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BURGHER MEMBERS IN COUNCIL.

By J. R. TOUSSAINT.

In the issue of the Journal for Jannary 1945, we skotchad the
political advances made in Coylon from 1838 to the present iime,
a.nd noted how Buargher representation has been affected by each

" instalment of reforms. It is now proposed o complete the picture

by giving a briaf sketich of the careers of those who represented the

~Gommuniby from time to time, and who, each in his own way, con-

tributed to these reforms. In the case of some of the earlier per-
sonalities, the information available iz somewhat scanty, and one
has to piece togsther scatfiered referances and to bring in what may

- perhaps be considerad trivial incidente to make a composite whole ;

while in the case of others the problem has heen to reduee to a small

‘compass the mass of debml available.

As has already been told, the first Liegislative Council, establish-
od in 1833, consisted of nine official and gix unofficial members, the
latbter nominated from amongst ' the principal natives and Buro-

. pean colonists of Ceylon". The native members were required to
speak English, while the Eurepean Colonists must have had a resi-
" dence of at leasti two years in Ceylon. Terribtorial representation

was not thought of in those days, and nominations were made on
gcommounal lines from among the Huropeans, Burghers, Sinhalese,

“and Tamils. - There were at that time practically only three carcers
- open to the Burghers—Law, Medicine, and the Clerioal Service. The

first named profession attraeted the more enterprising of the Bur-
ghers, and naturally Lawyers were considered to be the best suited
to represent the Communily in the Lagislative Couneil.

The Gavernor’s choice of the firat Burgher Memberfell on J. G.
Hillebrand. He was a young man when the eapitulation of Ceylon

_*3 the British took place, He found that English was gradually
“supplanting Putch as the official langpage. Being an ambitious

youth, he determined to acquire a knowledge of the language of the
rulers, but he wae too old fio enter any of the existing schools in
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which Engligh was ‘ﬁau_gh'u-. He 'uherefore hit npon bhe pl&n of mak:

ing friends with the English soldiers, and by frequent intercourse,

- with them and the aid of a Dutich-English dictionary, he became
" profieient in the langnage. He then took to the study of law and duly
gualified ae & Proctior and Notary.

Little is known of bis eareer at the Bar, but that ih wWas marked
by ability and conscientiousness there can be no doubt, His know-
ledge of Dutich helped him to become a master of Roman-Dutch law
which held the field in those days, and he soon rose to be a leading

. Proctor. He enjoyed the respect of all sommunities to such a
degree that his nomination as the firast member to represent his own
Commumty in the new Legislative Council was a foregohe conclu-
sion. He acquitbed himself so well that on the sudden death of Mr.
Justica Stoddart, he was appointed temporarily to the resuliing
vacancy on the Supreme Court Bench. In connection with this in-

. cident, the Governor of the day made the following flattering allu- -
Nor can I omit to nofice the absence.

sion to him in the Couneil :—"
of Mr. Hillebrand, whose extensive expemenee s a legal practitioner
in this Colony rendered his co-operation in this assembly of
great value. He has been ca.]led to fill at a moment of great embar-
ragsmoent a high Judlcla.l office.”

Hillebrand's sucoessor, John Frederick Giffening, was a man of

the same class ag Hillobrand himself; He was probably a son or &
near rolation of the Rev. Bernard Abraham G:ffemng, described .as

“Head Clavgyman of the Reformed Church in the District of -
He was one of the three Proctors attached to the Vice- -

Colomho™. :
Admiralty Court, of which the Chief Justice was the head under the
imposing title of * Depuby and Surrogate of the Vice Admiral ',
James D’Alwis, in his "Maemoirs", speaks of Giffening as “an old
narrow minded, avatere, but clever Dutch lawyer”, before whom he

had to appear as one of the Board of Ezaminers for law-studenta.

Procrastination was as much rife ther as it is now, and James
D’Alwis describes the difficulty he had in getting Mr. Giffening to
fix a day for his examination. ‘“He had ‘much nofarial business’
ot oue day, was ‘very busy’ on another, had ‘to go to Colpetty’ on a

third, was ‘suffering from severe headache’ on a fourth, or some- ~

thing else and so forth ", 7

Af lagt a date was fixed fdr the examination, which wag entirely

viva voce. James D'Alwis was able to answer all the quesﬁlons put
to him by Mr. William Morgan, one of the examiners, but * found it
very difficult to comprehend those which Mr. Giffening had inter-

posed”. At the close of the examination, Mr Giffening said be was not -

satisfled with D’Alwis’s answers and would examine him again on a
“future date. The examination, when it took place, was -entirely
'dlﬁferent from our modein conception of a law examination. To
‘quote D'Alwis: “'At this time, though all the examiners.were pre-
gent, Mr. Giffening alone conducted the examination. He was nob
confient with the store of knowledge which he already possassed and
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:which was consideragble, but must resort to a book called the Pape-
gaya, questions and answers written in Dutch on different abstruse
points of the Datch law. Of course, T could not answer the majority
of them ; and I have no doubt that the Chief Justice himself would
have.besitated, had he not altogether have failed, in answering
‘them ”. "James D’'Alwis seems to have bad good cause for complain-
ing of My, Giffening’s treatment of him, fpr at this time candidates
used to be sometimes &dmitbed as Proctors on.their ability to ans-
wer the'single question, “Can you make a bill of costs ?”’. However,
this cpisode ended happily for James T¥Alwis, as Mr Glﬁanmg
eventually signed the certificate that he had passed as a Proctar,
“We have no information as to what he did in the Legislative Couneil,
~ bat it is hoped he dld not exhibit his eccentricities thers. He died
in 1851,

Richard Morgau was voted by general acclaim to be the fittesh
parson to succeed Mr. Giffening. The youngest of a family "of five
“sons and six daughters, Richard Morgan had a creditable career at
the Colomho-Academy, where, as later at the Bar, and still later in
fihe Liegislative Council, he strove for the first place w1bh James
tewart, who, when he died, was mourned as one whobad “comman.
ded the raspect and extmted the admiration of all classes of the
Community”, and of whom ib was sald that, as a speaker—

C eracasasrasnesraasiai sty ‘“*his tongue

Dropt manna and could make the worse appear

o The better reason.’
‘Morgan chose the Jaw a% his vocation, and it was decided by his
elder brothers, his father being dead, to send him to England to
goalify as a barrister.. He had not been there long when family
circumstances rendersd his return to Ceylon imperative before the
- object of his visit could be realised. He therefore prepared himself
" {or admission as a Proctor, and was examined by Mr. Justice Hille-
" brand, whose career has already been noticed. The examin.
" ation was not a very searching one. We are told that Mr. Hille-
" brand, “after putting a very few questions, was quite satisfied ag to
© the fitness of the applicant to be a Progtor and granted a certificate
at once”. - Morgan was then only nineteen. It is interesting -to
note that Richard Morgan in dué course married the niece
.of the Judge before whom he appeared for his examination.
. At the age of twenty-four he was admltbed an Advoca.te of the -
Supreme Court.

‘Richard Morgan was phenomenally successfu] ab the Bar and fook

part in ‘all the public questions of his day, notably the one which re-
" sulted in the recall of Governor Torrington, 8ir Emerson Tannenb, and
Mr. (afterwards Sir Phlllp) Wodehouse.. He appeared in somae of the

mosk important cagee, his incoma reaching £3,000 & vear-—a large sum
“in those days. He acted as District Judge of Colombo and next asg
‘Queen’s Advocate, and it was while he was officiating in this latter
rppointment that the death of Mr, Giffening, the Burgher Member, took
. place. A memorial, signed by four hundred Burghers, was sant up to

' hha szammc, subwitting for Hig Emauenay ¢ consideration ‘' the neme
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of R. F. Morgan Esq., Advocate of the Suprema Court, as that of 2 gen- o

tleman who, by his ability, learaing, and independence of character, has

gained their confidence, and who would, they belisve, as a member of '

the Legislative Council, do egual honour to Your Excellency’s cholce
and to the people’s recommendation ™

'These high expect&hwns ware not belied. From the very first day

he took his seat in Council, Morgan threw himself into his legislative

duties with an ardour that has nof been squalled. One who saw him
take part in an 1mpormnh debatie hasg left behind the following record of
his impression :—"" Mr. Morgan especially roee with the occasion and
convineed all present that he was not only a learnad man but a ready-
man, a perfect master of fence, and his reply was a splendid specimen of
intellactual gladiatorship”. 'He was on the most friendly terms with

C. A, Liorens, who wasg af hhls fime enjoying a holiday in England, and -
In a letter which
Liorenz wrote to Morgan, dated 2nd March, 1885, oseurs. this significant . -
“I foust, in strict confidence, tell you that I am quietly going -
bo slip in a memorisl on my own behalf, and I dare say with the asgiz-
tance of tha old judge, who knew my father, the Baron, so intimately at

who was conktemplating taking the King's shilling.

paggage;-—

his eaatle in Bloamfontein, may be able to get a hearing. If 80, and if
my memorial is referred to Ceylon, will you sband my friend in refurn
for all I have done for you in England (ahem), and put in a kind word
here and a kind word there for me ? You will be Sir Henry Ward's right

hand man, I dare say, and a hin from you will guffice~—itom, a wink to" -

MacCarthy, who may remembey me as the very efficiont Secretary of the

Caolombo Athehaeum, and a great admirer of hiz handsome lady who

always gab opposite me ab St Peter's’’. Whéther it was due to Morgan’s

IWink’ to MacCarbhy, or to the impress:ou Liotenz made on MacQarthy's
‘handsome lady ™

after hig refurn bo Oeylon, Lorenz .-was appolnkad Distriet Judge of
Chilaw.

But Morgan was not destined fo adom the Legialative Counecil for

long as an unofficial member, Like Lorenz, hs was nob averse from
accepting a Government appointment ; unlike Lorenz, he did not tire of

- it and revert to the Bar, but he lived to fill the highest judieial office

open to Oaylonssa, Muech to the gratifieation of the Bar therefore; he
acaapbed the appointment of Distriet Judge of Colombo. The members

-~ of that body took the unusual course of expressing their thanks to the '

 Gravernor ‘' for the selection to that office from among the ‘local bar of

our acknowledged leader, Mr. Richard Morgan, in whose talents as a ‘

lawyer and integrity as a man fhe pubhc and ourselvas have the most
unbounded eonfidence

Although Morgan thus pmsse& out of the Laglslatwe Coureil as an
unofficial member, he was destined o reburn to it in a different eapacity.
He had bardly officiated as District Judge for twc months when he was

- appointed to act as Puisne Justico, He went on his first eireunit shortly
afterwards, travelling all the way from Colombo o Jaffna by road, and

he has left behind a racord of this journey. which is remarkable for its
He next acted for a short time as Queen’s Advo-
sate and then- proceeded to Hngland, where he was called to the Bar.

minuteness of detail,

- we cannot say, bub the fact remains that shortly

Debates’ T

~the Bar "', he wrote to the Governor,
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He returned fo, Ceylon, and resumed his pra.cblce a.ehmg from timeto
- bime on the Suprema 'Court Bench and as Queén’s Advocate, untbil

finally he wag appointed permanently o the latter office in 1863, his
oaths being taken amid the booming of guns, as was the custom in tbose\ _
days. His second term of offies in Council was even more brilliant than -
his first, He was ths mamsbay of the Governor, who placed fmplicit-

- faith in bis judgment, and in the expressive language of the day, it was
" gaid that he *

shaped the whispers of Queen’s House ” Morgan 8 per:
gonal appearance and the axtenswe influenee he sxamlsed f\.b this time
are well expresse& by Lorenz. in the following Imes in his ‘' Christmas -

- Arid on the left hand of the 0ha1rman sat
Gibson, the ‘honourable friend ’ of times gone by,
Stout, hearty, with huge rolis of double chin;
And next to him his Chief Crown-Law Adv:ser,
A shorter but a'more developed Corporation ;
And from hishand dangled alength of nbbon :
: Rosy-red, wherewith they bound the Colony

The year 1874 marked Richard Morgan's aﬁtamment of hhe gummit

' of his ambition, Sir Bdward Creasy was obliged by ill-health to leave

the island and Morgan was appointed to act for him as Chief Justice.
Shortly afterwards the honour of nghhhuod ‘wai conferred on him,

~ This recognition of his distinguished services gave as much satisfaction

te him as it did to the goneral publie, who shewed their appreciation by

. enfertaining tha new Knight and hig lady to a Garden Party and Dance.
* On the Supremse Court Beneh 3ir Richard Morgan enhanced his already
- high repubation as a lawyer, while the Governor continually turned o

him for advice on matbers in which he wasin doubt. **I am afraid I am
a hard fiaskmaster not to give an over- worked Chief Justica a moment's
regt " wrobe Sir William Gregory fio hirm. ‘I have balt & mind to run

~ down to Kaudy to speak fo you on this and other matiers”, and mote o

tha same effact. At last the permanent appointment of Chief Justice
wag offered to Sir Richard, but for reasons of health ha had to decline it.

* T did at one time feel anxious to obfain the Chief Justiceship to gratify
my family, and the feeling that I should thus'advance the inkerests of
“but a long active life guite unfits
me for, the sedenbary wmk of the Bench, a.nd I would gladly becoms

-Queen 3 Advocate aga.ln

Sir Richard had correchly gauged ‘his capacmy for. work on the |
Beneh.  Soon his health began to fail and he went on a sea voyage to -

'Hongkong, which lasted a-month.. On his refurn he resumed duties as -
Queen's Advoeate, but the seeds of diséase had alresdy taken a firm hold

of him.” Ha died on the 27th January, 1876, his death being deeply
mourned by all classes. - Tn an Hxecutive Council minute the Governor’
gaid ;="' His intimate knowledge of the habits and miodes of &houghb of
the native communify, ecupled with’ tihe confidence. reposed in him by
Government during the whole of his servise, gave a peculiar value to the
advice and assistance he rendered to this Couneil, and the loss of 8o

- distinguished and able a public servant will long be felt by the Govarn-
manb of Qeylon ",

]
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.When Richard Morgan resigned the Burgher seat in Counecil in. -
1856 to take ap the appointment of Queen’s Advocabe, there wag po -

" diffiaulty in finding a suitable suceessor. O. A, Lorenz had already

made & name for himself at the Bar, and on his return from Hngland -

was filling the office of District Judge, Chilaw. As we have already
goen, Lotenz bad asked Morgan fo exeyt his influence with the Governor
on his behalf, the result being that hig wishes were realised.

as one who would worbhily represent !ns Community in the Leglsla.hwa
Couneil,.

Lorenz, on -hig a.pppmntmenb fulﬁlied these axpeobatlona in fuli‘

measure. When he eniersd the Council in' 1856, the other unofficial
members were J. 0. Diag (Sinhalese), J. Swan (Planting), J. Armitage
(Furopean), 8, Ederemanesinghs (Ta.mﬂ) and B. J. Darley (Mercantile).

With his customary thoroughness, Lorenz ab onee began to take his full- )

ghare in the Councll debates, bringing %o bear his well-stocked logal
mihd on the discugsions. The principal business of the Council in those
early days was egncérned with the making of laws, and Lorenz found

Probably’
with a view to seeing for himself the man on whom such high praise
hzd been lavished, 8ir Henry Ward paid a visit to Chilaw, and was favour-
ably impresged with Lorenz. nof only by his ability as & Judge, but also’

full scope for his unrivalled knowledge of the manners and customs of

the people of the country. He fought a great fight in copnection with

the Kandyan Marriages Bill, and in 'a lottar ko Richard Morgan, dated

15th December, 1858, he sa.ys that ** the Governor compla.lned o me
privately that I behaved with ‘more than usual captiousness’. But it
arose from a desire to save all that dificulty and mischiel ‘which must
necesgarily result from having two codes of law in Kandy.....,... Now,if
(forgattimg for & moment that vou are now a Government-man, but re-
mambering the good of the colony, and the mischief that must result
from this mos$ extraordinary piece of pateh-work), if, I say, you. can
sacure an opportunity of doing good serviee to the colomy, I hope you
will not fail to do so; if it were only to have the bill sent back for re-
congideration, It was not even referred to a sub-commitiee: and what

annoyed ma most wag the self-coneeited style in which both Govarnor -

and Queen’s Advocate set about repealing a measure so carefully con-
 gidarad and deliberatiely gelitled . .That Lorenz's opposition to the bl

was well-founded was proved by the faet that it was dlsallowad and'

" another bill had to be brought in to take ity place.

There ig currank ancther and more piciuresque version of the sama
story. The feeling wag sbrong Ghat the proposed Kandyan Marriages
Ordinance wad greatly in advence of the times and would lead to the
. perpebuation, in an aggrava.ﬁed form, of the very evils it wag sought to
remove.
would arise in the social life of the Kundyaps if the bill were passed,

exasperafed the Governor. Asking the Colonial Secrefary, who had
" visen to reply, to resume his seab, the Governgr procesdsd to dencunce
thoge who had opposed the bill. The proposed legislation; he said, had

haen ingpired by a desire to amaliorate the soeial and moral condlhlon- o
of the people of the country, but instead of his veceiving support and
encouva&amanb fromn $hoge bom in the’ 1sland he was met by sneers,

Liorenz’s eaustic wib, in describing the complications which

" quibble there”, - ‘
- when the work of the day was over, he asked Lorenz to "'Come and have

.publie support

. 2 refining influence on public life.
~ for a long time, Lorenz persevered in his salf-imposed task, and
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ridfoule, and hair-splitsing, ' If the honourable member delights in such
‘pastimes”, he said, addressing Lovensz, '“let him go to Hulitsdorp and
But the Gevernor guickly regretted this outburst; and

a glags of wine at Queen’s House’'.  Under the mellowing influence of
thig drink, explanations and a.pologles followed, and the unfortunate
incident was soon forgotien,

Lovenz was not content with sa.fegumdmg the mtereqts of his
Community in the Legislative Council alone. In 1859 the Ezaminer

" newspaper was in the market, and Liorenz conceived the idea of

purchasing it. He discussed the matter with a few of his colleagues
at the Bar, and a partnership of twelve shareholders was formed

for purchasing the paper, which was conducted under his editiorial
managementi. In aletter to Richard Morgan, dated 14th March,
1859, Loreng speaks of his new venture with a degree of pardonable

. pride. "I don’t think I ever mentioned to you -of our having pur-
"chased the Hzaminer from John Selby, and plaeing it in the hands

of Liouis Nell, Yeu will be able to see how far we are deserving of

It pays its way and has acquired ﬁfty additional
subscribers since we took it up. You will of course say, ‘Pray don’s

“allow. it to interfere with your busmess ;- but I hope you will
T imredistely corract yourself hy.saying, 'Oh, by the way, Lorenz

never did allow himself to be digtracted from hisz business’. Thanks

-~ ba to old Drieberg. who taught me the trick. Between ourselves,

very high opinions have been expressed respecting the tone and
gpirit of the articles—ahem !-—which have appeared in the paper.
And if {as I hope) we succeed in keeping up the thing, Fred,

- Louis, and myself being a sufficiently strong staff for the purpese,

we shall prove that Ceylon after all has arrived at a position when
her children car speak cuot for themselves; and thab in doing so, .

" they can exercise the modemtmn which even Enghsh Journahsts
_have falled to observe ™

‘A newspaper gmded by such high principles counld not but exert .
Although the paper was in debt

week by week his pen was exerted in the cause ef his country’s pro-
gress. BSo versatbile was his genius, and so keen his interest in the

~ papek, that he used, in the intervals of pleading at the Bar, to dash

off an editorial for the evening's issue.” Such enthusiasm could.
not fail of its purpose. The Frxaminer at lagh took its proper place
among the newspapers in Ceylon, and of all the literary undey-
takings with which Lorenz had identified himeelf, he looked back

upon noue with a greater sense of pleasure than his lapours con-
nected with the Erdminer,

After some years in Council, Lorenz became, by effluxion of

N

- time, the senior unofficial member, the others ‘heing George. Wall,

Wﬂlla.m Thompson, John Capper, James D'Alwis, and John Faton.

-He proved to be a leader whom his colleagnes could implicitly trust.

James D’Alwis, in his Memoirs, shews bow well Lorenz led the op-
posmon in the f&mous mmdent of 1864, which resulted in the defeat
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'of the Government on the- .reply to the Governors Address, and
later again in the same year on. the question of the Military Expen-
diture, which culminated in the resignation of the tnoffieial’ mem-
bers in a body. That the unofficial members were actuated by'a
- high. sense of duty in resigning is beyond quesmon, but they had
worked togelher so harmonmusly and had entertained such a high

regard for each other, thab it is not surprising if they felt keenly .

the severance of their connection with the Counecil Lorenz seems
to give a hint of this feeling in his Christmas Debates when he re.

o “presents the Auditor General as saying :—

*But Lorenz yeamed to see us all agam 3
1T I might look en their dear forms again; -

. And make a few more sketches!’  So the thought
Haunted and bothered him, and drove him forth,
At half past one-o’clock on Wednesday,

Round by the Civil Medical Officer’s office,
Beneath the stairs, whers we sit leglslatmg
"Thence he looked up, hiding behind’a pillar,
His dizzy head against its polished surface! !
There did a thoasand memones roll npon him,
. Unspeakable for sadness.”

That Lorenz was much missed in Councll the foHowmg enhry
'in Richard Morgan's diary will shew: ~‘ Rather late in going to

- Court today. but could .not do much when T got there, for I had to

gee the Governor at 12-30. Gave him my programme for the Ses-
gion, with which he seemed pleased. Spoke fully of the League and
of his reply. ' I pressed on him how glad I would be to see Lorenz
back in Council. I_'[e asked if Tiorenz had been factious whilsh in
‘Oouncll I replied, ‘' No, by no means; he was very useful”,

“Would Lorenz gome ? gro T conld not say. Afraid not". But a.lthough ;
Tiorenz would not return to the Couneil, he willingly placed at the . :
disposal of Government his sekvices In xegard to.the Currency Ordi-

nance, on which subject he was an authority, 8ir Hercules Robm-

gon, in & letter to Morgan in 187L, speaks of having read “ Mr,
" Liorenz’s able and thoughtful remarks with much interest. - I quite

agree with him, and will adopt his view, which is unquestlona.b]y

theorebically sounﬂ if thete should be no’ plactlcal dlﬁﬁculty in
. ca.uym;, it out™

Lorenz now turned his attéention to Munieipal politics. The

Colombo Maunicipality  had ‘at this time just been esbablished and
TLiorenz, living as he did in Mutwal, offéred himeself for the Cotan-
" china (now Kotahena) Ward, which ‘included Mutwal. His name
wa:s propoged by Richard Morgan and he was elected without oppo-

sition. We have no record of his work as a City Father, except that
" he was instr umenha,l in securing for Samuel Grenier the bonour of

" being the first Secretary of theé Council; but we have the testimony
of Richard Morgan that he continued to mam‘nmn thé high standard
" he had already established in the Leglslablve Council. Spesking on
the occasion of the unvelhng of Liorenz’s portrait in the Town Hall
in 1874, Sir Richard said :—" Forced by his convictions to resign
his seab in the Legislature, our friend was too public-spirited to
grudge his counbry his services in an arena, humbler it may be, buf

- following tribute tio him :

DUTCE BURGHER UNIGN 8

" not the less useful on that account. He joined the Municipal Council
. when it was firsb establiched, and those who understand the diffi-.

culfiy of inaugurabting a new institution, and of framing laws and
regulations for itg succeseful working, will readily appreciate the

- value of the services rendered by him to the Municipality. It is

right and fitbing, therefore, that in addition to the general testi-
monial set on foot to commemorate his memory, his picture should

‘ be set up in our Town Hall"'.

On the resignation of Lorenz and the ofher unofficial membaers,

' 1ﬁ 1864, the Government found some d1fhculty at firstin filling their

seats, as public opinion was strong on the subjecs. But nothing
was impossible with Richard Morgan, who induced James Martensz,
& leading Proctor, to accept the Burgher seat. He was a contem-

; porary of James D’Alwis, who speaks of him as “an intimate and

most esteemed friend ”’, with whom he had frequent practice in the
art of forensic oratory. On one of these occcasions, I'Alwis claims
to have got the better of Martenss in debate, whaeredpon the latter
bad to stand him » bottle of champagne! Like hig immediate pre-

‘__decessor, Marbensz's relations with Richard Morgan woere of the
. most cordial nature. The Hiscal's Ordinance was infroduced into

the Legislative Council in 1867, and Morgan worked in close touch

" with Martensz. He makes the following entry in his diary :—*' Mr.

Martensz was with me yesterday, and was guite reconciled to the

measure ; he would only press on the Government the necessity of
- spending more largely and rendering the depa.rtment more efficient.”

Morgan suggested to the Governor the name of Martensz, among
others, as a member of the Committee to consider the Bill. He did
solid work in Counecil, and on his death James D’Alwis paid the
“Poor James Martensz! He died lately.
He was the Burgher Member in the Legislative Council. Though
no speaker, he was a clever man--one of our best practieing Proc-
tors and Conveyancers, and my intimate {riend until death separat-

~ ed us. May God bless his soul.” "

In these days of communal shmfe, it is well fo recall the words

. :of James D'Alwig regarding men of the stamp of Martensz:—'' As.

business brought in large sums of money, I was most anxious to

‘entierbain friends at dinner, which I did rather frequently. My
. friends were chiefly Burghers, with a sprinkling only of the Sinha-

lese, and for the simple reason I was not over-pleaged with the con-
duet of my clansmen, who often made unkind remarks. I numbered
amongst my friends Jamea and Georgs Stewart, Richard Morgan, J.
Drieberg, William Moxgan, William Stork, Archibald Andree, J Mar-
tensz, H. D’Saram, P. J. I, vanderStraaten, ete.”

Born in fhe same year as Lorenz, and reared in the same

“schoo!l as the Nellsand other brilliant young Ceylonese of that period,
_Charles Ferdinands took to Law as did most of his ‘companions, He

was @ spacial favourite of Prederick Nell, who was perhaps drawn t0‘
I}um by reason of the physical contrast they presented, Nell beirg ‘a

-g;am in mind as he was a giant in limb, while Ferdinands was s
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person.of small stature’ physwally though not mtellectually Ferdi-
nande took his share in conbributing articles to the magazine “Young
* Ceylon”, exhibiting an independence of spirit which was to
atiand him in good stead in his professional career. After passing
* oub as a Proctor, he travelled all the way on foot from.Colombo to
Badulla to practise his profession at the latter station. Wishing, *
however, to have a widar field for his talents, he selagted Kandy,
wheres his business habils, integrity, and shrewd common-sense soon
secured for him a leading practice. After some time, on the advice
of Lorenz, he came tg Colembo, and passed as an Advocate in 1862, - -
He at onee found his propsr place in the political and social life of -
.the Metropolis, and was elected to,represent the Colpetty Ward in
the. Muanicipal Couneil in the same year that Liorens was elected for
Kotahena, He acted as the Secretary of & Commitbee appointed to
antertain 'Bir Richard and Lady Morgan to a Garden Party and -
Dance, on the occasion of the confermenti of the honour of Knight-
‘hood ou, the formey, and had the distinclion of proposing the prin-
clpal toast. .

. When the Burgher seat fell vacant in 1876 by the permanent ap-
pointment of Herdinands ag Solicifor General, the choeice of a suceessor
lay between James van Langenberg, Sr. avd Samuel! Grenier, both pro- -
minent mémhers of the Bar. The claims of each were trged in the
- Press, and activa canva,ssmg was proceedmg on behali of both, when a
~letter to the Press from Samusl Grenier announced hiz withdrawal from
tha contest in favour of van Langenherg. Thera was genaral astonigh-
ment, and nob & little ehagrin, among the suppoertera of Samuel Grenier
at thig step, bub the truth was that his sensitive nature recoiled from the
personalities in which the indiscreet admirers of both candidates began
to indulge, and he decided to pufi an end to them, so far ag lay in his
power, by withdrawing from the contest. This incident did nob in the
" slightest degree affect the frisndly relations subsisting between the two,
On the contrary, when Jawes van Langenberg passed away ub the eaxly
age of 46, Samuel Grenier felt his death very keenly, and did all he

- gonld on behalf of the widow and. children in the dark days of their
heavy afﬂmbion '

Ferdinands sueceeded Marﬁensz as Burghar Member in the Le- . -
gislative Council. Like his predecessors, he brought a ripe judgment
to bear on gaestions vthat came up hefore the Counecil and the inter- -
ests of the Community were safe in his hands. : In his day, and
aven later, no one ever regarded eminence at the unofficial Bar as
the goal of their ambition. T4 wae only a steépping-stone to judicial
offica, and so Ferdinands accepted the office of Deputy Queen’s Advo-
‘eate, laher aubing as Solicitor General and Attorney General, his sub-
sbantive appointment being that'of District Judge of Colombo. In -
this latter office he wad a conspicuous success. Joseph Grenier, in his
Memoirs, speaks in the highest terms of Ferdinands as a Judge.
“He was considerate to the Proctars, and in the whole of my ex-
perience of his work in the District Court, I always found him a
help to the younger members of the Bar. He was not very learned,
but he had a sound knowledge of the Roman Dutch Liaw and the pro-
cedure then in use in the District Court. It was a pleasure to appear .
before him in any class of case, In bthe trial of land cases he was
unsarpassed by any professional judge I knew before or after him.
His mvestwa.bmn was thorough and his Judgments were seldom .
.appealed from.’ '

Burvayor General’s Department, whers he acquired those habits of
neatness and aceuracy which distinguisbed him in after life. Growing
™\ tired of the hum-drum life of a draughtsman, he took to the siudy of
law, and in due course qualified as a Proetor, e began his practiee at
‘Matale, but soon found that his stalents reguired a. wider field, and he
moved to Kandy. Hare he found full secope for hig forenszie gifts. He
. wag very successiul in eriminal-frials, where his .persuasive and flusnt
powers of speech brought him muech success. This encouraged him o
enter the higher braneh. of the profession. . Ie carried everything beforg
him, and scon besame leader of the Kandy Bar. He wag a brilliant and
e!oquenh speaker, a learved lawyer, skilful in crosg-examination, ready
in argument, snd sound in advice. In 1876, when be was only 86 years
of age, he was selectad by his Communibty ag the fittest person to repre-
gent them in the ILegislative Council. Thig necessitated his leaving
Kandy and taking up his residence in Colombo, where in a short time
ha became the acknowladged leader of the Bar. "He served in the Coun-
" ¢il with mueh distinction for ten years, and wass much liked by Sir
Arhhur Gordon. ‘

" James van Liavogenberg was essenblally N rehgmus man. He was,
in the words of Mr. Dornhorst, "'a'staunch and sincere Catholie, one of
* the main supporters of his Ghumb, and regular in the performance of all
- the duties and exercises which religion enjoined. But his religion dis-
played neither bigotry nor gloom, and high-souled pious Chrigtian
though he wag, he neither spurned rational eojoyment, nor despised
“social recreation.’ HIS Church shewed its apprecia.hmn of hig worth
by ‘eonferring on him one of the hlgbesb Lonours in its gift, that of-
Chevalier.

it iz said that on the death of James van La.ngenberg. the Burgher
geat in Council was sctuslly offered bo and accepted by Samuel Grenisr,
buot he never took his seat, as shortly aifferwards hie was appointed
Attorney General. 8ir Arthur Gordon therefore decided to bresk the
long tradition of Lawyer Councillors, and appointed Dr, P. D. Anthonisz,

After acting as Solicibor General and Attorney General, Ferdi: '
nands went on leave to Furope in 1891, his fellow- passengers being
Sir Seruel and Lady Grenier and their twe danghters. He was not ..
in good health at the time, and it was thonght that he would return -
benefited by the voyage, but this was not to be. The party reached -
Marseilles safely, and were on their way o Paris when Ferdinands
took ill ab Liyons and died there. He was buried in that city, in a
cemetory visible from the railway line to Paris. . Joseph Grenier
describes him as agood honest and honourable man, with no malice -
or uncharitableness in lms heart, irue and loyal tao his friends. and
generous fo his enemies.” ‘ -

HStravge as it may seem, James van ‘Langenberg began life in the -
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who had rehired.a.i'tar a distinguished service inthe Medical Dapartm'ent, o

where he had held the office of Benior Colénial Surgeon, noting on seve-
ral oceasions ag Principal Civil Medieal Officer. The Governor's aetion

caused much consternation in Hulftedorp, where it was felt thab the
elaims of the legal profession had been overlooked. A public meeting of

profiesh was therefore held, not however againgt the appoinbtment of a
non-lawyer, but on the ground that it was undesirable to appoint to the
Legislative Council a pergon who had besn in Government Serviee, and
who wag in tha receipt of a Government pension. This protest had little
effect on the Governor, and his action was abundantly justified by Dr.
Anthonigz’s subsequent career in the Couneil.

Dr. Anfhonisz was in Couneil from 1886 to 1895, A manjof amp]e
means, he was no seeker after office, vor did he beg for preferment for
his kith and kin. -Unhampered by such considerations, he was free to

act with independence and holdness., ¥le initiated many a discossionin .
Council and gained many sucoesses, bub his greatest achievement was

the sea-side railway to the South. In and ouns of Uouneil, in the face
of repeated disappointmaents and failures, he urged this project, until he
was able, while.gtill in Couneil, to see fhe realization of bis efforts. In
1905 he decided te resign hig seat. Shartly before this he had received
‘the desoration of C. M. G. The early years of his retirement wers spent
in Galle, but inactivity wag distasteful to him ; so, like Lorenz before
him, he sought entry into the Munieipal Couneil of his town, and devo-
ted much time and labour to his duties. He died ot the 12th of June,
1903, at tha age of sighty.ona, : s

Dy, Anthonisz wag held in the higheat ésteem b'y all elasges in Galle
for hid unselfiak lahours as 2 medieal man. A remarkahble proof of this
waa farnished by the erection, during his lifetime, of & clock tower on

the ramparts at Galle, bearing the inseription;—" This Tower was -

~erected by Public Subsoription to thae perpetual memory of Pater Daniel
Anthonisz (born at Galle) in testimony of his skill and henevolence in
raliaving human euffering”. The clock ibsell was the sole gift of

Mudaliyar Samson De Abraw Ra]apakse of Kosgoda, a grateful and de-

vobed pa.tlent;

Tha retirement of Dy, P. D. Anthonisz furnished an oppotrtunity .

for tha revival of the long-standing tradition .of lawysr members, and
supported by Frederick Dornhors$, the Burghers submitted to the Gov-
ernor the name of H, L. Wendb as the fittest person to represent the
Gummumty in the Lagielative Couneil, Rebiging by nature and shun-

ning publicity, Harry Wendt had no particular desire for the rough and

" -tumble of polifics —indeed, he had never contemplated’such a pogsibility,
and did not fesl that he was fisfed for the role proposed to be assigned

to him, but if it was the general wish that he should aceept the office,

he said be ‘would try fo do his beat for the Community. He was ac-

eordingly appointed and movre than fulfilled the expecmtlons formed of
him by big supporters.

" Born in 1858 and educated at S. Thomas’ Col!ege whera he

had a ecreditable career, Harry Wendt, possibly influenced by his:
conneciion with the two great lawyers Who had preceded him, vigz,, - |
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. Ohavles Lorenz and G. L. Ferdinands, himself tock to the study of
. law and passed as an Advocate in 1880. His success was assured ab

the vory start. Lacking the fiery eloguence of a Dornhorst, he ¢on-

fined himsgelf to the eivil side of the Courts and soon gained a name
", for sound judgment and close application. Like many lawyers who
‘had made their mark before him, he took his share in law reporting,

and was at different times the joint Editor of the ‘' Suprewe Court

‘" Cireular' and the "' Ceylon Law Reports ™. At the time of his nomi-

. nabtion to the Counecil he had secured an agsured position at the Bar, |
" where he was respected for his integrity and devotion to the in-
. ferests of his clients,

During his five years in Counecil, Harry Wendt did not try to
eatich the public eye by doing anything speciacular. He made no
long speeches nor took part in any acrimonious discussicn, but

: .guietly and unobfrugively he contributed to the ghaping of the

various Qrdinances that came up before the Council, and in this

. way did more for his Community than uncontrolled verbosity could

‘have done, So much was his work appreciated by the Government’
that in 1897 he was appointed %o actias Solicitor General and in 1900
as Attorney General. At the end of his term of service he reverted -
to the Bar, and in 1901 had the satisfacticn of being offered a post
on the Supreme Court Bench, which he occupied with much distine-

- tlon until bis retirement owing to ill-health at the age of 42, The
- following tribute was paid to him by one of his colleagues on the

Bench ;——~“ Genial, modest, and kindly in disposition, with a basis of
strong religious feeling, serupulously honourable and conseientions

"in the discharge of his duties, and exceptionally learned in the law

he so ably administered, Ceylon has lost the services of a son of
whom she may be justly prond, and this Bench a friend and col-
league whom it liked and respected’. His death took place with

' traglc suddenness about a year after his mtuemen’ﬁ

- Harry Wendt’s mantle fell on the shoulders of F. C. Loos. oneg
of the most level- headed members the Community ever produced,

- who had previously acted as Burgher Member during the period
."that Wend6 officiated as Attorney General. Like his predecessm
~ he did not covep the honour, which he merely accepted in order to

serve his Community more usefully, Admitted as a Proctor in 1857,
his careful and painstaking methods brought him a Jarge clientele
and ensbled him to amass considerable wealth, Within nine years

“of his starbing in praectice, he was able successfully to coptest the
. Maradana Seat in the Colombo Municipal Conneil at its very first
_eleetion, defeating a well known member of the European Mercan-.
tile Community. After a time he eschewed Municipal peolitice and
~confined himself solely to his professional work, in which he attain-

ed a pre-eminent position. He purchased considerable property

“both in Colombo and Nuwars Hliya, including the old Galle Face
. Hotel premises, and it was he who conceived the idea of converting
the hotel business info a Gompam, im which he wnas one’of the

Jargest share- holﬂets. :
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day, whose reading eoverad the widest possible range, Dr, Van Dort
occupied an honouved place in the fivet rank of our cultured men. Yeb
‘he was as humble as he was learned, and  although taking a deep in-
‘terest in the political weliare of his Community, he was quite content to
stand agide and let lesser men enjoy the honours. But the time dame
when the Community felt tbat such self-abnegation, honcurable ag it
was to Dr. Van Dort, should not stand in tha way of the Communiby’s
interests, and he was at last prevailed upon to allow his name tio be pub
forward. Short as was his tenurs of office he took the earliest oppor-
tunity of moving that steps be taken for the prevention, control, and
" treatment of tnbereulosis, a subjeet which he had very mueh at heart.
"He spoke with all the authoriby of & medieal man of his eminence, and
his speech. i a model ef {oreible expression allied to swest reascnable-
-negs, The importance abtached o the gubjeet at present ig dun to the
initial sheps taken by Dr. Van Daort.

A man of few words, Frederick Loos did rot spesk much in Couneil, :
but when he did his opinion sarried considerables weight, So bighly -
wers his services valued that on the completion of his first term of five

- years he was re-nominabed for a second term. He rapresented sthe Com. "
munity for the unprecedentedly long period of nearly twelve years, -
daring which the rauk of U.M.G. was oonferred on him, muech to the
gmhlﬁca.blon of his Community, Wheo he diod in 1901, the Government -
in a special minute deplored the loss of ‘a loyal and trusted Councillor, -
whasa wida experience was always heely placed af its disposal and was
freguently of the greatest assistance " )

‘ . C. Loos was a firm believer in the rscuperatwe effects of a holi- -
day in England, and nob being troubled about questions of inance he

- was able to gratify his inelinations without let or hindrance. During

his tenure of the Burgher Seaf he visited England no fewer than three -
times. On the first ocoasion, in 1904, James van Langenberg, whose -
father we havs sesn was Burgher Member at one time, was appeinted to -
ach for him, thus eatablishing the precedent for the first time of {ather
and son representing the Community in the Legislative Council. Need-
less to say, the son mainbained, and, if posmble, added to his father’s

Thigh reputation.

On the death of B, G Lioos, it was a foregone conclugion that James.
van Langenberg would succeed him. He had acted ag Solicitor General
aud had already secured a foremost place at the Bar. His appointment
wasg therefore hailed with satisiaction by his Community. He did pot
belie the high expeetiations formed of him, bub bis tenure of office was of
short dunration, asin 1912 a new Consfitution embodying the slective:
prineiple came into. force, and James van Tiangenherg reverted to the

Bar, making, however, a weloome re-appearance in Couneil for a short
time 43 acting Attorney General. IHe then acted ag Puisne Jusbice, and
when it seemed that his course was well set for the higheat judicial offiee
hig death decurred oo the 29th April, 1915, ab the compara.tlvely early

‘age of 49, :
- In 1906 ¥. C. Loos deecided bo proceed again on a holiday to Eng- =

Iand, and the cheice.of asting Burgher. Memher fell on Francia Beven,
who for many vears praviongly had taken a leading part in all the .

publie questions of the day. In his early years he had been agsocinted
with leading men like Charles Liovensz, Liouis Nell,, Samuel Grenier,

Charlsg Ferdinands and others, and polities was in his blood. But for a -

slight physmal disability, he would have risen to grea ha:ghts as a

public man. He sigoalised his enbry into the Couneil by moving a
motion rela.lilng to the la.rger employment of Ceylonese in the higher -
branches of the publie service, and his speech shewed the great care he
had taken in the praparation of the subject whish he had made pean-

liarly bis pown, But he did.nof receive the support of his unofficial col-
leaguag, and the Government algo was very unsympathetie, ‘with the
resuls that nothing eame of the motion at the bime, but thereis no doubs

that it paved the way for the subsequant concessions made. .

A third holiday taken in 1909 by F. C. Loos provided. an opportu-
nity for the nomination—which was long overdue—of Dr. W. G. Van

Dort to the Legislative Council. One of the proloundest minds of his

. The re-constitution of the Legislative Couneil in 1912 rosulted in
the abolition of the practice of nomination for the Burghers and tha
provision of an elected seat, the elestorate consisting of (aj the descen-
_dants in the male line of those of European nationality who were in the
servies or under the rule of the Duteh Bast India Company in Gevion
. at the tims of the capltulabiou and the children of such deseendants in
“the female line. by marriage with Furopeans, and (b) all other persons of
;lagltxma&e birth elaiming to be registered as Burghers, who can brace
-degscent in the female line {rom ancestors who come within the above
definition, such parsona being able to vead, wnte and spea.k the Euglish
language. .

_ Three candidates otfered themselves for slection, viz., Mr. (after-
. wards Sir) Heetor van Cuylenburg, Mr. Arthur Alvis, and Dr. H. G.
Thomasz,  The first named headed the poll. Commenecing life as a
“Prostor in Kalutara, My, van Gu*ylenburg came b0 Colombo after some
vears and joined, first his brother-in-law ¥. C. Loos, in partnership,
“and then formed two ofher partnerships at different fimes. He also
served for gome years as Crown Proctor and was very successful in his
“-profagsion, but it was as REditor and Proprietor of the " Ceylon Inde-
pendent ’ that. he achieved the greates: prominence. He joined the
Volintesr movement ab its inception and rose to the rank of Lieut.-
2. Colonel. " In,;1904 he was appointed one of the official visitors to the St,
¢ Liouis Hxhibition. He took part in every populer movemen§ and received
- the honour of Knighthood in 1914. ' '

In the Legisiative Council Sir Hector van Cuylenburg ma.mbamed
_ the hbest traditions’ of the Community. - Ha espoused the ocause of
CGeylonese District Engineers who had been demed their legitimate pro-
"magtion, and in the.course of the debate he had a 'brush’' with the acting
Governor, Mr, B, E. Btubbs, who had but lately drrived in the Colony.

He also ook a prominent part in the burning question of the revision of
the galaries of publie servants, He brought a congidered judgment to!
bear on pll matbers that came up for discussion, and ib may be ssid that
he more thean justified the oholes of the electorate. His death which -
- took place on the 10th December, 1918, wan widely regretted, '
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In the hy-eleckion which followed, Charles van DerWall was re-
turned as Burgher Member, the rival candidates being Joseph Grenier

and Frank Modder. This was the second instance of 2 Burgher Membei - -
hailing from Kandy, the first being James van Langenberg the elder..

VanderWall was a Prootor in large practice, and brought to his lagisla-
tive duties the same care which he dsvoted to his professienal work, Ha
did nol initiate any important discussions in Gouneil, but be toock part

fresiy ip the debates and gave the Couneil the bensfit of his long and .

mature experience. He had a slow and stafely stvle ol speaking,
gtrongly remiciscent of the days of Lorenz and George Wall, A man of
gerupulous honour, he served the Council with distinction for five years,
on the expiration of which he did not seek re- -slection. Te died on fhe
13th August, 1934,

A re-constitation of the Couneil again took place in 1920, mf;hout
howavar, affecting the position of the Burghers, except that seven
Nominated Unoffieial Seats wers ereated, in addition to the Eleeted
. Seats, for which the Burghers with tha rest of the other Communibies
werg eligible, In the slection for the Burgher Seat which took place in
March 1921, Allan Drieberg was returned. At the time of his election,
Drieberg had alrgady atbained sminence at the Bar and had the reputa-
. tion of being one of the most polished spealkers. Like his great kinsman,

Charles Loranz, he had the gift of being able to get on friendly ferms ..

with all clagses, while his power of mastering the intricacies of the most
eomplieated subjact, developed at the Bar, enabled him to present his
views with a degreo of olarity that ealled forth the highest admiration,

He wag seen ab his best when guestions of salaries and cadves were

under discusgion, and he fought nmny o fight on behalf of the people of
the country.-

Allan Drisberg served with disfinction unfil the dissolution of tha .

Gouneil in 1924, and in 1927 he recsived an appointment to the Supreme

Court Bench., Neadless to say, he more than fulfilled the highest ex-

pectations formed of him, receiving in an important case which lasted
saveral dave and wag taken to-the Privy Couneil, the warm commenda-

tiong of thak body on his charge o the Jury, which they deseribed as -
“most careful and studiously fair to the accused, being also entirely free :
from any error of law as fo the onus of prootf or otherwise”. He died in

1988 and hiz death was a great loss to the Community.
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Puisne Justice. Tha eldest son of F. C. Loos, erstwhile Burgher Mam-

‘ber, Hermann Loos, while exhibiting all the fores of character displayed

by his fsther, possessed milder qualities which earned for him a unigue
position as a Judge. It is said that however greas the proveecation, he
wag never known to lose his temper, and wasg uniformly courteous to tha
Bar. Ho was nominated to the Conneil on the day suceeeding his re-

. tirement in June 1922, and served soree six years. Like his father again,
" he was a man of few words, but he knew haow bo assert himself, us on

the oceazion when a member made & remark reflecting on the honour of

. the Community.

C. B, de Vos sunuaedad Hermann Lioos as Nominated Unoﬁ'mml
Member. A mun of brilliant parts, the University Scholar of his day,
de Vos.qualified ag & Barrister in England, and on his reburn to Ceylon
was ocontent to practise his profession in Galle, whereas, had be been
-more ambitious, he might have aspired yo a seat on the Supreme Court

. Bench, Hs was 3 modest man and wags a student fo the end of his days,
gpecialising in Dutch and various other languages. His nemination to
the Council was reesived with great sa.b\sfa,e%mn by the Community as

fitting recognibion of merit.

The ro-constitution of the Oouncll in 1924 made an 1mporﬁa,nt
change in Burgher representation, the Burghers alone being entitled to
return two members while all the ether Constituencies were limited to

one. Against this, the number of Nominated Unoffieial Seats was re-
. duced from seven to three, but in the result this did not adversely affect
the Burghers, who were agsigned one of the three, so that, for the first
- time in the history of Burgher representation, the Community was re-
. presented by no fewer than three members. The contest for the Hleoted

Seat. brought out three candidubes, viz., G. A. H. Wille, N. J. Martin,
and the Rav. (afterwards Canon) Q. J. Q. Beven. Of these, the first two

" wara raeturned at the head of the noll. The Nomiuated Seat wenbt o
. Hermann Looes, who has already besn referred to,

From an early ages, George Wille displayed a leaning for law and

- polities, but bis early circumatances did not permit of his following the
- bent of his inclinations. He joined the Clerical Service, but after a time
gualified and practized as a Proetor. He wasnow able to take part in

. the political activities of his day, and he made a great impression on all
S by his gound grasp of coustibutional prineiplas, His entry into Conneil
;in 1924 gave him an opporturity of waking use of his spesial knowledga
_of parliamentary practice and: proesdure, in which he was assisted by
his flueney of utterance, It was a great disappointient to hiz Commu-
ity that he failed to secure ra-nomination in 1931, but this' was com-
pengated far by his re-appointment to the Council in 1936, His record
iz one of which he as well as his Oammumby have every reason to he
- proud. ' :

N. J. Martin had pmcb:sed a8 Crown Proctor of Chilaw for many
years where he was well known and highly respected. Being a man of
- ample means, he was ahle to gratify his ambiticn of serving his Qommu-
" nity in the Legislative Counecil. I¥f he did nob achieve any striking .
~suocess, it was due ha emuma‘mncaa beyond hie control.

- Wa have sean that tha re-constituted Council of 1920 provided for
geven Nominated Unofficial Beats. These were distributed among the
gifferent Communities, and the Burghers were assigned one seab, to
which Arthur Alvis was ndminated in May 1921, This gentleman had
unsuecesgiully conbested the Hlected Burgher Beab in 1912, Alvis was
a leading Proctor and Notary, who had taken an active part in Muni- ~
cipal politics, having represented the Colpetty Ward for many years. A
man of modarate viaws, he was held in much estesm by the Community,
who felb that their interests were in safe hands. But he did not live
long to enjoy the honour, hig death occcurring within a year of his
appointment fio the Qouneil,

-Harmann Loos, who succesded bim, had a disbinguished record as
Crown Couneil, Digtrict Judge, Qommissioner of Assize, and nocting



18 AWE JOURNAL OF THRE

" The Constitution of 1931 was based on the recommendations of the .

Donoughmore Commission, which was against the perpetuation of Com-

munal Blectorases, The Burgherh thevefore lost their right of represen- -
tation as a Community which they had en]oyed for a hundred years, but

a9, in tha words of the Gommissioners, ** the abolition of communal, and

'compleﬁe raliance on territorial, repreaenhatlon would pexhaps be too
gudden & change, causing undue apprehension’, bheve was provision for

" the ,Governor to make nomlna.tilons to the number of eight, so as to
render the State Council “more generally representafive of the national
infierests.”

. psnd on the ‘goodwill of the Govarnor for representation in the Couneil.
The nominstions made were communal in character if not in name, as
the selection was made from four of the mincority communities, the Bur-
ghers rsceiving two seats, which wera filled by Sir Stewa.rt Schneldet
and Dr. V. R. Scholman.

Sir Stawart was a Master at 8. Thomas’ College for -thirtden vears.

beofore taking to the study of law. He met with instant suecess on
passing ag an Advocatﬂ, and after acting ss Solicitor-(eneral and

Ajtorney-General he was promoted to the Supreme Court Bench, from -
which he retired in 1929 and reseived the honour of Knighthood. He

. wag a larceful if not a gmcefu] speaker, and brought to the Couneil the

fraits of hig ripe experience at the Bar and on the Bench. . He enjoyed .

the confidence of the Community to a gemmrka.ble degres.

Dr. V. B Schokman joined the Medieal Department on passing out '
of the Medieal College, bub after a shorf experience under Government .

he decided to engagein private practice—a decision which he had no
resson to vegret., DPosgsagsed of an’ engaging personaliby, and making

. the interests of his pationts his first care, he achieved much success in

his profession, while his love of sport brought him into 6oueh with all
clagses of peopls whosa confidence he enjoyed in no small degree,

such criticizm deseryed.
tio Municipal politics and had the distinétion of being elected Mayor of
. Bolombe.

Tha Staba Jouneil of 1931 was dissolved in Degember 1985 and a ﬁe\#_

Conneil came into being in 1936 with enlarged Electorates but with the
Constitubion unchanged. Hight members were again nominated by the
Governor, hut the Burghor repregantation suffered a diminution, one

member only being nominabted, The choies this kime fell on G, A. Wills, ;"
The Couneil. entered on’
one of the most momentous pariods in its history, when the question .of

bo the grant gratifioation of the Community.

a new Constitubion on a more demoecratie hasis was. dizeusged, and the
Community was fortunate in having ifs inferests looked after by owne
posgessing the deep knowledge, the wide sxperience, and the rare poli-
fical ingtinets of G, A, Willa, Whatever the politieal future of the
Gomm'amty may ‘e, there can be nothing but the highest praive for hhe
paanner in which ﬁha BaBE fqr bhe Burghars bag heen presented.

Ag a result, the Burghers and ether minorities had to de-

In
Counocil he shewsd an independence of spirit that was vefreshing, and .
wag unsparing in his critieism of the Government where he considered -
From Btate politics he tnrned his attention
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We have now given a brief sketeh of each member who represented
_the Coramunity in the Legislative Couneil, and the {ast stands oub pro-
minently that without exception,. whether nominated or elected, they
were the best selections that conld bave been made, and reflected credis
nol only on the good sense of the Jommunify but alse en the Govern-
ment. These members kept a watchful eye on the interests of the Com-
‘munity, and never has there baen the slightest guggeation that they
were influenced by any but the purest of motives, Many more members

_the elective system, and fhe unifomly good results obtained under the
“former aystem has given rise to the fesling among thooghiful people
that nominabios would serve the Burghers just as well ag, if nob better
than, the system of elestion which has been on trial for only a very short
time. The trend of recent evenis makes it problematical whether com-
munsl vepresentation in ifs present form will be reproduced in the new
Constitution that is in the making. Whatever the fical result may be,
the Burghers may be depended upon to continus to give their assisbanece
towards ths pohhual advancement of the country ng well agibs general
walinre.

THE ROYAL ASIATIC SOCIETY.

(CRYT.ON BRANCH).
By L. . BLAZE, B.A,

. The Asiabic Saciety of Beogal in Calcutta, was founded by Si¥
Williamd Jones in 1784, the bounds of its investigation to be tha
Geographisal limits of Asia.”
“Royal”—was founded in 1823 in Kugland. The Cevlon Branch of the
Foval Asistic was founded in Colombo on the 7sh February 1845, Its
Cantenary hag passed unobserved, owing, doubtless, to the War, and
perhaps to the absorption of Seientific and Literary minds in the efforts,
for a new Coustitation for Covion. But the Jubilee of the Ceylon'
“ Braoch was duly celebrated on the 1ith Febronary 1895 byia large and
repregentative company which met at the Museum and geparated after
midnight, The celsbration was distinguished by a masberly survey, hy
the President, Bishop B. 8. Copleston, of the history of the Beoiety
during its fifty years of existencs, whieh were the second fifty years, asg
the Bishop rewmarked, of the British ocoupation of the Tsland. There
had been several ventures hafore. ' Ths “Ceylon Almanacs”
record a Milibary Medical Library and Museum; a Ceylon Improvement

coyns as Secrefary; and ‘a Ceylon Agrienltural SBociety, with Charles
Dalogal ag Secretary.
work as the Asiatic Sosiety included in its programme. Itis no small
eauge for satisfaction that the Asiatic Sociely has gurvived to celebrate
its Centenary. lbs eareer has not been one of unbroken sucooss; ''if
hasg pagead through many periods of alternating prosperity and decline—
vicissitude has bsen indeed the law of its oxistevce.” From 1854 to
1869, from 1878 to 1880, and again afi varicua pariods down to the:pre-
sent day thore were intervals of apathy, and then an energetic member
would devote himself to the task of revival,

have heen sent to Couneil under the system’ of nomination than under

The Royal Asiatic Bociety—noate the word -

of the time .
Society with the Governor as Pabron. and President, and Captain Gag. -

These Societios attempted to do mueh the game
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The firet President was Mr: Justice Stark, whoge interest in thea
Soolety was far from nominnl. The Opening Address when the Society
was inaugurated, and the Address at the Annual Mesting in 1848, were
both delivered by him, Three papers by him are published in the
Society's Journal: two ou the State of Crime in Ceylon, and cne on the
Coing of Ceylon. The first Seeretary, to whom Bishop Copleston
awards the largest shave of praige for the guccess of the Young Soeleby,

was Mr, John Capper. Ouna of his papers was on the Revenue and Ex-

penditure of the Dutch Government in Ceylon, durivg the last years of
their Administration. The Rev. D. J. Gogerly’s papers on Buddhism
begin with the first number of the Journal, and are continued for the
nexb twenty years. ‘Tt iy impossible for us not to fee]l gratified, as

members of this Socisty, that we did not leave it to others o taks the

first steps in a study for which we, as redidents of Qeylon, are specially
.vesponsible.” Another Clergyman was the Rev. J. G. Maevié&r, whose

ona pubhahed paper was on the highly technieal eubject, “*The elements .

of the Voiee in reference fio the Roman and Smhalese Alphabets”. He

was of great help to the Soclety in other ways. He “was genuinely one

of our founders and earliesl benefactors; he read meveral able papers;

attended the eommiftee meetings with unfailing vegularity; and was’

the largest donor among those whose gifts of books formad the nuslens
of our Library."”’

The second numbér of the Journal contains the Rev. J. D, Palm’s

- invaluable accounta of the Bducational Establishments of the Duteh in
Coylon and the firat part of the Duteh Choreh in Ceylon, the seecond
part appearing in the nexh number. It is refreshing to note that s Cey-

lonesa contributes to the VerY firast oumber, - 8inion Cagie Chitty, des- . -
He appsars.regularly till number 8 oun

oribing some ancienb coing,
_ subjeets connected espeeially with the Tamils and the Moors, Jamas
Alwis and BE. F. Kelaart appear in No. 5, and they wers frequent contri-

butors, So also was L. De, Zoysa, Maba Mudaliyar. Lonizs Nell wrote -

““An Tatroductory Faper on the Investigation of Sinhalese Musie,” and
Dandris De Bilva Gunaratne on Démonsclogy and Witcheraftin Gaylon

_ The collaboration of Ceylonese workers in these regearches at 80
early a stage in the history of the Society is worth noting, and Dr, Cop-
leston accuxately described the character of the Socioby at its beginning:

‘1t had not vel oceurred to the promoters of our Society that if was

otihar than a Furopean one. The natives of the eountry, Tamil and

. Sinhalese, were treated as the objscts of inguniry, nob as being themselves
There was indead on the list & faw gentlemen of -

among the inquirers,
native race, notably Mr. Casia Chitty, but they were officers of Govern-
ment; about whom it might be taken for granted that they would look

at most - matters from the Furopean point of view. Members of the -
Soriety will no deubt with satisfaction consrast in this respecs the pre.

sent composition of the Society with its earlier limited characters.
Many of us are now of Sinhalege or Tamil vace, that it can be no longer
migtaken for a Socleby exclusively European. - This progress has gone
gill further, and we weloome among us ag fellow-students not n few
distingaished persong who eannot he enunted ag Christians.-

. Ingtead
of being a Socisty of Buropean*Christian visitors, mtarested &g visitors
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in an Island to whieh bhey dld not belong, we are now a Bcelety. of
studions people, separated By many distinctions of race and assoocia-
tion, bub all keenly interested in whatever belongs to Ceylon, whether

" bound bo it as the scane of our duhy or by the still stronger ties of
. fatherland "

My, H. C. P. Bell g notable term as Secrefary bega.n in the Highties,
and hig instroctive (often biting) comments on the papers read before
tha Hociety, corract;ng an error, or exposmg & baseless pretension, will
be raad with interest in the, Journa.ls which he edited. A name which
should not be forgotten is that of Mr. Gore, who, we believe, compiled

.an Index fo the Society's Journals., The printing, or re-printing with

additions, of this Indez might well be one of the tasks of the Centenary
aubhorities.

A centenary celabratlon is amply justified not only because Cente-
naries are worth celebrating, but also beeause the Ceylon Branch of the

- Royal Asiatic Society has done more useful work for Ceylon than is

generally known. The popular idea of a small number of savants, and

which has no bearing on the practical, burning questions of the day, is
a mistake. We should nob loge sight, at any rate, of the plonesr work
for which the Socisty ¢an claim eredit, Nearly a hundred numbers of
the Journal contain valeable researches into the history of the Island
during Sinhalaze, Portuguese, Dubeh, and British rule. The historian,
the goeial worker, the religicus student, the seientist—all find here a

store of information to guide them in the pursult of truth about Ueylon
mators.

‘The fesearches recordsd in the Jouma.ls are nob a.ll The Colombo .

Mugeum, built in the Sevenfies, has on its grounds a statue of Bir
William Gragory, to'whose encouragement and support its establish.
mant wag owing. ' Bub true ag it is that but for Sir William Gregory

"we might have long remained without the Museum, it i3 no less true

. that bat for whab ths Sosiety had done, 8ir William would never have
built it."”

The Saciety had from the first cellected specimens of Natural His-
tiory, of minerals, and coivs. It had an useful Library, and it bought
instrumenss for thesuse of va.rtous obsarvers, The want of suitable rooms
of ita own was severely falt. ‘' It was on the 29nd Novemher 1853, that
the first suggestion —as far ag I have been able o0 trace~—of a Museum
to be built with the aid of Government, was made, in a lekier from
Kadugannawa, by Mr. E. F. Kalagrs”

Thus it was by the Soeiely thab the begmmngs were made of a
special Library and of a Musenm. As reports of meteoralogieal ohserva-
tions were often supplied to the Soeiety, n suggestion was made that an
Observatory should ba erected in bhe Colombo Library. There iz now
a separate Obgervatory in Colombo, One other Department of public
usefulnéss remsing fo be nohoad In the first number of the Journa),

© Mr. John Oapper published ' Remarks on the Oollection of Statm'mca.l

Information in Cleylon’. The official collection of statistics bearing on

. erime and other matbters wag not then considered important, bub its
- value has been recognized since in the asfa,bllshmenl' of the Reglstuar.,

General’s Department,

5

‘obhers, mesting vow and then fo discuss soms topie of remofe interest -
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GENEALOGY OF THE FAMILY OF SELA
‘ OF CEYLON. .

(Compiled by Mr. D. V. Altendorf.)

I

. port ‘ i Hand, living in Ceylon
-Albertus Sela, born abt Hertogenbosch in Ho and, livi
1763-17§0, (D B.U. Journal, Vol I, page 159}, miarried in the Dutch

‘Reformed Chureh, Galle, 11th:December 1763, Catharina Samelia Van =~ -

- Peeone, and he had by her:—

1 Maria Sara, baptised 276h January 1765.
2 Johannes Eymert, whe follows under I11.
3 Johannes Petrus, baptised 218t December 1768.

II.

‘ i February 1766, married in
Johannes Bymert Sela, baptised 21sh nary 1 .
the Douch Reformed Chureh,  Gallé, 10sh November 179.3, H%rn‘all‘n&_
Elisabeth Tarling, baptisad 30th April 1773, danghter of Willem Terling

and Maria Fernando. He had by her:— o
1 Albsrtus Wilhelmus, who follows under TII,
IIT.

Y il i tember 1799, married
Albartus Wilhelmus Sela, baptised 28th ‘::Sap. er 1’ _
in the English Episcopal Chureh, Galle, by Governot s' licence "dated
11th May 1896, Lliza Elizabeth Bell, and he had by her:— L
1  Clars Hendrietta Rudolphing, died 18th June 1908, married in

1848 Tdwardus Wilhelmus Jansz, born 28:¢d Februnry 1824.,

son of Albert Jansz and Christina Wi}helmina Sechefler.
v

9 Andrew Henry, who fallows undﬁr I £ _

3 Maria Priscilla married in All Saints Ghl}rcb, Galle, 2(1)§h fé}gnﬁa
1840, Arthur Martinus Auwards, baptnseri. 17l.h. July e \
son (;f Johannes Cornelis Auwardt and Brsina Wilkelmina de
Silva (D.B.U. Journal, Vol. XXXII, page 73).

IV. "

Andrew Henry Sela, born 3lst December 1830; marvied in ‘th -

h Raformed Church, Galle:— ‘ _
Duke e(a) 6th January 1859, Emelia Froderica Jansz, born 17th
. Tebruary 1840, daughter of Wilhelmus Fredericus Jansz
’ and Johanona Catharina Coopman. :

(b) 3rd February 1864, Julia Maria Susanna Deutrom, born -

i i i aughter of George
80th April 1845, died 3rd April 19.25,‘ daug 3
Jac(;bug Deutrom and Hngelina Rineina Woubersz. (D.B.
'U. Journal, Vol. XXXI, page 64).
. Of the first marriage he had ;— . _
1 Eliza Catharice, born 4th October 1859, died 19th March 1943,

ied i ( April 1878,
ied in the Duteh Reformed Chureh, Galle, 25th '
Iél.:s;g?a Edward (Charles) Ernst, born 13th Juna 18561, son of

d
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Goorge Bdward Hrnst ahd Poatronella Gerardina. Vollenhoven
(D.B.U. Journal, Vol. XXIII. pages 92 and 93).
2 Emelia Bleanor, born 1st November 1860, married in the Duich
" Reformed Church, Galle:— ' . :

(a}  20th February 1879, Albert Godfrey Jaosz, born 1853,
son of Cyrus Heorious Jansz and Mevxciana Jobanna
Dorcthea Bpeldewinds, (D'B,T, Journal, Vol. XXXIIT,

- page 78), . . Co .

{b) 2nd June 1886, Charles Llewellyn Bogaars, born 91sk
March 1848, widower of Charlobte Emelia de Zilwa, and
son of Charles Benjamin Bogaars and Adriana Wilkel- |
mina Zybrandsz, . '

. Of the second marriage, he had : —

8 Alice Maud, born 10th January i865, marriod in the Dutch Re-
formed Church, Galle, 10th May 1882, Banjamin Alfred Raton,
born 116h August 1859, died 29th November 1908, son of .
W@l[ia‘m Bdward Baton and Anne Dorothy Henrietts Bogaars,

4 Albert Valentine, wha follows under V. :

5 Orispin Owen, who follows under VI.

6 KHulalie Mabel, born 27th July 1871, married in ‘the Duteh Re-
formed Church, Wolvendaal, 23rd Dacember 1895, Charles
Oswald Solomons, born 29th August 18685, died 15th December-
"1928, son of Philip John Solomonsz and Louisa Elizabeth Maek.

. ‘ - V. .
Albert Valentine Sela, born 31st Dacember 1866, disd 20th Noveim-
ber 1936, married in the Moethodist Churech, Maradana, 11th April, 1897,
Aileen Kathleen Looe, born 21t Sepbember, 1872, died 8th June 1927,

daughter of Arthur Duncan Grant Liocs, and Catherine Marin Blackets,
(D.B.U. Journal, Vol IX, page 89). He had by her:— =

1 Albert Frederick Grant, who follows under VII,

2 Hubert Arthur, horn 28th September 1899, died 8th October
1905. ' C

8 Bertram Dunocah de Witt, born 24th June, 1901.

4 Wilired Eric, born Tth September 1904, died 28th Septembar
-'1905.

5 John Valentine, born 2ud April 1906, died 7th Agril 1906,

.6 Gladys Aileen, born Tth October 1907, married in the Registrar-
General's Office, Qolombo, &th Novembar 1988, Shelton
Llswellyn Crozier, born 20th March 1911, son of Claude Eiler-
ton Urozier and Violet Rosamund da Aiylva,

7 Arthur Clifford, who follows under VIIT.
' ‘. VI. ‘
Crispin Owen Sela, Medica] Practitioner, born 12th Novembey

1868, died 1st October 1916, married in 8t. Mary's Cathedral, Galle,
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10th June 1896, Sarah Robertson daughtel of Richard Robeltson
and Caroline Murphy. He had by her:— -
1 Owen Stanley, who follows under IX.
Terence Claude, born 14th Avgust 1898.
Denzil Clarence; who follows under X,
Liena Gladys, born 6th Mareh 1901,
Herbert Roy, who follows under XI. :
Iris Doreen, born 31st July 1504, alea 9nd January 1505,

Theckla Beryl, born 16th April 1906 married in All Saints’
Church, Borella, 5th April 1927, Wilkelm Justin . Prins,
Assigtant Superinfendent of Police, born 20th September

~1 @2 Or = o b

- 1901, son of Fra.nc:s Alberfs Puns Proctor, and Soph:a. Rose .

Crozier. _
. . VIL o
Albert Frederick Grant Sela, born 26th June 1898, married :—

(a) In St. Paul’s Church, Milagriya, $th February 1923,“.

Inez Frugtniet, born 20th April 1898, died 25th Decem-
ber 1927, daughter of James Hercules Frugtniet and
Hester Florence Cockbaurn,

"(b) Inthe Registrar-General's Office, Colombo, 27th Sep-
. tember 1980, Dagmar Matilda Sela nee Augustine, born

10th March 1905, daughter of Percival Ackland Theo-
dore Augustine a.nd Charlotte Georgiana Neydorff,

OE the firat marriage, he had —

1 Alberta Idylline, born 28th Septemberigzs’.
! Of the second marriage, he had :—

Albert Fredenck Grant, born 10th July 1931.

Fay Yvonne, born 28rd May 1840.
Deorek Lorenz, born 22nd August 1941.
VIIL.

Arthur Ghi‘iord Sela, born 9th TPebruary 1909 married in St.
Paul’s Church, Kynsey Road, Colombo, 1 2th April 1934, Iris Dorothy
Austin, born 4th Aungust 1909, daughter of William Duc’lley Austin
and Mabel Anne Piters. He had by her :—

1 Domthy Yvonne, born 3rd July 1935,
i 2 Milroy Clifford, born 12th April 1937.
-8 Ghristena Trig, born 8th April 1989,
Ix.

Owan S’m.nley Sela, L8, {Ceylon), L.R.0.2. and 8. (Fdin.), Ly.>.
and 8. (Glas.), .7.M, and H. (Lond.), Civil Medical Department, Cap-
“tain in the Oivil Medical Corps, born 5th July 1897, married in

‘Tt oW WD

_Westmmaﬁer Cathedral, London, $nd January 1937, Blanche May .

Douglas Bryan, born 10th July 1931, died 20bh chsobel 1932
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Keléﬁ.rt, porn 276h April 1904, daunghter of Walter Thomas’ Kelanrh
and Lena Joseph. (I.B.U. Journal, Vol. XII, page 28). He had by her:

1 Owen Stanley, born 27th December 1937,
9 ]_?atirick Thomasg, born 10th Augusb 1939.
X
- Denzil Glarenue Sola, born 24th August 1890, marued in AI]

: Smnts Chureh, Borella, '20th Novemher 1923, - Dagmar Matllda,.‘

Augastine (v1de VII (b) supra}. He had by her :—
1 Gordon Victor, boru 8th November 1928,

Note (—Hormina Flisabeth Terling, widow of Johannes Eymmt
. Sela, reforred to under II, was one of several who received
assigtance from a remltt&nce sont in 1847 by the Govern-
ment of the Notherlands possession in the Fast Indies for
the relief of widows and ovrpbhans of the servants of the late
Dotech Government, whe wers not already in the receipt of
any pension from Government. (Government Notification
dated 17t July 1847)

XI. :
Herbert. Roy Sela, bokn 9th September 1902, married in 86, Joseph’s
Church, Anuradhapuars, 20th August 1932, Grace Margaret Alexavdra

Honter, born 9th Novembesr 1908, daughter of George Benson Honter,
Irrigation Officer, and Gracie Janel Pearl Jan, He had by her:—

1 Brian Ritizroy, horn 9th June 1935,
2 Hilary Myles, born 10th September 1937.

The Annual General Meetmg

. The 37th Aonual General Msetmg of ﬁhe Taion was hseld on Satur-
day the 24th of March, at the Union Hall. The President, Mr, B. K. de
Kratser accapied the Chair. The opportunity was taken to presant the
prizes. to khe gnccessful candidates in the Examinalion in Binbalese
held recently. The following were the prize-winners :—

Upper Grade:  Miss A. T. Poulier. _

Lower (rade : Migg M, da Jong and Master ¥, H, Collette.

The Minutes of the last Auriual General Meeting having been read
and sonfirmed, the President addressed ths members reviewing the acti-
vities of the Union during the past year, His remarks a,ppeared in the
post issve of the Jotrnal,

The President then proposed the adopiion of fhe Raporh and Ac-
caunts,” This was duly seconded, and after some remarks by members,
the Report and Aoccounts wera passed with some verbal alterations,

Me. O. A, Speldewinde proposed the resommendation of the General
Committes that & sum of Re. 1,000/- be tga‘nsferred o the Hducalion
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Hund. The mover explained that tha object of the proposal was bo ereate
an Bndowmant Fund., Tha mofion was secondad and duly pasged, Ak
this stage the President vacated the Chair, and Mr. B. L. Brobier was
alectied Chairman pro fam. : ;

Moving a vote of thanks to the retiring office bearers and the
Ganeral Comimitbea, Mr. Brohier remarked that he would rather have
" not gelected any one of thom for parbicular mention, but added that ha
folt he would be unfair to himself, and to the members present, if he did
not commsand the very great deal of work put in by the retiring Secre-
tary, Mr. Lioos. During the two years Mr. Loos had held office, the work
of the Secrafary had gone up by leape and bounds. He had neverthelass,
, unogtentatiously and efficiently borne the heaf and burden of it all, and
had indesd earned his place on the roll of Sacretaries who had given of
their best o the interests of the Union. The vobe was passed with
. acelamation, ‘

Prooeading to the next item on the Agenda, bthe election of a Presi-
dent for 1945, Mr. Byohier said that the meetin wounld agree swith bim
that they were in one of the greatest momants in the hiatory of the Union
and the Commmunity. In this day which perbaps, might be deseribed as
an era of idealogies, everybody gsesmed to be going about with a blue-

print in his pocket with conflicting schemes for the post-war period

“which were going to make this bad world a brighter place, a better place,
an Kl Dorado, for tha generations to follow! In such critieal cireum-
gtancas, the Chairman said, he felt the mambers would agree thal we ve-
guired a President who would serve the Union by promoting its recog-
niged objeets and idsals, and not embarrass i5. The Union had in Mr. De
Kretger a tried and trusted President. Recalling the homely saying:
“ If you get hold of a good thing, keep it,"”" Mr. Brehiar formally pro-

poead the re-election of Mr. de Kretser ag President for the ensuing year.,

" The motion was unanimously earried wikh acelamation.

. Resuming the Chair, Mr. de Kretser thanked the mestiog for this
proof of renewed confidence, and stated thak his efforts to seeure the
Uaion's welfare would continue unabated. '

Mr, D. V. Altendorff proposed the nama of Mr. Johann Lieembrug’

gen for slection to the office of Seeretary. The proposal was duly

gaconded and earcvied nnanimoeusgly. Remarking that ** Good wine nseds
no Bugh,” Dr. V, R. Schokman proposed the re-election of Mr. A, Li. B.
Fardinand as Treasurer and Bar Seeratary.  This was seconded by Mr.
J. R. Toussaint and carried with acelamation, _ :

The following Committee was appointed 1w

Colombo Members :

Messrs. D V Altendorff and I, E Blaze, Dr. ] R Blaze, Mr. R L. Brohier, Dr,
¥ E R Bartholomeusz, Messrs. C L Beling and C P Brohier, Dr. HS Christoifelsz

Mz. A E Christoffelsz, Dr. H A Dirckze, Messrs. A E Dirckze, H Vanden Driesen, ‘

H E 5 de Xretser, W E V De Rooy, Gerald Ebell, ¢ E Foenander and G H
Gratiaen, Hon. Mr. A E Keuneman, Messrs. FE Loos, F R Loos, and J A Mar-

tensz, Dr. V R Sehokman, Messrs. C C Schokman and C A Speldewinde, Dr. R - -

L Spittel, Massrs, E D Toussaint, E A Vander Straaten, | R Toussaint H | L
Thomasz, and Pr, Sam de Vos.

- ings and 8 Speocial Committee Maebings
- an average attendance of 22,

L buron BURGHER UNTON - 9%
Outstation Members:— . ;

. Dr, V H I, Anthonisz, Dr. B L Christofiolsz, Messrs, Wace de Niess, T
Ernst, and F W E de Vos, Col. & G B Jonklaas, Messrs, & Gc-?onekla;;?e'o' Il:ag}i
Kretser, (Sor.), O L de Kretser (Jor.), G P Keuneman and H R Kriekenbeek
Dr.HU Leeml?ruggen,'Dr. H Ludovici, Mr. V CModder and Dy, N Kelaart. ;
A collection was made ab the end of the meeting in aid of the Soeial

Servica Fund of tha Union. The oub-going General Committes werse
At Home after the meeting, - S : .

'THIRTY-SEVENTH ANNUAL' REPORT.
. Your Committes have wuch pleasure i bmiti ing’
Report fox the yeur 1944 1= P ra in gubmitbing $he follov§1ng
Membership.~-The nurmber of members on the Rell at the end of

the year under review was BH78 as compared with 597 at the end of the

‘previous vear. The decrease in’ Membership has been mainly due to 48
. members leaving the Tsland. ' : . ‘ ‘

As at 1st Januéry J1944

. Add new members joingd in 1944 ) 48 R
» . old members re-joined 1 49
" Less vesigned . 4 548
' +» Died i C e g
» Bbruck off under Rule 6 {¢) q
. Members who have 1sft the ‘ . ‘
~ Island 48 68
| : _ o 578
Colombo Members = .- 1942 1943 1944
Paying Rs. 2.50 63 74 —
L 150 . — 281
A 1-;)8 . 128 216 43
0 50 cents ., 136 128
Qutstation Members : o -55
Paying Rs. 1-00 58 . T4 94,
" 6O cents ... - 76 I £ 9%
Out of the Island ... 13 a7 13
' 474 597 578

_ Out of the 281, Rs. 1-50 Colombo Members, 69, pay Re. 1-00 extra
o eredit facilities, ‘ : S

- General Commitiee. and OFfice-Bearers.—12. Commities Maots
were held during the year with

Standing Committee for Ethical and Literary Purposes.— The
gystem of monthly _Ieahure‘a and discussions wag confinued throughout
the. yenr on s variaty of subjects. The Lectures of Capt, W. B, Batu
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on ‘‘Truants from Medieine” and ' Musie and Medicine ", Mr. K. 8.
Arulnandhy on .~ Know Thyself’’, Dr. R. L. Spittel on ' The Art of
Public Spsaking 7 and Mr. L, Arndt on  Tropieal Holland ™ were ex-
coedingly infierasting and drew large audiences. o

The Journal. —continues t6 ocenpy an important place in the hfe
of the Union. During the year under review many articles of interest
ta the Communrity were published while a steady stream of Genealogies

wag maintained by Me, D V Altendorff. The number of subscribers

waa 89 as against 67 in the previous year. The grealer support is wel-
come but it is feib that there is room :for econsiderable improvement.
The thanks of $he Ucion are duse o Mr. J. BR. Toussaint, the Rditor, and
to all members who contributed articles during the year.

_ The Bulletin.—continues to be edifed by Mr. R, L. Brohier with

groat acoeptance. Owing to paper conirol and diffievities in obtaining
sbationery for sending out special notices, the Bulletin is nearly always
the only medium of informing members and committea members of the
activities of the Unjon, Members are therefore kindly: requested to
make parblcular note of all announéements in the Bullesin.

'Reference Library.—15 valuable books have been added to the
collension during the year, but little use seems o be made of the Library
by members. 'The receipt of a large number of Duteh Books from Mrs.
‘Anthonisz wasg referred to last year; this very acceptable gift hag led to
the orgaulsa.tlon of a separate Diending Library which itis hoped to
develop in the near future.

Standing Committee for Purposes of Social Service.—-Thia
Commirtee met 12 times during the year with an average attendance of
8. The total recoipts for the year amounted to Ra. 1,455.44 which in-
cludes the proceeds frem the sale of vefreshments, from 3 ooncerts.
Regular assistance was given to 37 persons and the tobal disbursements
amounted to Re, 8,014.00. A sum of Rs. 2,078.90 was carried over {rom
the previcus year and the balance at the end of Decamber 1944 was
Ry, 638.28.

 Standing Committee for 'Pui*poses of Genealogical Research,— -

The number of meetings held during the year was 10; the average
attendance of membaers being 7. There was an appreciable fall in the
.mamber of applications for membership as compared with the previous

voar, this being due to a certain extent to fewer applications from pers

gong tempararily resident in the Island. The total number of applica-
tions dealt with was 54 of which only 7 were from temporary residents
a8 agmnst 85 in the previous year.

Standing Commitice for Purposes of Social Recreatlon, Enter-
{ainment and Sports —Membeors were well catered for as regards
ensertalnment * Members Days’ prove very popular and in addition to
the usual dances and ' Guest Nights’ a very successful and well attend.

. el dance was held on the eve of Her Majesty Queen Withelmina's
Birthday. Founder's Day was aelebrated for the second time and the
Choral Group gave two very interesting entertainmenis.
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- Standing Committee for Increase of Membership.-—This Com-
mittes mat twice during the year under review. It directed its atten-
tion chiefly to the building up of the list of potential members of the
Union the preparation of whieh was undertaken during the year 1948-
1944, The Committes also c¢laims to have had some share in the
introduction of the new members mentioned in the comparablva state-

- ment appearing earlier in this Report.

. Standing Commitiee for Historical Manuscnpts and ‘Meonu-
ments.—This Committes meb twice during the year. As usnal, much
work within the scope of its activities was-done by iedividual members

" of the Committes. An appeal to all members of the Union for their help
“towards compll:ng a list of landmerks which were the accomplishments

of the Dutch in thair hundred and fifty vears of occupation, has not met

with the success that might be wished. - The nead for full and accurate -

information iz urgent sinee the gradual obliteration of many of these
monumants ig giving place to curious legends associated with them.

Standing Committee for Purposes of Education.—This Com-

" mittee meet ten times during the year with an average attendansce of 8.

A statement of receipts and payments for the year is published with the :

- neeounts, Thoere was a decrease of Ra. 216/ in the amount of subserip-

tions and donations recoived from members as compared with the pre-
vious year. Buf the fund was augmented by a grant received {rom the
General Commibtes. 47 members subseribed to the fund during the
year. An appeal is madse for more suuscubers and bigger subseriptions
in 1948,

Four students who ware pmceedmg with their studies heyond the
Senior were helped during the year and the school fees either in whole
ot in part of 16 children were paid. These cases were reviewsd at
the end of the year and i$ was decided to stop the grants in 3 cases. In
ona cage the circumstances of the parent had improved, while in the
other 9 cases the progress of hhe students was nob coumdered satig-

- factory.

Two studests wera hal‘ped during the year fr’om the Speldewinde
Trust Fuad which is now administered by this Committee and can be
uged for dducating the children of poor widows of the Oommunlt.y - The

. position of thiz Pund is as follows 1

Balance at 1.144 .. Rs. 9,580-30
Less payments :— '
o Carey Baptist College Rs. 84-05 :
The Polytechnic » 88-50 123-45
' ‘R, 2,465-85

Add Bavings Bank Interest ’ " 78-45
' Rs. 2,542-30

{To be continmed in newt i35ue)



" in those far-off days when his
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CHRISTIAAN HUYGENS.

. ~ By B. R BLAZE. .
{Tm the old Dutch town of Galle, arrangements are being made to comme-~
morate the 250th anniversary of the death of the world-fameus Christiaan
Huygens. The *‘Star-Conners Circle,” a youthful society of amateur astronomers
who last year celebrated the Tercentenary of Galileo, will this year pay tribute
to the mémory of the man who developed and improved upon Galileo’s telescope;
and the members of the Galle Burgher Association are preparing to remember
suitably the great Netherlander who was bringifg new honour to bis country

fellow-countrymen ware first settling in Ceylon.) .

In these dark days when the people of the Netherlands are
obliged to-linger still in the Valley ef the Shadow, it is not easy for
them to remember and do honour te‘the peace-time herces of long,
long ago. Bub so great a benefactor to the human race as Christiaan
Huygens, who died on the 8th of June, 1695, must not be allowed to
be forgotten on theé occasion of the two hundred and fiftieth anni-
vaersary of his death. _ : -

The great Duteh sclentish, inventar, mathematician, physicist

. and astronomer was born at the Hague on 14th April, 1629, He be-

longed to a distinguished and infellectual family. His father was
§ir Constantijn Huygens, and his elder brother was the famous poet
of the same name. He was educated at Leyden University and for

a time at the Law College of Breda, for a legal career had been

" planned for him. Bub at ‘an early age his mathematical genivs re-
vealed itself, and attracted the notice of the great Degcartes. e
was only 22 years old when he publisked his first scientific treatise,
and from this time forward he devoted himself almost exclusively to
scientific pursuibs. : .

Ho earned his living as an instrument-maler, and it was in the

course of his buginess that he and his brother together hit upon a

new method of grinding and polishing lenses. This discovery enabl--

ed him to realise an ambition which was shared by all the astrono-
mers of hig day—the improvement of the telescope. In congequence,
énormous strides were made almost immediately in the extension of
astronomical knowledge. Huygens was the first to observe effective-

ly.the nebula of Orion, and it was he who delineated that constella- -

tion’s bright region, now kpown by his name. Galileo had been

sorely perplexed by the incomprehensible appearances and disappea-’

rances of what he thought were two satellites of Saturn, and had
confessed himself “greatly confounded’” by what he described as the
waakness of his understanding.. With the aid of his improved teles-
. cope Huygens not only explained the “rings” of - Baturn, but also
detected & new sabellite. - '
Tt wag in 1656, the vear that Hulft captured Colombo for the
Dutceh,; that Huygens made his observations of Orion, and in the
same year he achieved what is to us his most familiar invention,-—

the penduium clock. He needed for his astronomical studies & more

exact measure of time than was then known, and it was his experi-
ence of this need that led him to the application of the pendulum to
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regulate chronometrical mechanisms, On 16th June 1657 he pre-
mented the fivst pendulam-clock in history to the States-General of

-, Holland. ' '

) He was honoured by all the learned societies of Burope., The
British- made him a Fellow of the Royal Society. The Grand
Monarch of Prance offered him permanent residence in the Biblio~
theque du Roi, and there he lived for fifteen years.. But having
a’.“phlgved world fame he was not content to rest on his Iaurels. e
conbtinued his research work almost to the end of his life, and

pmany are the advances in human knowledge for which the credit

“is his.  One of the most momentous of these was his theory' of light-
waves, B ' . ‘

. Huygens was oo interested in his life's hobby to think of mar-
riage. IHe remained a bachelor to the last.
noble, upright, and a little austere. Though not arrogant or concei-

“tied, he was conscious of his intellectual superiority, and was hence
slow t.o accept the theories of others. He was not a popular man,
bu_t }us eminence was unguestioneéd, and his numerous scientific

‘publications won him the esteem of the world of scholarship. 'His
gre:a.test work was his Horeldgium Oscillatorium, published in 1673,
w‘i}lch contained a number of -valuable and original additions to the
.sglentiﬁc lore of mankind. Hvery one of his discoverieg and inven-
tions has contributed to. the sum total of human happiness
and .the name of Christiaan Huygens is one that will ever hej

_ cherished with alfection and gratitude by all who value progress and .
peace. . : o i

Notes of Events.

Summary of Proceedings of the General Committes, -

) 19th Deca?nbeaf, 1944 :—(1) A vote of condolence was paéséd o.n:'_.
the death of Mr. O. 8truys, (2) Resolved to transfer a sum of Rs.
. 1,000 to the Reserve Fund, (8) It was decided, at the request of the

President, 8. Nicolaas” Fund, to hold in trust the ‘to the eredit’
o e o Nicols - st t‘ e money to the credit
. IOHP :Ta,mmry 19_45 r—Mr. G. A, Wille was present by invitation.
Tﬁ:l‘e_ position to be taken up by the Union on the question of the
1'é‘tor.m of the constitution was discussed and a sub-Committee was
eppointed to draft the memorandum to be presented to the Soulbury -
. Commission. , . - ' :
. 16th January, 1945 : —(1) A vole of condolence was passed on
‘the death of Mr. Egerton de Kretser, {2) The questioh of the pro-
priety of the Union taking part in the political movement was dis-
cussed, and the action of the Union in 1819, when a similar situation
arose, was quoted as a precedent. After discussion it was decided
that (a) the position of CGovernment Servanls was in no way endan-

' gere@ Ly the course proposed; {b' that the Trusts Ordinance had no
bearing on the case, as alleged by some members; and (3) that a

In character he was-



" of a selection of Duteh books by Mre. . W. T. Morgan. (2) Mr. Fred-
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general meeting should not be summoned as the memorandum had
already been forwarded te the Commisgsion. It was further decided
“that Mr. G. A. Wille should lead the deputation, the other members
to consist of Mr. H. K. de Kretser, Dr. V. B. Schokman, Mr. J. A.
Martensz (Mr. J R Toussaint, if Mr. Martensz declines), Mr. G H Gra--
tiaen and Mr. Douglas Toussaint., (4) It was reported that a grant
of Rs. 600 had been received from the Public Assistance Committde |
(5) The following were elected ag members: —Mr. H. W. Hatch, 1\% "
8. W. Felsinger (both re-admitted), Mrs. C. M. Anthonisz, and Mr.' y
8. vanRooyen. * LR

206h February 1945 :—(1) Votes of condoh,nec were passed 0B

the deaths of Mrs, G. P. Keuneman and -My. E.J. Buultjens. (2)

Votes of congratulation were passéd on the honours conferred on

Lt. Col. V. H. Tn. Anthoniaz and Mr. Q. B. Joseph. (8) The President

congratulated Mr. & Mrs. A. Ti. B, Ferdinand on their attaining the

25th anniversary of their marriage. (4) The following were admit--

ted as members: — Mrs, A, J. Moreno and Mr, B, W. T, Morgan.

28th February, 1945 :--The draft Annml R.eport and Aceounbs

- were adopted.

. 20th March, 1945:—(1) Votes of condolence were passed on the
deaths of Mr. H. B, I.. vanLangenberg and Mr: P. 0. W, Leembruggen.
- (2) Besolved to transfér a sum of Rs. 1,000 to Reserve Account (3)
“Mr. C. C. A, Jansz was elected a member.

17th dprit, 1945 :—(1) A vote of condolence was passed on the
death of President Roosevelt. (2) Mr. B. BR. Blaze was elected a
member of the Committee in place of Mr. V. C. Modder who was
anable to serve. (8} Appointments were made to the various Stan-
ding Committees, it being decided that no member should be e]lgl-
ble to serve on more than two such Committees.

15th May, 1945 :—(1} The Secretary reported the presentation

Tioos was elected Secretary and Convener of the Genealogical Uom-
mittes. {8) Approved ‘recommendation that a saum of Rs. 1,500
“smndmg to the credit of the Bducation Endowment Fund be lnvest
ed in the 8%% National Loan. - (4) The following were elected mem-
bers of a Buildings sub- Oommmtee to consider what extensions and
improvements were desirable and to make their recommendatigns,
" to the General Committes --Mr. H K de Kretser {Plemdenb) ir.*
E A vanderStraaten, Dr, R L 8pittel, and Dr. Sam de Vos. (5) E[_‘he £
tollowing  new members were elected:—Mrs. A Ii B Ferdinand,
Measrs. B R Anthonisz, J A.-Anthonisz; ¥ C Anthonisz, V B An‘bho» :
_nisz, G G vandenDriesen, . P. ¢ Foenander, L H Feldmands, B S
E O Joseph and L A G Keuneman. .

Pnnted for Frewin & Co., by ] W Eagar, at 4o, Baillie Street, For"kg Colombo,
and Publiched bv The Dutc.h Burger Unioh of Ceylon, @



