


Journal of the . e e

Putch Burgher Union of Ceylon,

Vor. XXIT.] JANUARY, 1633, [No. 3.

EENDRACHT MAAKT MACHT.

By Dr. H. U, LEEMBRUGGEN,

The 18th January 1908 is a memorable date for us Duich Bur-
ghers, becausa on this day the General TInangural Meeting of the
- Dutch Burgher Union ¢f Cevlon was held ab the Pettah Library
Hall with Dr. W. G. VanDovt as Chairman.

The Constitution of the Union was submitted to the mesting
and duly accepted, and the Hon, Mr. F. C. Tioos, M. I. C., was
olectad the first President of the Union, with Mr. R. Q. Anthonigz
as Secretary, and Mr. Sam de Feer ag Treasurer,

Oa the 18th of January this year, 1933, the D, B. {J. colebrates
ity bwenty-fifth Anniversary, with gratelu] thanks to God, Who has
led us through these stormy years to the firgt quarter cenbury bescon
on CUr course.

De Zilveren Bruilofs, the Silver Wedding, isan erminantiy Duteh
ingbitution, and to-day we celehrate the Silver Wedding of our
Union, the Union of all thoss who have beon drawn together by a
common bond of fradition and sentiment, and united by ties of
mutual interest and relationship, for the purpose of pronﬁoting tha
commmon welfare.

It i the custom on these occasions to preface the rejoicings by
a serviee of thanksgiving, and hy a retrospect of the jovs and the
gorrows and thoe gaing and losses of tho years that have passed. It
“may not be without profit {or us to count our blessings, to see what
we have achisved, and wherein we have failed.,

How mueh we ows of our stability to-day to $the prophetic
vision, the burning zeal and the stesdfast perseverance of the
founders, the late Mr. R, &, Anthonisz and his helpers, the future
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jrearé will . show more clearly. It iz enough cause of grateful

rejoicing to us ro realize that to-day we are housed in our own home, . -

built by the zealous and far-sighted labour of a few public-spirited
mambers, who had faith in the future of our Community, and who
spared not themselves in their efforts for the common good. In

.thig land of short memovies let us not forget the names of bthose -

- who were the pioveers in this enterprise.

We have on the whole lived up to the ideals expressed in our
Constitution. and have tried to carry out the purposes for which

the Union was founded. We have striven ' to promote the: '
moral, intellectual, and social well-being of the Dutich descen- ____

dants in Ceylon.”

In what way then have we achieved these ideals in the 25'._

vears of the life of our Union ?

(a) We have cleaﬂy established the identity of t];e Duteh -
Burghers of Ceylon by publishing in the D, B. U. Journal the

“genealogies of a great many of the families who form the rank

and file of the Union. These genealogies, painstakingly com-
pited from: standard genealogical works published in Holland, -

and from stamboeks belonging to our own people here, and
from baptismal registers &c., are a unique record of a small

Community, the majority of whom are able to trace their descent
to their fatherland, at least 200 years back, We owe it to the
enthusiasm ‘and zeal of the late Messrs. B. G. Anthonisz, and:

. H. de Vog, that we have now, enghrined in our Journal,

authentic family records, which previously existed only as dim .

- and uncertain recollections and traditions handed down by our
elders to our present forgetful generation.

(b) In the Dutch Burgher Union Journal, we have pubhsh- :
ed for the lash 25 years an absorbingly interesting, valuable and_'
scholarly record of all that relates to the History of the Dubch:

and their descendants in Ceylon. Hfvery member who values

his community and his place in it, should have these volumes

‘given a place of honour on his bookshelf, to be used frequently
tio instruet the younger generafion in the proud orviging of our

people, and to recall the vicissitudes of their history in this land. .

of our adoption.

(0) Bocial Service,
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.The veliof of distiess and want among the poor of our Com-

©munity, and especi:ﬂiy__ the education of their children, has been
one of the activities unswervingly followed by the devoted band

of lady helpers who from year to year have endeavoured to
raise funds for this puvpose, to visit the poor in theiy homes, and

- tio give such advice and help as our resources permitted.

During all these years, not a few boys and girls have been

“helped in their education, some to make good in positions of
trust and influence, others to forget the Community and organi-
- zation which helped them in their times of need.

_ The measure of our succonr has been straitly limited by the
small number of our contributors. I would appeal to all mem-

. bers of the Union in this Silver Anniversary year, to contribute
© their mite, however small, to form an Endowment Fund, for
“'Social Service. In his eloquent lecture on Social Service, deli-
“vered before the D. B. U. in 1908, Dr.. W. G. VanDort pleaded
-'j.bhat every member should set aside at least one cent a day, for
~this purpose. But '‘the poor we have always with us, so no
“man heedeth ", or we salve our consciences by saying that it is
-:'th_e' duty of the well-to-do to succour the poor. Chavity has
-~ been a pre-eminent characteristic of our people, so let us follow
= this ideal of unselfishness and helpfulness. He that giveth to
._":the' poor lendetli to the Lord. :

(&) We have endeavoured to uphold the traditions of our

“ancestiors by mainfaining a high standard in all the contri- -
¥ bt_xtions to.the Journal, which continues o be the only authentic
“record of the life of our Community. We have kepbt out of the
“hurly burly of local politics, though we continue to take & keen
“inferest in the main issues of our new Constitution. We have
‘always stood for law and order, justice and fairness to all Qorn- -

munities.

" We have kept up our 86. Nikolaas celebrations from year to

:Yeéu'r,'and this time-honeured function has been the most popular
and eag=rly expected event of the vear,

Our Duteh classes, which were started with such enthusiasm

‘_i:swq years ago, have fa,_iled to como up 60 expectations owing to the
waning of the enthusiasm and the efforts of the pupils. The few

“geniors who have kept up their knowledge of Duteh have sontinued
‘$heir studies.
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The founding of a Referenca Library of books on the periced of
the Dubeh oceupation hag also been one of the unfulfillad dreams of
the Union. This was one of the dreams of our founder Mr. R. G.
Anthonisz, and no more suitable memorial to- hig name could be
conceived. His own ecollection of books on this subject eould be
‘made the nuecleus of such a Library, if we had the eo-oparation of
our members for thiy worthy purpose.

T would appeal to all those interested in this to consider

whether we could not endow this memeorial in our 25th Anniversary
year. Such a Library would stimulate more interest in the study
of Dubch and $he higtory of the Duteh in Ceylon, regarding which
over 2000 volumes of manuseript lie in our Government Archives,
awaiting the researches of eehalarg to yield up its treasures. Can
we not provide some of these scholars? Our Community should
also bake a livelier interest in the preservation of the old architeetu-

ral remains left by our ancestors, our fine old Churches and '

fortifications and old houses, which remain to this day as standing
examples of the solidity of Dutch construction and character.

In the promotion of social intercourse, of the fostering of the

feeling of fellowship among the members of the Community, our -

Committees of Entertainment and Sport have been mosh successful,

and throughout all the past 25 years, atbractive programmes of -

entertainments, musieal, variety and theabtrical shows, dances,

children’s fétes, &c., have been carried oub and have boon well

patronized by the members.

A rvecent development has been Members’ Day”, monthly.

afternoon teas crganized by the wives of members of the numerous

Committees. -These informal and friendly gatherings have been

very popular and successful, and have offered scope for much ori-
ginaliby and thought on the part. of our fair hostesses. Entertainment
of a more serious nature has been provided by the Commistee for
Ethical and Literary Purposes,- which hasg hrought to cur halls a
galaxy of learned lecturers, who have given us discourses of ab:

sorbing interest, and high literary value. Theselectures have always

been open to the publie, and have been much appreciated. The two
earliest of these lectures were delivered by the late Dr. W. G.
VanDort, on Soeclal Serviee, and by Mr. Arthur Alvis, on Thrift.

Ar outstanding lecture this year was by Mr. E. H. Vanderwall,

one of our original members, who has given us a valuable summary

on the Dutch contribution to the progross of Ceylon, which is a

most appropriate reminder fo us at this plesen‘a tlme, of what our
ancestors were,

The above are a few bald headings of whatl the Umon has .
achieved during the past 25 years. It has succeeded in keeping
-alive a feeling of molidarity among the Dubteh Burghers of Ceylon.
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" It has provided a common mesting ground and place of recreation
-and gocial intercourse for all members of the Community, and it

stands as the one organized association for the advancement of the

“welfare of the Dutch Burghers. While we hava great cause for

thankfulness for what we have been able to achieve in the past,

- in spite of jealousiss and animosities for which no valid causes
. exist, we have yeb a greab deal more bo do in the fabtire to overcome
-+ the spirit of inertia, to stimulate the fesble loyalties of many of our

membhers, to overcome bhe selfish and individualistic outlook of so
many of our people, who will not or ecannob realize that in a small
Community such ag ours, it is only Unity that makes strength.

. While it is true that our small Communify has in the pash
130 years produeed from its ranks numbers of men to fill positions of

‘the highest trust and authority, and has contributed more than its
‘quota of public men, posts, and painters, doctors and lawyers, and

a long generation of men who as minor officials have been the back-

: _: bone of the Public Sarvices, we must realizs that we no longer have

the advantages possessed by membsrs: of our Community in the

“ " early daysof the British osecupation and up to a generation ago.

Circumstances have changed with the spread of secondary

© " eddeation among a large proportion of the major communities of
2 the Island, and it is only by fostering the traditional traits of
" gharacter that our Commuaity can hold its own against the weight
- of numbers and increasing literacy among the major communities
“in the Island. We ean only “ make strenghh’” by pooling all our

resources in men and material, by endsavouring %o supporbt the
wealer brethren, and by rousing and stimulating the laggard and

.purblind, those lacking in foresight and forethought! The strength
““.of a .chain i3 in ita weaksest link; Ief us strengthen our weakest
~links, in these bimes of great stress and difficulby.

We must realize that it is only by strength of character and

by the sum of the eapacities of our individual members firmly
-~ ‘bound together by a cominon loyalty and purpose, that we ean
“‘continue to hold our place in the bhody politic. A disunited Com-

muniby will only fritter away its talents with no common direction

.ot aim, The lessons of the past, of submergsad communibties whosa

names even are forgotten bo-day, are warning signposts to us of the
fabal consequences of a selfish or self-seeking policy. Our aim
should be to strengthen the bonds of our union, to add all the high

~ideals and traditions of the past to a common stock, which will
_vopresent the soul of the Communiby, bhe aspiration toward service
-for the public good, for the preservation of all that hag been worthy

in our ancestry, and our inherited characteristics of sturdy courage
and independence of spirib, steadfasiness of purpose, and a stern

‘wense of duty, joined to the demoeratic and helpful ideals of the

present age, prossing forward in the service of our fellow-men.
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THE DUTCH BURGHER UNION.

TwENTY-FivE YEARS OF LIFE AND WORK.

lixegi monumentum aere
perennius morg endaring than brass. 1
& " % shall not wholly die,
Non omnis moriat.
Odes of Horace. _
Twenty-five years have passed since the late Mr R. G.
Anthonisz of ever-revered memory .completed hislife’s work by
founding the Dutch Burgher Union. And this mstitution of his
creation must never die, just as the memory of Mr. Anthonisz

can never die in the hearts and minds of his gratetul people.

Translation,

What has been the achievement of these twenty-five years ?
in the first place, our scaptered Community has been consol_i- :

dated and placed beyond the reproach or the misx‘epresentation
of ill-informed or 11l-designing persons.

This is a great achievement, which, happily for us, has been
reached with the sympathy and the good-will of the other com-
munities. Prominent among the aims of the Union is the con-

servation of the worthy customs of our Dutch ancestors, one of

which is the maintenance of friendly relations with the other

inhabitants of this island. This object we have always steadily

 kept in view,

Qur next achievement is the creation of a spirit of service, .

and this is n master of special significance, since the permanence

of an institution rests on the spirit of service in its members.

We have much reason for pride in the distinguigshed roll of
men who have consented to fill the office of President. M.
F. 0. Twos, Mr, H. L. Wendt, Mr. F. H. de Vos, Sir Hector van

Cuvlenburg, My, B. G. Anthonisz, Dr. L. A. Prins and Dx. H. U.
Leembruggen arve men whose names command respect both

within and withoub the Union.

They set high examples and inspired in others the spirit of

service, in which they themselves accepted the duties of their
responsible office. by

The varied activitics of the Union need the services of
- loyal and efficient workers, ready to saciifice both time mnd .

effolt in the interests of the communiby,

I have raised a monument
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The general sense of the Union points with unerring
" instinet to the right man in every case, and it is to his infinite
credlt that when the call for his services arises, he 1s prepared
to say ' Adsam 1" :
. I need hardly add that this remark iz equally true of our
- ladies. It is this spirit, more than any other, which ensures the
stability of the Union and is its chief source of encouragement.
i The Secretary, who is responsible for the active administration,
" and the Treasurer, whose duty it is to balance the budget, are our
. hardest worked officers. And their duties involve daily toil and con-
stant attendance ab the desks of the Union. On them falls the chief
. respousibility for keeping the home fires burning. And they have
~ . o face disappointment and discouragement, while they keep smiling,
The Mditors of the Journal and the Bulletin, who set a high-

htemly standard, nob unworthy of our Community, while they in-
- gbruet and inform us, perform punctual and efficient dutieg, which
" are not free of anxisty. 'The files of the Journal, which has now
# existed for twenby-five years, ave a great storehouse of history and
-~ literature, which will increagse in value as the years go by Thig
iaga.ln is no mean achievement.
"' There are unfarbunately no racreahlon grounds directly connect-

ed with the Union, but bridge and billiards have their enthusiasts,
- for whom periedical tournaments are arranged hy the Entertainment
—and Sportg Committee. Concerts, dances and dinners are lively
“interludes, while the celebration of 8t. Niko'aas’ day has reached
tha dignity. of a great popular event. It hag even resched the
. realm of history, for many of the boys and girls, who received gifts
at the earliest celebration, have now the joy of seeing their own
- ehildren made happy by the good Bishop. Senbiment has a great
- placs in human affairs, and is not the creation of this fine feeling
worthy of twenby-five vears of achiviby on 84, Nikolaas' day ?

. The Reading Room provides opportunities for mental refresh-
- ment in & setbing of ideal guietness, while the seriex of lectures,
- arranged by the Committee for Literary and Hthieal purposes, has
“always been popular and has abbracted large audiences.
: -On the Genealogieal Committes {alls work of a peculiarly
-~ difficult and delicate nature. But the history of this Committee
- ghews that it has a.lways performed its duby with conscientiousness
“and ]ustlce.
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A difficult task faces the Qommittée for increasing the member-
ship, for we are in the deptbs of a financial depression, and enforced
economy offen meansg cubbing expenses down to the bone. DBut
the sitnation iz not one without hope and I am confident it can be
overcome by efforf and courage. At the worst, the minimum rate
of 50 etg. a month should not be beydond the reach of a large
number, who are now outside the fold. An active campaign of
- porsonal persuasion should yield good resulfs, ' -

Then, there are the ministering angels of the Soeial Service
Committee, on whose self-denying labonrs the fiercu light of pubii-
city does not beat. It is their mission fo seek the poor and the
needy, who have rebreated to the byways of life, sorely stricken in
body and gpirit,
respoctable poor shrink from advertising their poverty, Wa know
that it is more blessed bo give than to receive, but we must also
know that the less we give, the less the Social Service Committee
has to give. '

If nothing else jusbifies the Dufich Burgher Union, the Social
Service Committee does,

Finally, thers is the General Jommittee, which deals with the '

various activities of the Union and somebimes reflacts different
points of view. But it is all to the good that mabtery should he
carefully considered befors decisions are veached. Tven $he contri-

" bubion of a little humour is a saving grace when weighty mathers
are under consideration at a long sitting. The Union owes a great
debt of gratitude to the General Commiitee for the wisdom und the
forbearance with which they assist in ibs deliberations.

On a general survey of the life and work of the Union for
twenby-five years, there is not merely reason to be satisfied with the
sum total of ibs achievemsnts, bub every hope for the future. A

period of ecomparative indifference may be followed by one of great

keenness, We are the custodians of a precious inheritanee. "Wa
ghall be held up to shame and disecredit by future generations if we
et $his inheritance suffer at our hands.

Let us strive manfully to overcome ot difficulties, receiving
for our task inspiration from the old Dutch Motto “ Lucter et
. Emergo.” :

- E. H.V,

Not all who fail in life deserve fo fail, and the
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A HOLIDAY IN HOLLAND.

A vacation in Hurope ean be spenb profitably and pleasantly
in any of its countries; the open mind and the observant eye will .
ensure the enjoyment and the profit in knowledge. The claims of
Holland on our attention are many, and a holiday in Holland will
remrain one of $he pleasantest recollections of travel. 'To enumerate
_ the charms of the country or to give guidebook-information is beyond
- the scope of a tiny essay of this sort: therefore I shall limit ryself
. to & few récollections of places seen and things learnt,

_ It is easy and better to begin a wvisit by going to Amsberdam
- firgh ; the Ophthalmology of tha University is of a high order and of
repute in Europe. The exhibits of old porcelain, and of old fur-
niture in the Museums are notable and instructive ; in the Ryks
. Museum there was the ornate chased and gilt cannon made by
.& Binhalese noble and presented to a Dutch Governor in the
- middle of the 18th century. It was a great treat to see the
" pictures in Ryks, e. g., Rembrand{’s ' Night Watch " and “ The
Syndics of the Cloth-hall”. Wandering in the old town, one
gees Rembrandt's residence and the hirthplace of Spinoza, the
canals bordered by trees, and the antique houses ! there are over
. a thousand miles of canal in and about Amsterdam,

A short railway journey northwards to Alkmaar, the butter
- and cheese centre, gives a view of quaint national costumes,
_ (also to be seen at Volendam and Marken); crossing the Zuyder
-Zee by steamnboat enables one o see some of the finest cattle in
-~ the world, the famed T'riesland cattle. Marken will soon cease
%0 be an island ag it is caught in the big Southwest polder. A~
- polder is land reclaimed from the shallow ocean by huge dams
- and pumping out of the waker within these dykes, The work is
- sbupendous. I was informed that the scheme of 84 years ago
cost a million pounds sterling for the 72 square miles and the
“‘money had been repaid more than threefold. The pumping was
done by windmills ; electric and other engines are now used in
" addition. Four big polders, N-W catiching Wieringen island,
.8-W catching Marken, 8-I! across the southarnmost part of the
Zuyder Zee, and N-I adding to the area of Friesland, will take
~up about half of the Zuyder Zee, but channels for navigation
were left between the four sections. The cost of creating these

2
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820 square miles was to be 5} millions, about 11 pounds sterling
an acre, which is a very profitable undertaking.

‘By tram, 11 miles, to Haarlem through fields of tulips,
< hyacinths, narcissi and crocuses ; the old halls and old churches
are beautiful ; the famous church-organ is said to be the best in
the world. Before leaving North Holland, Bdam is to be visited,
13 miles from Amsterdam ; the chureh of 8, Nicholasg is over 300
voars old. A% Fdam and throughout North Holland a special
cheosa ‘' zostemelks kaas®, ‘" sweebmilk cheese” is the principal
" production, we know it as * Bdam ” cheese. Leiden is an academic
town, with an ethnographic museum equal to any in the world, and
an Institute for study of Magt Indian languages, ethnography and
geography. Short tram journeys lead "to fine seaside resorls,
Scheveningen, Katwyk and Nordwylk.

Furbher south than Leydan, bubt not far from it, is the IMagus,
the Dutch call it Gravenhage or den Haag. The woods of oak,
besch and other trees are superb ; the old forest, Haagsche Bosch,
has a deer park on one side and a well-gboecked Zoo on the other

side. One of the receptions I was privileged to attond was in ** the

old hall of the Knights 7, the hall in which the sturdy Burghers
daclared their independence and abjured all allegiance o Philip 1T
of Spain. The Hague is now the seat of the Court of Inber-
national Justice ; more atbractive is the famed picture gallery in-a

former palace, the * Mauritshuis”, with the School of Anatomy:

by Rembrandt and the Young Bull by Paul Potter. Many famous
pictures at Amsterdam and the Hague and ofher places are nob
mentioned in these notes, but the great examples named musb
saffice to indicate the high character of the picture galleries.
Within easy reach of the Hague, Delft contains the old ware-
housa of the Dutch Fast India Company, whose Dutch initials we
find on old plates and coins in Ceylon, “¥,0.C. " Delft has-an
Indian Insbitube raining and preparing students for work in the
publie services in the eolonies, and an ethnographic museum in
which Fast Indian things predominate. A sbatue of Hugo Grotius
and his tomb were shown to me. The manufacture of obacco
was considerable. Most inberssting was the new " Delft " in which
immenso strides ara being made; the big potteries had museums
_with specimens of the 17th eentury Delft faience of very great value
“for models as well as beautifut in the polychrome deeoration and the
high finish of the glazing,
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Gouda was reached as easily ; its markeb place is the largest in
" Holland. I% is famous for its round white cheeses, and for long clay
pipes called churchwardens: these break, hence thers is a constant

- demand for Gouda churchwardens.

_ At a little place (called Buskop or Boshop) there was abundance
of the little painted clay toys for children, grotesque animals, ste.,
so much imitated in Ceylon a$ and near every place where thore was
2 Dutch garrison. These are dear fo the infantile mind and infantila
taste. They now form part of rural Sinhalese lifs, but, like many

* obiher valued things, owe their prevalencein Ceylon to Duteh import-
“ation. When the Edict of Nantes, signed by King Heary IV of
-~ France in 1398 was revoksd by Louis X(V in 1689, the Hugenots in
+ France lost the charter of liberties which permitted them to live
unmolested, and a great number fled to Holland far gafaty. 'The great
centre for them was Utrecht, whonce some were sent to colonize
the Cape, int.ermar_rying with Duatch families; sueh as came o Ceylon
in Dubtch times were traceable ulsimately to Utrecht. Tt ig a
picturesque University town intersected by canale, with a splendid
'_ library and several museums. Among the old houses was the one
 built by, and long the redidanca of, the Usrechb citizen who wag
‘afterwards Pope Adrian VI. TUtrecht is ensily visited, being only
22 miles from Amsterdam, has many surrounding woods and plan-
tations, and seemed extremely prosperous.

The above brief particulars from my n‘otes will give an insight
“into tha atbractions and charm of & counbry worth visiting duriug.a
~holiday; it is even worsh visiting more than once, as I can testify

from personal experience. Travelling in the country is cheap and
_ convanieut ; traing and trams eonnset all the prinecipal places;
- English is not spoken so widely as in Germany, but Hoglish-speaking
people ars numerous in the University towns and may be found in
every place. The cost of living is high ab ths prineipal hotels, but
~at middle-class hotels, spotlessly clean and tidy, bed and breakfash
with all atbendance cost only 5 shillings. The breakfast provided
ig abundaub,' with plenty of wholemeal bread, white hread, milk of
the best quality, chesses of two or three kinds, ham or bacon, and
fruit withoub stint; it was eurious that eggs sesmad to bo an extra
everywhere.

' The ohief charm of Holland was the universal tidiness and
_cleanlinass. The dairy indusbries are considerable and profifable,
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The eattle are to ba seen in every field and are splendid animals,
The cigars are as good as any in the world and exbren.nely cheap ;
some brands are made in sizes too big for my usual habibs in s'{nok-
ing. Wines at many entertainments were of high quality and lavishly
pressed upon one by very hospitable foll, ~ )

‘The best preparation for a visit to Holland is the stud'y of the
map and reading up of a guidebook from which you can decide what
places to visit and what you can profitably laave out in aceordance
with the time and money you can spare, but, anyhow, I ean con-
fidently advize students and others visiting Europe to take a holiday

. in Holland.
: ‘ ANDREAS NELL.

— T B

HAIL LANKA!

Let others belaud the ways of the West,

Or homeland or township, wherever it be,
However mighty, however blssti—

Lanka, my Island, you are all to me!

When homeward I sail from travels afar,

And your mountains arise like wraiths from the sea,
By rose of the dawn or beam of the star—

Oh, Tsland mine, you are heaven o me!

And from the Peak and the fabla-land
That brave the vast dome go gallant and free,
From the tree-girt shors and the glittering sand,
You, emerald Island, call to me!

The strains of eld on your breezes blown,
Qteal ouk of your solitudes eerily:

The tales that are shrined in legend and stone,
Are the songs you, old Island, sing to me!

But oh, for the trails that the wild men tread,
The hills that are home o the hiving bee,

Por the tuneful bill and the branching head—
Oh, Island, wild Island, you are home to me!

R. L. SPITTEL,
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RALPH FITCH AND HIS VISIT TO CEYLON.
By L. . BrAzz:.

The subject takes us bick threa centuries and a half, fo * the
- spacions dimes of great Hlizabeth,” when the fever of advenbure,
“exploration, and foreign trade infected Hnglishmen in common with
other Europeans ; and when Spaniards and Porbuguese warred againgk
the English asrivals in trado and enemies in veligion. The discovery
-of the Cape roube by sea to India, and the discovery of America, had
"begun to make the great oceans great highways of commerce.
" India and China were, however, the two prineipal eentves of attrac-
- tion. “*The wealth of Ormuz and of Ind " was poured into Hurope,
though few were the daring traders or travallers who entered these
" remote territories. The trade was chiefly in the hands of the
Venetians, who in their ** argosies ”’ voyaged between England and
the Levant. DBub dispubes arose, and the Tnglish sought direct
“communication with Turkey. Thus, in 1581 letters patent were
granted by queen Blizabeth to a small company, known offieially as
“The Company of Merchants of the Levant”. This was the
company which in 1660 sent Bobert Knox the elder to the Fast,
~and it is believed to have developed later into the famous
Fnglish Bast India Company. Nextyear, the ' Groat Susan ” earried
. the first Kanglish ambassador fo the Sultan of Turkey, and shortly
after, in February 15838, Joha Newbery, who had once before visited
- Ormuz, headed a parby to the Hasbern regions, still unknown to
"Englishmen,. Hs carvied letbers from Queen Hlizabeth, fo Akbar
“the Great Mogul, in India, and to the king of China, urging both
Cprinces o receive the merchané favourably, and %o enecourage a
# mutual trade . To the King of China, Quesa Elizabeth ezplains
that her desire is to give the same profib to him and his subjects
thet Waestern princes enjoyed: “ which consisteth,” she writes,
"in the transporbing ontward of sueh things whereof we have plenty,
and in bringing in such things ag we stand in need of 7. This, you
will perceive, is the whole theory of exports and imports, put simply.

'This commercial embassy——if we may so regard it—was the
firgt senb to Tndiaand China. It did not reach China, but Ralph
Fiteh contrived to gain some informabion about ths trade of thaf
vast and unknown country.
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Two Englishmen are said to have lived in Ceyvlen before Ralph
Tibeh s and he wag nof the fiest Hoglishman to visit India. Among
the Jesuits in CGron there was a Father Stevens, who was of gerviee
to Titch in a time of trouble.

QI Fiteh’s personat life theve is hardly any roecord. Thatf he
was a merchant, and possibly a wealthy man, iz apparent. That he
was held in respact, parbiculaily after his trip to the Hast, iz also
evident. DBub of his parents and family there i3 no mention in the
usual books of reference.” Two of his name, (but spelt Fyiche,
which may have been the old form } have distinguished records in
Tndian History.
dent of Fort William {that is of Caleutta), of whom a deseendant
writes that he was ' no Quaker,” and that if he were alive in 1756
“ there would have been no * Black Hole” tragedy, although possibly
thera might have been a batile of Plassey ™. Thiz descendant was
Albert Fytche, who was Commissioner of British Burma a hundred
and twenty years later. He was the author of ' Burma, Past and

_ Prosent ", and dedieated the book to " My Cousin Alfred Tennyson,
Poot Laureate

Liat ws fc:llow Ralph Fitch on his eight vears four through the.
Fast. He left London in the year 1583, accompanied by William
Lieedes, a jewsller, James Story, a painter, and John Newhery, a
famous merchant of Liondon, who had besn to the Bast once before,
and who was the leader of the present expedition. Another of the
parby was John Eldred, but he went no farbther with them than
Basra, at the head of the Persian Guif. They sailed in a ship named
the Tyger, and thig name was often given $o ships. In Shakespeara’s
“ Macheth,” one of the three Witches says of a sailor’s wife — Her
hushand’s to Aleppo gone, master of the Tiger”. Now, Aleppo in
Syria, at that time the chief cenfro of trade inthe Hast, was the
town to which our party went, after they landed at Tripolis in
Syria. Lt has been conjectured that Shakespeare got both names—
Aleppo and the Tiger—iromm Fitch’s account of the voyage.

From Aleppo the advenburers travelled with camels to Birra,
on the loft bank of the Euphrates, and then by hoat down to Felugia,
“These boabs,” says Fiteh, ** ba bub for one vovage ; for the stream
doth run so fast downwards that they cannot return. They ocarry
you b0 a town which they call Felugia, and there you sell the boat
for a little money ; for that which cost you fifty at Birra you soll

One was William Fytche who in 1752 was Prosi-
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there for seven or eight ..... Tt is nob good that one boat go alone .
for if it should chanece fio hreak, you should have much ads to sa.ve
vour goods from the Arabians, which be always thereabouts robbing:
- and in the night when your boats he made fast, it is necsssary that
" you keep good wateh., TFor the Arabians that be thieves, will eome
- swimming and steal your goods and fles away, against whlch a gun
~is very good, for they do fear it very mush ™

From Pelugia a canal connects the Euphmtes with the Tigris,
and possibly by this canal the company came to Bagdad, which
Fitch and other travellers of his time wrongly called Babylon. Bag-
dad as a town wae nob very greabt, bub very populous, and of
‘great traflic of stravgers,” caravans mesfing here from Persia, Turkey,
©and Arabia. The Tigris divided it infio two cities, which wers, how-
- aver, united by a bridge of hoats, Woest of Bagdad, some seven or
eight miles, was a ruined tower, which Fitch calle the tower. of
- Babel : bub the proper tower ot Babel, or rather its ruins, is held by
- good authorities to be in Babkylon on the Euphrates, near which also, -
< “at the place called Ait, or Hit, “is a strange thing to see: a mouth
“that doth continually throw forth againgt the air boiling piteh with
o filthy smoke : which piteh doth run abroad into a great field whieh
" ig always full thereof. The Moors say that it iz the mouth of hell”.
. The reference is, of course, to tho fountaing of bitumen, which were
a canse of astonishment to every traveller who saw them. But the
. Moors were not slow o make use of this mineral, in spite of ibg
hellish origin. They coated their boats with the piteh, two or three
~inches thick, and so pmvented water from entering them.

- The next stage wag Bagra, near the head of the Parsian Gulf,
whenece they sailed down to the gulf, and then coasted along Persia
till they came to the Island of Ormuz, ""the driest island in the
world : for there is nothing growing in it but only salt . Hera the
Portugunese had a station, for Ormuz was a place of considerable im-
portance. ‘‘ In this town,” writes Titch, “are merchants of all
natiens, and maoy Moors and Gontiles [Hindus]. Here is very
great trade of all sorbs of spiees, drugs, silk, elobh of silk, fine
tapestry of Persia, gresk store of pearls which come from the Isle
of Baharim, and ave the best pemls ol all others, and many horses
of Persia, which serve ELll India ”. Hera also Fitch saw strangely
athired women, whose ‘' ears w1th a weight of their jewels be worn -
0 wide, that o man may shrust thres of his fingures into them ”
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We have accompanied our parky from Aleppo in Syria to Ormuz
in Pergia’; bub there is nobthing in Hiteh's narrative to shew thab he
vocognized he was passing through the sites of some of the earlissh
civilizations in the hisfory of mankind. Hard-headed merchant
though he doubtless was, he was interested in the Tower of Babels
and he miscalled Babylon. On his refurn journey, seven or eight
years after, he mentions Nineveh, “ which is all ruinated and
destroyed ” ; and he says of a town named Qrfa, that “if hath a
goodly fountaln of fish ; where the Moors hold many great ceremonies
and opinions coneerning Abraham : for they say he did once dwell
there . Bul for this pracbieal business man shere was no sense of
tha awe with which others might view one of the most faseinating
cradles of human eivilization,

One fact, however, must nob escape our notlce that the cities

through which our party passed were all thriviog cities of wealth
and influence, busy with trade of all kinds,

At Ormuz, four days after Fiteh's arrival there, an unfortunate -
" ciroumsbance occurred : he and his three eompanions were thrown .

info prison by the Poxtuguese captain.

They aftribubed this calamity to the intrigues of Mlchael
Stropens, a Venetian trader of the place, who feared the loss of his
own gains from the rivalry of the Englishmen,
supposed to have told the Portuguese captain that the Knglishmen
were spies, working en behalf of a Pretendor to the throne of

Portugal, who was then s refugee in: Engldnd. There were other -

false statements too, and the anger of the Portuguese captain was

roused against the Knglishmen because Francis Drake, on hiz visit -

to the Molucea iglands, had fived on a Porbuguese galleon. The pri-
soners pleaded that they could not be responsible for this, but
the Captain could not accept the plea.

The prisoners were taken to Goa on the 11th Ocbober 1583 in

a ship which also carried 124 horses. Iitch says thal when a ship
earried horses to Goa no customs dues were paid ou obher merchan-
dige in the vessel. ' Thoe horses pay custom, the goods pay nothing’.

" Touching at various ports, sueh ag Diu and Daman, they came on the
10th November to Chaul, where Fiteh lsarnb aboub a certain palio,
which evidently was no other than the coconut, and he describes
its varied uses, Hae notes the goneral worship of the cow, and the

This Stropens is -
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- avergion to the taking of animal life. ** Tn Cambaia they will lill
_nothing, nor have anything killed : in the town they have hospitals
. to keep lama dogs and eats, and for birds. They will give meat bo -
- the ants ™, ) ‘
. 0a ths 29th November, the prigoners arrived at the Portuguese
sattlement of Goa, where the viesroy held his court, and where a
~flest of fomj, five, or six great ships used to come from Porfugal
. every year. But Fitch is less concerned with the heauty and im-
" porbance of the city than with his desire for liberfy. The Engligh-
.. men were charged hefore the viceroy as spies, bui there wag no
© proot to convict them, On the 22nd of December, they were bailed
oub, ag we should say, by & surety found for them by Father Stevens,
. the English Jesuit, and Father Marco, » Dutchman. To the surety
- they paid 2,150 ducats, but he demanded more, and the prisoners
‘petitioned the vieeroy for the recovery of their money. The vieeroy
. angwered them rudsly, and threatened them with a further en quiry.
g Fearing the eotire logs of their libarby, they decided to run away, and
three of them suceesded in crossing the river, on the &th of April
1585, The fourth, the painter, William Storey, took serviee uader
‘the Jeguits, as a painter, and joinod bheir Order.

‘ T4 is inberesting to note thas in Gioa, the prisoners met a young
_"Dutchman whose name afterwards hecame famous. This wae
Linschoten, the traveller and geographer, but in Fitch's $ime he
" sras employed in the service of the Archhishop of Goa. Linschoten
- himself gives an account of the imprisonment and escape of the -
‘prisoners, which supplements the a.ccount given by Fiteh. Linscho- -
“}en says that the Fnglishmen came * bringing great sbore of mer-
'_--'ch_andise with them,” and also ‘s great sum of money and gold,
““and that very secretly, not to be deceived or robbad thereof, or to
run into any danger for tho same”. What the Frglishmen wanted
“wag to buy precious sbones, which explmns why one of the company,
William Leedes, was a ]uvellar The Porluguese captain at Ormuz
was friendly towards them, ““ by reason that one of them which had
been there hofore, had given him certain presents,” and he got over
hig diffienlsy by shipping them-to Goa. At Goa, as there were two
of the prisoners who “spake good Duteh,” though they “* conld speak -
but bad Portugal,” a Duteh Jesuit interviewed them, and tried to
win them over to the Order—the reason peing, as Linschoten slyly
observes, that the Jesuit knew that. the Englishmen had ‘meoney,
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whieh wonld be of great service to the Order. When they were
released, through the good offices of the Dutehmen who were of the
Archhishop’s household, the prisoners opened & shop in Goa, and
by their courtesy tio customers won much favour. Thig displeased
the Jesuits, who frightened them with threats of punishments gbill
awaiting them. This it was that made them secretly escape from
the country, ' being never heard of again’. .
painter, who had joined the Jesuits, at length left them, — seelug
he had not ag then mads any solemn promise,” married, and  settled
in Goa. It was from him that Linschoten learnt a good many
. particulars * of all the ways, trades, and voyages of the country,
between Aleppo and Ormuz ™ ‘

Fecaping from Goa the three Fnglishmen came at length to
Agra, and then to Faltepore- Sikri, where the famous Akbar held his
courb. We are now in the dominions of the great Mogul. Tt is
interesting to read what Piteh writes of fhese cities: “Agra and
Fa.tépore are two very great cities, sither of them much greater than
Tondon and very populous. Between Agra and Fatepore are twelve
miles, and all the way is a market of victuals and other things, as
foll as though a man were gtill in & town, and so many people
Piteh says nothing of the Taj at

(3]

as if 2 man were in a market.”

. Agra, for the good reason that it had not been built in his time.

Nobe that this was in the year 1585, in the days of Elizabeth,
and only three years before the Spanish Armada.

At Fabepore-Sikri the three fravellers parted company. New-
bery went westward to Lahere, to reburn to Burope; but he was
never heard of again. Leedes, the jeweller, stayed at Fatepore, in
the service of the great Mogul,

sam of money. Witch himsel! went eastwards to Bengal; bub the
tale of his travels here need not be given in detail. He gives a
graphic description of Benares and its Hindu rites and ceremonieg.
Ho tells us that when corpses are flung into the Ganges, “the
men float with their faces downwards, the women with their faces
apwards. I thought they tied somethtng to them to0 cauge them to
do so; but they say no’

Pitch visited Serampors, known to us by the more vecent
labours of William Cavey, the Baptist missionary. Buf af that time
the inhabitants waged a guerilla war against Akbar. Six leagues

James Story, the -

“who did entertain him very well,
and gave him an house and five slaves, an horgse, and every day” a
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from here was S'onat'gaon' where the best and finest cotbon cloth in
India was manufactured—the reference being to the famous Dacea
“muslin,  From this fown too was exported " much riece, wherewith

. they serve all India, Ueilon, Pegu, Malacea, Sumabra, and many
" .- other places.”

On the 28th Novembasr 1586, exactly three years after his arri-
val at Goa, Fiteh sailed from Bengal for Pegu, which consisted of
~ . two towns. In the old town of Pegu lived- the merchants: in the
© : new, the king with the nobility and gentry. The city has twenty
“stone gaties, and round it a moab fall of waber and of crocodiles.
The stroety are the fairest that ever I saw, as straight as a line from
- ons gate to the other, and so broad that ten or twelve men may
- ride a front through them.” The houses were of wood and covered
- with tiles, and ab every man’s door was a coconut palm. The king
had many elephants, “ And among the vest he hath four white
elephants, which are very strange and rarve ; for there is none othar
. king which hath them but he: if any other king hath one, he will
- send unto him for it.” Tho great pageda at Pegu is well described,
- agis also the famous Shwe-Dagon in Rangoon.

After some months spent in Pegu, Witch left for Malacea, whare
_again - the Portugals have a casfle which standeth near the sea”,
The Malays are said to bs “ a kind of proud people.” Malacea bad
& large trade with China and the Java Islands, some of the lattar
being eontrolled by the Portuguese. The Portuguese traded also
~with China and Japan. When they made their annual visit from
"Maeao in China to Japan, they took silk, gold, musk, and poreelain ;
“buat brought back silver, and nothing bub silver from Japan. Thig”
.-silver was spent in China, in the purchase of Chinese goods. F1bch
“himself did not visit China or Japan.

At the end of March 1588 he left Malacea to veturn to Pegu,
-~ where he remained for the setond time till $he 17th Septamber ;
'_'_.-t;hen he went on to Bengal, which he reached in November. Is
“was not till the 8rd February 1589 that he secured a passage for
« Cochin, to reburn to Bngland, and it was on that return voyage that
" he touched at Ceylon. From Ceylon he went to Cochin where ha
stayed eight months; to Goa, for thres days; then to Ormusz, and
. through Mesopobamla tio Aleppo and Tripolis in Syris: “where finding
~Hnglish shipping, T came with a prosperous voyage fo London,
: whare by God’s assistance I safely arrived the 20th of April 1591,
- baving been eight years out of my native country,”
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From these exbracts some idea will have bean formed of the
merits of Ralph Fitch as a writer and an observer: his atbenbion to
details, his general aceuracy, his anxiety to let nothing escapes his
notice and to get ab the truth of bhings, apd his business-like way of
expressing himself.

His account of Ceylon is short and may therefore be guoted in
fall.
on aceount of the extreme heat, the lack of fresh water, the frequent
calms, and the erowd of passengers. He had a month of this. " Yet
it pleased God,” he writes, ' that we arrived in Ceylon the sixth of
March, where we stayed five days to water, and to furnish ourselves
with ether necessary provision. This Ceylon i3 a brave Island,
very [ruitful and fair; bub by reason of continual wars with the
king thereot, ail things are very deay ; for he will not suffer anything
to be brought to the castle where the Portugals be: wherefore often-
times they (i.e. the Portuguese) have great want of victua!s. Their
provision of victuals cometh outb of .Bengala every year.”

Thig was in 1589, when the firgt Raja Sinha was king at Slta-
waka. The king's chief aim was the destruction of Colombo, the

stronghold of the Portuguese in Coylon, and he tried $o do ib by-

hoyeott and starvaifon as well as by siege and assault. Fitchis

careful to note the fach.

“ The king is called Raia,” he continues, " and is of greal fores:
for he cometh to Celombo, which is the place where the Portugals
have. bheir fort, with an hundred thousand men, and many ele-
phantg. But they be naked peopls all of them ; vet many of them
be good with their pieces, which be rmuskets.” '

What Fitch means is, evidently, that Raja Sinha’s hosts were
practically unarmed, especially when compared with the milibary
equipment of the Porfuguese. Now comes a deseription of Raja
Sinha I:

" When the king talketh with any man, he standeth upon one
leg, and setbeth the other fooh upon his knee with his sword in hig
hand : it ig not their order for the king to sit bub to stand. His
apparel ig a fine painfed cloth, made of cobton wool, about hig
middle ; hig hair is long and bound up with a listle fine eloth about
his head: all the rest of his body is naked. His guard are a
thousand men, which stand round about him, and he in the middle;

When he sailed from Bengal, he had an uncomfortabls passage-
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and when he marcheth, many of them go before him, and the rest
come after him, They are of the race.of the Chingalayes, which
“they say ave the hast kind of all the Malabars.
large; for the greater they are,
_' - acdounted.

Their ears ars very

the mors honournble they are
Some of them are a span long.”

_ Fiteh appears to bhave been much interested in the ears of
Eagtern peoples. He remarked on them at Qrmus; again in Cevlon ;
“-and once more at Cochin, of whoss pecple he says: " they have

horrible greab ears, with many rings set with poearis and stones in
‘them."”

To reburn to Ceylon. * The wood which they burn is cinnamon
- wood, and it smelleth vory swest. There iz great store of rubies,
_ " sapphires, and spinoels in this Tsland : ‘the hest kind of all be hers:
- bub the king will not suffer the inhabitants to dig for them, lest his
- enemies should know of them, and make wars against bhim, and to
drive him oub of his country for them, They have no horses in, all
- the country. The elephants be not so great as those of Pegu, which
~-be mounstrous huge ; but they say all other elephants do fear them,
-and nona dare fight with them, though they he very small.”

. Riteh finishes his shorb sketeh with a few words on the psople:
“ All of them be black and but little, both men and women. Their -
‘houses are vory little, made of the branches of the palmer or eoco-
‘tree, and covered with the leaves of the same tree.’”

‘That is all. The few inaccuracies in his account, gathered
during a five days stay ab a coast town, may well be overlooked.
We have all known more amusing inaccuracies in the aceounts
written by visitors who have stayed here much longer, and who
“have had ample opportunibies of getting at the truth.

Hiteh’s account challenges comparison with that of Caesat
" Brederick, a merchant of Venice, who sailed twenby years earlier,
and vigited the same countries, Iig account of Ceylon is slightly,
Very slighlly, longer, and nearly half of it ig given to the political
troubles of the Island, while the rest tells us how the cinnamon

-~ wag gabhered from a jungle thres miles from the Portuguese fort of
“Colombo. ‘

© Of the company of four who lefs London in 1583, E‘ibch alone
‘returned, and presented his veport to Lord Burleigh, Quesn
‘Blizabeth's Secretary ol State. This report was published by
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Richard Hakluyt in his famous eollection of * Navigations, Voyages,
and Discoveries,” and this collection is easily accessible to any who
are interested.

Fitoh seems to have lived a comparatively retired life after his
return to London. e was a Member of the Board of Levant
Company. In December 1600, the Great Bast India Company was
founded, and six years later, in the reign of James I, the Court of
Directors ordered that Piteh should be consulted as to the proper
titles of a few Hasbern princes with whom communication was
1o be established for purposes of trade. In October 1611, on the
3pd, 4th, or 5th day of the month, Fitch died.

What is his place in the history of the British Empire ? It
s claimed for him, and claimed with justice, thab he was the
tiret Bnelishman who gave his people * the first English account
of the great resources of India and the Further Hast.” The
name of Captain James Lancaster looms larger in the history of
British trade. But he sailed from Plymouoth in 1591—only &
fortnight or less before Fitch refurned to London from his
8 years expedition.

Titch himsell, is of abounding interest in all its details, An

 abridged, annotated, and modernized edition of this story will -

make much mere profitable and entertaining reading for the clas.
gos in our Ceylon schools than most of the dreary literature
over which our pupils toil from one generation to another.

=9ezs

And the story of his expedition, written by -
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A VISIT TO THE KRUGER
"PARK.
By Dr. A. H. Erns.
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. Tired of the routine on the farm, I was looking around for
 some form of relaxation, when it struck me thabt for a short holiday
of nat more than about-3 days—the most I could spare—I could
:1_10ti do better than motor into the Kruger National Park aloug with

‘three friends whom T knew from experience were the right ones to
choose for a camping holiday.

_ The Kruger National Park, one of the greatest show places of
Bouth Africa, if not of the world, and visited every year by tourists
“from all over the world, is a vast game reserve of about 9,300
square miles, or more than a third of the size of Ceylon, occcupies
‘bhat strip of the Fastern Transvasl which borders on Portuguese
Fast Afriea. A very prominent Jew, a short time ago on his rebura
o England after a visit fo South Afriea, for thé purpose of collocting
“funds for the Jews in Palestine, remarked that the wild animals in
'_Spu_th Africa have a bigger country to roam about in than the Jews
ave for themselves in Palestine.

- The enfrance into the park from Porbuguese Last Africa is only
:_b'out 80 miles from Liourenco Margues. People in Ceylon, who are
n the habit of making a holiday fo Europs once every few years,
_ghquld note this fact, for by travelling round the Cape, and touch-
ng_at Lourenco Margues they can, if they have about a couple of
ays to spare, ses practically every type of fauna represented on the -
African continent, living not as in a Zoo, but in theivr natural wild
tate.  The main road to Liourenco Marques from the Transva;n-l. .
25508 through the game reserve for about 120 miles. ' The entrance
or the Transvaal tourists is-only about 100 miles from Tzaneen, my

-Ona morning befors suarise, muffled up to the throat, for it
be very eold here, the car, loaded with bedding and a well-filled
uncl_a, basket, contmmpg food to last us for 3 days, my three friends
d I eommenced our journsy.

The only Dorp of any size we passed on our way was the old
ld mining town of Tieydsdorp, 20 miles from Tzaneen. During
the Bepubl:can days this town showed promise of developing into
econd Johannesburg, but owing to the finds not goming up to
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original expectations, the work has ceased in practically all the
- small gold mines, and the population has considerably dwindled.
One still sees signs everywhere of former greatness. Nine miles
further on, we pagsed Gravelotte and with it all traces of civilisation,
and entered into the bush veld proper. The country is flat and
park-like in appearance. The grazing is excellent all the y.ea;r
vound and ideal for eattle ranching, bub owing fo liong which
are very plentiful, and malaria which is bad in the Suminer, thers
ig hardly any development in this part of the counbry.

As time wag of no aceount we carried on leisurely, halting by
the roadside for meals which we had in picenic fashion. At about
4 p. m. we sighted in the distance a gate across tha road and a
native police boy standing by it, and we knew that we had come fo
the game reserve. This ig another country for all pracieal pur-
poses, and I can appreciate what prompted the Jew I have pre-

viously mentioned, to. make the remark that the wild animals in _

South Africa had a bigger home than the Jews in Palestine,
Tt is owned by king lion and his subjects, and run for them very
efficiently by a shaff of European rangets and native police boys.
There must he money to run bhis country, so a fax of one pound
hag to be paid on every car enfering the reserve. H_ere iz also
what is closely akin to a customs barrier. The car is searched -for
fire arms, and all guns found are sealed. The penalty for breakmg
tho seal is £ 50.  Oune is also made to sign various documents, and
o careful record is kept of every one entering the reserve. :
After heing served with leaflets, in which it was elearly laid
down that we were nob on any acesunt-to leave the road, or frighben
or molest the inhabitants of this counbry under dire penalty, wa
- were allowed o proceed and wers soon rewarded by \"mnderful
sightis. In solemn wonder one could gazo for hours ab this massged
panorama of game. . . i
The most sbriking feature 1 suppose are the giraffes with theil_'
enormously long necks feeding from the tres tops, and as one of my

friends remarked, juss like belegraph posts strung out along tbg' .
Veld. We wabched them for a long while and fiook scme snapd -

which I am slad to say have come oub very well.

Vast herds of wilde beeste {gnu); quits unconcerned ab our

pressnce, were either standing by the road side or peacetully

grazing, and with them one always saw the zmebras. 1t is a well.
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... known fact that the wilde beeste and the zebras always remain to-
_gother. This is believed to be because the zebras have the keener
- scent, and the wilde beeste, owing to their powerful horns, are

better equipped for defenca when danger threatens. The wilde

_ beoste—Dubch name meaning wild eattle—are curious ereatures. Tha

hind guarters and tail resemble those of & horse, while the head and

- {orequarbers are distinetly bovine. They are as big as buffaloes.

Vasb troops of baboons are sither feeding or playing about the

'_ -road side. They, like all the other animals, have lost all fear of
. -man, gnd'saated in the car ona can watch them earrying on their
- tribal life, Now and again one ecomes across a solitary male. One

time the proud leader of his troop, and now defeated in combat by
soma youngster, he has to spend his declining vears in solitude.

" This is true of every species of wild animal, and the useless males

turned out of the herd are termed by South Africans “ Lion’s

-_: ‘meat”’,’ The monkey folks interest us ag humans more than any
- of the other animals—perhaps because of their closer relationship to
"___.'us, and cerfiainly, I eould not help but notice the similaribty in the

- treatment of the young between the baboon mothers and the Kaffir

‘mothers. Both sling their young on $o their backs when on the

3: move, and the youngsfers have to hold on ag best thay can.

Owing to lack of space and special knowledge of the different

' species, [ ean only name some of them, and merely comment on
fihoze which owing to some striking peculiarity attract more than or-
" dinary notice, .., the warthog-—the funniest animal I saw—is about

the sizeé of a wild pig, with a hideous long head something like that
of an ant bear ; but the striking feature is its tail, which it carries

“straight up just like a periscope when on the move.

Africa is famous for itg different types of buck—some, such as

"-the stem bok, not bigger than a small dog, while others such as the
- Kudu, the sable antelops, the Tressibi and the Eland are large
- beasts, some of them with most beautiful bheads, '

Thirty miles further on, after entering the Reserve, we camse to
‘the first Rest Camp. Here potrol can bhe had for the car, and on
the payment of 21. 6d. one is provided with a bed in a tent or
rondavel. What struck me ab the time as strange in view of the

: fact that lions are abundant was that the camp wag nob probected
by even a single strand of wire. I was soon to learn that, so long

‘a8 man left the beasts alone, he had very little to fear from them.
4
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That night the calls of the wild never ceased. It iz impossible
to deseribe the weird noises. The right was bitterly eold, and as
there was no mattress to the.baed I had o use my sleeping bag, into
which X had hoped to crawl, as a mattvess, and depend for warmth
on two blankets and an overeoal, a very, inadequate covering, for
the temperafure outside could not have been far from freczing point.

We were up with tha dawn, but it was a job to get the car fo
start even after putting hot water into the radiator. Iventually we
had to push it to make it go. _

In order to observe the game batter, I gave up the whesl to
one of my friends who had been in the Reserve befors. My other
two friends were in the hack geal almosgt hidden from view by piles
of hedding. - : ‘ ‘

They were a bit unfortunate, as the fellow on the right had his
view to the left obstructed, and the fellow on the left could not see
much o higright. We had not proceeded far in this manner when
I noticed a big head moving in the long grass just by tha side of the
voad., I thought it was a hyena and ordered a stop, As the driver
slowed down we found it was a lioness, She was not more than
two feet from the car as we passed her, She did nob look too
friendly, perhaps she had cubs with her.

Probably it wag only curiosity which made her wrinkle her
brow. We did not stop in gpite of profiests and threats from my
friend on the right-hand corner of the back sesat who could see
nothing. We told him that we had more pressing business in front,
.numel;v breakiast, but had no objection to leaving him behind with
ihe lioness to follow ug up later on.

At about 9 a.m. we cama bo the Olifants river. Thea car was
farried across in a puni on payment of half a erown, and we entered
the gecond rest eamp where we had breakfast. Soon after breakfast
we were on the road again. The game was even more plentiful now
and afforded us interesting and often amusing views.

At about midday we reached the Rest Camp which s known
a3 5ha hippo pool.  Just here the Olifants join up with the Lataba

river, and the view is rugged and picturesque. Along with a native

police boy who acted as guide we walked along the river bank to
gee the hippo. Very quickly we heard sounds like rifla shofs, and
discovered that they were caused by hippo coming te the surface fo
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breathe, We were lucky to find a hippo out of the water on the
opposite bank. For a long time it kept hiding its head bshind a

- bush, ostrich fashion, leaving its great ungainly body fully exposed

to view. DBy shouting to it we sueceeded iv getbing it o bring its big
ugly head into view. The camera played its part and we got a

'_ good snap of the beast. We also found near by two crocodiles bask-
ing in the sun.

Wea next proceeded to the Satara Rest Camp where the chief

- ranger, & Hollander, lives in a very fine hougse right in the heart

of the wilds.
On our way back to the Hippo Pool Rest Camp where we in-

“tended to spend the night, we saw a magnificent lion lying by
“the roadside. " As we approached he stood up, and I stopped the
‘car as I got alongside of him bub kept the engine going, He
‘looked quite friendly and walked right up to tke car, and back
again to where he was to lie down, The camera was kept
* busy and we got some fine pictures of this magnificent beast,
'The rangers here will tell you that lions are only dangerous if

man attacks them. Like the domestic cats they are lazy beasts,

o and will not exert themselves unduly except when they are

hungry and are looking for tood.

It is nothing but idle curiosity that makes them walk up to

‘the car and sniff around. Thoy can only smell petrol and realise
- that there is nothing there that is good to eat.

I 1s ancther matter, however, if you come across & lioness

“with cuhs lying on the road. You are advised in such a case to:

stop the car until she has got her cubs away, If you get too

- close to the cubs she will think you mean to harm them and
“may bake steps to prevenl your doing so.

That night, seated round a camp fire, we spent a very plea-

- gant time talking on all manner of subjects, until at last-one by
“one we dropped off to sleep,

T'he next morning we started for home and left the reserve

" in the alternoon, the car having done a little over 200 miles
swithin the Reserve,

On our way home, some time after we had left the Beserve,
we found right in our path & huge flock of several hundred
ostriches, but these birds were scared stiff and quickly stampeded
out of our sight. How different to game in the Reserve.

b
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There man is upot feared, for he has learnt at last to
appreciate and 10\_76 one of Nature's greatest gifts fo him.

He has awakened atb last to realige the aginine folly of blood-
lugt. The vast crowds who visit the Reserve every year come
‘back with the feeling that when out in the wilds, one can getall
the thrills and advenfure to satisfy the boldest just as easily
with the camera a8 with the gun. Certainly my own feeling ab
present is that I world rather pick up a gun to shoot goats in a
bazaar than use it to destroy the wonderful creatures of the
wild. Ifiis time that all sportsmen the world over, who are
also true lovers of nature, gave serious thought to strengthen the
hands of the varions Governments which are doing their best to
preserve many of the existing forests and fauna for posterity.
Man's desire to slay, a primitive instinet which lies dormant in
practically every one of us, to wake up when the opportunity
arises, should be controlled by educating the masses, Affer all,
what chance has even the lordly elephant against modern
lethal weapons ? _ o

On this tyip we saw practically every type of animal common
to Africa except rhinos, buffaloes and elephants. We hadno time

to visit the rhino and buffalo pools, and we were not Iucky enough

to see any elephants,

®
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MUSINGS AND RAMBLES OF “THE
- ANTIQUARIAN STROLLERS™.

GLIMPSES OF BURMESE MILITARY HISTORY.
SIDE-LIGHTS ON THE RECEKT REBELTION,
BY R. L. B. '
{ Continued from page 67 of our last tssue).

~ - Apart from the interest which centres around the shrines of
~ the Shwe Dagon in Ragoon and the glimpses it affords of the
eustoms of the Burmese, thera is another side-light thrown on its
‘story by the remains of many forbifieations which girdle the hill on .
~which the temple stands. In fact, the military history of the town,
perhaps of Burma itself, might be drawn from these velice of ram-
" parts and moabs, of draw-bridges and redoubis.

Dating from the time of the first Burmese war {1824) when the
Pagoda was oceupled after a feeble resistance, it wag garrisoned and
strangthened and converted info a bhase for further operations,
Three vears Iater it was vestored to the Burmese, and it is nob
surprising that when the second Burmese war broke out in 1853,
the Pagoda Hill was found to be strongly fortified and defended by
numerous stockades and spiked bamboos in the usual method of
‘Burmese warfare. _

. The British lauached their attack from bhe south-east side, and

or bwo hours, it is said, the heavy guns pounded away without any.
‘apparent effect. It was then that a storming party daghed across
__.t'he open hill-side, entered the southern corridor, whera much fight-
ing took place, and pressed bhack the defenders, who ultimately fled
“in panic to the jungles.

- Until a few years ago, in a quiet secluded corner on the north-
‘east of the platform, there were & few graves—some of there name-
less—of the officers and men who {ell in the assauls. In response
“to mational agitation the remains were disinterred and reburied in
“the canfonment cemebery. Shortly after this was done & portion of
.the Pagoda was destroyed by fire, Hoon after the fire there was an
“earthquake which shook the shrine to its foundation, and the
'p'reoious hti, the gift of King Mindoon Min, which adorns the summif
“of the spire, was thrown to the ground. BStrange occurrences, of
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course, but sufficient ground for the superstitious Burman fo ask
himself if it were not greater desecration to move those bones than
to leb them rest bensath a shady tree on the side of his holy hili.

There is a similar eurious story told of the sacred temple bell.
Soon after the second Burmese war, an atfempt was made to ship
this bell across the oosan as a war trophy. As it was being put on
board a ship, i5 slipped and fell into the river. Hvery attempt o
raise it failed. The Maha Gande, * the great sweabt voice ', lay
embaedded in the mud, and even the fierce Lides which are for ever
coming and going, sweeping the bed of the Rangoon river, failed to
move it. And perhaps, as a writer suggests, the Burman said : You
gannob take our hell...... you cannob raise it oub of the river... .. you
have tried and failed. May wo be allowed to try and geb ib
out ? :
May be, they were told laughingly that they might, They
raiged it and hung if where it used to be and 80, ohee again, the
dévotee who has acguired merit strikes it with a piece of horn,
the theory being thab, as sometimes more merib is procured than
can be used by ons person, others who hear the deep, mellow boom
may be enahbled to take their share. R

Bub the military story of Burma does not end with the second
Burmese war. TFven so recently as 1886 all the country was up in
insurrection, - In that war of annexation Mandalay fell without a
ghot, and King Thibaw, the young and incapable ruler, was taken
capbive. The whole of Upper Burma wag thus brought under
Britigh gway.

To overthrow King Thibaw, whose corrupt government has
given to the history of Burma a page which is strikingly similar to
that eontributed by Sri Vikrama Raja Sinha $o- the history of
Caylon, was apparently an easy matbter. To subdue a people whe did
not degire to be governed was very different. !
thousand square miles of thick couniry to move about in, their
position wasg very favourable. The eountry wasg over-rua by small
patties led by brigands and freclances. Is there any reason to
wonder thak such organisabions degenerated into endemic decoity
whieh has earned for Burma an amazing record ?

Bub in spite of the determined offorts over the decades to

suppress lavrlossness, frightful things have happened in Burma during.

the las_t; two years.

With two hundred -
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It i said that the causzes which led to the rebellion are purely
seonomic, The patriotic “Dragon Avmy ™, inspired by three or
~four seore chiefs or Boes, who had neglested their indigenous
Buddhigt culture for a shoddy Anglo-Vernacular training, and
~ recrnited mostly from the youths of villages, was to right all the
country's wrongs.

_ The first warlike acts were commitbed aboul April, 1981, They
“ looted the heuses of everybody in possession of guns and ammunition.
They resorbed o construeting matehlocks, crude weapons, the
“wood-work of which wag dexferously turned out with their dak,
“and supplemented by a bit of piping loated from one of the sub-
“stations of the Burma O Works. With uaburnt malkch-heads as
an explosive, they used these weapons to fire out loadings of rusty
_"11‘011 slugs and leaden bullets.

_ Going fmm village 6o village in the Shan States the roving
'bands of the “Dragon Army” left a tale of unspeakable and
‘unaccountable savagery., Houses were destroved, hostages carried
coff only to be murdeved, children hacked to pieces, and men and
“women burnt alive.

: The villager who would nob join in the rebellion or eontubute
: towards its expenses was forced to do so by threats of death. They
“ foreibly tatbooed some with the mark of the “ Dragen Army,”
knowing well' the genseral belief that the indelible mark would
“.gondemn them as adherents of tho rebel band, and thus forée them
:$0 join.  On those who held back through fear, they urged charms
2~of invulnerability. :
Naturally there was wide scope for such propaganda among
‘people on whom the effects of civilization were but skin deep. The *
villagor placed considerable faith in these charms, and allowed
“himself to be tattoosd with certain mystic letliers which were said

* to insure the person so charmed againsgt injury. _
. Apayt from this typo of chaym there were modicines which
_when drunk were believed to make man invulnerable, There were,
it is gaid, charms in the form of mysberious writings on palmleaves, .
“or of animals cub out of sbone, which when locked at was sufficient
to profect the wearer from harm.

" Oath waber was administered to all who jeined, and they were
asked to kil Government gpieg and Government officiuls, from the
highest to the lowest,
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However, today the rebellion has smouldered down and only -

reveals itself in acts of banditary. One is reminded of the raids

and brubality eommitfed by the appeals made o the High Courts .-

in the country against the sentences passed by special judges.

Ons of these mauny appeals has been made by a chief ealled

Sava Nyan. His repubation as one of the principal leaders was well
and truly established when his case wag originally heard and he wag
sentenced fo death.

Some vears hefore the rebellion he beecame a hpoongy and
presided evéntually over a kysung (monastery). Discarding how-

ever the yellow rohe for a eampaign of misguided patriotism, he :

" went about proelaiming that when he beecame king of Burma he
would remit all taxes.
When he was at the head of aboud three or four hundred rebels,

he encountsred military troops and was overpowered and arrested. -

They found in his possession a revolver which belonged to a Sub-
ingpector of Police who had héen murdered.

Hig appeal is a pretty woak one it is true, bub who ean measure - :

the limits to which justice might be tempered with merey ?

Woll might it be imagined that the efforts to suppress the -
vebellion lie in the story of relentless purguits in the hinterland and _

in the display of incredible pluck. Possessing the advantage of being

acquainted with every ineh gf the country, the insurgent forees ~

were clevear at surprise attacks and clovever gtill ab evasion,

Under these circumstances it is natural that a good deal might -
he gleaned from tales which have been told, and on which those who

cherish daring deeds would love to dwell. One in parbicular, re-
called by * Theophilus” in the Rangoon Times, ma._kes'a fascina.ting
appeal.

It tells of a ehief, scareely more than'a youth a rebel at the age :

of 21, outlawed, with a reward of 500 rupees on his head.

He is described as a very beast in his ferocity, who there is
lithio doubt had realised that retribution was surely bub steadily

gaining on bhis heels.
However, it is with U. Maung Gale, an Assisbant Director of

Agriculture, a person well acquainted with the eountry and slightly -

known to this lawless Bo, that the narvator is more parbicularly
concerned. .
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.. 'The story goes that Maung Gale, acting on information which
had been brought to him of this rebel’'s whereabouts, had made
MARY unsuccessful attempts tio rush his camp, untll—somebhmg
_hmppened

. He received n letter. ' If you coms alone,” it zaid, * and un-
F.r_med a guide will lead you......... the Bo would speak with you.”

Did the Bo intend treacherously to rid himsell of his pursuer?

o7 Tt is said that he gloried in murdering Government officials,
and thers was the probability that he might provide some horrible
and Imgermg torbure—nperhaps, by winding hig  viefim in ropes
_soa.ked in kerosene oil and roasting him to death by slow degrees.
-<But U, Maung Gale responded to the strange summons. Un-
arined, alone, he followed an nnknown guide, thwugh an apparently
"t.rackless region, to the depths of a lonely forest. * There ha met the
_perpetrator of many frightful atrocities.

Sonte paopls would say that he was foolhardy, obhers, that he
‘was wonderfully courageous, but it was undeyr these cireumstances
that Maung Gale seb himself to argua with the rebel.
: Burrender, he urged, was almost certain death. Resistance,
when thers was now small chance of escape, and adherence to a
HJorlorn cause, was absolutely certain death.

~ The chief, swayved by the truth of this argument, saw in it as
‘mueh hope of saving his life as is proverblally assoclated with a
-drowmng man and & stra‘w.

_ ’_I‘he Bois said to have furned and departad, leaving Maung
-Gaie"alone in the forest. The feelings of the latber, on finding him-
self placed in such peculiar ecircumstances, may well be imagined,

- But eventually the Bo reippeared. He had two other men
w1th him, also desperadoss, but not such well-known leaders,

-All thres, fully armed, approached Maung Gale, and one by
one they surrendered their weapons to him.

- Perhaps it would be as well to necept this brief notice of the
__qount_ry’s Pagodag, of its people, of its wars and rebellions, with a
.r‘eﬁedhion by Fielding Hali in his book, " The Soul of a People.”

. They are men,” he says, “*and men will fight, If they wera
perfect in their fmth the race would have died out long ago. They
ave toughd, but they have never fought in the name of their faith.”

- "And so, as such things will be, the passing visitoyr, forgetting
recent evends and the tales of dacoits and bandits, ean catch the
1_nfact.10n of the temple gongs und fairy bells, and thus gain a deeper
ingight into the thoughts and customs of the people of Burma.

THE END.

]
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OLD COLOMBO.
By THE DATE J. L. K. VAN DORT.

{ Condinued from page 83 of owr last issue)

The Law Court buildings at Hulftsdorp weve often used for
public worship when Wolvendaal Church was undergoing repairs.
The Supreme Court then had an unpretending tow roof, with a veran-
dah round it—far vemoved in appearance from the present building
with its Doric columns, ete. The old Granite Cup (called Giant's
Cup) now lying in the courtyard then' stood within a circle of
masonry work, Tt was evideatly part of an unused founsain
which stood in the grounds near the building which wag the re-
gidenece of the Chief Duteh Military official. This hill was called

Hulit's dotp or Hulft's encampment as it was here that General -

Hulft eneamped o hesiege the Portuguess in the Fort.
' An embankment, dyke or dam protected the hilly parts of

Colombo, (such as Wolvendaal, Hulftsdorp and San Sebastian) -

from the low-lying marshes around the Beira Liake., On this dam
was constructed a road, now called Dam Streof.
man's Gale, where there was the bridge and lock over hhe old 8.

John's Canal.
The Canal which ran under St. John’s boutiques, was covered

" over with boards the whole length of the way from Kayman’s Gate -
to the entrance to the Fish Market, and sorved to carry the flood -

waber to the sea, when they overflowed the Lake. _
A lock gate was rendered necessary to prevent alligators or

kaymans from finding their way under the bridge towards the part

of the canal under 8t. John's boubigues,

The canal had embankments on both sides of it, and a bridge
over it at its junction with the lake.
ab several points where the lake wag made deep, so as to form a
gort of flood reservoir, with outlets o the sea.

erected round the Fort by the Dutech.
The fashionable promenade of the Dubch inhabitants was the

Mall-i-bund, or the Mall or walk along the bund or embankment. :
This walk extended from the bridge ‘neat the lake and over the -
¢anal ag far as the embankment erected by Engineer de Baer.

This led to Kay- -

The marsh lands were drained :

These cubbings in the
lake provided earth for the construction of the batteries Whlch were -
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(A granite slab on the sluice at the south end of the Lotus Pand
“bears his name, and the date on which the dam was completed.
___Hence the lake to this day bears the name of Beara-Ganga in the
. Binhalese).
- 'This embankment wag construeted to keep off the flood watery
--:'of the Lake from the Forb and extended from the Scuth Water-gate of
“the Fort, and alongside what is known as the Racquet Court, up to
the Lime Kiln, which stood somewhsere opposite the place now
~oceupied by the Sailors’ Home in Norris Road.
"-' What is now ealled Mess House Street (after the Coeylon Rlﬂe
- Mess House, still standing nest to the Commercial Coy’'s premises)
“wag the main and only street of Slave Island. Here slaves were
. disembarked and slave auctions held. It runs ab a right angle to
~the Dutch Road from the Fort wio the de Baer Embankmens. This
“road was called Compgne Vediya by the Sinbalese—ihe Street of
-the Duteh Hast India Company. ‘
" The approaches to the Fort by Colpetty led to the South
- Grate, which sbood near the present Officers’ Quarters, The Slave
"Island Road led into a Sally port and Water-gate which stood
-gomewhera betwseen the present Surveyor Genelal g Office and the
" ‘Barracks..
e Towards the North, the only approach to tha Fort was vie the
-Racquet Court to the Main Gate. The remains of this gate stand
_"nexb 5o tha Fort Police Station, formarly a Guard House.
;. A Water-gate, now b'ocked by the Customs Houss road, led
- mt‘.o the harbour, and may still be seen on the left off the bridge
eading to the Landing Jetty.
" The Galle Buck Gabe sbill stands entire bebween the Gordon
“Gardens and Queen's House grounds to the right of the Signal IMlag-
“stafi Battery. ' .
~ The approach to the Main Gate at the North was a narrow
nd torbuous one, commencing at a Guard Eouse which stood at
“the point where the Sea Beach Road braaches off opposite Lotus
“Pond.. It wound along the moab, past another Guard House (the
- remains of which are still to be seen), and then over a draw-bridge
nto the Main Gate. This draw-bridge was drawn up during the
- little rebellion of 1848, to prevent the Nabives gaining an entranca
into the Fort. Only a third part of the inner porbion of this gate
‘iz now standing. Inside this gate the passage was winding, and
narrower even than the roadway and draw-bridge.
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Another bridge over the Fort Canal had then to be crossed
hefore one arrived within the Hoxt proper, after which one arrived
at the point where Cargill’s Stores now stand.

The Batteries as well as the Moat and outworks bevond if,

continued along towards bhe South ag far as the road then known
as (lacis Road.

The Sally Port (3ate was on a steep incline, and scarcely high
enough for a man on horseback to ride through easily, This pas-
gago communieated with a bridge and wasg situated where the Fort
Railway Station stands at present.

Ologe to the Sally Port (fate was a Water Gatbe leading into
the Fort Canal. From thiz Water Gate up to Glacis Road ran an
underground powder magazine with a ventilabor in its centre. This
was known 28 Tiguers’s Monument. The story goes that the
Porbuguese traitor Figuera was bricked up alive within this, with a
loaf of bread and a bottle of wine placed in his hands. The powder
. magazine was approached by a fool-path, and by a fnot-hridge
built at a very acute angle over the waterway. This water way
connected the Liake with the Moat and the Fort Canal.

The old Cenal had two foot-bridges. The one opposite Cargiil'
gorner had besides the narrow footway on the North side, a carriage-
way on the South or York Street side of ib. This carriage-way was
bordered on both sides by Suriya trees. On the gide of Cargill’s
Pharmacy was a verandal along which there was a gallery. IHere
" Caffir women-slaves used o play selections of musie on brass band

instruments for the pleasurve of the Duteh inhabitants. Several of
the buildings in York Street and Tospital Street as well as & few in
Baillie and Chatham Strest are of Duteh construction and may be
easily rocognized by the quaint gables on their roofs. A carved
" granite slab containing the inseription ™ Door welt gevelt. Door recht
gestelt,” still appears over a deorway in Baillie Street corner, al-
though the original building in which it was placed has been rebuiit.
The building was suppesed to have besn one of those confiscated by
governor Vuyst during his reign of terror, and subsequently restored
toits rightful owner by his successor.

one eye and a green blind over the other, with the remark that

half an eye was sufficient to enable him to govern this insigni-

ficant little IslaJnd

Tt ig said of Vuyst that on
agsuring the governorship of the Island ke wore a monocle on
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The old Light Flouse {now used as a Signal Station) was at
one time a taller building than it is now. Tt contained an open
. cireul&r storey, above the existing second storey, which led into
““the Light Room above it. The old Guard House outside the
Fort is still standing at Galle Face. The Glacis Road had a high
embankment up to this point, so that there was only room for
a narrow roadway with an opening of 29 feet between the end
~+of Glacis Road and the Guard House.

Of the fortifications of the Dutch, those facing the sea only
have been rebained to the present day, and in gome instances
" gtrengbhened and improved. All the rest have disappearad to make
. room for buildings. The only exisbing relics on the land side are
‘the ruing of the old main gabe, the Guard House and its adjacent
“buildings, now utilized for the Police with improvements. Also
tobbering »emaing of a smaller Guarﬁ House soon likely to dig-
" appear altogether,

The Breakwater Babbtery, as it is now called, is at present a
. formidable one commanding the enbrance to the harbour at the root
“ef the southern arm of the Colombo Dreakwater, The two voads
~extending to the Hlagatatf or Signal Battery behind Queen’s House
-and past the British India Hotel to the Southern Battery bohind
.- the Mess House and Officers’ Quarters, give some idea of what the
"Forb of Colombo was like, before the demolition of the bmtterles
~around it.
_ From these three batheries were fired the salute of 21 guns on
Queen’s birthday, except on the oceasions when the Artillery and
“'Gun Tagears fired the salule from field pieces on the Msplawads,
which hag ginee hsen converfed into the Gordon Gardens. Here
. the troops, consisting of two English Regiments with the Ceylon
Rifle Regiment, iined the entire length of the batteries and fired a
fewde joie nlong the line and bacl, between every seventh gun fired by
the Artillery. The Governor, who was also Commander-in-Chief of
" the Horces, stobd with a brilliant and well appointed Statf, and alarge
- escort of mounted orderlies, which in Sir Hdward Baraes’ time con-
sisted of 100 men. The Capbain and Subalterns were lnglish, and
~the Subhadars and Jemadars Malay or Tamil, '

o When the old Queen’s House was boing renovated, there wera
found bullets imbeddsd within the walls. These were said to ba
‘the bullets which had been' discharged by the mutinous Malay
“goldiers, into Governor van Angelbeek 8 residence during the capi-
-tulation of Colombo to the British! And here reminiscences of old
Colombo must conclude. :

s [ Concluded ).
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SHEILA KAYE-SMITH—AN IMPRESSION.

One aspech of this writer's work may be summed up by
saying that her novels, like some modern verse,. d.ispla.y' ) ter.l-
dency to emphasis of realism, without, howeve{', carrying t.h1s
tendency beyond the bounds of artistic decorum and restraint.
That she does describe frankly the sexual relations of the men
and women who appear in her books cannot be denied, but she
writes of these in a spivit of seriousness, and _without the
crudity of a Michael Arlen. Her novels are, in their own way,

just such a sevies of voalistic studies as the longer narrative =

poems of John Masefield, and what was said of the po.et by \'_Ir.
Horace Shipp, in an article that appeared in the Euglish Review

tor June 1930, may with almost equal truth be said of her:.

* that he could always cub straight through the realistic surface
of life #@ reveal the beauby, terror, and pity which give ever-
lagting significance to it.”

Her world may seem painflﬂ hecause she accepts its actua-
lities unflinchingly, and portrays them withoub any attempt to

gloss over what may seem disconcerting to an older generation
with its comfortable theories of life, but ¢he cannot be convicted.

of flashing a cold and remorseless searchlight upon the pitijful
frailbies of men and women, even if she does write of them with
& cerbain measure of intellectual detachment. Hers is not the
ernel alootness of a Somerset Maugham, with his savage truth-

fulness of delineation, and his icy contempt for the heroic and -

the emotional, The detachrment with which she regards her
characters is not unsympathetic : " there is a glamour upon the
. human beings she chooses which fascinates her, and whﬁmh she
cannot resist . Hence her works possess the human inlerest
.which she herself insists upon as essential to a novel.

To those feminine readers of her novels who object to her
Jirect, uncompromising manner of writing, and to the discon-
cerbing outspokenness with which she reveals the Wealfnesses
of her own sex, particularly of those who appear to be guided by

o moral code of somewhat elastic nature, it has to be pointed

out that Sheila, Kaye-8mith, like many novelists of to-day, both

maseuline and feminine, is only exerciging her right as an artist. -

to show the truth of existence ag it appears to her. She does
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“not féel herself called upon to tone down the actions of her
~women characters in the manner of certain Victorian novelists,
- whoge heroines were required to follow standardized rules of con-
“-duet, any departure from which would not have been tolerated
‘either by the readers or the literary critics of the day. In this
. comnection one is inevitably reminded of the outery which
o greeted some of Chavlotte Bronte's novels when they first
appeared, considerably disturbing the equanimity of Mrs Grundy,
"-Did not one reviewer go so far as Go say that the wriler of Jane
w: Hyre, if a woman, deserved to forfeit the respect of her own sex ?
A similar attitude towards the novels of Sheila Kaye-Smith,
even if intelligible to the more sophisticated reader of to-day,
~would leave him merely amused, so far have we travelled from
the view-point of our Victorian predecessors.

R AR

e AT BER N e

CHRISTMAS DECORATIONS.
By TILTY VaX REES. ‘

(Translated from the Dutch by Dora Anthonisz | i
¢ Mrs. Denzil Koch). :

- It has become more and more the cusbomn in our land to
~decorate the home at Christmas, with Holly, and hang up Missletoe,
~The red and white berries look charming in our melancholy, rainy
ceountry, and do much to enliven and brighten the dark davs ab
Christmas. This decoration flourished in Ergland abd a parb of :
~Franee ( Brittany ), especially the Mistletoe, which, as one knows,
is. a parasite on other trees, especially on the oak—the sacred tree
-of the Druids, and on apple tress. The Mistletoe graws thers, just as
the well known Witeh-Hazel does with us. The Druids eut them
“once a year, with a golden scythe.

% The custom of hanging Mistletoe above a door, with the silent
agreement that the young man who happens to be under it with a
girl gives her a kiss, iz an enbirely English one.

'~ The Holly is used as wreaths or garlands round pictures and
mirrors, and is also arrangsd in vases. It is used as a table deco-

ration together with the well known Christmas Bells and lanterns.
The decorations besides the Holly are all red, This is the emblem

of the great glowing blocks of live coal on the hearth—the Yule
fogs,
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The Trench have something similarin their ** buches de Nodl,”
but where one formerly saw branches bound up with red tulle, &e.,
at the present time ons sees biscuibs and cake with chocolatbe icing,
some having the appearance of wooden bloeks., On the English
table, nover lacking are the crackers, like pistachios which buvel
with & crackling noise, and in which paper caps, hats, pinafores,
litble bits of toys and puzzles lie hidden. The outside of tha cracker
is preftily decorated with coloured paper Howers. Sprigs of Holly

on meny and name cards at the Christmas meal, a bouguet of Holly’

leaves with berries interspersed laid en the fable cloth, are all quite

hackneyed. Somebhing new are huge pockets of sugar plums, in

the shape of toadstools or, mushrooms, the handie or stem while,
and the toad stool red, with whibte specks, or again, miniabure fir
troes with a couple of candles and sugar plums provide something
new. The former ides is also earried out in green, buk is much less
effective than the other.

Lieaving the Holly and Mistletoe for Christmas decorations, leb
us go over to (lerman decorations. Ths adornment of the Chrisb-
mas fres is most charming here. In the lagt few years Lhere was
a strong tendency to have only white decorations instead of vari-
coloured ones. The free itself is white, usually sprinkled with
chalk, and only white candles are used. If it is lighted up by
olectricity, only white bulbs are wsed, and the shades are whibe or
ailvered. The effect ig very prelty. There is a strange peacefulness
emanating from that whiteness, in kesping with the sacredness of
tha feast which iz being celebrated. :

How is Christmas observed in Holland ? Before the war much
was dons by the two Queens, and in the Nerthern Palaca there were
three Christmas trees, one for the Court Cirele, one for the smaller

. officials and functionaries of the Royal House, and one. for the
ohildren of the sbables and others. In 1914 the Christmas feghival
wag nob celebrated, In some families, principally of German origin,
there is a Christmas free decorated each year, with gifts placed ab

the foob.of the tree, Bub it ig still principally in Orphanages and .

Hospitals that Christmas is celebrated. The nurses take a special
pride in decorating tbeir portion of the hall, and the effect is often
surprising. I remémber once visiting a huge hall in Guy’s Hospital
which was transformed into a winber garden. Before each bed
stocd an archway of green, studded witk orange ecoloured globes,
Where the Hospital itself stood, it was winter with no daylight
whatever., Tho'electric light was reflacted very tar and gave a fairy
like appearance to the dull surroundings. It veminded me of the
Sunuy South of the land, where the oranges and lemonsg grow.
In England, there is not one singls doctor or nurse helonging fo
any hospital, who would take a holiday at Christmas. Thess vaca-
tions they gladly sacrifice, stirred by sympabhy for their poor
patients,
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CEYLON AND HOLLAND.

I is very gratifying to see the interest that is heing manifested
by the people of Holland in our affairs. A vecent issne of “Neer-
landia’ contained an appreciative note en Mr. E. . VanderWall's
leeture on “The Contribution of the Dutch to the making of Ceylon”,

' f;m(‘i‘ we now find a somewhab lengthy reference to the same subject
.-in "Haarlem’s Daghlad”, The article iz so full of interest that we

think our readers will appreciate a full translation of if.

The Dutch in Ceylon.

How our language is asserting itself there.

We have recently received from Mr. E., H. VanderWall a pamphlet
written by himself which will interest our readsrs. Mr. VanderWall is a
Ceylonese who takes a pride in his Dutch descent, Ten years ago he paid
a visit to Europe and spent a few days in Holland, and it is from this date
that our relations with each other began, and to which I owe the reeeipt of
this pamphlet. ’

Coylon was originally a Dubch colony, and it must make our patriotic
heart glad, when we remember the reproaches of all sorts, mostly well-
founded, with which alas! our colonising ancestors are usually over.
whelmed, onee again bo hear a voice which speaks with gratitude and
appreciation. :
Mr. VanderWall is a member of the Duteh Burgher Union, a society

" confined exclusively to the descendants of the old Dutch cclonists, It pub-

lishes a journal which is devoted io the history of Ceylen, particulariy the
Duteh period, and in which Mr, VanderWall published an account of his
vigit to us at the time, -

The pamphlet that he has nowissued contains the taxt of a lecture deli-
vered by him twice in August last, in which he shows that the QCeylonese
culture is the work of the Duteh, The author sets out to refute the timse-

&

. worn opinion that the Dutch sacrificed the interests of the natives to the

profits of trade. By way of rebutting this view, he quotes an opinion

" expressed in 1689, according to which * the wise Dutch” write ten para-
._graphs regarding good government against one paragraph regarding trade.
It was an Englishman who said this, and the Hnglish have adopted the

Duteh methods as a model for their own Government, But the Dutch

- must be judged, remarks the author, by the spirit of the age in which their
. work in the Indies was performed.

N The authot lays special stress on the absence of race prejudice on the
part of the Dutch. They selected natives for the ministry and sent them
to Holland for study, and on their return these Ceylonese Ministers preached

- ot only to people of their own race but also to the European community,
- Of thege native ministers, the most renowned was Revd. Henricus Philipsz
" son of Lienege Philip Piilipsz Wijecoon Panditaratna, Maha Mudaliyar,

6
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Nat only in the Church but also in the Land Raad did the natives take
an equal place with the Europeans, and in a dispute between a Sinhalese
officer and a Dutchman, Governor Becker upheld the action of the former
and dismissed the latter.

The Dutch did much useful work in establishing schools, to which the
Ceylonese owe much of their development, The School and Church registers
provide genéalogical information from which Ceylonese families can trace
particulars regarding their origin and relationship. In 1723 there were I7
schools and a Seminary for native ministers, The Dutch also did much
pioneer work in agriculiure and in supplying the necessary means of irri-
gation, They encouraged Fice cultivation, planted waste land with coconut,
and introduced the cultivation of cacao and coffee. The following vegetables
are stiil known among the Sinhalese by their Dutch names ;—boontje,
peterselie, salade, salderi] and vetakolu {witte kool). The breeding of horses
in Ceylon is also of Dutch origin, ’

To the Dutch ig due the codification of the customary laws, which still
chow their relationship to our Roman Dutch law. They established orphan
chambers and a leper asylum; they set up the first printing press in 1736
and they introduced their architecture, which serves as a model up to the
present day,

Tn the realm of natural science Jeylon owes much to the Dutch. An
excellent series of coloured plates of Oeylon birds, prepared under the
direction of Governor Loten, was bequeathed by him in 1778 t6 the Dutch
Gociety of Sciences, Haarlem, In 1885 the collection was bought by Mr. P.
J. Van Houten, then Dirsctor of the Colonial Museum at Haarlem. No less
a person than the great Linnaeus has catalogued the Flora of Ceylon.

1t is noteworthy that the Duteh language still survives in many househeld
terms. The ceremonial at Sinhalese weddings, where a litile crown is
placed on the bride’s head, is called * Koronchi”. Also in Ceylen “ Car-
manaehi” (Karbonaadijes) is eaten, and “ meik pons " drunk, There are still
to be found among Ceylon sweets the following :—broeders, poffertjes, panne-
koeks, suikerbrood, wafels and Hzerkoekjes. Playing cards are still known

among the Sinhalese by the following names: haratha, roite, iscoppa,

kalabara, aasiya, heera, porova {vrouw) and buruva (boer). K

The following Dutch words still survive in the Binhalese language -
arthapal (aardappel), baas, balke, belek (biik, tin), budale (boedel), dasiya
(das), barnale (haarnaald) handskun, kabustokkua {kapstok), kalukun (kal-
koen), keikera (kijker, telescope), kerakoppua (kerkhof), korakatrekkua

(kurkstrekker), laachua (laadje), pathroon, pennemaspibiyva _{pennemes),

puspas, istoppua. (stoep), tapalakku (tafellaken}, pla (vla), vapena (wapen),
venkela (winkel), soldera (zolder), sura (zuar).. : ‘

A sure token indeed of the deep impression made by Duich sivilisation
on the peoples of this Indian island. i

H, G, CANNEGIETER,

-the hostess offers a flower-bouquet to the bride.
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NOTES AND QUERIES.

Wedding Customs in Holland: M. P. H. de Vrees of
Amsterdam’ writes as follows "My, James G Paulusz, one of the
members of the Hollandsche Burger Vereeniging (not Dutch Burgher

Union} has requosted me to write an article about courting, engage-
ment, and wedding in Holland.

To tell somebhing about courbing is very easy as this kind of
.sport mus.t be the game nearly everywhere. It is the never-speaking
-mnoon which has overlooked that material in'any way however, and

_this observer of all $hat tenderness cannot be fnterviewed.

The engagement of course requires the permission of the

_".parents of both parbies, and a family fostival i3 given when the engage-

ment-rings are exchanged, The engagement ring here has heen

a :@ade of entire flat gold without decoration, diamond, or jewel, This
- xing hag o be worn on the lefs ringfinger.

After thig first step follows the second, the wedding. \‘Nhen the

. date has been fixed, a cireular is gen$ to each member of the family

: and friends to give notiee of the intended marriage of Miss X, and
‘Mr. Y on a certain date.

FEvory wedding must be registered here by the government, and

'_: bhis takes place ab tkﬂm registration-olfice (townhall). After this
-rogigtration the intended pair go round by car to pay a visit to those

who have received their cirenlar. This visit ig of course short and

iler owet Tn return the
young couple invite their friends to come on the fixed reception-day
some days hefore the wedding-day. VY

© Pourbeen days after the registration-day the legal-wedding can

-take place, and alfer that the wedding in the church.

In the first place the authorities have to give their permit

; The 'bridegrcom must have done his compulsory army-service if
~tequired, and may nob be in arrears with regard to his income-tax
In bthis way deserbers ara debectiod and defaulters compelled to pay

Secondly, the parents’ consent ig vequired for any person under

30 years of age. When both the young persons are under 30 years
ot age, and th.e parents of one or hoth vefuse to give their permission
“and do nob sign fhe register, the young man can bring the matter

o the Courk.
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The Duteh law only takes account of legal reasons and nob of
diffsrences of religion, age or standing. In such a case the legal
wedding takes place with a permit from the Judge. ‘

When a bride iz under 16 years or the bridegroom under 18,
a permib of the * Crown ), king or queen, iz rgquired.

On the raception-day visitors have a look at the
presents ” lish, prepared by the young coup|e, and cross out whab
they intend to give.

On the wedding-day the bride and bridegroom go with their
two witnegses and also other members of the family to the mansion-
house and there the legal wedding bakes place.

Those who profess a religion have a second wedding in church
after the legal wedding. The engagement rings are then put on the
right hand.

When the two are “one’ a dinner is given to the relations
and friends, and after that the young couple go on a wedding-trip
or-sbay with the family and have a festival.

The six weeks after the wedding (honsy-moon) are named

withebroodsweken ”, this means ' white bread weeks”. When
these weeks are passed, the ' wedding-measles " comes on, that time,
shorter or longer, when little differences of opinion have to be
settled. The “ white bread” is away, and the *brown bread ', real
life, has to be aceepted. :
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In different parbs of the coantry theve are several special national

usages, bnt I am no folklorist, and T therefore only give a short

deseription of wedding customs in Amsterdam.”

“ government Christians " : The closer one investigabes
the history of the Duteh in Ceylon, the more one is'struck with
the fact that many of the statements made derogatory of the
Dutch, which have been admitted without question for many
vears, ave withont any solid foundation. Recently Mr, E. H.
Vander Wall proved conclusively that there iz no ground what-
ever for the ot't:repe&t-ed charge that in Dutch times a profession
of the reformed religion was @ condition precedent to the em.
ployment of natives. Butl there ia a farther chalge which
requires to be disposed of. M. J ohn Felguson in his book “Ceylon

in the Jubilee Year ™, p. 5. says 1 — “Mhe education of the peopls.

pecupled a good deal of official attention, as also their Christiani-

“ wanted
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zation through a sbaft of Duteh chaplains: but the system
: of requiring a profession of the Probestant religion before
- giving employment bo any natives speedily contirmed the native
" love of dissimulation, and created a nation of hypocrites, so that

the term ‘Government Christian,” or ‘ Buddhist Christian, is
. common in some districts of Ceylon to this day.”

_ It would be useful and interesting to trace thia charge o its
© source. The Rev. R. Spence Hardy in his “ Jubilee Meomorials of
- the qulq an Mission ™, p. 36 makes the following stafe-
- ment:-—" It is almost too well known to require record, that in
the earlier years of British rule, the natives were accustomed to
call themselves * Government Christians,” and ‘Buddhist Ohris-
tians".” He quotes no authority for hig sta,tement but Tennent
in hig ¢ Ghuqtl&mty in Ceylon,” p. 81, says:—" But we now
. come to a painful manifestation of the unsubstantial nature of
“all that had been tormerly done by the Dutch in the way of
Christian conversion among the natives of Ceylon ; evincing at
© the same time the deep and tenacions attachment of the Sinha-
lese to their own national superstitions. On the arrival of the
" British, both the Sinhalese and Tamils, accustomed as they had
‘been for nearly two centuries to system of religious compul-
~-sion, expected to find on the part of the new masbers a conti-
- nuance of the same rigour which had characteriged the eccle-
“glastical policy of the Dutch, TUnder this apprehengion they
" prepared themselves to conform implicitly to whatsoever form
of Christianity wmight be preseribed by the new Clovernment ;
“and not only did the number of nominal converts exhibit no -
immediate reduction on the change of rulers, but they were re-
‘ported in 1807 to have so far exceeded anything ever exhibited
by the Dufich, as to amount o no less than 342,000 Protestants,
exclusive of a still greater number who professed the Roman
. Catholic religion.” He adds in a footnote :—"* Buchanan, in his
~ visit to Ceylon in 1808, inquired of the boatman who brought
~him from Ramisseram, and was one of these * Government
- Christians,” what religion the Fnglish professed ? But he could
get no other reply than that “ they were neither of the Portu-
guese nor the Dulich religion.”

It will thus be seen that the term ' Government Christian”
-was not one assumed by the people themselves but was bes-



186 THE . JOURNAL 0fF THE

towed on them by Tennent, who in order to give colour to his
statement, adds that the boatman with whom Dr. Buchanan
conversed ' was one of these Government Christians.” Let-us
see what Dr. Buchanan himself says.
tempber, 1806, from Jaftnapatam, he says:—" ¥rom the Hindoo
Temple of Ramisseram, I crossed over tio Ceylon, keeping close
to Adam's Bridge. I was surprised to find that all the boatnqen
. were Christians of Ceylon, I asked the helmsman what religm'n
the English professed who now governed the island. He a:,ald
he could not tell, only that they were not of the Portuguese or
Dubich religion. I was not so much surprised ab his ignorance
afterwards, as I was at the time.” It will be observed that
there iz not ome word here about “ Government Christians,”
and yeb Tennent, on the supposed authority of Dr. Buchanamn,
has seen fit to make a statement which, to say the least, is not
justified by the facts. It may be that in some respects the
religious policy of the Dutch was not what it should have heen;
but there is no clear evidence to support the sweeping statement
made by 8 later writer that the Dutch system “ cres‘mte.d a
nation of hypoerites, so that the term. ' Governmet Christian’
or ' Buddhist Christian’ is common in some districts of Ceylon
to this day.”

-

Writing on 27th Sep-~
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NOTES OF EVENTS.

~ SUMMARY OF PROCEEDINGS OF THE COMMITTEE.

23rd August, 1932.—(1) Passed a vote of condolence on the

death of Rev. J. A. Spaar. (2) The President congratulated
- Mr. Kenneth de Kretser on his appointment as Depuby Director
~of Public Works, and Mr. . . Loos on his appointment as -
“‘Accountant, Medical Department. (3) Accepled the resignation
-of membership of Messrs. F. B, Vanderstraaten and Q. E.
_Albrecht. (4) Mr. H. H. Bartholomeusz was admitted as a
member of the Union. (5) The Assistant Treasurer was autho-
rised to interview the Income Tax Commissioner on the subject
" of Income Tax payable by the Union. ’

- 27th September 1932 —(1) Mr. H. M. VanderWall was admit-
-ted as & member of the Union. (2) A Committee was appointed
to make the necessary arrangements for 8t. Nicolaas Fete.
“{B) Tabled Mrs. F: B. Loos’ statement of accounts in connection
: with the Variety Entertainment, showing a profit of Rs. 254.
“A hearty vote of thanks to Mra TLoos was passed. {4} The
- appointment of.a whole time collector was sanctioned. (5) The
“Honorary Secretary reported that the Sweepstake held on the
- Governor’s Cup Race had resulted in a profit to the Union of
“Rs. 197777,

26th Ociober, 1932.—(1) A vote of condolence on the deaths

of Dr. H. A. VanDort and Mrs. W. O. Bdema was passed. {2)
Resolved that from 1st January, 19383, the clerk’s salary should
<be on an incremental scale, rising from Rs. 600 to Rs. 720 by
-annual increments of Re 60. (3) Resolved (a) that applications
~from the Comrades for thie use of the Union Hall be made to
“"the Honorary Secretary, whowas empowered to use his discretion’
in granting or with-holding permission ; that permission to a8e
“:the Hall on 26th November be granted on payment of Rs. 10 in
advance on account fans, lights, and late foe to servants (¢) that
whenever required, a-supply of aevated waters he given to the
Comrades, provided a deposit of RBs. 10 is made in advance to
cover cost, breakages, ete. (4) Read report of §t. Nicolaas Fotie
Sub-Committee recommending that the usual Fete should not
be held in Decembeor, but that in view of the 256h Anniversary
of the Union on 18th January, 1983, the Commities should con-
centrate on a Fancy Dress Party for children on that day, and
that advantage should be taken of the occasion for carrying out
propaganda work with a view to increasing the membership.
An amendment by My. R. L. Brohier that the Fete should be
held as wsual on 5th December was lost and the Sub-Commitiee’s
récommendation was adopted. It was further resolved that the
celebration should be inaugurated on 14th January, with an
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exhibition of the historical remains of the Dutch period (furni-

ture, picbures, coins, books, etec.) and conclude with a dinner on
2%]1l January, The following Sub-Committees were appointed :—

bition :—Mr. 1. B. Blazé, Chairman, Miss Grace Vane«

dort,E mthb tR [, Spittel, Messrs. B. H. VanderWall, J. H. Od:
Paulusz and A, N. Weinman, with Messrs. R T.. Brohier an
J. B. Toussaint as Joint Secretaries. .

Dinner—Col. A. C. B. Jonklaas, Messrs. R. 8. V. Poulier,

P. C. W. Vangeyzel, A, N. Woinman, and My, J. G. Paolusz ag - -

Secretary. _ .

(5) Miss Beatrice Wille - was admitbed as a member,
(6) Sanctioned the use of the Hall for roller skating.

29nd  November, 1982.—(1) Besqlved that an o_ffer should
be made to Dr. J. R. Blazé, who had accepted liability for the

money misappropriated by the late clerk, that if he made good -

the close of 1933, the balance WOL}Id he waived ;
. ﬁf&tlilgggallgents remitted by him from time to 131','[116- gshould b_e
" allowed to accumulate until they totalled Rs. 475 86,'1:-]1@ equi-
valent of the Beling Memorial Fund; and that the Umon skllopld
pay Rs. 5 a month as interest t_here.on_ to be used for prowdmlg
a Burgher child with an education in Art .(2) The Honorary
Qecretary reported that one of the rooms of the Club‘ had heen
let at o monthly rental of Rs. 20, and that 'he had quoteq Rs. 15
a month as rent for the other. {3) In vxewlof the represenﬁa-
tione made by the Building Committee rlegardmg damage to _the
building, it was resolved that voller Skatmg be stopped, apd that
the possibility ol providing a _conpret-e floor in the ga,rden_ge
investigated, as also the opening of a %aﬁe th. the . back. of 11, ?
~premiges as an outlet for cars. {4) The resignation of Dr. F,
CGrenier was accepted with x‘egret._ {51 Resolvf:d ’qlmt t‘he Honq-_
rary Treasurer of the Bocial Service E_‘und he, 1nv1t-ed_ _to gubm1t
monthly accounts which should be incorporated with the ac-
counts of the Union. -
Siudents’ Concert.—A Students’ Concert, organized by
Miss Grace Van Dort and Miss Gladys Leembruggen, took pl&pe
at the Union Hall on Thursday, 8rd November, 1932. There
was a large gathering preseni.}, and the youthful performers
acquitted themselves very creditably. . . .
Fancy Bazaar.—A Fancy Bazaar in aid of Social Service
Funds was held in the Union Hall on Saturday, 26th November,

1932, Lady Schneider, before declaring the Bazaar open, ex- -

ined ject with whi it w rished 1t all
1 d the object with which it was held, .?‘I.ld wishe
Eu%?eis. A brisk sale soon followed, and by nightfall the stalls

had practically been denuded of their contents. Great credif is

due to Mrs. Gerald Mack and her Committee who were respon-
sible for organising the Bazaar.
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_ The following is a list of the stall-holders :—

7" General : Mrs. W. G, Mack, Mrs. A. N. Weinman, Mrs, F. C. W.
© Vangeyzel, Mrs. Bric Swan, and Mrs. ¢. C. Schokman,

" Poys : Mrs. T. D, Mack and Mrs. ¥. E. Loos,

“Refreshments : Mrs. F. Foenander, Mrs. J. R. Toussaint, and Mrs.
H. de Hoedt ’

" Vegetables and Pickles :
_ Yanderstraaten.

" White Elephant : Mrs. H, K. de Kretser.

“Tea : Mrs. Rosslyn Koch,

L Furniture and Ohristmas Cards : Miss Gladys Leembruggen.

“Tidghining Bcirga,ins : Mr, Gerald Mack, Miss Van Langenberg, and
' Miss Tim Swan.

- Duek Pond : Mr. F, B, Loos and Mr. A. C. Meier. '
Shooting. Gallery ; Mr. A. 0. B. Jonklaas and Mr, W, W. Beling.
- Fortune Telling : Mr, Percy Swan. '
Ringing the Botile: Mr, John Martin and Mr.
_ straaten. : _
" Hoop La : Mr, Vernon Mack and Mr. f. B, S. de Kretger,

sz : Miss Ray Blaze.

. Lectare: Mr Conrad Felsinger delivered an interesting

" leeture on “ Bird Watching *" at the Union Hall on 4th Novem-
ber. Dr. R, L. Spittel presided, and at the conclusion of the

- lecture comments were offered by Mr. €. Arndt, Mr. . Brohier,

~and Professor Hill, "

. New Year's Dance : This annual event took place on.38lgt
. December and was voted an unqualitied success.

. Obitgary : We regret to record the death on 28th December
.of My, M. 8. Christoffelsz, District Engineer, while on a holiday
“in Fngland., Although Mr. Christoffelsz was throughout his
~gervice stationed out of Colombo, he yet evinced a warm interest
“irr the Union, and was a regular subscriber to the Journal as
well as a stirong supporter of the Social Service Fund, - His death
is a real loss to the Union.
w~ - Another loss which we have to deplore is that of Mr. Cyril
Foenander, whose death occurred on 31st December. ” My, Foe-
nander wag for many years a -member of the Committee, and
when failing health compelled him to give up his active con-
tiection with the Union, he continued to support the Journal,
which he felt was playing axn important part in the work of the
Union, ° ‘

Mrys. H. U. Leembruggen and Mrs. E. A,

Alex, Vander-



140 THE JOUBRNAL OF THE

EDITORIAL NOTES.

Notices of Births, Marviages and Deaths.—Members of the Union are
entitled, fres of charge, to the insertion of notices of domestic CCUrrences.
These nofices must be restricted to a bare statement of the name or names,
piace, and date of cccurrence, and. must be sent to the Honorary Secretary
of the Dutch Burgher Union. :

Standing Commities for Ethical and Literavy Purposes.—The attention
of members is invited to the need for co-operation in carrying out the -
object laid down in sub-section (f) of Rule 2 of the Constituition, Any
suggestions on this subject are to be addressed to the Honorary Secretary
of the Committes for Literary Purposes, Mr. 5. ®. Blazé, Arthur's Place,
Bambalapitiya.

The Journal will be jssued at the end of every quarter, post free, to sach
member of the Union who pays a subseription of R, 5/~ per annum towards
its cost of publication. Literary and other contributions are invited and
should be sent to Mr. J. R. Toussaint, ‘“Muzesk”, Clifford Place, Bambala-
pitiya, to whom also all remittances on aceount of the Journal shounld be
made.

Changes of Address.— Al ehhanges of address (especially within the
iast ithree years) shontd be notified wiihout delay io the Homorary
Secretary of the Uniom, Dutch Burgher Uniom Hall, Reid Avenue,
Colombo, or to the Honmorary Treasurer of ¢he Uniom - This will
ensisre the safe receipt by members of all npotices, iavitations,
reports, ete. ’

Remittances.—Remittanées, whether of subseriptions duo to the Union
or contributions for special objects, must be made to the Honorary 'reasurer
of the Union, Mr. Gerald Mack, Nikape, Dehiwela, and not to thé
Hony. Secretary.

Remittances on the account of the Social Service Fund must be made
to Mr. Wace de Niese, Bambalapitiva, the Hony. Treasurer of the.
Standing Commitiee for purposes of Social Bervice.

Dutch Burgher Union of Ceylon Buildings Co,, Ltd.—All communica~ -
tions should be addressed to G. H.Gratiaen, Esq., Secretary of the Companyy
D. B, U. Hall, Reid Avenue, Colombo. ' ‘
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