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THE BURGHERS IN-POLITIC 

BY J. R. TOUSSAINT. 

The question of constitution reform is at present so much to the 
J'oie that it will be interesting to examine the position of the Bur­
ghers from the time political privileges were first granted to the 
people of Ceylon, and to see how the various changes introduced from 
time to time have affected the Burghers. Such an inquiry will shew 
that in the early stages the Burghers, along with the other' commu­
nities, were in the forefront of the agitations for political reform, and 
niiide good use of the privileges secured by them. If in recent years 
their interest in politics has not been as warm as it has been at the 
start, it is due, not to a lack of political sense, but to causes entirely 
beyond their control. The present proposed constitutional changes 
could not but awaken the Community to a sense of their danger, and 
1 hey are prepared to take .part with the other communities in the 
ofi'ort to secure a Constitution which, while conserving the in­
terests of each community, will ensure the welfare of the Island as 
a whole. ' 

After the capitulation in 1796, Ceylon was made a dependancy 
of the Madras Presidency, but in 1798 this ^connection ceased, and 
Irom that year up to the end of 1801 the control was divided between 
the Crown and the East India Company.' The form of administra­
tion was similar to that of the Madras and Bombay Presidencies, 
\vi bh this exception that there was no Council, all executive and legis­
lative power being vested in the Governor. On the 1st January, 1802, 
the control of the East India Company was abolished, and Ceylon 
became a Crown Colony under the Colonial Office. Executive and 
legislative power continued to be vested in the Governor alone, sub­
ject to revision and confirmation by the Home Government. An 
important innovation was the establishment of an Advisory Council 
composed of the Governor, the Chief Justice, the Officer Command­
ing the Troops, the Principal Secretary to the Government, and two 
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other officials nominated b> the Governor. The Governor was ex­
pected to consult the Council on ail matters of importance, but was 
not reqaired to follow its advice. He had power to suspend or dis­
miss members. ' 

' The association of the Governor with the Chief Justice and the 
Officer Commanding the Troops was not productive of the happiest 
results. Dissensions arose between the Governor and the Officer 
Commanding the Troops, and again between the latter and the Chief 
Justice, until the Governor was forced to exclaim :' " The merest tri­
viality is supposed by the General to involve the fate of Empire, 
-and by the Chief Justice to attack the foundations of the Social 
Order." 

Unsatisfactory as the system was, it remained in force until 
1833, when Colonel Colebrooke's recommendations for the improve­
ment of the Constitution were introduced. As has already been seen, 
under the old Constitution the Governor had complete executive and 
legislative power, assisted by an Advisory Council of officials. This 
body now became the Executive Council, and was composed of the 
Governor, the Chief Secretary,, the Queen's Advocate, the Treasurer, 
and the Government Agent of .the Central Province. The Governor 
was required to consult the Executive Council on all but trivial or 
urgent matters. An important change was introduced by the estab­
lishment of a Legislative Council composed of nine official and six 
unofficial members, the latter to bo nominated by the Governor from 
among the educated people of the country and the European ^colo­
nists. The official members were the Officer Commanding the Troops, 
the Colonial Secretary, the Chief Justice, thf Auditor-General, the 
Treasurer, the Government Agent, Western Province, the Govern­
ment Agent, Central Province,, the Surveyor-General, and the Collec­
tor of Customs. 

Governor Horton nominated in 1835 as the first Ceylonese Un­
official Members Mr; J G. Hillebrand, a senior Burgher Proctor, Mr. 
J Phillipsz Panditaratne, a Sinhalese, and Mr. A. Coomaraswamy, a 
Tamil. He did not appoint the three European Members at the 
same time owing to the difficulty of fimling suitable persons. The 
European Community toot umbrase at the delay, and when Euro­
pean Members were finally appointed, they refused to serve on the 
ground that the Ceylonese Members already appointed would take 
precedence over them ; while tliey also demanded that the number of 
official and unofficial members should be equal. Incidentally, this is 
the first instance of the demand for popular control, or in modern 
parlance, for balanced representation. Failing to get redress from 
the Secretary of State on these points, the Europeans accepted the 
situation with good grace, and three of their number took their seats 
in Council in 1837. 

But the unofficial members had very little real power. All Ordi-
nanees^and subjects for debate bad to be introduced by the Governor, 
although any member could enter in the Minutes his reasons for 
wishing to propose any Bill or debate'any question. The Governor 
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had power to veto all legislation, while he was also forbidden to pro­
pose or assent to Bills on a variety of subjects. This state of things 
continued until 1860, when the Governor's control of. subjects for de­
bate in the Council was abolished, aud any member could propose 
any Bill or question which was not- concerned with finance. No 
Ordinance or resolution could however be passed or question debated 
the object of which was -to dispose of or charge any pact of the 
revenue unless the Governor himself introduced the proposal or 
authorised it. 

The question of allowing the officials to vote according to. then-
conscience was considered as early as11837. The Colonial Office took 
a liberal view and expressed the opinion that it was impossible to lay 
down a universal rule; much would depend on the circumstances of 
each case. Generally speaking, all nine officials should be permitted 
to speak and vote freely in the Legislative Council- On rare occa­
sions, when the main principles on which the administration of the 
Colony was conducted were involved, it might be expedient that the 
Governor should have it in his power to require the resignation, or 
even to proceed to the suspension, of any public officer who might be 
unwilling to support him. The question arose again in 1841, and the 
Secretary of State laid down ^the rule that in non-essentials the 
utmost freedom of debate should be allowed to the official members. 
Buti when the question in debate was one in which the character or 
the general policy of the local Government was at stake, or when it 
was one which the Governor himself regarded as affecting the repu­
tation or the successful conduct of his Government, the Legislative 
Councillors, who were also members of the Executive Council, must 
support the Governor's measures, at least by a silent acquiescence or 
by neutrality. 

This arrangement, with some modification^, worked for some 
years, but in 1875 the question was revived by tL,e Chamber of Com­
merce, who petitioned the Secretary of State to allow the official 
members^to vote on all occasions in accordance with their private 
opinions. The Secretary of State disallowed the request, as in his 
opinion the essence of the system was to' leave the sole responsi­
bility for all action, both in legislative and administrative matters, 
in the'hands of the Governor, subject to the control of the Secretary 
of State. _ 

The Europeans and the Burghers were dissatisfied .with the 
minor role assigned to the unofficial members, and they made at­
tempts from dime to time 60 limit the Governor's powers, but without 
success." The agitation was spasmodic, usually coinciding with 
periods when the coffee industry was in difficulties, or when the ex­
penditure on roads was less than the 'merchants or planters de-
minded." One petition to the Secretary of State asked that the 
number of the unofficial members be increased, and that they be 
permitted to originate Bills or subjects for discussion. Other peti­
tions asked tha t the Orown Colony form of Government -be 
abolished and replaced by responsible Government, but to no put-
pose, 
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The ag i t a t ion was revived in 1859, b a t t h e reforms asked, foi' 
were s t rongly opposed by Sir H e n r y Ward , who w r o t e t h a t " i n a 
Coloay the .popu la t ion of which cons i s t s of seven or e igh t . thousand 
E u r o p e a n se t t l e r s , a small t hough in te l l igen t c lass of B u r g h e r s , and 
t w o mil l ion of Sinhalese, Tami l s , a n d Moormen, whol ly unaccus­
tomed to t h e working of a const ibut ional sys t em, you panno t 
In t roduce t he pr inciple of r e p r e s e n t a t i v e a n d Responsible Govern­
m e n t as it is applied in Canada.- t he Crown for m a n y 
y e a r s m u s t hold t h e ba lance be tween E u r o p e a n and n a t i v e i n t e r e s t s , 
if i t wish to see o rder m a i n t a i n e d and legis la t ion impar t i a l ly con­
ducted*' . I n t he course of th i s de spa t ch , t h e Governor made a most 
ex t r ao rd ina ry s t a t e m e n t regard ing t h e Burghers , which is qu i te in­
explicable a t t h e p resen t day, and for which there does n o t appea r to 
h a v e been t h e s l igh tes t foundat ion. H e said t h a t t h e Burghers 
possessed " n e i t h e r t he respect nor t h e affection of t h e na t ives 
if you value t h e peace of Ceylon, you m u s t never give these gent le­
men a p reponderance in t he Legis la t ive Counci l . T h a t i s t he i r 
p r e sen t object " . T h e resu l t of t h i s ag i t a t ion was t h a t t h e unofficial 
m e m b e r s were given t h e r igh t to in t roduce Bil ls . 

The dissatisfaction of the unofficial members reached its climax in 
1864 over the question of the mil i tary expenditure. 3?or many years 
previous) to this , the amount of the military contribution had been a 
standing cause of contention, the unofficial protesting that it waa ex­
cessive, and the Imperial Government complaining that it was insuffi­
cient. In 1861 a Parliamentary inquiry was held and a resolution waa 
passed that the cost of a colonial garrison should, whenever possible, bs 
borne by the Colony, unless the troops were maintained there.for Im­
perial and not for local needs. The unofficial grudged, the expenditure 
on the troops, since is decreased the amounA. avail able for opening road 
communications. They declared that t hay 'we re willing to pay their 
fair share of the military expenditure, but they insisted tha t t he Legis­
lative Couneii alone smould determine the amount. Led by Lorenz, 
thay passed a vote of censure on the Government, I n spite of this de­
feat, She Ordinance embodying the Secretary of State 's instructions re­
garding the military contribution was passed by the official majority. 
As a protest, line six unofficial m e m b r n resigned in a body, char^ote; is-
iag the pr.,co*iditigs as unconstitutional, unworthy, and humiliating. On 
the advice of the Executive Council, the Governor declined to accept 
the resignations. The Colonial Office was informed by its legal advisers 
tha t the resignations did nob affect the validity of the Ordinance, since 
they were not accepted by the Governor. 

This incident led to the formation of the Ceylon League, with the 
object of obtaining an unofficial majority in t h e Legislative Council, arid 
thus gaining popular control of the Budget. For several years the 
League carried on a vigorous agitation in,. Ceylon and England, but the 
Colonial Office refused to give way, and in about the year 1869 the acti­
vities of the League ceased. 

No changes of any importance in the composition of the Council 
took.place for some t ime, except the appointment of two additional 
unofficial members to represent the Kandyan Sinhalese and the Mobam-
medaa oommnnibieB. In £889 the term of offiee of febe unofifioUl ine&oi-
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bers, who originally occupied their seats for life, was limited to three 
years, this period being subsequently extended to five years, with .the 
right of re-nomination for a further term qf. five years. 

In the early years of the present century the demand for a more 
popular form of representation was renewed, and in 1909 representations 
were made to the Secretary of State complaining of . the antiquated 
character of the Legislative Council and .of the over-representatui i of 
European interests, and asking for the elective principle and for the ap­
pointment of one or more members to the Executive Council. ..Governor 
MeCallutn, in forwarding the memorial to the Secretary of State, oppos­
ed the abolition of communal representation and the grant of the 
elective principle, the latter on the ground that if the franchise were 
granted, based on an educational qualification, the power of election 
would fall into the hands of a section of the community which had been 
estranged from their feilow-oouotrymen by their training and education 
on European lines. 

The Secretary of State agreed with the Governor's views in regard 
to the retention of the Executive Council in its then existing form, to 
the necessity for the maintenance of communal representation, and to 
the existence of an educated class whose aspirat ions had to be satisfied. 
Ha decided to grant the franchise to the European, Burgher, and edu­
cated Ceylonese communities, abolishing at the same time the seat of 
the General European Member. H e also acquiesced in the creation of 
an aduitional seat for the Low-Country Sinhalese and Tamils, and the 
appointment of the Principal Civil Medical Officer as an Official Member 
of the Council. I t is interesting1 to note, that at this time the Europeans 
and Burghers in their memorials to the Secretary of State emphasised 
the fact that they did not desire the introduction of the elective prin­
ciple. 

The .next instalment of reform was in 1920, when, under the Order in 
Couneii of 13th August of that year, the Council consisted of 14 officials 
and 23 uriofficials, i.e. 3 members nominated by the Governor at will, 1 
nominated Mohammedan Member, 2 Nominated Kandyan Members, 1 
Nominated Indian Member, and 2 European, 1 Burgher, 1 Commercial 
and 1 Low-Country Products Member, all elected, and 11 Elected Teiri-
turial Members, and for the first time in the history of the Oniony there 
was an.um.ffhiiiil major-sty, v*z , of 9 unofficials ov^r officials. 

By the Order in Council of 1923, still further changes were intro­
duced,. The Council consisted of 12official and 37-unofficial members, 
the Burghers being given 2 elected seats. They (as well as the Moham­
medans and the Indians) also had the cumulative vote, tha t is, each 
Voter could give more than one vote to the same candidate. They also 
had a vote in the terrifcoral electorate within the limits of which they 
happened to reside. 

But it soon became obvious that the Crown Colony' system could 
not function with an elected majority. A Commission, was therefore 
sent out by the Secretary of S ta te in November, 1927, presided over by 
the Earl of Donoughmore. The Commissioners, proposal, for a new Cons­
titution ware revolutionary in many respects. They, recommended an 
adul1- franchise, the abolition of communal representation, and govern­
ment by 7 Bseoutfve OoramHtaes. Under this system, the Burghers 
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could only got; into Council through nomination to one of the 8 seats 
reserved for interests rioe' already represented in Council by elected 
members, 

The system of Government by Executive Committees ha& proved un­
suitable to the circumstances of Ceylon, and in 1937 Governor Caldeeoit, 
on nis appointment, was aske,d by the Secretary of Sta te to examine the 
constitutional position and &o make recommendations for an improved 
system. He went very warefully Into the question/received representa­
tions from sill the interests concerned, and recommended the abolition 
of the .Executive Committees and the introduction of the Cabinet system 
of Government;, In regard bo the European's and Burghers, the Gover­
nor -exm'eriSed the view that their interests "cannot of course be repre­
sented in the Heata Council by members; elecied on a territorial ba s i s " , 
and ha pur. forward the suggestion that " the present method of nomi­
nation should continue", bat that he would increase the Burgher repre­
sentation from one to two. In another .part of his despatch the.Gover-
nor said : " The only body in fact with whose representations my 
recommendations almost entirely tally is the newly formed Burgher 
Poli&ieal Association of Ceylon." 

The Secretary of State agreed in the main with the Governor's 
recommendations, and requested tha t his proposals be brought before 
the State Council for discussion. The outbreak of the war, however, 
called a temporary halt to further proceedings, but in 1941 the Secre­
tary of State gave an assurance bo the Board of Ministers that ' the post­
war examination of .the reform of Ceylon's Constitution, to which His 
Majesty's Government stands pledged, will be direcfct-d towards the grant 
to Ceylon, by Order of His Majesty in Council, of full responsible Gov­
ernment; under the Crown in all mat ters of internal civil administra­
tion " . He asked the Ministers to. frame a complete constitutional 
scheme on-these lines for examination after victory has been achieved, 
subject to the clear understanding that acceptance by Hi s Majesty's 
Government of any proposals will depend, firstly, upon His Majesty's 
Government being satisfied, af'-er investigation by a Commission 
or Conference, that they are in full compliance with the conditions 
laid down for full responsible Government ; and secondly, upon their 
subsequent approval by three-quarters of all the members of the State 
Council, Excluding the Officers of State and the Speaker. 

The Board 'of Ministers, without consulting the various,interasts 
concerned, prepared ft draft scheme and forwarded it to the Secretary of 
State, with the request that arrangements may be made for its exami­
nation at an earher date than tha t contemplated by the Secretary of 
Sfiabe. His Majesty's Government accordingly decided to appoint a 
Commission to examine the Ministers ' proposals after consultation with 
the various interests concerned, including the minority communities. 
The Board of Ministers wer.e of opinion that this introduced a new con­
dition not.contemplated in the original terms on which they were a&ked 
to frame a' constitution. They therefore withdrew their scheme and 
declined to take any part in the deliberations of the proposed Com­
mission, „ 

I t ra'iy he seated t ha t the, Ministers' sememe provides for 95 feevH. 
toeiftl seafct 8Aoh Province being given one mamber for every ?§,0QO 
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inhabitants , with an additional member for every LOCO square mi'es of 
area. On this basis the number of members for each Piovince varies 
from 5 in the case of the North-Central Province, to' 20 in the' case of 
the Western Province. No special provision is made for the smaller" 
minorities who are at present represented in the Council, but t he ' 
Governor-General—-the new designation"-proposed for the Head of the 
Government — irmy in his discretion appoint, up to six member's where 
ha considers any important interest not adequately represented. ' ' 

Having nnw given'an outline nf the Oo"Rtitution of the Council as 
affecting the Burghers, from 1838 up to the present day, it will ha of 
interest if we conclude with a list of the members who represented the 
Buryher Community. The first was Mr. -J. G. Hillebraml, a Proctor, 
who rose to be a Judge of the Supreme Court. His name is perpetuated 
in Hillebrand's Garden in Wolvendaal. He wnsucceeded by Mr, J . F. 
Giffening/also a Proctor, whom Mr. Jnm<=>s d'Alwis describes an' " an. 
old narrow-minded, austere, but clever Dutch l awyer" . Richard Morgan 
was the ne,;t member. He was raised to the Knighthood and acted RS 
Chief Just ice. He was followed by Charles Lorenz, the most versatile 
and gifted member the Community ever produced. James Martenss 
succeeded him and then came C. L. Ferdinands. When the1 la t ter ac­
cepted Government office as District Judge. Colombo, Advocate Jamps 
van Langenberg, Sr. was appointed fo fill bis place. On his death. Dr. 
P , D. Anthonisa of Galle was appointed, thus breaking the long tradi­
tion of lawyer members. The tradition was again revived by the 
appointment of H. D. Wendf;, followed by F . C. LOOP, with Jnm.es van 
Langenberg the younger, Francis Peven, and Dr. W. G. vaf* Dort acting 
at different times in his absence. James van Langenberg succeeded F . 
C. Looa on his death, and then came the era of elected members, Sir 
Hector van Cuylenburg heing the first. 

The Burgher electorate which elected Sir Hector van Ouylerburg 
consisted of fa) the descendants in the m>le lin^ of those of European 
nationality who were in' the service or under the rule of the Dutch Kast 
India Company in Ceyl n at the time of the capitulation, and (he child­
ren of such descendants in the fema'e line by marriage with Europeans ; 
and fb) all other persons of legitimate Mrtb claiming fo he registered as 
Burgher^ who could trace descant in the female line. from ancestors who 
came within the above definition, such persons being able to read, write, 
and speak the English language. 

Sir Hector van C'ivlpnb"rg was followed by Charles vimdev Wat], 
Allan Drieberg, and N. J. Martin as elected members, while Arthur 
Alvis, H . A. Loos, and C E . de Vos secured at different timps as N ' m i -
natfld Members. Then came aeain the era of nomira t i rn when G. A. 
Wille and Dr. V. R. Sehokmnn were nominated. Thp Burghers hove 
now o^ly one seat, held by Mr. WiHe I t is of interest to not** that 
in 19'24 'here were no fewer than three Burgher Members in Council, 
viz. Mr N J. Martin and Mr. G. A. Wille (Elected), and Mr. H. A. Loos 
(Nominated). 

From the list of name* given the eurions fact pmerppfl fh»t for more 
than a hundred years the Burgher representatives have been drawn from 
the ranks of either Lawyers or Doctor?, 
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(Compiled by Mr. D. V, Altendorff) 
I. 

Chrisfciaan Valantyn AlhrecM of Ley den, RfFnoVnt n± Punnecatt in 
1794, born 14th March 1759, married' in Amsterdam, Petronella Wilhel-
mina Vander Spriekel, born 22nd July 1767, and he had by her :— 

1 Elisabeth Johanna, born 23rd November 1797, married J. C. 
Smith of Tutucorin.-

2 Chr is t ian 'Edward , who follows under I I . ' 
I I , ' ■ 

Christian Edward Albrecht, born 5th December 1808, married :— 
(a) I n the Dutch Eeformed Church, Jaffna, 26th June 1884, 

Dorothea Constantia ■Maartensz, born 1814, daughter of 
Johannes Alexander Maartenas and Susanna Elisabeth 

■Hester Moovart . (D. B. U. Journal, Vol. I I , page 31, 
and Vol. X X X I I I , pages 39 and 40.) 

(b) In the Dutch Beforraed Churoh, Wolveudaal, 19fch April 
1843, Johanna Carolina Woutersa, born 28th January 
1816, daughter of Adrianus Jacobus Woutersa and Anna 
Engelina Wolfdaal. 

Of the second marriage, he had :— 
1 Christian Edward, who follows under I I I , 

I I I . ■ ■ 
Christian Edward Albrecht, born 5th January 1844, died 6th June 

1907, married in the Methodist Church, Jaffna 26th August 1867,'Sarah 
Caroline Gratiaen, horn 8th April 1844, died 30th January 1907, 
daughter of Johan Gerard Gratiaen and Eliza Eva Petronella Koch. 
(D.B.U. Journal, Vol. VI, pages 18, 84 ana 128J He had by her :— 

1 Christian Edward, who follows under IV. 
2 Ernest Llewellyn, who follows under.V. 
3 RoSe Caroline, born 4th May -1872, married in the Dutch Re-
. formed Chureb", Wolveudaal, 4th September 1901, Allanson 

Percival Schokman, born 12th December, 1877, POTI cf Cecil 
Ernest Rehokman and Lydia Eleanor do Vos. (D.B.U. Journal, 
Vol. XXV, pagas 114 and 119, and Vol. X X V I I , page 140). 

4 Lilian Eva Charlot te , born 29th November 1873. 
5 Eth^l Alexandra, born 18th September 1875, married in 

.St. Michael's and All Angels' Church, Colombo, 8th June 1898, 
Dionysius (Denis) Edward Keegel, bcrn 15th August 1867, died 
1st August 1938, s.on of Pieter Liebert Keegel and Anna Matilda 
da Zilva (D.B.U. Journal , Vol. X X V I I , pages 116 and 118). 

6 John Garret Gratiaen died young., 
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7 Mabel Henrietta, born 7fch September 1878, married in the 
Dutch Reformed Church, Wolveudaal, 5th December 1900, 
L iu i s Henry Koch, born, 6th March J 867, rliod 5th October 
1918, son of James Frederick Koch and Elizabeth Dorothea 
Koph. (D.B.U. Journal , Vol. X, pages 129, 131 and 135). 

8 Frances Cecilia, born 27th March 1880, married in the Dutch 
Reformed Church, Wolvendaal, 28 h July 1902, Cyril Arthur 
Poinpeits Vander Straaten, born, 14th March J873, died 21st 
April 1919, son of Edmund A n h u r Vander .Straaten and 
Drusilla Schokman. ( D B . U . Journal , Vol. X X I I I , pages 161 
and 162, and Vol. XXV, page 107). . < 

9 Randolph Nevinson, bom USrd June 1885, married in the Scots 
Kirk, Kuala Lumpur, F.M.S., L 'a Toussaint, born 12th January 
1886, daughter of CoHo Henry Toussainfc and Frances Wein­
man. (D fB.U. Journal , Vol. IV, page 39). 

IV. 
Christ ian Edward Albrechfc, born 12th July 1868, died 14th July 

1943, married in Christ Churoh Cathedral, Colombo, 27th May 1895, 
Delia Manon Hoffman, born 3rd November 1868, died 10th J u n e 1939, 
daughter of Arthur Philip Hoffman and Alice Ziiella Drieberf-, (D.B.U. 
Journal, Vol. XXXIV, page 11). He had by her :— . 

1 Ohrisfcobel Manon, born 5th May 1897, married in St. Paul ' s 
Churoh, Miiagriya, 1st October 1927, Wai ter Denis de Vos, 
born 28tb May 1885, died 2nd November 1931, son of Henry 
Wal ter de Vos and M a r y ' E m i l y Ginger. (D.B.U. Journal , 
Vol. X X V I I , pages 147 and 150). 

2 Ethel Gladys, born 6th June 1898, married in St. Paul ' s Churoh, 
MiUgriya, 27th December 1920, Neil Schokman, born 13th June 
1894, son of Edward Nathaniel Schokman and Hester Ann 
Ginger. (D.B.U. Journal , Vol. XXV, pages 113 and 118). 

3 Doreen, born 20th, J u n e l 8 9 9 . 
4 Christian Edward, born 26th September 1900, married 25th 

September 1926, May Eleanor bartbolomeusz iiee Ant'houisz;, 
born 12th April 1897, daughter of George l idward Anthoni tz 
and Lydia Maud bogaars. t 

5 RutfcfCurmen, born 7th May 1902, died 26th February 1904. 
6 Earle Philip, who follows under V I . 
7 Ellis Ar thur , who follows under V I I . 

V. 
Ernest Llewellyn Albrecht, bom 14th September 1870, married in 

the Dutch'/Reformed Church, Wolvenriaal, 5>h February 18w6, Elsie 
Florence Vander Straaten, born 30th August 1874, daughter ofEnmund 
Arthur Vander St raa ten and DrusiHa Schokman (DiB.U. Journal, 
Vol. X X I I I , pages 161 and 162, and Vol. XXV, page, 107). H e had by 
h e r : — • , . - ' ■ ■ 

1 Ernest Noel Vander Straaten, born 17th December 1897. mar-
risd m 8 t MlohMl's and All Angels' Churoh, Colombo, SOth 
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December 19S0, Clarice Muriel Rode, born 26th August 1897, 
daughter of Garret Arnold R )de, and Clotilda Lucy Siegertbz 
(D.B.U. Journal , Vol. X X I X , page HO). 

2 .Edward Arthur Llewellyn, who follows under V I I I . 
3 Douglas Lindsay, born 24r.h November IJH'3. 
4 .Elsie Inez Vivienne, born 28rh December 1905, married in 

St. Lucia's Cathedral, Kotabona, 30th December 1924< Frederick 
Airoy Rodrigue. 

5 Frederick Herbert Willem, who follows under I X . 
8 George Mervyb, born 10th September 1910, 
7 Heian Anabel, born 19th January 1913. 
8 Ernest Eustace J k l p h , born 8th August 1916.4 

V I . 
Earle Phil ip Albrecht, born 17th September 1904, married in 

St. Michael' s find All Angels Church,' Colombo, 81st Dtcember 1?80, 
Helen Gladys Gray, «oru 12th September 1905, daughter oi WUham 
Anderson Gr«y' and Sarah JoseHne Bode. (D.B.U. Journal , Vol. X X I X , 
page 106). H e had by her :— 

1 Helen Gladys, born 11th Ootober 1931. 
2 E i r l e P n i U p Valentine, born 11th May 1933. 
8 Ead ine Peggy, born 6th October 1935. 

V I I . 
Ellis Arthur Albrecht, born 24th November 1906, married in 

St. Andrew's Cathedral, Singapore, 26th December 1936', Louise Esther 
Aivia, horn 27th August i9v,9, daughter oi Lawrence Jus t in Daniel Aivis 
and Augusta Mabel Hoffmui. Ho had by h e r : — 

1 Jerome, born 4th August 1940, died 31RC December 1941. 
2 Roger, boru 28th March 1943. 

V I I I . 
E l w a r d Arthur Llewellyn Albrecht, hoin 4th May 19C0, married 

in Wddt Australia 21st M-iy 1923, Marjorie Gillard, born 8 th December 
1899, and he had by he r :— 

1 Barbara R^y, b <rn 23rd August 1924. 
2 Peter Lyn, bom 20th March 1930. 

I X . ' 
Frederick Herbert Willem Morecbt, born 12th September 1908, 

married iu S*. P UI'B 'Gimrob, M l a g n y a , 7th November 1936, Loina 
Blanehe panijlle Jaui-z, born 2nd M n . 1908, daughter of Attnur U«nia 
J ; n ' z <ui<i Er.hel Mary Rddlich. (p.B.TJ, Journal , Vol. XXIV, #ag« I4u). 
H e had by bar :— 

1 Diana Valerie, born 15th March 1940. 

DUTCH BCTBGHBB TOON , To 

AN ACCOUNT OF CEYLON. 

By THOMAS P E N N A N T . 
(Continued from paye 60 of the issue for October I944>)* 

We now are to touch on the glory of Ceylon, perhaps of the vege­
table kingdom. Ttie Laurm Cinn imomu7tit Burmau Ze\l. <ab i'7, Rau. 
Hist . PI. ii. 1554 to 1663, Wuodville, i. 80, Gerard, 1582. Thi*-i* an 
elegant species of laurel thaE grows to Che, height of twenty (eet; the 
fljwers small, and of a yellowish colour : the fruit pulpy, with au oblong 
stone. 

This valuable tree grows in greater quanti ty in the hie of 
Ceylon, than any other piaca. I t grows wild in the woods, without any 
cul ture : evary provinoe does not .possess it, there is none in J»ffana-
pifiam, nor VUnaar, bun abound in mont of the internal parts, and about 
N-jgu niio and Gi le . A pigjqn, I think the Pompadour, Hruwn'j, i i lus i i -
tao. 19, is tii'd species, which, »y carrying the fruit to .< ifferent p »ee-, is 
a great diase'ninator of this valuable tree. 1 do not believe it to be 
peculiar to this island ; but the b*rk is infinitely superior in quality to 
any other. Botanis ts enumerate numbers ,of kinds, but they only vary 
bding takdn from trees of different ages, or growing in dilTerent soils, 
and situations. I t may be found in. Malabar, Sumatra , &c. but is de­
preciated by another name. Cassia, and Cannlla, to our unspeakable loss ; 
Cinnamomum was a more1 dignified name. The a»ttenta speak of it 
under tha t title, in sueh high terms, sbat the Dutch wisely retained the 
name, whioh gave it greater respectability. Our countryman, the late 
Taylor White, E-<q. in Ph . Trans. Vol. 1. p. 860, and Mr. Combes, resi­
dent in Sumatra , in page 873, are entirely of opinion, that Cinnamon 
and Oaasut do not specially differ. Mr. Whi te ' s account is accompanied 
with some very good figures of the leaves of the former. 

The celebrated bark is the inner, and is reckoned the most perfect 
when taken from trees of seven or eight years old, if they grow in a wet 
slimy soi l ; but those wbi^h grow in the warm white sand of the 
vallies, coma to matur i ty in five years. Seba says, tha t the ages of the 
treas are fourteen, fifteen, or sixteen years. I t is the heat which gives 
the hark that quilled form in whioh.it comes over to us, especially the 
smaller and more delicate sort, which is taken from the smaller 
branches. The bark is first freed from the external ooat, when it is on 
the trees ; is then cut lengthways, stripped eff, dried in the sand, and so 
becomes merchantable. 

The barkers of cinnamon are brought up to the trade, and are called 
Chali&szs. The account given bv Mr. E^chelskroon of the management, 
is raont au then t i c ; from him I shall transcribe what will be h'ighlv 
satisfactory fcn the readers. At page 339 of Wolfe's account of the ible 
of Ceylon he begins thus :— } 

" The 'irne for harking ibe tree commences in the' months of 
June and July, and sometimes even in Augus t : now as'soon as they 
ooraa out of their villages for that purpose, every district sends a 
detachment of Dutoh soldiers, and another composed of the natives 
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themselves, called Lasoaryns, along with them, in order to guard 
the wood where they are to work, and this partly on account of the 
roving Cingalese mountaineers, which Bcmetimes full on t he baiked 
ci macnon, and make it their booty ; but still more for the purpose 
of having an ey« upon the Ohaliases themselves, tha t they may not 
be able to oonceal any of the oinnauuon, and afterwards carry it off. 

The bark fehafc is peeled during the day, mviat be carried every 
evening to the Dutch guard, belonging to their respective dis t r ic ts ; 
there cleansed, well dried, and made up into bundles, and after-
ward-) taken in close cases to the factory, where they are weighed, 
and received by the company as payment of the assessment or tax 
imposed on these people by Government. A man must bd a very 
good hand indeed, thai; can gather thir ty pounds of cinnamon in a 
day ; whence it is eawily calculated, how many persons it will take 
to gather ten or twelve million pounds, and that too of the best ; 
for what is brought in is looked over before it is weighed, and the 
refuse of it burned, 

" At the time for gathering this drug, the company are obliged 
to draw out a cordon of seventy-two miles in circumference; and 
as there are a great many of these corps de garde, it follows tha t the 
company must pay a great many Europeans , as well as Singalese. 
These cinnamon barkers are under the command of a captain, called 
a Matahidde% and are distributed into four different classes. All 
t he Chaliases must be ready at all t imes to work at the Governor's 
command, for on him it depends how much is to be barked" and 
delivered in ; and this again depends on the demand for it from 
Burope." 

This important article of luxury was well known to the anfcients, 
We have applied the word Cassia to the inferior cinnamons 

of Malabar and Sumat ra . 

The Romans called it Cinnamomum, but generally with some addi­
tion. The Xylo-ciuttamomiim, or the wood, wa aye told by Pliny, was 
sold for twency denarii, or twelve shillings and eleven pence per pound, 
The juice, or expressed oil, at one thousand denarii, or £ 32.5,10. The 
Daphnoides, or Isocinnamon, seems nob to be thought the genuine kind, 
yet sold at the price of three hundred denarii, or £ 8.13.9, the same price 
as the true cinnamon. The Cinnamoncamocans was the expressed piece 
of a nut, and perhaps a different article from the "true cinnamon, was 
sold for no more than forty asses, or two shillings and seven pence. 
The antients, according to P l iny , esteemed, as we do at present , the 
cinnamon of the young twigs. I t was chiefly made use of as a perfume, 
either as an ingredient for their unguents , or to rub their bodies with, 
in form of oil. They appear to have been ignorant of the tree that pro­
duced it, as well as the country : They supposed tha t it cime. from that 
par t of Aethiopia whieh bordered on the Troglodytes, Pliny says they 
bought all they could of their neighbours; but even Mr. Bruce, who 
would certainly do all the honor he could to Aethiopia, never mentions 
it among bis botanical enumerations. Pliny talks confusedly ot a long 

voyage made with the cargoes of this precious article, and of the cross­
ing of v*st seas: of the cinnamon being under the protection of the God 
Asiabinus, and of its never being cut without his permission. I dare 
say that the Cinnamon and Cassia came then, as it does MOW, from the 
Milabar coast, and Taprobane or Ceylon, and that the merchants cross­
ing the 'Sinus ie'hiooicus in searoh of i t , induced the Roman Natura l i s t 
to make Aethiopia his native country.* 

The ant ients give a most romantic account of these trees, tha t of 
their being guarded by a dire species of bat, fighting cruelly with their 
sharp claws; and by flying serpents; one was the enormous bat of the 
torrid zone ; the others, the winged lizard, before described. 

I t s modern, use for oulinary purposes is unknown to none. Cinna­
mon water is also a fine liqueur. From the leaves is extracted a thick 
and fragrant juice, appropriated for the candles of bis Imperial Majesty 
of Ceylon ; and from tine roots is extracted the oil of camphire, and a 
sort of camphire superior to what we have in the shops, which likewise is 
reserved for the Emperor, who esteems it an excellent cordial. Seba, in 
Ph . Trans, ab r .v i . 8261 from whom wa have the account, speaks highly 
of its virtue in ar thr i t ic cases. The bark, and essential oil, is an article 
in our dispensary. 

{To he continued), 

"Pliny, in lib. xii. c. xix. and other parts of las Nat. Hist, treats largely ot 
this tree. 
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L 
Lorrens dp Boer, horn in 1776 at Amsterdam, arrived in Ceylon 

Circa 1796, D.B.U. Journal, Vol. I, page 38!, Book-Keeper in the 
Paymaster General's Office and Clerk of ihe< ivil Fund Committee, 
married in the Dutch Reformed Church, Wolvendaal:— 

(a) 14th December 1800, Clara Gertruyda Schoorman, baptisfd 
9th February 1783, daughter of Frans ' Schoorman and 
Catharina Varolina Wolfcers. . 

, (b) 24th March 1805, Engelberiina Sophia Jansz, baptised 21st 
December 17^3, daughter of Johannes Cnristofft;! Janes 
and Petvonella Magdalena .Stfekelsdorf, 

Of the first marriage, he had : — 
1 Amelia Hermina, born 2nd July.1802, married in the Dutch 

Keformed Cbufch Wolvendaal, 11th June 1827, Jacobus 
Marinu's Ludekena, born 24th September 1803, son of Jan 
Balthazar Ludekens and Magdalena Florentia Leijdner 
ID. B.U. Journal, Vol. XXIII , pages 168 and 169). 

2 Pet ion el la Gerhardina, died 3rd April 1851, married in St. 
Peter's Church, Colombo, 19th November 1832, Johannes 
Cornelia Oorloff, baptised 2nd October 1808, died 4th Decem­
ber 1853, widower of Anna Christina Ginger, and son of Jan 
Hendrik Oorloff and Johanna Jacoba Condeilag. (D .B .U. 
Journal, Vol. XXVIII, page 86) 

Of the second marriage, he had :— 
3 Hendrik Barend, born 15th September 1807. 
4 Alexander Frederic, who follows under II. 

II 
Alexander Frederic de Boer, born 19th November 1810, Married 

in the Dutch Reformed Church, Wolvendaal, 35th Junel835, Roberta 
Helena Kriekenbeek, horn 'i9th November 1813, daughter of Jt>l nn-
nes Arnoldns Kriekenbeek, and Sara Jacomina Louisa Carolina 
Zezilles. (D.B.U. Journal, Vol. V, page 70). He had by her :— 

1 Henry Arnold, who follows under I I I . 
2 Sophia Geraldina, born 10th August 1837, died 15th July 

1911, married Charles Henry Brecbman. 
3 Charlotte Antonetta, born 12th March 1840, married in the 

Dutch Reformed Church. Wolvendaa), 10ih May 1860, Jot-eph 
Swanborn 16th April 1831,- sou of Joseph Swan, and 
Arnoldina Frederiea Gertruida Ebeihavdie (D.B.U. Journal, 
Vol. XXVI, pages 66 and 66). 

4 Sarah Frederiea, born 28th June 1842, 

I I I 
Henry Arnold de Boer, born 29th September ]£36, died 20th 

October 1903, married in the Dutch Bel'ormed church, Wolvendaal, 
18th December 1861, Eliza Joselina Van Gej'zel, born J6ih March 
1842!, died 19th June 1911, daughter of Johannes Juttiniis Van 
Gejzel and Sophia Wilbelmina VauGejzel. (D.B.U. Journal, Vol. X, 
page 73). He haJ by her :— 

1 Rosa BVederiea, born 25th June 1863, died 10th March 1985, 
married in the' Duteb Reformed Chuieh, Wolvendaal, l l i h 
October 1882, Charges Gerard Speldewinde, born 24th August 
1855, died 24ob Outober 1921, eon of Simon J<>han Speldewinde 
and Frances Ann Riberg. (D.B.U. Journal Vol. XXXIII , pages 
74 and 76.) 

2 Eliza Henrietta, born 1st October 1864, died 4th May 1901. 
married in the Dutch Reformed Church, Wolvendaal:— 
(a) 1885, Frederick Leembruggen, born 3rd Maroh 1859, died 

26i,b June 1889, aon of Peter Henry Leembruggen* and 
Charlotte Sophia Fraocke., .(D.B.U. Journal, Vol. IV, 
page 25, and Vol. VIII, page 9). 

(b) 2nd May 1893, John Oliver BarfcholomeuHZ, L.M.8. 
(Ceylon), L.K.C.P. and S. (Bdin.), D.F.P. and S. (Gins.) 
Assistant Colonial Surgeon, Civ) Medical Department, 
born 29th September J856, died 4th May 1901, widower 
of Jemima Ernestine Felsinger, (D.B.U. Journal, Vol. 

' XXVIII, page 125), and aon of Agnew Bdward Bavtholo-
meusz and Jane Elisabeth Williamson. 

3 Sophia CharloUe born 13th October 1866, married in the Dutch 
Reformed Cnuroh, Wolvendaal 18fcb December 1895, Percival 
Dick Siebel, horn 81st. May 1868, died 5t.h 'ugUBfc 1925, sou of 
Samuel William Siebel and Sophia Eleanor Baillie. 

4 Marian Almeera, born 13th September 1869, married in the 
Dutch Kaformed Church, Wolvendaal, 7th October 1891, Bi-
chard Amiesley Brohier, V.D., Assistant Post Master Gt>ner«I, 
Honorary Major in the Ceylon Light Infantry, b< rn 13tli Nov­
ember 1863, died 19th November 1912, (D.B.U. Journal, Vol. V, 
page 100), son of Rich«rd AnnesJey Brohier, Justice of the 
Pence for the Island, Assistant Auditor-General, and BmHet 

.Ann Kock. (D.B.U." Journal, Vol. X, page 129, and Vol. XXXI, 
pages 199 and 203). 

5 Alice Daleia, L.M.S. (Ceylon), L.B.C P. and s. (Edin.), L.P.P. and 
s. (Glas ), Officer in Chaige of the Lady Havelock Hospital, 
Colombo, born 2^nd February 1872. 

Kotos ;—(l) This family is now extinct, but the name Is being per­
petual ed ny Dr, Henrv Speldewinde de Boer, referred to 
in OH U. Journal, Vol. XXXIH, pages 79 and 84. ' 

(2) Eugetbertina Sophia Jan^s* as widow pi Lourens de Boer 
referred. &o under I, married ia fchs D&fceh. Beforaed 



Church, Wolvendaal, 3rd September 1817, Huybert Jaco­
bus Doebbrata, 

(3) Dr. and Mrs. John Oliver Bartholoraeusz, referred to un­
der I I I , 2, ware drowned while bathing in the Tissaweva 
Tank in Anuradhapura on 4th May 1901. They were 
buried in the Churchyard at Matale, where a tombstone 
has been erected. . 

(4) Alice Delcia de Boer, referred to under I I I , 5, left Ceylon 
in 1919 on ret irement from Government Service, and 
took up residence in the United Kingdom. 

Dr . G. G. Mandis, well known for bis excellent books on Ceylon 
History, contributes to the " University of Ueylon R e v i e w " for April 
1943, a carefully constructed theory of the "causes of Communal Con­
flict in Ceylon." The quite recent addition of the " R e v i e w " to the 
Union Library explains the delay in our reference to th is ar t ic le ; but 
the subject is now more than ever of grave importance. 

Undoubtedly there is communal conflict in Ceylon, a disturbing ele­
ment in the friendly relat ions which till a few years ago existed among 
cinimunit ies which have so much in common, There have always been 
small differences, as there are even in family relat ions; but conflict is 
not too strong a word to describe the present discontents. As Dr. 
Mendis writes, in the nineteenth century " t h e r e was little or no con­
flict among the various communities, and they generally lived in 
harmony." 

Why then this bitter contention which is dividing the people, and 
bringing into play all the cruder possibilities of caste, race, religion, and 
temperament ? Dr. Mendis explains it by a theory of a " Middle Ciass", 
to which we shall refer presently. But, first, as to 'Communalism 

" Communalism "-^-so Dr . Mendis begins his ar t ic le—" is a disease 
whioh afflicts the body politic in India and Ceylon." On the contrary, 
Communalism is no disease bub a natural development in a healthy 
body. The instinct, or whatever else it may be named, whioh unites a 
family in matters which concern its interests as a family is no disease. 
Hot so to unite would indicate a serious disorder and the beginning of 
trouble, And fche community is bub m extension of the family, an union 
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Any community worth the name must look after its interests, 
whether those interests are social, religious, political, "economic", or 
historical. I t should be proud of itself, and strive continually fco add to 
the reasons for its pride, thereby increasing the respect given to ib by 
other communities. As far as possible it should live and act in friendli­
ness with other communities ; not that it loves Caesar less, but that it 
loves Rome more. Tbat is Communalism, the true Communalism. I t is 
not a disease, but a sign of good health, 

Bub wben Dr. Mendis oalls it a disease be is thinking, not of the 
family aspect, but of its relation to the " body politic", and sees in it 
"one of the main obstacles to the a t ta inment of self-government in both 
these countries"—India and Ceylon. He assumes not only tha t the 
body politic is healthy only when ib is self-governing, but also tha t 
Ceylon should at once be made self-governing. 

Even so, why should Communalism be an obstacle, except tbat it 
may be an obstacle to the ascendancy of a single community, the others 
being in a position of inferiority, ignored, tolerated, possibly victimized? 
Where there are several communities in a country, and these by no 
means inferior to one another in character, political wisdom, intellect, 
and achievement, ib is necessary and advisable that all should have a 
share in the self-government. Self-government does not mean govern­
ment by a single self. All communities should be partners in the firm, 
nob mere employees of one predominant employer. 

Has ib not occurred to those who rave against oommunalism tha t 
they are themselves communalists of the straitest sect ? They some­
times pose as nationalists, bub nationalism is but communalism writ 
large. 

Let us turn now to a consideration of the causes of the present con­
flict, which Dr. Mendis admits is a recent development. Portuguese, 
Dutch, and Bri t ish writers, from de Queyroz to Cordiner, do nob men­
tion such conflict. Men of the elder generation among us, in all the 
communities, are regretfully aware of a change. The . explanation, 
according to Dr. Mendis, is the rise and growth of a " Middle Class." 

His use of this term is rather confusing. I t is generally used in 
English speech to denote the class which ranks socially between the 
upper and the lower c lasses; between the nobility and gentry on the 
one hand, and the "working" class, or manual labourers on the other. 
Ib would be a sort of second, or intermediate, carriage in a railway train, 
between fcha first and the third. Even in Ceylon we have a middle 
class of Colonists to whom land is offered. 

Bub Dr. Mendis is entitled to give ib his own meaning, which is 
that ib consists of the " planters, merchants, t ransport agents, lawyers, 
doctors, teachers and Government servants , for they Boon found t ha t 
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though they formed the most influential part of the community [popu­
lation] they had vary little political power ", 

Thia new Middle Class was nob formed of any one community, hut 
of all the communities. I t s members were united in their aim to guard 
and develop the interests of the class as a whole; but they "did nob 
develop into separate communities as there was yet very l i t t le inter-
marriage among its various groups ' ' . 

In passing, we may pause to inquire who' composed the classes 
between which ranked this new Middle Class. Were they Governors 
and the governed, or the rich aud the poor ? Or is it an example of an 
undistributed middle? 

However, the Middle Class gained step by step an ascendancy in 
t he country. The reform of the Legislative Council was their chief aim, 
and towards tha t their endeavours were fiercely directed. In due course, 

■ " they captured most of the high posts in the Government which were 
onca almost exclusively hely by the Bri t ish". Presumably, there were 
no British in the new Middle Class. 

Then happened what might natural ly have been expected, for such 
happenings occur so often that they might almost be regarded as a law of 
nature . " And now with the accession to power the various sections of 
the Middle Glass instead of uniting further began to compete with one 
another ; " and the chief reason for the present conflict seems to be that 
the various sections of the .Middle Class soon realized that the spoils 
won from the British were insufficient to satisfy all groups ", 

Here again we have the Brit ish put forward as the enemy from 
whom aDnita were to be wrested. But it would be entirely wrong to 
credit Dr. Mendis with any personal or even political animosity again&t 
the British. H e is obviously taking the point of view of a citizen who 
seeks* to secure a larger share in the government of his country, which 
is under the rule of the British, ' and it is from the British alone that 
Middle Class power can ba obtained. His..metaphors musfc.be taken with 
this understanding. 

How to get more power—that is the question; and the answer is 
through-reform of the legislature, and so of the constitution by which 
the country is governed. The whole communal conflict thus hinges on 
the question of Reforms, I t is the Reforms question which is the 
actual cause of the conflict, a conflict which is not confined to any 
Middle Class but which has spread like a pestilence to all classes. 

I t was the same in India. The Mayor of Madras, addressing the 
Geylon University Students early in November, is ■ reported to have 
said; " During the 1935 elections there was communal harmony and 
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goodwill among Muslims and Hindus . Bub when the question of re­
forms was taken up the majority in power did not look upon the mino­
rities with the same consideration. When they gained power they 
began to think differently." 

Here, then, is the explanation of the causes of communal conflict in 
Ceylon, without the intervention of any new Middle Class. To quote 
Dr. Mendis again : " the various sections of the Middle Class soon rea­
lized tha t the spoils won from the British were insufficient to satisfy 
all groups.' ' If one group seized all the power and all the avenues to 
power the other groups could not rest satisfied. Their very safety 
and existence depended on fcheir obtaining enough of "the " s p o i l s " to 
secure them from oppression by the group in power. 

The muoh-vaunted "majority ru le" may work in a country where 
the population is homogeneous ; but it cannot apply without strict limi­
tations in a country like Ceylon, where races, religions, and interests 
are sharply divided, Heads must be counted as well as noses. 

Is it not a practical as well as a worthy ideal that all communities 
in Ceylon should unite for the common good rat.her than the aggrandise­
ment of a single communi ty? There should be no driving put or 
squeezing out of any of the various communities. If we cannot at onoe 
agree upon an ult imate end, we may agree on points, and by persuasion, 
conciliation, and practice work towards an end upon which unanimous 
agreement is at length possible. 

&S^JW^6.-V~±r«?i&' 

http://musfc.be


84 THE JOURNAL OF THE 

GENEALOGY OF THE FAMILY OF LEMPHERS 
OF CEYLON. 

(Compiled by Mr. D. V. Altendorff). 

I . 
Jaoob Lempfert of Utrecht, Soldaarfc, married in the Dutch Re­

formed Ghuroh, Wolvendaal, 4bh August 1782, Maria Elisabeth Thoolen, 
and he had by hex*: — 

1 Samuel Pieber Eregod, who follows under II . 

I I . 
Samuel Pieter Eregod Lempfert, Draughtsman in the Survey De­

partment, born 4thyJuly 1784, died 26th March 1822, married in the 
Dutch Reformed Church, Wolvendaal, 24th October 1806, Maria 
Johanna Perera, died 21st April 1837. He had by ber:— 

1 Frederick Lionel, who follows under I I I . 
2 Susanna Cornelia, married Ferdinand Carel Van Eyck. 

I l l , 
Frederick Lionel Lemphers, born 16th September 1809, died 28th 

August 1866, married in'the Duboh Reformed Church, Wolvendaal:— 
(a) 30th July 1835, Angenita Sophia Van Eyck. 
(b) 24th January 1842, Thelesia Frederica Andriasen. 

Of the second marriage, he had :— 
1 James, who follows under IV. 
2 Frederiok Thomas, who follows under V. 

IV. 
,. James Lemphers, Proetor, died 3rd June 1898, married at Chilaw, 

Sophia Oooke, daughter of Nathaniel James Cooke and Louisa Arnoldiua 
Peres. He had by her:— 

1 Florence, born 1881, died 14th February 1898. 

V. 
Frederick Thomas Lemphers, Chief Clerk, Prisons Department, born 

14th October 1851, died 6th June 1922, married in the Dutch Reformed 
Church, Wolvendaal, 13bh November 1871, Eliza Amelia Andriesen, 
born lObh T̂uua 1852, died 31st August 1889, daughter of Jamea George 
Andriesen, Inspector of Schools, and Elian Griffiths. He had by 
her;— 

1 James Lionel Oorloff, who follows under VI, 
2 Frederick Joseph, who follows under VII, 
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3 Godfrey Daltoti, who follows under VIII. 
4 Eiiza Sophia, born 27th December 1876, died 13th May 1899. 
5 Peter Samuel, born 27th July 1878, died 5th February 1909. 
6 William Herbert, born 7th February 1880, died 16th January 

1881. 
7 Juliet Amelia, born 28th June 1881, died 7th July 1894. 
8 Violet Felicia, born 1st January 1885, died 8th December ' 

1886. 
9 Hilda Constantia, born 14th January 1886, died 26th October 

1926. 
VI. 

James Lionel Oorloff Lemphers, Motor Engineer at the Hale 
Garage iu Tottenham, London, born 5th October 1872, married in 
Duvonport 16th April 1905, Louisa Elisabeth Bethell, daughter of 
Francis William Bethell of Hampstead in London. He had by her :— 

1 Francis Lionel, who follows under IX. 
VII 

Frederiok Joseph Lemphers, Headmaster, Wesley College, Colombo, 
born 25th. November 1873, married in the Dutch Keformed Church, 
Wolvendaal, 21st December 1908, Blanche Julia Balthazar, born 21st 
August 1881, daughter of Desidarins Godfrey Balthazar, Inspector of 
Police, and Julia Ellen Andriesen. He had by her:— 

1 Frederica Blanche, born 27th July 1910, married in the Dutch 
Reformed Church, Regent Street Colombo, 21st December 1933, 
Herbert James Hills, Head Guard, Oeylon Government Railway, 
born 8th July 1909, son of Herbert Hills, Locomotive Inspector, 
Royal Store Eailway in Siam. 

2 Frederick Ivor, who follows under X. 
VIII . 

Godfrey Dalton Lemphers, F.I.P.S. (Lord), born 21et May 1875, 
married:— 

(a) In St. Lake's Church, Borslla, 14th March 1903, Eugenie 
Bosalind Pietersz, died 11th October 1927, daughter of 
John Philip Pietarsz, Inspector of Police, and Caroline 
Evangeline Melder. 

(b) In the Methodist Church, Fort, Galle, 8th December 1928 
Minette Irene Van Eooyen, born 30th March 1883 
daughter of Francis Edward Van Booyen, Proprietory 
Planter, and Agnes Frances Perera. 

Of the first marriage, he had:— 
1 Elmo Luther Dalton, who follows under XI. 
2 Beryl Constantia Eugenie, born 7th May 1908, married in St. 

Paul's Church, Milagriya, 26bh December 1941, James Alfred 
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Naval Volunteer Reserve, born 23rd September 1917, son of 
Frederick Roland Barbholomeusz and Harr iet Afcwell. 

3 Florimel Elaine, born 30th October 1910, married in the Dutch 
Reformed Church, Regent Street, Colombo, ,18th April 1938, 
Laslie Herbert Melder, Regimental Quarter Master Sergeant 
Ceylon Army Service Corps, born 4fcH October 1911, son of, 
James Richard Melder and Rose Letitia Hopman. 

. 4 Westloy Samuel, who follows under XII . 

IX 
Francis Lionel Lemphers, Head Guard, Ceylon Government Rail­

way, born at Kilburn in London, 4th January 1S09, married in the 
Methodist .Church, Wellawatte, 28th December 1939, Alice Lilian Bal­
thazar, born 13th MJarch 1915, daughter of James George Balthazar, 
Revenue Inspector, Colombo Municipality, and Lilian Andree Jansz. 
He had by her;— 

1 Frank Morris, born 19th October 1940. 
2 Brian Ernest, born 15th February 1943. 

X. 
Frederick Ivor Lemphers, Inspector, Assessor's Department, 

Colombo Municipality, born 1st August 1914, married in the Dutch 
Reformed Church, Regent Street, Colombo, 3rd September 1941, Eths-
Hnd Vida Anderson, born 29th September 1919, daughter of Eric Vernon 
Anderson and Lizzie Maria Hudson. He had by her: — 

1 Ethelind Carole Tbeone, born 28th July 1943. 

XI. 
Elmo Luther Dalton Lemphers. Captain, Ceylon Army Service 

Corps, born 4th August 1906, married in the Dutch Reformed Church, 
Regent Street, Colombo, 23rd April 1932, Ina Angela Nugara, born 26th 
April 1907, daughter of Julian Henry Nugara and Minna Auwardt. (D. 
B.U. Journal, Vol. XXXII, page 75). He had by her :— 

1 Trevor Elmo, born 16th June 1933. 
2 Yvonne Ina, born 36th January 1936. 
3 Chinska Jean, bora 25th July 1941, 
4 Terence Ronald, born 8fch November 1948. 

XII. : 

Westley Samuel Lemphers, Lieutenant and Quartermaster, Ceylon 
Army Service Corps, born 18th March 1913, married in the Baptist 
Church, Matale, 15th February 1941, Ruby Iris Melder, born 20th 
June 1926, daughter of Harold Pietersa William Melder, C.C.S., and 
Daisy Mildred Pietersz. He had by her ;— 

1 Cadrio Balph, born 21st February 1942. 
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2 Beverley Samuel, born 29th March 1948. 
3 Dawn Evangeline, born 15th October 1944. 

Notes:—U) Marta Johanna Pet-era, widow of Samuel Pieter Bregod 
Lempfert referred to under II , received assistance from 
a remittance sent in 1847 by fcha Government of the 
Netherlands possession in the East Indies for the relief of 
widows and orphans of the servants of the late Dutch 
Government, who were not already in the receipt of any 
pension from Government (Government notification dated 

' ' 17th July 1847'. 

(2) JatneB Lionel Oorloff Lemphers, referred to under VI. 
served in the Great War, 1914-1918, in the Royal Army 
Service Corps, (D.B.U. Journal, Vol. XIV, page 4.) 

MORE ABOUT LORENZ. • 

Once again the subject; of Lorenz is before the public eye. Those 
who have read their Bulletins for October 1944 will have seen ihe 
announcement regarding the compilation of a Life of Lorenz which 
is expected to make its appearance shortly. I t is hoped that these 
expectations will not be falsified, as has happened before, but tha t 
we shall soon have before us the life of the greatest Ceylonese of all 
times, written in a manner tha t will do justice to this outstanding 
genius. I t seems therefore appropriate that we should discuss his 
life to-day as a preparation for the more comprehensive Life that we 
shall shortly have the privilege of reading, 

Lorenz touched life at so many points that it is not possible 
within the brief space allotted,,for these talks to do anything more 
than deal in broad outline with the chief aspects of his career. His 
life may be divided, like ancient Ceylon, into three parts.: profes­
sional, political, and social. I t is proposed in this paper to make 
reference to his professional and political life only. 

As is well known, Lorenz was born in Matara, his father being 
Sitting Magistrate of that place. He received his early education 
under the parental roof, and when he had reached the stage at which 
education of a more advanced type was required, his father decided 
to send him to the Colombo Academy, now known as Royal College. 
I t so happened that one of his sisters was married to Mr. John 
Drieberg, a highly respected and leading Proctor of Colombo, and it 
is probably his early association with this gentleman, coupled with 
the fact tha t his father was conneoted with the law, that gave a 

* A p^per read by Mr. J„ R. Touss'aint before the D.B.U. Reading CircJe on 
27th October, 1944. ' 
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legal b e n t to bis mind . I t m u s t also be r emembered t h a t in h i s day 
t h e r e were only t h r e e avenues of emp loymen t open to Ceylonese— 
Law, Medicine, a n d the Clerical Service. , We know as a fac t t h a t 
on comple t ing his educa t ion a t t he Colombo Academy, Lorenz was 
offered by Sir E m e r s o n T e n n e n t a minor Clerkship in t he Govern­
m e n t Record Office—an offer which subjected his i n n a t e cour te sy to 
a severe t e s t , and which he decl ined in l anguage which shewed bow 
keenly he felt t h i s low e s t i m a t e of h is capac i ty and a sp i r a t i ons . 

Lorenz: was f o r t u n a t e in h i s ear ly f r iends , t he mos t p r o m i n e n t 
of w h o m were Freder ick and Louis Nell, t h e l a t t e r t h e f a t h e r of Dr. 
A. Nail, whose s i s te r he a f t e rwa rds mar r i ed . These young men dis­
played s t rong l i te ra ry bastes, and were respons ib le for s t a r t i n g in 
1850 a m o n t h l y Magazine oalled " Y o u n g C e y l o n " , which gave 
Lorenz his first o p p o r t u n i t y of t r y i n g bis h a n d a t l i t e r a tu re , a field 
w h i c h Jbe was a f t e rwards to adorn. A con temporary of his descr ibes 
Lorenz ' e wr i t ing aa " closely imi t a t ive of Dickens, of whom he re­
ma ined to t h e las t a mos t loyal admi re r . H i s s ty le , if w a n t i n g in 
t h e mass ive s t r e n g t h of t h e periods of F reder ick Nell, neve r the les s 
h a s a fragile e legance which c h a r m s by t h e very p la inness of i ts 
beau ty ". Eve ry th ing conspired t o t u r n Lorenz ' s a t t e n t i o n t o Law 
as a career , and he appren t iced himself to his own bro ther - in - law, 
Mr. J o h n Dr ieberg , as a P r o c t o r S t u d e n t . I n those days , i t was 
necessa ry t o serve a t e r m as a P r o c t o r first before becoming an 
Advocate. On complet ion of his t e r m of app ren t i ce sh ip , he was 
called to t h e Bar as a P r o c t o r of t h e Supreme Court . 

Lilte many another distinguished lawyer, Lorenz's first appearance 
in the Courts was disappointing. The sharp, practised old hands, who 
had for years been trained in the intricacies of native evidence, were, it 
is said, more than a match for him, and he recognised that a theoretical 
knowledge of law was not the only qualification necessary to make a 
successful lawyer. He therefore steadily applied himself to the practical 
details of his profession, and soon rose to his proper place among the 
practising lawyers of the day. 

Business now began to flow in upon him, and in the first twelve 
months he earned an income of £500, a large sum in those days. Apart 
from the ability with which he conducted his cases, his str ict business 
methods and the scrupulous honour with which he discharged his obliga­
tions to his clients soon spread his name as that of a very honourable 
Proctor. Ba t he did not allow the law to claim his whole attention, 
Ha was a regular contributor to the ' Ceylon Observer", and thus began 
his connection with local journalism which was to culminate in his 
ownership of the "Ceylon Examine r" . 

Having now secured a well-established practice, his thoughts turned 
to matrimony, and he united his fortunes with those of Eleanor Nell, 
the sister of his early friends Erederick and Louis Nell. This accom­
plished, he began to make arrangements for a visit to England, for he 
was a firm believer in the refining influence of the English atmosphere. 
Toajt his expectations were well-founded is apparent from the broader 
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view which he acquired of matters which were exercising the public 
mind in his day. He did not fail to visit Holland, where he made the 
acquaintance of the leading Dutch jurists . He learnt Dutch bo such . 
good purpose tha t he was able to Begin translating legal works which 
had hitherto been a closed book to those unacquainted with the language. 
He was even able to oount as one of his accomplishments the ability " to 
swear horribly in D u t c h " . . Another of his achievements was his ad­
mission to the English Bar . 

On his return to Ceylon he took a step whictfgave rise to muoh 
speculation by accepting the offer of the District Judgeship of Chilaw. 
That a man of his independent views, who had such a promising career 
before him at the unofficial Bar, should give up theee bright prospects 
for a Judgeship in au obseure outstation Court, could only be explained 
on the supposition that he wanted leisure "to make use of the copious 
notes on Dutch law which he had brought with him. Whether he did 
apply himself to this task is a matter of conjecture ; what is certain is 
that be did not fail to notice the humorous side of any incident that 
took place during his occupancy of the Bench. One of such incidents 
was connected with the appearance of the brothers Eichard and William 
Morgan in a case that name up before him for tr ial . They were both 
intimate friends of his, especially Eichard Morgan, whom he regarded 
with feelings of deeprespeet . This is how he hit off the situation in 
verse :— 

" T h e L a y s of the L a w ' ' . 

I t was a case from C-Ip-nt-n 
Was pending in Ch-l-w, 

Which, though commenced in '39, 
Had not been heard till now. 

And grant ye gods" exclaimed the Judge, 
(Smiting his bosom lustily), 

" That I might on the proofs adduced, 
Decide the question just ly" . 

The plaintiff had paid some seventy pounds 
As fees to E d M -n, 

To come with books and white cravat, 
And be his legal organ ; 

And W—11—m had got a similar fee, 
To keep the other at bay, 

" And oh ! how happy I'd have been with the one, 
Were the other dear brother away!" 
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And thousands oame from far and near, 
To see this pair of M ——ns 

Talking, and thumping, a-nd quoting the law, 
And eyeing each other like Gorgons. 

And nothing could make it the more absurd 
Than the fact that many had seen them, 

Dining the night before with the Judge 
Who now sat in judgment between them, 

The oase went off—aa all cases go— 
"With a sentence of restitution ; 

And a Bill of Costs and a notice to tax, 
And a motion for execution. 

Aad—good luok to the Judge and the Proctors two, 
And the folks with astonishment dumb, oh 1 

And good lack to the parties from C—lp—nt';—n 
And the Advocates from Oolombo. 

If Lorenz at first revelled in the free and easy life of an outstation 
Government official, he sooq began to chafe at an existence which offer­
ed no excitements beyond an occasional gubernatorial visit, and longed 
once again for the cultured society of which he had at one time been a 
prominent figure. An opportunity for gratifying his wishes soon pre­
sented itself. Governor Sir Henry Ward paid, a v.isit to Chilaw during 
Lorenz's stay there, and Lorenz, as thechie„f Government official in the 
place, had to entertain the Governor, who was so impressed with 
Lorenz'a a t ta inments , tha t he offered him the Burgher seat in the 
Legislative Council which was about to fall vacant in consequence of 
Eichard Morgan's appointment as District Judge of Oolombo. Lorenz 
accepted the offer with alacrity, and so terminated his brief service un­
der Government. 

Eeturning to Colombo, he resumed his career at the Bar and soon 
rose to be its leader. Next to his undoubted ability and quickness of 
perception as a lawyer, his success was due to the cool, collected temper 
which, however mucli provoked, he always preserved. I n the District 
Court, where he usually appeared, there was not much opportunity for 
those declamabory appeals to the emotions of a ju ry in which young 
lawyers usually indulge, Master of his facts and his law, he would 
state his oase with a lucidity and perspicuity which always commanded 
admiration, and then proceed to prove it, strengthening,every weak point 
as he advanced; while his thorough knowledge of native character enab­
led him in cross-examination completely to break down his opponent's 
case. I t was not to be expected that a man brimming over with humour, 
as Lorenz was, would be able to keep out this element from his daily 
practice in the Courts, 
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As an instance of his ready wit, it may be mentioned that once, 
while pleading iu the Supreme Court before the Chief Just ice, Sir 
Carpenter Kowe, the old canvas ceiling of the Court House came down 
with a crash. Alarmed by the noise, everyone looked up at the roof, 
when Ldrena calmly wound up his appeal to Brit ish Just ice with the 
words fiat justitia ruab ceiling. .The whole Court was moved to laugh­
ter, in which even the Chief Just ice joined. 

On another occasion Lorena was anxious that, one of his cases 
should not be heard on a. certain day as he had another engagement 
which he was anxious not to miss. The presiding Judge, Sir Kdward 
Creasy, author of*the " Fifteen Decisive Buttles of the World ", refused 
to listen to Lorenz 's reasons for a postponement. At last, in a sudden 
flash of inspiration, Lorenz remembered tha t the day fixed was the 
anniversary of the Bat t le of Waterloo, and urged this as a reason for 
the postponement. The vanity of the .Judge was tickled, and admiring 
the resourcefulness of the young Advocate rather than the oogency of' 
hia argument, he consented to a postponement. 

Aa we have already seen, Lorenz terminated bis exile in Chilaw and 
returned to Oolombo on accepting the Burgher seat in the Legislative 
Council. H e succeeded to an office which had been filled with great 
ability by Richard Morgan. But the interests of the Burghers did not 
suffer by bis appointment. 

They already looked upon him as the leader and the representative 
man of the Community . H e discharged his Legislative duties with a 
Bingleneas of aim, an independence of spirit, and a degree of ability 
which appear to us like a marvel. He was happy in the company of his 
unofficial colleagues, all men of rare gifts, of whom he became the ack­
nowledged leader. They stood together as one man on the question of 
the Military oontribuSion, in regard to which they could not see eye to 
eye with the Government, and resigned in a body in 1864. 

Tha t the Unofficial Members were actuated by a high sense of 
duty in resigning is beyond question, but Lorenz seems to have looked 
back with a sense of regret on the severance of his connection with the 
Council. In his "Chris tmas Debates" , which, as we all know, is a hu­
mourous imaginary account of meetings of the Legislative Council held 
on Christmas Day in the years IS60—1865, Lorenz represents himself as 
yearning to see the members once again. H e therefore pays a stealthy 
visit, and describes the imaginary incident in the following lines of 
verse put into the mouth of the Auditor-General:— 

When 1 exclaimed 
"Lorenz of ail men, you resign the Council I" 
He, shaking his head pathetically, 
Repeated muttering—"Council, ouncil, ouncil" 
Again in dreamy whispers—Council, ouncil, ouncil". 
But Lorenz yearned to see us all again; 
If I might look on their dear forms again, 
And make a few more sketches! So the thought 
Haunted and bothered him, and drove him forth 
At half past oneo'clqckon Wednesday, 
Round by the Civil Medical Officer's Office, 

■ 3sneath th© stairs, where we Bit legislating* 
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Thence he looked up, hiding behind a pillar, 
His dizzy'head agaiust i ts polished surface, 
There did a thousand memories roll upon him, 
.Unspeakable for sadness . By and bye, 
The ruddy sheet of unused blott ing paper, . 
Laid flat upon the semi-circular t ab le , 
Allured him, as some half-seen rock 
Allures the s teamer Pearl, until she madly s t r ikes 
Against i t , and des t roys a couple of passengers, 
The Council-chamber fronted on the s t reet , 
The ta l les t house in King S t ree t ; and behind^ 
By one steep passage leading gently onward 
I n t o a garden near the Pr in t ing Office, 
And in it throve a sickly Ga$uaririat 
A P.oinsiana Eegia and a Jack , 
■And undernea th t h e trees were rows of po t s , 
Which held a few decaying Heliotropes, 
A recent gift of William Ferguson's, 
But Lorenz shunned t h e pots , and boldly climbed 
U p by the wall, behind the Jack-tree. Thence 
Tha t which he might have shunned, if love of Ar t 
Had not compelled him, Lorenz saw. 
For pen and ink and paper lay on the Table, / 
And Rules and-Regula t ions ; Ins t ruct ions too, 
And several sets of Ordinances . 
And on the left hand of t heCha i rman sa t 
Gibson, the ' 'honourable friend' ' of t imes gone by, 
S tout , hear ty , with huge rolls of double ch in ; 
And next to him his Chief Crown-Law Adviser, 
A snor te r b u t a more developed corpora t ion ; 
And from his hand dangled a length of r ibbon 
Rosy-red, wherewith they bound the Colony. 
Fur ther , on either side of the Chair he saw, 
The ancient Treasurer and the Audi tor 
Also the Agent of the Central Province 
And then the Agent of the Western Province, 
Likewise the Customs and Surveyor-General. 
Now when the ex-member, slyly peeping, saw 
His chair h is chair no more bu t horribly empty , 
And all the other unofficial chairs deser ted; 
And saw with bodily eyes t h e frightful coolness 
Of nine officials legislating in their absence, 
And him, the General, sitting in the Chair, 
Serenely pu t t ing questions t o t h e vo te ; 
Then he, though he had read the local papers , 
Because a comedy seen affects us more 
Than comedies read in books or manuscript ,— 
Felt s taggered; and holding by the railjng, feared 
To send abroad a terrible shout of laughter , 
Which in one moment , like the blast of doom, 
Would send the Clerk gf Council up a gum- t ree . 
He therefore turning softly, like a thief, 
Lest the harsh pen should gra te upon the paper 
And taking a piece of foolscap from his pocket, 
Designed a sketch, and drew and shaded i t . 
And sent i t t o the Chief Crown-Law Adviser. 
B u t s o m e mainta in the sketch was Vandor t ' s . 

I t was in the year 1859, when ha had established a large practice, 
with his Legislative duties occupying a large'Bhare of his a t tent ion, that 
Lorenz conceived the idea of aoquiring the Examiner newspaper, wbioh 
Mr, John Selby, on being appointed to act ara District Judge of Colombo, 
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devoted entirely to tha advocacy of Oeyloneaa interests. H e discussed 
the mat ter with a few of his colleagues at tha Bar, and a partnership of 
twelve shareholders was formed for purohasing the paper, which was 
oonducted under his editorial management. Lorenz did not look at tha 
project from a business point of view, his main object being to educate 
his countrymen to ft correct appreciation of the value of an independent 
organ for the expression of their opinions and the defence of their rights, 
Though the paper was in debt for a long t ime, Lorenz persevered in his 
self-disposed task , and week after week hig pen was exerted in the cause 
of his oountry's progress. The Examiner at last rose fco its proper place 
and made its influence felt, and of all the l i terary undertakings with 
which Lorenz had identified himself, he looked back upon none with a 
greater sense of pleasure than his labours connected with the Ex­
aminer. 

I have now dealt in broad outline with Lorenz'a professional and 
political oareers, touching very lightly on his excursion into Journal ism. 
Whan we contemplate the leading part he took in shaping the political 
aspirations of the country, at a time when politics were li t t le under­
stood, and directing them into the right channels, we cannot but view 
with alarm and dismay the present tendency to crush out of political 
existence the very Community which gave birth to a Lorena. The 
Burghers have made a very valuable contribution to the political life 
of the coun t ry ; they occupy a ussful place in society; and they 
will continue to be a stabilising influence in local politics. Nothing 
is going to be gained by compelling them to merge their identity in 
tha t of the other Communities. 

NOTES OF EVENTS. 

Summary of Proceedings of the General Committee, IBth September, 
19i4:—(1) A vote of condolence was passed on the death of Dr. F 
Foenander. (2) A sum of Es . 1443,75 wan directed to be transferred to 
General Revenue Account. (3) A Sub-Committee was appointed fco make 
arrangements for the celebration of Founder 's Day on 21sb October. 
(4) Mr. E D. Toussainfc proposed " T h a t a special Commifctes drawn 
from among members of the Union should be appointed to consider the 
question of the at t i tude of the Community to the proposed reform of the 
Constitution of the Island, aud fco formulate the views of the Commu­
nity for presentation fco the Commission on Reforms." After discussion 
it was decided that the further consideration of the resolution be de­
ferred until the Committee bad the opportunity of hearing Dr. Nell. (5) 
The following new members were admit ted:— Messrs. H . M. Chris-
toffelsz, D. Van Cuylenburg, B . R. Kriekenbeek, and N. St. L. A. 
Spaldewinde. 

Special Meeting of General Committee, 4th October, 1944,-~After 
Dr, Nell had addressed tha meeting on tha position of the Community 
under the proposed soberae of reforms, a special committee consisting of 
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the following members was appointed to prepare a Memorandum embo­
dying fche viewa of the Union for submission to the General Commit tee: 
—The President, the Secretary, Mr. L. E . Blaze, Mr. J. A. Martensz, 
Dr. B . L. Spittel, Col. V, H. L. Anthonisz, Mr. G, H. Gratiaen, Mr. J. 
K. Toussaihfe, and Mr. E. D. Toussaint, Secretary and Convener. 

17th October, 1&44 :™( l ) Votes of condolence were passed on fche 
deaths of Messrs. Julian Leembruggen and D . da Kretser. (2) Mr. G. 
H . Gratiaen was appointed a member of the Finance Committee and of 
the Education Committae. (3) A sum of Es . 350 was voted for a treat 
for the Poor. (4) lb was decided tha t the President should, on behalf 
of the Union, express to the Governor i ts regret at hia departure. (5) 
Tha following new members were elected ;—Messrs. Q. N. Wright, S. D. 
A, da Krefasor, Lt.-Coi. N . Sohokman, Dr. A. E . Sohokman, Miss A. M. 
Ludovici and Mr. R. B. Austin (re-elected). 

Hist November, IBM;—(I) Avo te of condolence was passed on the 
death of Mr, H. P. Beling. (2) The formation of a Geueral Depreciation 
Fund was approved. (3) The payment from Social Service Fund to 
the Ednoation Fund of Rs. 150 for having taken over expenses on 
account of the education of children was approved. (4) The motkm by 
Dr. J . R. Blaze that a Sub-Committee be appointed bo prepare a census 
of the members of the Union and their families, with particulars1 of the 
educational progress of their children, was passed, and the following 
Committee was appointed :—Messrs. C. L. Beling, A. J . Martin, C. A. 
Speldewinde, J. W. Wambeek (Secretary) and Dr . ' J . E . Blaze (Con­
vener). (5) The following new members were elected:—Messrs. H . F . 
Albreobfc, R. van Cuylenburg, R. G. H. van Ouylenburg, J . K. Honter , 
V. H . d e Kratser,. V. J. P. Lourensz, L. M. G. Sansoni, B . V. Wark-
meister, A. L. Wendfc, Dr. L. D. 0. Austin, Dr. B. A. R. D. Josef, and 
Mrs. L. M. W. Speldewinde. 

Special Meeting of General Committee, 8th December, 1944:—The 
following decisions in regard to the proposed Reform of the Constitution 
were arrived a t :—Franchise : Tha t while deprecating the premature 
enfranchisement of the masses, and the conditions brought about by 
enfranchisement, no suggestions should be made to the Soulbury Com­
mission for restricting the existing franchise, but that the Community 
should press for the introduction of machinery designed to aeoure its 
better working, and calculated to reduce to a. minimum the evils and 

.malpractices which it has brought in its t ra in. Qualifications of Coun­
cillors : That the requirement that candidates for election should be 
able to read, write, and sp'aak bha English language be retained. Repre­
sentation: (a) Thab a acheme of representation should be devised 
which would ensure that there would not be an undue preponderance of 
any one community in tha leg is la ture ; (b) that strong representations 
should be made bo secure ( l ) the creation of a Burgher electorate simi­
lar to t h a t which obtained under tha Franchise Ordinance, and (2) the 
election to the CounoU by this electorate of 5 members from its number. 
The Legislature; The establishment of a Second Chamber. The 
Bmatotiw: The introduction of the Cabinet system, the Order in 
Council to contain provision that ad least oa@4hird of dhe members of 
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the Cabinet should he members of tha minority communities, the . right 
of the Pr ime Minister to ohoose his oolleaguea being otherwise con­
ceded. The Public Services:~Thab the proposed New Constitution 
should provide for an independent Public Service Commission consisting 
of five members of whom the Chairman should be appointed by the 
Governor with the approval of the Secretary of State, the remaining 
four members being aelecbed locally so aa bo aaoure the representation 
on bbe Commission of a member of each community, serving public offi­
cers being eligible for office provided they- retire on appointment. 
General: Tha t the Governor should have power to refuse his assent bo 
legislation, and tha t bhe Suprema Court should have power to declare 
legislation unconstitutional. 

Obituary. The death of Mr. Jul ian Leembruggen occurred in October 
last year, as a result of his being knocked down and injured by a lorry. 
Born on 26bh of December, 1873, he was the seventh in a family of ten 
children. H e was the elder of his two surviving brothers , Dr . H. U . 
Leembruggen, and Mr. Stephen Leembruggen. After some years ' em­
ployment in Malaya, the late Mr. Leembruggen returned to Ceylon and 
served for over 30 years in the Way and Works D e p a r t m e n t s the 
C.G.R., retiring about 11 years ago from the office of Clerk of Works. 
He was a popular figure, and avoiding publicity, did much for the up­
lifting of his own Community. We extend our sympathy to Mrs. Leem­
bruggen and the several members of the family in their sad loss. 

..Another veteran member, and one of the few left of tha t band of 
older men who laboured to bring the Union into existence, passed 
away in November last . I t is remarkable t ha t a Community so small 
in numbers should have produced so m'any men of such varied distinc­
tion in differenb Bpherea of life. 

Mr. Henry Prins Beling was nearly the last of the Burghers who 
maintained family bradifcions by continuing to live in Wolvendaal. 
Hill House, No. 48/49, Hill Street, in which he resided up to the time 
of his death, was originally purchased by his grand-father. I t was the 
one Dutch Burgher home left, to remind one of the type of the hill-top 
houses which were occupied by the families that clustered round the 
grand old Church of Wolvendaal and contributed to its storied past . 
Here lived besides the Belinga, the Albrechts and the Brohiers, the 
DeVoses, Foenandars, Scbokmans, Kreteers, Siebels, Gceniers, van der 
Straatens, L3embruggens, de Boars, and many other Dutch Burgher 
families. 

The late Mr. Beling wag 80 years old at tha time of bis death. H e 
was the eldest of a family of five sons and three daughters. Of the 
former, his younger brother, Mr. W. W. Beling died in 1928. Two other 
brothers, Dr. C. C. Beling ^and Mr. Aelian Beling, are resident in 
America. His two surviving sisters are Mrs. E. A. van der Sbraaten and 
Mrs. Walter Sohokman. 
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Mr. Baling retired from the post of Municipal Assessor. He soived 
in bha Governmenb Clerical Service for'many years before joining the 
Municipality. Ha married Ellen Gertrude de Kretser, elder daughter 
of .Mr. and Mrs. Horace E. de Kratser, who-predeceased him. Thdy 
left no children. 
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