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THE STORY OF HENDALA®

T would wish- to asgociate my talk this evening on * The Story
of Hendala", with the ancient and modern views of a subject
not too well known, namely Leprosy. ‘

~ Leprosy is a chronic, infectious disease caused by the
" Mierococens Leprae discoversd by Hansen of Bergen in 1871
characterised by the presence of nodales in the skin, mucous mem-
branes, and nerve trunks. Research workers have not yet succeed-
éd in cultivating the organism, ‘It is not common at present. in
_ Barope except in Norway; but it is found in some parts of South
. Earope, in India, Burma, Siam, China, Japan, North East Africa,
" West Indies, Central America, Mexico, parts of South America and
- many islands of the Pacific. -

In Ceylon there are about 1100 cases segregated in the Hos- -
pitals of Hendala and Mantiva, and about 1000 cases under treat-
- ment and home isolation. The cause of infection and how ib
is conveyed has not been clearly proved, but direct contact of
“perzous and for & long period, has been accepted as one method
"of the iransmission of the disease, It attacks persons of all ages,
particulayly children of the age of 5 to 15 years. Father Damian
in the Sandwich Islands, whilst living and working with the lepers
" of Molokai, and Father Boglioli in New Orleans, both fell vietims
in the discharge of their priestly duties.. ‘

‘ It is generally held that the surviving Crusaders brought
Leprosy back to Europe with them from the Rast. The Jeauit Velly
*'says that it was very common in France about the middle of the 8th
centuey under Pepin, and Voltaire has endorsed this, saying that
leper hospitals were already yery nomerous in Charlemagoe’'s time,
(768 —814). At all events it is guite clear it was common from the
11th to the 14th century, and that in the 12th it had become a
general plagune, : . C

The disease was by no means confined to the lowest classes.
“Robert the Bruce died of it in 1329, and when the Order of the
. Knights of St. Lazarns was founded for the care of lepers, it was

CBTRICT. a3

ort, Colomba,
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priest from Leprosy, he had according to the law to perform the sin
offering and burnt offering in the femple, - :

Having briefly dealt with the ancier}t view of Leprosy, may
1 pow take you over to tho Leper Hospital at Henda!a‘ to whmh.I
- had the honour of being appointed as Medical Superintendent in
" 1982, I am indebted to my triends Mr. R. [1. Brohier, FR.G.S , whose
literary articles are so greatly prized for some of the .mfoymatmn,
. algo to Mr. L. B. Blazé, 0.B.E, 7B, for bheloppf)rtu_mty given me
of examining records in his possession. The Institution at Hendala
which - has exercised a permanent influsnee up to the present day
" ghould rightly be associated with the name of the Dutch G(_)vernqr
Cornelis Joan Simons. The building was comme_‘,_nced during his
“ prief rule of four years (1T03—1707), but was left incomplete to be
© perfected by his successor Hendricus Von Becker. :

TUntil the year 1914, & halo of romance Appears hp.hzwe been
~woven round the atory of this bnilding and the .estabhshment of
the Hendala Leper Asylam. In a haze of uncertainfy the_stnry was
arounded in the belief that the Asylum had been built by the
_daughter of & Dutch Governor, who heing bersell a leper, Wlshed to
gshow her compassionate sympathy with her fellow sufferers by
.arecting ab her own private expense & Hospital and -Asylum for the
reliaf of such unfortunates, Mr. R. G. Anthonisz 1.8.0,, the erstwhile
Archiv'isﬁ and President Founder of this Union, dispelled this
romantic story by the light thrown on the subject bsf the records
which had hitherto nob been translated. The eryptic monogram
e v, B.", with the date 1708 sculptured on & gable over a part of

the building, stands for the initials of Hendricus Vop Becker,
" Duteh Governor of Ceylon during the year 1707-1716, during whose
administration the building was completed. This scuiptured mono-
gram. which was originally af the entrance of thebungalow ocoupied

one of its leading rules that its Grandmaster should always be a
leper, so that a supreme fellow-feeling for the stricken should be
of the essence of ibts government. This one fact alone may show
us how general Lieprosy must then bave ‘become. The rule was
clearly in operation at least until 1258, when the infidels having
glain all the leper Knights of the hospital at Jerusalem, the Order
had to petition Pope Inneccent IV. for a dispensation to choose a
Grandmaster who was of sound health.

In the Latin will of St Francis of Assissi, the Seraphio
Father Francis as he was called, he declares his belief that the ten-
derness he bore the lepers was the sole merib which began to draw
upon him, & sinner, the mercy of God. ~ At the. same time he con- -
fossed thal in his unregenerate state, it was all too hitber to him-
even to look on <& leper. The laws, both civil and ecclesigstical,
were -nevertheless (for it was a terrible necessity) awful in their

_saverity to the poor lepers. . They were not alone cut off from their
fellow-men, but even if only suspected of Leprosy, any legal act of
" théirs became null and void ipso faecto, unless they made declaration
therein of their horrible misforfune. In 1346 an Ordinance was
‘made to excinde lepers from the city of London, during the time
of King Edward 11T, so wide spread was the disease, and there were
100 leper houses established during this period.

Until they becams so feeble as to be driven into a leper
hospital, lepers were in France ab least hunted from the society of -
men inte wooden huts builh for them. The leper was given a grey
cloak, a hat and a wallet, together with a wooden clapper or a small -
bell with which he had to warn _approaching people so that they
‘should give him a wide berth. A dish or his hat, placed on the oppo-
- "gite side of the road, invited the compassionate wayfarer to drop an
offering. The horror in which this disease had beenn held may be !
gathered from mediaeval records. Weo learn from these, that a
person on being recognised as a leper, shall be approached by the
Priest and by him told of his condition and fate. He may make his
last confession before he becomes an ontcast, and afterwards he is
ted out into the Ghurch-yard as one dead. The earth is cast over
him with the words ‘* Be thou dead to-the world but alive to God”; . .
then he is left alone to die. This sad and solemn service and its - . The minutes of the Dutch Counecil of Colombo under the
' path sufficiently show the oubeast, outlawed condition of the Euro- . presidency of Governor Simons dated the 10 March 1685 state, that
pean Christian leper of the middle ages. : A : . the Chief Physician fio the Government reported that there had been

o ' cavoral cases of Leprosy in the Hospital, a disease which was
-gpreading in an alarming manner &mong the children of native
women married to Huropeans, 80 much so that it was feared the .
" disense would soon atback the Europeans. As a result of thisreport
a resolution was passed requiring the Wardens of the Fort of
Colombo and the Ciby, assizsted by the Chief Physician, to hold
: housse to house inspection in regard to thisas a‘prelimir_lary medsure.’
< Very little is known - of Governor Cornelis Joan Simons during
_whose administration the foundation of the present Ingtitution was

- laid, beyond what may be gathered from the Dutich r_ecoréls and from-*

at the entrance of the Administration bloek. The Dutc_h records
prove heyond doubt that the cost of congtruction and equipment of
" 4his Hospital was borne antirely by the Duateh Governmen.b, who
ware for some fime previously deeply concerned about the existence
and spread of this dire disease in Ceylon.

Under the Mosaic law, Leprosy was considered a plague, and
such a person was brought to the priest —vide chapters 13 and 14 of
© Tieviticus in the O1d Testament. It was enjoined -that if the priest
considéred the person was suffering from Leprosy, his clothes should
“be rent, the hair of his head shall go loose, he shall eover his
upper lip, and shall ery * Unclean, unclean ., All the days wherein
the plague is in him he shall be unclean and he ghall dwell alone
without the camp. All the garments and linen of the leper were
also prongunced unclean, and should the leper he cleansed by the

by the Mediecal Superit tendent, was subsequently removed and placed ..
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isolated passages in different parts of Valentyn,
events however of permanent value to this Island have always been
associated with the name of Governor 8imons. These are, the
compilation of the Thesavalamai or * the laws and customs of the
Malabar inhabitants of Jaffnapatam”, and the building of the Leper
Asylum at Hendala. The former work wag carried out under hisg

orders by the Dissawe of J’aﬂ"na,pa,bam Clans Isaaksz, and the latier :

wag commenced during his administration but lefé incomplete to be
perfected by his successor in office Hendricus Von Becker.

Governor Simons seemg to have besn a noble gentleman of a-
humane and charitable disposition, greatly interested in the building -
and progress of this Institution. In his “Memoirs and Directions

" dated 16 December 1707" we find him commending the continuance -

of the good work he had commenced to his successor Governor
Hendricus Von Becker. Ho says, " the Leper Asylum on which
already twice the amount granted by their Excellencies has been

spent has given me a groat deal of worry, the more so because -

owing to my illness I was not able to inspect the place myself
although I did so just before I was taken ill. The present condition
of the unforbunate patients is described in the Report of the Com-
missioners who were assisted by the Chief Surgeons of the vessels
iying in the harbour.
somewhat exaggerated the state of affairs. 1 hope this is true,
especially for the sake of those who were summarily dismissed on his
hasty report . To his successor Hendricus Von Becker is due the
eredit of having completed the whaole work begun by his predecessor.

and of having the Institubion on a firm footing so as to ensure its

permanence and usefalness;

Hendricus Von Becker, in his “ Memoirs and Instraetions " to
his snceessor in office, Governor Isaac Augustyn Rumpf, dated 25th
November, 1718, gives an aceount of the work he had accomplished:
with reference to this Asylum. Hesays, “ the Leper Hospital com-
menced by His Excellency Cornelis Joan Simons. but completed by
me iz & very large building, about 8 times the size required, Their

Hxcellencies the Supreme Government have been justly displeased .

rogarding this matter, and because the expenditure for its
upkeep amounted yearly to a considerable sum, I proposed to
their Excellencies, to break down part of it and sell the materiale. -
- Authority having been received, this has been done much fo the
banefit of this Hospital. With a view to its affaivg being properly

managed, I have appointed the Coopman and the Negotie Boek- .

hauder, Jacob Bouer, besides the Head Physician of the Dutch.

Hospital and Dr. Van Der Stadt, as regents, and have provided them

with instructions regarding the Hospital which are preserved at
the Secretariat ™.

Hendricus Von Becker had been in Ceylon as a Captain in the
Mlhta.ry Hervice of. the Duteh Hast India Comp&ny sometlme
previous to his return here as Governor,

Two 1mporta.nt '

It appears that our late Chief Surgeon had

: X ; He is mentioned in -
Governor de Heere's Diary of his tour in J affnapatam in 1697 as
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ne of the deputation which met the Governor at. Negombo He' "
noceeded Governor Simons in the Government of Ceylon on 22nd,
Detember 1707, and after 9 years rule lefi Ceylon for Burope on 7th_
December 1716 as Admiral of the Return Fleet, He was married to
“‘Anna Qatherina Collardt-and died at Amsterdam in 1722.

There is no certain informafion available with regard to the
tate of medical practice in this Island during the Datch period -
xtending from 1656 to 1795. Iiis reasonable to suppose that there
"'were army surgeons among the Dutch as under the British, and
“that some of these were probably regularly guelified men from the
Colleges of Amsterdam. Utrecht and Leyden, with the Jatter of which
he name of the great Boerhnave will ever be connected. It is also
nteresting to note that the first European writer on Tropical
“digeases was a Dutchman, named Bentivs. There are no records
_-extant to show that any effort was made by the Dutch to teach the
‘seience of medicine systematically to the natives, but it appears
“that the Kings of Kandy offen requested through the Government
* the medical aid of Dutch Doetors which the Dutch Governor of
~Colombo complied with. The mission of Dr. Danielsz as recounted by

‘the late Dr. B, DLawson Koch to the Uourt of Kandy in 1739 to cure
" King Rajasinha of a bad leg is replete with interest.

" Porther records of the Dutch and early British periods are
“anobtainable, hence one has to conclude that Hendala continued to
“be the 1sol&tmn centre and Hospital for all cases of Leproey till the
" gecond Hospital at Mantive was opened about 20 years ago to
accornmodafte cases detected in the Bastern Province and those’
transferred from the Leper Wards of Kalmunai Hospital. In a brief
“article on Lepers in Ceylon Revd. Fr. Neut, Rector of St. Xavier's
Gollege, Indla, who visited Hendala in August, 1887, wirites as
folla—si. " The English Doctor”, presumably Dr. Meier, “who lives
 there i‘ijn his family, was delighted o see us, and ordered us to be
taken round. There were 187 lepers, not a single bed was vacant,
.and many applications had constantly to be put off. The neatness
: a.nd cleanliness of the place was remarkable ”

: In passing, I may mention that Dr. 'W H Meier who Jmned
the Medical Dept as an Asst. Col. Surgeon in 1872, left Ceylon in -
1878 for study in the Caleutba Medical College and five years later
left India to complete his madical studies in Europe. On hig return
to Ceylon he was-appointed to take charge of the Leper Colony at
Hendala. Dr. Meier was the first and only L. M. 8. Ceylon
{Honoris Causa) He was a remarkable personality, bore a very
strong resemblance to the late King Edward VII, and anyone
geaing him for the first time might have considered him a Duich
Admiral, he was always 1mmaeulately dressed in white coat, trousers
and shoses, had a ruddy appearance and a nautical gait, was greatly
lovad by his patients, and ruled over them for a permd of well nigh
30 years, Dr. J. L. Vander Btraaten in his book ' Progress of
medical secience in Ceylon ” records that Dr. Meier published a com-
plete report on Leprosy which was sent by Government to England. -
Tlme wxll not perm:t we 'so give .you in greater detail the rare _

e P AL e 1 B T mmmmalactada oL
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GABRIEL SCHADE AND HIS INVENTION OF THE

SINHALESE TYPE.*
BY M.'W. JURRIAANSE.

Anyone who hag seen some pfodu_chion of hig own'pen in prish will

have felt at least onoce that thrill which a Frenchman has described as
“la bonheur de se voir ‘imprimé". Apart from a proper satisfaction
that some bagk huas been completed, it is largely human vanity which
evolkes this fesling; and only persons of wholly unworldly eharacter will
‘be denied the pleasure. ‘ : '

There are however other pleasures fo be derived from the task of
‘seeiny one’s work through the press, Take a book from your shelves;
open it, and notice whether your first reaction $o it—a reaction which
has nothing whatever to do with 43 contents—is one of sympathy or
antipathy., T§is nob so much the design and the size of the typs, the
make and the shape of the paper, or the division of the page, but rather
the combination of bhess thres, which inclines you to keep the book in
your hand or to replace it on the shelf, '

~.The story of the development of thab most powérful wea.poh of

modern times, the printing press, is a long one, which would fill many
volumes. Asg it beging with a still unresclved dispute about who was
the inventor of the art of printing, it is not surprising that there is by
now a vash literature on the subjeet., ILike several other inventions,
printing appeared simultaneously in two countries. Haarlem in Holland
has a sbatue of Laurens Janszoon Coster; Mainz in Germany has one
" of Johann Gutenberg. Although the unbiassed author of the exhaustive
arbicle on *' Typography
that the Glerman appropriated the Hollander’s invention and developed
ib in Germany under his. own name, it will probably never really be
decided who should be ¢alled the Father of Printing—the Hollander or
the Rheinlander. ' - -

At §he time of ths arrival of the Portugnese in Coylon, the infancy
of the printing press, when printing of books (‘' ineunabula® ) was done
from engraved blocks—the hooks published up to the year 1500 being
known for that reason as *‘blockbooks” —was nearly at an end and .
movable matal type had recently come into use. It wus only ab this
stage of development of the art of printing that it became possible to
_print books of the kind we know nowadays, and when a hundred and
fifty years later another wave of Huropean immigration reached thig
Island, printing on the Continent of Burope had developed to sush an
axtent that the newsomers, the Duteh, were already accustomed ta read
printed books, among which books of travel, like that of Joriz van Spil-
bergen, which has enterbaining chapters on Ceylon, had become favour-
ites with the reading public in the Liow Countries. The FEuropean of
those days coming out to the east could not of ecourse expect to find
- anything here to satisfy hig ‘cultural needs and provide thHe materisl

* Reproduced from the Oeylon Daily News by kind courtesy of the Editor, .

in the " Boeyclopasdia Britanniea” sBows -
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‘somforts ba which he was acoustormed. If he wanted them he had %o
“import tkem from home. The printing press had now becoma another

of the necessary complioations of social life. Plans were made a8 early

‘58 1694 for tha establishment in Batavis, the headquarters in the Bast
- of the Duteh Hast India Company, of & printing office for the promotion -
" of aducation, slthough the oldest printed document preserved tl?ere is
- ‘dnted only 1668, By 1677% it had already proved Fo ,}39 pnss:kgle tio
* publish there the " Thesaurus medicus insulae Ceyloniae™ by Crim, &
_physieian who had at one time practised in C‘._olombo._ Durn?g the later
" years of the 17th century certain of the offieial doouments. issued from
" Batavia and addressed to the different subordinate agencies were sent

out in print.
In Qaylon every document had still to be copied by band. Rag

pmper, ink, quills and other items of stationery formed part .of the
.Eafgo'e‘s of s]:?ips leaving Holland for the Fast. In the Segretanats ab
".Colombo, Jaffna, Galle and elsewhere, numerous clerks sitting on their

high stools were engaged day alter day in copving Minutes of th'e
Council, latters, and other documents, for the ]?:oan:ds ab l_mme. Their
galligraphio efforts had o satisfy not only the high and mighty on the

- other sidae of the Ocean, bub also to be read and understood l;_hy the
- people in the Island. If for ingtance the Government had to inform
" the inhabitants of the Colombo and Matara deszavonies” thai .the

unlicensed cutting of cinnamon bushes was an offence, or to let fhem

" know when the allocation of lands for paddy cultivation was to take

place, or if it had to make a proclamation aboub the rolative values ol

_ cerbain aoins, notifications such as would today appear in the Govern-

-ment Gazetbte had to be eopied out by hand again a{nd again, g]hese
notifications wera tranalated into Sinhalese and Tamil by loeal ‘inter-

- preters, and after being written oub on larga sheets of  paper were

p6e-d up in conspicuous places go that they might be read by all

- .concerbed. .

Apart from being the heart of their business world, Ceylon was also

| tha oultural centre of the Company's Western Agencies., Two . gemi-

naries were ostablished in Colombo and in Jaffna, for the training of
native clergy to shed the light of eivilisahl‘on at]d culﬁure_ for I‘:he
gnidancs of the iglanders. Bchools wers esbablished in connsetion with
the parish churches all over the Dutch part of the Island, and as many

- ag Alty-two of them were to be found in the thickly. populated Colombeo

dessavony—tha modern Western Provinee—alone. The village school-

" magter taught his popils the principles of Christianiby, together with read-

ing, writing, and arithmetic, in one of the vernacnlars. The methody of

" teaching were exfremely primitive. Yand gtrewn on a plank or on the

ook the place of a blaskboard. The gospels of St. Matthew and
g??%flkoe, up hi!il 1783 the only books of the Nfaw Testament translated
into Sinhalase, ware oceagionaly obtainable written on olas. Fven tha
-mout advanced examinations were founded chiefly on knowledge of 'gl:e
Catechisms and the Gospels. The same need for schoolbooks which

1. de Haaﬁ,' Oud Batavia IT, . 282.
" 2. Op.cit.p, 288,
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had been » conbnbutmg mﬂuenee in the asha.hhshmeuh of printing

preases in Burope, and lafer on in Bakavis, was now felt in Cevlon ; but
whereas in Hurops the first steps taken were the result of private initis

ativa and enterpries, in tha coloniss the initiative in such. undertakings

. wag bound to come from the Government. The difficulty was to gat
Sinhalege and Tamil type made, Baldaeus, in his book on the Coro-

mandel Coasé ad Ceylon, which appearad in Amsterdam in 1672, prints .

the alphabet and the Diord’s prayer in Tamil; His hook therefore pros
vides the first-example of one of these vernaculars printed by Dutch
printerg, = In 1707 a Sinhalese grammar, compiled by the Rev. Joannes
Roéll and prmﬁ'ad by order of the Company, was published in
Amsterdam,?

The atudy of Oriental languages wad ab this time ﬁourlshmg at the

University of Liaiden, but who in Holland was likely to have sufficient-

knowledge of, and enhhusiasm about Sinhalese and Tamil to undertake

the preparation of standard Binhalese and Tamil fype for Ceylon ? On-

the other hand, who on this gide of the Ocean knew enough about
pl‘inting and printing machinery o take upon himself the responsibili-
tieg conneoted with this enterprlse‘)
possible to meat such A man wag in the Company’s Armoury in Colombo,
and when asked, the ‘' baas” of that establishmens, Gabridl Schade,
wag in fact fonnd to be prepared to do his ubtmost to forward the
Government’s ambitious plans, He must ha.ve been & man of inteliigence
aud a fine craftsman with an excaptlonal interest in mechanies, othet-
~ wise ha would never have succeeded in preparing the tools and moulds

for fourteen large Sinhalese letbers and another fourteen of a medium
size, as he is recorded to have done in the firat instance,* This of course
does not mean that he was necessarily familiar with the language,
beea.uss,_ given a good example, any body can copy cha.racﬁérs in a
foreign script. On the other hand he showed such interest in the
mattor that ib may woll be that he did have liha hngulshm know-
ledge Yoo0.

Schade must have spant » congiderable amount of time in preparing
his moulds, and we can imagine his disappointment when, during the
" troublous tiimesl following the mismapagement of the affairs of the
Island by Governor Vuyst, Iihe plana for the establishment of & press
were dropped a.lhogel;her. A “baas” of the armoury waz not a “big
" noige” to use a4 piecs of American slang—among the Company’s
garvants, and when he ratired, .his moulds were forgethen and stored away

gomawhere in tha armoury and his fount of Dateh type, prepared ab the

game time, wae losbt altegether. It ‘was'on]y in 1734, when Jacob
Ohristiaan Pisiat, the son of a minister of the " Eglize Walonne "—the
French Protestant Chureh in Holland—became governor of Ceylon, that
. the guestion of the printing pross was taken up again. Governor Pielat
“was Governor of Cevlon for one year only; but he had a genuine
inbarast in the sountry, particularly in ity hendierafts, and be left g

No. 75. Van Troostenburg de Bruyn, de Hervormde Kerlk i in Nederlandsch
Qost Indie, where he wrongly is referred to as Ruel,
4 No, 7o.

The only place where it was '
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rogommendation to his suecessor—which is quite remarkabte for those
"~ days—to pay eccasional personal vizits to the Company’s factory. He
“had specially at heart the improvement of the aris of weavieg and
.dyeing. The correchness of thig sbtatement, derived from his memo-
.randum to hig guccessor, is evidenced by two feasloths with his crast
- and initials framed in beautiful multi-eoloured designs of flowers and
: leaves, which arae preserved among the family tréasures of his dlre(.h
: .descenda.nlsa in Holland, .

: As the son of a clergyman he wad also noﬁ unuatura.lly concerned
about the state of veligion and education. He was forfunate encugh to
find ia the Datch Reformed Church in Colombo two scholarly ministers
“who were well acquainted with the vernaculars. At the Governor's re-
guash thesa two clergymen, Uonijn and Wotbzeliug, accompanied by
Jchade, inspeoted the monlds lying in the armoury. Their report, which
"gwes valuabla information about the early hlstory of the 0010mbo press,
ig still fo ba found among the Duteh archives in Colombo. ‘' Schade,
who i the.inventor of the above-mentioned type and of the roughly-
made implemants belonging thereto, when asked if he would be able to
resume and complets the work he had started, bravely replied that he
deplored that this invention of his had not baen suceessful, but agraed Lo
- party on and complete the work of the aatabhshment of the printing press
" on sondition that he was supplied with the means’

Unfortunately the inclination to please is sometimes stronger l;han
" the'inelination to he jush, HMyen Watzeliug could not resist this tempta-
" tion, and in his preface to the frst Sinhalese edition of the four Gospels,
of 1739, he bestowed upon- the popular voung Governor, Balon van
Imhoff, tha credlt of baving been the originator of printing in Sinhalege.
" Ha spaaks of ' bhe fatherly care of our illustrious suprems commander
who in legs than two years ¢ bime -has sef up a Sinhialese prmtmg pross’
The florid style of this,’ characteristic of the 181h centiry, is the moxre
distagteful baoatiss wa know that the compliment is no'mors than a half -
frtith.. Why should the initiative of Governor Pielat and the ingenuity
of "' baas’ HSehade be hidden from posterity ? Governor.van Ilmboff
arrivad in Oeylon on 23 July 1736 and eight months later, on 5 Apml
1787, a dociment in Sinhalesa characters was turned out by the pressin
the armoury—=a * plakkaat'’. The number of copies printed is unknown,
hut one of them, eseaping the destrustion which was the usual fafe of
"documents of this type, has been found in the Archives, eatalogued, and

" earefully repaired, and affords an opportunity of sbudying Schade’s
‘eraftsmanship.® : : '

Although it is Quihe {mpozsible to gay whebher this is really the first.
" produet of his press, it is certainly the oldeat Sinhalege documant loeally
*. printed; and the only doaument of its kind printed in the armoury whish
" hag survived. Thae paper js 84% inches in width by 81% inchos from top
“to hottom and the print oceupies & space 19 inches by 173 inches and is
pleasing to the eys as regards $ype, selting, and ornamentalion of the
initial latbor. That Lhere exists a close relationship between this enrly
Sinhalese prink and the Sinhalese seript of the time is evident from-the

' 5. No, 2440,



138 THE JOURNAL OF THE

designs which fill up lines in which tihe print is not oarri -
A feature wl}lch also appears in the 18th eentury Sinhaleesg t:;:tl:ﬁsir;idphs
in b_ha Archlye_s., .Tha plakkaat®' relabes to land given ous for the oulti-
vation of chillies in the Galls korale and the Matara degsavony., It hag
Vno‘h baan sealed g.h the Secretariat, as was ususl with procla.u;ahions 0{7
this type, and as it has not been signed by the Governor and the Secrs-
fiary bo the CGlovernment it has the insomplete appearance of a sparg’’
copy. : o

Pna work turned oub in the armour was in fac

Governor decided that matters were ab tsge stage thnac;hgeocﬁaglsmgu;g: .
fo ha formally taken over by Government. Accordingly on 6 September
1737 h‘a a.nn-o'unced in council that the Armoury press had thres or fou'r'.
Hmnhhs pragously-—that is & month or two after the printing of tha

plakkaat’’ just mentioned—besn moved and given the status of a Gov-
ernment establishment, and that progress with the fitting up of it new
quarters had been such that it would be functioning by the end of that
manhh._ As he told the Gouneil that a start had been made with oastin
letters in the now complated moulds, one wondars how theg ** plakkaatsg
'Rf 5 April h,ad baan printed, There are two possible explanations. The

p_lakl.ta.a.ti‘ ” may hava been wrongly dated & April 1737 ; but 'bi‘nis a%-
planation i3 hardly sicesptable, since the date has been ﬁriﬁted in ex-
tenso. Alternatively the bechnical portion of the statement in Conneil -
may “f’f' hanfre bef?n correch. A reading of the more or less confused
Dutich in which this stafement hag heen recorded inthe Counoil Minuts
suggaestis that this latter ekplanation is the more likely.® ;

Turning to plans for the futurs, the Governor mo i
mont of two good lingnists, the Rev. Johannes Philippg;%vzhtgeﬁsgmﬂf;
Rector of the Colombo Seminary, who has been mentioned above, and
the Maha Mudaliyar, Louis de S8aram, who was an elder of the D’uﬁch
Raf_orqaad Ghur.‘ch in Cotta, to supervise fubure publications. This small
committes, w_hlch wag to be responsible $o the Governor enly, was to
salect other Sinhalese scholars to prepare translations of the booI;a which
ware 'wan&?d._ These books, and ofthers from time to $ime written
by private individuale, were not to be published until they had been
ﬁna.lly.approvad by the complete Chureh Council, assisted by the Maha
Mudallya.r apd eortain other Christian Sinhalese scholarg. The.impri-
matar of this disbinguiﬂhed cangorship-committee was to be prinqhadpon '
the bal‘ck qf every title page. In later years this procedure was altered
tio -l:.)rmg it into acoord with the proesdure in Babavia; bub from the
eaclier productions of the Uolombo press it is evident tha.t’the rules laid
down by the Govsrnor in Couneil were ohsarved-—ab any rate at first.

Panding the revision of the Sinhalesa version of the '

preparasi by ‘Gon'ijn, who was now dead, soms schoolboekgﬁfxigxofﬁ:::
urgantly regulred, such ag a prayer book and a confession of faith written
by Wehzellu_s, wora published in Sinhalese in the vears 1787 and 1738 '
In 1739 thqre“came from the Uolombo press the firsh catechizm a—nél.
prayerbo_ok in Mallabaarsch,"” i, a,, Tamil. By confirast, tho first doou-
ment printed in Colombo in Dateh of which ws know e plakkaat ™

6. No. 5.

_ established

- deal of time to the setting up of a
“yony, in connexion with which he wrote a gpecial memorandum address~

" od this up with s list of the books turned out.
- tions on bhe subject, the article by
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dated 31gh May 1740, It is thue seen that the vernaculars were defi-
- nitely a matter of primary eoncern to the Dukel mnthorities. P

A few-yeara later Governor van Tmhoff decided that the now well-
inting office shounld pot in future concentrate on the publi-
cation of religious works, bub should also do general printing for the
Government., Defore leaving fhis Tsland for Batavia he devoted a- good

' Tiandrsad ” lor-the Colombo dessa-

od to Headguarters in Batavia. He recommended among other things

that the Colombo Government Prees should be uzed for printing the

Tandraad’s annoupesments and notifications. The large number of such -
"documents, o, g, plakkalen

»" published in print proves that his advice
wag accopted, The guality of the typography at'the Colombo press re-
mained sabisfactory throughoub the Dutch period, ag may be seen from

‘the few specimens preserved in private collections in Covlon and in the

libraries in Holland.
The. gtory of this interesting Duteb offieial printing establishment

"~ in Colombo has not been altogether neglected by 18th contury historiang.

After a period of either dapreciation of, or silence ahout, the former

" Duteh Government of Ceylon—explicable on the priceiple that new
" hrooms gweep clean—the writer of an examplary serieg of srticles in the
firgt volume {1846) of the Journal

of the Royal Asiatic Society, Ceylon
Branch—Rav. J. D. Palm-——did ab last justice bo the educational and re-
lielous establishments, ineluding the presg, of the Netherlanders in this
Igland. In the first volume (1865) of the Journal of the Royal Asiatio
Society in Great Britain and Ireland, the late M. P. J. Ondaatje follow.
Among Dutch publica-
Dr. Th. Ok, L. Wijnmalen, whish
wag probably printed in Amsterdam in 1877 in the " Journal of Oriental
Bibliography ”' which he edited, is of particular interest, beeause i§ pro-
videa us with & deseriptive list of the copies of beoks printed in Ceylon
which he found in public libraries in Holland. The abave-mentioned
publications, howaever, deal only with the books, the very few eopies of
which existing in private collections in this Tsland are practically inac-
cessible to the research student. On the other hand, the eollestion of
printed ** plakkaten” and other documents in the vernaculars to be found
in the Duteh section of the Archives, which is public property, provides
» rich vein of material whieh is epen to students of the Binhalese and
Tamil languages and seripbs during the so-called ' Kandyan peried " in
the history of Cevlon, and which has hitherts searcely been btouched.
"Apart from this, the ' plakkaaten " offer the ptudent of history economic
nod sooial dats relating to this Island and ite administration which he
cannob obtain anywhere else. o

A full history of the printing office in Colombo-and of the works
which it produced during the days of Dutch rule over the eoastal regions
of Ceylon is beyond the acope of this aricle. Much mote researchre-
maing to be done before this most interesting theme can be dealt with
in & really sabisfactory manner, .
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'GENEALOGY OF THE SPROULE FAMILY
' OF CEYLON,

L.

William Bernard Sproule of Drogheda in Ireland was in the British

Army ay a‘Regimental Sehoolmagter, and subsequently he wag an Assgie-
tant Master in the Academy in Colombo. He married in Holy Trinity
ghurch Colombo, 11tk March 1841, Mary Anne Hoffman, and had by
“hey ;—
1 James Hugh, who follows under I1,

2 Mary Anne Luey, born 5th February 1845 marrled Reverend
Crampton and laft ths IQ}a,nd

1I.

: J’ames Hugh Sproule, Proctor, born 30bh March 1843, died 15th
Decombar 1907, makried in Holy Trinity Chureh, Colombe, 4th January

1866, Gertynde Arabella Pierex, born 80th May 1844, died 30th Novem- -

ber 1903, daughter of Thomas Andreas Pierez, Asslstanb Colonial Sur-
geon, Civil Medical Department and Bella Emelm Siers. He had by
_her:—

1 Tdith Alice, born 3rd Decambér 1867, married in 8. Paul's

Church, Kandy, 30th June 1898, Bugene Elig Modder, L.F.P, &

8. (Glag.), Assistant Colonial Surgeon Civil Medieal Department,

" Captain, Ceylon Medical Corps, born 22nd April 1855, died 1st. .
November 1913, widower of Elizabsth Sophia Ku]enberg. (D.B. -

U. Journal, Vol XXV, page 157}, and gon of John William
_Moddel and Caroline Frances Anjon. (DBU Journal, Vol.

. XXVIIT, pages 71 and 792). .

2 Constance Bvelyn, born 10th March 1869, married in 8t Paul's
Chureh, Kandy, Henry Kriekenbsek Kevt, son of Frederick
Theobald Keyt, M.D. (Aber.) Colonial Surgeon, Oivil Medical De-
partment, and Flanrietta Hlizabseth Kriekenbeek,

8 Charlotte Luwoy, born 17th Mareh 1871, died 17th April 1919,
married in St. Paul’s Chureh, Kandy, John Henrieuns de Saram,
Prootor, gon of John Henricus de Saram and Henrietta Van
Liangenberg.

4 James Hugh Colhngwood, Rarrister-at-Law, born 7hh August
1872, married in the Church of St. Dunstan-in-the-West, Eng-
land, 16th October 1902, Aileen Spicer.

5 Percy Julian, B.A., B.L., Paisne Justice, Supreme Court, Straits

Sattlementa, boru 4th December 1878, married in St. Mary's

Chureh, Baddington, Surrey, 18th Octcher 1902, Allce Graburn,

Frank William, who follows under II1.

Gertrude Mabel, born 27th Juna 1877, married in 8t. Paul's

Chureh, Kandy, 25th June 1898, Oharles Allan Kalenberg, 1.1,

o.P, & 8. (Fidin.}), &.7.9, (Glds.), Provincial Surgeon, Civil Medical

Department, born 5th February 1866, died 15th Janusry 1928,

gon. of Charles William Kalenberg, Proctor, and Fugenis Har-

=1
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riet Andreé. (D. BU Journal, Vol. X, page 15, and Vol. XXV
pages 157 and 158).

8  Edward Cyril Liambert, who follews under IV.

9 Eileen Muris!, born 18th January 1884, disd 26th March 1936,
married in 8. Paul's Church, Kandy, 18th . November 1904,
Frederick Nall Danisls, 7.P., Crown Proetor, Kurunegalle, Cap-
tain, Ceylon Light Infantry, born 9th Aypril 1867, died 29th
April 1941, son of Jacobus Valantinus {James Valentine) Daniels
and Arnoldina Carolina Fusonia Carron. (D.B.U. Joyrnal, Vol.
XXVIII, pages 50, 52, avd 134},

10 Regmald 85, Quentin, born 1st November 1885 marned and
;' -sektled in England. _
I11. : R

- Frank William Sproule, Provincial Engineer; Poblic Works Depart-
ment, born 7th April 1875, married in the Duteh Reformad Chureh,
Bambalapitive, 27th Decembar 1906, Charlotée Jane Garvin, horn 22ed
QOctober 1879, daughter of Thomas PForrest Garvin, M.B., o.M, {Abar.),
7.0.8. (Liond.), Superintendent, General Hospital, Golombo and Graee
Louisa VanderSmagt. (D.B.U. Journal, Vol, XXVIII page 86). He had
by het i—

1 Jamesg Hugb who follows under V.
2 Thomas Ian, horn 30th June 1916, kllIed in an air-raid in Lon-
don, 8th March 1941.

IV.

7 Bdward Gyril Lambert {Cox) 8pronte, Proctory born. 12tk June 1879,
died 9th November 1935, married in 8t Michael's and- All Angels’
Church, Colombo, 17th June 1907, Minnie Treberne Cooke, born 4th
‘Falbruary 1884, died 27th November 1942, daughter of - Nathaniel
Ernest Cooke, B.A. (Cantab.), Barrister-at- Law, Crown Gounael and
Grace Treherne de Saram. He had by her :—

1 ‘Grace Sheila Gartrude, born 27th July 1908 ma.lried in St.
Paul’s Church, Kandy, 21t April 1930, Arthur Douglas Raffed,
Proctor and Motary Publie, born 29vth November 1900, gon of
Arthur Wilfred Raffel and Alice Rosalind de Waas. :
Patrick Cyril Bernard, who follows under VI.

Ernest” Elton Lambert, born Tth July 1920, died 19bh Qctober
1992. —

V.

. James Hugh (Hamish) Sproale, L.M.8. {Ceylon), LR.C.P,, MR CSn
_ (Imnd) born 9th March 1909, married in. St. Michael's and Al Angelg’

Ohureh, Calombo, 318t Octiober 1938, Geraldine Isabel Liouise de Saran,
born 11th Desember 1916, daughter of Frederiek de Saram, Proctor and
Notary Public, and Myra Loos (DBU Jourpal, Vol 1X, page 100)
. He had by her:—

-1 Sugzanne Isabel, barn 19th Decermber 1939,
‘2 Michael Froderick, born 13th February 1941,

o bD
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VI,

Patriok Gyrll Bernard Sproule, Inspector of Police, born 9th Octo-
bar 1909, killed in a mobor accident, 14th November 1937, married in
86, Paul's Chureh, Kandy, 17th Apnl 1983, Peggy Noel Laurette Bawa,

- horn 4th November 1911, daughter of A!fred James Bawa, Planter, and
Martha Blaina de Zilwa.'Va.n Twest.
1 Patrieia Dians, born 16th February 1934,

NoTE:—The following lines appeared in "
" of 6th December 1942, and refsr to Minnie Treherna

He had by her i—

Bproule, mentioned under IV supra'

- Mrs. Sproule of Kandy

I pmtura her still, as she always will be

Workiug and praying for the plain ' you and me"
Surrounded by aggy, cakes and baskets and boys,
Hmiling, encouraging, and full oi life's joys.

With ber hemt full of lova and a desire to be

A mother, a sister to the plain “ you and me”,
She gave hope to thouzsands and gerved to the end
God knows we all loved her, The Services' Friend.

Through pain and grey clouds, and sorrows long past
8he smiled and eontinued in faith o the last,

And that toreh which she lighted will never go out
For she plantad the seads which grow and kill doubt.
Yos, I plctura her skill, ag she a.lwa.ya will be
Working and praying for the plain “‘youn and me”
I picture her too, at peace now, and rest
Becauge in her life, she gave of her best,

YTAN

The Times of Ceyion "
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ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING.

' Procesdings of the Thirty-fifth Annual General Meeting of the
-Putsh Burgher Union, held in the Union Hall en Sa.turday. 27th Mareh,
1943, at 6-80 p.m.

The President, Mr. H. K. de Kretser, occupied the Chair, and thers
wera ahout 130 members present.,

Tha Seerebary read the notice convening the meeting, after whwh .
.the minutes of the 34th &nnua.l General Mesling were rea.d and con-_
firmed.-

Presiden tial Address.

. The Pragident then addressed the mesting. He reviewed the work
of the varions Standing Jommittees and eulogised the serviees performed
by them. Ha refsrred to the various oubsbanding events that had occur-
‘rad during the vear, such as the new cireumstances brought about by the
- War, and the sbteps taksn to mest them, the presence of Duich visitora
- and others in our midst, and the affiliation scheme., He emphasised the
nacessity of the Union keeping mere in toueh with $he cntatation mem-
. bars. Finally he paid a tribube to the untiring labours of Mr, C. A,
Spoldewinda and Mr. B, A. vanderStraaten, 1.8.0. ‘

, Mr, da Kratger then Vacahed the Chair and Mr. J. B. Touseaint was
“proposed to it pro tem,

Election of Office Bearers and Committee,

Me. J. B. Tougsaint proposed the ro-elaction of Mr, H. K. do Kretger
ag President for the year 1943. He referred to the active part taken by
"My, ds Kretser, ably assisted by Mrs. de Kretser, in avery branch of the
- Union's work, notwithstanding the fact that the year was one of the
busiest in the zmna]s of the Union, He expressed his conviction that Mr.
de Kratser would do even better during his second term of offics, The
motion having been seeonded by Me. D. V. Altendorff, 1.8.0., and carried
with acclamation, Mr. de Kretser re-occupied the Ohair and thanked the
members for that proof of their confidence in him, _

; Dr. V. B..Schokman proposed a vota of apprecistion of the services
" of the retiring office-hoarers. This was seconded by Mr, D, V. Albendorff
and Messrg. Speldewinde and vanderStraaten expressed their thanks.

De. V. R. Schokman proposed and Dr. R. L, Spitiel seconded the
“election of Mr: F R. Loog as Honorary Beorstary. ‘

. Mpr, B. L. Brohier proposed as an amendment the name of Mr,
~ 'W. 1. B. LaBrooy, and this was geconded by Mr. B. A. vanderStraaten
L 8.0, .

Cn a show of hands being laken, a majority was found to bhe in
tavour of Mr. B. B, Licos, who was accordingly elected Honorary Secra-
bary.

Mr. C. A. Speldewinde proposed and Mr. H. A, vanderStraafen
saconded the elsstion of Mr, A. I, B. Ferdinand as Honorary Treasurer,
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_ As an amendmens, Dr. V. R. Schokman proposed the .na.me of Mr,
~ 0. L. de Kratiger, 7r.,’but on Mr. de Kretser withdrawing, Mr. Ferdinand

wag unanimously elected Honorary Treasurer. :

Mr. R. 8. V. Poulier proposed and it wag duly secondad thab. the

following gentlemen do form the Committee of Management for 1943 ;—

Colombo ;: Mr. D. V. Altendor#, 1. 8. 0., Mr. L. E. Blazé, 0. B. ®., Dr..

J. B. Blazé, Mr. B, L, Brohier, Dr. Frank Bartholomeusz, Dr. H. 8.
Christoffelsz, Mr, A, . Christofielsz, Mr. C.- L, Beling, Mr. O. L de

Rvretsor Jr., Dr. Sam ds ‘Vos, Mr. O. P. Brohier, Mr. H. L. Bartholo-.

meusz, Dr. H, A, Direkze, Mr. H. . do Kretser, Mr. G. H. Gratiaen,
Hoa, Mr. A, T. Keuneman, 8. ¢, Mr. F. E. Tioog, Mr. A, J. H, Martin,
Mr. J. A. Martensz, Dr. V. B. Schokman, Mr. O. C. Schokman, D¢. B.
L. Bpittel, 0.B.8., Mr. Q. A. Bpeldewinde, Mr. J. R. Toussaint, My. W. J. T,
LaBrooy, Mr. W. J. A, VanLangenberg, Mr. I, A, VanderStraaten, 1.8.0.,,
~ Mr. J. J. Weinman, Mr. G. A, Willg, M. 8. ¢, Mv, H. Willéd, Outstalion :

De. V. H. L. Anthonisz, Dr. B, 8. Brohisr, Dr. B L, Christoffelsz, Dr.
C. F. Dautrom, Hon, Mr. Q. L. de Krotiser, Mr. H, U.-de Vog, Mr. I, W.

. de Vos, Mr. Wace da Niess, Mr. G. V. Grenier, Col. 'A. C. B, Jon-

klaag, Mr. B. G. Jonklaas, My, G. P. Keuneman, M:B.E,, Mr, H. B.
Kriekenbeek, Dr. H. U, Leembruggen, Dr. H. Lindoviei.

An amended list was proposed by Mr. Fred Licos and duly seconded,
- The proposera of the fiwo lists then conferred with the Honorary Secre-
tary, and agreeament was reached, that 29 members on Mr. Poulier’s lisk

" should serve on the Committes, the names of Messrs. G. H. Gratisen

gud L. Thomasz being proposed for the last place on the list: A vote
- was accordingly taken, and Mr, G. H. Gratiaen was declared elected by
& largs majority. : T . .
- Mr. Lawrie MuthuKrighna was re-appointed Aunditor ¢n the same
.foe ng before, - ) : v
Proposed Amendment of By-laws.

Pursuant to natiee, Mr, O. L. de Kretser, Jr. proposed and Dr.
Sam de Vos seconded, " That by.law xvii (5)}'No liquor of any
degcription shall he brought into the Union premises by any individual
meamber for sonsumption on the premises’ be suspended for the duration
‘of the War ", ‘The following gpoke in favour of the motion:—Dr. V. R,

- . Schokman, Mr. Douglas Toussaint, and Mr. F. C. W. Van Gayzel, while

those who opposed tha motion were Hon. Mr. A. B. Keuneman, Hon.
Mr. 0. L. de Kretser My, J. A. Martenez, Mr. Walter Grenier, Mr. B. I,
Brohier, Mr. B. R. Blaze and the President. Dr. R. L. Spittel who also

"spoke proposed to remain neutral. The motion on being put to the

meating waa logk, 37 voting for and 69 against it,

A collaation was taken in aid of Sosial Sarvicé Punds and realised

Rs. 167-50. . : :
The meeting terminated with a vote of thanks to the Chair.
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Thirty-Fifth Annuaﬂ Report

Your Commiftee have much pleasure in submitting the following

: report for the year 1942 :~— .

Membership.—The number of members on the roll at the end of

“‘the year under review was 474, as compared with 433 atb 1.Jhe end of
“the previous year. The net increase of 41 members is arrived at as

- follows 1 S |
"At 81st Decembey 1941 - 433
Add new members 57 ]
6ld members rejoined 5 62
' 495
Liess resigned 8
struck off under Rule 6 (c) 8
died 5 21
474 -

This total includes 68 lady members and 30 temporary ' residents

Jin the Island.

Colombo Members. 19fil 1942
Paying Rs. 2-50 .. 63 63
. Re. 1 81 128
) . Cts. 50 148 136
Qutstation Members. :
Paying Re. 1 ‘ 57 58
,,  Cts. 50 72 76
Out of the Island 12 18
& 483 474

e, eem——

In July the Commander-in-Chief of the Netherlands Forces in the
East, Sir Conrad Helfrich, K.0.B., and the Officers of the Netherlands

. Torces in Ceylon accepted an invitation to be Honorary Members of
"-‘the Union during their stay in the Island.

General Committee and Office-bearers.Twelve Committee

" Meetings were held during the year with an average attendance of
© 19, Messrs. C. B. Foenander and C. L. Beling were elected to fill _two
. vhcancies. Mr. O. L. de Rretser {jr.) was appointed Secretary p_f the

Entertainment Committee in place of Mr. Fred Lioos who resigned.
. Mr. J. R. Toussaint acted as Secretary of the Genealogical Committee

for a _pa,rt of the year. : =.
_Standing Committee for Ethical and Literary Purposes.—The

gystem of monthly talks on subjects of general interest wag continued
“thiroughout the year and produced some very good papers, although
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on oceasions the atiendance was so poor as to raise serious doubts as
to whether the general body of members was interested in this
branch of the Union’s work. )

The Journal and the Bulletin made their appearance regularly
and contained muech inforihation of value. The cost of publishing
the Journal for 1942 was Rs. 572-78. Of this gum Rs. 984-73 was de-
frayed from the annuval subscriptions and the balance Rs. 288 was
charged to Donation Account. _

Many valuahle additions weré made to the Reference Librarvy,
and a catialogue of books was published. in the Bulletin for December

1942 The coliection is still far from complete, and gifts of books

from members will be greatly appreciated.

- Owing to war conditions, it was not possible to maintain a regil-
lar supply of magazines in the Reading Room, but what was avail-
able, supplem&nted by gifts from mf,mbers was sufficient to meet all
demands.

Standing Committee for Purposes of Social Service.—Twelve
meetings were held during the year, with an average attendance of
" 10. The total receipts for the Social Service Fund during the year
amounted to Bs. 2,905-98 and the payments therefrom to Ra. 2,922-56.

Regular help was given to 89 persons-during the vear. An analysis of

the receipts and p‘bymontq appears in the statement of accounts, Qur
thanks are due to the “ Desert Rats V', a concert party of the R.AF.,
who provided the programme for a concert in aid of Socml Servwe
Funds.

Standing Commitiee for Purposes of Genealogical Research.—
Nine meetings were held during the year with an average abtendance
of 5. The number of applications dealt with was 61, nearly half
being from members of the Dutch Community temporarily resident
in the Island.

Standing Commitiee for Purposes of Social Recreation, Enter-
tainment and Sport.—Members interested 4n this branch of the
Union’s activities were well ccxtered for this year. In addifion to the
usual functichs, there were an “Af Flome” to welcome Ilig T Excellency
Vice-Admniral Sir Conrad elfrich, K.0.B., and a Datich Tea at which
the Honorary Members were the gut,sts of the Union. The Honorary
Members were the hosts at two very enjoyvable dancez. There were
also a musical evening provided by the Hawaiian Band of a Duteh

ghip and two special functions at which the- membors of the Dutch
Forees in the Island were entertained.

The amount tic the credit of the Entermmment Fund af the end

of the year was Rs. 88-33,

The work of this Committee was glomﬂy facilitated by the gift -

of & valuable Radiogram from the officers of one of the Duteh ships,
It was decided that the scope of the activities of this Committee

should bé the subject of review by a special sub-committes and pro-
posala have gince been formulated with a view to using the activities’

of this Committee to remind members of the aiths and objects of the
Union. .

Standing Comumittee for Increasing the Membership.—This
Committee met three times during the year. An aittempt has heen

DUTOH BURGHER UNION T 149

made to complete a hst ‘of pez’sons ehglble for membership in the

Union.

Standing Commlttee for Historical Manuscrlpts and Monu-

‘ments.—This Committee has been responsible during the year for

the production of the anigue collection of Coats-of-Arms which adorn
the walls of the main Reception Boom.

Standing Committee for Purposes of Education — This Com-

" mittee held £ meetings during the year with an average attendance
- of 8, ‘

A special fund has been opened to enable the Commiltee tio carry

coub their aims and objects as set oul in By-law XIII, which was

recently added to the By-laws of the Union.
The sum of Rs. 250 standing to the eredit of this fund at the end

- of the year represents the donation received from one member. A

general appeal is at present being made to all members and it is hoped

that the response will be generous.

Thig fund should not be confused with the Vocation Fund re:
ferred to elsewhere in this report. The monies in this fund will be
used to help children of the Community requiring assistance abt any
stage of theiv scholastic career. The Vocabion Fund is reserved for
helpin by way of loans, students of proved ability tio enter profes-
sions or specialised vocations for which their talents and training are
bhest adapted.

A determined effort was made to bring home {o members the

" tull benefits of the Schneider Schelarships at St. Thomas’ College,
~and il 18 encouraging to report that both scholarships that were avail-
- able for compelition at the end of the year under review, among can-

didates recommended by the Union, have been won. New scholarships
will no doubt be available at the end of 1943.

Agrlcultural Scholarshlp —Through the generomty of a mem-
ber, & tad is now going through & conrse ot the School of Agriculture.

Sub-Committee for Building Shares.—The Articles of Associa-
tion of the D.B.U. Building Co., Litd., kave now been amended o

- permib of shares being held by the D. B U. Board as Trustees of the

‘Union. . Shares so held now fotal 67,
A sum of Rs. 1225-61 is available for the purchase of shares.
_ Although this Committee was not able to meet during the year,
~arrangements have been made for the purchase of 21 shares for tho

" Union and the trangfer to the Union of twenty shares which the

heirs of the late My, G, E. de Vos and Mrs. M. . Loos {(widow of the
late Me. Hlerman A. Loos) intend to gift to the Union.

5t. Nicolaas' Fete.—This annual festival was celebrated in the
usual manner, but the presence of ouwr Duteh friends, @ special
scheme of decorations and the singing of Dutch songs, including a
- song of welcome to St. Nicolaas, and Het¢ Lieve Vaderland, gave the
-Fete a distinctive nofe. Subseriptions collected to meet the expenses
amounted to Bs. 1056/-. Out of thig, a snan of Re, 948-45 was spent.

- 146 children 1ecuved gﬂts, as compared with 128 in the previous

year.
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Vocation Fund,—The posmlon of this fund is as follows :—

In Bank on 1-1-42 * . DRs. 5686-T4
Paid in during vear 300-00
Interest o T4-92
In Bank on 81-12-42 ... ... Re. 4061-66
To promises _ o Bs. 1150-00

Rs. 5211-66

No pmyments were made during the year, but almngements h:w
just been made to help n deserving case.

Loos Legacy.—The interest accrued during the year amounted
to Rs. 175-28, and Rs. 150-00 was used fo meet the cost of the
Christmas hampers for needy members of the Community, The
balance to the credit of the fund, which is to be used for Social
Service purposes, is Rg. 5858-94.

Speldewinde Trust Fund.—The balance to the credit of this
fund, the interest of which is to be wsed for educational purposes, is
. Rs. £514-00.

Beling Memorial Fund,—The amount to the credit of this fund |

ab the end of the year was Rs. 564-45; less Rs. 80-00, being the
amount spent during last year to help a young lady student who was
following a course of Art at the Technical College.

Arndt Trust Fund.—-This new fund was created this vear by a
donation of' Rs. 2000-00 received from Dy, and Mrs., E. W. Arndt in

memory of Dr. Ayndt’s parents., The money is tio be held in trust -

and the income used by the Bocial Service Committee towards help-

ing widows and orphans or-any deserving case. The money is depo-
_ sited in the Ceylon Bavings Bank. Interest for the year amounted
o Rs. 15-00,

Dr. de Hoedt Medical Scholarship Fund.—Your Committee has’ |

pleasure in publishing for your- mformatlon the following report
received from the Trustees of this Fund:—" Four students were
assisted by the Fund. During the year one passed the Final Exami-
nation in Class T and another the Second Professional, Part 1.
Assigtance to one student was discontinued. * Medical Oollege Fees
padd during the year amounted to Rs. 695-00.

The eash in Bank on 81st December 1942 was Rs. 1376-31.
Eunds of the Trust amounting to Rs. 15,000-00 have heen
invested in mortgage of house property at 6%,

‘Affiliation.—In terms of Bule 10 of the Constitution and in
accordance with rales framed by the Committee, the D. B. U. Tennis

~ Club and the D. B. Comrades were affiliated to the Union in April
1942, Owing to paper cont¥ol, the annual reports and statements of

- accounts of these bodies are not printed with this report. Copies

. are available at the office for the information of members.
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Constitution and By-laws. —During the year it became neces-
gary to reprint the Constitufion and By-laws, and advantage was

taken of the fact to bring the By laws into line with amendments
‘that had previously been made in the Constitution and to embody in

them certain decisions made by the Committee from time to time,
War Funds.— During the year a donation of Re. 100-00 was sent
from Union funds to the Send-a-Plane Fund and the following
donations made of monies collected from members by circulation of
subgcription papers: —
" Qloucester Fund " ... Rs, 207-50 ;
Ceylonese Forces Gitt Fund < Ras: 105-00

Finance.—Fleven meetings of the Committee were held during
the year with an average attendance of 6 members.

The accounts for the year, duly andited and s‘ubm-i_tted herewith,

~ disclose an excess of Income over Expendifure of Bs. 1958-38.

It will be observed that there has-been a marked improvement

- in the financial position, as compaaed with the ﬁgures of the previous

year,
The Tredisuren desires once again to express his per%onal thanks

‘" to all members for their ready support and co-operation.

C. A. SPRLDEWINDE,
Hony, Secrefary.
18th Mzurch, 19438,
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SOCIAL SERVICE CONTRIBUTION ACCOUNT

Receipts and Payments Account for the year ended the 31st December, 1942

REGEI“TS : PAYMENTS )
Rs. cts. ’ Rs, cts.

To Balance al beginning 1,481 34 By Coilector 8 G‘omm;samn on _
.+ Sundry Contributions 2,844 63 Contributions eollected e g8 10
5 Dividends on — ,» Postal Charges C e 19 56
29 Shares of The Duoteh Burgher Umon . Printing and Stationery 8 75
Building Go Ltd. 438 60 ,, Sundry Disbursements . .. 92,888 15
5 Interest from ' Loos Legacy’ . 150 00 ,, Balance at cloge - .. 1,464 76

» Proceeds of Concerts N 302 85 '
% Refund of Loan o 65 00
Rs. 4,387 39 : o Rs. 4,387 32
Certifiad ns correct : ) . Certlﬁed as correct
LAWEIE MUTHU ERISHNA - ’ _ E. A. vANDER STRAATEN

Public Auditos, . ' ~ Honorary Treasurer.



263 07

99 28

Less Depreciation at 10% per annum

"9 Biiliard Tables:

8,414 74

' THE DUTCH BURGHER UNION OF CEYLON. COLOMBO.

Ezcess of Income over
Expenditure

1,800 00

As per last Balance Sheet 2,000 0O

1,958 39 10,873 13

by

200 00

Less Depreciation at 10% per annum

Furniture and Fixtures:

As per last Balance Sheet .

1,243 51

79 50

4ddd Additions

. 1,823 0L

149 85 1,173 €6

25 00
124 35

Sale of old
Radiogram
Depreciation
at 10% per
anpum

Deduot

1,000 00

1 G.L.C. Radicgram

52,705 58

Rs.

32,705 53

I cer.hi-fy that, to the best of my knowledge nnd be-
of, the foregoing Balance Shest has been properly

Certified as corrpeti:

B. A, vANDER STRAATEN,

4o axhibit a true and oorrect record of

16 mtabte of affairs of the Dutch Burgher Union of

rawn Up S0 as

Honorary Treasurer.

untg and the infor-
and subject to my

eylon according to the hooks of aceo
wbion and ezplanatichs given me,

eport of fhis data:

26th Februatry, 1943,

. Public Auditor.

TLAWRIE MUTHU ERISHNA,
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: NOTES OF EVENTS.

[T

Summary of Procesdings of the Genernl Committes, 15th, December,
1943,-~~The following new members were elected:—Mrs. 0. L. van-
Liangenberg, Messrs, I'. Nieuwenhuizen, T. B. Aldonsg, R, C. 1. Andree,
J. H, Kook, B. W, Jansz, R. 8. 0. Stork, 8. Wielhouwer,J, Blchland,
M. Mullar. R, J. Koelman, J, H, Dubach, D. 8mit and M. Lezer.

19th. January, 1943.— (1) A vote of condolence was passed on
the death of Mr, T. K. Beven. (2} The Secratary reported that
0. G, D, Jonklaas and 8. J. H. Schokman had been awarded

© Bchnaider Scholarships. (3) The following new members were

elecbod :-—Messys., B. A. Albrecht, M. 7, Leembruggen, B, G T,
LaBrooy and L. G. Masrbonssz, Fe-envolled :—Moessrs. D. de La Harpe

~and W, 1. Martin,

16th, February, 1948.— (1) Resolved that the report of the
Sub-Committes on the reereational! activities of the Union be
printed and supplied fo all members, and that an Bdueationnl Sup-

pliment of the Bulletin ba published. (9} The following new mem-
. bers were elected :—Miss U. K. A. Alwis, Miss Ruth M. Christoffelsz,

Mr. D. W. SBchokman, and Mr. J. B, Bruijnis. Re-enrolled : Mr. 0. M.

- Koeh,

16th March, 1943.—~(1) The Secrelary reporbed that Mrs. M. E.

- Lioos bad gitted ten Building Company shares to the Union. (2) The

following new masmbers were elescted:—Mesgsrs. J. Pruis, M. H.
Bloemhard, H. A. Verhouteren, A. C. Chevalier, H. Weehuizen, J. P.
Jansan, G. H. Dirckze, 8. C. K. B Misso, C. B, C. Meier, H. D. Jansz,
Mrs, A. G. Kriekenbeek, and Mra. Agnes Martin. Re-enrolled: Mr.
H. A. R. Paulusz,

Gth Apwil, 1948. Mr. W. J. P, LaBrooy was slocted Assistant

Becretary and Mr. A, In. B, Fsrdinand was elected Bar Secretary.

D. B. U. Journal

A pnew volume of the Journal— Vol : xxxiii—Dbeging with the issue
for July. Membsrs are kindly requested to forward their subseription

.of Bs. 5 to My, J. R. Toussaint, Clifford Place, Bambalapitiya.
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NOTES AND QUERIES.

Introduction of Leprosy into Ceylon : With reference to the sug-
gestion, made by one of those present at the talk given by Dr.
Frank Bartholomeusz in the Union Hall on-* The Story of Hendala,”
that Laprosy was introduced into Ceylon by sither the Portuguese
or the Dubch Dr. J, BR. Blaze eontrlbates the following interesting
note :—

With regard te the alleged introduction of Leprosy into Ceylon by the
Dutch, not only was this disease, as you have pointed out, prevalent in Ceylon
long before the Dutch period, but it was almost unknown in the Netherlands
from the Seventeenth Century. [t is therefore doubtful whether, at the time of
the Dutch Conquest of Ceylon, there were in the Netherlands any lepersby whom
. the disease could have been introduced into Ceylon.

Leprosy was probably introduced into Eurepe in the first century B. 0. by

" Romans returning from campaigns in the East, and spread by them to the rest

of Europe. * There is no proof cof the presence of this disease in Europe before
the century preceeding the Christian era, but by the eighth century A. D. it bad

hecome sufficiently diffuse for precautions to be taken and enactments made re-

gulating the marriage of lepers, and appointing places for their reception, The
increase in the number of leper houses was rapid,” (H. Harold Scott, History of

Tropical Medxcme,(%g, Vol. i,, pages 580, 581). “The prevalence seems to have-
feached its height in Western Europe about A. D. 1200, but (it) was common for
the next 200 years, during and after which it declined and by the seventeenth -

century had almost died out. (ibid, page 572).

It may be added that India was a much nearer reservoir of the disease, and
a more convenient source of contagion, ¢ Leprosy is thought to have existed in
India for at least 3,000 years; certainly it is mentioned in Atreya’s Rig Veda
Sanita wnder the name Kushta, in the fourteenth-fifteenth century B, C., and from
the writings of Charaka and Susruta it was common in the country in the seventh
century B. Q. " (ibid, page 587), that is, not long before Vijaya is saitd to have
left India for Ceylon.  1tis therefors almost certain that Leprosy was brought
into Ceylon from India. Even today thﬂre are more lepers in India than in any
other country in the world.

Printed by Tqm Davidson for Frewin & Co., Fort, Colombo, and pubhshed
by J. R Toussaint, ** Muresk,” Chf.fard Place, Bambalapitiya

'Copzes may be hadﬂat 'the_D-_B‘. U Hall




