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RICHARD GERALD ANTHONISZ*

A hundred years ago, when the British had been in occopation
for half a century, the Fort and Harbour of Galle still elung to their
Duteh hervitage, struggling againgl the inevitable sarrender o new
wayg,  Galle continued to be the chief seaport of Ceylon. Tt swas
here that passengers landed from their ships and made their jonrney
Lo Colomhba in bullock-carts or horse-conches. Thore was no railway
or telograph communication. Duteh memories and infloences pre-
vailed, and still largely prevail, in {he narrow strects and gabled
houses of old Galle. You pass through the massive Dulch gateway,
gurmounted by the V. O. C. coat-af-avms, and enter al once inlto an
old-world cily. A century ago, its population numbered no move than
five or six thousand, of wham about five or gix hundred were Dulch
Buarghers., A few of them still sald Uheir prayers in Duteh, sang
Dutch hyvmns, hammed the Wilhelmas, and interlavded theiv new
English speeeh with Duteh words and phrases. Therve were two ov
three Tinglish schools, but Tnglish was not vet & home langunge ™
The religious activities of Asnglieans and Methodists were ranged
againet the old establisghed Duteh Reformed Chuoreh, which still
rvemaing.  And the old Doeteh rampart remaing, facing the troubled
sen, typical of the Duteh charvactor,— strong, golid, and enduaring.

It was into sach surroundings as these fthat Richard Gerald
Anthonigz was born 91 yvears ago, on the 29nd Oclober, 1852, The
family to which he belonged hiad Nivst gettled in Jaffna early in the
17th, century, and moved to Galle twelve vears hefore the Brilish
occupation began. Two brothers of the family came under the in-
finence of the newly-arrived Weslevan missionaries, served in their
minigtvy, and lelt names held in honour and reverence. The younger
of them, Abraham Anthonisz, had a son, Joseph Richard, who was
Becond Master and aflterwards Hoadmastor of the English Galle
Central fchool.  In this schoo! hig son, Richard Geyald, received his
enrly edueation, Winning the Queen’s Scholarskip, he passed into
the Colombo Academy.

T rAn address delivered by Mr. L. E. Hl"ize in the Umo:l Hall on 13rd
October, 1943, in ¢onuection with the Founder's Day Celebrations.
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Thenceforward he had a varied career H

. rd . )
Prooto; of the District Court in 1878, was an Assis:;aft eﬁﬁ:ﬁf ii
both Richmend College and the Colomhbo Academy, Headmaster of

of his old school in Galle, Registrar of Lands. Polj i
at length Assistant Registrar-General, Oolcnfél’bo.()hce Magistrate, and

All these years, from hig bhovhood, the Dutch lai
) 7 , B ) ahgua, d
doings of the Dutch in Ceylon were the chief interestg ofgltiis& Il’lel-sflll{g

hours—his hobby, if you like, f
' by, , for they were ¥ reg
profitless and visionary pursuits. v generally regarded aJs.

But then came, unexpectedly, an opportunity whieh just] i
Elevo_tlon to Dutch stgdies, and which wsf)s to pros;e ?Cﬁuigliilg-eigi
in h:s career. Certain lands in the Matara district were claime%. on
the strength of an old Dutch grant, the original of which the claim.-
ant challenged the Government to produce. The task of gearchin
for this document was allotted to Mr. Anthonisz, and the search w&g
Tpound to be long and Ia:porious, like looking for the proverbial needle
1r]:1[a;bund!e gf hay, so “ chaotic” was the condiiion in which the
fi ou‘sands of docum_ents were found. Mr. Anthonisz was therefors
specially set apart, in July, 1899, as ** Examiner of Dutch Records ™
His examination made the historieal and official value of the Reeords.
gleiagzr;l,egga,roagter XE;!;I‘,ha:l’!('i in January, 1909, he was appointed to a

b s - ) ot VD !
parna retirlza st as Jl Snz‘jlfgffd Librarian,” a post which he held

_ A just estimate of Mr, Anthonisz's work m bake int i
ation both thp nature and the importance of tlﬂeStxé‘gfli ltrllnt(?rgoxr\lrilsd ebr :
be done. If is not E—mough to say that Mr. Anthonisz was EX&I;.]..H ?I
of_ Becords, or A]_fchlvist and Librarian. ~Did he start, as. others d‘edl
with 2 _Well-eqmpped department, with well-regalated duties fmdlw"
well-trained staff ? Qn the contrary, he had practically to cre;ﬂ(:e h'c
departmen_ﬁ_._ So insignificant was the whole matter in the eyes 1?‘
the aunthorities, that the thousands of documents, of which the ]y)ut(?h
Gove:r.nmel_lt had taken particular care, and are now acknowledged
be of lnestl_ma.l?le value, were carelessly and indiscriminatel hffge g
on shelves in tied-up bundles. These had to be sorted out %he i}bpe
and damaggd papers attended to, and provisional Hsts m&cie Th?arn
was no trained staff. The Dutch manuseripts were not all .oi" th -
easy.to rea@, the closely-written Dutch of the 17th. century b e
specm}ly dlf!"mult. Mr. Anthonisz had no training ag an Al'ghiv?;?g
he trained himself. To-day the Archives' Office is an important estm"b’
lishment, though still inadsguately equipped. Eel us not for ; t-
but l_et us rgmember with pride, the share which our firgh Archivg?é
had in shaping its growth and developing its importance. He enj s
ed the qu cgnﬁdence of the public, who profited by his. 1‘esearc}110y‘

and the qiﬂoml recognition of his services came in his appointmeesi;
as a Justhe of thg Peace and in the award of the OOmpani‘onshi R nf
the Imperial Service Order. In Holland, where his scholarship pw;)s

known, h admitted s ber of t i i i
;f Lz;de rf. was admifted a member of the Society of Dutch Literature
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@ In all his wanderings, from one town to another, from one duty
to another, a persistent, compelling idea in his mind was the ambi-
guous and precarious position of the Community to which he helong-
ed, and to which he was historically, no less than personally, proud
to belong. He might be teaching mathematics to schoolboys in
Galle; or issuing land certificates at Ratnapura; or as & magistrate
sebiling disputes at Matara; or, later, in Colombo, translating for
Government or interested parties extracts from thembos; but ab the
background of his mind was the thought of his Community, its mem-
bers separated from one another by place and environment, and
drifting, not deliberately, but sullenly and almost unconsciously, from
their old moorings. Their racial name, to which they temaciouslty
clung, was given a wider and less desirable application. What he
insisted on was that the Dutich Burghers were, and are, *‘a distinct
class, with an origin, history and character of their own.” He would

. bitterly resent any impubation that they were a body of nondescripts

without race or language.

How was he to bring his scattered and leaderless pecple to &
clear recognition and accomplishment of this idea? There were the
uninformed and wavering to be convinced, the apathetic to be roused,
the triflers to be warned, and all to be united.

Mo rush ab once into publicity meant instant failure. A small
. beginning was the wisest course, and a chance offered itgelf. Dr.
Pring tells us that a few young men who wished to know something
of their history weve referred to Mr. Anthonisz. He weleomed them,
formed a class for them, and guided them in the study of the Dutch
language and Dutch history. Affier some months he suggested that
they should form a Society. This was the origin of * Het Hollandsch
Gezelschap ', the Holland Association or Fellowship, which was
tormally established in 1899.- It was then, and for this Tellowship,
that Mr. Anthonisz composed the song, '* Het Lieve Vaderland ", to
the tune of the Dutch National Anthem. The song was welcomed
in Holland as an expression of * the feelings of the Dutch Burghers
of Ceylon."”

The Holland Fellowship emphasized the study of Dutch, provided
for communication with Holland, and envisaged a library and a
_ history of the Dutch in Ceylon. But the ountbreak of the Boer War

made it advisable that no active work should be done, and the Fel-

lowship faded out.

Mowards the end of 1907, a Dutch visitor to the Island, Mr.
Maarits Wagenvoort, had logg conversations with Mr. Anthonisz,
and an Association®of Daotch Burghers was also discussed. Mr.
Wagenvoort suggested thab an Association on a wider basis of mem-
bership than that of the Fellowship should be formed. The sugges-
tion was adopted. Informal talks with leading men were held, but
there was little sympathy. The discouragement mef with ig des-
cribed by Dr. Prins as * something awful . A few staunch friends
rallied round him, but none of the prominent members of the Com-
muaiby were enthusiastic Some were distinctly opposed to the idea;
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others wore lukewarm or over-caubtious. *“He practically worked gll
alone,” said Sir Hector van Cuylenburg: “ It is trae T—so also
others—was consulted. Like a phlegmatic Dateh Burgher I doubted
. whether the idea was practicable.” Many indeed were the objections
raised. It would break up homes and families. It would create dis-
union, Tt would antagonize other communities. It would be regard-
ed as a political movement. What wag the good of it after all ?
The answar to all these objections is the establishment and growing
importance of the Datch Burgher Union of Ceylon and the respeck
it has compelled from others. Buag till it was established Mr.
Anthonisz had to avgue, to convince, to plead, and o conciliate.*

A preliminary meeting, held in the Lindsay Lecture Hall on the

126h. November, 1907, appointed a Committes to draw up rules.
These were adopted at an Inangural General Meeting held in the
Pettah Library on the 18th, January, 1908, which we accept as the
foundation date of the Union. Of this Union Mr, Anthonizsz was
Hecratary from the first #ill 1916, when he was enthusiastically
elected President, an henour which he enjoyed till his death in his
son’s house in Colombo on the 3rd. January, 1930,

On leaving Government Service Mr. Anthonisz refired to his
estate at Toniston, Heneratgoda, making dccasional visits to his son
in Colombo. He was twice marvied—first to Miss Deutrom of the
well-known Ceylor family, and then to Miss Pieters of Holland, In
his retivement ha employed his leisure in literary work. He had
already published a small bat valuable work on the Dutch Records.
The first volums of the Dutich in Ceylon established his reputation
as an impartial historian, and is regarded as authoritative both in
Ceylon and in Hurops. Twenty-five years before that volume ap.

peared, he gave us, in a lecture, a delightfal picture of social life in -

Caylon in old times, Speaking of it, SBir Edward Denbam once said
to me, in an excited tone, " Do you know that parts of it are liter-
ature?” Other lecbures and papers on connected subjects have been
puablished in the Journal of $he Union, of which he was the firgt
Editor, keeping it in the first rank of historical publications. He
found time, also, for his favaurite pursuits of less importance—
music, painting, sketching, photography, heraldry, and even stamp-
collecting., You had to be more or less intimate with him to be
aware of his many gilts, his many-sided activities, and the store
of anecdotes and reminiscences with which he entertained his guests
in his pleasant retreat at Toniston. '

“His life was gentle " : made so by his simple habits and fhat
proud infiegrity of character which, in rieh and poor, high and lowly
adorned the name of the Community, -

*Mr. H, P. Beling, one of the foremost helpers in 1904 adds this pointed
observation: “If R.G.A. did not found the Union there was no one elge whao
would have dene so, The more honour to bim ' :

DUTCH BURGHER UNION i

His greatness lies in this, that his life was a life of Service ; that

e sought nothing for himself, but laboored for the redemption of

i ity, 1 ' hity, collectively, a reali-
muniby, in restoring bol the Community, col ' ]
}zla;:i(j?lnéf itself, of its identity, ile honourable pas}l‘;, ite plaﬁe gréf‘l’l;)ljlg
i ife. tries, men who greatly
and social life. In all ages anf_l eoun , Breally soxve
5 cause, are invariably subJ'ecb to mis ,
Zlvgnollogzhfheir friends; to misrepresentation by the se.lﬁsh‘and the
designing ; to disparagement by the perversely env.mé}st, 1;:5) iiﬁg
wibtbicisme by the facetious. All this he, too, endured; but his

" worbh was soon made elear, and it will sk_line clearer E_Lndl clt:a;.ref alj
. new generations arise. He has left us an ideal of Service in the wor

which ha began, and which likeminded men helg;jed{to establilsnhén%‘h;
ion i : ization; it is part of a move .
Unien is not merely an organization; i ‘ oV
i bler. To this we are
ing forward to something better apd no 1 :
gi)?ﬁllggbyoihe insbinet of self-preservation and by the obligations of

" self-respect : algo by the inspiration of a great example.

'UNDESERVED CRITICISMS OF THE DUTCH IN
CEYLON.

By. J, B. TOUSSAINT.

(Continued from Page 38 of tha Issue for October 1943.)

iter on Ceylon feels that he has done his v}fork satisfac-
'torilygnﬁrslsbhe enlarges on the rc—;pressive_me&sures. which the]]J)l;tgh
took against the Roman Oathohc's. It is often forgotten t.ﬁ‘ u:fl

this matter the Dutch only acted in zblccordance with thg spmt_ o
the age in which they lived. At the time they_made their earliest
gsottlements in Ceylon, the long-drawn war wh_lch t_he Duotch waged
against Spain in defence of civil and religious liberties had réot epd-
ed, and the terrible sufferings thes{ had endured undel: the Tp&nlsh
Inguisition were still fresh in their memory. The discovery of_ta.
Partuguese plot to massacre the Dutch. at .J&ffna shortly after its
.- gurrender by them was not calculated o dxspmse1 the I?utok{ fam.vrr:)mri-j
ably towards those who professed thfa Roman Catholic faith ; bﬁ
with the passage of time and the cont]r_m'aqce of_ peaceful rul‘e. the
Duteh were moved.by a more liberal spirit in their dealings with the

Roman Catholics,

iting in 1782, John Ghristopher.Wolf: a G‘r.erma..x‘l, who was
emplee:ctl uider the Dutch and rose.to high office said:—" The :Dutc:ﬁ
Government allows liberty of conscience to every one. Only it w]1'
not permit that any man be disturbed in the exercise of thay pub i
weorship, which hag ite source in this docirine. Here the Qa.tholm
and Protestant Christians may each of them. perfprm thezmr devo-
- tions in their own way without let or molestation ; if he be true and
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upright in the station he holds in the State, he is never asked what
religion he professes; and indeed all religious disputes are discoun-
tenaneced by government 2% In this connection it is well to remind
ourselves that the Catholic Emancipation Bill, admitting Catholies
to Parlinment and to nearly all civil and pelitical offices in England,

gaslpa.ssed only in 1829, long after the cessation of Dutch rule in
eylon. :

. The Datch are often good-humouredly taken to task for enfore-
ing @he observance of the 8abbath by penal enactments, Duringthe
adm:_ni_strshbion of Governor Falek, a proclamation was issued in 1770
proh1b1bing the opening of shops on Sundays and holidays on pain of
imprisonment, That goed friend of the Burghers, the late Mr. J. P.
Lewis, who seldom migsed an opportunity of poking sly fun at them,
made the following caustic comment: *‘The Dutch were Puritans
—to usa the word in its widest signification—and held all the beliefs
and prejudices characteristic of that phase of religious opinion.
They were therefore of course striet Sabbatarians, and one of their
first legislabive acta having dealt with an important worldly interest,
namely, the enumeration of their slaves, their next made provision
for the due observance of the S8abbath.”?* But the Dutceh were not
the only sinners in this respect. In 1817 the British Government
issued a proclamation pointing out that the regulations of the
Duteh Government in regard to the observance of the Sabbath were
not heing observed. They theraefore prohibited all sales within the
hours of 8 and 12 in the forenoon of Sundays, Chrisimas Day, and

Good Friday, on pain of & penalty, thus deing exactly what the Datch
kad done.

In an attempt to depreciate the work of conversion performed

by the Duteh, Tennent remarks that ' it is observable that amongst

the multitude of Tamils and Sinhalese converts there is not a single
instance on record of a Moorman or Mohamedan who had been induced
0 en brace Chriséiantty. It is less practicable to diseriminate what
proportion of these large numbers were Christians in heart or mere-
ly Christians in name ; bul the records of the Duteh Government
as well as the caznal notices of the historians of the period, leave m;
room to doubt that in the opinior of their contemporaries the pre-
ponderance was considerably on the side of the latter ”.2% (The
italics are Tennent's). If the measure of the sucecess of a Church in
the work of convergion is to be judged by the number of converts
from Mohammedanism, it must be pointed out that the Duteh are
not the only people who have failed in this respeet. Thereisgood rea-
son to believe thati the position as regards Mohammedan converts has
not materially alfered, if it has altered af all, since the time of the
Duteh, not: because of any inherent defect in the methods of eonver-
sion employed, but by reason of the fact that in the vase of the

20 The Life and Adventures of J, (0. Woli, p.1277;;|
21 Ceylon Literary Register, May 1889, p, 3350
232 Tennent’s +' Christianity in Ceylon™, p.d4
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Coylon Muslims, religion and race are identical, and a change of
daith would deprive them of their justification for a separate ex-
iskence,

Ag regards the other allegation that the Dutch converts were
Christiang in name rather than in heart, the same charge might
with equal jnstification be broughé against the more enlightened
Christians of our own day. Everywhere the ory is that the Churches
are emply, and that Christians are sefting a bad example to the ad-
herentg of other faiths by their non-observance of the precepts of
their religion,

An attempb has been mada by some writers to show that Ministers
of religion in Dutch times had a very narrow outlock; that they were
more coneerned with their own bodily comforts than with the spiritual
side of their work; that villages ‘' with a reputation for fat chickens and
good mutbon’’, as one writer erudely pubs it, had o greater attraction for
them than villeges that lacked these culinary delicacies; and that their
visits were " as much of a nuisance and source of expense tio the villager
ag those of » revenue officer’'.?® If this wag all there wag o say against
the Duteh ministers, they must have been models of correct conduot ns
eompared with their brathren of obhar nationalities in the neighbourivg
continent. In regard to these latter, we are told that most of them were
actunated by no higher metives than the heaping up of worldly treasure.
Ons of thesa chaplains, after a service of little move than twenty years,
carried with him to Hngland a fortune of £ 50,000 ; another, after thir-
teen years’ service, £ 35,000; a third, after ten years’ service, £ 25,000, -
Bir John William Kave, the great historian of India, who cites these
instiances, makes the following eaustic ecomment: ' Unless they per-
“formed s number {(of) more burialg and baptismal serviees, and mayried
‘more Christian couples than there is good reason to believe, and unless
the feas recoived for such offices wore exorbitantly high, it is not clear
haw such fortunes could hava been accumulated from the ordinary wages

. of clerical Iabour. A slight suspicion of profitable trade must therefore

distuth the reflections even of the most charitable ”,2*

To come now o mabters other than thosze relafing to religion, Ten-
nent, who does not seom to have had reccurse to the original Dubch
records, but depanded on such tainted sources as were available to him,

. ineluding Philalethes, whom he mistakenly identifles with the Rev. G.

Bigset, delivers himself of the following tirade against the Dutch:
" Throughout all the records whieh the Duteh have left ug of their poliey
in Ceyloir, it is painfully observable thab no disinterested concern is
manifested, and no measures directed for the elevation and happiness of
the native population; and even whers care is shewn to have bheen bes-
towed upon the spread of aducation and religicn, motives ware apparent,
pithar latent or avowad, which detract from the grace and generosity of
the aes. Thug, schools were freely established, but the avowed object
wag o wean the voung Sinhalege from their allegiance to the emperer

1;3 Pieris, “ Ceylon and the Hollanders”,. p89
24 ]. W. Kaye's*'Chyistianity in India ", p. 111
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and the better to impress them with the p>wer and asecendancy of Hol-
la,n&.‘ Churches ware built bacause the extension of the Protestant fnith
wag likely to counteraat the influence of the Portuguese Roman Catholics,

and the sl‘area,d of Christianity to discourage the Moors and Mohametan
traders ' 2%

- It is & question whether any nation in the world at this peried of
history had reached such a high state of moral perfection as to place the
Walfq.ra of the paopls among whom their lot was cast above svery other
aousideration. The motives of the Dubch in developing Ceylon may nob
have besn altogether disinterestad, but nobody can deny thab they did
bring about an improvemant in the moral as well as the maberial con-
dition of the psople, aceording to the standards of those days. As the
Rev. R. Spence Hardy says: *' The policy of the Dubeh was selfish, and
ag regards the sommercial interests of the island, oppressive, but though

it was carried out in tha old style in whish despotic power was formerly

exsrcised, whether by republic or king, 1§ was vastly superior to

any thab had preceded it, from the timas that Liankas was made habitable

for men ', 29

Tannent’s charge that the avowed object of the establishment of
gehools by the Duteh was fo wean the Sinhalese from their allegiance to
the emperor, and to impress them with the power and aseendaney of
Holland, is one of those rhetorical flourishes in which his work aboundsg,
and ig not borne ouf by the written records. The Duich locked upen
education as primarily a means of bringing to the peopls a knowledge of

tha Gospel, and in this they were no different from other Christian

nations. Sinee it was only to She low-country Sinbalese that their edu-
cabional activities were confined, and ag these were already under the
domtinion of $he Dateh, thera cannot have besn any question of weaning
bhem from their ailegianea to'the emperor. The suggestion about impres-
sing the people with the power and nscendancy of Holland is what one
might expeet any governing nation to do; and asforemploying sdueabion
as & means ko this end, bhis is no very serious crime when we remember
that Empire Day is s1ill ohserved in our sehools, With regard to the
allegation that ehurches were built because it was bolieved that the ex-
tension of the Protestant faith would counteract the influenca of other
Christian bodies, that, if the allegabion were frue, wag not conduct
peculiar o the Dubech. All Christian bodies at shis period were actuated
by the same motives, sibaching greater imparbance to numbers than to
more lasting results,

Tyat ug refiurn to that veracious historian, Capbain Percival. On the
glrangth of a short stay in the island, he presumed to write a prejudiced
history of Qeylon. This in itsell ig nob a vary sericus offenae, and he has

had many imifators; bub when he mentions, as prevailing in Ceylon,

carfain manners and customs whish wers ohserved in other parts of the
world, and by analogy attributes them to the Duteh in Caylon, one san
have no confidence in such a profesgsd historian. Bus this is exactly

N

25 Tennent's “ Ceylon’, Vol, ii, p. 57
20 “ Jubilee Memarials of the Wesleyan Mission™, p. 35
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what Percival has done. e has said uncomplimentary things of Dutch
men and women in Ceylon. Ascording to him, the men indulged freely
in drinking and smoking; they spent the day in idle gossip with their.
neighbours ; they ate very gross and heavy food at their midday meal;
they then retired to rest; in the evening thay paid visiis or received visi-
tors at homs ; they smoked again : and alter a heavy dinner they retired
to bed. Percival would have us believe that this deseription was typi-
oal of the life led by the Dutch in the early days of British rule in
Coylon.2" '

His desoription of the life led by the ladies was not less absurd.
They did not exeel in econversabion ; they dressed in s slovenly manner
at homa; they wore neither shoes nor stookings in the home, but in the
evening they decked themselves ount ' in abundance of finery’; they con-
vorsed in barbarous Portuguese; they indulged in the habit of eracking

“their joints and rubbing them over with oil to make them supple; they

danced excessively; snd when actuated by jealousy they freated their
glave girls with great eruelfy.®®

The Dutch naturally took very strong excepbion to thim caricabure
of thomselves, The men of eourse had no means of shewing their dis-

. pleagure in s practical manner, but the ladies shewed more rescures. On

the occasion of the visit of Liord Valentia to Cevylon, the Governor gave
a hall in order that the former might be introduced to the Duteh ladies,
but they declined the invitation, as, to quote Lord Valentia, ' they had
taken prodigicus offence ab a character given of them in a work lately
publighed by an English officer, and would not therefore visit an Eng-
lish Governor'. Lord Valentia gives the show away combpletely when
he rematrks that '’ the writer alluded to ought not te have heen blamed
on thig head, a8 every observation respecting the Dulch femaleg is ex-
traoted irom Admiral Stavorinns's account of the women at Batavia, and
that, as nearly verbatim as the change of place would admit*, In other
words, the Duteh ladies in Coylon must have done certain things beeause
such things were done elsewhere.

The Duteh ladios exhibited much spirit in those days. Lord Valentia
records that befora this incident they had had a dispute with the Gover-
not beacanza he agked them to a ball before ha had invited bhem to din-
ner. 'They rasented this breach of etiguette, bub the Governor used his
persuasive powers to good effsct, and they atbended the dance, after
which he gave them a dinner.?? All of which goes to prove that the
character given bo them by Captain Parcival was merely spiteful,

This araze for running down the Duteh hasg also its humorous side.
T4 ig donbiful whether a more frivolous allegation hag ever been brought
againgb & whole people than that made by Qapbain Percival, when he sc-
cuges the Dutch in CGeylon of haviog heen responsible for an epidemis of
raty owing to the alleged hahit of keeping their houses untidy., We of

27 Percival's CeyIc;n", p.-p. 136, 137 )
23 . Tbid, p.p. 135-140
20 Lard Valentia's ©* Travels ", P. 276
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aourss now knaw that it was the system of undergronn i

honred thel rats, but sanitary science was nob so a%?ancigai]iigggtigig-
an_d any sﬁnck wad good enough with which to beat the Dutch, So Gap:
tain Peroival writeg thab when he arrived in Ceylon in 1798, he found
the hauses terribly infested with rats, which he attributed i’n a great

measure $o the Dutch, who kept their godowns and outhouses full of.

lumber. The cats and dogs owned b '

. v the Dufiech were unequal to the task
of l_seep_u?g down the rat population ; but when the terriers belonging to
the British officers appeared on the scane, they were more than o match

for th ; - . . t
ishedﬁeo rodents, and in a little time their numbers had sensibly dimin-

Attention has nlready been drawn to the fact thab th i

thosa early dfmys often drew general eonelusions from isola,tliade xﬁfmt%f
An outstanding a_xu.mple of thie is to be found in Cordiner’s ns,rml;ive.
In tha sourse (_:f his journeyings he eame across the ruing of alarge boust;
near Galle, said to have been built by one of the Dubch Governors in a

singularly strange situation”. It was “under the brow of a roeky moun-
bain, which denied it either the sight or influence of the sea’”, and it was
su_rrounded on the other sides by hillg and thickets, so thak ;w breath of
Wl‘nd uouId'noh blow upon it {from any guarter. Upon this frail found-
ation, Cordinar Il3as built up a formidable indictment against the Duteh
who, he says, ook particular eare to exelude the sea air from theill'
houses, and placed them in sheltersd valleys, in the midst of marshes
and qften cloge .!30 pools of stagnant water”.®* Here Cordiner iz olear] ,
drawing on hig imagination, for we know that the Duteh were an urbaz
pec?ple and sel_dom built houses outside the town, It thaey occasionall
built & house in what we eonsider an unhealthy spot, it must have beenslr
for some good reason, and not owing to any parbiality for marshes and
sjnagnant waber, To attribute such a failing to a people with whom clean
liness amonnts almost to a vice is to do them a grave wrong. )

It is sometimes asserted fhat the abuses which pravail

rule Were.due to the inferior class of parsons sentpo:t fr%%uan:ﬁaB:létgg
He]E'e, agaln, .ﬁha charge Is not applieabls to the Duteh alons Oh[r.ler
na.b‘llons too did not send out to the colonies their best men, Thla anthor
of “Ceylon and the Hollanders " agsserts that ‘' Ceylon was treated as a
gonvemens sispoﬁ where blockheads, libertines, and bankrapts, who had
inflzence W]ﬁh'bhe Directorate, conld easily ba dumped ”.33‘ But th

sama ean ba sald of cther eolonising nations too. An English wriﬁere
deseribing bhe class of peopls who went to India, gays: ' They weré
ofteq advqnturers; men who gought those golden sands of the Fagt ¢

repair b}}elr broken fortunas ; to bury in oblivion a sullied name : or tg
wring with lawlass hand, from the weak and unsuspecting, Wea!bh’Which

they had not the char : ; 3
bt home "8t aractor or the capacity to obtain by honest industry

3o Percival’s « Oey-Eﬁ ',7p 29

3T gordiner’s ““ Ceylon ', Vol.si. p- 6o

32 Poiris’ ** Ceylon and the Holl "

3% Thidp. Isgy : ollanders ™, pp. 75, 153
34 XKaye's ““Christianity in India”, p. 46
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As regards the institution of slavery, those who have not studied
the subject usually abtribute its introduetion into Ceylen to the Duteb,
whoreas the Dutch only eontinued a system which they found prevailing
here and which their predecessors, the Portuguess, had copied from the
Sinhalege and Tamils. There is also a tendency to accuse the Dutch of
wanton eruelty to their slaves. Individual cases of cruelby there may
have been, but in gensral the Dutch treated their slaves with greab
humanity, o0 much go that when slavery was abolished, some of the
slaves preferred to reomain under their Duteh masbers on the old terms
of mervituds. It must also be rememberead that the Dutch were not the
only Buropean nation in the Fast or West who recognized slavery. Tt
wasg as firmly established among the English in India and the West In-
dies s it was among the Duteh in Ceylon, :

To come down to more vecent times, William Digby, in his life of
Sir Richard Morgan, by way of shewing thab the Duteh Burghers of the
olden days were what he ealled “inaccessible to modern ideas of political .
aconomy ', relates the story of one of them, Adrian LaBrooy, who ex-
presged his astonishment ab the short-sightedness of Government in nof
establizshing a rice store and competing with the Chetties so as bo keep
down prices; whila he also regarded ag a greab mistake the action of
Government in allowing Indian labeurers to come to Ceylon to work on
up-country eshates.®® Digby speaks patronisingly of this old Dutch Bur-
gher as if he were an interesting relic of a bygone age, whereas in reality
he wag very much in advance of his day. We have lived to see the ful-
filment of both his ideas, for not only hasg the rice trade been practically
baken over by Governmen$, but Indian immigration has, to all inbents
and purposes, been brought under State control, -

This tendency to malign the Dutch persists up to the present day.
Quite recently it was alleged that the Duteh were responsible for the in-
troduction of laprosy into Ceylon, a statement for which there is not the
glightest historieal foundation—indeed, all the evidence there is goes 6o
ghow that leprosy was prevalent in the island whan the Dautch arrived
kere, Happily, wa are better informed now in these matters than we were
a century snd a half ago, and such allegations when made meet with in-
gtant refutation. Recent events have snabled the Dubch eharacter to be
more fully understood and appreciated than before, and it is hoped that
this knowledge will lay the foundation of a juster estimate of the Dutsh
in Ceylon, so that there will be an end to this senseless pastime of saying
hard and eruel things about a people who deserve a better fate.

GENEALOGY OF THE SPELDEWINDE FAMILY
OF CEYLON.

(Compiled by My. D. V. Altendorff.)

Christiaan Speldewinde of Amsterdam, married at Jaffna, Johanna
Verwylk, daughter of Jurgen Verwyk, and he had by her:

35 *“Life of Sir Richard Morgan ", Vol. i, p. 32
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1 Chriskiaan, whoe follows under I1.
2  Aletta, married at Jaffna :—
(a) Jacob Otley, Boekhouder.

(b) oth February 1756, August Christiaan Gotter of Zulst.
Chief Surgeon.

{c) 22nd June 1777, Gerrit de Vos, born in Negapatam,
Asgistant in the Duteh East India Company at Galle in
_1748, Administrateur at Galle in 1762, Dissave at Mabara
in 1770-1774, widower of Johanna van Duaren,

3 Johannes, Wykmeester at Jaffna,

Il

Christisan Speldewinde Boekhouder, born cirea 17320 i
. e : : . 90,
Jaffna, Christina Adriana Cuyck van Mierop, and he had by hlszfd ab

1 Christing, married at Jaffoa, 8th Sept
Johan Rodriguez, Burger. eptembor 1773, Anthony

2 Johan Willem, who follows under III.
3 Hendrik, who {ollows under IV.
4 Jacobus, died 4th December 1788, married at Jaffna, Maria

Brancina Amelia Boon, daughter of Jan Augustin Boon of Breda,

Lieutenant in the service of the Dutch B i
. . ast Indi
Francina Ignatia de Bruno. " Oompa.uy, and

§ Johannes Simonus, married at Jaffna 21st
Johanna Catharina van Heuvel. » 218t Soptomber 1795,

NN
Johan Willem Speldewinde, Borger, married at Jaffng
(a) 17th Ostobar 1773, Johanna Gé.hha.rina. de Koerk,

{b) 1st June 1794, Augustina Anthoni i ‘
Ik Vortagon, nkbonigz, widow of Jan Hen-

(¢} 8rd November 1799, Johan Aarnout Mom,
Ot the first marriage, he had :—

1 Christiaan Philippus, Vaandrig (Ensige), married at Joffng ;o
(a) 4th October 1795, Anna Sophia Vertagen, .
(b} 29th Ootober 1797, Johanna Robertina Deutscher,
(e) 99th January 1799, Maria Elisabeth van Schoonbeek
(?) 9k Beptember 1820, Rosina Gedia van Winn. '

: . IV.
Hondrik Speldewinde, Vaandri i i
_ ) g, {Fuosign), married at i
gosdof,ri;‘gaf{l:ct?ofr?ﬂe% Ell.sa.bet.h Koch, born cires 1762,%&325‘&1: ln%
0 -Buppin in Brandenburg, and Wilhelmi
lgna Rovert. (D.B.T. Journal, Vol, X, page 128 ) H; hidmbl;a}‘:éffffa-'
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1 Johan Godiried,; who follows under V.
2 Jacoba Cornelia, born cirea 1785.

3 Daughter, married Gualterus Petrus Theodorus van Rossum, son
of Wiilem van Rossum of Utrecht and Catharina Alliers of
Jaffna, _ : '

4 Hanry George, who follows under VI,

V.

Johan Godfried Speldewinde, born 30th September 1782, died 10th
October 1838, married in the Duteh Reformed Church, Galle : —

{(a) 80th October 1814, Carolina Jasoba phraums, daughter
of Coenrasd Christinan Bphraums and Sauche de Sielwe.
(D.B.U. Journal, Vol. XXIV, pags 105),

(b) 7th June 1828, Anna Leonora Anthonisz baptised 5th
September 1797, daughter of Johannes Martinus Antho-
nigz and Maria Agnets Starkenburg.

Of the first marriage, he had : —

1 FHredrik Hendrik, who follows under V]I,

9 Cyrus Henry, who follows under VIII,

3 Henry Godlried, born 12th March 1827.

Of the second marriage, he had :(—

4 Meraiana Johanna Dorothes, born 18th July 1830, married in
the Duteh Reformed Church, Galle, 11th February 1852, Cyrus
Henricus Jansz, born 18th August 1830, son of Albert Jansz and -
Ohrigtina Wilhelmina Scheffer.

: VI.

Henry CGeorge Spsldewinde, District Judge of Tenmaratche and
Patchipalle with head quarters at Chavakacheheri, born 8th November
1786, disd 14th January 1840, married at Trincomalee, 5th March 1809,
Johanna Petronella Schultz, and he had by her ;-

1 Dorothea, married at Jaffna, 1850, Benjamin Charles Roelofsz, son
of Benjamin Lourensz Roelofsz and Aletta Cornelia Thysz,
{(D.B.U. Journal, Vol. X, page 97). _

9 Harriet, married at Nellore, 8th March 1842, Edward Meyer.
Praderica Wilhelmina, born 18th January 1815, died a$ Trinco-
malee, 21st April 1816, '

Arnoldus Frodrick Alexander, born 2nd November 1816.
Simon Johan, who follows under IX.
Henry Hredrik, who follows under X.
William, who follows under X1,
VII.

Predrik Hendrik Speldawinde, born 22nd December 1815, died 16th
October 1856, married in the Duteh Reformed Church, Galls. 15th May
1837, Angenita Dorothea Smith, born 5th June, 1813, died 14th October
1859, daughter of William David S8mith and Johanna Cornelia Malm.
berg. (D.B.U.Journal, Vol, XXIV, page 102). He had by her i— '

[=-)

-3 O



4 THE JOURKAL OF THE

1 Frederica Amelin, died 11th ¥ebruary 1868, married in the
Dutch Reformed Church, Galle, 15th September 1858, Benjamin
Mareus Armstrong, son of John Armgtrong and Hendrista Anna
Helens, Boganrs,

£ Gorard Henry, who follows under XII.

VIII.
Cyrus Henry Spsldawmde, born 8th August 1821, died 25th Octo-
ber 1880, married in the Datch Reformed Church, GaIle Srd April 1845,
IBligabath Philipina Theress Anthonisz, horn 7th December 1824, dled
Tth September 1908, daughter of Leoumrdus Heanricus Anhhoms? and
Susanna Dorothea Deutrom. (D.B.U, Journal, Vol. XXXI, page 63).
He had by her :—

1 Bophis Emelia, born 14th June 1846, died 8th February 1891,
married in the Dateh Reformed Church, Galle, 21st July 1869,
William Hdward de Vos, Crown Proctor and Justice of the
Poace, Galle, born 14th September 1845, died 25th May 1899,
son of Willem Hendrik do Vos and Charlosta Arabella Vander
Smagt. {D.B.U. Journal, Vol. XX VII, pages 140 and 145, and
Vol. XEXVIII, page 85).

IX,

Bimon Johan Speldewinde, married at Jaffna, 8th April 1847, Fran.

cos Ann Riberg, and ha had by her ;—

1 Francis Adolphus, whe follows under XIIT.

2 Edward Alexander, born 1864, died 24th October 1916.

8 Charles Gerard, who follows under XIV.

4 Frances Adelia Alice, born 2ud January 1859, died 27th January
1929, married in the Duteh Reformed Church Wolvendaal, 9nd
January 1884, Immael Henry Keageal.

5 z%;;u.;na. Charlotte, born 16th September 1861, died 6th January

6 Henry Arthur Viebor, who followe under X V.
X,
Henry Frederick Speldewinde, married at Jaffna :—

(a) 1st May 1848, Henriettn Wilholmina Grenier, born 25th
July 1831, dauvghter of William Jasob Grenier and
Susan Ann de Wolf. (D.B.U. Journal, Vol, XXIV,
page 63),

(b) At Battioaloa, Anne de Niesge.

Of the first marriage, he had :—

1. Evelyn Harriet, born 1st April 1850, died 30th Dacamber 1931,
martied in Bb. John's Church, Chundukuli, 22nd Mareh 1871,
Samuel Redlieh, born 4th May 1848, died 9th January 19045,

Of the second marriage, he had :—

9 Jemima Louisa, born 1854, married in the Dutch Reformed
Chureh, Galle, 3rd June 1872 George Bernard Rulach, Minister
of the Duteh Reformed Church, horn 1849,
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3 Peter Harris, who follows under XVI.
4 Lionel, disd unmarried.
5 Gerald, died unmarried.

XI.
William Speldewinde, married at Jaffna, Eliza Rodriguez. and
he had by her :—

1 Alired Cecil, Liand Surveyor borr 186h April 1857, died 3th
December 1999, married in Christ Church, Jaffna, Felicia
Grace (Naney) Margencut, horn 20th August 1861, died 4th
April 1981, daughter of Charles Margenout and Ann Theile.

XIT1.

Gerard Henry Speldewinde, born 6th Oetober ]839 married in
the Dufich Reformed Church, Matara, 29nd I'ebruary 1865, Georgiana
Angenita Keuneman, born 16ﬁh June 1840, died 8th February 1916,
daughter of Jurgen David Bartholomeus Keuneman, Crown Proctor,
Matara, and Gerardina Carolina Vollenhoven. (D. B, U. Journal,
Vol. XXIII, pages 93 and 201). He had by her:—

1 Frederie Gerard, born 21st July 1867.

2  Gerbrude Amelia, born 31st Decamber 1868, died 24th March
1935, married in the Dutch Reformed Ohurch Matara, 4th
October 1900, William Jehn Stork, Deputy Reglstrar of the
Suprems Court, born 21st December 1844, died 14th Decem.
ber 1925, widower of Sophia Ileanor Gratizen, (D. B. U.
Journal, Vol. VI, page 20}, and son of William Jobn Sterk
and Johanna Adriana Fretz (D. B. U. Journal, Vol. II,
page 72, and Vol, VII, pages 24 and 25).

8 (odfrey Henry, born 20th June 1870,
4 Y¥rances Alice, born 1st June 1879.

XIIT.

Francis Adolphus Speldewinde, born 31st March 1849, died 20th
May 1887, married in St. Stephen’s Church, Trincomalee, 27th Feb-
ruary 1879, Bliza Alexandra Maartensz, born 15th July 1863,
daughter of Alexander Godlieb Maarbensz, Assistant Colonial
Surgeon, Civil Medical Department, and Johanna Henrietta Wendt.
{D. B. U. Journal, Vol. V, page 65, and Vol. XXXIII, page 41). He
had by her:— i

1 Frank Adolphus, who follows under XVII,

- 2 Donald Charles, who follows under XVIII.
8 Tsabel Ruth, born 28th July 1882, married in Ht. Paul’s
Chureh, Kandy, 27th Febraary 1908, George Basil Warburton
Gray, son of william Gray, Planter, and............ Jedd.

4 Maxwell Huogh, born 9th March 1884, left for Borma many

years ago and not heard of since,

5 QGuy Everard, who follows under XTX.

6 Clair Alexander, who follows under XX,






