans should see to if that attendance is not missed. There is no
- lack of teachers, bub the will must be there, and the courage must
~be thera. " Above all, we must get rid of the seli- condemna,tor
. phrass, * What's the uge ?” . :

' “‘There is one essential need of the Union which mush be sup-
plied, and that is, its members must know what the Union is doing .
from time to time. It is no answer that anyone ean know -y
" wisiting the Club, or by asking other membere. He has a right to
“now direct, and it is a severs strain on hi§ loyalby nob to be given
the information at first hand and st the eariiest opporbunity. An
. outstation member, one perhaps, who lives at Jaffna or Tangalle, or
-.Batticalon, loses interegh in the work of the Union whon he is not
' informed of what is being done. This need was understood, and to
~“some. extent met, in the early days, when the JOUBNAL was sent
‘once a quarber to all members, But the trifling annual subserip-
“Ution of six rupees a year was obviously insufficient o cover the
_' “gxpense of both the Union and the JOURNAL. If i was insullicient
=, then, it is still less suffieient now. The JOURNATL is now published,
without cost to the Union, by a small Committee who have under-
. taken the responsibility ; yet the subscription {Five Rupees a year),
“small as it is for what it gives, seems to be too heavy a charge for
more than a hvndred or so oub of our ranks. It is nob evervhody
‘who finds it “* infaresting.” It is less adapted than “ Tis-Bits ” for
- the bugy man; it has no faghion plate or sporting news ; it has no
“short stories of contemporary interest ; it has vo * funny column™
of outwarn jokes ; it has no political manilestoes and appeals. All
that it does is to.trace the footprints of the ancestors of the Com-
‘munity, and to preserve, ov bring to light, the records of a race
“which hag contributed in' no small measure to the progress of the
.wor]d ' . : o
g Slnee interest in. these records i limited o only a hundred
embers, gome other means mugt be found for keoping all our
inembers in constant touch with the Union. Unless something is
“donhe in this direction which will be of real use, it seems vain to
'hdpe for moré general support; and if the Unlon is to be, not a
mere Club limited to a few, butan Unior ' broad-based upon the
“people’s will ’, it must secure the confidence and respect of all ifis
: members, and by this means the adhesion of the whole Community,
-from the poorest and humblest to the hwhest and wealthiesh, -
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SOME MATARA WORTHIES OF THE
LAST CENTURY.

From time immemorial Matara has been the cradle of illustrions

-men, The fierce light that beats upon the name of Charles Ambrose
Lorenz may tend to dim the halos that illuminate the brows of
other sons of Matara, who achieved greatness and renown within
the limits of thelr own town. But the story of duby performed and

stceess achioved in all ages by men of our own blood and breed

can never fail to fire our imaginations.

Matara is perhaps the most typical smkul of Dutch rule
among the towns of this island. _

_ It was not so many yvears ago that the large . majority of
residents in the Matara Fort were Dutch Burghers, many of whom
held leading positions in the town and digtriet, Unlike many other
towns in the island Matara has altered very slowly in this respect,
and it therefore furnishes a basis for considering the lives of some
typical Dutch Burghers, and the gualities which won for them not
only success in life but also the respect and trust of their fellow-
men. ' - '_

Matara has wonderful powers of attraction and it is hard to
tear oneself away from it. This may expiain why generation after
generation of a single family often live and die there, undisturbed
by the eall that comes to many to seek a wider life elséwhere.

For many generations the names of Buulijens, Altendorff,

‘Keuneman and Ernst have had an unbroken history of honourable
connection with the town of Matara.

John Buultjens..

The founder of the Buultjens family at Matara was JOEN

BuuLriens, who was born on 22nd June, 1829, that is in the
same year as Lorenz. He was born and educated at Galle, and on

admission as a Proctor of the District Court at the age of twenty-
two after serving his apprenticeship under Proctor Yudoviel of Galle,

he elected a career at the Matara Courts. Two years later he
passed as a Proctor of the Supreme Court.

Suceess came to hin almost 1mmedla.tely and reta,}nem poursd
in, requiring his services not enly at the Matara Courts, but also at
the Tangalle Courts. He was a man of careful habits and steadily

DUTCH BURGHER UNION i1

" built up a great practice and a greab fortune, and when he died in
1881 ab the comparatively early age of 52 he left behind him a
‘great name which is remembered to this day. His name is kept
- green and fresh by two generations of lawyers, sons and grandsons,
who followed him and worked under the inspiration of his great

name,

In appearance John Buultjens waga man of medium height,

-strongly built, with a wide commangding forehead and large and
- lusbrons eyes. Like Lorenz he wore the flowing side-locks which

were customary at that period, His will was indomitable, his
industry great, and his temper calm and unruffled, He was the

- personification of neatness and method. When I was a sehool
boy at Matara one of his exercise books used by him ab school

came into my possession. The neatness and the beautiful for-

- mation of his handwriting made a very great impression on me,

John Buultjens took a large share in the public life of the

" town. From the time the Tiocal Board was established at Matara

he was a member of it. He was also a member of the District
Road Committee.

. He was a staunch and pious chirelunan and served for many

'-._-_yeé'.rs as Church Warden and Treasurer of S%, Thomag' Church,

Matars.
In the year 1856 he married Fmelia Felicia Hrnst, daughter of

(ieorge Fdward Frnst, the marriage being celebrated by the Rev. -

Mr, Ondaatie at the Dutich Preshyterian Church, Fort, Matara.
As a boy of 10 years I was present ab hig funeral service which

" was conducted by the Rev J. 8. Livle.

Charles Altendorff.

CHABLTS HuNngy BARTHOLOMEUS ALTENDORFF was greal

grandsgon of the original colonist Marten Lodewyk Altendorff who
. eame out to Ceylon in the Company’s service. His father died

early in life, but his mother née Magdalena Jacoba Keuneman lived

" to a ripeold age. -

. Charles Altendortf, who completed his education at the
Colomho Academy, read law under Frederic de Vos of Galle, At

" the age of twenty-three he passed out ag a proctor of the District
" Court and began to practise his profession at his ancestral town of

M atara,
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“Ab the age- of twenty-five' he married Charlotte Vieoria
Tudekens, with whom he had the happiness to celshrate the fiffieth
- anniversary of their marriage. '

Suceess eame early knocking at his door, and long before he
had reached middle age Charles Altendorff ranked among the
leaders of the Matara bar practising at the Matara and the Tangalle
Courtis; both on the civil and the eriminal sides.

- Cavelul in his habits, he amasged considerable wealth, and his
name was widely known and respected and his veputation ranked
high throughout the Distriet. : .

He was always woll groomed and faulélessly attired and loved
‘a spirited hovse. In his early days he was often seen in the saddle
and up to the end he waintained his 1nterest‘. in horses, One of my
mosh vivid recollections of Matara is Chailes Altendorff, handling
the ribbons with consummabe ease and elegance and driving on the
road which some years ago lay along the sea front of Matara.

Three years after his admission to the Distriet Court Charles
Altendorff passed as a Proctor of the Supreme Court.

Charles Altendorff- had a fiery energy, which was seen to ad-
vantage when he addressed the Jury ab the Sessions of the Supreme
Court. He was an impregsive speaker, and the earnest well-clad
man, with his flowing gown and his energetic advoeaey, made a
powerful impregsion en all who heard him, :

In 1877 aftex 18 vears of practice he was apypointed Crown
Proctor.

He was a mon of retiving habits, and though he had numerouns
friends with whom he loved to foregather, his greatest happiness
lay in the domestic circle, in the society of his wife and children.

He was a loval member of the Dutch Preshyterian Church of

which hs wag in turn hoth Deacon and Elder.
* ministrations of the Church had ceased; Charles Altendorff con-
ducted o Sunday School for the children of members of the Church
and this duty he ohserved with unfailing regulariby.

- I have -grateful and happy recollections of Sunday School
classes conducted by thiz good and pious man. Charles Albendorff
- died on the 275h December, 1913, aged 77 years. With him has
disappeared, at any rabe for the present, the name of Altendorff
from the Matara Courts.

After the regular
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Gerry Keuneman.

. GERATD EDpwaRD KEUNEMAN was in the fifth generation in
line of descent from Bartholomeus Keuneman who founded. the
family in Ceylon. e was the only son by the first marriage of
Jurgen David Bartholomeus Keuneman with Gerardina Carolina
Voilenhoven and was born on the 8th December, 184;9 '

S . Gerry Keuneman—fo use his well-known name-—Was & sﬁud1—'
"""ous lad and received his education at the Colombo Academy under
. the famons Dr. Boake.
i With a father whose name as a lawyer was alroady a house-
- hold word in the Matara Courts, he naturally turned to the study of
. the law, and ssrving his apprenticeship under Frederick de Vos of
- Gallé he qualified successively as a Prootor of the District
.and Bapreme Courts. Working under the shadow of his
father's wing and heir to his great reputation, he won his
. way with ease at quite an early age to the front ranks of the
'Matara. bar. Buf GerryKeuneman needed no adventitions aid, not
.. even thab of the inherifance of an honoured name, to carve out his
own carear, He was recognised not only as a sound lawyer but as
a man of broad sympathies and unstained inbegrity, and very scon
his name stocd as high as that of his distinguished father.
. he married Alice Harriet Ernst, the sister of his life long friend and
. brother lawyer, John Henry Ernss.
In appeatance Grerry Keuneman was tall and of slender build
with the slight stoop of the student. He had a magnificent head
" and face, which I often thougt would be a fit subject for an artist
" with which to depmb Giod's good man.
. Great as Gerry Keuneman's reputatlon was as a lawyer; he
hod a far greater repub tion for his kindliness of heart, which. his
; face and eyes could not help revealing.

E ceaseless a stream, that it might be said of him truly thab his Ieiﬁ
g habd did not know what his right hand gave.

. @érry Keuneman was 8 polished speaker who chose his words
:'-cbrre'ct]y and without effort. I often heard him address the Jury at
“the Supreme Court sessions held at Mabara, and I marvelled at the
“skill with which he broke down many a case, with his brief ad-
. dresses straight to the point and striph of all verbiage.

ITis hospitaliby was boundless and his private benefactions so

-

In 1876 °
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’ ademg his mother, and as a mere lad he stood in loco parentis to his
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Gerry Xeuneman was a staunch supporter of the Duteh Pres-
byterian Church in which he successively held office both as Deacon
and as Hlder.

The name of Keunemsn like that of Buultjens has now been
known in the Matara Courts up to a third generation.
 Gerald Bdward Keuneman died on the lst Decembor, 1922,
aged 73 years. His deeds of kindness have left behind him a
fragrant and a precious memory.

There are so many points of resemblance bebween the lives of -
Gerald Idward Keuneman and John Henry Hrnst that in some .

respects it would have been an easy ftask to write these lives
together, Their close friendship which their common interests
cemented was like the friendship of David and Jonathan, and it may

‘he truly said of bhem that they were lovely and pleasant in their

lives.
Harry Ernst.
JorN HEKRY TRNST, like Gerald Edward Keuneman, traced
his descent to the fifth generation from his ancestor George
Niecolaag Hrnst who came out in the Company’s Service,

John Henry Hrnst was born on the 15th July 1852 and was

named after his father, who was a man of great culture and attain-
ments, but wag® constrained by cirenmstances to aceept the humble
position of a schoolmaster.

His mother who was left a widow early in llfe was a lady of
singular piety and sbrength of character, and on her devolved the
responsible tagk of bringing up her young‘ family on a slender in-
come.

On Hancy Ernst's young shoulders fell the serious task of

sigters and younger hvother, Heé scorned delights and lived labori-
ous days and ons morning he woke up fo find himself famouns, He
had beaded the list in the Ceylon Local Examination and had won
an admission scholarship to the Colombo Academy. With some

help given him by his grand-father George Fdward Ernst,-he pro-" .

ceeded to the Academy where he wasdehghteﬂ to meeh his friend
Gerry Keuneman.

 Bhortly alter Harry L‘msb entered for the Ca!cubta Entrance
Examination, and was the only eandidate who passed in the First
Division.
with & holiday.

The Academy celebrated tho wmmng of bhls dlstnncbson '
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Harry Brnst left the Academy shorbly after to earn a living,

.+ mueh against the advice of Lorenz, who wished bim to continue at

- the Academy and try to win the Finglish University Scholarship,
- T have no doubt there were many reasons, chiefly financial, which
- actuated Harry Frost's Matara guardians to ignore the weighty

~adviee of Liorernz.: But Harry Ernst took his disappointment
§ bmvaly and decided to rend law under John Buuléjens, hig uncie by
" marriage, }
He passed as a Proctior of the Distriet Court and later as a
- -Proctor of the Supreme Court and commanded a considerable
practice. He and his friend Gerry Keuneman frequently travelled
= together to the Tangalle Courts, where they appeared on the oppo-
- gita sides of the same case.
Harry Ernst was a man of medivm height and build with a
- atrong under-current of humour and a merry twinkle in his eve.
. No dinner party was complete without him. His converstion
. ereabed a ripple of mirth and hiy sfore of anecdofage never ran dry,
©If he was pressed o sing he would vespond vwith “ T'll hang my
"~ harp on a willow trea ’, a gong that was then well-known.
Harry Hrnst's commanding intellaet and his strong sense of
“-humour are suggestive of his fellow-fownsman and patron, Lorenz,
- for whom he had the greatest admiration. He often spent his
- week-ends at Flie House and was known even as a school-boy to
contribute to the pages of the Ceylon Examiner. :
: In arguing a case, Harry Frnst was quiet and unemotional,
*- but when necossary he could rise o the heights of a great oeeasion,
. A% the end of hiy speech for Mrs. Le Mesurier in the famous Le
" Mesurier case, Mrs. Le Mesurier broke through the decorum of the
. _,Gourt; tushed up to him, and shaking him by hoth hands exclaimed
.- You are a born arator Mr Ernst, a born orator ! " Two generations,
; derived from the Hrnst family ha,ve practised in the Matara Courts,

In soeial life Harry Ernst was mosh generons and open-

hearted and was never happler than when entertaining, His
~‘money flowed freely in answer to all tales of distress or need, and
what is mere he was glad to give and did not grudge giving
= In 1889 he married BRose Ma.mon ‘Vollenhoven, a la,dy who ig
happﬂy with us still.
: Harvy Ernst was a- member of the Church of ]]ngland and
- 'served a8 Church Warden of St, Thomas' Church, Matara, for many
“yenrs. - He was a staunch supporber of the Low Church Party and
“in-his earlier-days bad many a battle-royal against the eneroach-
._menbs of the-High Church Party on his beliefs.
Haxry Hrost died on 2nd February 1900, aged 47 years. His
:life. was all too shorb, humanly speaking, bub it was a life lived in
ftll mesisure, and when he died, many were they who remembered
hrs deeds of kindness and wers sadder because he was not,

E H.V,
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. GLIMPSES INTO THE  PAST.
o C’or’npiled for publication iﬁ the D.B.U. Journal only }.
{Continued from Vol. XX, Page 198).

If it were posgible to draw on the dossier of (Qount) August
Qatfl_ Frederie Van Ranzouw from ‘such a compilation as “Who's
Who, we should perhaps gather the information that early in

yvouth he enterved the military servies of Trederic the Great, King . .

of Prussia, as an officer under the command of Prince Henry, and
fonght in the war of 1778 against the mperor Joséphus in Bohemia,
It is of interest to remark that this 1nchcates a career begun ab the
age of ewhteen

Tt would appear thas in 1781 he transferrved h1s gervices to the
Republic in Holland when he was appointed & Lieutenant in the
Netherlands Navy., Six years later, he, together with his brother,
"Aungust Christinan Anthon, sailed for the FEast Indies in the Com-
pany’s ship Dortiwyk, from Oldenburg, and it” may be, as some
records conflickingly show, first went on to Batavia hefore their
arrival in Ceyion ahout the year 1788:

August Carl, the elder of the two, embarked at ths stage on a
civilian career in the Duteh Service, The youngel accepted an
appointment in the army.

‘ Whether or no$ the cares of their respective a.ppomtments sat
lightly upon them is obscure; nor may we tell if their posts proved ‘

to be golden sinecures of a notably drowsy period.

Nevertheless, it is cerfain that such visiong ag they pexhaps ‘
had of advancement in the Duteh Services were ruthlessly s}mttexed .

by the capitulation and transfer of the Island to the British
authorities within seven years of their arrival,.

But apart from this aspect which reflocts the eccentrie bent of

that something which the world calls destiny, supposé we _turn.

from generaliby to more intimate touch with these two gentlemen,
who were particularly congpicuous -in those early years . which
mavked the transfer of the Maritime Provinces of the Iblund from
" the Dutch to the British.

Contmumg to investigate the 1)01tra,1t of the elder ol Lhe two

brothers first; we may accept without question and piece together:

the following gleanings from his private life, following up -our
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epenmg reflections with 1nformat10n 1evealed in tmmng over the
musby anél foxﬂotten pa.ges of the Wolvendaal Chumh Marriage
" Register.. S
N Under- date: “Anno 1789, den 27 Decr.:” it is reeorded
" that: “ De: Heer August Carl. Frederick, grave Van Ranzau, van
_'Holstmmde, Tuitenant ter Zee en - Flandsdienss, jongman, . meb
By Ehzabeth Cornelia Dngelb1 agt van Gale, ]ongedogtel. _
Lo It will thus be noted that very nearly a year after his auwal
Sin 03ylon this Count decided to unite his’ fortunes with those of
"a daughter of Jacobus Harmanis Engelbregt and his wife Sara.
' Cornelia, who was a grand- daughtel of Abmham "Anthonisz of
Amsterdam. . ‘
© Additional particulars relating to this fa.mllv are’ to be founc'i
“in a letter dated 1843 which was addressed by their only son, Carl
Frederic Theodore, to his eousin, Greorge Tidwyeh Hendrick Cart
' (Gount) Van Ranzouw, resident in Gilderlahd, Germany. _
- he sbates, is still living, and
““ig now in hisg 83rd year of age. My mother departed-this life in
the year 1829, aged 56 vears, In 1839, I had the misfortune to
. {ose my eldest sister, Louisa Henrietta (5. 6ih March, 1791) my
- second sister, Johannd Catherina (b. 29nd Nov: I 79u) having
“-died some years before. I Lave two more sigbers left, Ann Louisa
Blizabeth (b. 26th June, 1796} and Anthonetia Eliza Flednca,
- (b Gth October, 1799).
© " “fhe former was married in Octobel 1815, fo the son of :
Captain John Brohier, of the Duteh East Tndia Company’s Service.
‘The latter married in 1818, Cornelees William de BRun, whose
father wag also in the same Service. Of these occurrences my
'father has in due eourse made known to the family thers.
"7 am the ouly son of my father and live in'the same house
‘with him, but fate would have it so that I am far from being
.-hea,lbhy, my congtitution has suffered severely frowm repeated
“attacks of llness ...... & misgfortune. thh is to be mgretted
© ST think it also incumbent on me to inform the f&mlly that
-my father, who, though ab the surrender of the Island %o the
“PBritish Power, was in gireumstances so flourigshing as o’ compeis
“with the wealthiest in the Island, has since by a chain of mis-
- {ortunes both at sea a.nd land suffered so maberially as to place him
o absolute indigence...

“My poor and revered father”,
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In this lastk particular it is interestiog to glean from some old
records that the Dutch Governor, van der Graaf, settled fifty
families of weavers who wera brought over from Manipur, in India,
on a large tract of land in the Distriet of Chilaw, planted in coco-
nut, which originally belonged to the Counts van Ranzouw,

This observation lends weight to the statement asgerting the
comfortable cireumssances under which the Count ones lived, yet
apart from the consequences attributed to disorder in. trade and
finance which impoverished him in later years, there float in such
tales of his public life as are known which suggest that he always
preferred the state of his mind to that of hiz purse.

Tao such traits as marked him, out as a kindly aequaintance
and a generous friend, there was added another, viz, that not
unlike many another of the public men of his day, he enjoyed
himgelf immeénsely, and apparently gave full play to an amiable
weakness for good Dufch gin and frothy German beer. '

_ When he ultimately fell info very straitened eircumsbances and
the sfate of his fortunes was too desperate to he repaired, he was

granted an insignificant State pension of £1.17.6, a month, osten-

sibly in recognition of hig high connactions.

From comfort. and even fuxury, he took rebreat in a little:

house on the out-skirts of the City,
1844, in his 84th year.T ’

. Portions of an old letter which makes reference 60 the sad end
of a peculiarly chackered career, read as follows: ° His disorder

He died on the 27th of Ma.rch',

oan be mainly sttributed to advanced age and consequent debility-— .

his remains were buried in the Petbah Churoh- ya,rd a8 deeently g
posgible.”” .

Thls then. is the picture of a singular personage of the pasﬁ
whose fault in all affairs of life was apparently nob wanb of senss,
_ but want of self-consideration and self.restraint. T.at us see how

it fared with the yonnger brother who wag swaved by a pradilaction

for the profession of arms,

: There is liftle which can be gleaned of the private life of -

(Gount) August Christiaan Anthon, prlOI to his marriage.

"+ Note: The date in the genealogical table, Vol. 1 p. 102 of the ]ournal
and that given in Vol, 3, p 45, is incorrect.

DUTCH BURGHER TUNIGQN - 19

Investigation of the meagre details availabla goes to show that
he practically spent the whole period of his stay in the Island
" atbached to, or in command of, a Company at Galle.

. In the Dutch Presbyterian Church in that station, on the 20th

_of Pebruary, 1791, he was married to Antonia Petronella de Bordes,

As far as is known he might have made -other men's fortunes,

~hut he failed to make his own. Such is the unkindly gesture of

fate that to dissipate the latter delusion rumour reduces him to the

" post of “‘baker to the troops” at Galle in the early days of the capi-
- tulation. ' '

Aftor the death.of his wife, which oeccurred in the year 1805,
August Christiaan procesded to Batavia with one of hiz daughbers.
It would appear that he lost a daughter some time earlier in Ceylon,
while yet another, who was about thres years old at the time of his
departure from the Island, was Ipfb with his late wife's sisber ab
Galle, ' '

There is llhtle to add fo the later career of Count Anrrusi‘.

R Christisan. He died in the year 1808, shortly affer his ayvival in

‘Batavia, at Cheribon, while in serviece as Captain of Dragoons, in
"his 47th vear. Wae are in consequence compelled to glimpse down
. another channel which carries on she thread of our narrative.

The lifsle gitl, named Henrietta Charlotte, who was left in
;- Ceylon, to the profection of her aunt, married at the age of 14,
Petrus Carolus Roosmale Coeq, Sitting Magistrate, Girawe Pattu. f

_ There seems no resson why particular mention shouid ba made
-7 of-the age of the bvide, except perhaps to recall an event which -
__'might rightly be considered sttange indeed if it was lacking in
. romance. Unfortunately, such stories ag there might have been
“are left uneommunicated. . Bo, leaving imaginabion fo play ifs
L part, we pass on to another theme connected with this lady, which

'is as different from romance as is fact from fiction. :

. In making a comprehensive inspection possible, as opposed to
@ glimpse, of g historic document which has eome down to us, Tam
inclined to think that the full text of o memorial submitted by Mrs.
“Rocsmale Coeq in laber years to Her Majesty, Queen Vietoria, will
.not be found uninteresting to the reader.

1 Note: The entry in the genealogical table, Vol. 1, page 105, is incorrect,
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‘To the Queen’s Most Excellent Majesty,

The humble memoual of Henrietta Charlotte Fredrica Roosma}ecocq.
of Galle, in'the Island of Geylon.

: Sheweth

That your Memor:ahst is the. legltxmate daughter of August Christiaan
Anthon, Count van Ranuzouw, an officer in the army serving in Ceylon under;
the Pbutch E. I, Company who died at Batavia as QOaptain of Dragoons in the
year 1808 ; and that her said father stood in exactly the same degree of
rdahoﬂshlp to the Princess Anna Sophia of Saxe-Gotha, as your Majesty’s,
august Father the late Duke of Kent stoed in to that Princess’ brother Duke

Frederic 2nd as will appear on reference to the accompanying genaaloglcal :

and baptismal Papers.
That your Memarialist is the widow of Peter Charles Roosmalecocy
who for seventeén years held a civil appointment under the British Govern-
“ment in Ceylon, and (upon the abolition of his office under a change of system
in 1833) was placed upon a Superannuation Allowance of £75 a year.

That by her husband’s death which happened in April last, your Memg- '
rialist was left in a state of utrer destitution and has been compelled tobe .

indebted for her maintenance entirely to the contributions of private charity,
not being possessed of any property either by marriage settlement or by
inheritance from her father or her husband,; while the small pittance which
the latter had been 1 in receapt of from the Ceylon Government ceaSed with
his life.

That under such extreme circumstances your Memorialist prays that
vour Majesty will order that enquu—y be instituted into the facts herve alleged
—aiso with reference to the Petitioner’s not bemg undeserving on the score
of conduct and character of your Majesty’s gracious consideratien,

And having satisfied vourself on those particalars, that yeur Majesty
will extend to her such a measure of your bounty as may raise her one degree
above the precarious footing of purely individual benevolence, and enable

her to bass the residue of her widowed life free from the many distressing

anxieties that must ever attend upon a state of abselute dependence.
And Your Memorialist, as in duty bound
Shall ever Pray,
(Sgd.) H, ROOSMALECOC‘Q.
. Galle, Ceylon, October, 1852. '

In a letter dated, the 13th December 1852, addressed by My,

€. P. Layard, Government Agent, Western Provinee, to the Hon’ble

fihe Colonial Becrebtary, the former, who would appear to have been
called upon to report on the memorial under reference, states : '

ceeeerm . With regard to the alleged consanguinity of the Petitioner
and the Royal Family, the Treasurer who was supposed to possess all the
records connected with the claims to a pension (paid by the 'Irea:,ury) to
Count August Carl Fredecic van Ranzouw, has been able only to provide me
with the accompanying printed genealogmal table, whlch corresponds m‘
every respect with the Petitioner’s representation, §

I would ask leave to suggest that the Petitioner should be called upon tor
afford any additional information which may be required through the

Government Agent of Galle at whose station she resides, -

§ See Appendix L
{ Continued on page 26.)
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POPULARISING THE .UNION.

o A Specml Meeting of the Dutch Burgher Union was held a
the TUnion ‘Hall on Thursday, 26th March, 1931, at 6-15 p.m. to
_cons1der what steps should be taken to popularise the Union. In
f_ the absence of the President, Dr. V. vanLuangenberg, who was vobed
0 the Chair, explalned the object of the meeting,

: DR‘ SPI’L‘TEL in initiating the discussion, said that at the end
: of the last Annual Repmt of the Union there occurred the following
passage — “ We have to point out with regret that we do not think
he Union is receiving all the support it deserves from its members.
verythmg is being done, as far as funds will permit, to improve
“fhe ‘amenities of the Club, and provide for the comfort and recrea-.
-_tlon of the members, but the response so far has not been at all
encouraging and the attendance continues to be poor. It will not
6. out of place to remind members that the prosperity of the Union
epends entirely on their co-operation.” Dr. Spittel said that he did
0t think. too doleful a note represented the affairs of the Union as
t sbood to- dfw

'Theji had a Secretary with a decided flair for his job ag could
e seen from the excellent state of the Club and grounds, and they
hould try and keep him, as well as the Treasurer, who was 80
-well-suibed for his work, for the next twenty years if possible. The
nances of the Club were not in too bad a state either. And if a
a};-ge ‘sum had not heen misappropriated by a too-trusted felonious
lork; the Union would have a fair sum o spare,

" Up to recently the pelicy of the Union had been a very timor-
u's'_orie.' They had rules but were afraid to enforce them. If a
nember did not pay up his subseriptions they wrote to him, and if
he rephed saying he did not intend fo pay and asked that his name
7 ¢ taken off the Register, they were very loath to $ake any ackiown.
Tt t;hey addressed him again, and he wrote in reply a very insolent
' t_ter, they st111 elung to him. Zventually they would put his name
on. & list of “ non-active members.” That was the sort of poliey
;t_hey had adopted. The argument was that if you struck the nameg
£ su_ch members. off the roll, then you depleted an already numeri..
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: ca,ily amall membership. Dut that argument was really not a good
one. It was far hetter to have a few keen members than to have &
list of useless names on the books—however high-sounding they be.

Theﬁr had now changed all that. They had made rules and
were enforcing them. 1f a member did not pay his debts of hQHO‘ElI'
alter the repeated issue of notices, he was posted up; and if he gtill
refused to pay and found he had no use for the Union, then the
Union had no use for him and took his name off their hooks, They
had now a thoroughly self-respecting Club® to which they were
proud to belong.

There was one thing he ‘wished to say about the poorer mem-
bers. The amalgamation of the Union and the Club had resulted in
2 corbain number of members finding. themselves unable to. eonti-
sine thelr membership owing to their inability to pay the enhanced
subscriptidﬁ of Re. 9-50. Of course, that was a pity, but ib Would_
not do for them to lower the standard of the Club. If they locked
into the matter more clogely, they would find that these poorer
members were not altogether excluded from the benefits of the
Union. They ecould atbend the Annnal General Meetings, the
lectures, the dances, concerts, and the Annual Petes.”

Dr. Spittel then proceeded to say a tew words in vegard to the
position of the community in Ceylon. They fo_und it stated that
6wing to the grant of Self-Government, and to the fact that the
interests of the minorities were not sufficiently safe-guarded, Oeylpn
had become no place for the Burghers to live in. He did not agree
with that view at all. He had known of many men who had goﬁ_e
out of Ceylon, and he could not say thab they had done very wall
for themselves,

" stayed at home had not been less successful. It was o great mis.

take to encourage the idea that they should leave Ceylon and go.'
furbher afield, They should be very thankful fhat they had beepn.

born in an island like Ceylon where wage-earning was not so difﬁ-
enlt as in other countries.

*3ame members take objection to the use of the term *Club’ instead of
"nion?! The terms are synonymous, We belong to the Dutch Burgher
Union which has ita Chib ‘House, When inviting a guest, we can"hardl-y_r
ask him to come to our Union but:may invite him to.our Olub.

Some had been successtul, but many of those who'
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There were two contending interests in Ceylon—the interests
of the Ceylonese as against those of the Furopeans: and they had -
o remember that they were Ceylonese. Once they did that, they
would recognise that Ceylon was the plaece for them. They found
“. that whoever ehampioned the Ceylonese,

B also championed the
© . Burgher Community.

They had more o thank their friends the
leaders of the Sinhalese and Tamil Communities for than their
“own representatives in the Legislative Council. There was a
“time when the members of the Burgher Community in certain
:':departments were given preference over others, but that had now
- ceased. They could not expect to be a favoured community all
‘along. They had now to compete with the other communites, and
‘it would do them a world of good. Anything like favouritism tend-
:od to spoil eharacter, It was the most deplovable travesty of the
“truth to say that if you think well of yoursell, the world will think
swell of you. After all, self-effacement was really the hall-mark of
‘2 gentleman, and humility, not arrogance, was the quality of the
“truly learned. ' .
© . Addvessing the younger members, Dr. Spittel said that there
was rather a tendency on their part to regard themselves as superior
o the other communities. He was very much surprised some
ime ago to hear that a Duteh Y.M.C.A. representative, who
had come into touch with the young men of the different commu-
nities in Ceylon, had said, that of all of them, he was least
mpressed by the young men of the Burgher Community, - He
aid they seemed to think only of themselves. They did not, like
-the young men of the obher eommunities, wish o hear of the acti-
“vities of the Y.M.C.A. in other lands. That attitude was rather a
pity. While they should not push themselves forward in the
W_i"ong places;, they should at the same time not be diffident
“to'do so in the right ones.  They should assert themselves but nob
{)bt-tude themselves. They had now to enter the arena and compete
f_w%ith the other commundties, otherwise they would go under. That
c‘ompét’itjon would tend to make them a virile community. After
all the great thing was to do one's job, whatever it was, to the
best of one’s ability, and that would bring us the respeet of other
eommunities. - . _ o
i7" And now,” ‘said Dr. Spittel * we come to the cruzx of the

smaiter-—to the practical objeet for which this mesting was con-
ened. . . ' ' '
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“ That there is & paneity of atteazdance a6 this Club; with all its

' a.ttmctmns of bridge, b1111a1ds, bar, library, ete,, there can be no

doubt. When a defaulting member-—and the majority of us, I must

admit, are defaultérs in this respect—is asked why he does nob

attend the Club more often, his invariable answer is, © What is the -

use of going there? You meet nobody.,” One lady compared
_this empty building to a sepulchre! But_it has not quite reached.
that state yet. ' '

“1 remembel a bime When this Glub of an evenmg was the meebmg
place of a very fair number of its older memhers  What has hap-

pened to them recently I do not know ; but somehow, they have.

lost the habit of coming here. There seems to be something wrong -
which we must try to rectify—otherwise our existence as a factor for
mutual good is imperilled. The worst of it is that some of us are

very fouchy. If a fne_mber fas a grouse or a grievance against
another member he reflects it on the Club, and says, “T have given
up going to the Club because so and so, ete.” What ia difficult to
understand is why the Union should suffer for & private grievance.

Some come here and find, mot the old faces, to which they have

been accustomed, but new ones, and feel out of tune. For them the

vemedy ig to adapt themselves to the new generafion, otherwise -

they will soon find themselves friendless and cutlagted. And where

is one to find one's best friends if not in the folds of ohe’s own
.community & Others have this grievance :—They hold a view; . -
they advocate it in Committee or remain mum ; others’ opinidns
are ventilated; the matter is put to. the vote and won or lost or
watered down. If the decision arrived ai ismot the member's, he,

feels hurt and withdrows, and nurses resentment. After all the -
rational attitade is for us o present ouwr views to the best of cur =

ability, and if those views are not accepted by the majority, not to
“sulk, but merely to knuckle down and blame, if any.blams is
attachable, not our confreres bub our uneonvinecing advocacy.

“Bome say this Union is being run by a cotoﬁia for their own. -

ends. That is the most " dog in the manger” indietment of all.

No one takes an interest in this place, and when a few try to do so -

they are dubbed a coterie. Ivery member has as much right to
the privileges of this building as any one else, Why do those who

complain not brivif' their friends and come here? There is not a-

Club or Union on this planet that has nos its groups of compa-

o Island.

-
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“nions. And it is only by frequent meelings $hat we can cultivate

each othel s friendship.

“Well, welll —what with one thing and a,nother somea have
never loved this place, and some have logt the love they had,  And
we have got into the habit of ignoving this poor old institution
which should veally be the stromghold of ouwr community ; and

. where we should meet, exchange ideas, and give each other mutual

encouragement by advice and example. And so shall we continue
t6 hold the honourable place our.forebears did in the annals of our

* And, finally, fo come fo practical issues, we have made thia

S “Club attractive and intend making it still more attractive; for we

realise that only by doing so ean we ensure good attendance. There
¢an be no doubt thab whenever we have a funetion here it is always
well supported. We propose therefore the following programme -—
“{(1).. Friday to be Members' Day. Any one coming in on this
day can always be sure of meebing members of the Union and their
- families.
' (2). Billiard and Bridge Towrnamenis—Three or four a year,
(8). Sweepstakes.—Four a year. ‘
(4). Fectures.—About one every month. At which it is hoped

" more members will spealk than have done so far, both as an en.

couragement to the lesturers, and as & good training for the younger
members, who will thus cultivate thinking for themselves and

- giving those thoughts adequate expression—an invalnablo asset in life.

{(5). Dances.—About one every month from 6-30 to 9 p.m. or

. 9to 12 p.m. alternately.

. * Porhaps, we may, with sufficlent support, be able to have

) gymnamum and a ¢lasg'of eurhythmics for the younger generation.
Thls programine should appeal to every one male and femals,
61d and young. And if our members do not respond fo this, then
verily are wo a doomed Union, for we can do no more. \
e Phew ! T have finished. But it has lefb me feeling more like

a preaeher than a common or garden surgeon.” :
--A% the conclusion of Dr. pittel’s remarks, the follomng mom-
'-Bers offered eomments :—Messrs, D, V. Altendorff, A. H. Keuneman,
A Kriekenbeok, T. F. N. Gratiaon,” Miss Grace vanDort and

: "Mr. J. R. Toussaint. Dr. Spittel having replied, the Chairman

made a few comments and declared the meeting closed.

s
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GLIMPSES INTO THE PAST.
{ Continued from page 20.)

Tt is sald that the facts represented were duly acknowledged
by Her Majesty, but any claim based on them was dasowned on
the plea of a morganatic malrlage

Such then is the story of the Counts Van Ranzouw, 2 family

which is extincet to-dayin Ceylon. Ib is perhaps to Theodore, the
only son of Count August Frederie, that a correspondent to the
Ceylon Literary Register of 1887, whose identity lies very thinly
Véﬂed under the initials J.R.W., refers to as * a well-known figure
in Colombo in 1848, and a favourite with Lord Torringbon, who is
gaid to have had a specm.l weakness for blue blood.”

This single anchor nevertheless drifted. He dled unmarried
leaving a ‘natural born son., The name, carried over by a Marshall
or Mace bearer of the Supreme Court of the Island, lends weight to
the continuation of -the contribubtion to the Literary Register
previeusly referred fo.

“One could hardly reeognize in him,”’ states tho correspon-

F 3 ’
dent, ** the descendant of a Count, whose presence was a source of

danger to the State. His funetions are to repress all noises thatb
might arise aboub the Courts. He may be seen quietly perambu-

lating the verandahs of Hulftsdorp, mace in hand, and ejaculativg -

the one word: SILENCE ! always at the wrong moment. The

_gquiet man performs his onerous duties it mushk be said with com-

raendable impartiality. The neighing of a horse or the impatient
fervour of a pluperfect contender, brings down upon the offender,

-beash or man, hig sbern mandate of : SILENCHE! and nothing more,

Nor is sympathy ever witheld from him in his often fatile atbempt
to dislodge from a coign of vantage in the Supreme Court a chat-
tering adventurous crow, who refuses to believe that the mace
pointed at him is a death-bringing gun.

Strange fate thab a person named after the disturber of the

-

poace of a Ruropean Power should be employed in the work of -

maintaining silencs in tha plecinets of a Colonial Court..,, Btranger
- shill, his name does not even figure in Ferguson s Direcbory 1.V

RLB

’ Bom 28th July, 1676,

" He died on the 28rd March, 1732,
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Appendix L

GENEALOGICAL  TABLE.
Fredric, 1st Duke of Saxe Gotha.
' The Father of

_Duke Fre‘drilc_r the 2nd “and Princess Auna Sophia

of Baxe Gotha. of Baxe Gotha.

Born, 22nd December, 1870,
Married : Married :
Magdelena Augusia, Lodewig Fredrick Van Schwartz-
Princess of Anhaltzebt, herg Rudolstadt,
She died on the 28th Dec,, 1728,

Childeen of Children of
Duke Fredric the 2nd. ' Princess Anna Sophia.
Augusta of Saxe Gotha William Lodewig, Prince of

Schwartzberg.
. Born, 30th November, 1719 Born, 15th February, 1696.
Married : - Married :

Fredric Lodewig, Prince of WcllGS Henrietta Caroline Van Gebanren, .
(son of George the 2nd) and under the name of Baropess Von
Flectoral Prince of Hanover. Broekenburg.

She died on the 8th February, 1772, He died on the z6th September, 1787,

Grand-childven of
Duke Fredric the 2nd. Princess Anna Sophia.

George the 3rd, King of Great Louisa Henrietta, Baronéss Von

© Britain, Brockenburg.

Born 4th June, 1738, Born:-7th Septeraber; 1732,
Married: ) Married :

Sophia Oharlotte, Princess of Meck- Christoff Ferdinand Anthon Van

lenberg and Strelitsz, Ranzouw, of Schmoll and Hoenfsld.
He died in January, 1820, She died on the 26th March, 1788,

Grand-children of

Great grand-children of
Princess Anna Sophia.
August Oarl Fredric and Augusé

Christian Anthon

(Jcunts Van Ranzouw.)
’

Great grand-children of
Duke Fredric the 2nd.

George the 4th : King of Great
Britain, also Edward Augustus,
Duke of Kent, the father of
Vietoria, Queen of Great Britain.

_ (Genealogical Roman Imperial Governmenb Packet Book of
the year 1777, at Wrankfort on the Maine, by Fransz Varentrupp
with the privilege of the Roman Hmpire.)

a
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Appendix 1L
ARMORIAL, BEARINGS OF THE VAN RANZOUW.
FAMILY. '

Arms :(—Quarterly, 1st and 4th colour hali silver, half red. 2nd
~and 8rd colour, gold, six lozenges above and the like num-
ber below, placed 3, 2, 1, between it a bend sinister sable;
over all in surtout an ineseocheon azure charged with a
lion rampant. Three helmebs with coronets bearing the

following creste: 1.-A pair of wings; 2. Two elephant

Lrunks with the upper ends supporfing a royal crown; 3.
A circular sereen surrounded by a band of peacock
feathers and placod against a sword, erech.
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ON GRUMBLING.
By A. N.W.

Grumbling is one of the minor vices of mankind ; in fact it is
tolerated in such a kindly manner thab oneis almost apt 4o forget -

 that it is a vice. A grumble ab fate is permissible, grousing af

authority is fair, and giving vent to one’'s pent up feelings is jush
letting off steam fo clear the atmosphere! Great are the uses of

‘grumbling ; political reforms are thus brought about, the fires of the

domestic hearth rekindled—with luck-—and other benefits securad.
But thiz is one side of the pieture; on the obther hand, we know .

~ that political grumblers may only suceeed in producing painful raps

on the knuckles, and domestic grousing results in an almighty up-
beaval that will astonish the individual letting off steam, and the
other benefitig turn out to be only apparently so. When all ig said
and done then grumbling is not -a thing to be easily glossed over.

Similarly grumblers are a nuisance to be classed with seolds and
philogophers like Ruskin and Diogenes. A grumbler is a man with
a grievance, fo he avoided at the club and never asked to drop in
for tea. A man may grumble over a small thing or a matter of
great importance, the guality of his whisky or the decay of the
communiby, bub his mentality is just the same. He is a grumbler.
There have been great grumblers in the World's history who have
lad the masses astray by some ghrange quality of leadership, but for
the most part grumblers are men of small minds and ergo intolerant
and intolerable. Much mischief is done by grumblers who are by
no means careiul when and where they grumble; as arule they
forget cantion when they are busily letbing off sheam.

A very grave complicabion enters inko grumbling, A grievance
that begins life as a mole hill may be as high ag Adam’s Peak
before the grumbler has finished with i5. When a grumbler finds
& sympatbetic listener the resulbs are bad encugh, but when two
grumblers meet over a common grievance the resull'ig berrible. They
urge each other to fresh endeavours, they hold an indignation
meeting for themselves, and far from finding comfort in their sym-
pathy for each other, they work themselves into a fury and retire
from the fray unfit for polite society. This may seem a gross ex-
aggeration bub it is not. EHvey truthinl grumbler will confess that
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this is exactly whap. he feel

his bosom, yet grumblarg s?alsdoaifeafvgxgoel;‘;?fz?zw o
grievanco likes to have new id o
thizer. Of course when fwo
grievance happen to meet, then
prize IS to the swift and the batt

only,
¥, 18 the grumbler not 5 bore, but a delightful entertainer.,

‘Many men beguils life’
a's dusty way by
at each other, and the grumblerz g 8 opposition e

defect the trick. This is o great g
tunity that. comes my way.
less grumblers in our own ¢
Club is fairly free of them!

A man with a

grumblers each with a different
comes the elash of arms and the
16 to the strong! Then and then

ame and I never lose an oppor-
There are any number of really price-
ommunity, but T am happy to say the -

All great cynies have been gromblers..
shown proved himself ons, Swift was
r

Edumgbjsflsei:!,? g;reat and abiding brillianco saved theses distinguish
rom’ extinetion as rhere b ,

@ ores, In modern &
dls;?l?,;;i[d Sh;w stands foremost as a grumbler but very cletlrgi(las
8w grumblers possess Brain ’ .

> 8 such ag thege, and
] st as well too, for when we consider thab grumblors are mor:: (;.:

less in the majority, the
world would be t
brains in proportion to their sentiments. opsy turvy if they all had

Diogenes as has heen
a grumbler, Thackeray was a

oas on the subject from a sympa- R

full of their own grouse, do not
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ROAD COMMUNICATIONS IN
DUTCH TIMES.
By J.R. T

_ In these days, when the whole island i is covered w1th 2 network
of roads which are the envy of visitors from all parts of the world;
it is diffieult to visualise a state of things in which the only means of
communication by land ‘consisted of rough foot-paths infested with
sna.kes and wild animals. It is ‘sometimes sought to cast discredib
_on the Duteh a.dmlmsbra,hon by asserting that the Dulch wers so

- engrossed in the acquisition of wealth that they negleched tho work
of developing the country by the opening up of roads. Those Who
level this eriticism lose sight of the fact that the. roads, such as
they were, during the Dutch administration were suited to the

" circumstances of the fimes when vehicular traffie wag unknown,
and journeys from place to place were made on fuot, those in afflu-
"ent circumstances zlone being carried in doolies or palanguins by

' coolms Tiven so late as the year 11848 there was no proper system
“of roads in certain parts of the island. Ma]or Skinner, the great
_Road-maker, in his book on Ceylon, says i “The district of Batti-
“caloa {(and indeed the whole of the eastern dlstrlcts of the island) is
" destitute of roads ; it is traversed by indistinet foob-fracts (on which

; a stranger would be as much ab a foss withoub a gu:de a8 on the

oo prairies of America). These paths pass either through or round

o the mairgin of tanks, swampy marshes, and tidal flats, arossing so

many rivers and wide dry inlefis of the sea as to be impracticable to

-an unaided traveller during any but the driest seasons of the year.”

The main routs to the Kandyan country in Dutich times was

_ wia Batticaloa, not however along the trace of the present Batti-
-7 s ealoa- Badulla voad, which was consbructed only in 1871, but from
Batticalon bo a point near Sammanbural on the south, and thence
-~ aeross counfry in an almost. straight 'line to Eandy across the
Mahaweliganga. There were, however, several other paths known

. ounly tio the native inhabitants, and Jacob Burnand, when Chief of
Batticaloa, set himself the task in 1791 of preparing for adminis-
R tra.twe purposes a degeriptive lish of all the routes from Bafticaloa
-&( w0 to Kandy. . These lists, which are given below, are accompanied by
e -remarks regarding the “‘situation, population, and quality” of the
e roa,ds and lands traversed, and as they exhibit the condition of the
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Batticaloa Distriet 150 vears ago, they -will no doubt be read with
interegt. The quaint Duteh spelling of names is « little eonfusing,
hut to those who are acquainted with the District, the identification
of the villages will not be difficult. The lists were obtained from
the Mackenzia Collestion of Manuscripts in the India Office,
London.

- First Statement of the Roads to Kandy.

From Baticalo up the river or along of it is a good road

Doy .. - ... 9 hours

to Sampanturre, and from thence to the provineo :
© Nadokade Westwafd partly thro' large wood for ... 10 do

to Navelaa.r, a small river, which makes the borders

between the Baticalo distriet and the provinee

Welletje or Welas, from thence is a good and hard

road thro' uninhabited lands between thin thickets

and little plains, where nothing else is to he found

than a few corals, for . B do
to Pabtepaleaar, a sma!l river, being the road from _

thence perfectly the same ag above during e 6 do
to Kotbegave, a large Moormen village, whereabout ara

a few Chingaleese hamlets in a tolerably cultivated

land, being the road as above stated for _ .. b5 do
to Itjenewatte, a large and popuiar Chingaleese village,

going from thence a good road between lifitle

villages and wood on a distance of o 4 _dd . :

to Chiapelle, gravet or boundary at the limits of the
Provinee Bintine. Hers is a good Chingaleese
village and a guard at bhe gravet close by, a little
river between two hills covered of wood —being the

~road from thence thro’ a hilly land for : e 3 do.‘.-"j .

to Pallewatte, & small hamlet cecupied by Chingaleese
Bellales. From thence ig the road as above said
thro’ large wood, two ehannals and a htble plainon -
a distanee of C : e 6 do

tio Kandepatteaar, a place on the right of. the shore of
the river Kingay whére yome inhabifants maintain
themselves by cutting the Chenas, The road is
along the river as aforesaid during e 4 do
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o Oomsaar, a place ab the river of Kingay where abouk
' ‘afew small hamlets are found,being the road along :
the S&ld river and a hilly land, very dlfﬁculb for ~ ... T hours

".'fso Kemblantorre, a ferry over the river of Kxngay,
~whieh the informer avoided crossmg, conbinding his
) ::roa;d ag above along the river over a horrible hlgh
-and bald mountain which must be ascended and #
e 'descended during .. 6 do
:'co Deebol&, a large village of Bellales and a frmbful and
: S wwell cultivated land tho' somewbab ﬁlthy going, &
stony road from fthence first thro’ high wood and
* . thereafter thro’ inhabited and well eultivated lind _
.- during ... 8 do
to Angra,nkette Nagery, where a King's country house
"~ is, not far from high mountains on the left hand,
- ..being the road thro’ populated and eultivated land
" for e 3 do

-ﬁd:Kandy . ... Total 76 hours

~.-N.B. 'The informer declares of having passed thro’ the above
- mentioned roads four $imes, being however not unaeguainted with
‘an - éasier road over the river of Kingay, thro’ which the King
“travelled in the year 1759 to Baticalo.

"Near to Ttjenewatte or thereabout are sevéral good villages
nd near each other Viz,, Kovigamma, Rattemalle, Badlegamme, .
Banderewe, Jakoornawe, Nanapranse and Aywelly,

'Second Statement of the Roads to Kandy.

- .m_former agrees with very liftle difference, with the

first - statement compufing thre’ the reads afore-

said from Batticaloa, during ..o 37 houra,
Chiapellé gravet, a village of the Chinado cast among

" the Chingaloese, where is a giavet with a guard be-

“iween two lithle mountains covered of wood, béing

“"an easy road thro’ high and populated wood

" during = - : o 8 do.
‘Pangrama, a large Moormen village on the right

" ghote of the river Kingay, which must be crossed

5
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to Kandy ... o Total

with Donys for the most part of timo, as that river
is the only fordable for two or three menths a year
in the season. To the said village belong many
fields and good lands, and on the opposite shore goes
a good road on the lefti of the river, partly thro' thin
wood where Chenas are cub and pavbly over con-
_vanient dams along the said river, during

to Kelole, a Chingaleecse village to which a greal many

good fields belong, Here are residing a Moodaliar
of the Court and two Attepattoo vidanes to ad-
minister some of the King’s farms thereabout.
From thenece goes the road still along the river and
and a hilly land eovered of wood where Chenas
ate oub, during

to Patiapale, an uninhabited place, where the river of

Kingay is fordable almost the whole of the year
over rocks, being the road from thence when on
the opposite shore, along the right of the river and
" a chuin of little mountains covered with thin. Mar-
roods wood, tolerably easy tho” somewhat narrow
and dangerous on a distance of

to Kemblantorre, a ferry over the river, where some

houses and fields are found on both sides. Not
crossing that river, but remaining on the right
hand, goes the road over & very high rocky and
bald mountain, up and down during

to Decbola, » large provision village of the King sibu-

ated in o fertile soil. Here is a guard of the King's
people, and the country iz much cultivated and full
of fine villages, and on the left hand is ab a great

distance a very large mountain named Garlitte or

Garleeda. TFrom thenee iz tho road thro’ an in-
hahbited and caltivated land during a walk of

. . 9 hours,

5 do.
4. do.
5 do.
'T ao.

] bouré'.-
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‘Third Statement of the Roads to. Kandy."'

In this third statement the informr agrees with the

two foregoing tables, a very little difference except-
ed computing irom Baticalo to the boundary be-
tween - the Provinces of Welletje -and Bintene
{;hro’ a good and hard road and many villages as
aforesaid, during

to Chmpela gravet, a village of the Chiandos cast, where

a gravet and a guard are found hetwesn two small

s rivers and hills, which make not the roa.d_mconve
‘nient. Here about are a few fields and many Che-
- nag and a good road going over high wood, during...

'ho_Pahgmma, a large village at the river of Kingay to
“which many fields, graxing lands snd gardens he-

. 39 hours.

long.. Here must the river be erossed with Doneys -

:to Bimbige, a place likewise at the river nob distant

from a Chingaleese village to which a few fields are

'._atbached. From here the road goes between the
“left shore of the river of Kingay, and a chain of

rocky mountains and high hills eovered of thin Maz-
roode wood, during

: to Kemblantorre, aferry and small village with a field,
.. going the road from thence first over a very high
- and bald mountain named Wenerowe, and there-

after thro’ an inhabited and well cultivated land,.
during o '

to Rémka!y, a large village with a great number of fields

and gardens. This village is stated to be npwards

: - of 4n hour situated from the river of Kingay, being
7 the road from thence very good thro’ a well culti-
- yated and inhabited province, during

- and proceed along.it thro’ thin wood a.mi on un- |
- inhabited country by the road, durlng

. '5"- do.

o Kandy ... S ~ Total ... 71 houys.
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Fourth Statement of the Roads to Kandy.

The informer, a grand son of Magola Mohandiran, per-
fectly agrees with the second table, computing from :
Batiealo . 854 hours.

to Kelele, a populous village of Chingalay billales with
many fields, grazing land and gardens, being half of
the road from thence thro' an inhabited land very
good, and the remainder stony and hilly along the
river, during .. B _ do.

to Wenerowe, a very high mountain of rocks mixed with
. red earth, covered with small thickets situafed not
much distant from the river of Kingay. Tha pro-
vince is not inhabited and- the road goes from
" thence over the said mountaing, during .. 6 do..

to Kamkalls, being a goed and large village surrounded
of fields, grazing Jands;and gardens. The road is
there good and easy, snd goes thro’ an inhabited
land, where many“‘small villages are, dm_'ing e b do.

to the river of Kingay in front of Ka.ndy, and ctossmg

the river for ~ % do.

One arrived in Kandy

Many éb.her people having béen examined as to the condibtion
of the roads to Kandy via Welletje have unanimously declared as
ahove sha.t_ea._

Near to the village Nadene at the viver of Baticalo just op- -

posite to the Tile Kiln, a road goeth cross thro' the woods to
Navelaar, This ig much shorter and ecasier than thro’ the Pro-
vinee of Champanturre and Nadekada,
or § hours thro' the Wedah's wood- without auy village or hamlet,
exceph Ra.nemado, where & fisld and a ecuple of houses are found

_ The Ghmgaleese came down ﬁhis road in bhe former war with -
their-armies till the plain of Ma.ndore, in the Province of Errow!e,‘

on the opposite shore of the Tile Kiln. -

. 71% hours.

This road goeth during 8
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‘Fifth Statement of the Roads to Kandy.

.. Onthe North of Baticalo in the Provinee Erore is a
- - little river, coming from the Wedah's woods, which
unites with the large river before the village Frore.
Ag this little river or channel is the most parb dry
in the whole year, the spot tends to a convenient

~and sandy rtoad to go from Erore in % hours

- “ho P.oot&npoory, a small ‘hamlet in the Wedah's wood,
where a tew Mooremen cultivate a good field. The, K
-road is from there ag above stated ab & distance of 8 do

. to Paddawilly, a sort of village where the chief Vidane
**over the wild Wedah's resides, standing under the
control of the Dessave or Regent of Wellet]e‘
" From thence is the road very good, tho' somewhat
stony and rocky and likewise thro' the Wedah's
‘Wood during. . . : s e T A0

- to Bintene Naggery or Poodo Naggery (by the Chinga-
: leesa named Aloutneer), This is a palace or place
of retirement and stronghold of the King of Kandy, ~ ' -
- bepween rocky mountains ab the river of Kingay,
and n vety fertile soil and situated in the centre. of
“woods, where always a large guard and magazines
;. for provisions are kept, the Kandyans being very
. sugpicious and fearful against all sbtrangers wha
- may travel thither. Here the river is passed and
" going thro’ truitful and well cuItlvated tields of the
. '_,'ng for about o 9 do
to Ohandanganaway, a provision village, very populous
" .and oceupled of the King's slaves or Pundare
“pullays.  From thence the road goes along i;hé
:river of Kingay thro' woods and cultivated lands
between for abouk ' e 8 do
“to Pangrama, a ferry as above stabed, and the' further
.+ rond follows as the informer has stated in the

: .. foregoing third table, namely for . 26 de

55 hours

'o: Eandy Tobnnl
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Sixth Statement of the Roads from Baticalp to
Kandy thro’ the Corlepatto Tamankaddewe,
the Country of Matele &c., as Reported
by People who are. Travelling Twice

' a Year thro' them.

From Baticalo via Erore a_véry good roaq goeth thro’ -
inhabited and well cultivated land for upwards of 10 hours

to Saraywilly, a good village ab the borders between
the Province Erore and the Qorlepattoo. From
thenca goebh likewise a good road westward thro’
the latter Province and the Tasbern patk of
Mamankaddews, thro' several small villages with
some fields belonging to the same, and almost
continually thro’ wood, during - ... 16 do

to Kingaytuire, a ferry at fhe river of Kingay, where
about are o lew detached houses. From thence
goett & good hard road wesbward down bhe river of
Kidgay thro’ an inhabited land, where three
villageis ave o be found, during .
to Topary, a large village occupied by Ma.lla.bmrs,.bo
which many fields belong, and the road ‘heing
further as above mentioned thro’ well cultivabed o
1and on a distance of _ = 5% do
to Padopalle, a littie Moormen hamlet in the districh of
the Wanniah of Minnery in the Tamankaddewe
jurisdiction. Here are ‘s few fields o be found.
Tha road further is stony and hilly, first thre
thickets and thereatter high wood till a boundary
ab a little mountain, where the troops of Baticaloa
came in the former Chingalay war. Here is the
‘boundary that separates Tamankaddewe from the
country of Mabels, and the road gooth furbher over
that gravet computed from Padopalle, during . B} do

63 do

to Nohjetota.&), 4 small Moormen village in the land of
Matele, to which & few fiolds are attached. From
' hence the road goeth as above gaid thro’ high wood . .
_and few inhabited land on a distance of e 4} do
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$o Nawelay, a Ohinga,lees.e vilidge, with fields, grazing
land and gardens, the road goiyg as aforesaid thro’ S
bigh and inhabited wood during .ws 3% hours

to Nalende Gravet, being an extensive Chingaleese
village, close to another one of the Moormen named
Mandamalle, both situated in a fertile and well
cultivated soil. There is in this place a gravel and
a strong guard, and strict attention is kept there of
the poing and coming people. This is also the
vesidence of the Regent when hé comes to the
province of Matels. From thence a very good road
goeth over a plain land with many villages, fields
and gardens, during ... 6% do

" 'to Panname, & large Moormen village of 500 houses

more or less, Here about are in a fertile soil
.several other villages, and a very good road, during 1% do

to Narangatje Malle, a very high mountain sarrounded

~ of villages, a fruitful and well cultivated land, from

~ _ thence is a troublesome road over the said moun-
tain in another well cultivated provinee, daring ... 5% do

to Koowegodds, a largo Moormen village, from whence

the road is very good thro” populcus and well
cultivated land, during e 6% do

" to the river of Kingay, which being crossed, one may

come in vee 2 do

" to Kandy ... e w. Tatal 73 hours

The foregoing six statements of the roads leading from hence

to ‘Kandy, are colleeted from various people, each separately,

rhabitants of Baticalo. The said pecple were distinetly examined
y the undersigned without the one knew anything of the other,

~and they were thereafter cross-examined in order to clear up the

ifferdnces that their several statements contained.

As to the situation, population and quality of the roads and
lands mentioned in the aforesaid statements, the following remarks

_are required Vig ;—
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1. All the said roads are in the rain monsoon on account of
the rivers and overflowings not approachable for a number of people,
who must carry their trade provisions &e., with them. This
period ean be fixed from the latter end of Novembey fio the begmmng
of March, or abt least thres months and a half in a year.

2, That part of the Kandyan country hounded by the
territories of the Company i in general little inhabited and fall of

wood, so that the said part with the deserts that are in the Com-.

pany’s jurisdietion - itself, ean be considered as the most difficult
portion of the road, thro” which all the necessary provisions must
be carried. : _

8. The breadth of the said wood is unequal but can be com-
puted at B or 12 hours, the road being almost everywhere hard and
good, withont mountaing or troublesome passages. The Kandian
land bullocks with bheir drivers are going to and fro with mueb

4. Somewhat further the country seems to be a little rocky
and hilly, tho' actually more fertila, better populated and cultivated,
till the chains of mountaing, which surround the Kandyan high
country.

5. Inall the Kandlan low country abundance of ﬁne oxen -

and cows are found, and even in the wood are here and bhere some
inhabibants, who keep their stables for catitle and find their liveli-
haod from the breed of buffalows and cows.

6. The broadest part of the Wedah's wood is bebween the
Northern district of Baticalo and the country of Bintine, stretching
itgelf here till the river of Kingay. Irom Frore to the said river
may be estimated at a distance of 24 hours' walk thro’ a plain land
covered of fine high wood, in whiech here and there small openings
‘of plain are found. Here about reside the most part of the wild
‘Wedahs, together with their chief Vedane, who is appointed by the
Kandians, and lives in the midst of the said wood at Paddawilly.

7.- The Kandians and the said wild Wedahs on their instiga-

tion, keep the roads thro’ this part hid as much as possible for the
Company’'s inhabitants, and the latter did also from time to btime

kill some of our Moormen traders there to frighten the others by if.

The reason - thereof will be most probably, that the roads thro' the
anid wood are the easiest and without mountains till about  Along-
neer or Poodo Naggery, a retiring place of the King menbioned in

DUTCH BURGHER UNION : 41

the fifth statement aforesaid. Nevertheless as woll the Kandiang
" a8 otir inhabitants say that this voad is unapproachahls on account |

of the thick wood and fthe resigtance Of the wild Wedahs, 'The

undersigned supposes thab this must be the shortest and easiest

road to invade Kandy from this side. The information acqmre& in
" the fifth statement shows this plamlv, and the difficulsy of the -
‘resisfance of ﬁha wild Wedahs -is of littie consequence for Legula.r
' troops who should march thro' this road, if only for 5 or § days
_p10v1s1ons are carried. with them, and the artillery and or nance
- ‘should follow them thro" another road.

- The most prineipal of henefit that by an expedition thro’ thab
.. road can be obtained, is, that the march .can he made in secret,

before the Kandiansg should have time to assemble together and
“make. any resistance from that side, and we should be at Aloutneer -
" before the Regent of the Province Welletje can come there,

8. As to further marches to Kandy, the undersigned ig of
opinion that they are very difficult from this side, because the
passages aleng the river of Kingay, over HKelels, Pgtiapals, Kem-
. blantorre, Deeboola, according to the first and second statements,
“and from Bimbige and Kelele to Ramkaly agresable to the third or
 fourth sbatement, appear not only difficult but also dangerous, on-
- ‘acoount these passages ave thro” a narrow road between the rivers
.~ and chains of mountains,

o 9._ The roads thro’ the counfry of Tamenkaddewe and Matele
- appear to me much easler and safe, as it may be seen in the sixth
: '_:_statemenﬁ. Theve should be thro’ this road only one mountain of
_importance, namely that of Narawgatjemalle, which may be passed
- 'on from Panamo fhro’ other roads known to the people of the
] _c_ou'ntry. ) .
Baticalo the 2nd June 1751
~ (Signed) J. BURNAND,
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OUR DUTCH CORNER.

EeN OUDHOLLANDSCHE KLERK.

© Het is een heeten dag, do lucht is zwaar, en rondom heetscht

stllte Geen enkel blad van de ouds -Sooriyaboomen verroert zich,
' Wolken, die regen voorspellen, bewegen zich met ragsche schreden
naatr het.zmden Zielts de spresuwen die gewoonliik op-de daken

zitten te tiilpen, verschuilen zich onder de lommerrijke Sooriya en

wachten op de monsoen regen, die aangekondlgt wordt ‘door den
naderenden donder. ' .

' Wl] verplaatsen ons op een gewonen dag emde Mel 1820, vier
. en bwintig jaren na de overgave van het eiland aan de Briksche
Macht. - Alle gegoede Hollanders hebben zich reeds teruggebroklen
naar Java. Alleen de armen die lang - en vergeefsch wachtben
voor de herstelling van de Hollandsche regeering, zijn geblevea. In
pen groote pakhuis dat geng tot de Hollandsche Qost-Indische Oom
pagnie behoords, met tallooze a.fdeehngen, waarin allerhande spe-
cerijen, koffie en-andere goederen; tot gan den nok van het dak
opgeslagen zijn, treft men éen oude Klerk aan; gonsamd Samuel
van der Weide, Hij is van Holiandsche afkomst, van de familie

van der Woeide, die in vroegere tijden veel mvload nifoefenden in .

de hoofdstad van Oeylon.

‘Na een verblijf van honderd jaren in Ceylon hebben de_

Ceyloneesche Hollanders iebwab veranderd van de Furopseeschs
Tollanders. Hij droeg geen grooten hoed met slappen rand, rookbe
ook geen goudsche pijp en was niet zoo zwaar van Lijf en leden. -
Samuel was juist het tegenovergestaldes, bij was zoo dun en
lang als een snijboon. Hij droeg een gnesuw- -witten jas meb gasl
vest, een witten brosk meb vele plooien versierde zijn  onderliif,
In een grooten zijzak van ijn broek had bij een kolossalen rooden
zakdoek verborgen, groot genoeg om er con klein kind in e wik-
kelen, Hii droeg dungezoolde schoenen met witte kousen, In
zijn zak had hij een zwaar gouden horloge met ketting, geerfd van
zijn groofvader. .
~ Hij was de vertrouwds klerk van de Engelsehe firma Messrs,
W. & S. en buiten dab was hij ook makelaar handelaar en de
raadgever aan do firma. Zijn kennis van de inheemsche handelaars
was van veel nub door de firma, daar zij albijd er op uit waren

DUTCH BURGHER UNION . 43

zichzelf “zooveel ‘mogelijk - in een eerlijke of andere manier be
bevaordeelen. Hij was ook pa.khmsmeester\en kassier en dulzenden,
rupees gingen door zijn handen.

_ Het was een lust hein door het pakhuis te zien loopen meb
opgezetten borst en met hoofd omhoog, teth]l hij achbeloos een
grooten bos sleutels in ‘zijn hand liat rammelen, - :

_Hij was altijd zeer druk bhesig, daar hij ook het toezicht had
over de jonge klerken. . Als zij eenige fouten maakben, hetzij den
tesken vergaten of een misrekening maakien, dan konden zij een

" goede bestraffing verwachten. Als eon man een fout maakbe, dan

.- zou hij zich liever begraven dan =zich vertoonen aan Mr. Samuel,

- Hij was een rare vent maar zeer getrouw. Zoo bekwaam was
hij dat het regeering hem zeer graag van de firma over had willen -

S nemen, maar dak was nieb mogeh)k daar hij te zeer aan de ﬁrma o

e gohonden was. . .

' Het werk ig afgeloopen. ' Laten wij hem nu eens volgen naar |

" ijn huis in Moliebaan Straaf in de' Pettah buiten het fort van
Colombo., Het verbaasd ons als wij hem met. zijn vrouw en
kinderen Portugeeseh hooren spreken. Dit was de gewoonte in he$

‘ begin van de Engolsche rogeering, daar de Hollanders niet

= aangemoedigd werden hun eigen taal te leeren, Zelfs godurends de

- latere dagen van de Hollandsche heerschappij was er Veel_POrﬁu.-
geesoh gesproken voornamelijk onder de kinderen en alaven.
"In deze tijd van verval van de oost Indische CUompagnie
: :” deden #lj geen moeite om Hollandsch te leeren, Zij verkozen een
I gemakkelijke leven, zmonder nadenken over de toekomst. En het
" liet hen absoluut koud of zij Hollandsch of Portugeesch spraken.
" Tedere kerstdag placht deze oude klerk met zijn vrouw en
““kindersn den Directeur van wijn firma te hezoeken en werd daar
o peer harbe]yk verwelkomd. Na genbten te hebben van de fijnste
- porﬁ en- andere  dingen, gmgen zij in een gelukklge stemming
hulswaarts. .
Op n:euwmarsdag bla.cht de Directeur en #jn familie een
tegenbezqek Alles werd voor dezen dag in gereedheid gebracht,
* Het huis werd een goeden beur gegeven, er werd geschrobd gaveagd
ge.verfd geplakt en geboemd . .
27 De muren waren wit gepletsterd de meubelen Werden gepoh]sb .
dat.-men zich er in kon spiegelen. De tuin was vol van vruchts
hoowen en bloem struiken en in beste orde.
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In de voorkamer. werden de Directeur en zijn familie onf-:
vangen, ' ' '

Het ouden zilveren servies werd voor den dag gebaald en da
bestie Hollandsche lekkernijen en wijn werd gepresenteerd.

Laat in den avond ging de Directeur met zijn ‘familie onder
yeel dank bebuigiog en in opgewekte stemming naar huis, .

Zoo gingen de dagen van  deze oud hollandsche klerk voorbij.
De dag kwam dat hij wegens ouderdom zijn dienst neer moest
liggen. Hij nam zijn ontslag met de voorwaarde dat hij tob zijn
dood de balans na zou kijken en opmaken en als een oud bediende
van de firma zou onderteekenen.

Dit deed hij voor vele jaren, totdat hijk eindelijk zijn eigen
balans moest opmaken in bet register van de Wolvendaalsche kerk
waar hij met eerbied begraven werd —(From an old BEnglish
. Journal). :

e N e FRE

BY THE WAY. | .

————

NorEs BY NIEMAND.

While Pandit Jawaharlal Nehra was in Ceylon last ‘\Z[ay 00
mueh comld not be made of him or sald of him. His publig
meotings were crowded bo the doors, and when he spoke oub of
doors the eircumference within which his andience gathered wonld
have rivalled that of a oricket match crowd. The Pandit came
here seeking rest, but found none. He was given more information,
about Ceylon than he needed, he was asked more questions than he
could answer, his advice wag sought on more intimate and delicate
topies than he burgained for. His photograph was sold widely and

heeame the subject of a lawsuit., When he arvived he wag given
the recepbion befitting a hero, and when he left acrowd escorted him

" %o his steamer,
. . He

Now that he is gone—and it is little more than a month—we .

" do not hear of him, His fine sayings are not quoted. Even- the
vogue for Gandhi caps hag, temporarily perhaps, ceased to appeal,
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-Doubtless, a good deal of thig seemmg neglect is dus to the elec-

tions which have engaged the immediate attention of ca,nd1dates

~ and their supporters But that is not all.

* * *

One cannot get rid of the impression that the Pandit found
the situation differont in- Ceylon from that with which he Was
familiar in Tndia. Ceylon politicians were of less interest to him
than the Indian labourers in Ceylon. ~“ We have lost our hearts to
Lanka”, he said to his admirers on parting from them. “ But I
would point out that the fundamental bagis of all nationa! move-

. menty and great nations wmust be sell- rehance, diseipline, and a

capaclty for sacrifice and suffering.”

Lo )
Mo B3

' There are many of us who believe that this applies to Dutch

 Burghers as well as to the other communities in the Island.

* * re
‘Here is another word of wisdom: “ They [in Ceylon] talked
about constitutions in terms of pure political theory—it was about

o .tlme thati they cons1dered these questions from the human point of
- V1ew

#® # e

The elections so the State Council are over, and there is a

" breathing interval till the formal opening of the Council, and
{according to some) the work of destroying it begins. A morning
. paper analysing the returns points oub that there are, in the Coun-
- ¢il, 27 Loow-country Sinhalese, 11 Kandyans, 5 Tamils (4 hore 0
__=__-follow). 2 Furopeans, and one Muslim, who is a Moor. There isno
__Burghqr and no Malay. The one Burgher who contested a seat
- hag to forfeit his deposis.

* ® #*

. 'The general result is no surprise, though the rout of certain

.ca;ndida_bes was not expected. But it seemis absurd tc ecrow, asif
- Com munalism hag been overthrown, and Communalists confounded.
It by communalism is meant racialism, everyone knows that
racialism wag very much alive at the elections, and that is not to
* he disproved by the fact that fwo Huropeans have been elected.  Buk
there i3 a communalism of creed and caste as well as of race.
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- On the whols, the elections have gone on pretty much the
game as in Buropean countries. ~ One reflects with satisfaction that
order prevailed, and that not more than a few * regrettable
incidents ” have come before the law courts. Another nobable

feature is the keen interest shewn by the women-voters, who are

" gaid to have changed the result of move than one slectoral contest.
T - - % _ # CL
" - The Donoughmora Commission may well congratulate ibsclf on
‘the success of its daring experiment in granting us the aduls suffrage.
. We know now, or must take the fact for granted, whow ° the
- peopla” want as their representatives, and our duby as voters and
~ as a parb of * the people” is to co-operabe as heartily as we can
" with them to -secure at least as good a govemmenh ag wo have had
before,
. . #* . S ® )
It is gbod news that a Duteh physician, Dr. 8. G, T. Bendien,
" has dlscovered an entively new method of diagnosing cancer and
buberculos1s, and that he bas obtained good resulty in treating
cancer with a new serum. Anobher snecessin] treatment of the
same disease has been devized by Dr, W. Kaelin, a Swiss seclentist,
who has experimented with a serum prepared from the mistletoe.

B #* *

A recantly. published review of Father 8. G, Perera's valuable

tranislation of the "Conquista” has the following highly debatable
- gtatement: “We certainly stand on firmer ground regarding the

Porbugunese era in Ceylon than the Duteh. The Portugnese have

bwo complete histories, (1) Ribeiro (2) De Queyroz, and several
incomplete accounts, e.g. deé Barros and de Couto. The Du_tt}h
have (1) Valentyn (2) Baldaeus (3) bthe Beknopte Historie, incom-

' -plete, **and a few modern works devoted only to separate periods of

individuals.” _ .
" One might say that at a first glance the ground sesms to be
mbouti -equally firm with Ribeiro and de Queyroz on the one 516.6,

-and Valentyn and Baldaeus on the obther.  Bub what about the =

" nearly 3,000 volumes of General Records of the Duteh Government,
" gnd the Proosedings of the Political Councit of Ceylon, which,
. mecording to Mr. B. . Anthonisz, form the Duteh Records ? { Report

© on the Dutch Records in the Government Avchives at Colomba, p. 13)..

These, says Mr, Anthonisz, “afford an immense amount of inform-

iy
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ation relating to the (tovernment of the Duich Hast India Com-
pany, to the public and soeial life of the Duteh in Ceylon, to their
indastries and enterprises, and to their relations with- the native

nbabitants,” These documents ocught by themselves to otlhwalgh

Ribeiro and de Queyroz, not to speak of de Barros and de Couto,
But whe will give them to the world ?

L3 * W

Nor zan a hmtorlan afford to neglect the papers on se,para.te
individuals and periods which the Journal of ﬁhe Royal Aslatic
Society, the Ceylon Literary Register (new series’ as well -as o6ld),
and the JOURNAL of the Dutch Burgher Union have published. -
Indeed, eur JOURNAL alons is a mine of information..  Again]

- similar papers appear not infrequently in Duteh and Batavian

periodicals, and in German and French periodicals, Most-important;
oo, as supplying official information, are_the translations of
“Memoirs ” made by Mrs. R. G. Anthonisz. These are nob com-
pletie hl,shorxes, of courge, but they furnish the materials frorn

o Whmh complate histories are made.

R #* £ 4

" The érying need of the present is a complehé-histdry " of the

Dusch in Ceylon, and that can only be written by a truth-seeker

who is absorbed in his gubject and has saturated himself with the

_ fagts now hidden in the Avchives. It is not to the credit of the
'_Communiﬁy that this task has been so greatly neglected by them,
‘Mr. R. G. Anthonisz’s unrivalled knowledge, his scholarship, and

his breadth of outlook, promised us the satisfaction of our need.
His First Part was all be was spared to accomplish, ' It was an

©outline, the details of which he hoped to fll in, and it is understood
$hat he bad- colected imporbant ma.ﬁerlal But alas! the ‘work
. vemains ynfinished, - K o

BLE AT
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NOTES AND QUERIES.

The Capitulation of Colombo :—In sending us copies of the

terms of capitnlation of Colcmbo by the Porbuguese to the Dubeh |

and by the Duteh to the English, Mr. W. 8. Christoffelsz writes :—
“Ag most of the younger members of the Union have not even heard
of Baldaeus’ “Coylon” or know that there are old volumes of Ordi-
nanees in which the Capitulations are published, I think you inight
laave the copies in the Reading Room for perusal by those who wish
to know sdmathing of the past of Colombo”. We gladly aceede to
Mr. Christoffelsz’s request, and any member wishing to do so can
have access to these doecuments ab the Secretary’s office.

- The Devil Bird:—"Jungle Wallah” writes :—A recent con-
troversy on the subject of “The Devil Bird,” which was given pub-
licity to in the columns of the “Times” daily, originated from a

guestion addressed to Mr. Hughes af the conclusion of his lechure

on “The Birds of Ceylon” at the D. B. U. Hall.

Thig fack, coupled with the apparent interest evinced in the.
gubject by readers of the JOURNAL, has prompted me to break trail
in these pages. '

Spending'aome time recently on the fringe of such vegions
whaere the © Davil Bird ' continues to romind the world at lavge of
its elusive individuality, T put it to a wizened old “* Gamarala” who

“was no small suthority on matters concerning Jungle Lorg:'

“ What is the Ulama ?”
“A..h!1”" he replied; “sometimes it is a great big bird, at
l 1

other times it is not a bird-—it is a spirit!
' Probing such wisdom, I gathered that when visible as a bird

it gives vent to a ' Ho...o " ery, and that when invisible as a spirit

it indulges in weird unearthly yells.

This ig as much ag village love w111 tell anywhere in Geylon,'

and it seems clear that bebween the ' Ho...o” ery and the fiendish
nproar there lies thab line of demama.tlon &b which the villager's
simple yet practical knowledge of matters ornithological ends, and
whers his more conservative and traditional beliefs concerning a
dreaded world of spirits begins.

Intimidaﬁe& by a hoary legend and the omen asgsociated with
the cry, he will never venture out to investigate its origin, which
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perhaps is one reason why those who should be in a position fo
throw some light on this mystic thems have helped go litfle.

The rarity of those convulsive sereams associated with the

N “ Devil Bird”, which on consideration I would limi§ to the present
.. -as they apparenily were not rare in past times, is pelhaps another
~*-reagon ‘why others than the permanent jungle dwellers have little

opporbunity of credibly witnessing to their origin.

- Pergonally, notwithstanding an appreciablo number of years
of jungle wanderings, I have never experienced the alleged nerve-
racking ordeal. With a liftle imagination to eolour the familiar
and sometimes eerie " Ho...0” cory, I might say otherwise, but...

“-thig affords no useful contribution to the subject, and there ares

others who have heard, and have advanced useful views concerning
these “ Night cries in Ceylon.” :

Those bent on gleaning more information will ﬁ_nd an inberest-
ing opening blazed forty-five years ago, on page 36 of Vol. L of
Nevill's publication “The Taprobanian”, On page 72 of the same
publication they will find that a Mr. 8. C. Munro relates how
he shot a bird in the ach of sereeching, which he goes on o describe
ag “‘a large brown bird with tho head similar to an eagle’s, but the

" body of an owl, without however the extent of claw usually possess-
" ad by birds of prey, so I guspeet it lives on camon, the feet being

more like a vulfure’s
“A few days later continues Mr. Munro, “the coolies hrought

ina young one not quite able fo fly which I tied up in an out-house.
" As soon as it was dark he began the old croak and I had to tie him
up oul on the estate ab a distanca ..... ?

E‘mally. on page 163, there is the testimony of Mr. G D V1gors

. and a series of notes appended by the Editor,

Dr. Spite! informs me that he mcorpomted these references

“in- an. early article he wrote eoncerning the ''Devil Blrd”, adding
. -that they rather seem bo bear cut his theory. This in measure
stresses the contention that if we explore forgotton fields of Ceylon

literature, we might reseue from oblivion yet more important facts
whlch would throw some light and disclose the 1denb1ty of thls elu-

~ ‘sive bird.

May be, some reader has on his hook-shelf musty books and

‘pamphlets, scarce from being out of print, and might be prompted

tio' dig and delve for the sake of this infriguing mystery, I shall he
sorry none the less fo find something advanced which will shatter

. the foundations of a vxllage belief which alluras bv its very simpli-
cliby, ‘ .

7



50 THE JOURNAL OF THE

.NOTES  OF EVENTS.

SUMMARY OF PROCEEDINGS OF THE COMMITTEE. )

Tuesday, 10th March 1981 :—(1) Resolved ‘that the fized de-
pbsﬂ‘- of Rs. 500 be withdrawn and utilised in payment of rent of
Club building. {2) Resolved to ask Messrs. Krishna and Rogers ta
audit the accounts for 1931 on a fee of Rs. 50. {3} _The following -
Standing Committees were appointed (—— : :

Entertainment aud Sport:—The President, the Hony.

Secretary, (Convener) the Hony. Treasuver, Dr, F. Foenander,

Messrs. Noel Gratiaen, A. H. Martin, A. E. Keuneman, Dr. R. L
Spittel, Messrs, Gerald Mack, F. W. de Vog, Dr, Michael de Jong,
Mossrs. W. W. Beling, ¥. ¢. W. van CGeyzel, Mesdames Ww. G,
Mack, T.- C. W. van Geyzel, W. E. V. de Rooy, A, N, Wemma.n,‘
Mesers. W. Ludoviei, B. A: venderStraaten and Douglas Koch.

‘Social Serviee :—The Prosident, the Hony. Secrebary, the
Hony. Treasurer, Rév. D, B. Jogeph, Mr G. A. Wille, Mesdames B.”
. Gratiaen, B. A, vanderStraaten, E. I. Joseph, F. C. Loos (Snr.),
Miss H. Collette, Mrs. W. 8. Christoffelsz, Col. E. H. Jos?ph
Meosdames L. M. Ma.a,rbensz, F. BE. Loos, Mr, Wace de Nle'se..
{Convener) and Mr, W. 8. Christoffelsz.

Eihical and Literary :-—The Premdent the Hony, Seeretary,
thé Hony. Treasurer, Dr. B, L, Spittel, Messrs. J. R. Toussaint,
L. B. Blazé (Convener), Dr, H. U. Leembruggen, Mr. F. H. vander
Wall Miss Grace vanDort, Messrs R. L. Brobijer, A, . Keuneman,
'C. L. Beling, B. A. Kriekenbeek, Mervyn Joseph, 0. L. de Krehser,
B. Reimers, and J, H. O. Paulusa, |

Genealogical Besearch: .—Tha President, the Hony. Secre-
tary, the Hony. Treasurer, Messrs. D. V. Altendortf, E. A, vander
Ytraaten, W. B. V. de Reoy, Li. E. Blazé, Dr. H. U. Leembruggen
{Convener), Messrs, Wacs de Nisse, J. R. Toussaint, W. 8. Chris-
toffelsz, B. H. vanderWall, T, D. Mack, Basil Drieberg, Hon. Mr.
T;. M, Maartensz, E. Reimers and F, E: Loos.

Increasing the Membership :—The President, the Hony :

-Qecretary, the Hony. Treagurer, Colonel E. H. Joseph, Mr. P
Stork, Dr. A. Nell, Messrs. N. E. Ernst, Gladwin Koch, R, L.
‘Brohier, G. P. Keuneman, Dr, Ivo Meier, Messrs, Gorald Mack,
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W, W. Beling, J. R. Toussaint, W. E. V. de Rooy, Dr. F. Foenan-
-.der (Convener), Mr., A. R. Wambeek, Dr. V. vanLangenberg,
. Messrs, Metvyn Joseph and E. T, N. Gratiaen.
. Tuesday, 29th dpril, 193¢:~(1). Mr. C. L. Beling was elected
“ s member of the (eneral Committee in place of Mr. O, L. de
" Kretser resigned. (2). The Hony. Seeretary reported that the
. Sweep on hhe Governor’s Plate, Nuwara Fliva, had resulted in a
o profit of Rs. 175/-, which was credited to Entertainment funds '
~(8). The following new members wera elected :—Dr. J. O. B. van
" Langenberg, Mr. A. ¢. Meier, and Miss Hazol van Langonherg, (4).
... A Sub-Committee consisting of Messrs. C. L. Beling, Vernon
- .Gremer, R. A, Kriekenheek, Dr. R. I.. Spittel, Messrs. B. A. vander
" 'Btraaten, A. B Keuneman, Misses Ray Blazé, Annie Ludoviei,
Ella Brohier and Mrs. Frank Loos was appointed o organise pro-
- grammes for those under 21 years of age, (5). The Secrefary in-
., formed the meeting that the assessment on the Club building had
. been reduced by Rs. 37-50. (6). Accepted with regret the resigna- -
' tion of membership of Messrs. A. ~B. Bartholomeusz and Hilfon
- de Hoedt,
. Tuesday, 26th May, 193_1 :—(1). Read report of Sub-Com-
. mibbea appointed fo organise a programmae for those under 21 years
.. of age. Resolved that its consideration be deferred until the next
- meebing of the Committee, (2). Resolved that the salaries of the .
. staff be reduced by 10 per cent. from 1st July. ' (3). As the result
of a motion by Mr. E. H. VanderWall regarding a memorial to the
o date Mr. R. G. Anthonisz, it was resolved that a Special General
':_ Meeting of the Union be called for Friday, 26th June, to consider
. the question. (4). Resolved that the Building Committes be asked
-~ fo reduce the rent of the Club building to Re. 150/- witliout taxes
. with effect from 1st January. (5). The resignation of Membership of
" Messrs, Carl Meier and G. F. Hepponstall was aceepted. with
i regret _ _ _
' -.Birthday Homours.—Among the recipients of His Majesty -
‘the King's Birthday honours was our estesmed President, who wag
mada a menuber of the Tmperial Service Order. We feel sure that
1every member of the Union joins us in congratulating Dr. Prins on
tkiis well- deserved mark of Royal favour, Dr. Prins has rendered
-invaluable servico hoth to the governmant and- to the eommunity,

.‘and we trust that he will long bo spaved to en]oy the honour Whmh
: sms 50 Well on him.. .



59 ' THE JOURNAL OF THE

At the Committee meebing held on Tuesday, 23rd June, Me.
E. H, Vanderwall, on behalf of the Committee, congratulated Dr
Pring on the honour conferred on him, "An honour, he said,
inereagses in value when not merely the recipient but also his

friends rejoice with him on the conferment of that honour. In

this case the identity of the honour with that which their late Pre-

sident had held made it all the more valuable, He was sure he was
expressing the wishes of everybody present when he said that when
“the time came—and he hoped it was very distant —for their worthy
President to lay down the seals of hig office, they would feel thaf
he had gained as great a reputation as the leader of their com-
munify a8 their labe President had. He did not wish to say very
much more except to add that he hoped thab the honour Dr. Prins
had received was merely the forerunner of still higher honours thatb
awaited him in view of hiz excellent record of service, nob merely
to the government but also to his own community. (Applause).

Dr. Prins in reply thanked the Committee for their congrafu-
lations and good wishes. It gave him as great pleasure to receive
their congratulations as the conferment.of the honour had done.
He did not think that the small services he had rendered the com-
munity called for any recognition. He knew of a good many
obhers who had done much more. He thanked them sincevely fof
their good wishes, ‘ o

Two other honours fell to the members of our community,
Major Drieberg being mads an Officer of the British Empire

- (Military. Division) and Mr, Cyril Jansz being made a member of
the British Empire. We offer these gentlemen our hearby con-

gratulations, .
The State Council.—Sir Stewart Schneider and Dr. V. B.

Schokman have besn nominated by H. K. the Governor to be

members of the State Council. We felicitate them on their ap-
pointment,

Memorial to the late Mr. R. 6. Anthonisz. —The Special
Gencral Meeting called for on the 26th June to consider the question
of a memorial to our late President eould not ba held for want of a
quorum. ' c

. D. B. U. Lectares.—Mr. A. B. [ughes deliveved an in.
toresting lecturs on ‘" The Birds of Ceylon” on Friday 8th May,
A large collection of stuffed birds was exhibited, and at the cou-
elusion of the lecture several of those present asked. guestions.
The presence of Dr. R. L. Spittel in the chair naturally brought up
the gquesbion of the Devil Bird, and we are glad fo publish on
anather page the views of & valued member of the Union on this
intrigning subject. : .
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. Another interesting lecture was that deliversd by Mws. R. L.
Spittel on 19th June on " Some Ghost Stories.” Dr. L. A. Prins,
'Wh‘p presided, rominded the audisnce that thizs was the first lecture
delivered in the Union Hall by a lady, and expressed the hope that
Mrg, Spi-ttel’s example would be followed by other lady members.
Mrs.. Spittel drew on a seemingly inexhaustible supply of ghost
stor:xes, soma of them of local origin, and three members of the
audience, ot to be outdene, supplied their quota. A hearly vote
of thanks was passed to Mrs. Spittel for her lecture.

. Obitaary.—Wa ragret to record the death of Dr. Ivo Meier
which oceurred at the General Hospital on 17th June. The deceased
had almost recovered from the malady which had neeessitated his

~entering Hospital and was about to return home when he was

-seizfed with a gudden illness which terminated in his death. Dr.
Meier was & very popular Doctor, and the large gathering present

. ab t.he Cemetery of all classes of the community who came to pay
- their . last respects bo him wag a striking proof of the respect in

which he was }laeld. He had joined the Union comparatively
recently, but during the short time that he was a member he evinced

- @ doep inberest in all ibs activities, and his death is a severo loss

not only to the Unic_)n but to the whole community. We offer our
deep sympathy to his widow and children in their irreparable loss.

) At the megting of the Committee held on 23rd June, Dr. L. A.
Pring, the President, paid a warm tribute to the memory of the

. 5 dece-ased and propoged a vofe of condolence with the widow. The
. motion wag passed in _silence, all the members standing.

Another death which we have to record is that of Mr. R. A. H.
de Vos of Galle, which oceurred on 24th June. The deceased was
a generous contribubor to the funds of the Soeial Service braneh of

*the Union, and his untimely demige is a serlous loss to the com-

munity. We extend our sympabhy o the relations of the deceased

T gentleman. . :

. Theie passed away on 26th J une yeb another valued member

- of the TUnion in the person of Mr. H. A. Collette, at the ripe age

of 87. A direct descendant of one of the 'original Duteh families

" who settled down in Batticaloa, the deceased enfered the Police

‘Deparfmeént, where by strick rectitude and an uncommon devotion

) to duty he rose fo the imporfant position of Assistant Superinten-
deut of Police. He retired aboubt the year 1900, and when the

Duteh Burgher Union was formed, he was one of those who gave

. -his loyal support to the cause, ‘and stood by it through good re-

port and ill. He served as a member of the Committée for a
number of ‘years, and was held in high regard by the menibers of

.. bhe community. . We offer our deep sympathy to the " relatives ‘of
' -_hhe daeceased. : : o
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"‘,Pl.'o..gramme of Events For 1931—32,

March 27th. -

May 8th.

e 23rd.
.. 29th.

June 5th. -

July.

August.

:Sephem'bar.

: iOctober.

" Evening Dance.

Bridge Drive—Mrs. Gerald Mack and Mrs. F.

¢. W. van Geyzel. Entrance fee Rs. /- per head. -~ -
Lecture on ““The Birds of Ceylon” by A R '

Hughes.

Billiard Tournament.—F. C. W. van Geyzel
"Tntrance fee Re. 2/- per head.

Cinderella Dance.—A. N. Weinman and Doug-
lag Koch. Tickets Rs. 1/50 each.

Bridge Drive.— Mrs. Gerald Mack and Mrs. .0,
W. van Geyzel. Entrance fee Rs. 2/- per head.

Entertainment by Donovan Andree and his

Red Tail Minstrels 6-30 p.m. Tickets Rs. 2’-

and Be. 1/- each.

6—9 p.m—A. N. Weinman
and Douglas Koch. Tickets Rs. 1/50 each. ~

Variety Entertainment—Mrs. Rosslyn Koch.
Tickets Rs. 2/- and Re. 1/- each, '

Bridge Drive.—Mrs. W. G, Mack and Mrs. F. C.
W. van Geyzel. Entrance Re. 9/- each.

Cinderella Dance—A. N, Weinman and Doug-
las Koeh. Entrance Rs. 1/50 each.

Cabaret Dinner and Dance.—Mrs. Noel Gra-
tiaen agsigted by Mr. and Mrs, ¥. C. W. van

" Geyzel, W, W. Beling, P. N. Bartholomeusz, A.
H. Marbin, W.G. Mack, and A. N. Wemman
‘Pickete Rs. #/- each.

Concert by Rupert Wagn.
Re. 1/- respectively. _

Billiard Toeurnament.—W. W. Bellng En-
trance fee Rs. %/- per head,

Evening Dance 6—9 p.m,—A, N. Weinman and
Douglas Koch. Tickets Rs. 1/50 each,

Bridge Drive—Mrs. W. G. Mack and Mys. F. C.
W. van Geyzel. En$rance Bs, 9/-

Concert.—L. C. van Geyzel,
Re. 1/- each.

' Cinderella Dance. —A N. Weinman and Doug

lag Kech. kaabs Rs. 1/80 each.

Tickets Rs. 2/- and |

Tickets Rs. 2/- and

| ]
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November.,

‘December.

: ~_. Ja.hua.ry 1932,

- February

1t

_Marcﬁ "

C families.

: 10tk May, 1931

‘Bridge Drive—Mrs. W, G, Mack and Mrg, R, C,
W, van Geyzel. Entrance Rs. 2/- per head.

~ Evening Dance—A. N. Weinman and Douglas-
Koch. Tickets Rs. 1/50 each,

S. Nicolaas’ Fete (a3 usual).

New Year’s Eve Fancy Dress Dance—A. N.
Weinman, Douglas Koch, Mr. and Mrs. Gerald
Mack, Mrs. I, €. W. van Gevze!l, A. H, Martin,
and Mgs, W. E. V. de Rooy, Tickets Rs, 5/-
and Rs. 8/- ench,

Cinderella Dance.—A. N. Wemma.n and Doug-
lag Koch. Tiekets Bz. 1/50 each,

Bridge Drive.—Mrs. W, G, Mack and Mrs F. C,
W. van Geyzel. Ras. 9/- pach. .

© Annual General Meeting and Social at which

the outgoing Committes will be “At Home™ to
members,

~ Leetures have been promised by :—Mrs, B. L. Spittel
. (“Some Ghost Stories”), P. E. P. Deraniyagala (“Varsity Days”),
J, R, Toussaint (“Batticaloa”)}, R. A. Krickenbeek (“George Bor-
~irow”), H. U, Leembruggen (“Round the Cape”), R. H. Bassett
- ("Folk-lore”}, A. N,
I_ndia”'), R, L. Brohier, A. B. Keunneman, and others,

| Friday is Members’ day. Any one coming on this day
. éan always be sure of meeting members of the Union and hheu-

Weinman (*'On the North-West Frontier of

AUBREY N.: WEINMAN,

Honorary Secretary
Dutch Burgher Union,
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EDITORIAL NOTES.

Notices of Births, Marriages and Deaths.~Mambers of the Tnion are
entitled, free of charge, to the insertion of notices of domestic. occurrences,
These notices must be restricted to a bare statement of the name or names,
place, and date of ocourrence, and must be gent to the’ Honorary Secretary
of the Dutch Burgher Union,

Seanding Comrittee for Ethical and Literary Purposes.—The attention
of members is invited to the need for co-operation in ecarrying out the
objeet laid down in sub-section (¥} of Rule 2 of the Constitution, Any
suggestions on this subject are to be addressed to the Honorary Secretary
of the Commities for themry Purposes, Mr,L.E. Blazé, Arthur's Place
Bambalapltlya.

. The Journal w:ll be issued at the end of every quarter, post free, to each
member of the Union who pays a subseription of Rs. 5/- per annum towards
its cost of publicaticn. - Literary and other contributions are invited and
sheuld bs sent to Mr. J. R. Toussaint, “Muresk”, Clifford Place, Bambala-
pitiya, to whom also all remittances on acgount of the Journal shouldi)e
made,

Changes of Address.—All changes of address (especially within the
last three years) shonld be notified withont delay to the Honorary
Secretary of the Union, Duatch Burgher Unjon Wall, ' Reid's Avenue,
Colombo, or io the Homorary Treasurer of the Union. This will
ensure the safe receipt by members of all notiees, invitations
reports, ete,

Remzttances.—-Remlttances, whether of subscriptions due to the Union
or contributions for special objects, must be made to the Honorary Treasuter
of the Union, Mr. Rossiyn Kooh, Skelton Road, and not to the Hony,
Secretary.

Remittances on the account of the Social Service Fund must be made
to Mr. Wace de Niese, Bambalapitiya, the Hony. Treasurer of the-
Standing Committes for purposes of Social Service,

Dutch Burgher Union of Ceylon Buildings Co., Ltd.—All oommunica-{’
tions should be addressed to G H,Gratiaen, Esq, Sscretary of the Company
D. B. U. Hall, Reid’s Aveuue, Colombo,
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