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_ ANDREW ARMOUR
By L B, BLAYE

. The banﬁe'of"Andtew Armour'.is'kapt a.li've"i_n"'Armour Btreet™,
‘where he lived for some years,  Situated in one of. the busiest ’
“-déntres of Colombo; this street laa,ds from Silversmith ‘Btreet to-
. Grandpass, and s ‘hundred years ago the Grandpass was “the - :
~ prineipal road from - Colombo ta the inferior -of the-Island ™, -In "~
* 'this Grandpass too lived 'the Uount Ranzow ; a near relative of tha

o eonsort of our late beloved monareh, George the Third . (Harvard's

"' Narvative), That Armour was a man of more than ordinary merit -
.4 apparont from the obifuary notice of bim in the “ Government -
.- Gazette "' of December 1828, which ab that fime did not confine
- itgelf to offivial matters :—' He was a man highly esteemed and’

" bsloved by all Clagses of Soclety, and pattioulariy by the Duteh .

- .and Portuguese inhabitants of this Settlement, among whom bis
‘labours were ehiofly axemlsed and to whom he:proved hlmself a
" most faithful and valuabie Minigtey and an affeetlona.ta and sincere *
“friend, and whose spiritual and temporal interests he ‘ab all times

. _laboured tio promote botsh in hls public and prwate character.”

“Andrew” Armour was bom naar Glasgow, in tha vear 1769,
since he was 59 years old when he died in 1828." In 1786, at the
--nge. of seventeen he .enlisted in' the Army, and was scon after in

Treland w1th hm regiment, Here, on hearing a Weslayan Minister
-preach, he was "’ convinced of sin ', and became 'a member of the
Wesleyan Society in Irveland., Next year, 1787, the regiment was
sanit fio Gibraltar, an& in 1798 Armour, nowW & Sergeant wag in
Madras,

o It was duriﬁg his sﬁ&jr in Gibré.lﬁa.f‘ that two incidents ocoﬁr?
_red whmh ba,ve been the subjeeb of muoh mteresb and commahb '
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and - fhe bwo would read hB’é ‘Bible td.ge'bhér and exchange thé_ir:-‘i'.;'. .
gpiriual experiences. “Armour’s friend was by thls means ¢ eon-

vorbad '’ Armour was sinl] unsa,tnsﬁeﬁ

¢ One evenmg these two sold;ers were placed as sentries at 'che oppos1te e
ends of a sally-port, or lotig passage, leading from the Rock to the Spanish~. ...
territory,  One of them was already rejoicing in God his Saviour ; while the ..
other was in a-very anxious state of mind, and under strong convictions of 77
- sin, seeking pardon.” That evening an officer of the garrison, returning honie .~

at a late hour, came 1up to the sentry oufside the sally-port; who was the
soldier recently converted, and asked as usual for the watchword. The man;

absorbed in meditation; acarcely rousing from his midnight reverie, rephedlx
to the officer’s challenge with the words, ¢ The precions blood of Christ"- .
He soon, howevef, recoveéred his self-possession, and ‘gave the torrect

watchword. - His comrade, who was anxiously seekmg pardon, stationed a%

the inner end of the sally-port, heard the. words *The precious blood ef_‘.-f S
Christ* mysterionsly borne upon the breeze at the inidnight heur  and they .
came to him as a voice from heaven. HIS load of guﬂt was rem0ved aml :

the peace of God was granted to him.”

That  wag - how: Andrew Armour ‘was " converted " Such'
experlenoas are by BO meany uncommon in the higtory - of bofh
sambs and smners : '

“ Just when we are sa,fest ‘there’s a sunset-touch
- Afancy from a flower-bell, some one's death,
A chorns-ending from Euripides, .
And that’s enough for fifty hopes and fears
As old and new ai once as Nature's self :
To rap*and knock and enter in our soul ™.

The other ineident eould not have taken place in Ireland
though sometimes placed therd, but must have oceurred

Gibraltar. The fullest version of it is that given by Mr. OharEaa' o
Liesching, as told to him, in'd communiention to the  Ceylon -

Observer” of May 1900. ‘The Officer commanding the regimont

had reason o beliava that there was a spy in the ranks who gave . °

information to the enemy. Armour. was observed to retire daily
to an adjoining wood, and bo return always by a different way.
He wag naturally suspected, wabched, and one day arrested, When
“tried by court-martial, he pleaded in his. defence that hiy mother
bad tavght him %o pray daily and fo read a portion of Seripturs

daily. The reading he conld do in barracks, but to pray was impos- -
* gible as his eomrades flung pillows and books ab him. He there- -

fore went to the wood to read and pray, and returned always by 4

" differant way to avoid heing suapected of these ackions, This

* Quoted by Spence Hardy in his © Jubilee Memorials”, .
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i expianatwn was I'ﬂ(:elVed Wlhh roa.rs ofla.ughter but as Almour de-f L

¢elined to vary his stabtement, he-wads found Gullty and senfienced to :

.- death. 'he Qommanding Officer, before confirming the ‘sentence,
- rode to: the ‘prison,.. and questioned -Armour, who repeated tha SRR

statement hé had made " You say tha,b you are a man. of prayer”

- said the General ; &hen I presume you can pray exbempore ?7' .

" Certainly ", 'was the 1ep1y * Then kneel down and offer up & -

© prayor aloud . Armour kpelt down, and prayed fervently not

only that the God Whom he served should open “the eyes of
his judges and deliver him, bul also for the welfare of his King.and

country, Tha General wag comunced of Armour 8 innocenee an&
: ordered his immediuste releage.

Spence Hardy, Who was well acquamta& WIth Armour, CEVER o
nothing of this ineident, but ‘he relates one someéwhat similar,

- which also musgt. have happened in Gibraltar.  Armour and hig'.
converted fsllow.soldier were 1omed by others, and a Methodist R

Class-meeting was formed in which the members told one ancther
of their spiritual experiences. - Armour was the ** Leader” of this

~meeting, They met in & small place near the Governor's house, o
and for a tima vefrained from singing, lest they should alarm or
'disturb others. More and more soldiers joined the Class, and

Armour beeams a Local {i.e, Tiny) Preacher. . They now began to o
sing and soon gob talked aboub, il Armour was summoned to -

" Government House to explain the strange doings. His explanation
~was aceepbed, and the meefings wote formal[y sanctioned.

In 1798 Bergeant Armour catne with his vegiment to Madra.s, :

. and here he learnt the Tamil language, possibly with a view to -
. preaching the Gospel to the people of the place. Heie also he -
- married. Aec;ﬁrding to Mr. J. P. Lewis hé was married three times,
- Of his first wife nothing iy known excopt that she was, like him-
-golf, a Methodish, and that she died in Colombo. - He was again a

widower on 17th January 1802 when he married Anna Petronella

“Sauwer, or Sauer,  daughter of Johu Godlieb Sauer and Sarah
‘Tlizabeth Honter.  His third wife was Wilhelmina Caroline

Damman, daughter of August Fredric . Damman, of Tubicorin, .-
Junior Merchant (O%deﬂwapmm ) in the Dutch Bast India Com-
pany. She was the  Tuteeorone. Lady ™, ab.. whose honse -in -
Grandpags - Harvard and Lynch, the newly-arvived Wesleyan -
Missionaries, wera accammodabed in Colombo and ware _treaﬁad fo
“ pleasant sweetmeabs and savoury curries.”  She died in Colombo
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ou the 6th June 1827, aged 49 years, and was buried in S. Paul’s
Burial Ground adjoining Wolvendaal Church.

Armour's knowledge of Tamil and possibly of Dutch, for Tuti-
corin had not long ceased to ba a Dubch possession, was o prove
useful in Colombo when HEnglish was made the language of our
Law Courts. He was brought down from Madrag in 1800 and
appointed Headmaster of the Colombo Seminary and, afterwards
apparently, Intarpreter to the Suprems Court, On the suggestion
of Dr. Twisleion, he was hought oub of the Army by Governor
Brownrigg. The most trustworthy account of Armour's doings al
this period is given by Mr. L. J, Gratinen in his very valuable studies
of Education ir Ceylon,® bhased largely on official documents.
Tha Seminary, it may be premised, was a survival of Dutch times,
and was originally at Wolvendaal. In 1804 it was removed fo
rooms in * the Garden House of Hulitsdorp’’, where the present
Churah of All Spints now stands, ab the top of San Bebastian hill.
Mr. Gratiaen writeg ;—

a

* Cordiner, we see, wished the Cingalese boys to have a person const-
antly residing in the school to speak English with them. He was obtained
soon aiter in the person of Andrew Armour, who had served zo years in the
army, The first reference to him is a letter from Cordiner to North men-
tioning the loss to the school owing to the absence of his very able and
zealons assistant, Mr. Armour, a man, the effects of whose labours become
daily more and more visible, and on whose merit I cannot bestow sufﬁcier}t
praise’ <Both parents and scholars unite with me in wishing for _h_1s
return.’ ¢The prosperity of the institution is very nearly concerned in
his reguiar atiendance.’ Mr. Armour was employed as Marshall of the
Supreme Court, and was anxious to get back ta the school, though th.e
salary was lower, because, he wrote, ° 1_I:he study of the Cingalese language 15
the principal if not the only means whereby I meant to make myself useful
in the settlement,’ and this opportunity was lost in his new appeintment,
Armour was released from his duties as Marshall and returned to full-time
work in the school in June, part of his pecuniary loss being made up to him
by an increase of salary. “He will lose 25 rds. a month, bot is better
pleased,” wrote Cordiner.”

In the Seminary Sinhalese and Tamil petitions to the Governor-

wera translated into Bnglish before being sent up to him. The
revigion of these translations took up much of Armour’s time. His
effarts to make the boys of all castes sif in the same room were
unavailing.

#% Government Schools in Ceylon,” 1798—1832. By L. J. Gratiaen.

™

A
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* Armour, in addition to his duties as head of the school, had
become a proctor of the Suprems Court, buf in 1812 he gave up
that ‘creditable and lucrative profession’ on baing appointed
masber of the garrison gchool for * Qaffress ' on 200 Rds, a month,
on condition of ‘attending wholly 6o the duties of his new appoint-

-ment and those in the S8eminary.” The next year, in consideration

of his doing duty as Proponent in addition to his other offices he
wag grantod a conjunet salary of 400 Rds.” (Gratiaen).

It is nacessary to keep in mind thabt Armour was a man of
aotive piety, and that from hig youth his Methodist training had
wed in him s keen desire for religious work, There was no orga-

zed Methodist Society in Ceylon till fourteen years after. his
arrival in Colombo, and there wag none in India. When therefore
the first Wesleyan missionaries arrived in Ceylon in June 1814 he
eagerly assoeiabed himsell with them, though he appears to havae
worshipped with the Angliecan Communion. In a letter dated
Colombo, 19th July 1814, to the Methodist Missionary Committee

in London, there are passages of spocial interest from their reveal-
ing character ;—

“Permit a friend, though a stranger, to do himseif the pleasure of
writing to those whe are ever dear to his heart. Permit me, a long exiled
member of your society, to express my joy on being once more restored to
the people 1 love., ¥Your Missionaries are arrived, and have been kindly
received, by the Government of Ceylon,—* Praise the Lord’.—From the
year 1787 to 1799 I was a member of your society, and ia the army. In the
last mentioned year, on going to Gibraltar, I was made instrumental in
establishing a society, which, I am happy to understand remains till this
day. From Portugal I sailed for India, in 1708 ; since which time I have
not had the smallest correspondence with your society. In 1800 I arrived
here, where, in the same year, I lost my partner in life, also a member of
your society, from the city of Cork. Since the beginning of 1861 I have been
at the head of the high school at this place, and have thus had an opportu-
nity of qualifying myself, in some degree, for the wark dearest to my heart,
that of preaching the Gospel. :

“For a number of years, different circumstances seemed to combine
together to thwart my wishes in this respect ; but in the year 1810, Provid-
ence began to open the way before me: and ultimately in 1812, by the
removal of the last surviving Dutch Clergyman on the Island, every
o:rstacle was removed. 1 was licensed to preach in Cingalese, and to that
long and greatly neglected people, the Portuguese, so called, In these lan-
guages I preach and teach as the Lord enables me: and though I cannot
yet boast of mach fruit, I have very great reason to believe, that my poor
labours are not altogether in vain ........
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“3Since the year 1810, 1 have visited the schools in the district of
Columba, three times: and in the months of March and April last, the
schools of the Galle and Matura districts, At present there are 100 Cingalese
schools; and to each school there are generally three masters, These enjoy
certain privileges beyond the other inhabitants; and also a small monthly
salary of eight rix-dollars among the three—-eight rix-doliars are equal to
fourteen shillings English, The number of Christians belonging to these
schools, is very great: but alas! the name is all that they esteem

I trust firmly that their [the Wesleyan Missionaries] labours will be
blessed ; while unshackled with eternal chains of decrees, they will with
zeal proclaim the Lamb of God, that takeih away the sins of the world.—
G may I be allowed to take a humble partin this most glorious work, -~ It
was with this view that I resigned, in 181 T, a lucrative employment, and
every hope of increasing wealth. This is all my desire, to spend the remns
of my days in spreading the fame of that Saviour whose grace made ~

happy in a humble station, through the instramentality of the people called
Methodists,””

On the 1st April 1815 he writes again: ‘ Basides the
superintendence of the gseminary, I preach four or five times every
week.” 1n 1812, on the death of the Rev. B. A. Giffening, ' Head
Clergyman of the Reformed Churdh in the District of Colombo ”,
he was appointed Proponent, or Lay Reader, or Catochist, and
licensed to preach in Sinhalese and Portuguese. Acting under the
direction of the Hon. and Rev. Dr. Twisleton, Senior Colonial
Chaplain, he took charge of the Anglicar members in the Peaftiah,
who worshipped in the Wolvendaal Dateh Chureh till in Septem-
ber 18186 the first church of §. Paul's was built for their use, It
is-an interesting fact ”, writes the Rev. F. L. Beven, " that though
8. Paul's Churah dateg only from 18186, itg Baptismal, Marriage and
Burial Registers date from 1812. The events they record must
bhave taken place at Wolfendahl Church”. Mz, Beven writes also ;—
" Almost all the Baptisms during that period were signed by him
[Armour] , and, what is more surprising, the Marriages. Mr. Armour
was, during that period, not in orders at all”.*

Armour's ministerial labours were not confined to his parish in
Oolombo. From 1814 he wag frequensly at Moratuwa, not only
inspecting schools, but alsp converting people and baptizing ¢hild-
ren. ' His work in the district during a period of fifteen years, ag
Proponent, Dencon and Priest, had beer as much as a non-rasident
minister could do............Within the brief #paco of one year and
half Mr. Armour had traversed the whole district of Moratuwa, and

E3

A Short History of the Church of St, Paul’s, Peah. By thwe
Rev. F. Lorensz Beven, . a.
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became asquainted with the people und their sipiritual needs,_ an_d
more Prasbyterians came over to the Church in his time. If llfue is
fio ba reckoned, not by yvears, but by labours, then My, Armour lived
fong .1

Canon G. B. Bkanayake kindiy supplies the following:—"' By
a lether dated February 2, 1813, Dr. Twisleton, Chaplain to Gov-
arnment, applisd fo and obtained from Government an offieial Order
on the Rev. Mr. Palm, Pregident of the Consistory of the Dutch
Church at Wolfendah!, who was opposed to ths Sinhaless of the
Refermed Churoh using the said church, that the Church be open
and free at half past four on Friday afternoon nexh for the purpose
of enabling Armour to preach a sermon in Sinhalese, and to unibe
in marringe Mudaliyar Don David De Alwis to tha danghter of
SBamarakoon Mudaliyar,

“ By lottor dated January 13, 1817, His Bxeellency the Gover-
nor wag pleagsed on the recommendation of the Hon. Dr. T. J.
Twislaton, Chaplain to Government, to appoint Armour Commissie-
nor or Commissary Politio on the part of Government in the Dufich
Consistory of Wolfendahl.”

It will be seen from what hag heen already said that Andrew
Armour’s early connection with the Methodiste in Iraland and afte-r-
wards kept him closely attached to their official representatives in
Ceyvion. His religious ideals, practices, and his Isnguage wero
Methodist. With the newly-arrived Methodists in Ceylon he was
naburally “ a fallow-labourer and a brother . He wont ‘with them
in their preaching visits to the villages near Colombo: 8o also went
Dr. Twiglefion and other clergymen. He engaged for them the
houge in Dam Street, and later arranged the purchase of the house
and premises which sfill ¥remain the property of the Mission. .He
transiated into Porfuguese the hymns sung at the formal! opening
of the Mission House. His son John, afterwards an anthority on
Kandyan Liaw, was to be lodged with the missionaries in Galle
with a viaw to ** probable future usefulness .

In 1816 and 1817 he gaid he was dissatisfied and unhappy in
his place nnder Governmenb, He vesigned his office asi.;_Propunenli,
offered himself to the London Wesleyan Committes asa missionary,
and begged the Cevlon Commities to recommend him. But from
this position he soon withdrew. He appears to have heen at this

-i‘ ' JubﬂeeMemonals, Hol_y Em:ﬁanuel Church, Moratuwa,
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time in an unhappy state of indeaision, wishing to return to India
and teach in a gchool at Madras. He was restored bo his propenent.-
ghip. Meanwhile the London Methodist Committee had set him
down ag one of the Agsistants to the Coylon Missionaries, the other
being Petrug Panditta Sekarras, Armour is not go setidown in the
Ceylon lists, and cloger connexion wmh him wag not cenmdered
expedient, '

His links with the Church of England wete now strengthened,
Mr. Beven writes, on information given to him:—

“On the occasion of the visit of the Bishop of Calcatta (x821) to con-
secrate the Church he went to him and humbly confessed that what work
he had done hitherto had been fwithout sanction or commission’ and
asked that it might be forgiven him and the commission he desired granted
him. The Bishop, on enquiring into the work he had dome, and recog-
nising in it the experience of journeys and perils snch as characterised the
labours of 8., Paul, examined him and found that he knew all that was
necessary for Ordination, and . his Ordination followed. Four years later,
on the 215t September 1825, he was admitted to the Priesthood by Blshop
Heber, who had then succeeded Bishop Middleton at Calcutta.

He wag ordained Deacon at 8. Pater's, Forl, on tha 29th of
May, and appointed Chaplain of 8. Paul’s, Pettah. Seven vears of
useful labour followed his Ordination, and he died as Colonial
Chaplain of this Church, which was indeed commonly known ag
" Armour's Church'. Here he laboured with characterisbic
anorgy and piety il his death-in Colambo on the 30th November
1828,

Armour's work as a reviser of translations from the Sinhaless,
made at tia Seminary, has been referred to: The need for Sinha-
lese versions of the Bible was severely felt, and Mr. William Tolfrey
of the Caylon Oivil Sarvies undertook the translation of the New
Taestament, He died in January 1817 hefore the work was com-
pleted, and Armour wag appeinted in his plaecea together with Chater
of the Baptist Mission, and Clough of the Weslayan., For the
‘Waesleyang, Armour transglated also a handbook of the Society’s
rules, and a volume of Chrigtian Institutes. From all this it will
bo seen that Andrew Avmour was indeed a man of werth, whose
name staxds among ths foremost of those plonsars who have labour-
ed for the apread of Christian trath and enlightenment in Ceylon,

-

—_

DUTCH BURGHER UNIONW iis

THE DUTCH REFORMED CHURCH
IN CEYLON 1602--1795.

Extracts from a work on © De Hervormde Kerk in
Nederlandsch Qost Indie ™
by C. A. L. van Troostenburg de Bruyn,
lately Predikant at Batavia.

Translated by the late F. H. de Vos Esq., Advocate, and
prepared for publication by Dv. H. U, Leembruggen.

{Continued from page 81 of our last issue).

CHAPTER VI.
Krankbezoekers of Ziekentroosters.

(VistToRs Ok COMFORTERS OF THE SICK)

As regards Ceylon, we read the following aboub them. ‘The
visitors of the sick were for the use of the Dufch inhabitants, and
were under the ministers, especially in the outsfations. They had
to visit the hospikals, feach the orphans, and hold servises during
the week, and were sent to such small towng or villages as were
inhabited by Huropeans who ware too few in number to permit
of the appointment of a minister. At Colombo they were _shahioned
in the Military and Civil Hospitals, one in Galle and one in Jaffna
one in Negombho in 1707, and they also discharged the duties of a
cabachigt, Bub for the rest, thay seemed to be a sort of ungovern-
able people, who wished o be looked upon as ministers, and yielded
reluctantly to ecclesiastiaal authorisy.*

ES ® £

The comforier of tha siek who had authority fo baptize and

marry was Joaeph'Ba.kelaar, in Ceylon, 1639.

1. Munnich., t.ap. L 73, 11, 84

Ludovici. t.a.p. Introduction rem. 7.
They were specially forbidden to arrogate to themselves
“ aught, (under what pretext soever) that was peculiarly within
the scope of the minister”

Art. IV, bl. 3 of the Instruchons to Comforters of the Sick
and Voorlezers on Ships of War. Amst. 16, 4,

(Catal. pan:l Thys IT, 129, No, 3770).

See also “ Reizen naar Geylon T.C. Woll.  Translaior.
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It eften happened bhat comiorters of the sick were appoinfed

by the eivil authorities without consulting the ecclesiastical autho-
ritles. Jan Pielerszoon whs called Krank-besoeker politico ag he
was appoinbad by the sivil und nob the scclasiastical aubthoritiss,
Hiz ach of appointment was signed by Adrian van der Mayden,
Governor of Ceylon {1853—60, and from 1661 to 1664).

Homas wisitors to the siek did not eonduet themselver well ... ...
The Church Council of Galle mentions, in a letter of 10th January,
1667, to the Classis of Amaferdam, * that a visitor of the sick was
gont to them from DBabavia, bubt that with the approval of the
Government they had sent him back, with a request that no more
of such men be gent to them in the fubure”. Joh. Hendrikez
Paxinga sought to be appointed proponent, but his reguest was mo
" Choequant ™, (rude) that he was sent nob to Ceylon as he wished
but to Holland. '

_Whilsb' the above wag still in the press, I was made aware of a
manuscript in the possession of Prof. Mr. P, A. van der Lith of
Lieyden, containing ** a voyage to the Hast Tndies, from September
1671 to September 1677, by Lambair, comforter of the sick in the
garvies of the Iast India Company”. (264 pages quarto). He
did the voyage on the ship 't Wapen van Gouda, Commander
P, var Alkersloot., This vessel was bound for Ceylon, and our
comtorber of the sick was present at most of the engagements in
that Island snd bhe eoast of Coromaondel and Malaber, under
Admiral Rijelof van Goens, uader the French and Bnglish in 1672
cand 1673, avenbe so imporbant that van Goens sent hiz Becrefary,
Johaunss Lesuwenson overland fo - Amsterdam to veport the
master bo the ** Beventeen .*

OHAPTER VII
Propagation of the Christian Religion.

Ag vegards Ceylon, it was complainod that about the begin-
ning of the 18th contury the sproad of Christianity was ‘‘neglec-

2. Bijdr. tot de I-—L—en V. K. v, N, I, N. Volgr, VI, 1863. bl. 8.
volg. Description of the Journey communicated by Leupe. In
the Journal of Lambair I came across a mistake. On page 44
he speaks of Matara and the clergyman he then (1672) found
there. Ile calls him Johanpes Schee, ‘This is not quite correct.
This person, who died in 1678, was called Jacobus Schee.
Eeﬁms sent by the Glassis of Walcheren and was stationed af
=dile, -
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ted ?,% and that the natives, formerly Roman Catholies, and
afterwards members of the Reformed Church, were at hearti
heathens.* '

1 S Lo

As regards works on Religion. Philippus Baldaens, the cele-
brabed, zealous, and accomplished minister of Ceylon and the Coro-
mandel coast, hag deseribed to us so well in words the religion of
the ** Indians and depicted the same in illustrations that they on
being shewn the book in the presence of an Indian Frincs by a
gentleman who informed us of ib, were amazed bhat it conbained
such a clear exposition of the mysteries of Brabminigm....c....”®
In 175F a Mcohammedan slave in Ceylon embraced Christianity and
recsived his fréedom from the Government.® :

In Colombo a placant was issued on the 14th November, 1669,
commanding a)l people bo eus short the hair of all their mala slayes
who eould not speak Dutich, as then they weré not allowed o wear
hats till they could speak Dutich, with a penalty of three reals vasn-
achter on sach ownér in default afler six weeks from the date of
ibe order. o -

The ek;anq_plé of the Roman Catholic Missioners was referred
to in 1691, and it was desived to exempl the Portuguese from this
ordor.”

For Gaylon' there were purposely chosen as many young msén
ag possible as the duby rested on the ministers fio preach in the
languages of the land. Bub the reason thab sc few preachers
sufficiently understcod® the mnative langusges was according to
Werndly ** because hey were ssldom encouraged o learn the langu-
agos, and shrank from fhe diffieulty of doing so, and from the.
burdensome task they would take upon'thamsel‘\res unlike others.
Thus arose the hatred, persecution, envy, to which some wers in

3. Chr, Langhans. Nieuw-Osst. Ind. Reise. Lpr. 1705. 8.359. Ceylon
‘Literary Register, Vol. 111, page 8. Translator.
4. Hall. Miss. Gesch, IIL. Th. Halle, 1735. XX V1. zant. 5.64.
4. Prof. Hoornbeek. (EHoorabeek). Sorg en Raad. bl 55. bjl het
oustel van Prof. Velts over B in de Gids van 186%. bl. 193 tot
231. . .
Hall. Miss. Nachr. Th. VIL p. 634 (92).
- Munnich, t.a.p. II, 46.
Niemann. t.a.p. bl.-zz. But the natives did not understand
Portuguese in which the Roman Catholics preached. (La Croze
ta,p. £03} -

8. Ludovici Lapid. Zeylan, Intro. Remarks, p. 7.

~1 O
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congaquence exposed. 1t was also nol advisable for a clergyman to
learn & oative language before and until he waa appointed to a
station, otherwise he wounld bs lsarning a language which perhaps
he might not be able to make uge of at a station to which he might
be actually appointed, and all his trouble and study would be in
vain......... It was of just as litéle use if all the school children were
taught in Duteh and made to repeat some forms of prayer and
catochism of which they understood littla or nothing (as they after
gome yearg are baken away from the sehool and alterwards return
to the religion and habits of their fathers) like Dutch bovs, educn-
ted at Latin schoolg who take toc some worldly profession, do not
trouble themselves further with their studies, and in a few years
lose all the benefits of their studies.® Carolug Manieau in 1675
refused to lenrn a foreign language.™®

There have been in the Hast Indies two ministers with the
name Jokannes Boman. The one, born in Haarlem, was appointed
to the Malay congregation there and died in 1668. Ths other, a

' Zeelander, served the congregation of Colombo, Negapatnam, and

Jaffnapatnam, and died in 1701, -Jacobus op den Akker, born at
Moous 65h December, 1644, had studied at Utrecht, and married in
Ceylon Dina Agoba, daughber of the minister Nicolaas Agota and
Sara Visvliet, with whom he was more than filty years married,
When he died (Batavia, 186h April, 1781} at the age of 83 years, §
months, and 11 days, he had been an ackive clergyman in the
Indies for more than half a century.

The Sinhalese spoken in Coylon hag & resemblance as regards
character to the languages in the south of India, such ag Tamil,
Canarese, Malayalam and Telugu, bub the origin and grammatical
consfruchion of the language is quite different from these Dravidian
languages. '

Among our countrymen in the previous eentury, Hadrizan
" Eeland, born 1676, died 1718, Professor at Utrechs, 1701—1718,
gave o ghort bub very clear sketeh of fhis language, with a Sinha-
leso alphabet and a short ligh of words.

y. Van Vollenhoven, £.a.p. bl. 163, 166, 167.

“10. In early times there were many ministers in the Fatherland who
preached in more than one foreign language. Johan Godfried
Manger, minister at Colombo and the last Rector of the Semi~
nary there, preached at Rees-on-the-Rbine in Dutck t¢ some
Dutch skippers who were there in large numbers of a winter,
(Von Recklinghausen, ta.p.IIT, 213). -

e
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In 1734 it was daocided to establish a printing press in Ceylon
for printing in Sinhalese characters. Two years laber the press
was in full working order, and in 1739 it had acquired a certain
pitch of parfection. This was the work of Gustaat Wilhelm, Baron
von Imhoff, Governor of Ceylon, and afterwards Governor-Goneral
of the Dutch Bast Indies {1743-1750). There were printed and
published at -this press for the instruction of tha natives of the

island fine hooks, the Biblo in the Sinhalese language and charac- =

tiers. The first production of this press was the Lord’s Prayer—

Oratio Dominiea in Lingua Oingalese—to bs found in Du Bois in

his “* Life of the Governor-General—Joharines Thedeuns {1741-1743), -
opposite page 334 in Sinhalese characters. The missionaries of

Tranguebar gave help for thig purpoge.

The Clagsis of Middleburg received in 1710 a specimen of &
parh of the New Testament printed at Colembo in Sinhalese. They
admired the clean and neat print and hoped “‘ that it will prove a
powerful means of spreading the light of Christlanity among the
heathen ”. Thereupon the reverend brothers in Zealand were in-
formed that the Governor of Ceylon intended to print the Bibla in
three parallel eolumns—=Sinhalegse, Tamil and Portuguese. The
Zeelanders thought this a eostly projeet, and concluded their cor- .
respondence with the hope that the need of Roman characters in
Colombo would be speedily supplied from Holland or Batavia.

Tn 1745 the press at Colombo was piaced under the charge of
the Rev. Johannes Philippus Wetzelius, Reotor of the Beminary
there. It had then already produced ten or twelve different works
in Sinhalogse and Tamil, of large and small catechisms, prayers,
foymularies from the New Testament, etoe. :

According to some, already in 1658 a Sinbalese Grammar had
been printed on the orders of the Dutch Bast India Company, bub
was naver to be had in the trade.?? However, thera were in 1681
translations of soma in Sinhalese, and the ' Seventeen * deeided on
the 28th June, 1703, to have a Grammar printed in Sinhalese and
Dutch, but the information given to us by Grey Sharpe appears o us
gearcaly credible. 'We do not, however, veabure to contradict him.

12, According to Grey Sharpe in Append. after Thomas Hyde. Syn.
togma Dissertationum Oxon. 1767, Vol. 1L, p. 528,
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Besides the above, sermons have been published in Colomba in

Sinhaless.:® Rav. Johannes Ruil, minister at Colombo, and the

first Rector of the Sinhalese Seminary there (died May 1701);
wrobe a Sinhalese Grammar, Belgico Idiomate Seripta.**
necessity of a knowledge and use of thig language™® In this
Gramumar, the fundamental rules ara shortly and clearly shewn.*®
The Seventeen formed the plan o have them printed. The Classis
of Amgberdam sent on the 20tk Deeamber, 1703, information of this

to the Church of Batavia.*”™ The publication of it was carried

ont,*®

He has also translated writings into Sichalese, assisted by his
companion in office, Simon Kat. It is a plty that between them"

there should be so many differences with regard to the- Sinhslege
language. This minister Kat had before served as Chaplain of the
Fleeb, and was at the end of 1669, or in the beginning of the foliow-
ing year, minister at Colombo. Albthough not a ycung man, he

applied himself diligently day and night to acquiring a knowledge:

of the Sinhalese and Mamil languages. The Chiel Government
sought the opinion of the Chureh Couneil of Batavia on Kat's publi-
gation, and they examined and praised his work highly. He

compiled & Binhalese-Dubech and Dutbeh-Sinhalese Dieliionary, -and

made himeell very meritorioug also by other useful works.*? ™

Like both the last-named ministers Ruel and Kat, the cle1gy-

man Wilhelmus Konijn, and the already named Johannes Philippus

Wetzalius, have been of great service by their translations and som-

pilations of more Christian books in the Sinkaleso language. The
formar, Konijn, was born in Amsterdam, studied at Franken, and:

13. Vier prédicatien, door de Liefhebbers der Waarheijd in the Singa-

lisché taal overgezet en door taalkundige naar kerkenordre

perevideert, door J. B. Armhardt, Colombo’s Comp, Drukk.
1753, 4 ©. Lapidarium Zeylanicum. Iatrod.rem. bl.g. (See
Ceylon Literary Register, Vol. IL, p, 103-«-1 ranslator).
14. Hofstede. O, Indic. Kerkr. II, 30.
15, Tempe Helvetica IV. 650.5. q.
- 16, Miss van de Classis van Amsterdam-—aan de kerkenraad van

Colombo ‘dated 8th November, x70f (in a large collection of -

letters in the possession of Heer J. L. Beyers of Utrecht).
bl. 24.

17. Letter from Batavia to the Clagsis of Amsterdam, st Dec. 1704,

18, James d' Alwis. The Sidath Sangarawa. Colombo, 1852, 8 o.
p. CEXIX,—CCL, XVITIL, '

{(Dutch) Die uitgaaf is tot stand gekomen).

19. P.de Jong. Catalog. MSS, Orient, Biblioth. Academ: Regiae

Scient Lugd, 186z, p. 283. Neutdenburg. ta.p. bl, 78,

Amsters
dam, 1708, 4°. I the preface he shews clearly and forecibly the

-~
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same o Ceylon in 1706 ag proponent, ' a minister of greab worth
and dissination .2 The other, Wetzelius, (Wesseiiuy) of Harder.
wijlk,®* (exammed and appointed as proponant at Amsterdam, 99nd
Mareh, 1717}, came via Batavia to Ceylon, was then stationed af
(alle, later at Colombo and the stations under thaé jurisdiction,
Ho succesded Petrug Kalden as Reetor of the Seminary.?? He
possesgsed an extraordinary knowledge of the Sinhalese language,
end preached in it with great eagse and effect. The Directors of ihe
Fast India Company have acknowledged and appreciated hiz zeal
and abiliby, By a resolution of the 18th November, 1745, he was

‘presenfed with some books from the Fatherland.

Among the theological ** Symbolische schriften ™, Iitaralesl,

adifying, and other writingg which were published with the azsist

ance-and co-operation of the above-named men in the Sinhalese
language, we menkion especially Het H. Bvang. Unzer Heersn naar
de Baschrijving van Mattheus, Marcus, Tiucas en Johannes, uit de
oorsprongkelijke Greiksch in de Singaleische #aal overgebracht en
hahoorlijk gerevidesrd. Colombo, 1739 : Cateshismus van Heide]-
barg, Colombo, 1741; De Handslingsn der Apostolen, Colombo,
1771 ; Do Galoop-belijdenis, 32 blz. 8o, 1742 ; De 12 Artikelen des
Geloof; De 10 Geboden; Hat Gehed des Heeren ; Benige Gebaden :
Singaloesche leer-redenen van inlandsche geestelijken, 1784 ; Leer-
boekjes; Ben Compendium van (ods-diensbige Waarheden ; De
Tormulieren. voor de Bediening der Saeramentem; De 1fste en
‘)33['.6) Psalmen ;  Loeviticus en Numeri, 1789 (moshly transla-
tions

When in 1737 there arose a digeugsion abont the franslation of
the name °' Jehovah ™ in Sinhalese, it was resolved not to translate
it but to preserve it in its original form, with the additicn of a
marginal note.

20, Hall. Miss. Gesch II1. Th. Halle 1723, KXVI. Cont, p. 64 (1747
p. 660, Dr. Wijmalm. t.a.p. page 470.

zi. . (My notes say that he was a native of Hesse—? and came out in
the «* Prins Eugenius ', 1727, as Predikant. Transiator.

22, (A nat;ve of Wezel, Came out in the ship Magdalene. Tygns-
latar ‘ ‘

23, Notes of G. M. Deipmt at page 172 by G. Zschokke. Historical
view of the present state of Christianjty over the whole world
Francken, x823,—8 o. Catalog., Bibl. Grom’ng O T Van
Eerde 7 1833 fol. p. 54.

Tijdsehrift v. Nederl, Ind, 3d ]aarg No 7 154. p. 2 JoJ. Marcel
batalogue Paris 1856 8 o. p. 118,
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Trom Kom]n we have especiaily “De Heidelbsrgsehe. Kate-

-~ ghismus ™, " De Vier Evangelion”, and other works.

Waetzeliug translated a religious handbook ** Kort ontwerp van '

da leers der Waarheid die na de Godsaligheyd is™, 1744. Reprodue-
od under the supervizion of Henrieus Chriatolf, Phlhpsz Colombo,
1790. 80 Dutch and Sinhalese title. Dutch preface, and the dedi-

cation in Latin, Dubch, and Sinhalege. Printed at tha Company’s - -

Press by Johan Fredrik Christian. Webzelius also published a
* Yingaleesch Belijdenisboek —a school-book containing the frue
principles of the Christian religion, 46 pages, 1738, 8o, 2nd edition,
1749, From this sams person perhaps came the Sinhalege Formu-

lary Book containing the Church Liturgy. We must also here ©

mention a prayer book and a revised edition of the New Testament
in Sinhalese.

Mattheus (Matthiag) Wemelskirehor, or Van Wemelskirchen,
“minister at Colombo and the dependencies Caltura, Negombo, and
Cotta, and also in service ab Jaffnapata.n, under whom the Colombo
-Seminary (of which he was Rector) flourished most, published in
Colombo, 1755, a Singaleesch (Gezangboslje, including the Lord’s
Prayer, Ten Commandments, Psalm KXXITI, LI Verses 1 and 2,
also Simeon's Anthem. In the year 1723, set to the meire P.
Dathere, by the Modliars Anthony Perera and Louis de Saram, and
examined and approved by the Couneil, now for the edification of
the Sinhalese who can sing, for the first time printed and revised
by M. Wirmelskireher, 8o. A copy of this work ig to be found in
the Library of the Dutch Missionary Society of Robterdam.

Sigigbertus Abrahams Bronaveld, born of European parents at
Colombo in 1723, edueated in the Ceylon Beminary, was admitted
s shndant at Leyden in the State College, 92nd September, 1744,
There he read & thesis, De Imputatione peceati Addemiiiot immediaia
ex loco Paulino, Rom. V. 12 demonstraie, under Albert SBehulters
99th June, 1746. He also wrote De procuranda Indorum Salute.
He wag minister at Malacoa, Galls, Colombo, and ad interim ab
Negapatnam. He also visited Tranquebar in 1748, He preached
in Dutch, Tamil, and Sinhalese. He also understood Portuguese,
witnesg hig publication of the Psalmg in that language, which was
translated by the Rev. Jae, op den Akker. From him there are
besidas others, the following works :—" Bingaleesch Psalmen en
lofgezangen op de gewoone sangmaste onzer kerke overgezet en
hetreimd en tot de Singaleesche Christenen, met volle togstemming,

bUﬁ!cHBURGHER UNIOR

2 van de Hooge 0verheld dezer ella.nds nu merkeh]k vermedeer& en:
U verba&erd opmeuw in hot hcht gegeven, . Colombo, 1768. ong parﬁ '

- Thers were in the serviee of tha Duteh Hash India Compa.ny'

i -one English migsionary callad Phlllps one proponent of bhe same ..
<+ name ; and three ministers.,  The lasf three were all in service in
. Oeylon, Two of them stood to each other in the relation of father <"
“and gon. -Both wera stationed at Uolombo. The familymSa.ra;m‘
- or'de Saram-—wag eonnected by marriags with the }?hilip'sz family - :
i+ —witness an inseription on a tombstone in the churchyard of = -
*.. Colombo ~ which runs thus:—Buried, Corn. Hendr. Philipsz,2*
T -ris;t;ibter of H. Philipsz and Christoffsl de Savam:. Died 9tk April,
S Hendrik Philipsz or F111ps wag a Smha,lese by birth. He wag s
.- firsh educated in the Colombo Seminary. He afterwards studied’ e
- Theology at Utrecht {not at Leyden as some would wrongly make

out). Befors he went to Utrecht he appears to have livad for a = -

was sbationed at Colombo in the ‘‘ outside church”, that is, ab

. Wolvendaal, laboured there from 1757 to 1788, and died about R
1791, He lived a mile from the City of Colombo, at Wolvendaal . = 7"
. and yearly vigifed the dependent districts. He preached in Duteh =i
.and Sinbslese, and diseussed, like his fellow-shudent Henrmus, bhe'--

" Heidelberg Catechiam, R

This Henricus Philipsz pubhshed the following in Sinbalese: ——-: o
1771. DeHandelingen der Apostolen (quarta) at Colombo.c :

- 1772. De Brief aan de Romeinen (quatto)

- 1773, De Brioven aan de Corinthen en de Galathen

{quarto)
1775. De Briaeven zan de Ephesen PhlllppenSen Kolog-

- senen Thessalonisensen, die aan Timothsus,

Titus, Philomon, en aan de Hobreen (qua.rto)
Colombo

24. Hendrik Philipsz, teacher .t Colombo, {1757- 1788) was born 1733

(died 19th May, 1790)—married Susanna Scharf (a Dutch lady)
who died 15th June, 1781, leaving 2 daughter Cornelia Henrica

" ‘short fime in Amsterdam, = Afterwards, having been appointed = - e
_Proponent there, 6th September, 1756, and on the 45h. October,
predikant for Caylon, he left for Coylon in the company of the sama |

Willem Juriaan Ondaatje with whop he had gone to Holland, He. - -

(Hendrika) who married Christofiel de Saram, 4th Maha Muda~ L

. liyar of the Governor's Gate. Translator.
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1776. De Algemeone Zendhrief en de Openbaringen
198G, De 4 Fvangalien {guarto)

1783. Cenesiy (quarto)

1786. Exodus (quarto}

WMost of these btranslations were from the originals info
Hinhalese, and publishad with fhe approval of the Chief Governmont
of Joylon, and printed in the Company’s Press by Johan Fredrik
Christoph-Dornheim. The prinbter's srrors, which had erept into
the previous ediiions, ware correched in later editions. On some

partg, such as ' De Bvangelisn ” and " De Handelingen ", Rev. .

Joachim Fybrands had alse worked. His son, H. ¢. Philipsz,
appointed proponent about 1790, and who succeeded his father in
1792, in the same songrogation, published the ** Kort ontwerp van
de leera der wasrheid, dis na de Godsaligheyd is ™ duly revised
according to the Chureh order, and fres of printer’s errors. Colombo,
1790, ¢ uarto.

The already mantioned predikans, Fybrandsz, or Fybrants,
was also born in the Indies in 1724, probably in Colombo, and wag
of Buropean descent. He was edueated in the Colombo Seminary
titl he was sent at the expense of the Government to Holland for
hig sbudies. Afb the age of 20 years he wag, on the 2%nd September,
1744, admitbed as a siudent at Leyden by the Recbor, Joban van
den Henert, in tho States Collega. Affer three vears’ sbudy he
vefurned to fhe Indies, and was appointed minisber at Colombo,
where he preached, besides in Dutich, in Malay and Sinhalese also,
and wag highly esteemed. Trom 1791 to 1780 he and H. Philipsz
togather publishod in six parts the books of the New Testament
translated from the Greek into Sinhalese, printed in that language
and characters, at Colombo in quarto,

After the language of Formosa, Portuguese dermands our atten-.

tion, This language wag a very useful medium for spreading the
Reformed Religlon in the Hast Indies. A knowledge of thatb
language was necessary for a minister in the East Indies, to
reform the Portugnese congregation and to ' vid them of the leaven
of Popery " introduced by our predscesscrs, the Portuguese, Thig
was also felt in the Fatherland and that too early. Indeed, ag early
ag the 12th June, 1695, the Church Couneil of Amsterdam formed
the idea of compiling a eatechism in Portuguese, And laber in the
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first half of the 18th cenbury, the Classis of Walcheren desired thab
translations of the Bible should be not only into Sinhalese and
Tamil, but also into Portuguese. The Porbuguese language wag in
use everywhere where the Portuguese had congregations. Sermons
wera preachad in Porbuguese in various places, among obthors ab
Babavia, from 1633 bo 1808, It was spoken in Malaces and Ceylon,
acd served ag a medium in freating of religious subjeets. A% the end
of the 17th ecentury bhers were in the distriet of Colormbo many per-
gong in the gservice of the Chureh who used the language. Desides
the ministers, there wers then in bha gervice of the shutehss and
schools the following :—

1 Portugusse Voorlezer, who went fo teach in the houses of
ths congregation, at & rixdollarg a monih.
1 " Preceplor along the houses in the Hort, at 2% rds a monbh.
Preceptor in the Ciby, at 21 »ds a month.
16 Schoolmagters in the villages, each at 1 ¢/5 rds & month.
7 Schoolmagters af Halubare, each a4 1 9/5 vds & month.

The Portuguese language had spread over the whole island of
Ceylon. ' Of all Asia™, says Valentyn, the best Portuguese was
spoken then by us {Dutch), about the end of the 17th cenbury.,
Aboub 1684 the guestion was put by the Batavian Minister to those
in Ceylon, to what exbent $ha language was necessary and effectual
in religious mabters. And as vegards the Babtavian congregation
itgelf, we read * that they must learn good Portuguese s that they
may understand their minister. The low Portuguese that was
spoken was quibe unsuitable to express the bruths of the Gospel™.

Rev. J. Poraira A, &' Almeida translated the New Testament into
Porbuguese, and it was printed at Amstordam in 1681 {guarto). I&
was ra-printed ab the same place in 1719 in octavo., Thoe sitls was;
“ (O Novo Testamento traduzide sm Porbugueso pels Rov, Padva J.
Pareira A. 4 Almeida. Batavia by Heemen, 1773, 8o. Also ab
Tranguebar, 17685, 8o. Various publications are mentioned in the
Hallssche Missions (Geschicte, 11I. Th. Halle. But when 1600
sopies of these were shipped for India, the sevenieen ordered them
to be unshipped to be destroyed, on account of the many mistakes
found in them. [(Fereira had himseli desired this).?®But all copies
wore nob destroyed, Many were disfributed in Ceylon (%584). And

25. Letter of the Church Council of Batavia to the Classis of Amster-
dam, 30th November, 1684, and 5th February, 1685.
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i 1792 there wero offered to the ministers in Ceylon many Portu-
guese Testaments, and eopies of the Heidelberg Cateshism and
- Liturgy printed in Amsterdam, and lying in the Government Stores,
to be givew away. Fereira had also translated and verified the rest
of the Psalms......... Thare appsared in Portuguese many other
very useful translations. Johan Philip Fabricins, Danish missionary
of Madrag, translated Arndt's Paradizshofje.

Tamil fype was cast in Colombo in 1777 by Baas Hendriksz,
And who wers the men who rendered the most service by their
givdy of Tamil? We do nob mean here those learned men in
Burope who have made a sbudy of this language, bub those who
have excelled in this language in the Indies. They were mosily
acolosiagtical peoople, and besides those already named were
Phitippus Baldaeus, Simon Rat, Adr. de May, Adoli Cramer, Joh.
Phil. Waetzeliug, Sigishh Abrabam Bronsveld, Johan Joachim
Fybrandsz, Philip de Melho, M. J. Ondaatje, W. Konijn. These
wara all elergymen, and almost all Dutchmen. Also Bartholomeusz
Zisganbalg, Hendrik Plutschau, Benjamin Schultze, Johan Philip
PFubricing, Obuch Joan Bm. Grundier and John.*®

Thesae 'were all missionaries, most of them from Denmark.
Thero muat alse be mentioned here Philip Jansz, Adrian Jansz de
Farnando, Dirk Ottley (Junior} ** not clergymen but laymen, who
ware wall varsed in the language. Alse thse native interpreter
Francois de Fongoer and & cerbain Christof, teacher tic the mission-
aries ; finally those who assisted and pushed on missionary work
and transladion of the Seripbures, viz., Gustal Wilhelm Baron van
Imhoff and Julius Steyn van Gollenessa,*® Governor of Caylon in
the middle of the 185h century.-

Of translation into Tamil wo musb first mention the transla-
fion of the whole Bible of Ziegeubmlg'a.nd Sehultze, later revised by
Joan Philip Fabricius, Danish Missionary at Madras, the Penta-
teueh, the Old Testament, and the Apocrypha, namely the Boek
Strach, some Psalms of David in Tamil verse, and gebt o rousic in

26, We believe thafwrfhe mother of the late Archdeacon Mooyart w;é
+ g danghter of this missionary., Pransiator,
" 2y, Otley helped in the translation of the New Testament into Tamii,
January 17c2.

z8. A ndtive of Grol. IHe was Sergeant xyz3, Ensign 1724, Lieutenant
1729, Captain 1730, Commandeur, Malabar Coast, 3733, and
was married to Cornelia Magdalena van Cloon. {vansiafor.
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Duteh by Philip de Melho, Colombo, 1755, 80. With respact to
the translation of the New Testament, we find the following writ-
ben :—"* God has in His goodness provided that in this Island of
Ceylon His Word iz proolaimed and preached, not only in His own
language to the natives, but translated and printed in His own
tongue, o that through the indefatigable industry and zeal of our
late Governor here, but now Governior-General, the Press here in
Colombo has been so well established thab, besides some Cate-
chisms and Prayer Books, the four Evangelists have baen printed
in Sinhalese. -

Sinee which time, not only have the following works been
franglated into Sinhalese and Tamil, and revised according to a
Church Order, viz,, some formulary books, catechisms and sermons,
and the 4 Fvangelists and the Acts of the Apostles in Tarmil, but
these have been printed under the fatherly providenss of our present
Governor, Juling Valentyn Steyn van Gollenesse.

Besides the following we rust mention the usuai Church

papers, labbers, efo., which were in the usual course buf spaedily
translated, viz., '

Fon Vraagboskje {by Baldasus).

Da Ziekenfroost,

Het formulier des doops vaor kinderen en volwassenen.

Morgen en avond-gebeden.

(Gebeden voor en na de predieaten, voor en na het eten.

Grebeden on regen en vruehtbaar javen,

Hen dankuegging fot God na een overwinning over de vijanden.

Hen gebed voor het heei-loger uit trekkende ten strijde.

LEen gebed voor misdaadigers ter dood veroordeeld.

Heti formulier van trouwen.

Henige Psalmen na de Malabaarsehs rijm-kunst &’ zamengesteld
om in de kerken te zingen. :

Henige predicatien.

Hetl gobed dos Heersn.

Het Apoatoliseh Symhbolum, with Tamil characters, and Latin
and Boman letters thereunder.

The wative interpraber already mentioned, Francois de Fonseca,
who assisted Baldaeus in the above work, worked under the super-
vision of Baldaeus himself. Wverything was considered * word for
word ", Most of these Tamil works wers printed in Robterdam by
Jobannes Borsting in 1671,
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The Colomho minister, 8imon Cat, was specially praised for
Lis great zenl, ¥Fe was also of the opinion that the Goszpel should
be made known to the natives in their own langnage. He therefore
seb to work to franslate the Bible, and to study languages—properly
so called.

Among other works of Ohureh literature translated into Tamil
there were the Heidelhergsche Catechismus, also abridged as a lesson
hook for the youth, Kinder Catechismus, and the Catechismus van
Luther.?® Sometimes, with the Catechism was bound a Prayer
Book, Ag a help to the study of languages there were dictionaries,
We read of more than one missionary and clergyman who worked
in Ceylon and elsewhers on the compilation of dictionaries. A
Tamil Dicfionary by the misgionary Fabricius was printed at
Weperi in 800 copies.®® '

There wore many rulers who encouraged the work of eonver-
sion. The Governor of Caylon, J, A, Bumpf {died 1723) wasg pleased
whag it wag veported to him that ‘‘ the heathen came flying more
aud more fio the windows of our Chureh like doves full of hopa ”,
and the first Commandeur of Jafnapatnam, Anthony Pavileon, was
of great assistance to Baldasus in the spread of Christianity. With
thoss who paid regard to the requisite wisdom and moderation we
find slow progregs and small numbers. Ths same Baldaeus, who
reformad the native and dapandent congregadions of Jaffnapatnam,
calebrated first at Telipoli {Tellipally, near Jalfna} the Sacraments,
1%th Yanuary, 1861, with only 192 sommunicants; thereafter, 13th
April, with 15, and afterwards on hig departure with only 30, His
opinien wag that " above all things, » minister’s duty was to know
with whom he had to do, that young Christian converts eould
not bs burdened with difficult tenebs, long questions ™, * and
abstruge mysteries.” Rev. Willeme Juriaan Ondaabje baptized onca
in & single visit 1,600 nabives. Somebtimes means searcely legiti-
mate were resorted to for conversion.

» ® »

in view of what took place in Ceylon, the Classis of Nortk Hol-

fand in 1700, in a letter, strongly animadverbed on the fact that in

2g9. The grd edition, improved and corrected by M. J. Ondaatje, pro-
poment. On the Tamil title there is the date 1788,

30. In the Catalogus wan de Bibliotheek de Leidsche Maatsch, van
Nederl. Letterk, 3 dla, te Leiden by S, and J. Luchtmans, 1847,
there is a very full account of Tamil publications in Ceylon, in
the last edition.
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goms places offorts were made by “ Illegal and improper means to
Christianize people, that is, to bring them to baptism : that with
respech to those who were not baptized, it wag declared that they
should forfeif a third part of their pessessions: and thaf if those
baptized did net go to Church, or send their children bo sohool,
fhey were subjeel fo a fine ',

Baldasus also disapproved of the persecubions and punighments,
and hard meagures against heathens and Mohammedans on reli-
gious grounds.’* Natives thuz embraced Christianity on worldly
grounds through fear of their enemies, and ag Christians o be pro-
tected by the Company as its subjecis, To be Christians and to be
under the Government of the Hast India Company were inter.
changeable expressiong, Other motives hslped to increase the
number of Christians.

Dutieh zoldiers were aliowed to marry Sinhalege wemen only on
the condition of their wives becoming Christian.”* There was thus
established a sort of nominal Christianity, and Churches and
sehools wenf to ruin.?®

{To be continued)

3%. Baldaeus. Ceylon, bl. 155.
32. Tennent’s Ceylon II, 57. Note.
(In Ryclof van Goens (Jr.) Memoir to his successor Laurens Pyl,
3rd December, 1679, there is the following passage:—"Het
tronwen met zwarte vrouwen is reeds op Ceylon verboden om
geen mesticen van Europeesche vaders gebreken,”

33. See the report dated Colombo, 18th March, 1704, to the Governor
of Ceylon, Mr. C. L. Simonsz, by the clergymen Philippus
Goting, Gerardus de Oude, Nicholas Rimersma, Marcus Masius,
and Petrus Synjeu,
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GENEALOGY OF THE THURING FAMILY.

{Compiled by Mr. D. V. Altendorff).

I

Jan Hendrik Thuring of Klensburg, Captain in the Dutich
Navy, married in the Duabch Reformed Church, Wolvendaal,
206h Febma.ly 1791, Angella Wilhelmina Zilwa., He had by
her ;- ’

1 Maria Magdalena, baphised 16th April 1797, married in
the Datch Reformed Church, Wolvendaal, 22nd Febru-

ary, 1813, Johan Konrath Barber, born 15th. December _

1782, son of Michiel Barber and Isabella Angenita
Ferdinand, (D.B.U. Journal, Vol. XXV, page 75).

2 Johanna Elizabelh Henrietta, baptised 10th November
1799, died 27th September 1862, married in St. Peter’s
Church, Colombo, 21st November 18186, Justinus Arnol-
dus van Dort, baptised 17th March 1793, died 20th Octo-
ber 1848, son of Adrinan van Doxt and Justina
Cornelia Visser. (D, B.T. Journal, Vol. XXVIII, pages
18 and 21). '

3 Anna Sophia, born 12th January 1804, married 26th

Auvgust 1828, Beverend Cornelius de Silva Wijesinghe of

the Wesleyar_l Mission.
4 Jan Lodewyk, who follows under I1.

It
Jan Lodewyk Thuring, Medical Practitioner, born 928th
January 1807, died 1st Mareh 1877, married Adolphina Hliza-
beth de Caan, born 17th July 1823, daughter of Henricus
Johannes de Caan and Bartholomina Gijsberta Keuneman. He
had by her:— .
1 Jane Sophia born 12th February 1845, married in the
Duatich Reformed Chureh, Wolvendaal, 21st September
1898, John Bingham, Head Guard, Ceylon Government
Railway.

John Hendrik, born 17th September 1846, died young.

John Franklin, born 17th Sepfember 1846, died 2nd
August 1694, married in the Dutch Reformed Church,
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Matara, 30th May 1872, Fmelia Georgiana Altendorff,
born 26th August 1850, daughter of Gerard Henry Al
endorff and Lincretia Arabella de Caan. (D.B.U. Journal,
Vol. XTI, page 58), They had no issve.

4 TBeata Georgiana, born 80th August 1848, married in the
Datch Reformed Chuarch, Wolvendaal, 30th October
1889, Robert James Roosmale Cocq.

Charles Alfred, born 6th Ocbober 1849,
George, born 1851, died in infancy,
Samuel Martin, born 29nd July 1853,

Arthur Richard Gerald, born 26th May 1855, died 19th
February 1939,

9  Ellen Joselyn, born 15th February 1837, died 28th
November 1926, married in the Duteh Reformed Church, -
Wolvendaal, 24th May 1883, Herbert Lynden Gogerly,

- Head Guard, Ceyion Government Railway, born 29th
June 1860, died 15tk December 1925, son of Daniel
Gogerly, Headmaster, Colombo Academy, and Maria
Johanna Gertruida Lieembruggen. (D. B. U. Journal,
Vol IV, page 25.)

10 Anne Georgiana Jemima, born 29th October 1858, died
g8th February 1886.

11 Walter Peter Yaldwin, Station Master, Ceylon Govern-
ment Railway, born 18th December 1860, died 11th
May 1928, married in the Seots Kirk, Kandy, Drusilla
Sophia VanLangenherg, horn 21s6 November 1870,

. daunghter of Peter Fredevick Van Langenberg, and
Drusilla Sophia Claessen. They had no issue,

12  Charles Vincent, who follows under-III.

18 .Willia.m Wilfred, born 98th March 1867, died 4th Nov-
ember 1940,

G =3 &

ITL.

Charles Vincent Thuring, born 6th February 1868, married
in the Dutch Reformed Church, Wolvendaal, 3rd September
1888, Letitia Charlotte Ingram, born 27th October 1868, died
15th February 1929, daughter of John William Ingram and
Henrietta Lucretia Hbert, (D. B. U. Journal, Vol. VI, page 79).

- He had by her ;—
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John Lindoviel, who follows under 1V,

4 Anne Hlizabeth, born 4th May 1890, died 7th October
v 1890, ‘

3 Herbert Alonzo, who follows under V.

Samue!l Martin Alfred Richard, born 26th May 1894,
died 29nd January 1894. .

Joyce Mildred, born 23rd February 1896, married in the
Duteh Beformed Church, Welvendaal, 8th June 1914,
Felix Christian Gomes.

6 George William Ross, who follows under VI.

Charles Vincent, born 12th May 1901, died 30th July
1906.

8 DLeslie Conrad, born 18th February 1903, died 19th July
1903. i

9 Oliver Edward Roland, born 24th Jaly 1905,
10 Vivien Janet Lois, born 19th April 1909. .
Iv.

John Liudoviei Thuring, Engine Driver, Ceylon Govern-
menti Railway, born 6th May 1889, married :—

{(a} In the Duteh Reformed Church, Wolvendaal, 8th

(=3

October 1910, Dorothy Shaw, born 4th June 1899, °

died 25th August 1934, daughter of Alfred Charles
Shaw and Laura Hindle,

{(b) In the Bethany Mission Hall, Colombo, 9th Decem-
ber 1935, Hazel Ellenorah Schumacher, born 17th
January 1893, daunghter of William Schumagher
and Alice Barber.

Of the first marriage, ho bad :—
Hester Doreen, born 4th Augast 1919.
Tilsie Dehlia, born 25th March 1914.
Phyllis Kathleen, born 28th April 1915,
Herbert Leslie, born 24th October 1916, married in the
Dutch Reformed Church, Regent Street, Colombo, 21st
December 1940, Mavy Petronella Clements, born. 25th

November 1917, daughter of Clifford Stanley Clements
and Lilian Petronella Rodé,

= s kD
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Of the second marviage, he had : —
5 Rachel Tlizabeth, born 93rd November 1987,

V.

Herbert Alonzo Tharing, born 27th December 1881, maxr-
ried in the Registrav’'s Office, Borells, 9th May 1926, Pearl
Dorothy Rajapakse. He had by her:—

i Mildred Hazel, born 23rd March 1938,

3% (Charlotte Letitia, born 3rd March 1940,

VI.
George Willinm Ross Thuring, born 4th June 1899, mac-
ried :—

(a) In the Dutch Reformed Chuych, Regent Sireet,
Colombo, 23rd December 1926, Ruth Claire Muriel
Dirckze, born 3rd June 1908, died 23rd September
1928, daughtier of Hrederick Emanuel Zenophon
Dirckze and Mabel Nicholas.

(b) In the Dutch Reformed Church, Wolvendaal, 28th
May 1938, Georgiana Lilian Ann Brohier, born Tth
Qctober 1906, daughter of Alfred Brotchie Biohier
and Lilian Gertrude Bchokman. (D.B.U. Journad,
Vol. XXV, page 112)

Ot the first marriage, he had 1— _
1 Dunstan Hamilton Ross, born 21st August 1927,
9 Ruth Claire Muriel, born 23rd September 1998,
Of the second marriage, he had : —
Cuthbert Vincent, born 2nd April 1989.
Gerald Walter Royden, born 19th August 1940.
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A *DUTCH HOUSE” FOR CEYLON.
By R. L. BROHIER, ¥.R.G.5.

At a meebing of the Coylon Branch of the Royal Asiatie
Society held towards the end of 1938, Mr. B, Reimers, who was
Government Archivist at the time, delivered a lecture on * Colonial
Dutch Furniture . In the diseussion which ensued, the gradual
digsappearance of such unique relies as old furmiture, china, and
pictures of the Dutch period of oceupabion of the Island, was greatly
deplored. Tt was on this cocasion suggested thab, befors it is too
late, Bome steps should he taken to get together a ;represenha.tiva
collection of Dutch furnishings, in a typically Duteh house, which

- would serve as a permanent feature of bhe attractions which Ceylon
could offer both to touristzs and o students of Dutch History.
Various suggestions were put forward and econsidered. Miss
Jurriaanse of the Archives Department reeommended a fine type of
old Duteh residence situated at Jaffna. But the other speakers
thought the placa too remote, and were seeptical of the likelihood
of bourists going all the way to Jaffna to view this relie of the
Duateh occupation, in view of the fact that desirable residences of

the type required were locally available with all antigue appurben-
ances, :

An esteamad member of the Union, in the person of Mr. Jan .
" Paulusz, who i3 ab the present time the Government Archivist,

warmly fook up the matter. In an article whieh he contributed fo
the “ Daily News ", he concisely summarised the history of this
movement as follows :(—

“Tike the Grand Lama. of Tibet, the idea of a Duteh House for Ceylon
has migrated through a series of births, but on each occasion it predeceased
any real attempt to bring it to maturity. It is unnecessary to trace these
various reincarnations back as far, for instance, as the time of C.A. Loreng,
who was a keen student not only of Dutch law but of the language, litera-
ture and social habits of the people.

It will suffice to turn to the beginning of the present century when Mr.
Brooke Elliott suggested the acquisition of a typically Dutch homestead,
dating from the rule of the East India Company, and furnished in the style
characteristic of the peried. It was to be a museum which would preserve
the physical remains of the normal home life of the Hoilanders in Ceylon.
But even his advocacy proved, in this case at any rate, to have been merely

a veice lifted up in the wilderness, since there was no one to respond, and
the proposal died of inanition.
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About the year 1032 the suggestion again came {o life fr91n qu.ite an
independent source. * Busy Bee'' wrote a striking series of articles in the
“Ceylon Observer'’ on some of the old Dutch houses in Colombo, .and
endeavoured to rouse interest in the preservation of one of these ancient
buildings as a show place for posterity. But, despite the wide attention

© thus attracted to the subject, her efforts also proved to be a mere beating

of the air.

And now the cycle of reincarnation has completed yet another circuit
and, after an abeyancé of nearly seven years, the venerable idea has once
again been reborn.” _

The Editor of the D, B. U. Bulletin, in the issue for Ja.nuar‘y,
1939, expressed the opinion that the Union was fhe proper organi-
zation to move in the matter, and that the present time was oppor-
tune for action. All those interested in the movement were invited
to atbend an informal mesbing to discuss whether the project was
feasible or rot, Those present ab the meeting were:—Dr. E. W,
Arndt, Messrs. L. H. Blaze, R. L. Brohier, the Hon. Mr. A. E,
Kouneman, Messrs. F. B. Loos, J. A. Martensz, Dr.” A. Nell, Mr.
J. G. Paulusz, Mr. and Mrs. J. R. Toussaint, Miss Grace van Dort,
and Mr. B. A. vanderStraaten. Miss Jurriaanse was present by
speeial invitation.

Opinion ag to the secheme had assumed clearer shape by now,
and it was generally agroed that the venue of the institution should
be within the limits of Colombo., Miss Jurriaanse suggested the
acquisition of the building in Borella, which to this day retains ibs
historical associations and elaims to antiquity in the name “Dubch
House”. Tradition holds that it was at one time the hunting
lodge of a former Dutch Governor. Miss Jurriaanse, who person-
ally inspected the building, was of opinion that it presented many
characteristics typical of Dutch artiteeture, and that if the more
modern additions were demolished, this house would in every way
prova suibable for the desived purpose.

Meanwhile the volee of criticism had been raiged. It was
pointed oub that the most diffieult phase of the effort, indead the
only phase of any significance, still Iay ahead—to provide the
money. Anyone, it was said, could talk about a “'Duteh Housa”;
indesd, ever since the days of Lorenz, everybody seems to have
been talking about it ; bub unless the money was forbthcoming,
the whole discussion was reduced to mere futility. Cost was
decidedly a coneideration. It was evident that, in addition to the
disadvantage that this building was some distance from the Port
and off the usual tourist roube, a more difficult aspect of the pro-
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posal would be the (airly large sum of monay that would be reguirsd
fo purchase the property, which is privately owned. The cost
would probably range between ona and three lakhs of rupees,
according to the area it was proposed to acquire.

The possibility of securing an existing building in the Tort or
the Pettah gave rise o many suggestions, and it was urged that
there was no better specimen of the old Duteh house than the
building in Prince Street in the Pettah, now used as the Post Office,
which was formerly the Dubch Orphan Asylum, and bears over the
entrance 4 legend with the date 1780.

Miss Jurriaanse, in the ecompany of the writer, inspected thig
building shortly afterwards. Wa were agreed that, although in
many raspechs it was typleally Duatch, the improvements which
had been effected in more recent times, and certain other features,
vendered the building unsuitable for the purpose contemplated.
Wandering round in search of any other building which displayed
characterigbics of the Duteh period, we came upon one, in Chatham
Street in the Fort, perhaps the only building left unaltered, typi-
cally Duateh. This building, which is next to the premises occeupied
by the Binger Sewing Machine Company, was unfortunately one
which it will be bardly possible to seeure. It had been eonverted
into & mosque.

Two ofher suggestions pub forward were (1) that the Union
might carry out this idea by building a replica of a Duteh House if
the proposal to move the headquarters of the Union mafures; and
(2) that representations be made to the authorities to build a re-
pliss and to provide it with snitable furnishings, in connection with
the scheme to provide a Folk Park and extend the Museum grounds.
The latter propogal found favour with the majority of the members
prasent, who recognized that the scheme is o mabler which touches,
or should touch, the island at large, and that an endeavour should be
made to capbure the interost of all sommunities.

Therse various opinions were duly submiited o the (General
Committee of the Duoteh Burgher Union, which confined itzelf to
the following, duly communicated on their authority to the Council
of the Roval Asiatic Society:—" This meebing resolves that the
. Council of the Royal Asiatic Society be raquested to follow up Miss
Jurriaange’s proposal for a Dubtch House in Ceylon with Dateh fur-
nishings as an exhibit, by representiog to the proper anthorities the

neeassity for doing so ™.
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Liaunched under these favourable auspices, the movement now
became an object of inkerest among the members of the Roval Asia-
tic Sociaby. It was considered at a meeting of the Council held on
85h March, 1939, and it was resolved that the wholo guoestion
gshould be fully gone into by a joint sub-sommibiea of the Society
and the Dutech Burgher Union. This joint sub-commifitee at their
first mesting held on 21st April, 1939, wag of opinion (1) that the
preservation of a characteristic bhuilding of Dutch origin as a per-
manent memotial of their domestic architecburs and surtoundings
was very desirable; {2) thabt preferably it should be situated in
Colombo; (8) that before any recommendation is made, the joint
sub-committes ghould inspscs the available houses; and (4) tha$
the Secretary should wrike to the losal papers ealling for informa-
tion regarding such houses.

Yet another building came within the scope of inquiry of the
guh-cammittes. This waz tha District Judge's bungalow at
Negombo, a very fine fivpe of old Duteh residence, which, it was
stated, wag ahartly to be demolished by the Public Works Depart-
ment. . This building has the date 1685 in large figures on the front
entranca, and it was thought that if the other "' Duteh House”
could not ba securad for the purpose in view, Negombo would nof
ba too far away. A eircumstance which eounter-balapced the dis-
advantage of distance from Colombo was fthat the building was
Crown property, and admittedly a very unigue sfrueture in the
Duteh shyle, too valuable, historieally, to be destroyed.

This new issue was, however, ruled out in due courss ag the
proposal to demolish the building appears to have been reviewed,
and steps have now been taken to re-condition it for continued use
in the role it has hithero served,

The report, which wag in due course compiled by the joint
sub-committee early in 1940, epitomizas the results of the eareful
abtention given fo the matber at several mestings. Very recently,
tha Couneil of ths Royal Asiatic Society (C. B.} agreed that thisre-
potrt should be printed in the current Journal now in the press. The
vital necessity of stimulating an interest among the members of
the Union in a movement which will preserve to posterity a valua-
bla link with the pasb, justifes the rveproduection in full of this
report. It reads as follows :—

We, being three members of the Council of the Royal Asiatic Sociely,
and four nominees of the Dutch Burgher Union, with the Secretary of the
Royal Asiatic Societ_y as Sec;,:eta.ry, were instructed {0 consider and report
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upon the proposal to establish a Dutch House, to serve as a permanent
memorial of Dutch domestic architecture and life. All the Members took
part in the discussions except Mr. R. L, Brohier who was absent from the
Island.

We are of opinion that in view of the important part played by the
Duteh in the social, political, and ecconomic life of the country during
the sevenieenth and eighiteenth centuries, and also in view of the increasing
interest which is being taken in the ethnology and history, the establish-
ment of a House of the nature suggested is of great importance, We are
further of opinion, having regard to the rapid social changes of to-day, and
the steady diminution of the best type of objects illustrative of the peried,
that there should be no delay in taking action effectively to carry out the
guggestion, With regard to its location, we have given consideration to the
fact that at various provincial towns like Jaffna and Galle, there are to be
found baildings with distinctive characteristics which are less marked in
those available at Colombo ; their distance, however, will militate seriously
against that easy accessibility to the largest nmmber which is essential to
the practical success of the scheme; while it will exclude an important
class, the tourist, whose intelligent wnderstanding of the history of the
country is a valnable asset, and also increase the difficulty of adeguate
supervision. We therefore recommend that the building to be selected
shouid be in Colombo.

/Supervision should be in skilled hands and in that respect the Director

of the Colombo Musenm, who has various advisers available, is well guali-
fied. We recommend that the House should be treated as a part of the
Museum and placed in charge of the Director. We understand that much
of the furniture and other fittings which will be needed can he supplied from
the Museum, which has not suflicient room for its collections. If the House
is to form part of the Museum, we feel that it will be an advantage for a
representative of the Dutch Burgher Union to be permanently on the
Museum Committee.

Two buildings were brought to our notice as suitable for the purpose
contemplated, and after a careful inspection we have decided to recommend
the selection of the one now employed as the Pettah Post Office. This
is situated in Prince Street, so called by the Dutch, we understand, in com-
pliment to the son of Raja Sinha, and is in the centre of what was once
their residential quarter, It was an official building intended to be the
Orphanage and is therefore of a more commodious and substantial nature
than a private dweiling house. It openson the rpad, with a verandah or
stoep, the roof of which is supported by pillars of striking height and dignity.
From this an excellent doorway, of the type of which two or three ars to

be found in Jaffna and Galle but not, so far as our knowledge goes, any-.

where else in Colombo, leads within, Over this doorway is a large tablet
with an inscription within an ornamental border, which gives the date of

the building . .. 1782.% Within there is much characteristic timber work,

the chief item being the staircase. The rooms are very large, and the roof
lofty so as to secure coolness.

* This shounld read 1780,
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The old outhauses are also in existence and encloze a small cempound
pical of Dutch town houses. Tt is in the immediate proximity of the
ort and it is easily accessible to tourists, though it suffers from the dig.
dvantage of lack of sufficient parking accommodation ; this disadvantage
s remediable. Tt has however the very great advantage that it is the pro-
erty of Government, se that no money need be spent on acquisition and
ttle on removing snodern accretions.

There is ample accommodation, not ouly for reproducing the living
ooms of Dutch times, but alse for the display of a collection illustrating
11 phases of their life. In the large halls can be shown piciures, arms,
iresses, china and glass, and a library of books and Manuscripts can be
ollected which might be consulted by those interested in the period, It
»ught not to be impossible te arrange to rent out a room to be run as a
refreshment room where Dutch dainties will be the chief attraction. We
understand that the building has been reported to be unsuitable for its pre-
sent purpese of a Post Office, and if this latter can be shifted to a more
central spot like the old Town [all, the building can be dealt with as a
Historic Monument in the manner touched upon by s, We advise that the
opinion of the Museum Committee be now obtained.

The report is signed by the following gentlemen :—Dvr. P, R,
Pievig, Dr. R. L. Spitle!, the Hon'bls Mr. A, B, Keuneman, Dr. S,
Paranavitana, Dr. H. W. Arndt, Mr. B. Reimers and Mr. Aubrey
N, Weinman, the Secrabary, R.A.8., C.B.

The old “ Dubeh House' in Prince Street, which has been
recommeanded for conversion inbo an institufion which will serve ag
a landmark, and lead to & befiter understanding of ths past history
of this Island, has passed through many vicissitudes. Linking it
to those days when it served as the Dutch Orphan Asylum, there -
are thess words elearly cub over the entrance ;- —

PsanM CXXVIT
NISI JEHOVA ALDIFICET DOMUM FRUSTRA
LABORANT ABWDIFICATORES,
A7 MDCOCLXXX

During a later peviod, when the Pottah wag still large and
generally well buils, and confained many fine honses and luzuriant
gardens, the residences of the rich deseendants of the Portuguese
and Duteh, the building was the vesidence of the Count, August
Carl Van Ranzow., With changes in the mode of life in the Potbah,
which compelled the " luxuriant gardens” gradually to make way
for large upstiair shops with piate-glass windows, or the sbores and
bouligues of the Pettah mer¢hants, the house which served as &
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Duteh Orphanage, and labar as a private residence, was put to us
in turn a8 a Hosgpital, the headquarters of the Ceylon Volunteers
now represented by the Ceylon Defenca Fores, a Police Training
School, and lastly as a Post Office.

The Petbah, a the time this building was erscted 160 year: .

ago, hag besn described as having “ some of the streets shaded
with tulip trees and the houses coloured bright yellow, with bands
of red or deep orange round the doors and windows........." Many
of these buildings had ' white earthenware vessels fixed on the
roofs or gables to draw off the avil eye’. Yet, whatever might
have been the hold which superstition had on the people in those
days when the Pettah enjoyed all the privileges of gentility, the
most marked characleristic was domestieity and attachment to
family life. Then, as it is even so now among the majority who
in gome moasure represent a race devoted to hearth and home, the
dominating thought was to preserve as much of the home life of
their fatherland as they possibly eounld.

The aim of a "' Duteh Hounse ” is to preserve and porpetuate in
fomea congrebe form those sustoms and habits, and to re-create that
atmosphere whiech hag hitherfo reposed in writings that have
grown equally old, ‘' Let us imagine ourselves teking a peep into
a Duteh house in the Pettah of Colombo, the Oude Stad or old
city, somewhere in the year 1750". Thera are still many of us,
nob young but not vet ¢old, who ean well remember thig isvitation
extended fo them by Mer. R, G. Anthonisz, In these fimes, when
refroshment and rest may more easily be found in old writings and
fales of the past than in the econtemporary and bopical, it would be
a welecome change fio avail ourselves again of this invitation and

hroathe the atmosphers of domesticity which the world of to-day
knows not.

“In front of if, stretehing the whole length, is an open paved
platform called the stoep, which we have to cross in order to enter
the housa. Openinginto the house from the stoep is a wide poréal

gab in a maassive framework of wood, with heavily panelled shutbars, -

and surmounted by a fanlight filled in with a huge cipher mono-
gram. On either side are lofty windows nearly four feet from tha

ground. The door leads us into the kleine zaal, which is a kind of -

lobby or pagsage, bub is wida enough for two rows of chairs to he
ranged against the wall on either side .....Two deors lead from the
kleine zaal into chambers on eibher side, but we will for the present
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pass on to the zaal or greab hall, which is a wide and lofty room,
stratching across nearly the whole breadth of the building. It is
the living room of $he family, On one side is a long dining tabla

of four square pieces, each standing on a single centre pedestal

atter the fashion of a round table. Around it ars placed & row of
high-backed chairs. An eten kast, which serves ag a larder, and a
kelder or cellaret of calamandsr wood bound with copper, stand
close np. Along the wall are other chairs of diverse shapes and
sizas, some broad and roomy, others small and low. . A rustbank
or settee of ehony, with two footstools beside it, occupies a hlank
space of wall, while by a window near it stands a small table with
a dambord or draught-board. By another window stands a lesse-
naar, or desk of enlamander or ebony, on which lies the Staten Bijbel,
a large folio black letter Bible in heavy wooden boards, covered
with stamped leather and fastened by brass clasps and eorners. In
thig Bible, if we open and examins if, would be found the stamboek
or family regigter, in which the head of the family kept a chronicle
of domestic events. Often a genealogical tree would be attached
to the shamboek to trace the family back to the first seftlers in
Ceylon or 'to some distinguished ancestor in the Vaderland. A
couple of brass eandlestands, a couple of tall gpittoons of the sama
metal, & kantoorje, or writing desk, and a bhookease are other
objeots which atbract our atbention. A large variety of porcelain
jars, ivory boxes, and brass articles of various shapes lie about on
the tables. On the walls are pictures. Some of these are large oil
paintings—not on tanvas, as we have them now, but on broad
wooden panels. On a rack on the wall are a number of swords of
various sizes and shapes, from the old long sword of brags and steel
to the slender weapon, silver mounted and gold chased, which the
fashion of the day required every gentleman to wear as a parb of
his full dress. On the same rack are also displayed several three-
cornored hats and a wig or two. Hanging from the ceiling are large
square lamps. These are made of four panes of glags mounted in
brass with a centre support for a burner™,

The glimpss we geb of mevrouw in her morning toilet of a

crisp gingham skirt and long white jacket of spotless linen, as she

sits in the halve dak or back verandah, perhaps prejudices us
pretty powerfully in favour of our times. However that may be,
ghe has mellowed, except to some who cannob envisage the revolu-
tions in sooial and economis conditions, and mellowing suits her
ag with shrill voice ringing through the house she consbantly calls
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%o the gervanis by such names as ' Rosalie, Belisante, Aurors or
Jhampoca . They are a swarthy, wooly-haired, and thick-lipped

-ace of men and women, The men are clad in panbaloons and
jackets, or in waist-clotha; the women for the most parb in skiris

with short tunics of eoloured siuff., All go barefooted. It ig
geareely necessary fo mention that they are slaves.

While there is amugement, there is also a touch of poignanecy
in this stately if uncomfortable privacy of the eightesnth century
which we have been exploring, Though detached from the context,
these details have helpad to build up a complete picture and to
agtablish confact with the past, which a Duteh House is intended
fo perpetuaie.

Perhaps we may Lurn now bo other counkbries for ideas and see
-what they have done. The Dutch East India Company, who oceu-
pled the maritime parks of Ceylon for nearly a century and a halli,
also ruled over the Cape Colony for nearly the same period, and their
rule eaased at both places almost simultaneously., Thoge gualifiad
o express an opinion tell us that tha domastic arehitecture which
has come to be associated with the Dutch colonists differs very
little in all Elastern countries which came under their sway. The
same gables, doorways, windows, stoeps, garden wall, and the same
characteristic footways, churches and belfries are to be found in
Ueylon as in the Cape. The resulf of a much smaller colonization
in this Island would perhaps represent the only difference. While
the adverse sffects of the climate, and an expanding City, have
nacessitated the removal of nearly every building which had a dis-
tinctly Dutch appearance, many of the buildings extant in the Cape
are said to he in a good state of preservation.

Notwithatanding thiz favourable eireumstance, the anthorities
in tha Cape have been alive fio the necessify for preserving a typi-
cal 18th cenfury cifizen’s home and iés appointments, which they
congider almoest as valuable a link with the ecountry’s historieal
past as the Casile or the more famous gabled homesteads of the
Qape eountryside. It Is olaimed that any visibor who has spent an
hour in the houge~known in Guide Books as the ROQOPMANS—
DE WET MUSEUM—will testify that the aim of the trustees has
been fully realized. The building is described ag of simple and
dignified design, with a high stoep of small yellow “ kKlompie ™
bricks, and is said to have originally stood in a garden which com-
manded an uniutercupbed view of the sea. Within this building
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there has been placed on view, with explapatory labels, what is
perhaps the most representative colleetion of Dutch colonial lar-
niture and antiguos in existanca to-day.

The following notes, culled from daseriphive lkerature supplied
by the Visitors’ Information Bursau, Lower Adderiey Street, Cape

Town, form a very hrief guide to the contents of the various rooms
in this housa. '

 GROUND FLOOR.

Recerrion Roow (1st door on left). The principal piece is a builtin
stinkwood wall cupboard containing Japanese blus-and-white porcelain, .
Delft ware and some interesting chinaware recovered from ships wrecked in
Table Bay. Otheritems are a Dutch grandfathes clock; some interesting
carved chairs, and a corner cabinet ¢ontaining silverware,

Dmxincg Room (1st door on right), This contains three stinkwood
cabinets, two of whick contain collections of silverware, one being a superb
collection of Sheffield plate purchased in 1834 with the compensation
money received for the emancipation of slaves, A fine display of Nankin
blue-and-white china is arranged around the room.

Back Hapr, Various kists {chests} and a handsome Poftuguese deed-
box of tulip wood. :

SumMER BeDroOM (door on left), Various wardrobes and chairs.

Music Roou (back of hall at left). Three cabinets containing glass-
ware, early Dutch silverware, etc.

MorninGg RooM (back of hall at right}. The chief feature is a splendid
collection of blue-and-white china of various styles and periods.

Kitcuex (opening from Moraing Room}. A fascinating room, with a
large open-hearth fireplace and a collection of the quaintest cooking

- utensils.

UPPER HALL. This is notable for the display of glassware, On the
centre table is a magnificent porcelain bottle of * famille rose "’ ware.

“ Koormans ” Roow' (first on left). The chief pieces are two massive
stinkwood wardrobes of outstanding workmanship, the fittings of one being
of siiver fashioned at the Cape. Other items are a rosewood’ four-post bed,
two stinkwood cradles, and a Cheval g ass once the property of the (ountess
de Bertrand, wife of Napoleon's great genéral.

LONG GALLERY (znd door on left), This coniains various pictures,
prints and engravings of historical intzrest. :

“DE WET"” RooM (3rd dooron le.t). The chisf pieces are three fine
wardrobes, one of ebony and satinwooed, another of teak. Alacquer cabinet;

five chairs and a table, and a graceful settee in Lounis XV. style complete
the contents of this bedroom. '

LIBRARY (end of hail), This contains old Books, éopies of early
Gazettes and newspapers, and a display of old chinaware,
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SPAREROOM (opening out of opposite end of hail). This contains
. miscellaneous items, including a sedan chair (still in use in 1829} ; an orna-
mented brass cannon, and the treasure chest of the Orphan Chamber with
a separate lock for each of the five members of the Board, a slave bell, and
varicus early Bibles.

COURTYARD. Thereisa courtyard at the back of the honse stilt

tetaining much of its old charm and with the original slave—quarters
preserved intact.

The contrast between the action taken by the aubhorities ab
th-y Cape and the listless apathy which bas attended every effort
o achieve a similar end in Qeylon, foouses attention anew on our
indifference and the little reverence we display for that toc which
we, ag individuals or as members of society, are heirs and inheri-
tors—the legacy of the past. REvery historie landmark, whether
represented by the massive mounds of brick called dapabas, raised
by ingpired magber-builders to endow the history of their religion
with immortality, or whether they be forts, churches and gabled
buildings of a Porfuguese and Dutich period, have an equal ¢claim to
be preserved for the gnidance, delight and instruction of posterity.

Very few memorialg of the Portuguese period remain, IDinks
with the Dutich oecupation have been shewn to be fast disappear-
ing through our indifference. Seveunty-two years have passed since
the idea of a Dubeh House for Ceylon was mooted by Lorenz. The
gpark which was re-kindled recently has been laft again fio smoulder
in the blast of a world war., Barbarism assails civilization, A
war machine, ab the word of command, is making short work of the

most cherished fabric of history—monument and record. We, in - -
Ceylon, are forbunately immune from heing bombed in our homes,

and cannot naturally realise fully what the wireless and news-
paper are endeavouring fo tell of the story of this great destruc-
fion,

At the moment, therefors, our ambitions must lie dormant till
such time as right will prevail and we can enjoy the ordered security
of eivilisad society as distinet from a barbaric. When that time
comes, a8 coma it must, let us remember the claims of that small
niche—a Duteh House for Ceylun.
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- GENERAL MEETENG

Th 1al General Meeting of the Union took place in
thg Unic Jaturday, 22nd March. The President, Mr. J.
© R Touss ad the Chair, and thers was a large atbendance
of b :
mzrft;a aaties, the Pregident delivered hiz Address, and
thig wag [ by the adoption of the Report and Aecounts. Mr.
Tolssain aeated the Chair, and Mr. G. A, Willé occupied it
PrG fent. ‘
’ ;;: oposed tha re-election of Mr. J, B. Toussaint as
KT vear 1941,

noti . was duly ssconded and carried and My, Toussmnh
n duly resumed the Chair,
y Honorary Seeretary, Mr. 0. A. Speldewinde, and the
cy Treasurer Mr. D. V. Altendorff, 1.8.0., having expressed
ability to serve for a further term, Mr, W. J. A, van Langen-
,.0.8., wag elected Honorary Secretary, and Mr, I A, va.nder-
ion, 1.8.0., wag elected Honorary Treasurer.
\fter some discussion, the following members wera elected to
ot the General Committes :—
Jolombo Members. Dr. J. R. Blaze, Messrs, L. E. Blaze, B
shier, Dre, F. B, R. Bartholomeuns#, H. 8. Ohristoffelsz, Mr,
Dirckze, Drs. H. A. Dirckze, F. V. Foenander, Mesars. G. H,
sen, J. B, Jansz, Rosslyn Koch, Hon., Mr. A, B, Keuneman,
g, H. K. de Kretser, H. Itl. de Kratser, D.V. Altendorff, 1 8.0,,
Tioos, L. M. Maartensz, J. A. Martensz, A. O, Meier, A, J. H.
v Do A Nell, Mr. J. P, de Vos, Dra. L. B. J. Poulier, Erio
nan, R, L. Spittel, Messrs. C. A. Speldewinde, R. 8. V. Pou-
[. Vanden Driesen, H. L. Wendt, and G. A. Willé (Snr.)
Jut-Station Members. Dr, V. H. L. Anthonisz, Messrs., C.
rohier, A. B. Christoffelsz, &, V. Grenier, Bersie Grenier, Col.
1. Jogeph, Col. A. C. B. Jonklaas, Messrs. E. G. Jonklaag,
3, Keuneman, H. R. Kriekenbeek, Drs. H. Ludoviei, H. U.
1bruggen, Messrs, Wacae de Niese, C. E. de Vos and Hubert de

Messre. Krishna and Rogers were appointed Auditors on the
» remuneration as before.

At the conelusion of the meefing a collection was mad- ~

seial Service Fands and realised Rs. 62.16.

[A faller report, with the Annual Repork
sar in the July issue of the Journal.— FEd.]
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- NOTES OF EV .
- Srmdmary of Progeedings of the General € wesdals
o - RIst January 1941 :~(1} A Sub-Committee cow i;ha Pre-
" gidenk, the Hou. Mr. A, B. Keudeman, Dr. K. L qnd Mr. -

‘Is. B, Blazé, 0. B. E. was appointed to draw up a £y hooks

" . "to bha purchaded for the Reference Library. (2) fcy, Van

~ Dort and Mr. C. W. 8. Claessen were admibted a by of the
Union. ;
Tuesday, 18th February:—{1) A vota of o on fihe

death of Dr, Michael de Jong was passed. (2) It was 18
Re. 500 on repairing the old billiard table. {3} Mr. . A, T,
Driesen and Mr. ¥, H, B, Thomasz were admitted as Mev
the Union. ] '

Puesday, 18th March 1941:—(1) A vobe of condolence.
death of My, Fvan VanDort was passed. (2) Mr. P. L. .
was admitted & Member of the Union.

Obituary :~~We regret to record the death in England of
Prins, wife of Dr. L. A. Prins, a former President of the T
Mrs. Pring took a keen interest in the Union in the early day
did much to promofe itg literary activities. We egbend
sympathies to Dr. Prins and the other members of the fam

- their bereavement.

_ The Journal :—Thig issue eompletes Volume XXX and
volutme commences with the next issue. Mombers are
requested to send their subseripion of R, 5 for the, period
1941 to April 1942 6o Mr. J. R, Toussaipt, Clifford Place, Ban
pitiya. ’




