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THE HONOURABLE FREDERIC NORTH,
GOVERNOR OF CEYLON.

The Novths are an old English family swith a remarkable
record in Hnglish histery. The first of the family to be en.
nobled was Hdward North, a prominent lawyer, who in 1554
was crented Baron North of Kirtling in Cambridgeshire. His
second son (the first son succeeded to the title) wns Sir Thomas
North, who was knighted by Queen Blizabeth three years after
the Spanish Armada, and who is famous in English liteeatuve
by his teanslation of Plutarch’s Lives. It was this translation
which Shakespeatre used so freely in writing his Boman plays,
The fourth Baron, Dudiey, had fourteen children, of whom
the third, I'vancis, rose to great eminence as a lawyer and as o
judge, and wag created Bavon Guilford in 1683, TIlis yvounger
brothers were also distingnished. Dudley was a Tarkey mer-
chant and lived for a time in Constantinople. He was also o
Sheriff of London, Member of Parliament, and & noted writer on
Economies; he too was knighted. John was Master of Trinity
College, Cambridge. The youngest brother, Roger, was a highly
successtful lawyer, bub when William of Orange became King of
England in 1689, he vefused Lo take the oath of allegiance, and
retired o his estate in Norfolk where he wrote the lives of the
Norths, One of his descendanls was Marvianne Norlh, a well-
known painter of flowers who died so recently as 1890.

The barony of Guilford was rvaised to an earldom in 1752,
and the second Harl of Guiiford, who was also the eighth Lord
North, was the famous Prime Minister of George T1T from 1770 to
1782, He was the Lord North who is, rightly or wrongly, held
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responsible for the American War of Independence in which the
American colonies broke away from the mother-country and
created the United Séates of America. He succeeded to the
Farldom of Guilford in 1790 and died two years later. Two of
his sons were successively Barls of Guilford, and neither of' theng
left sons of their own. Thus it happened that the Prime Mihis-
ter's youngest son, Frederic, became fifth Earl of Guilford.
That was in 1817, but before that Frederic North came to Ceylon
as Governm in 1798,

1t was from a family of such dlstmctlon ‘that the Sub]ect
of our sketch came, as the firvst Civil Governor of Ceylen
under British rule. He was- young in vyears at the time, but
even as a boy he would have had intimate knowledge of -the
social and political activities of those troublous times, and his
father’'s high position would have brought him into association
with such men as Burke, Fox, and the younger Pitt. The twenty
years before his arrvival in Ceylon were years of great events.
The American Colonies had hecome an independent republic;
the Revolution had entered upon its stormy career in France;
the military genius of Napoleon had brought him into a position
" of authority, with Nelson defying him on the sea ; Warren Has-
bings was establishing British supremacy in India; and William
Pitt the younger had hegun his brilliant administration as
Prime Minister, * the pilot that weathered the storm " which
raged more fiercely againsy Britain than against her Allies.
Other great names and great movements made those twenty
years a perviod of special importance. The Age of Reason did
not come to an end with the death of David Hume in 1776, or
when Voltaire and Roussean died in 1778, for Tom Paine carvied
on their work in France. On the side of l'eligion, John Wesley
was now an old man (he was born in 1703), but active to the end
in his efforts to consolidate and extend the remarkable work he
had begun at a time when religious experience was all bnt dead.
John Howard laboured during these years fbr the reform of pri-
sons and prison life, while William Wilbertorce and Thomas
Clarkson championed the cause of slaves. The names of Samusl
Johnson, Goldsmith, Swift, Cowper, and Gibhbon give that period
of English literature a special significance. 0ddly enough, in
spite of wars and rebellions, the trade of Britain all those years
outstripped itis rivals both in extent and in value,
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Frederic North was edacated at Ebton and Christ Church.

" The Prime Minister, his father, was also an Oxford mamn, though
" the Norths of earlier years were of Cambridge University. It

was doubtless at Oxtord that our Governor's-classical studies led
him to a lifelong interest in Greece and the Greek language.
This interest was o passion with him. He was known as a
“ Philhellene ", and a biographical sketch of him is ineluded in

. the series, ** Some English Philhellenes ', issued by the Anglo-

Hellenic League in 1919, For a yvear he actually lived in. Ithaca
as & Greek, and he was received inte the Ovthodox Church in
1791. “In addition to his knowledge of the classical languages *,
quotes My. J. P. Lewis, " he conversed with great skill, eage, and
elegance in French, German, Bpanish, Italian, and modemn

Greek, and read the Slavonic idioms”. Socially, he was an

acknowledged success, Sir Gilbert Elliott, who met him in 1788,
described him as “ the invalid who is the only pleagant son of
the family . The Queen of the Two Bicilies wrote to Lady
Hamilton: T find Mr. North very amiable and agreeable in
society. T like My. North in the evening for social amenibies and
chat''. Paoli, the Corsican patriot, said of him: " he is easy of
access-—loves justice and the King's honour ™

Corsica was held by the British from June 1794 to August
1796 during the war against France, when the genius of the
young Corsican Officer of artillery, Napoleon, was leading France
to victory in Burope. North was at Civita Vecchia, on the west
coast of Tkaly, in August 1795, and on the Lith of the month he
sailed to Corsica bto be Secretary to the British viceroy, Sir Gil-
hert Elliotk, When the island was restored to the French in the
next year, Norvth left it, taking with him one of the assistants in
his office, Antony Bertolacci, a young Corsican, whom he after-

 wards brought over to Ceylon as “ Secretary for French corres-

pondence ”

North was formally appointed Governor of Ceylon by a

‘Commission dated 15th April 1798, but he left England much

earler, on the Ist February 1798, arriving at Bombay on the
4th June. Here he was delayed till his Commission was received
from England, and during the interval he took the opportunity
of visiting the Elephanta caves near Bombay. It was not till
the 1st Octiober that he was able to leave Bombay for Colombo,



42 THE JOURNAT OF THE

where he arrived on the 12th October. He was our first Civil

Governor under the British, succesding the Military Governors
who administered the Government from the 16th Februaty
1796 ; and he was only thirty-two years old when this responsi-
ble duty was entrusted to him. :

On the voyage ont from England to Bombay he was
apparently accompanied by Hugh Cleghorn, who had béen
appointed Secretary (what we should now call Chief Secretaxry)
to the Ceylon Government, and to whose compact, two years
earlier, with Count de Meuvon the easy conquest of Ceylon was
due. At Bombay, North sent Cleghorn te Madras to collect
information about the methods employed by the Madras Govern-
ment in the administration of affairs in Ceiilon, and when North
arrived in Ceylon Cleghorn supplied him with an exhaustive
report. :

It must be remembered that Ceylon was still under the con-
trol of the British Rast India Company in Madras, by whom,
and at whose cost, the expedition of 1796 war undertaken
against the Dutieh in Ceylon; it was not governed directly by
the Crown. In its haste to compensate itself as speedily asg pos-
sible for the expense incurred, the Madras Government had

badly mismanaged Ceylon affairs, and steps were being taken to.

bring Ceylon under the direct control of the Crowrn. Such pro-
ceedings were not likely to please the Madras officials, with
many of whom Cleghorn had long been infimate. Lord Hobart,
the Governor of Madras, was o close friend, and so was Colonel
Steunrt, commander of the troops when Ceylon was taken, The
“ Madras faction " were at bitber war with Governor North, and
Cleghorn, owing to his personal friendship with them, came
under suspicion. The editor of Cleghorn’s Diary accuses North
of being ** vain, irascible, uncertain, suspicious”. If that were
8o, one can understand his new dislike ¥ of Cleghorn. Toa
suspicious and self-centred man, every action, however innogent,
of even a suspected {riend, is franslated info an offence. Cleg-
horn may have been loyal tio his chief, yet reserving his rvight to
personal intercourse with his friends of the opposition, and his
vight to freedom of action within the limits of official loyalty.
On the other hand, North charged him with having written
“reams of paper to Dundas ” against North, to have ' publicly
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abused the Governor, and generally to have behaved like a
*madman’.” The Governor’s antipathy increased with his sus-
picions and probably with Cleghorn’s conduct, and in December
1799 he suspended Cleghorn from Office. In January 1800
Cleghorn resigned, and on the 8rd Februatry sailed for England.
“I'can now breathe”, wrote North; and again: * Heaven be
praised, the Preston with Cleghorn has weighed anchor from
this place ™. o

Though North found the Island * in most perfect tranquil-
lity " on his arrival in 1798 there were elements of unrest which
were soon to bring trouble. The Kandyan Kingdom, lavger in
extent than the maritime possessions®of the British, and shut
out from them by pathless jungles and thickly-wooded moun-
tains, had factions and troubles of its own; and wir with the
British was not far distant. Yn British territory, besides the
prospect of transfer from the Madras Company to the Crown,
there was the ever-present possibility that the Island would be
restored to the Dutch when the War between Britain and
France was brought to an end.

Colomibo was naturally the centre of British interests and
aclivities. Cordiner, who had access fio all official records, and
has been proved trustworthy in these matter:, estimates the
population of Colombo at over 50,000. Roughly, the English
lived in the Fort, the Dutch and Portuguese in the Pettah, and
the Sinhaless in the suburbs, “ The immense Colony of Hure-
peans which My, North found at Columbo > consisted of about
120 British and 300 other Europeans of both sexes, but the two
clagges were apparently not on familiar terms. “ The Dutch
inhabitants iIn Ceylon are about nine hundred in number, and,
excepting a few families are reduced to circumstances of great
indigence : but by rigid and meritorious economy, and some of
the lesser labours of industry, they maintain an appearance, in
the eyes of the world, sometimes affluent and gay, always decent
and respectable ’. Cordiner mentions also some 5,000 Portu-
guese, completely degenerated’’, to whom, he oddly alleges, the
Dutich gave “ all the privileges of citizens, under the denomina-
tion of burghers”. Here we cone upon one of those nice
derangement of epitaphs into which the writers of that period
were liable to lapse.
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The milibary forces consisbed usually of a British regime_nﬁ,' a
regiment of Sepoys or Malays, a company of arfillery, with gun
lagcars, and a small corps of native pioneers. A regiment of 700
Kaffirs had been recently added. It is worth noting that the 51at
Regiment, which was shationed in Ceylon 1800-07, and which took
part in the Kandyan war, was known as North's regiment,

The annual revenus of the Island, ineluding the average gain

from pearl fisheries, was about £226,600, while the expenditure was

over £330,000, Thdugh this revenue was ' much greater now than
under the Dutch administration ™, it was clearly insufficient for the
expenses incurred. Coffes is included among the exports from
Ceylon, other exports being cinnamon, arecanuts, cardamons, pepper,
coir, and timber. -

Till 1802, when a Suprems Court of Judicature was established
with Sir Bdmund Carrington as its first Chief, North was practi-
cally Chief Justice as well as Goverhor. He presided in the Supréme
Court in Colomho, and held similar courts in other parts of the
Island. There were subordinate courts in Colombo : the Provineial
Court, " held in the environs’, where the disputes were mainly
about land ; the eourt of Jusbices of the Peace, held in the Fort;
and the court of the Bitting Mugistrate, held in the Pettah. Over
all these there ‘was a High Court of Appeal. The courts were
crowded daily, and suitors were frequently satisfied even when their
guity were dismissed as frivolous.

Such, in rough outline, was the Ceylon to whiech North came
in 1798. ﬂe broughk out with him several young men, ons of whom
was Anthony Bertolacel the Corsican, who has been already
mentioned. Another was William Boyd, who was North’s Private
Secretary, and who acted as Secrefary to the Government when
Cleghorn was suspended. A third was Josepk Joinville, or Jon-
ville, whose knowledge in regard to the cultivation of plants-as a
source of revenue led fo his appointment as Superintendent of
Cinnamon Planbations. A fourth was Jeorge Lusignan, one. of
" threo boys of 13 " brought out by North., Tusignan was Agent
of Revenue at the age of eighteen, and his early indiscretions neaily
ended in his dismissal by Sir Thomas Maitland, North's successor ag
Governor, There were others, and to those to whom Worth shewed
favour must be added the Rev. James Cordiner whom he met &b
Madras in April 1799, when on a visit to that setflement.

T See Mr. J.‘,R. Toussaint’s ' Annals of the Ceylon Civil Service ™,
where full particulars are given.
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Cordiner gives us a glimpse of the diseordant relations between
the two Governments, - * Ceylon is spolken of at Madras with great
disrespact, loocked down npon as & very inferior field of employment,
and represented to strangers in the most unfavourable light, Ever

. sinee it was withdrawn by his Majesty from under the control of

the Bagt India Company, their servants have beheld it with jealous
eves. A mnative of Madras, who visited Columbe in g literary capa-
city, and was styled by Mr, North his poet-laureat, said, there
were three things for which Ceylon was remarkable—poverty, per-
jury, and adultery., Among the various names by which if was

.dewignated, he said, on account of the quantity of copper eoin which

is used in it, it might be ealled the copper island . And this from
Madras ! _

North returned to Colombo from Madras on the 11th Septem-
ber 1799, and ten daye later gave Cordiner, whom he had appoins-
ed Principal of the schools in the Island, instructions-to open out
three schools in Colombo, and these were at once established.
BEducation was a matter in which North ook a special interest,
and, as will be seen later, a continued interest. He revived as far
as he could the system established by the Duteh, which the
military governors had neglected until it censed to exist, Like the
Duteh he required that religion and edueation should go together.
In a bold Proclamation dated 1st December 1799 he declared:—
“We...... do inform all native headmen, sehoolmasters; and inhabi-
tants within the jurisdietion of Columbo, that it is our earnest desire
that the Christian religion should be continuned and propagated as -
much as possible, and therefore do order all the afore-mentioned
peraons bo assish, every one in their offices and situations, in order
that the Christian religion, which has been planted with so much
labour on this island, may be cultivated, to the glory of God, and
for the salvation of immortal souls. The schoolmasters are most
seriously ordered to fulfil their duties, the native headmen to afford
the necessary assistance to the schoolmasters, and the inhabitants
to send their children $o sechool, to tha glory of our most beloved
Bavionr, and to spread forth his kingdom .

Those, virtuous critiecs who are continunally girding- at the
Dutch for their alleged use of compulsion in making Christians
ought not to lose sight of this Proclamation by a British Governor.

On the 21at June 1800 North set ouf on a long tour of Ceylon,
returning to Colombo on the 4th January 1801. A detailed
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account of this bour is given in Cordiner's ** Description . - The
Governor had a number of officialg with him, and an escorb of sizby
men of the Malay regiment, with twenty pioneers, “ The party
_was accompanied by ene hundred and sixty pelanquin bearers, four
hundred coolies, or persons for carrying baggage, two elephants, six
horses, and fifty lascars taking charge of four large tents. TUnques-
tionably, * our style of travelling was that of a moving eamp .
Temporary bungalows, well furnished and decorabed, were pub.up
to nscommodate the party when accommodation was nof available
ab resthouses. The whole road from Colombo o Galle was _1j'ned-
on each gide with a “ eurtain " "of coconut leaves hung on strings.
¥rom Colombo to Moratuwa, by river to Panadura, then to Kalu-
tara and to Bentota, where oysters were had " of the samé_fofm a8
those which are common in England . Ambalangoda, Hikkaduwa,
and then Galle. Here a leves, divine service the next day, and

four days of & Supreme Court sessions. The prevalence of elephan-.

tiasis, or the Cochin leg, is noted, also the difference in taste as
regards houses betwaen the Hellanders and the English: the former
baild on low ground near a stagnant pool, the latter * rear their
villag on the summits of cleared eminences, where refreshing gales
allay the fervour of the torrid zone, and the eyes are delighted with
the rich prospects and perpetual verdure which adorn this delicious
Island ',

Near Weligama, a road branching off to the right leu to the
Buddhist Templs of Agrabuddbaganni; and not far from it was'the
atatue of Crusta er Coutta Rejah, whom we know as Kusba Raja.
Little is said of Matara, but a good deal about Dondra and ifs
temples, and mora about Adam’s Brecht or Berg. Reburning to
Matars, it is diseovered that * the art of husbandry begins to revive
in these territories ', as the Duteh discouraged the cultivation of
rice in Ceylon to favour the sale of Batavian rice. An elephant
hant near Tangalla provided an agreeable sebsation till “on the
80th of August, 1800, aided by the light of the moon, and accom-
panied by a party of eight gentlomen ”, His IExeellonoy embarked
at Tangalla to go on to Batticaloa by sea, On the 19th September
the party were at Trincomalie. ‘' But nobwithstanding the advan-
tages attached to its local situation, Trineomalee hag been treated
with more marked neglect than any other of the Dutoh settlements
in Caylon. The soil is natueally arid, the air somaetimes noxious,
and the colonists from Hollaud neither studied to increage the
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fertility of the one nor the salubrity of the other. The jealous
poliey of their government declined the visits of strangers, and kept
the country in its original barrenness, that the eonvenience of the
harbour, obscured by the appearance of an ungrateful climate,
might be  less apt fio atlract the atfenfion of a rival power.”
Governot North was so pleased with the air and secenery of Trin-
comalia that he *' termed his villa there the Montpelier of Indin ",

At the resthouse of Couchavelly the news came of an un-
succpssful attempt on the life of King George ITI. His Majesby’s
health was drunk " with econvivial honours, and My, Farrell, a
singer of very superior gxcellénce, favoured us with ‘God save
the King’, including the new lines added on the occasion by
Mr. Sheridan. All present joined:in the chorus.”

The Vanni was next visited, Mantota, Aripu, Mannar, and at
length Jaifna, where Colonel Barbut welcomed them. Hoere the
Governor pald a visit of eeremony tc the Prince Muttuswamy, who
had eseaped from Kandy on the death of the reigning King. But
an English expedition to Hgypt wag being fitbed oub, and the
Grovernor went back to Trincomialie on this business.” Thence he
went by sea to Galle, and from Galle by land to Colombo where
he arrived on tha 4bh January 1801.

Here may fitly be added the whole-hearted tribute to
North's character and attainments which Cordiner pays his
patron:

“The four was extremely pleasant, and full of variety ;and
every scena which presented itself derived a superior embellishment
from tha socisty of our beloved Governor. We werae often a family
of thirbeen persons, and all reverenced him as a father. Indeed,
I believe, it is impossible anywhere to meet with a more delightful
or a more: instructive companion: in him, the most perfect
clagsical education is adorned with a great nabtural taste, and
eleganes of expression. The longer and the more intimately
be is known, he appears the more amiable, and displays the
groater eradibion. His presence infuses gladness into our hearts,
and brightens every countenance around him; even when
he iz absent from us only for a day, clouds seem to ohscure
the spot where we are stationed, and we feel a want in
overy imnosent enjoymenti. In no character were ever useful
and endearing qualities more happily blended: in no mind
was ever lodged a richer fund of intellectual treasure, or a happier

2
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manner of rendering it entertaining to others, In acquiring a
knowledge of languages, he possesses a most uncommon facility :
French, Italian, Duteh, Spanish, Porfuguese, Pergian, La.t.in,
ancient and modern Groeek, he speaks with the same fluency ag “hig
native tongue. It has long been his delight to tread on clagsic
ground : few travellers can boast of his industry or perteverarice.
He has qnio'yed the luxury of reading Virgit in Italy, Don Quixote
in Spain, and Homer in the island of Ithaca. In the perusal of
books, he has a wonderful quickness of porception; he can read
volumes in a day, which many persons could not in a week, and,
ab the game time, he can give a perfect account of their contents.
What has been srid of the father may, with egual justice, 'o:p said
of the gon, that ' it doed not fall to the lot of many in a century to
possess the abilities and good dispositions of a NORTE'., Such a
man appears bub seldom, and his value is justly appreciated by
those whom he governs. He is a signal blessing to Ceylon, and
were be to rule for ever, the mhab\banhs wounld have great cause to
rejoice”.

The uncerbainty about the future government of Oeylon
was now about to end. It was not likely that the Island would
be restored to the Dubeh, and by October 1801 1t was understood
that so far as Madras was concerned “ Ceylon was 1o become
entirely a king's government, and that tho servants of the Hast
India Company doing duty here were to be vemoved to their
former stations in the Peninsula.” Three months later, In
January 1802, the preliminaries of peace between Britain and
France were agreed upon, and on the 20th of that month North
was installed by a new Charter as Governor of Ceylon, entirely
independent of the Kast India Company. By the peace of
Amiens in March 1802 Ceylon was ' ceded to His Bt'itzm'nic
Majesty in perpetual sovereignty,” ¢

The Governor was already involved in trouble mth trhe
Kandyans who continued to maintain their independence in the
hill country, Three months before North’s arrival in Ceylon
the reigning King of Kandy died, and his First Adigar, Pilame
Talanwa, indaced the Kandyan Chiefs to accept as their new
King, Kannesami, a nephew of one of the late King's wives.
Kannesami took the title of Sri Vikrama Raja Sinha, but he
was intended o be only a puppet king till Pilame Talauwa
found a way to raise himself to the fhrone. The rightfui heiy
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was Mnttusami, the brother of the Queen, who escaped to
Colombo, whence he was sent to Jaffna to the care of Colonel
Barbut. ]

It is needless torecount here the laboured negotiations between
North and Pilame Talauws which were destined to end in open’
Pilama Talauwa is deseribed by Cordiner as ambitious and ubterly
unserupulous, and in this estimate of his character ofhet writers of
the period agree. Ambition is nob, however, an unpardonable

-offence, and the desire to keep one's eountry independent of foreign
. tule would everywhere ba regarded as ab least natural and praise-

worthy. Aind when a small and comparatively weak nation struggles
for its independence againsh a strong rival, “ orienta! diplomaoy ”
and unscrupulous méethods, however we may denounce them asg
wicked; are only fo be expected.”

North, again, has been blamed for weakness and shortsighted-
negs. Had he lived in later times he wight doubtless have acted
with morve firmness and wisdom. But practically, the Kandyan
eountry was still an unknown country in North's time, and the

‘Kandyan people were little understood, and not held in much regard

by the Buropean invader, DBoth parties misjudged the character,
strengbh, and rescurces of each other.

~ Not till 1808 did the continual intrigues and aonfeiences end in
the proclamation of war and the despateh of an expedition to Kandy.

" On the evening of the 31st January 1808 General Macdowall set ont

from Colombo, with two companies of artillery and gun lasears, two
companies of the 19th vegiment, 6256 men of the 518t regiment, 1000
native infantry, a company of Malays, and a smwall corps of pioneers.
“ Qolombo was almost quite drained of troops”, and a corps of militia
was organized for ite defence. On the 20th February he was joined
near Kandy by Colone!l Barbut who had marched with 2 detach-
ment from Trincomalee, and on the morning of the 21st the
Britigh forces entered the highland capital to find it deserted
and partially in flames. The king and his ministers had fled to
Hanguranketa, two days march from Kandy. Prince Muttu-
gami was brought over and proclaimed king. A conference held
on the 28th March resalted in an agreement, and fighting was
to cease, and on the 1lst April Macdowall left Kandy, Barbut
remaining with a small force. Anxious to secure peace, North
met Pilame Talauwa at Dambadeniya on the 8rd May to confirm
the treaty, and narcowly escaped being carried off as o prisonsr;
the unexpected appearance of Barbut saved him.
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The remainder of tha story is well known : Barbut's death and
Major Davie's sticesssion to the command in Kandy ; the surrender
of Mojtusami; the massacre on the river bank ab Watapuluwa;
Dayvie’s long imprisonment and death. North has been blamed. for
making no effort fio sacure Davie’s release, and he has been charged
with making Davie s scapegoat for his own mistakes. There is
somebhing to be 5aid on both sides of this question, but it has fo
be remembered that these tbings happened at the very beginning
of the British oceupation of Ceylon. .

North left Ceylon in 1805 after a term 01‘ seven yvears. For
the next eight years he lived in Italy and Greece, and aftér two
years’ residence in England he was sent by the British Govern-
ment on & mission to the Ionian Islands, where soon after Sir
Thomas Maitland, his suceessor in Ceylon, was appointed High
Commissioner. Here he established a College and a system of
schools with the prospect of an University. The University
scheme was sanctioned in 1821, but year after year side-tracked
by Maitland. On the 29th May 1824, after Maitland’s death,
the University was inaugurated and Lord Guilford, as North
had now become, installed as Chancellor. We can understand
that here he was in his element and that the ceremonies were
after his own heart. Well might he give himself away! A
gueer fish ', wrote Sir Oharles Napier, ** but. very pleasant .. He
goes aboutb dressed up like Plato with a gold band vound his
mad pate, and flowing drapery of a purple hue. His student’s
dress is very prebty, and said to be taken from ancient
statues.” '

But the University did notl succeed ; it became more Italian -

than Greek. Novth left Corfu on the 16th June 1827, “On the
stroke of twelve he appearved at the door of his apartments and
asked the archbedell for the University mace., I{ was presented
to him, and he kissed the silver-gilt owl of Pallas that sur-
wmounted the ebony staff. Atthe appointed hour he guitted Corfu
amid the blessings of the people, Little did they think th&t he
would never more sefi foot on its soil.” ¢

North died, unmarried, in London on the 14th O(,Lobex
1827. Mr. Frewen Lord's grievance against hun was that
though North was cerlainly a gentlem.v&. he was 1 gentleman

of mgmuloub and exaotmg conscience ”, even a ' domineering
conscience”, That is soemething to the good, though perhaps
not eulbogethex to the good, for conscience is often a strange
taskmaster. One thing at least may be said of him, that he did
his best in times of peculiar stress and uncertainty.

. L E B,
‘ {My indebtedness to the researches of My, J. P. Lewis a-'n'd
My, L. J. B. Purner is gratefully acknowledged.) )

-
’
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THE REV. JAMES CORDINER.

Of all the writers on Ceylon since the British oceupation, po
one is quobed more frequently than the Rev. James Cordiner, to
whom Mr. L. J. B, Turner dassigns the first place among the un-
official authorities dealing with the early British period. Yet, in
spite of his pre-eminence, very little has hithertc been known of
his life beyond what can be gleaned from the pages of his * Des-
cripbion of Ceylon ” and the scattered references to him in Governor
North’s despatehes and other early records. A later book written
by him, however, entitled " A Vovage to Tndia'’, which has only
recently been available, throws a good deal of light on what hag
hitherto been obseurs, and “it is now pogsible to give u fairly con-
neated skebch of the lifa of this distinguished hisborian,

Cordiner was the son of an HEpiscopalian Minister of the
Church of Scotland at Banff, Scotland, where he was born and
received his early education. He then proceeded to King’s College,
Aberdeen, and mada some mark there as a Greek scholar.
At the time of his appointment to the Military Male Orphan
Asylum at Madrag, Cordiner had not been ealled to Holy Orders.
On the 30th September, 1797, at the age of 22, he took up hig
examination, at which he “wrote a thewse in Labin, read thirteen
verses of the Greek New Testament, ad aperiuram libri, and
translated a passage of Grolius de Veritate”. The very next day
he was ordained Deacon by the Bishop of Carlisle, and on the 2nd
October he set out on his long voyage which wag to culminate in

. his appointment to Ceylon as Chaplain of the Garrison of Colombo

and Principal of all the Schools in the Island.

The vessel in which Cordiner sailed was the dnna of Bombuay,
commanded by Captain John Horn. The flaet of which she formed
a part consisted of bhree other country ships, the Surat Castle,
Carron, and Anne of Bengal, besides the Belvedere, the Barwel
bound for Botany Bay, and a small sehooner called the Harbinger,
all under convoy of the Niger frigate. The four country ships had
oome from China with tea, and they now carried cargoes for
Bombay. .

The first port of eall was Madeira, Cordiner describes the
voyage to this place as extremely pleasant, the wealther being fine
and the breezes favourable, with only a very few interruptions of
cajms and contrary winds. At Madeira the passengers were
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received with much friendliness by the residenbs of that lopely
outpost, and Cordiner goes into raptures ovér the treatment
accorded to them. ““The hospitalibty with which we were received
in this delicious island equals the warmest urbaniby which imagi-
nation can conceive: and the grateful sensations whieh I expe-
rienced during a fortnight's residence among the Knglish merchants
there have not been effaced after living six years within the sultvy
$ropicks and many winters on the borders of the frozen zome’:
Dinners and excursions were the order of the day, but in spite of
thesa distractions Cordiner was not unmindful of the obligations of
his sacred office, for he held divine servive on one Sunday, which
was attended by alt the inhabitants and passengers on the island.
Even at this early period Cordiner displayed a keen appreciation of
feminine charms, and this was to stand him in good stead in after
years in deseribing the Dubeh ladies of .Ceylon, for he mentions
that he visited the eonvent of Santa Clara, but found none of the
nuns “'either young or beautiful”’.

The voyage from Madeira to the Cape of Good Hope was

" agecomplished without incident. At Cape Town the passengers

found lodgings in the houses of the Dubtch families. Cordiner
remarks that “maoy of the ladies are gentecl, well-bred, and even
beautiful. Some of their female slaves are likewise extremely
handsome, and have complexions similar te the bruneftes of Eng-
land ; they dress in all respects like their mistresses, who treat them
in private as eompanions” : .

After & wesk ab the'(‘;ape, Cordiner set sail for Bombay. This
stage of the jowrney was marked by some excibement in conse-
quence of the discovery of a plot to kill the capbain and officers
and earey the ship o Mauritius. The originator of the plot was
the boatawain, who was pub in irons until his arrival at Bombay,
where he was tried but acguitted for want of sufficient evidence.
“After this diseovery” says Cordiner,’ the captain requeésted
me to perform divine service to the ship’s company every
Sunday, which was regularly done unless when prevented by
the weather”. The tedium of the long voyage was relieved by
catching fish which were seen in large numbers. Among the
vurieties caught and used for food were the dolphin and the
bonito, and Cordiner records that they even consumed a young
shark, which they found * extremely palatable, perfactly tender,
and a very agreeable addition to our rice at breakfast™.
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At long last, on 19th May, the tedious voyage, which had
occupied more than seven months, was brought to a close by
the arrival of the vessel at Bombay,  We learn something of
the life of the times from OJordiner’s statement that among the
first inguiries made of the captain of the ship was how many
chests of claret he had on board! On landing Cordiner called on
Mr. Alexander Adamson, a senior merchant of the Hast India
Company, to whom he had brought a letter of introduetion, and
was invited by him to be his guest, or as Cordiner expressés it
in the langnage of the day, “to take a cot in his house”. Cordiner
next visited Lieutenant-General James Stuart, Commander of
the Forces at Bombay, and was received “with the most grati-
fying condescension and affability”. He spent twelve days at
Bombay, where he found the style of living quite new to him.
He hired a palanquin and a set of bearers, a massalfee or servani
tie carry an umbrella to keep off the sun during the day and a
lanfern at night, and a servant to attend him within doors, At
night he slept in a cot, with green gauze curtains, to keep out
the mosquitoes. He makes special mention of the fish called
bumbelo with which we are familiar under the name of bombelies,
He describes it as something of the nature of a sand eel, but
softer and of a superior flavour, ' When fried, in its fresh state,
it is of the consistence of a strong jelly, and more delicious than a
whiting : it is however most commonly eaten after being dried,
in which state a great guantity of these fishes is exported ; they
afford an excellent sersoning to hoiled vice, which always farms
a dish at breakfast, and receives from them a most agresable
relish. The sailors, by way of joke, call them Bombay Ducks’.

On the 30th May, 1798, Cordiner left Bombay on board the

" Cornwallis bound for Madras, which place he reached on the

12th June. He immediately repaired to the scene of his future
iabours;, the Military "Male Orphan Asylum, where he was
hospitably. received by the Revd. Mr. R. H. Kerr, the Superin-
tendent, and one of the chaplains of the residency. This Orphan
Asylum was first established in 1789 by private subscription,
chiefly from the officers of the Army, and was thereafter
supported by the profits of a ptiblic lottery. The first Superin-
tendent was the Revd. Dr. Andrew Bell, who, on hig return to
England in 1797, was empowared by the Directors to send out
a young man, duly qualified, as a school-master.. This was the
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post which Cordiner bad come oud to fill, on a salary of £200
per annum. General Dirom, a friend of Dr, Bell's, had recom-
mended Cordiner for this appointment, and previous to his
departure from England, Cordiner had spent two months with
Dr. Bell, in order o acquaint himself with his syslem of
buition. :

Cordiner took charge of the institution on }8th Juhe, 1798,
and he gives ns a very interesting description of the pupils,
their manner of living, and the scheme of instruction. The
number of pupils was 280, the majority being'the orphans of
non-commissioned officers and soldiers, principally by nabive
women, who were hoarded and educated free. The rest were
natural childeen of officers, who paid three pagodas a month.
The majority of the children were very dark in colour, - The
same aparbment gerved as school-room, dining-room and bed-
room, The children learnt their lessons at the same tables at
which they dined and many of them slept on them, the others
lying on straw mats on the floor. They ate with their {ingers
out of carthen vessels ealled mollies, which the ecook filled from
a pob which he carrvied round the table in his hand.

The system of instruction was a novel one, the tuition heing
econducted entirely by the boys themselves. The school was
divided into classes, and the boys were paired off into tutors
and pupils. Supposing a class consisted of ten hoys, .all nearly
of the same age, the best boy in the class received charge ol the
worat, the next best got charge of the next worst, and so on.
In this manner the five more attentive boys became tutors to
the five boys less inclined to learn, and the class was composed of

an equal number of tutors and pupils. Hvery class had a’

teacher who constantly inspected the tubors and pupils, kept
them busy, and heard them say the's lessons as 5001 a8
prepared, which was generally once every half hour. - Dr. Bell
claimed for the systern that it “gives, ag it were, to the master,
the hundred hands of Briareus, the hundred eyes of Argus, and
the wings of Mercury”.

Cordiner's remarks on the state of socisty in Madras in those
early days are worth reproducing. He says fhat many of the
British residents affected great splendounr in their mode of living,
and moved in a very different sphere from what they had been
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aceustomed to in their own country, The Civil Bervants of the
Tast India . Company were looked upon as the nohility of Tndia.
They assumed an air of much consequenee, often treated the rest
of their countrymen with supercilious arroganece, and looked upon
the military class with disdain. In strong contrast to this attitude,
the private merchants were more modest in their deportment,
although fully sensible of their independsnce. Cordiner hag a good
word for the lawyers, who ** being in general the best edueated part

~of the commounity, form a very social and pleasant cirele””. The

military body was much neglected, and robalinted by showing " a
reciprocal contempt for those who aceounted themselves so much
their superiors ”. The ** settloment " did not come up to Cordiner's
expoctations in regard to hospitality to the stranger, buf he him-
galf had no ground for complaint, as he was recsived with much
eivility by several gentlomen on whom he had no special claims,
while those te whom be brought letters of introduction traated him
with every possible attention.

Cordiner had been at the Male Orphan Asylum for about ten
months when the Hon’ble Frederie North, Governor of Ceylon,
visited Madras in April, 1799, and Cordiner had the honour of being
introduced to him by General Brathwaite, Commander-in-Chief.
Some time before this, Cordiner had been appointed Chaplain o

His Majesty's 80th Begiment then stationed at Trincomales, but

had not assumed duties. About the time of Governor North's
arvival in Madrag, Mr, Rosenhagen, the Chaplain to the Garrison at
Colombo, had died and the vacaney had not been filled. North had
pressed for an early appointment and expected bthat a clergyman
would be gsent from England, but pending his artival he offered
Cordiner the acting appointment, promising $o indemnify him for
his trouble, General Brathwalte was anxious that Cordiner should
be appointed as soon as possible ag an acking chaplain in His
Majesty’s Service, as by a recent regulation, chaplains after a num-
ber of yoars’ residence at a foreign station, were entitled to a pen-
sion for life. e therefore induced Cordiner to aecept Mr. North's
offer, and proeured for him the appointment of chaplain to His
Majesty's 51st Regiment, which wag then under orders to ambazk
for Cotombo,

On 238rd April, 1799, Cordiner embarked on board the Corn-
wallis bound for Ceylon, with eight companies of His Majesty’s
51t Regiment, but the vessel did not sail until two days later,

3
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For fourfeen days they had o contend against unfavourable
breezes, and on the 8th May they very unexpectedly made Ceylon,
and were saved from being dashed to pieees in the surf by the pro-
vidential appearance of a light on the shore. On 11th May they
pagsed the fort of Batticaloa, which they were able to see clearly,
and on the 14th they fell in with the Fletcher bound for Trin-
esomalea. Ag the caphain of the vessel in which Cordiner was sailing

had determined to return to Madras in conseguence of the diffiqulty

of calling at Galle owing to the severity of the Bouth-Wast
Monsoon, Cordiner applied for and was givdn a passage in the
Hleicher, so that he might join the 80th Regiment at Trincomales.
On arrival here he was introduced to Colonél Ramsay of bthat
Rogiment, and took up his quarters in a little bungalow in the
garden of Town-Major Walsh. He was made & member of the
mess, and was soon on friendly terms with the officors, especially
Dr. Christle, the surgeon, whom he describes as an amiable
man and an eminent physician, Who afterwards became physician-
extraordinary to His Royal Highness the Prince Regent. '
‘When Cordiner had been a short time at Trincomales, Mr.
Anthony Bertolacei, Daputy Muster-master and Postmaster Gene-
ral, arrived there, and on eompletion of his work was making
arrangements to return to Colombo overland. Cordiner was
anxious to geb to Colombo as soon as pessible in order to take up
his appointment as chaplain to His Majeslss;’s 51t Regiment, so
he decided to join forces with My, Bsrtolacel, He purchased a
. palanquin and hired twelve bearers and two,coolies, Mr. Bertolasci
doing the same. They started on 8¢d June and reached Jaffna on
the 13th, where they wers hospitably entertained by Colonel Barbus,
Continuing their journey they reached Mannar on the 17th and
had breakiast with the Commandant, the Hon. George Turnour,
who, Cordiner says, '"was living very comfortably, in the family
way, with a lively Freneh wife, her mo*her, and a cluster of e¢hild-
ren”, On 20th June they crossed over from the mainland to
Oalpentyn, where they were kindly received by Capbain and Mrs.
Driberg, a Dutch couple, "’ who had a large family of beautiful
childven ”. After breakfast the next morning they returned to the
mainland, and on the 23rd they entered the fort of Chilaw, and
were the guests of the Commandant, Mr. Keuneman, Thae fgllow-
ing day they reached Negombo, where they met Mr. Cleghorn,
Secreliary to the Government, o whom Cordiner delivered some
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letters of infroduction which he had brought from Madras., After
dining with Major Wilson, the Commandant, they set out for
Colombo, and on 25th May at 10 a.m. they entered the fort and
were the guests of Colonel Champagne, Licutenant-Governor and
Commander-in-Chief of the Foreces. Here, Cordiner says, ' we
tiffed at one o’clock, at a table which was open to the Garrison,

" and dined at half-past six, and the (General requested me to become

a member of his family duving the absenee of Governor North.”
On the morning after his arrival in Colombo, Cordiner aceom-
panied Captain Carr on horseback through the suburbs, The nex
day Lieutenant Kerr, the judge-advocate, drove him ont in his
eurricle, and they had breakiast with Mr. Macdowall, the éollector,
in his " villa,”” whieh was probably in Mutwal. The same day
Cordiner tiffed with Messrs, Boyd and Bertolacei in My, North's
house and dined with My. Cleghorn. Hvery day was spent in a
gimilar manner, and Cordiner enjoyed himsslf to the full, He found
the elimate ' most grateful ”, and could not have wished it to he
gooler, In the widdle of the day he employed himself in filling up
the drawings which he bad made, and in taking notes of his obser-
vations, which he afterwards embodied in his '* Description of
Ceylon”. He held his first servies on 7th July in the Government
House, and continued to do so every Sunday during his residencs
of five years in the igland., QOn 11tk July he geased to be the guest
of Colonel Champagne and wont into occupation of a house in the
Fort which he bad rented from Mrs. Van Sanden, a Dutch widow,
ab forty-eight rix dollars a month. As shewing the rapid rise in
house rent, Cordiner mentions that this house, which before the
arrival of the HEnglish brought in only twenby rix-dollars,

fetehed a few years afterwards seventy riz-dollars a month.

Qordiner was very soon afforded an opportunity of attending
2 social ovent in Hinhalese high life, the oceasion being the wedding
of a Mudaliyar. Strange as it may seem, the happy couple were
married in a Roman Oatholic Chureh. The festivities included a
dinner, or what we should eall breakfast, at one o’clock, and ‘a
ball and supper at night, At the latter function there was a large
atbondance of Datich ladies, and Cordiner does nobt fail to remark
that many of them wera  very comely”. Only five English ladies

- were present, and lest he should be thought to be doing them an

injustice, Cordiner hastens to add that they were * not of inferior
afitraction”.
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On 17th July, 1799, Cordiner was appeinted by Major
Wauchop to be deputy-chaplain to His Majesty’s 19th Regiment of
Foot doing duty in Ceylon. A month later Major General Hay
Macdowall arrived in Colombo as Commander-in-Chief of he
Forces in Ceylon, and two days afterwards.he held a levee in
Government Iouse, which was attended by all the Dutch and
English gentlemen of the place. Cordiner was necompanied by five
Duteh elergymen, dressed in their bands, and three Roman Catholie
priests, in their black cassocks, In keeping with Sinhalese hospi-
tality, the Maha Mudaliyar entertained the General to a grand break-
fast, to which alse all the officera of the Garrison were invited.
Cordiner notes that * the table was laid out in the RWaglish style,
in the wost sumptuous manner, and in addition to tea and coffee,
displayed all the articles which appear at a dinner and a
desgsert ™ ‘
Governor North, who had been on duby in Madras since Aprll
1799, returned to Colomhbo on 1lth September, and was received
with a salute of guns from the ramparts. The streets were lined
with troops from the main gabe to the Government House, where
His Excelleney held a leves, which was attended by ‘' all the
gantlemen of the Settlement”. Opportunity was taken to intro-
duce to them Mr. Dunkin and Mr. Sutherland, who had aceom-
panied the Governor from Madras, to bake. up duties in Ceylon
as Judge and Registrar, respectively, of the Court of justice.

As goon as Governor North had disposgd of tho heavy arrears
which had accumulated during his long absence, he turned his
atbention to Cordiner, and on 2lst September he-delivered his
instructions to him as principal of all the schools in the island.
He directed the astablishment of three schools at Colombo, one for
the children of the bighor classes of the Sinhalese, one for those of
Malabars or Tamils, and a third for those of Europeans. Their
course of study was to ba spread over six vears, and was to donsist
of reading and writing the different languages spoken in Ceylon:
the principles of religion according to the Church of England;
arithmetio, agriculture, and ethics, together with a summary of the
principles of the eivil law as established in Ceylon. The sons of
patrents professing the religion of the Church of Rome, ot any
other form of evangelical worship, were to be permitted to attend
these sahools, and wore nob to be insbructed in religion, except at
the request of their parents. It was Governor North's intenticn,

s
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after the Sinhalese school should have heen established ten years,
to request the Bast India Company to order fthat no Mudalyar or
other native servant of Governmeut should be appointed, who
had not gone through this course, and received a cerfificabe of good
behaviour from the principal. ‘

North also intended, subjeet to the approval of the authorities
in Hngland, to establish a fourth or higher school for those pupils
who had given proof of extraordinary talents and merit in the
Sinkalese and Malabar Schocls. The course of study proposed was
a vory ambitious one, and was to include, in the words of Cordiner,
“ Latin, the poetic Cingalese, ancient Tamul, Pali, Greek, Arabic,
Persian, and Moors, Mathematics, Algebra, civil, ecclesiastieal, and

natural history . Intending pupils were to undergo an examination

before the Governor or persons appointed by him for thab purpose;
and if successful, were to be admitted and maintained entirely atb
the expenge of Government. It was proposed to send overy year a
sufficient number of them to England, where they would be main-
tained and educated ab the public expense, until they should be
judged it to receive Holy Orders, affer which they were ko refurn
to Ceylon and take up work ag parish priests.

The three lower schools wore immediately established, and
Cordiner, writing in 1820, states that they ' still continue to
flourish, more particularly the Cingalese and Malabar Schools,
under the charge of Mr. Armour, who sonfinues to improve rapidly
in the knowledge of these Fastern languages, The higher school
has not yet been formed, probably owing fo opposition from the
higher powers; but two young men from the Cingalese School are
now in England, preparing themselves for the office of the priest-
hood, which it is to be hoped they will dizcharge to the great com-
forh of their countrymen in their native island ”.

On Sunday, 3rd November, 1799, Cordiner book the morning
gervice in Wolvendaal Chureh, and one of his native assistants
preached in Tamil. On the same night a grand ball and supper
were given by the Secound Mudsliyar on the gecasion of the mar-
riage of hig daughter to a young Muhandiram, Cordiner disereotly
oraits 50 say whether he was present. This was followed by a ball
on 12th November given by the Governor to celebrate the King's
birthday which tfeil on 4th June during His Exzcellency's absence
in India. Upwards of two hundred * gentesl’ persons partook of
supper. Cordiner again pays a tribute to the Duteh ladies. " On
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these occasions bthere was never any deficiency of ladies, for the
Dutch gentlemen’s wives were always invited, and the number of
the softer sex present was sometimes greater than that of the other.
Of the innocence and sweetness of their manners 1 have formerly
spoken, Daneing was one of their favourite amusements, and they

always aequitfed themselves with grace and slegance ™. ‘

Cordiner had already established friendly velations with the
people of the eountry, and on the last day of the yea.t: the school-
masters and pupils of the various sehoots undet his charge floeked
to his house with presents of game, fruit, and cakes.” One of the
schoolmasters struek out in an original line and brough$ a young
bull, which invaded the sanctity of Cordiner's dining room, As the
Duteh houses in the Fort had no conveniences for keeping cabtls,
Cordiner made a virtue of necessity and presenfed the hull fo the
father of one of his servanta.

Although Cordiner had been officiating as chaplain to the garri-

son for some monbhs, there was no offieial notification of his ap-
pointment until January 1800, bus this did not affect him adversely,
ag he was allowed to draw his pay and allowances with refrospec-
tive effect. Ile notes that Mrs., Floyd, the wife of the General of
that mame, who was on a visit o Coylon, attended the Governor’s
levee on 18th May, and observes that she was probably the only
lady who paid the Governor that compliment during his residence

“in the island. We may go further and say that she furnishes the
only case of a lady who ever attended a levep in Ceylon. On 20th
January, 1800, the Governor gave " a splendid-ball and supper " to
three hundred guests in honour of Her Majesby’s hirthday. Thae
news of the surrendor of the Dutch flest in the Texel “ added not a
little to the cheerfulness of the evening ", Eordiner does nat say
whother any of the Duteh residents were present ; and if so, how
they received the fidings. Bntertainment followed enfertainment
in guick suceession. On 27th Janwary Colonel Torréns gave a
breakfast in his bungalow to upwards of one hundred ladies and
genhlémen on the oceasion of the review of his babtalion, while thres
days laber the Covernor gave a publie breakfast, under tents, after
the review of the Malay corps.

At last the Governor found time fo pay soms attention to the
gehools established under his diveetions, On 8th February, 1800,
he visited the Sinhalese, Malabar, and European schoola,
Although he does not say so, we have no doubt that Cordiner
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wag present and took & justifiable pride in showing the Governor
round. Three weeks Iater a public service of thanksgiving was
held in Wolvendaal Church for the suceess of the British arms in
Burope and Mysore. The service was attended by the Governor,
the Commander of the Forees, the British troops, and all the
English ladies and gentlemen, together with a large number of Dutch
residents. -~ The band of the 19th regiment played the Te Deum and
several other hymns, in eoncert with the organ, the effect of which

. was very striking. Cordiner is again silent ag to the parf he play-

ed, bub it i not diffieult to surmise that the gorvice was sonducted
by him,

On 12th March, 1800, Cordiner saw Major-General Hay
Macdowall take leave of the Governor before proceeding on his em-
bagsy to the Court of Kandy. The following day an event ocourred
which cast a deep gloom over the small Fnglish community in
Ceylon. Dr. John Ewart, Physieian-General to His Majesty’s
Troops in Indie, and Inspector-General of Hospitals in Ceylon, died
of fever which he had contracted while on & pleasure party aboub
twenty miles from Colombo. Cordiner states that during his illnegs, -
Dr. Ewart, whom North once referred to ag * That Prince of
Tdiots,” begged of the Doctors who wers attending him to allow
him to be put into a cold bath, but never having heard of such a
treatment, they refused to comply with his request lest they might
be blamed if anything unboward oceurred. Tt is interesting bo re-
call that some years lator this same treatment wag tried on anobher
distinguished Ceylon official and that he survived -the ordeal,
though perhaps his recovery may have been due mors to his robust
constitution than to any virtue in the treatment. Major Thomas
Skinner tells ug in his autobiography that when stationed at Kuru-
negala, he was laid low by an attack of “Jungle" fever as malarial
fever wag known in those days. His doctor blad him until there
was searcely a drop of blood left in his body, and then gave him

. forby grains of Calomel. In the evening, as the fever was still high,

the doctor ordered Skinner to be taken out to the open, laid oo a
bars couch, and had huckets of cold water thrown over him for
about twenty minufes. He was then taken back to bed and sldpt
for several hours, He uliimately recovered, to the no small sur-
prise of the adjutant of his regiment, who did nob expect him to
gurvive the dragtic freatment he had received,
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"The story ef the officer of the Indian Army who married a

- Hindu woman whom he had rescued from the funeral pyre of her -

husband on which she had thrown herself in accordance with the
custom of the counfry is familiar 50 mosb of us, but it is not gens-
rally known that Cordiner baptised in Cevlon the daughter boin to
the parents by this marrisge. The baptism probahly took place in
the Wolvendaal Church. o :

On Tth May, 1800, Cordiner witnessed the refurn of General
Macdowall from hig embassy to Kandy, * highly delighfed with the
rich and romantic eountry which he had seen’. Five days later
the first meeting of the Committee appointed to superintend all the
charitable establishments in the island tock place, The 4th of June,
being the King's birthday, was eslebrated with all the usual honours,
and Cordiner savs that ‘' gaiety and feasting continued for sixteen
days afterwards . After this gargantuan dissipation, nohody was
inclined for any serious business, so on 91st June the Governor seb
out with a large party fo make a tour of the island, which lasted
six months., Cordiner tells us that he kept two books on this tour :
the one an official report to Government on bhe state of the schools,
. tha other private memoranda for his own amusement. The former
he presented to Governor North, whe forwarded if to the autho-
rities in England. The latter formed the basis of a chapber-in his
* Deseription of Ceylon.”

A eordial reception awaited Cordiner on his arrival in Colombo
after his long absence. A subscription ball took place on the day
following his refurn. and this no doubt gave him an opportuniby of
meeting hig friends and reeounting his experiences. He attended
his first selephant Kraal at Toppuwe near Negombo on 26th Febru-
ary, 1801, and repeated this experience eight months later at the
game place. On 22nd June 1801 he hecame 8 member of what is
belioved to be the very first Froemason’s Lodge established in Ceylon
—the Orange Lodge, organised by the 51st Regiment—and was
appointed Chaplain to the Liodge. Two days later he preached fo
the members before dinner a sermon on brotherly love. He witness-
od the arrival on 10th September, 1801, of the first batch of Civil
Servants from Fingland, headed by Robert Arbuthnot, who came oub
ag Chief Secretary to the Government,

We are indebted to Cordiner for an account of the very first
eolebration of 8. Andrew’s Day in Colombo. On 23rd November,
1801, the Scotch residents of Colombo gave a dinner to the whole
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" Settlement ™ at the Union Arms, which Cordiner deseribos as “a

" tavern lately established”., At one end of the dining room was
“hung a transparent painting of 8t Andrew, embellished with a

border of roses, thistles, and shamrocks; and at the other end a

-fransparency of the Crown and thistle, both done on white silk.

- Cordiner also tells us that in the year 1801 a circulating library

was established in Colombo for the use of the Fnglish residents,
-the subseription to which was sixteen shillings a month ; but the

venfiure was short-lived, and the books were disposed of by lottery.

Early in the following year Qordiner saw the second bateh of Civil

Servants arrive in the island, among them being Bir Bdmund

Codrington Carrington, Chief Justice, and Henry Peter Jobn
. Layatd, the first of a distinguished family to hold high office in

Ceylon. o .
On 26th January, 1802, news was received of the prelimina-

- ries of a general peace having been econcluded on 1st October,

1801, and of Ceylon bheing ceded to His Britannie Majesty in
perpetual sovereignty. The occasion was celebrated by the
firing of ene hundred and one guns from. the ramparts. Two
days later the Honourable Frederic North was installed as
Governor and Commander-in-Chief of the Britigh tevritories in

this island by a new charter, rendering him independent of

the Hast India Company. On 22nd June tidings were received

* that the Treaty of Peace had been signed on 11th March, 1802,

These noteworthy events called for some special recogni-

“tion in Ceylon, and it was decided to hold a general thanks-

giving throughout the island, " Wolvendaal Chureh was selected
as the venue of the service in Colombo. A throne was erected
for the ~Governor and members of Council, the musie of the
organ being supplemented by the band of the 51st Regiment.
Cordiner preached the sermon on this oceasion, taking hig text
from Psalm xeii: It is a good thing to give thanks wnto the Lord.

: To Gordiner is also due the aecount of the firsf Maldivian
embassy” to Ceylon. On 9th Deeambor, 1802, the ambassador
arrived in a small vessel from the Maldives. The ceremony did not
differ very much from that observed at the present day, The
archassador walked in procession through the Forl, atlended by a
guard of Bepoys, and preceded by eighteen cooclies loaded with pre-
sents of cowries and dried fish. IHe was received by the Governor
and the usual formalities took place.
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We hear very little of Cordiner’s activities during the year
1803. On Tth February 1804 he went to Aripo to witness the
Pearl Fishery, and took the opportunity of visiting the island of
Rameswaram. Two weeks later the Honourable and Reverend T.
J. Twisleton, whom Cordiner designates " named Chaplain to
Covernment,” and the Revd. W. H. Heywood, whom he designates
* Chaplain of Brigade,” arrived in the istand. This vesulted in the
tarmination of Cordiner’s services in Ceylon, bub he is very reticent
on thig point. Writing as though labouring under a deep sense oi
griavance, all he says ia :—" In consequence of the arrangements
which then took place, it was thought advisable for me to return to
Britain, ag any appointment which I could have ratamed wonld
have afforded me nothing bub a bare subsistence ”

Cotdiner left Coylon on 2nd May 1803, That hig departure

wad sincerely regrobted ig evident from the following communi-
cation addressed to him, which reashed him on his arrival at
Madrag i~

“ Rovorend Sir,

“ When your intention of returning to Europe becamae known,
the econeern it occasioned was succeeded by an immediate wish,
vory generally and warmly expressed, fo offer you, on your depar-
ture, some foken of esteem and regard.

“ Thig impression led to a very numerous and respecbab!e
meeting of the Civil and Military Servants of Government present
ab Colombo, when the resolutions, which we have the honour to
mclose, wora unanimonsly agresd to.

“It is gratifying to us to have been appointed ho earry into
effect. a mark of publie approbation and atbachment so well
deserved, and so congenial to our own sentiments and fealings.

“The humane, zesloug, and unwearied manner in which you
have constantly discharged the functions of your sacred office,
would have aloneentitled you to our best acknowledgments; but
we cannot be ingensible how much these duties have derived
advantage and  effect irom the simplicity of manners, the frank
gincerity, and the unaffected benevolence of yout private char-
&cter

" We beg leave to offer you our best wishes for your health
and progperiby ; and to assure you, that it will give us the utmost
sabisfaction to hear of your preferment in your own country, in g
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profession which you have exercised here with such credit to your-
gelf, and nge te the commuunity,
“ We have the honour to be, with great ragard,
“ Reverend Sir,
* Your mast faithful humble Servants
Robert Arbuthnat, Chief Sec. to Government,
Charles Baillis, L. Col. 516 Regiment.
SI. Tolfrey, Judge of the Prov. Court of Columbo.
J. Willson, Town-Major.
Fredk. Hankey, Capt., 19th Fool, and Major of Brigade
to King's Troops.

. Colombo, 16th May, 1804.”

Thig lotfer was accompanied by a piece of plate, of the vaine
of two. hundred guineas, with the following inscription :—"' Thig
urn, and the accompanying plabte, were presented to the Reversnd
James Cordiner, by the Civil and Military Servanfs of His Majesty
in Ceylon, as a mark of their attachment and esteem, and of the
deep sense they entertain of the zeal, attention, and humanity with
which he performed the duties of his holy profession for upwatds of
five years; during which time, both by example and précept, he
animated them 6o the practice, and instrueted them in the prinei-
ples, of veligion and virtue.” Cordiner sent a suibable acknowledg-
ment in which he said that " the handsome urn, with the accom-

panying plate, shall be carefully preserved and duly honouréd ; and

the memory of the donors’ friendship Bh&ll be cherished as a trea-
gure of far gre&ter value.”

On reaching Madras Cordiner lookad up his old friends, and
was the puest of George Arbuthnot, whom he had known in Ceylon,
for a pericd of three months, Ha had a gay time here, baing
introduced by hig host into the first eircles and seldom dining two

- days ruaning in the same house. He left Madras on 16th Apgust,

1804, touched at 8. Helena, whore he spent some time, and
reached England on 8th February, 1805. After atbending to official
business, he wenti to see his relations in Peterhoad, a watering.

“place in Secotland,. whers be prepared for the press his *' Des-

cription of Ceylon.” Harly in 1807 he was appointed by the .
congregation of S, Paul's Chapel in Aberdeen tio, ba ons of their
ministers. It was here tbat he wrote his book “A Veyage to

“India” which he publlshed in 1820. He died in 1836 ab the age of

gixliy-one.

J. 'R. T.
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GENEALOGY OF THE SWAN FAMILY

OF CEYLON.
{ Compiled by Mr. D. V. Altendorff).

Joseph Swan, married :—

(=S

10

11

{a) Liouisa Anna Gonilliard, baptised 21st Apul 1793, d&ughter
of Noel August Gouilliard of St Pol, Artois, Pays de
Calaig, Surgeon, Liuxemburg Regiment, and Anna Burnab
of Mabara. (D.B.U. Journal, Vol. TII. page 62).

(h) In ‘St. Peter's Church, Colombo, 19th July 1822, Arnol-
dina Hrederica Certruida Eherhardie, daughter of Daniel
Harman Eberhardie and Blizabeth Du Port.

Of the first marriage, he had

Elizabeth Jane, born 2nd April 1815, married in-8t. Paul’s

Church, Pefbah, Golombo, 1st June 1835, Gustafl Andrew

Gambs,

James, who follows under IT,
0Of the seeond marriage, he had

Harriet, married in the Dufch Beformed Chureh, Wolvendaal,

318t March 1845, Charles Arnoldus Barber, born 12th Decem-

ber 1816, widower of Charlofite Frederica Appelton, and son of

Johan Konrath Barber and Ma.rla Magdalena Thuring.

Richard Geraxrd,

George _Wl!llam . -

Frederica, ‘bora 18th July 1828, married in Holy Trinity

Ohurch, Colombo, 15th February 1858, John Neil Keith, born

4th Novemhber 1840, son of John Neil Keith and Margarita

Wilhelmina Vander Straaten. (D. B, U. Journal, Vol. XXTIII,

paga 158).

Jogeph, who follows under III

Maria Margareb, born G6h July 1833, married in Holy Triniby

Church, Oolombo, 15th April 1850, Thomas William Anthonisz.

Charlotta Sophia, born 24th October 1835, married in Holy
Trinity Chuoreh, Colombo, 3rd March 1859, John Wright, born
1818, widower of (1) Anna Matilda Misso, and (2) Jans
Frederica Selman, and son of John Wright of Chesterfield,
Derbyshire, Fngland, and Anna Iiizabeth Palm.

Caroline Jane, born 4th September 1837, married in Holy
Triniby -Church, Colombo, 20th June 1861, John William
Schumacher,

Sophia Jemima, horn 3rd June 1840,
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1I.
James Swan, C. ¢. 8., Prineipal Assistant Oolonial Seeretary,

" born 20th October 1817, died 13th May 1880, married 1

(a) In St. Paul’s Church, Pettah, Colombo, 28th November
1839, Anna Tliza Charlotta de Vos, born 9th October
1820, died 28th June 1856, daughter of Pieter Liodewyk
de Vos, 2nd Clerk, Kandyan Department, Chisf Secre-
tary’s Office, and Notary Public, and Julia Theodora
Kessels.

(b)Y At Calle, 4th’ February 1858, Harriet Caroline Liudovici,
born 11th June 1825, died 10th January 1899, widow of
Nathauiet Adrian Austin (D, B. U, Journal, Vol. VII,
page 29) and daughter of Petrus Jacobus Hendrik Ludovici
and- Henrietta Josephina 8Smit. (D. B, U, Journal,
Vol. ITI, page 62).

Of the first marriage, he had

Fliza Jane, born 8th August 1840, died 8th May 1911, marvied

in All Saints’ Church, Galle, 24th May 1877, Helry Gavyat.

George Hdward, who follows under IV,

Harriet Frances, born 11th May 1845, died 13th Octiober 1933,

marvied in Hely Trinity Church, Colombo, (5th February

1866, Bdwin Beven, Proctor and Notary Public, born 23rd

October 1843, died 125h October 1919, son of John Beven and

Sophia Maria Koertz. -

Amelia Letitia, born 19th July 1847, died 18th January 1864,

Luey Joseline, born 4th August 1849, died 14th Januwary 1935,

married in Holy Trinity Church, Colombo, in 1878, John

. Maxfield.

Louisa Charlotée born 294h June 1852, married in Holy
Trinity Chureh, Colomhbao, 26th July 1880, Robert Spencer
Schrader, born 14th May 1856, died 29th Mareh 1904, son of
Frederiek Justus Schrader and Harviet Andres. (D, B, U.
Journal, Vol. VI, page 72.

William Henry, who follows under V,

Of the second marriage, he had

James William, who follows under VL.

Eliza, Helen, born 14th September 1861, married in Holy
Trinity Church, Colombo, 23rd Mareh 1888, Cyril Bailey
Nichotas, B. A. (Cantab.), Dirst Principal Assisbant, Royal
College, Colombo, born 21st October 1854, died 2nd March 1908,
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son of Samusl Nicholas, Colonial Chaplain, and Lucilla Jemima

Roosmale Qocq. (D. B. U. Journal, Vol. XIV, page 20).

10 Ada Frances, born 25th August 1863, married in St. Paul's
Chureh, Kandy, 10th November 1883, Eugene Beven, born
176h January 1857, son of John Beven zmd Sophia Mana,
Koertz.

11  Edith Luey, born 8th June 1866, married in Holy Trinity
Chureh, Colombo, September 1886, Theodore Ceeil Van Rooyen,
Proctor and Notary Publie, born 16th July 1862, died Bth
June 1927, son of Charles Richard Van Rooyen and Charlotta
Pebronella Mack,

I11.

Joseph Swan, born 16th April 1831, marrvied in the Dubeh
Reformed Chareh, Wolvendaal, 10th May 1860, Charlotte Antonetta
de Boer, born 12th March 1840, daughter of Alexander Frederick
de Boer and Roberta Helena Kriekenbeek. (D. B, U. Journal,
Vol. V, pages 70 and 75). He had by her

1 Lilian Charlotte, born 5th March 1861, warried Archibald
Cawpbell. .

2 Walter Joseph, who follows under VIIL

3 FEmma Clarina, born 4th December 1864, died 12th August

. 1867.

‘4 Haope Mildrad, born 5th Jauuary 1867, married Charles Hsbrop.,

5 Kmelia Antoinette, born 23rd June 1868, died 4th April 1934,
married 23rd May 1890, Edwin Josepb Toussaint, born 22ad
May 1855, son of Jamas Theodore Tougsaint and Henrietta
Frances Vauder Straaten, (D, B, U. Journal, Vol. IV, page 38,
and Vol. XXI1I, pago 166). ' _ )

6 Hvelyn Amanda, born 12th Februmy 1871, married ... .ve ..
Jones. ‘

7 Gerald Joseph Colin, horn lgbh November 1877 married in
the Baptist Church Cinoamon Gardens, 17th Oatober 1899,
Emily Henrietta Pate, born 5th September 1883, died 22nd
April 1929.

8 Joseph Williamm Rupert Campbell, died 9th Augusb 1883 in
infaney. ‘

1V,

George Edward Swan, Deputy Registrar of the Bupreme Court,
born 18th February 1843, died 17th May 1909, married in Holy
Trinity Church, Colombo, 18th May 1867, Alico Mary Beven, horn
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* 5th October 1849, died 26th December 1906, daughter of John

Beven and Sophia Maria Koertz He had by her _

1 Bdward Hugh, . B.C. P. & 5. (Edin.), Civit Medical Depart-
ment, born 1st February 1868, died 20:h September 1904.

2 Bva Alice, born 26th January 1869, died Tth January 1925,
married in 8t. Michael’s and All Angels’ Chureh, Colombo,
18th April 1896, James Oharles Stewart, born 28th Janunary
1865, died 22nd July 1928, widower of Evelyn Maud Dickman, -
and son of George Stewart, C. C. 8., and Alice Matilda Dickman.

‘3 Helen Agnes, horn 7th Mareh 1870, married in 8t. Michael’s
and All Angals’ Chureh, Colombo, 20th October 1896, Charles
Alexander da Silva, Surgeon, died 4th January 1897.

4 Perecy Hermon, who follows under VIII.

5 Rose Eliza Sophia, born 7th December 1872,

6 Gerfrade Harrieb, born 8rd August 1874, died 12th July 1936.
7 Marion Constance, born 21st September 1876.

8 Iilsie Frances, born Sth Aprit 1878, married in 3t. Michaels

and All Angels’ Church, Colombo, 126h August 1908, Theodora

Dorehorst Mack, Proctor and Notary Public, widower of

Joseline Danialg, and son of John William Mack and Josina

Charlotte Dornhorst. (D, B. U. Jouinal, Vol. VI, page 105).

9 James, who follows under IX.
V. .

William Henry Swan, MB.0.M. (Edin), LR.CP. &8 (Edin.),
Civil Medical Deparbment, born 4th February 1855, died 1st June
1904, married in Holy Trinity Chureh, Golombo, 21st June 1880,
Rosalind Caroline Modder, born 19:th November 1857, died 20th
August 1915, daughter of John Willlam Modder and Caroline
Frances Anjou. He had by her

-1 William Giffard Clarence, who follows under X.

2 Rosebud Marjorie Verna, born 8ed February 1883, died 21st
July 1885.

3 . Henry Hrie Carl, who follows under XI.

4  Victor Leslie Sheldon, who follows under X11.

& Rose Madge Elaine, born 2nd August 1889.

6 Gladys Augusta Caro, born 28th May 1891,

7  Vernon Louis 9t. Olair, who follows under XIIT.

8 FPrin Lilian Myra, born 31s6 August 1899, married in. St. Paul’s
Churel, Milagriya, 20th Mareh 1920, James Swan, who fol-
lows under IX.
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VI
James William Swan, Proctor, born 25th November. 1855,

died 8th March 1926, married in All Saints’ Ghureh, Galle, 14th
April 1884, Marianne Fleanor Morgan, born 17th Februsry 1859,
died May 1919, daughter of Truband Frederiek Morgan and Bophia
Antonetta de Vos. (D. B, U. Jouraal, Vol. X1, page 611) Ho had
hy her

1 James Trutand Morgan, Proctor, born 29th March 1887, died
15th February 1929, & )

Tleanor Frances Morgan, married December 1806, William
Wright Beling, born 81st December 1867, died 23rd June
1928, widower of Charlobte Elizs Conderlag, and son of William
Wright Beling, Proctor, and Maria Elizabeth Prins. (D. B. U.
Journal, Vol. VII, page 137, Vol. XVII!, page 66, and Vol.
XXV, page 161).

3 Ethel Morgan.
Ann Preida Morgan.
& Frie Morgan, who follows under XIV,

. VII.
Walter Joseph Swan, born 2nd November 1862, married in
tha Duteh Reformed Church, Wolvendnal, 8th Septemher 1886,
Gertrude Rlizabeth Tieembruggen, born 16th August 1866, daughber
of Gerard Hendrik Leembruggen and Hlizabsth Rieberg. (D, B, U.
Journal, Vol. IV, page 27). He had by her :
1 ¥lorence Mildred, born 17th Angush 1887.
2 Torrest Raymond, born 1898, married in St. Paul’s Church,
Pettak, Colombo, Tuh January 1924, Ruby Cartwright,
VI,

Percy Hermon Swan, Land Sarveyor, born 13th August 1871,
married in Holy Trinity Church, Nuwara Eliya, 31st March 1902,
Grace Blanche Goonewardene, born 9th May 1875, Ha had
by her '

o)

e

1 Hsme Blanche, horn 12tk April 1905, married in St. Paul's

Church, Kandy, 56h September 1931, Alison Ivor Weinman,
born 26th August 1902, son of Willlam Algernon Welnman
and Qaroline Maude Reimers.

2 Harle Percy, B. Sc., D, F. o, Grad, I. B. B. Assistanf Engi-
neer, Government Electrical Department, born 5th Septembar
1906,

8 Deryek Hugh, Land Suarveyor and Inspector, Munieipal
Buogineer's Department, Colombo, born Sth September 1906,
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1X.

James Swan, born 6th Augusb 1880, married in St Pauls

Church, Milagriva, 20th May 1920, Erin Lilian Swan, (Vide V,
S. supra). He had by her

1 Frin Alice Rose, born 23rd February 1921,
.2 Pangline Beatrice, born 18t Decembar 1999.
3 James Bdward Witliam, horn 19th May 19928,

X.

. William Giffard Clarence Swan, born 28th September 1881,
died 16th January 1925, married at the Britisk Congnlate, Bangkok,

- 106h Augusb 1907, Marie Christiana Jeltes, born 6th April 1890,

daughter of Peter Adrian Jelfes, Captain in the Duteh Army, and
Madame Maju. He had by her

Cora, born 19th December 1909, died 28th December 1909,
William Henry, born 1gk January 1913.

Arthur Clive, born 14th June 1915,

Frank Digby, born Tth February 1917,

Joan Marie, born 24th Oetober 1918.

George Clarence, born 28¢d April 1921,

Sy U o QU OBD e

XL
Heory Erie Carl Swan, L.E.c.E. & 8. (Bdin,), n.7.7.5. {Glas.),

L.D.g8. (BEdin.), born 17th September 1884, married in St Mary's
Church, Veyangoda, 19th December 1912, Margaret Beven, born
8th June 1886, daughter of Bugene Baven and Ada Frances Swan
(vide II, 10, supra}, He had by her

1 TRose Ada, born 14th December 1913.

2  Doreen, born 18th December 1915.

XIL
Viclior Lieslie Sheldon Swan, born 8th June 1887, married in

All Baints' Qhureh, Borella, 28th June 1911, Primrose Arelene
Philomena Wright, born 23rd April 1891, daughter of Archibald
Conrad Wright and Cecilia Elizabeth de La Harpe. He had by her

1 Primrose Marie, born 80th June 1912,

2 'Therese Genevieve, born 3rd January 19186,

3  Dorothy Joyee, born 29th April 1929,

4 Bhelley Bernard St, Clair, born 31st Desember 1998,
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XIiL

Vernon Louils St. Clair Swan, Advagate, born 19th March -

1894, married in St. Mary’s Church, Bambalapitiya, 28th April
1919, Florence Fvelyn Hole, born 10th July 1897, daughter of

George Adolphug Hole, L.M.8, (Geylon) and Florence Mabel Wraght; ‘

He had by her :
Eileen Theodors, born 26th Sepbember 1920.
Ione Patricia, born 18th September 1921,
Bheila Marie, born 22nd March 1923.
Ninette Carmen, born 31st May 19248,
Miriam Antoinette, born 27th May 1927,
Prances Evelyn, born Tih Oetoher 1928.
Rita Christine, born 18th March 1930,
Pamela Joan, born 18th December 1951.
Rosama.ry Florenee, born 28th August 1933.

CXIV.

o -3 Ch O i o 80

w

Tirie Morgan Swan, born 24th September 1894, died 17th May

1923, married in St. Paul's Chureh, Milagriya, 29th December
1916, Lena Imra Koch, born 23rd August 1895, died 2nd Rovember
1919, daughter of Hbenezer Theodors Koch and Georgiana Kliza-
beth Schubert, widow of Luke Charles Alfred Schokman. (D.B.TU.
Journs!, Vol. X, page 188, and Vol. XXV, page 112). IIe had
by her

1 Godirey Vane, born 96th October 1917.

2  Hrie Trutand, born 1st November 1919, weme

Notes. {1) Anna Burna$, referred o under I, was a daughtber
of Danisl Burnat of Berne in Switzerland, Déssawe of Mafbara, and
Elizabeth Holst of Galle, who married in the Duteh Reformed
Chureh, Wolvendaal, on the 15th March 1789. The latter died in
Uolombo on the 4tk December 1805.

(2) James Swan, referred to under I1, was Confidential Clerk
to the Governor, the Right FHon’ble Bir Robert Wilmot Horbon,
Bart, @.¢. 5., and in the same capacity to the Right Hon’ble
James Alexander Sbtewart Mackenzie. He was in turn Offieial
Reporter to the Legislative Couneil, Clerk in the Despatch Depart-
ment and Chief Clark of the Colonial Secretary’s Office. Ile acted
as Second Assigtant Colonial Seeretary, and as Principal Assistant
Colonial Secretary ti1l he was confirmed in the latber appointment
“in 1868. He retired in 1870,
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GENEALOGY OF THE ALDONS FAMILY
OF CEYLON.
{Compiled by My. D. V. Allendorif).

I. :
Robert Aldons, Boekhouder, died 28th July 1805, married
(a) 15th July 1781, Maria Cornelia Lourensz.
{b) 8th November 1789, Anna Catharina Liudeman. (ID RB.T.
Journal, Vol. XXI, page 153).
Of the first marringe, he had :—
1 Henrieus Johannes, baptised 23rd November 1782,
Johan Jaeobus Daniel, who follows under II.
Of the second marriage, he had :—
3 Jacobus Robertus, who follows under TII.
4 William Hendrik, who follows under IV.
5 DBernardina Dorothea, baptised 2nd June 1793, marvied in the
" Dutch Reformed Church, Wolvendaal, 14th November 1814,
Hendrik Diederik Trok, baptised 27th June 1784, son of Wouter
(Gillig Trek and Carclina Margaretba Erhard, ,
6 Johannes Philippus, baptised 28th December 1794,

7  Robertina Catharina, baptised 27th April 1798, married in the

Duteh Reformed Church, Wolvendaal, 30sh Septamber 1822,
Wybrand Brnst Muller.

8 Maria Gertruyda, baptised 8th October 179? margied In the
Dutch Reformed Chureh, Wolvendaal, 15th November 1894,
Johannes Reynier Fryer, baptised 1st May 1791, widower of
(1) Anna Marin Poppenbeek, and (2} Johanna Elizabeth
Wolfdaal, and son of Coenraad August Hendrik Fryer and
Johanna Maria Henrietta Tmchveld. (D.B.U. Journal, Vol
VII, page 26). '

9 Petrus Adolphus, baptised 186h August 1799.

10 Johanna Elizabeth, baptised 21st Mareh 1802,

11 Maria Elizabeth, baptised 4th August 1805.

. II. .

Johan Jacobus Daniel Aldons, married in the Duteh Reformed
Church, Wolvendasl, 21st April 1805, Johanna Dorothea Rudolph.
He had by her:—

1 Johanna Maria Elizabeth, baptized 7th January 1807,
2 George, baptised 29nd Oclobar 1813, died 24th Oectobar 1815,
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11, .

Jacobug Robertus Aldons, born 16th August 1790, died 29th
May 1854, married in the Duteh Reformed Church, Wolvendaal,
25th September 1820, Johanna Trorethea Woutersz, baptised 14th
March 1802, died 5th January 1857, daughter of Adrianus Jacobus
Woutersz and Johanna Cornelia Horn of Tutucorin, widow of
Johannes Gerardus Drieherg. He had by her:

1 Jacobus Carolas {Alexander Charles) who follows under V.

2  Togelina Gerbruida (Gerardina), born 20th September 1823,

married in the Duteh Reformed Church, Wolvendaal, 8th Juty
1844, Heoricus Albertus Fermer, born 22nd September 1820,
son of Pieter Johan Hermer and Christina Gertruida Catharina
Heer.

3 Robert Daniel, who follows under VL

4 Gilles {Goorge) Alexandor, who follows under VI

5  Wilhelmina Carolina, born 25th October 1880, married in the
Dubeh Reformed Church, Wolvendaal, 25th September 1856,
John George Marbenstyn.

6 Potronella Charlotta, born 4th December 1834, married in the

Dutch Reformed Chureh, Wolvendaal, 16th Outoba_r 1851,
Fmanuel Lambertus Wydeman, born 20th March 1826, son of
Stephanus Wydeman and Maria Barbars Pleres.

Robert Simon Diederik, who follows under VIIL.

8 William George Alexander, born 10th March 1840, died 18th
April 1843, :

=3

Iv.

Willem Hendrik Aldens, born lsb January 1792, died Sth
February 1822, married September 1813, Justina Susanna Ludo-
viet, bora 26tk February 1793, daughter of Jan Hendrik Liudoviel
and Gertenida Rodolphina Hoffman. (D.B.U, Journal, Vol. Il
page 61). He had by her:—

1 Catharina Bobertina Dorothea Petvonella, born 25th July
1814, died 1st May 1869, married Charles Perkins, born 1816,
died 1848, son of George Henry Perking, Warrant Officer in the
British Army, and......Brooker,

2 Augenita Dorothen, married 1826, Johaon Godfried Koch,
born 2nd November 1811, died 1890, son of Johann Godfried
Koch and Susanna Isabella Brohier (D.B.U. Journal, Vol. X,
paga 130).

DUTCH BURGHER UNION 75

8 Josephina, married in the Dubeh Reformed Chureh, Wolven-
daal, 9th November 1837, Petrug Albert Gerlach, '
4 Matilda Maria, born 14th June 1892, died 2nd August 1894,
married August 1838, Frederic Charles Grenier, born 6th
Augnst 1809, died 18th October 1861, son of Johan Francois
Grenier and Charlotta Pietersz. (D.B.U. Journal, Vol, XXIV,
page 64), \ -
5§ Daughter, married Reverend George Mitler of Caloutta,
Jacobus Carolus {Alexander Charles) Aldons, born 58b June
1821, died 30tk July 1878, married in the Dutch Reformed Church,
Wolvendaal, 25th November 1844, Elizabeth Henrietta de Kretser,

‘born 8rd November 1825, died 8lst December 1874, daughter of

Adrianus Henricus (Hermanis) de Kvatser and Johaona Mattbhysz,

{D.B.U. Journal, Vol X, page 19). He had by her :—

1 Randolph Harris, born 2nd December 1843, died 4th August
1467, }

2 Michael Oliver, born 17th May 1847, died 1861.

8 RBowland Cuthbert, who follows under IX,

4  Andrew Francis, born 26th August 1850, died 10th August
1851,

5 Rosamond Lydia, born 8th July 1852, died 29th January 1875,
married in the Dutch Reformed Chureh, Wolvendaal, 14éh June
1871, William Michael Seansoni, Proctor, born 11th Decomber
1845, son of Joseph Sansoni and Sarah Henrietta Staats,

6 Iidgar Theobald, born 25th May 1854, died 2lst September
1872.

7 Alice Rosalind, born 3rd April 1856, married in the Dutch
Reformed Church, Wolvendaal, 1st Decormber 1873, Miliani
Heuori Sansoni, Proetor, born 13th August 1849, died 220d

" QOectober 1907, son of Joseph Sansoni and Sarah Henrietta
‘Btaats.

8 g:'rse;rgiana Frances, born 3vd March 1859, died %96th Qctober
3.
9 Matilda Joceline, born 10th May 1862, died 55h March 1878,
10 Hannah Egith, born 10th May 1862, married Harris Eugene
Foenander, born 20th August 1834, son of Henry Adolphus
Foenander and Mary Elizabeth Sansgoni.
11 Cicely Maud, horn 16th Aprit 1864, died 7th July 1906.

12 Counstance Ida, born 9th February 1867, died 'Tth Hepbemaber
1878, i
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VI, . .

Robert Daniel Aldons, born $1st Jannary 1825, married in the
Dutch Beformed Church, Wolvendaal, 26th July 1849, Fredevica
Charlotte de Haan, baptised 80th August 1829, dauwghter of Elias
Wilhelmue de Haan and Frederica Carolina 1dé. He had by het 1 —
Emanuel Jonathan, who follows under X.
Uraula Grace, born 28th January 1852,
Edmund Vineen$, born 28th February 1854
Lauretba Frances, born 16th December 1855,
George Wilfred, who follows under XT. -
Grace Constance, born 10th November 1858,

_ VI . _
Gilles (George) Alexander Aldons, horn 10th December 1827,
married in the Duteh Reformed Chureh, Wolvendaal, 30th May
1861, Jutia Charlotta de Jong, born 3rd April 1837, daughter of

Casparus Adrianus de Jong and Johanna Catharina Goldestein.
(D.B.U. Journal, Vol. IX, page 125). He had by her:—

1 Josephine Caroline, born 19th March 1862, died 22nd April
1936, married in the Dutch Reformed Church, Wolvendaal,
26th January 1882, Richard Arthur Fernando,

2 James Clement, born 4th July 1866.

Gerlirude Adeline, born 27th August 1868..

4 Grace Helen, born 26th July 1870, married in the Dubeh
Reformed Church, Wolvendaal, 16th Yanuary 1902, Theodore
Hedgeworth de Jong, son of Theodore Chrigtopher de Jong and
Mabilda Antoinebte Alvis.  (D.B.U. Journal, Vol. IX, page
126). ' o ‘

5 (eorge Arthur, born 29th November 1872,

6 George Oarl, born 20th March 1875, married in the Dutch
Reformed Church, Wolvendaal, 25th September 1902, Hannah
Laura Wallbooff, born 8th April 1880, daughter of Froderick
Benjamin Wallbeoff and Harriet Grace Marbensz.

7  Tvrederick Liaurence, born 8th June 1878,

Florence Maud, born 18th March 1880.

9  Fiorenee Mabel, born 21st July 1883.

VIII.
Robert Bimon Diederik Aldons, born 25th January 1887, died
31sb July 1876, married in the Dubeh Reformed Chureh, Wolven-
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daal, 8th February 1864, Frederica Dliza Persira. He had by

her:—

1 Adeline Constance, born 22nd December 1864, died 2%nd -
: Septemhber 1934.

Lloyd Theodore, who follows under XII.

Hden Hugh, born 16th October 1868, died 14th June 1910.
Owen Walvin, born 4th September 1870, died 22nd July 1894.
Frederick Albert, who follows under XIIT,

Gertrude Beatrice, born 22nd July 1874,

Tietitia Maud, born 8th Ma,y 1876, marriad in 8t, Mary's Church,
Ponang, 26th Decomber 1908, Alfred Gerlach Perkins, born
28th May 1877, son of George Henry Perkms and Francing
Eugeria Braantina Gerlach,

S IX, .

Bowland Cutbhbert Aldons, n.M.8, {Ceylon), horn 28th Novem-
ber 1848, died. 17th Angust 1910, married in the Duteh Reformed
Church, Wolvendaal, 18th August 1876, Winifred Amelii de Kretser,

_born 6th March 1846, died 10th December 1932, daughter of Pieter

Corneliz de Krofser and Wilhelmina Arnoldina Van Geyzel. (D.B,U.
Journal, Vol. X, pages 20 and 75).  He had by her :—

1 Rowland Clarence, who follows under XIV.,
2 Tda Zoe, born 8th September 1878, died 26th May 1879,

-8 Alarie Christopher, born ]1|3h November 1879 died 9th Decem-

her 1906,

Victor Stanley, born 30th January 1881, _

Werner Ashley, born 16th June 1882, died 30th Oetober 1889,
Donald Theobald, born 30th July 1883.

Percival Ernest, who follows under X V.

Jubila Sybil, horn 7th February 1887.

Lvelyn Claude, born 28th November 1888, died 14th June
1897, '

.10 Angel. Muriel, born 16th May 1890, married in the Dutch

Reformed Church, Bambalapitiva, 5th April 1915, Alexander
Ivan Carl Daviot, born 4th July 1883, son of Oliver Michael
~ Daviot and Ellis Constance do Krebser.
11 Bertram Alwin, born 29th May 1892,

12 Gerara Winifred Rienzi, born 20th August 1897,
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X.
Emsanuel Jonathan Aldons, born 24th June 1850, died 7ih
September 1907, married Prisecilla Alice Rose. He had by her:—
1 Leonie Ophelia Frances Daigy, born 3rd Oetober 1879,
XI.
(eorge Wilfred Aldons, born 6th September-1857, married in
St. Paul's Church, Pattah, Colomho, 27th December 1894, Eliza-
beth Clotilda . . . .. He had by her:—
1 Zenibta Queenie, born 1st October 1895,
2 Ivony Muriel, born 29nd July 1897,

X1I.

Tidoyd Theodore Aldons, born 30th November 1866, died 10th
October 1912, married in Christ Chureh, Matale, 9th November
1891, Florence Bmily Gireve, born Sth Septemnber 1873, daughter of
John Ryland Greve, 1.P., and Emily Anne Wileox, He had by
hoy 4 ) .

Charlobelle Emily, born 1t June 1898,
Ernest Bdward, who follows under X VI,
Vineent Clarence, born 5th Beptember 1895,
Hdwin Austin, who foHlows under XVII.
Richard Brie, who follows under XVIIL.
John Christopher, born 19th Mareh 1504,

XIIT.

Frederick Albert Aldons, born 21st September 1872, matried
in the Methodist Church, Hatton, 26th January 1902, Charlotte
Wilhelmina Jane Keegel, born 7th May 1879, died 20th August
1926, daughtier of Henry Arnold Keegel, Assistant Coloninl Surgeon,
Civil Medical Department, and Charlotte Matilda Ball, He had by
her :— i

1 Frederick Clinton Keegel, born 7th February 1514.

XIV. :
Rowland Clarence Aldons, 1.M.8. (Ceylon), born 12th August
1877, died 17th Augast 1910, mavried in the Duteh Reformed
Church, Bambalapitiya, 17th December 1908, Sylvia Ethel Ebert,
1.M.8, (Ceylon), .1.¢.P. & 8. (Bdin} L.R F.p. & 8. (Glag.), born 28th
March 1882, died 9th March 1930, daughter of Charles Alexander
(Uarnie Thert and Alice Grace Van Dort, (D, U.B. Journal, Vol. VI,

page 79). He had by her :— .

1 BRBowland Cuthbert, horn 17th Sepfember 1909, married in
S5. Paul’s Church, Kynsey Road, Colombo, 18§ December 1934,
Florenca Anne Marguerite Schokman, born 2nd April 1912,
daughter of Tidgar Harrie Schokman and Florence Adeline
Siebel. (D.B.U. Journal, Vol. XXV, page 110).
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. XV.
Percival Ernest Aldons, born 96th July 1885, married in the

. Duteh Reformed Church, Bambalapitiva, 2nd March 1816, Hilda

Mildred Pauluez, born 4th Soptember 1884, daughter of John
Gerard Paulusz and Anne Catherine Thomas. He had by her :—
1 Percival Riohard, born 11th December 19186, died 16th Januar
1999, ' ’

Thomas Edward, born 31st July 1918,
Reginald Henry, born 3rd Septemhber 1920,
Erie Mervyn, born 3ist July 1923,

Hugh Cecil, born 6th April 1925,
Frederiek, horn 4th November 1926,

XVI.

Frnest Edward Aldoos, born 9th August 1894, married in
St. Michael's and All Angels’ Church, Colomhbo, 5th April 1919,
Grace Darling Ephraims, born 9th December 1899, daughter of
Lancelot Henry Lphraims and Louisa Isabel Warkus. (D.B.T.
Journal, Vol, XXIV, page 108). He had by her :—

1  Ernest JBdward, born 15th August 1920.

Aundley Beryl, born G6th August 19239,
Brenda Vyvette, born 12th July 1926,
Grace Kathleen, born Bth September 1930.

XVIL .

Bdwin Austin Aldons, born 30th Quctober 1896, married in Holy

Trinity Chureb, Colombo, 20d Januwary 1928, Phyllis Violet Way.

venne Gray, born 28th October 1898, daughter of William Gray
and Sarah Joszeline Rede. He had by her:—

1 Carl Gerald, born 16th June 1929.

o

e

2 Robers Francis Anthony, boin 13th July 1931,

XVIIL.
Richard Eric Aldons, born 22nd December 1897, married in
the Duteh Reoformed Church, Rsgent Street, Colombo, 218t June
1924, Ina Olive Rods, born 11th January 1899, daughter of James

Pister Rode and Adeline Koelmeyer. . He had by her :(—

Desres Barhara, bora 11th February 1926,
Verua Marjorie, born 20th December 1927.
Rex BFric, born 26th April 1930,

Maleolm Erie, born Sth September 1954,

o -

toH
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REMINISCENCES OF TRAVEL
FORTY YEARS AGO.

- By B.C.R. ANTHONISZ.

Shortly after I left- College Mr. R. L. Ephranms arranged
to go on an extensive tour of the Southern Province with that
genial Tnspector of Schools, My, Senaviratne, and I was induced
t0 jein them. We went fully equipped with guns and ammuni-
tion to Mr. Seneviratne’s residence in Matara, from where we setb
oub in a dog cart harnessed to a diminutive fat pony. Mr.
Seneviratne's cook went ahead in a single bullock cavt w1‘bh the
necessary paraphernalia, Just before sbarting, the pony ap-
peared to be in great pain and kept rolling aboub the garden at

an alarining rate. On seeing this, we abandoned all idea of get

ting any forrarder, but to our surpuse we were informed by the
horse-keeper that the animal was only in one of his playful
moods, We went from Rest Housge to Rest House in the Matara
District—EKamburupitiya, Hakmana &e , often staying at School
Rooms when no Rest House was available. From the Matara
District we travelled to the West of the Tangalle District—
Wirakebiya, Wallasmulla, Kirama de. Ab Wallasmulla, we were
entertained right voyally by the Gansabawa President and were
given luxurious divans to sleep on. At this place I was very
intrigeed at seeing Bphramms waltking through the fields, in
parts abounding in high grass and water, and getting blue coots,
one atter another. This was the first time I had seen this bird.
I hurried up but was too late, he having scoured completely the
portion in which the birds were. I had to be content with
bowling over a couple of painted snipe and a few water
pheasants. The next night we slept at the Kirama School
Master's house. He was a quaint old fellow and wanted to
know from the Inspector of Schools whether he requirved
any - condemned” milk. From here we wenb on to that delight-
fully situated Rest Honse at Ranne, now, alas, abolished, where
you have to take preciulions against contracting malaria.
MThough seemingly very dry, being siluated on an eminence, the
place abounds in anopheles, whose sting generally brings abouf
a bad bout of fever. The neighbouring villagers have distinetly
entarged spleens, virible at a cursory glance. Here we had seve-
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ral glimpses of pea fowl bub could nob get a shot at them, Wae
then went on to the Ambalantota Rest Fouse sibuated on the
bank of the Walawe River. Here we had some delightful teal
shooting in a tank adjoining Mr. Elliott's paddy fields which
Mr. Alfred Drieberg, a splendid shikari, was looking after. Here
we were quite surprised to see dhobies washing in a pool with
huge crocodiles as their companions. These monsters passed
close to them time after time, almost robbing themselves against
their thighs. We asked ihem whether this was not highly
dangerous. They laughed and said the crocodiles were quite

- bharmless. On our return journey, 1 was fortunate in bagging

a couple of pea-fowl. On reaching the Rest House we werp
followed by the Police Officer who wanted to know whether we
possessed game licenses, which- fortunately we did. R. L.
Ephraums became indignant, opened His box, and displayed the
license to the Headman, exclaiming:—" Here you are, are you
now sabisfied 77  Whilst at Ambalantota Rest House I was sur-
prised to meet the Revd. My, Tebb of the Wesleyan Mission in
the Southern Province. He was at the time Superintendent of -
the District. 1 saw him drive up in a \vagg,onebte with a big-

boned horse harnessed to it.

- Qur next halt was at Hambantota. Bn route we had some
blue coot shooting at Hathagala, at that time an ideal sports-
man’'s paradise for birds of all kinds, but now alas, practically
denuded of them. The only bird you can be pretby sure of get-
ting is the blue coot. The vast uncultivated plains here have
now bheen converted into paddy fields. At Hambantota we mov-
ed into the dilapidated but spacious old Rest House. There was
no thought then of building the delightfully situated and voomy
Rest House we now possess, the lounge of which atfords one a
view of the entire harbour, while the peaks of the Kaiara-

.gama Hills can be seen in a blue haze. - The harboay is very

often dotted with fishing boats sailing to and fro. You get very
fair sea bathing at the bottom of the cliff in front of the Rest
Hounse, This BRest House is the best I have seen, and 1 have
visitad the majority of Rest Houses in the Island. " On the even-
ing of our arvival I walked ouf with my gun in the scrub adjoin-
ing the old Rest House. Many o hare scampered off. T shot
two and stopped at that., Now yvou may walk the whole morn-
ing and evening and never see a hare,

From Hambantota by cart to Gonorrua and Megahajan-
duve, very isolated villages, which only boasted of a bad cart
track ng the only mode of approach to them. Gonorrua did

nol interest me, but Megahajandure possessed tanks, a stream,
~and extensive plains abounding in game, Epheaams and I wenb
- oul after dinner to an adjoining plain; it was bright moonlight

ab the time and the plain was black withk pig towards the edge
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of the jungle, and I had a very distant rifle shot at them. One
was evidently hib, as there was a lot of snorting and neise in
the jungle. I approached to have a second shot, when the brute
gradually made its way into the thick jungle, his snorts and
grunts diminishing in intensity as I went close. It wagw hope-
less task to track him, so we returned. The next morning we
had a bath in the tank close by. The Police Officer, who was also
the School Master, had put up a platform at & fair height from
the water beyvond the reach of crocodiles and from here we lefi
down buckets and had a good souse. Whilst we were bathing a
herd of deer, with three or four young ones and a couple of fine

antlered stags, came outb of the jungle to the edge of the oppo- -

site side of the tank, bad their drink, and quietly sauntered oiff.

T learnt subsequently that the Police Officer was a staunch '

Buddhist and would not tolerate any shooting within his juris-
dietion. Duaring a walk later on, we came upon some monster
crocodiles, the largest | have seen in the Island.” They lay like
huge logs on the edge of a practically dried up tank, and allowed
us to approach them to about 300 yards when they made for the
water, and they could run. After this I walked along the bed of
a dried up skream in the hope of getting a shot at leopard, pig
or deer. 1 suddenly came upon a crocodile with a stump of a
tail, the missing porbion having evidently been bitten or shot off ;
he ran towatrds the water and disappeared. On going to the
gpot I Found a hole near the stream about four feet in width, fall
of watler, into which he had entered.

I well romember the situation of the school ; it had a quadran-

gular compound and & verandah all vound. By the edge of the

compound adjoining this verandah, there were orange trees syste-

“matically planted, the luscions fruits of which could easily have

bheen plucked by the hand by one standing ab the edge of the

" yorandah. The oranges were large and delicious. I have seldom
tasted any better.

From Mogahajandure, we went on to Tissa, an interesting and
historic spot with its numerous Dagobas towering towards the sky,

beautiful tanks and smiling extensive green paddy fields. Towards

avening we made a tour of the fanks with their majestic forest
trees. We caughb many a glimpss of the pretty egrat on these
trees. :

These birds, as is well-known, sre snowy white and possess
white plumes, much valued for hats &e. They are protected, and
the shooting of them renders one liable to a fine. "From Tissa we
proceeded to Kirinda, by the sea, where one ean get fair sea bathing
and plenty of fish. I saw large quantities of almost fransparent
prawns heaped up on the beach, where thoy are dried and are then
transported for sale, We next went to Boondala, with its vast
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plaivs, where we saw deor at & distance browsing with catitle.
Whilst walking across one of these plains I shot a couple of golden

.plover. The last shot happened to be a high overhead one: the

hird dropped almost at our feet. Mr, Senaviratne, who was by me,
wag delighted and said—" Well done”., OQur trip was now practi-
cally at an end and we retraced our steps vie Tangalle. Mr.
Seneviratne indueed Bphraums fo relieve the tedium of the journey

with a song. His favourite one was: ** Down in the diving bell, at.
the bottom of the gea.”

Hs was then the lea.dmg chorister at All Sainte’ Churech and
possessed a sweet tenor voice.

At Tangalle T saw turtle bobblng up and down in the sea in
front of the Rest House. I had a shot with a riffe at one and waz
lucky to hit it on the head. If sank immediately, I senb a man
and gob it brought ashore with difficulty and senb it on to my
cousin, My, Avthur Anthonisz, who was then Supermhendent of
Minor Roads of the Tangalle Distriet.

This brought our delightful frip to a close. We were sorry to
part and wished the trip could have gone on a bit longer, Back

we wended our way to the City, whish held no afitractions for
us.

Before cloging I canno$ help bub pay a tribute, however feeble,
to Mr. Seneviratne. I have known many school masters of renown,
but I will always have a tender spot {or dear Senevitatne who was
as good a type as any blufl Lnghsh gentleman, He had a quaink
way with him and was full of vim. MNothing depressed him., His
motto appeared tio be ' Do or die’. On this trip, about which I hava
written very feebly, I fear, Mr, Seneviratue went about dressed in
thick homespun and did not even diseard his vest. Wa had a Iaugh at
him and said that he was lightly abtired for the climate. He ex-
claimed * What do you youngsters know ? Donlt you know that
flannel is a non-conductor of heat ? One does not necessarily feel
any warmar whilst wearing flannel. Besides, it is a cerfain safe-
guard against changes of weather.” '

1 wag in his form at the Royal Collegs. He taught us Frenech,
though hg used to prepare the lesgons himself before coming into
tho form. He carried on in his inimitable style like & man who
had lived a good portiion of his life in gay Paris. He was ambitious
and liked to ses boys shew bthe same trait. Mr. C. B, de Vos
kunew him intimately and told me that Mr. Seneviratne was of the
groubest possible agsistance fo him in his school career.

Though blufl and liable to be misunderstood by soms people,
there was a lot of the milk of human kindness in the dear old man.
I wish there were a few more of his type amongst us; the world
would then be a richer and fairer place to dwell in,
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NOTES OF EVENTS.

SUMMARY OF PROCEEDINGS OF THE
GENBERAL COMMITTEE.

Tyesday, 16tk June 1936 . (1) Votes of condolence on the
deaths of My, James Joseph and Mr. Lloyd Siebel were passed.
{2) The clection by the Entertainment and Sperts Committee
of Mr. J.W. Smith as its Secretary was confirmed. (3) It was
reported that the five shares in the D B.U. Buildings Co., Lid.,
donated by Dr. G. A. Rode to the Union, had been transterred,
and that they were now in the name of Dr. B. L. Spittel pending
the registration of the Union. It was resolved that the appre-
eiation and the thanks of the General Committee, on behalf of
the Union, e conveyed to Dr Rode for his very generous gift.
(4) Tt was decided fo civeulate among the members of the Gene-
ra] Committee the proposed amendments to the Rules of the Con-
skitubion and By-Laws, and to consider them ab the next Meeting.
(5) Mrs. E. H. Vander Wall’s resignation from the Union was
accepted with regret (6) The following were elected to mem-
bership :—Dr. Noel Kelaart and Mr. J. V. Potiger. (7) The re-
enrolment of Mr. H, I, Austin was approved. :

Tuesday, 21st July 1986 : (1) The Rules of the Constiba-
tion, as vevised, were approved with certain verbal amendments.
It was decided to summon a Special Generanl Meeting of the
Union for the purpose of adopting the revised Rules. (2) 1t was
rosolved thab there was no need for action to affiliate the Tennis
Section as it formed an inbegral pavé of the Union. The Courts
werve laid on Crown land leased to the Union at the instance
and expense of certain members of the Union. (3) It was
resolved that Mr. G. P. Keuneman, M.B.E., be written to, congra-
tulating him on the honour conferred by His Majesty the King.
{4} A hearly vote of appreciation was passed .to the organisers
of the Home Crafts Hxhibition held on the 2%nd June, 1986,
which was @ great success. (8) A hearty vote of thanks was
accorded to the President, Dy, R, L. Spittel, for presenting the
Union with a new sbage. (G) The following were elected to
membership: Messrs. C. A. H. Ohlmus and . N. Wambeck.

Tuesday, 18th Adugust 1986: (1} Votes of condolence were
passed on the deaths of Mr. J. G. Toussaint, Mr. C. H. Deutrom and
Mr. H, B, Garvio. (2} A hearty vobe of appreciation was passed
to Mrs E. G. Gratiasn and fo those who assisted o organize bhe
Varicky entertainment held on July 24th. The ‘Enterfainment
contributed Re. 110.41 to the Soecial Serviee Fund. (3} It was
resolved that the Hon'ble Mr. A. E. Keuneman, K.C., be writfen to
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congl:abu[u.ting him on his appointment as Commissioner of Agsize.
{4) The re-enrolment of Mr. J. J. Weinman and Mr. A. C. Beling
“ag members of the Union was approved. (5) Ths following woere

* elected to membership: Messrs. B. K. de Vos, B
.and F. A, L. Poulier. » B. Van Rooyen

Honqurs: It is seldom that move than one member of the
same family receives recognition from the State ab one and the °

" same fime. We are glad to rocord that sueh a cage occurred

recent!y in our community, Mr. G. P. Keuneman, than whom
there is no more loyal member of the Union, was made a Member
of the British Empire on the King’s birthday in recognition of his
Vafulable sorvices, first a8 member of the Local Board, and later ag
Chairman of the Urban District Council. About the same tima

- hia brother, Mr. A, E, Xeuneman, who is nof second to him in

loyalty to the Union, was made a King's Counsel, and ghortly
afterwards was dppointed to act as Commissioner of Assize. We
offer these two gentlemen our hearty congratulations, which wa
would &lso e.xtend to Mr. Kenneth de Krefser on his appointment
_ﬁp ach as Director of Public Works—=a post that is for the first
time being filled by a Ceylonese. :

Obituary: We regret to record the demise of the following

. members i—Mr. James Gibson Toussaint, Mr. Claude Harris

Deutrom, Mrs. Ellen Gertrude Beling, wife of My, H. P. Beli
Mr H. E. Garvin and Mr. E. O. Felsinger. - H- P Beling,

Lectures and Readings: On 10th July Mr. R. .. Brohier

* - delivered an interesting and instructive lacture, illusérated with

lantern slides, on “Some Far Bastern Porte and J ” '
) 08, s _ apan”. Dr.R. T,
Spittel presided, and there was a good atbendance of members.

Two meetings of the newly formed Reading Cirele w
during'th.? quarter. Af the first meeting Dr, f{ L. Ssibﬁ:;iegglg
paper on i]?he Appreciation of Poetiry” and an interesting discussion
follo ?ved, in which several members book part. At the secand
meeting Mr. R, A, Kriekeubsek read a paper on ““Some Indisn and

Ceylon Poets”. On this oceasion agai
. ) gain a number o .
offered ecmments. or of members

Exhibition of Home Crafis:  This exhibition, which ook

- place on 22nd June, was a great success, the standard of worlk being

very high. The only disappointing featu f ibiti
T e g re of the .exhlblt;mn was

Amendment of the Constitution: 4 Speeial General Meeting

~of the Union was held on Baturday, 22nd August, af 6.30 p.m, to

consider cortain amendments to the Constitution, A f
wi i ' : . i
ili appear in the next issue of the Jowinal. ull report
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EDITORIAL NOTES.

Notices of Births, Marriages and Deaths.—Members of the Union are
entitled, free of charge, to the insertion of notices of domestic oceurrences
These notices must bo restricted to a bare statemeni of the name or names,
place, and date of occurrence, and must be gent to the Honorary Secretary
of the Duteh Burgher Union.

Standing Committee for Ethical and Literary Purpdsea.-—'[‘ha attention
of members is invited to the need for co-operation in carrying out the
object laid down in sub-section {f) of Rule 2 of the Conatitution. Any
suggestions on this subject are to be addressed to the Honorary Secretary
of the Committee for Literary Purposes, Mr.L. K. Blazé, Arthur’s Place,
Bambalapitiya.

The Journal will be issned at the end of every quarter, post free, to each
member of the Union who pays a subseription of Rs. §/- per annum towards
its cost of publication. Literary and obther contributions are invited and
should be sent to Mr. J. R. Toussaint, “Muresk”, Clifford Place, Bambala-
pitiya, to whom also all remittances on account of the Journal should be
made.

Changes of Address.—All changes of address (espeeially within the
last three years) shonld be notified without delay to the Honorary
Secretary of the Union, Dmich Burgher Union Hall, Reid Avenue,
Colombo, or to the Honmorary Treasurer of the Union, This will
ensere the safe receipt by members of all notices, invitations,
reporis, ete. '

Remittances.—Remittances, whether of subscriptions due to the Union
or sontributions for special objects, must be made to the Acting Honorary
Treagurer of the Union, Mr. W.W. Beling, Buller's Road, Colombo; and
not to the Hony. Secretary. . ‘

Remittances on account of the Social Service Fund must be made

to _Mr. Wace de WNiese, Bambalapitiva, the Heny. Treasurer of the
Standing Commitiee for purposes of Social Service.

Datch Burgher Union of Ceylon Buildings Co., Ltd.—All communica-
tions should be addressed to-G. F.Gratiaen, fsq., Seoretary of the Company,
D. B. U. Hall, Reid Avenus, Colombo.
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