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THE BURGHERS IN-POLITIC 

BY J. R. TOUSSAINT. 

The question of constitution reform is at present so much to the 
J'oie that it will be interesting to examine the position of the Bur
ghers from the time political privileges were first granted to the 
people of Ceylon, and to see how the various changes introduced from 
time to time have affected the Burghers. Such an inquiry will shew 
that in the early stages the Burghers, along with the other' commu
nities, were in the forefront of the agitations for political reform, and 
niiide good use of the privileges secured by them. If in recent years 
their interest in politics has not been as warm as it has been at the 
start, it is due, not to a lack of political sense, but to causes entirely 
beyond their control. The present proposed constitutional changes 
could not but awaken the Community to a sense of their danger, and 
1 hey are prepared to take .part with the other communities in the 
ofi'ort to secure a Constitution which, while conserving the in
terests of each community, will ensure the welfare of the Island as 
a whole. ' 

After the capitulation in 1796, Ceylon was made a dependancy 
of the Madras Presidency, but in 1798 this ^connection ceased, and 
Irom that year up to the end of 1801 the control was divided between 
the Crown and the East India Company.' The form of administra
tion was similar to that of the Madras and Bombay Presidencies, 
\vi bh this exception that there was no Council, all executive and legis
lative power being vested in the Governor. On the 1st January, 1802, 
the control of the East India Company was abolished, and Ceylon 
became a Crown Colony under the Colonial Office. Executive and 
legislative power continued to be vested in the Governor alone, sub
ject to revision and confirmation by the Home Government. An 
important innovation was the establishment of an Advisory Council 
composed of the Governor, the Chief Justice, the Officer Command
ing the Troops, the Principal Secretary to the Government, and two 
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other officials nominated b> the Governor. The Governor was ex
pected to consult the Council on ail matters of importance, but was 
not reqaired to follow its advice. He had power to suspend or dis
miss members. ' 

' The association of the Governor with the Chief Justice and the 
Officer Commanding the Troops was not productive of the happiest 
results. Dissensions arose between the Governor and the Officer 
Commanding the Troops, and again between the latter and the Chief 
Justice, until the Governor was forced to exclaim :' " The merest tri
viality is supposed by the General to involve the fate of Empire, 
-and by the Chief Justice to attack the foundations of the Social 
Order." 

Unsatisfactory as the system was, it remained in force until 
1833, when Colonel Colebrooke's recommendations for the improve
ment of the Constitution were introduced. As has already been seen, 
under the old Constitution the Governor had complete executive and 
legislative power, assisted by an Advisory Council of officials. This 
body now became the Executive Council, and was composed of the 
Governor, the Chief Secretary,, the Queen's Advocate, the Treasurer, 
and the Government Agent of .the Central Province. The Governor 
was required to consult the Executive Council on all but trivial or 
urgent matters. An important change was introduced by the estab
lishment of a Legislative Council composed of nine official and six 
unofficial members, the latter to bo nominated by the Governor from 
among the educated people of the country and the European ^colo
nists. The official members were the Officer Commanding the Troops, 
the Colonial Secretary, the Chief Justice, thf Auditor-General, the 
Treasurer, the Government Agent, Western Province, the Govern
ment Agent, Central Province,, the Surveyor-General, and the Collec
tor of Customs. 

Governor Horton nominated in 1835 as the first Ceylonese Un
official Members Mr; J G. Hillebrand, a senior Burgher Proctor, Mr. 
J Phillipsz Panditaratne, a Sinhalese, and Mr. A. Coomaraswamy, a 
Tamil. He did not appoint the three European Members at the 
same time owing to the difficulty of fimling suitable persons. The 
European Community toot umbrase at the delay, and when Euro
pean Members were finally appointed, they refused to serve on the 
ground that the Ceylonese Members already appointed would take 
precedence over them ; while tliey also demanded that the number of 
official and unofficial members should be equal. Incidentally, this is 
the first instance of the demand for popular control, or in modern 
parlance, for balanced representation. Failing to get redress from 
the Secretary of State on these points, the Europeans accepted the 
situation with good grace, and three of their number took their seats 
in Council in 1837. 

But the unofficial members had very little real power. All Ordi-
nanees^and subjects for debate bad to be introduced by the Governor, 
although any member could enter in the Minutes his reasons for 
wishing to propose any Bill or debate'any question. The Governor 
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had power to veto all legislation, while he was also forbidden to pro
pose or assent to Bills on a variety of subjects. This state of things 
continued until 1860, when the Governor's control of. subjects for de
bate in the Council was abolished, aud any member could propose 
any Bill or question which was not- concerned with finance. No 
Ordinance or resolution could however be passed or question debated 
the object of which was -to dispose of or charge any pact of the 
revenue unless the Governor himself introduced the proposal or 
authorised it. 

The question of allowing the officials to vote according to. then-
conscience was considered as early as11837. The Colonial Office took 
a liberal view and expressed the opinion that it was impossible to lay 
down a universal rule; much would depend on the circumstances of 
each case. Generally speaking, all nine officials should be permitted 
to speak and vote freely in the Legislative Council- On rare occa
sions, when the main principles on which the administration of the 
Colony was conducted were involved, it might be expedient that the 
Governor should have it in his power to require the resignation, or 
even to proceed to the suspension, of any public officer who might be 
unwilling to support him. The question arose again in 1841, and the 
Secretary of State laid down ^the rule that in non-essentials the 
utmost freedom of debate should be allowed to the official members. 
Buti when the question in debate was one in which the character or 
the general policy of the local Government was at stake, or when it 
was one which the Governor himself regarded as affecting the repu
tation or the successful conduct of his Government, the Legislative 
Councillors, who were also members of the Executive Council, must 
support the Governor's measures, at least by a silent acquiescence or 
by neutrality. 

This arrangement, with some modification^, worked for some 
years, but in 1875 the question was revived by tL,e Chamber of Com
merce, who petitioned the Secretary of State to allow the official 
members^to vote on all occasions in accordance with their private 
opinions. The Secretary of State disallowed the request, as in his 
opinion the essence of the system was to' leave the sole responsi
bility for all action, both in legislative and administrative matters, 
in the'hands of the Governor, subject to the control of the Secretary 
of State. _ 

The Europeans and the Burghers were dissatisfied .with the 
minor role assigned to the unofficial members, and they made at
tempts from dime to time 60 limit the Governor's powers, but without 
success." The agitation was spasmodic, usually coinciding with 
periods when the coffee industry was in difficulties, or when the ex
penditure on roads was less than the 'merchants or planters de-
minded." One petition to the Secretary of State asked that the 
number of the unofficial members be increased, and that they be 
permitted to originate Bills or subjects for discussion. Other peti
tions asked tha t the Orown Colony form of Government -be 
abolished and replaced by responsible Government, but to no put-
pose, 
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The ag i t a t ion was revived in 1859, b a t t h e reforms asked, foi' 
were s t rongly opposed by Sir H e n r y Ward , who w r o t e t h a t " i n a 
Coloay the .popu la t ion of which cons i s t s of seven or e igh t . thousand 
E u r o p e a n se t t l e r s , a small t hough in te l l igen t c lass of B u r g h e r s , and 
t w o mil l ion of Sinhalese, Tami l s , a n d Moormen, whol ly unaccus
tomed to t h e working of a const ibut ional sys t em, you panno t 
In t roduce t he pr inciple of r e p r e s e n t a t i v e a n d Responsible Govern
m e n t as it is applied in Canada.- t he Crown for m a n y 
y e a r s m u s t hold t h e ba lance be tween E u r o p e a n and n a t i v e i n t e r e s t s , 
if i t wish to see o rder m a i n t a i n e d and legis la t ion impar t i a l ly con
ducted*' . I n t he course of th i s de spa t ch , t h e Governor made a most 
ex t r ao rd ina ry s t a t e m e n t regard ing t h e Burghers , which is qu i te in
explicable a t t h e p resen t day, and for which there does n o t appea r to 
h a v e been t h e s l igh tes t foundat ion. H e said t h a t t h e Burghers 
possessed " n e i t h e r t he respect nor t h e affection of t h e na t ives 
if you value t h e peace of Ceylon, you m u s t never give these gent le
men a p reponderance in t he Legis la t ive Counci l . T h a t i s t he i r 
p r e sen t object " . T h e resu l t of t h i s ag i t a t ion was t h a t t h e unofficial 
m e m b e r s were given t h e r igh t to in t roduce Bil ls . 

The dissatisfaction of the unofficial members reached its climax in 
1864 over the question of the mil i tary expenditure. 3?or many years 
previous) to this , the amount of the military contribution had been a 
standing cause of contention, the unofficial protesting that it waa ex
cessive, and the Imperial Government complaining that it was insuffi
cient. In 1861 a Parliamentary inquiry was held and a resolution waa 
passed that the cost of a colonial garrison should, whenever possible, bs 
borne by the Colony, unless the troops were maintained there.for Im
perial and not for local needs. The unofficial grudged, the expenditure 
on the troops, since is decreased the amounA. avail able for opening road 
communications. They declared that t hay 'we re willing to pay their 
fair share of the military expenditure, but they insisted tha t t he Legis
lative Couneii alone smould determine the amount. Led by Lorenz, 
thay passed a vote of censure on the Government, I n spite of this de
feat, She Ordinance embodying the Secretary of State 's instructions re
garding the military contribution was passed by the official majority. 
As a protest, line six unofficial m e m b r n resigned in a body, char^ote; is-
iag the pr.,co*iditigs as unconstitutional, unworthy, and humiliating. On 
the advice of the Executive Council, the Governor declined to accept 
the resignations. The Colonial Office was informed by its legal advisers 
tha t the resignations did nob affect the validity of the Ordinance, since 
they were not accepted by the Governor. 

This incident led to the formation of the Ceylon League, with the 
object of obtaining an unofficial majority in t h e Legislative Council, arid 
thus gaining popular control of the Budget. For several years the 
League carried on a vigorous agitation in,. Ceylon and England, but the 
Colonial Office refused to give way, and in about the year 1869 the acti
vities of the League ceased. 

No changes of any importance in the composition of the Council 
took.place for some t ime, except the appointment of two additional 
unofficial members to represent the Kandyan Sinhalese and the Mobam-
medaa oommnnibieB. In £889 the term of offiee of febe unofifioUl ine&oi-
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bers, who originally occupied their seats for life, was limited to three 
years, this period being subsequently extended to five years, with .the 
right of re-nomination for a further term qf. five years. 

In the early years of the present century the demand for a more 
popular form of representation was renewed, and in 1909 representations 
were made to the Secretary of State complaining of . the antiquated 
character of the Legislative Council and .of the over-representatui i of 
European interests, and asking for the elective principle and for the ap
pointment of one or more members to the Executive Council. ..Governor 
MeCallutn, in forwarding the memorial to the Secretary of State, oppos
ed the abolition of communal representation and the grant of the 
elective principle, the latter on the ground that if the franchise were 
granted, based on an educational qualification, the power of election 
would fall into the hands of a section of the community which had been 
estranged from their feilow-oouotrymen by their training and education 
on European lines. 

The Secretary of State agreed with the Governor's views in regard 
to the retention of the Executive Council in its then existing form, to 
the necessity for the maintenance of communal representation, and to 
the existence of an educated class whose aspirat ions had to be satisfied. 
Ha decided to grant the franchise to the European, Burgher, and edu
cated Ceylonese communities, abolishing at the same time the seat of 
the General European Member. H e also acquiesced in the creation of 
an aduitional seat for the Low-Country Sinhalese and Tamils, and the 
appointment of the Principal Civil Medical Officer as an Official Member 
of the Council. I t is interesting1 to note, that at this time the Europeans 
and Burghers in their memorials to the Secretary of State emphasised 
the fact that they did not desire the introduction of the elective prin
ciple. 

The .next instalment of reform was in 1920, when, under the Order in 
Couneii of 13th August of that year, the Council consisted of 14 officials 
and 23 uriofficials, i.e. 3 members nominated by the Governor at will, 1 
nominated Mohammedan Member, 2 Nominated Kandyan Members, 1 
Nominated Indian Member, and 2 European, 1 Burgher, 1 Commercial 
and 1 Low-Country Products Member, all elected, and 11 Elected Teiri-
turial Members, and for the first time in the history of the Oniony there 
was an.um.ffhiiiil major-sty, v*z , of 9 unofficials ov^r officials. 

By the Order in Council of 1923, still further changes were intro
duced,. The Council consisted of 12official and 37-unofficial members, 
the Burghers being given 2 elected seats. They (as well as the Moham
medans and the Indians) also had the cumulative vote, tha t is, each 
Voter could give more than one vote to the same candidate. They also 
had a vote in the terrifcoral electorate within the limits of which they 
happened to reside. 

But it soon became obvious that the Crown Colony' system could 
not function with an elected majority. A Commission, was therefore 
sent out by the Secretary of S ta te in November, 1927, presided over by 
the Earl of Donoughmore. The Commissioners, proposal, for a new Cons
titution ware revolutionary in many respects. They, recommended an 
adul1- franchise, the abolition of communal representation, and govern
ment by 7 Bseoutfve OoramHtaes. Under this system, the Burghers 
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could only got; into Council through nomination to one of the 8 seats 
reserved for interests rioe' already represented in Council by elected 
members, 

The system of Government by Executive Committees ha& proved un
suitable to the circumstances of Ceylon, and in 1937 Governor Caldeeoit, 
on nis appointment, was aske,d by the Secretary of Sta te to examine the 
constitutional position and &o make recommendations for an improved 
system. He went very warefully Into the question/received representa
tions from sill the interests concerned, and recommended the abolition 
of the .Executive Committees and the introduction of the Cabinet system 
of Government;, In regard bo the European's and Burghers, the Gover
nor -exm'eriSed the view that their interests "cannot of course be repre
sented in the Heata Council by members; elecied on a territorial ba s i s " , 
and ha pur. forward the suggestion that " the present method of nomi
nation should continue", bat that he would increase the Burgher repre
sentation from one to two. In another .part of his despatch the.Gover-
nor said : " The only body in fact with whose representations my 
recommendations almost entirely tally is the newly formed Burgher 
Poli&ieal Association of Ceylon." 

The Secretary of State agreed in the main with the Governor's 
recommendations, and requested tha t his proposals be brought before 
the State Council for discussion. The outbreak of the war, however, 
called a temporary halt to further proceedings, but in 1941 the Secre
tary of State gave an assurance bo the Board of Ministers that ' the post
war examination of .the reform of Ceylon's Constitution, to which His 
Majesty's Government stands pledged, will be direcfct-d towards the grant 
to Ceylon, by Order of His Majesty in Council, of full responsible Gov
ernment; under the Crown in all mat ters of internal civil administra
tion " . He asked the Ministers to. frame a complete constitutional 
scheme on-these lines for examination after victory has been achieved, 
subject to the clear understanding that acceptance by Hi s Majesty's 
Government of any proposals will depend, firstly, upon His Majesty's 
Government being satisfied, af'-er investigation by a Commission 
or Conference, that they are in full compliance with the conditions 
laid down for full responsible Government ; and secondly, upon their 
subsequent approval by three-quarters of all the members of the State 
Council, Excluding the Officers of State and the Speaker. 

The Board 'of Ministers, without consulting the various,interasts 
concerned, prepared ft draft scheme and forwarded it to the Secretary of 
State, with the request that arrangements may be made for its exami
nation at an earher date than tha t contemplated by the Secretary of 
Sfiabe. His Majesty's Government accordingly decided to appoint a 
Commission to examine the Ministers ' proposals after consultation with 
the various interests concerned, including the minority communities. 
The Board of Ministers wer.e of opinion that this introduced a new con
dition not.contemplated in the original terms on which they were a&ked 
to frame a' constitution. They therefore withdrew their scheme and 
declined to take any part in the deliberations of the proposed Com
mission, „ 

I t ra'iy he seated t ha t the, Ministers' sememe provides for 95 feevH. 
toeiftl seafct 8Aoh Province being given one mamber for every ?§,0QO 
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inhabitants , with an additional member for every LOCO square mi'es of 
area. On this basis the number of members for each Piovince varies 
from 5 in the case of the North-Central Province, to' 20 in the' case of 
the Western Province. No special provision is made for the smaller" 
minorities who are at present represented in the Council, but t he ' 
Governor-General—-the new designation"-proposed for the Head of the 
Government — irmy in his discretion appoint, up to six member's where 
ha considers any important interest not adequately represented. ' ' 

Having nnw given'an outline nf the Oo"Rtitution of the Council as 
affecting the Burghers, from 1838 up to the present day, it will ha of 
interest if we conclude with a list of the members who represented the 
Buryher Community. The first was Mr. -J. G. Hillebraml, a Proctor, 
who rose to be a Judge of the Supreme Court. His name is perpetuated 
in Hillebrand's Garden in Wolvendaal. He wnsucceeded by Mr, J . F. 
Giffening/also a Proctor, whom Mr. Jnm<=>s d'Alwis describes an' " an. 
old narrow-minded, austere, but clever Dutch l awyer" . Richard Morgan 
was the ne,;t member. He was raised to the Knighthood and acted RS 
Chief Just ice. He was followed by Charles Lorenz, the most versatile 
and gifted member the Community ever produced. James Martenss 
succeeded him and then came C. L. Ferdinands. When the1 la t ter ac
cepted Government office as District Judge. Colombo, Advocate Jamps 
van Langenberg, Sr. was appointed fo fill bis place. On his death. Dr. 
P , D. Anthonisa of Galle was appointed, thus breaking the long tradi
tion of lawyer members. The tradition was again revived by the 
appointment of H. D. Wendf;, followed by F . C. LOOP, with Jnm.es van 
Langenberg the younger, Francis Peven, and Dr. W. G. vaf* Dort acting 
at different times in his absence. James van Langenberg succeeded F . 
C. Looa on his death, and then came the era of elected members, Sir 
Hector van Cuylenburg heing the first. 

The Burgher electorate which elected Sir Hector van Ouylerburg 
consisted of fa) the descendants in the m>le lin^ of those of European 
nationality who were in' the service or under the rule of the Dutch Kast 
India Company in Ceyl n at the time of the capitulation, and (he child
ren of such descendants in the fema'e line by marriage with Europeans ; 
and fb) all other persons of legitimate Mrtb claiming fo he registered as 
Burgher^ who could trace descant in the female line. from ancestors who 
came within the above definition, such persons being able to read, write, 
and speak the English language. 

Sir Hector van C'ivlpnb"rg was followed by Charles vimdev Wat], 
Allan Drieberg, and N. J. Martin as elected members, while Arthur 
Alvis, H . A. Loos, and C E . de Vos secured at different timps as N ' m i -
natfld Members. Then came aeain the era of nomira t i rn when G. A. 
Wille and Dr. V. R. Sehokmnn were nominated. Thp Burghers hove 
now o^ly one seat, held by Mr. WiHe I t is of interest to not** that 
in 19'24 'here were no fewer than three Burgher Members in Council, 
viz. Mr N J. Martin and Mr. G. A. Wille (Elected), and Mr. H. A. Loos 
(Nominated). 

From the list of name* given the eurions fact pmerppfl fh»t for more 
than a hundred years the Burgher representatives have been drawn from 
the ranks of either Lawyers or Doctor?, 
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(Compiled by Mr. D. V, Altendorff) 
I. 

Chrisfciaan Valantyn AlhrecM of Ley den, RfFnoVnt n± Punnecatt in 
1794, born 14th March 1759, married' in Amsterdam, Petronella Wilhel-
mina Vander Spriekel, born 22nd July 1767, and he had by her :— 

1 Elisabeth Johanna, born 23rd November 1797, married J. C. 
Smith of Tutucorin.-

2 Chr is t ian 'Edward , who follows under I I . ' 
I I , ' ■ 

Christian Edward Albrecht, born 5th December 1808, married :— 
(a) I n the Dutch Eeformed Church, Jaffna, 26th June 1884, 

Dorothea Constantia ■Maartensz, born 1814, daughter of 
Johannes Alexander Maartenas and Susanna Elisabeth 

■Hester Moovart . (D. B. U. Journal, Vol. I I , page 31, 
and Vol. X X X I I I , pages 39 and 40.) 

(b) In the Dutch Beforraed Churoh, Wolveudaal, 19fch April 
1843, Johanna Carolina Woutersa, born 28th January 
1816, daughter of Adrianus Jacobus Woutersa and Anna 
Engelina Wolfdaal. 

Of the second marriage, he had :— 
1 Christian Edward, who follows under I I I , 

I I I . ■ ■ 
Christian Edward Albrecht, born 5th January 1844, died 6th June 

1907, married in the Methodist Church, Jaffna 26th August 1867,'Sarah 
Caroline Gratiaen, horn 8th April 1844, died 30th January 1907, 
daughter of Johan Gerard Gratiaen and Eliza Eva Petronella Koch. 
(D.B.U. Journal, Vol. VI, pages 18, 84 ana 128J He had by her :— 

1 Christian Edward, who follows under IV. 
2 Ernest Llewellyn, who follows under.V. 
3 RoSe Caroline, born 4th May -1872, married in the Dutch Re-
. formed Chureb", Wolveudaal, 4th September 1901, Allanson 

Percival Schokman, born 12th December, 1877, POTI cf Cecil 
Ernest Rehokman and Lydia Eleanor do Vos. (D.B.U. Journal, 
Vol. XXV, pagas 114 and 119, and Vol. X X V I I , page 140). 

4 Lilian Eva Charlot te , born 29th November 1873. 
5 Eth^l Alexandra, born 18th September 1875, married in 

.St. Michael's and All Angels' Church, Colombo, 8th June 1898, 
Dionysius (Denis) Edward Keegel, bcrn 15th August 1867, died 
1st August 1938, s.on of Pieter Liebert Keegel and Anna Matilda 
da Zilva (D.B.U. Journal , Vol. X X V I I , pages 116 and 118). 

6 John Garret Gratiaen died young., 
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7 Mabel Henrietta, born 7fch September 1878, married in the 
Dutch Reformed Church, Wolveudaal, 5th December 1900, 
L iu i s Henry Koch, born, 6th March J 867, rliod 5th October 
1918, son of James Frederick Koch and Elizabeth Dorothea 
Koph. (D.B.U. Journal , Vol. X, pages 129, 131 and 135). 

8 Frances Cecilia, born 27th March 1880, married in the Dutch 
Reformed Church, Wolvendaal, 28 h July 1902, Cyril Arthur 
Poinpeits Vander Straaten, born, 14th March J873, died 21st 
April 1919, son of Edmund A n h u r Vander .Straaten and 
Drusilla Schokman. ( D B . U . Journal , Vol. X X I I I , pages 161 
and 162, and Vol. XXV, page 107). . < 

9 Randolph Nevinson, bom USrd June 1885, married in the Scots 
Kirk, Kuala Lumpur, F.M.S., L 'a Toussaint, born 12th January 
1886, daughter of CoHo Henry Toussainfc and Frances Wein
man. (D fB.U. Journal , Vol. IV, page 39). 

IV. 
Christ ian Edward Albrechfc, born 12th July 1868, died 14th July 

1943, married in Christ Churoh Cathedral, Colombo, 27th May 1895, 
Delia Manon Hoffman, born 3rd November 1868, died 10th J u n e 1939, 
daughter of Arthur Philip Hoffman and Alice Ziiella Drieberf-, (D.B.U. 
Journal, Vol. XXXIV, page 11). He had by her :— . 

1 Ohrisfcobel Manon, born 5th May 1897, married in St. Paul ' s 
Churoh, Miiagriya, 1st October 1927, Wai ter Denis de Vos, 
born 28tb May 1885, died 2nd November 1931, son of Henry 
Wal ter de Vos and M a r y ' E m i l y Ginger. (D.B.U. Journal , 
Vol. X X V I I , pages 147 and 150). 

2 Ethel Gladys, born 6th June 1898, married in St. Paul ' s Churoh, 
MiUgriya, 27th December 1920, Neil Schokman, born 13th June 
1894, son of Edward Nathaniel Schokman and Hester Ann 
Ginger. (D.B.U. Journal , Vol. XXV, pages 113 and 118). 

3 Doreen, born 20th, J u n e l 8 9 9 . 
4 Christian Edward, born 26th September 1900, married 25th 

September 1926, May Eleanor bartbolomeusz iiee Ant'houisz;, 
born 12th April 1897, daughter of George l idward Anthoni tz 
and Lydia Maud bogaars. t 

5 RutfcfCurmen, born 7th May 1902, died 26th February 1904. 
6 Earle Philip, who follows under V I . 
7 Ellis Ar thur , who follows under V I I . 

V. 
Ernest Llewellyn Albrecht, bom 14th September 1870, married in 

the Dutch'/Reformed Church, Wolvenriaal, 5>h February 18w6, Elsie 
Florence Vander Straaten, born 30th August 1874, daughter ofEnmund 
Arthur Vander St raa ten and DrusiHa Schokman (DiB.U. Journal, 
Vol. X X I I I , pages 161 and 162, and Vol. XXV, page, 107). H e had by 
h e r : — • , . - ' ■ ■ 

1 Ernest Noel Vander Straaten, born 17th December 1897. mar-
risd m 8 t MlohMl's and All Angels' Churoh, Colombo, SOth 
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December 19S0, Clarice Muriel Rode, born 26th August 1897, 
daughter of Garret Arnold R )de, and Clotilda Lucy Siegertbz 
(D.B.U. Journal , Vol. X X I X , page HO). 

2 .Edward Arthur Llewellyn, who follows under V I I I . 
3 Douglas Lindsay, born 24r.h November IJH'3. 
4 .Elsie Inez Vivienne, born 28rh December 1905, married in 

St. Lucia's Cathedral, Kotabona, 30th December 1924< Frederick 
Airoy Rodrigue. 

5 Frederick Herbert Willem, who follows under I X . 
8 George Mervyb, born 10th September 1910, 
7 Heian Anabel, born 19th January 1913. 
8 Ernest Eustace J k l p h , born 8th August 1916.4 

V I . 
Earle Phil ip Albrecht, born 17th September 1904, married in 

St. Michael' s find All Angels Church,' Colombo, 81st Dtcember 1?80, 
Helen Gladys Gray, «oru 12th September 1905, daughter oi WUham 
Anderson Gr«y' and Sarah JoseHne Bode. (D.B.U. Journal , Vol. X X I X , 
page 106). H e had by her :— 

1 Helen Gladys, born 11th Ootober 1931. 
2 E i r l e P n i U p Valentine, born 11th May 1933. 
8 Ead ine Peggy, born 6th October 1935. 

V I I . 
Ellis Arthur Albrecht, born 24th November 1906, married in 

St. Andrew's Cathedral, Singapore, 26th December 1936', Louise Esther 
Aivia, horn 27th August i9v,9, daughter oi Lawrence Jus t in Daniel Aivis 
and Augusta Mabel Hoffmui. Ho had by h e r : — 

1 Jerome, born 4th August 1940, died 31RC December 1941. 
2 Roger, boru 28th March 1943. 

V I I I . 
E l w a r d Arthur Llewellyn Albrecht, hoin 4th May 19C0, married 

in Wddt Australia 21st M-iy 1923, Marjorie Gillard, born 8 th December 
1899, and he had by he r :— 

1 Barbara R^y, b <rn 23rd August 1924. 
2 Peter Lyn, bom 20th March 1930. 

I X . ' 
Frederick Herbert Willem Morecbt, born 12th September 1908, 

married iu S*. P UI'B 'Gimrob, M l a g n y a , 7th November 1936, Loina 
Blanehe panijlle Jaui-z, born 2nd M n . 1908, daughter of Attnur U«nia 
J ; n ' z <ui<i Er.hel Mary Rddlich. (p.B.TJ, Journal , Vol. XXIV, #ag« I4u). 
H e had by bar :— 

1 Diana Valerie, born 15th March 1940. 

DUTCH BCTBGHBB TOON , To 

AN ACCOUNT OF CEYLON. 

By THOMAS P E N N A N T . 
(Continued from paye 60 of the issue for October I944>)* 

We now are to touch on the glory of Ceylon, perhaps of the vege
table kingdom. Ttie Laurm Cinn imomu7tit Burmau Ze\l. <ab i'7, Rau. 
Hist . PI. ii. 1554 to 1663, Wuodville, i. 80, Gerard, 1582. Thi*-i* an 
elegant species of laurel thaE grows to Che, height of twenty (eet; the 
fljwers small, and of a yellowish colour : the fruit pulpy, with au oblong 
stone. 

This valuable tree grows in greater quanti ty in the hie of 
Ceylon, than any other piaca. I t grows wild in the woods, without any 
cul ture : evary provinoe does not .possess it, there is none in J»ffana-
pifiam, nor VUnaar, bun abound in mont of the internal parts, and about 
N-jgu niio and Gi le . A pigjqn, I think the Pompadour, Hruwn'j, i i lus i i -
tao. 19, is tii'd species, which, »y carrying the fruit to .< ifferent p »ee-, is 
a great diase'ninator of this valuable tree. 1 do not believe it to be 
peculiar to this island ; but the b*rk is infinitely superior in quality to 
any other. Botanis ts enumerate numbers ,of kinds, but they only vary 
bding takdn from trees of different ages, or growing in dilTerent soils, 
and situations. I t may be found in. Malabar, Sumatra , &c. but is de
preciated by another name. Cassia, and Cannlla, to our unspeakable loss ; 
Cinnamomum was a more1 dignified name. The a»ttenta speak of it 
under tha t title, in sueh high terms, sbat the Dutch wisely retained the 
name, whioh gave it greater respectability. Our countryman, the late 
Taylor White, E-<q. in Ph . Trans. Vol. 1. p. 860, and Mr. Combes, resi
dent in Sumatra , in page 873, are entirely of opinion, that Cinnamon 
and Oaasut do not specially differ. Mr. Whi te ' s account is accompanied 
with some very good figures of the leaves of the former. 

The celebrated bark is the inner, and is reckoned the most perfect 
when taken from trees of seven or eight years old, if they grow in a wet 
slimy soi l ; but those wbi^h grow in the warm white sand of the 
vallies, coma to matur i ty in five years. Seba says, tha t the ages of the 
treas are fourteen, fifteen, or sixteen years. I t is the heat which gives 
the hark that quilled form in whioh.it comes over to us, especially the 
smaller and more delicate sort, which is taken from the smaller 
branches. The bark is first freed from the external ooat, when it is on 
the trees ; is then cut lengthways, stripped eff, dried in the sand, and so 
becomes merchantable. 

The barkers of cinnamon are brought up to the trade, and are called 
Chali&szs. The account given bv Mr. E^chelskroon of the management, 
is raont au then t i c ; from him I shall transcribe what will be h'ighlv 
satisfactory fcn the readers. At page 339 of Wolfe's account of the ible 
of Ceylon he begins thus :— } 

" The 'irne for harking ibe tree commences in the' months of 
June and July, and sometimes even in Augus t : now as'soon as they 
ooraa out of their villages for that purpose, every district sends a 
detachment of Dutoh soldiers, and another composed of the natives 


