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A REVIEW OF THE EARLY HISTORY 
OF THE UNION.* 

By W. E. V. D B EOOY. 

I n t rac ing t h e h i s t o ry of t he move mo tit which cu lmina t ed in 
t h e format ion of t h e D u t c h B u r g h e r Union of Ceylon, it is neces­
sa ry to go back forty-five yea r s , when, in t h e year 1899, c e r t a i n 
m e m b e r s of t h e D u t c h B u r g h e r C o m m u n i t y , u n d e r t h e l e ade r sh ip 
of Mr. R. G. An thon i sz , formed an assoc ia t ion which was called 
" H et I I o 11a n d sch G ezel s eh ap van Ceylon"-— Th o D u t ch Fe 11 o w ah i p 
of Cayloa. The m e m b e r s of t h a t associa t ion in t e res t ed themse lves 
chiefly in l i t e r a ry ma t t e r s , connec ted w i t h t h e s tudy of t h e Dutch. 
l anguage and t h e ear ly h i s t o ry of t h e D u t c h in Ceylon. I t did no t 
su rv ive very long for va r ious reasons , b u t i t gave b i r t h to t h e idea 
t h a t some a c t i o n was necessary t o u n i t e , for purposes of social ser­
vice and m u t u a l help, t h e d e s c e n d a n t s of t h e or iginal Du tch s e t t l e r s 
in Oeylon who decided t o r emain in t h e I s l and a t t h e t ime of i t s 
cap i tu l a t ion to t h e Br i t i sh in 1796. I t was felt t h a t unless some 
such ac t ion was t a k e n , t h e C o m m u n i t y would gradual ly be sub­
merged a n d would cease t o exis t in t h i s Is land as a s e p a r a t e en t i t y . 
The man , above all o t h e r s , who carried on t h e c rusade for saving 
h i s C o m m u n i t y from ex t i nc t i on , was Mr, R. G. An thorn RK, who 
never ceased t o urge t h e necess i ty for t h e fo rmat ion of a Union of 
all t h e m e m b e r s of his C o mmun i ty . The re were some wha i ;hought 
t h a t i t was too l a t e t o do a n y t h i n g . Mr. An thon i sz fiercely repu­
d ia ted such a defea t i s t a t t i t u d e , while agree ing t h a t i t would have 
been infinitely b e t t e r if a Union such as he advoca ted had. been 
formed fifty yea r s ear l ie r . 

One of h i s c o n t e m p o r a r i e s in p a r t i c u l a r who suppor ted h im 
whole-hear ted ly was t h e l a t e Dr. W. G. Van P o r t . I t WHS Dr. Van 
Dovt 's idea t h a t t he C o m m u n i t y could be uni ted unde r t h e h; inncr 
of social service and. m u t u a l help, and his lec ture on social service 
del ivered on the 22nd of F e b r u a r y 1908 was a clarion call to t he 
C o m m u n i t y . Fo r several yea r s t h i s quest ion was t h e subject of dis­
cussion in t h e homes of m e m b e r s of t he C o m m u n i t y , and 
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Mr. Anthonisz carried on. (juito a large correspondence on the subject 
with many of bis friends, some of whom bad doubts whether ai,y 
good would result, not because they thought tha t it would not be a 
great thing to form a Union, but because they feared repercussions, 
both political and social. Perhaps they feared that the organiza­
tion might die through inanition and lack of woikeis. Most of the 
doubtful ones later became staunch members of the Union, when 
they realized what the true purpose and objects of the Union were. 
I t would be invidious to mention the names of some of the leading 
members of the Community who enthusiastically supported Mr. 
Anthonisz in the formation of t,he Union, because in course of time 
it became clear that a large body of members of the Community 
(who were subsequently registered as original members) were in 
favour of the movement, and every such member made bis or her 
contribution to the formation of the Union, 

It was not till the year 1907 that Mr. R. G. Anthonisz's efforts 
bore fruit. On the,12th of November of that year a meeting of mem­
bers of the.. Community was summoned at the Lindsay Memorial 
Hall to consider whether a Union of members of the Dutch Burgher 
Community in Ceylon should be formed for the purpose of promoting 
their moral, social, and intellectual welfare. There was a large 
gathering present and Mr. Hector vanCuylenberg presided. Dr. W. 
G. VanDort, who intended to be present, was unavoidably prevent­
ed from doing so as he was called out of Colombo to attend to 
his professional duties, but he sent a letter expressing regret for 
his forced absence, and bis full and warm sympathy with the 
movement. 

Mr. R. G. Anthonisz addressed the meeting, and in the course of 
his address said that it was hoped that the Union would constantly 
remind the Community of their origin, and make them live up to 
the traditions of their ancestors ; that it was calculated to inspire 
courage and confidence in themselves, loyalty towards their rulers, 
and feelings of friendship and fellowship towards their fellow 
countrymen.- Mr. Anthonisz pointed out that if the Union v, ere 
properly supported, the means could he found for encouraging talent 
and industry by enabling promising youth, whose advancement was 
often retarded by the want of means, to pursue their studies and to 
achieve success in life. How far these objects have been achieved 
is discussed later in this review. 

The address was followed by the following resolution proposed 
by Mr. Horace de Krotser and carried unanimously :— 

"That this Meeting is of opinion tha t a Union of the Dutch 
Burghers of Ceylon, with the object of promoting the moral, social 
and intellectual welfare of the Community, was very desirable ". 

Mr. B. J. Christoltelsz then proposed :—" That the following 
gentlemen with power to add to their number may be appointed a 
Committee to frame rules, enrol members and carry out the pre­
liminary arrangements for the formation of such a Union " :—-Drs. 
L. A. Prins and Andreas Nell, Messrs. F. J. T, Foenander, Edmund 
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A. VanderStraaten, G. E. Leembruggen, B. G. Anthonisz, Charles 
Speldewinde, Horace de Kretser, h\ H. de Vos, K. A. Brohier (Jr.), 
Allan Drieberg, P. H. Ebell, Edgar Schokman, W. B. Toussaint, 
Collin Kriekenbeek, H. P. Beling, Lloyd Siebel, W. S. Christofielsz, 
Sum de Heer, C. Albrecht and W. E. V. de Booy. This resolution 
also was carried unanimously. 

This Committee met four days later on the 16th November, 
1907, and added certain other names to the Committee, and enrolled 
as original members all those who attended the meeting on the 12th 
November, 1907, and others whom,in the opinion of the Committee, 
it was desirable to enrol. According to the Register of Members 
the number so enrolled was 2S~7. Of those 237 members only 30 are 
now living. They are Dr. Alice de Boer, Miss Aline VanDort and 
Dr. L. A. Prins who are in England, and Mr. Dentil Koch who is in 
Australia, and Messrs. V. Arndt, A. 0. Beling, L. E. Blaze, Mrs. R. A. 
Brohier (Jr.), Dr. H. S. Christofielsz, Messrs. T. W. Collette, H. 
vandenDriesen. B W. Foenander, Julian Fryer, G. E. W. Jansz, E. 
G. Jonklaas, A. E. Keuneman, G. P.Keuneman, Kenneth de Kretser, 
G. H. P. Leembruggen, Dr. H U, fjeembruggen, Mrs. L. M. Maartensz, 
Dr. Andreas Nell, Messrs. W. de Niese, S. B. de Booy, W. E. V de 
Rooy, Edgar VanderStraaten, J. R. Toussaint, L» G. Vollenhoven, 
J. J. Weinman and Dr. L. O. Weinman, who are in Ceylon. 

■On 18th January 1908 the First General (Inaugural) Meeting of 
the Dutch Burgher Union of Ceylon was bald at the Petfcab Library 
Hall to confirm tihe proceedings of the preliminary meeting held on 12th 
November, 1907, and to consider and adopt the draft constitution and bo 
appoint office bearers and the committee for the ensuing year. 

Dr. W. G. VanDort who presided at this meeting made the follow­
ing opening remarks:—"It has been suggested that our Union is in­
tended to be a aorb of cloak for the discussion of seditious or even honest 
political objects. Our objects are far more enlightened and sensible. 
Our programme sets forth clearly—as clearly as the English language 
will allow—the various objects we have in view and which we hope to 
realize by the co-operation of the members, and chiefly by the union of 

..■moral, forces in the service of the poorer classes who are struggling here 
in distress and under adverse social pressure. While it is well to realize 
that our undertaking is a great and noble one, it is well also to realize 
tba<b ib is only in the distant future that we can hope to see our objects 
accomplished to any extent. 

"All we can do at present is to form a clear idea of the magnitude 
of the bask before us and, having analytically examined it, to find r,he 
ways and means of grappling with it. But if that be the first step, lat 
us also clearly understand that it depends upon each individual member 
whether the Union bts a success or nob. It is by each member doing his 
or her share of work heartily and with a will and in mutual concert, 
that we can hope for success in the realization of the objects of the 
Union". 

At this Meeting the constitution drafted by the Committee appoint­
ed on 12tih November 1907 was unanimously adopted. Mr. F. C. Loos 
was elected President, Mr. R, G. Anthonisz, Honorary Secretary, and 
Mr. Sam de Heer, Honorary Treasurer, 
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The following Committee was also elected :—Messrs. C. Albrecht, 
0 . H. B. Albendorff, Arthur Alvis, A. W. Anthonisz, F . R. Bartbolo-
meusz, H. P. Beling, Dr. Alice de Boer, Messrs. R. A. Brobier (Jr.?, 
J . B . Ohrisfcdffelaz,. W. S. Cbristoffelsz, Hector .VanCuylenbeiT, Miss 
Aline VanDort , Mr, E v a n Van DorS, Dr. W. G. Van Dar t , Messrs . 
Allan Drieberg, P . H. Ebel), Rev. G. Roosmalecocq Francke, Messis. 
{3d win Joseph, G. B. R e u n e m a n , F . H. B. Koch, Sam Koch, J. Koerta, 
E . de Kretser, H. B, de Krefcser, Colin Kriekenbeek, G. E. Leembruggan, 
R. H. Leernbruggen, L. M. Maartensz, 0 . L, Meurling, Frank Modder, 
Dr. A. Nell, Mr. George Prins , Dr. L. A. Prin8, Messrs. W. E. V. de 
Rooy, E . H. Scshokman, P . D. Siebel, Charles Speldewinde, A. E. 
VanderStraaten, Edmund A. VanderStraaten, Lionel vanderStraaten, 
J . B. Toussaint , W. B. Toussaint, F . H. de Vos, J . P. de Vos, and B. H. 
Vanderwall. Of this Oommibtee the only pereons who remain on our 
membership roll are Dr. L . A.-Prins, and Dr. Alice de Boer, and Mies 
Aline Vandort, who are in England, and Messrs. Edwin Joseph, Dr. A. 
Nell, and Messrs. J, E . Toussaint and W. EJ. V. de Rooy who are in 
Geylon. 

BUILDING' SCHEME 
The first Home of the Union was a very small house situated in 

Bambalapi t iya, which was rented for Rs. 30/- a month for use as an 
offiue and Committee Room. The Committee felt tha t in order to ensure 
the permanancy and stabil i ty of the Union, it was desirable tha t . the 
Union should acquire a piece of land and erect a suitable building to be 
used not only as an office and Committee Room bud also as a meeting 
place for all its membars. On the 1st of February, 1908, a small com­
mittee wa3 appointed to report on t he proposed scheme. 

On 13fch February 1908 a circular was sent to all members enquir­
ing (1) whether they were prepared to subscribe Re. 1/- a month for the 
hire of a suitable house; (2) whether they would subscribe to a Building 
Fund for the purchase of land and the erection of a building for the 
Union at a cost of approximately Rs. 25,000/-, the money being secured 
to the subscribers by the issue of 500 Debentures of Rs, 50/- each. 

The sub-committee reported on 7th March, 1908, tha t 77 members 
had agreed to pay the additional Re. 1/- a month for the hire of a suit­
able house, and that 83 shares of the value of Bs. 4400/- had been taken 
up in the proposed scheme for buying a piece of land and erecting a 
building for the Union, In the meantime Dr. Andreas Nell very kindly 
offered to sab-let two rooms in his bungalow called " Sea View " in 
Kollupitiya for use as an office and Committee Room, and to give the 
Union the free use of his bungalow and grounds for occasional func­
tions. This offer was gladly accepted and the Union went into occupa­
tion oE the two rooms in " Sea View ' on the le t of June 1908 ; and the 
first garden party and children's fete was held by the Union at " S e a 
View ". 

On 5th September 1908 the Sub Committee reported tha t 180 
shares of the value of Rs. 9000/- had been taken up in the proposed 
building scheme, and the General Committee decided to proceed with 
that scheme and appointed a Building Sub-Committee consisting of 
Messrs. F. G. Loos, Ar thur Alvis, J . E . Christoffelsz, L. Maartensz and 
\V. E . V. de Rooy to call in the monies subscribed, 
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On 8th of October 1908 a circular was sent to all the members of 
nhe Union informing them that the object of the building scheme was 
to give strength and stabili ty to the Dutch Burgher Union of Ceylon and 
to ensure its permananoy, and, tha t it was proposed to secure the money 
subscribed by the members by t h e formation of a Company and the 
issue of shares to the subscribers. They were also informed t h a t i t was 
contemplated that every year the Union should redeem by lot tery as 
many shares taken by its members as the funds of the Union would 
enable it to buy—a policy which, if carried out with care, would make 
the Union in course of time the sole owner of the property. 

On 2nd April, 1910, t he General C o m m i t t e e was informed t h a t 
t he Bui ld ing C o m m i t t e e h a d pu rchased from Mr. P. D. Siebel 
2 | roods of land in Alfred P l ace for Rs . 6500/- of which R s . 4000/-
was paid to Mr. Siebel ou t of funds collected for t h e bui ld ing scheme 
and the ba lance secured by a mor tgage . The ac t ion t aken by the 
Building C o m m i t t e e was approved, and the Bui ld ing C o m m i t t e e was 
empowered to t ake t h e necessary s t eps for t he e rec t ion of a building 
for t he D u t c h B u r g h e r Union of Ceylon on t h a t s i t e . 

At t h i s s t age Mr, A r t h u r Alvis, t h e T r e a s u r e r of t h e Bui ld ing 
F u n d , r epor t ed t h a t t h e to t a l sum paid to him by the subsc r ibe r s 
( inc luding Bank i n t e r e s t ) a m o u n t e d t o Rs . 6715.23, t h a t he h a d paid 
Mr. P . D. Siebel Rs. 4500/-, leaving a ba lance in his h a n d s .of 
Rs. 2215.23, out of which a fu r the r sum of Rs . 2000/- w a s due t o 
Mr. P. D . Siebel, and t h a t t h e unpaid subsc r ip t ions to t he Bui ld ing 
F u n d did not a m o u n t to more t h a n R s . 6000/-. 

The Building C o m m i t t e e was faced wi th t h e problem of w h e t h e r 
t h e y should repor t to t h e General C o m m i t t e e t h a t i t iwould be pos­
sible to pu t up only a cheap hal l a t a cost of approximate ly Bs.6000/-
wi th t h e subsc r ip t ions promised to t he Bui ld ing Fund , or w h e t h e r 
t hey shou ld make a f u r t h e r endeavour t o r a i se more funds t o enable. 
t h e m to ca r ry out t h e la rger scheme c o n t e m p l a t e d . F o r t u n a t e l y 
for the Union, t h e second of t he se a l t e r n a t i v e s was decided upon, 
and by December , 1910, a fu r the r sum of Rs. 9000/- was subscr ibed 
to t h e Building F u n d , and on t h e 3rd of December , 1910, t h e Build­
ing C o m m i t t e e repor ted to t h e Genera l C o m m i t t e e t h a t t hey were 
in a posi t ion to proceed wi th the erec t ion of a su i tab le bui ld ing for 
t h e Union . I n t h a t r e p o r t it was again s t a t e d t h a t t he scheme con­
t e m p l a t e d t he r edempt ion gradual ly by t h e D u t c h B u r g h e r Union 
and by t h e D u t c h B u r g h e r Union Club {which t h e subsc r ibe r s to 
t h e Bui ld ing F u n d were anxious t o form1 , of t h e s h a r e s in. t h e pro­
posed Company issued t o t he subscr ibers , t h u s ensur ing the per­
m a n a n c y of both t he se i n s t i t u t i ons . 

On 14th J a n u a r y 1911 t h e repor t of t h e Building Commi t t ee 
was adop t ed by t h e Genera l C o m m i t t e e , and the Bui ld ing C o m m i t t e e 
was d i rec ted to call in the monies "subscribed and au thor i sed to 
e n t e r i n to a c o n t r a c t w i t h Mess rs Walker Sons & Co , Ltd. for t h e 
e rec t ion of t h e bui ld ing. On 9 th October 1911 Messrs . Walker 
Sons & Co., Ltd . s u b m i t t e d . their p l ans for t h e building wi th an 
e s t i m a t e for R s . 23,920.90. 



70 DUTCH BUBGHER UNION 

On 26th J a n u a r y 1912 t h e c o n t r a c t wi th Mess rs . "Walker 
Sons & Co., L t d . was signed and t h e work of c o n s t r u c t i n g t h e build- ■ 
ing was commenced , bu t shor t ly af ter t h e work had s t a r t ed i t h a d 
to ba s topped as t h e Municipal Council of Colombo discovered t h a t 
t he land in Alfred P lace on which t h e building was being erec ted 
w a s requi red in connec t ion w i t h t h e dup l ica t ion of t h e Colpet ty 
road. Th is was a blessing in disguise, as t h e Munic ipa l i ty had to 
acqu i re t h i s land and paid Its. 18,488.99 for i t , which was Es . 0,988.99 
more t h a n the Bui ld ing Commi t t ee had paid for i t . F o r t u n a t e l y the 
p r e s e n t s i t e on which t h e D u t c h B u r g h e r U n io n Bui ld ing now 
s t a n d s was in t h e m a r k e t and it was purchased for Bs! 10,500/-, and 
Messrs . Walker Sons & Co., L td , were d i rec ted to proceed w i t h t h e 
e rec t ion of t he building on t h e new s i te The bui lding was com­
pleted ea r ly in 1913 a t a coat, inc lus ive of- w a t e r service, d r a inage 
e tc . of Rs. '26,812.17. 

All t he c o n t r i b u t i o n s p romised to t he Bui ld ing F u n d had not 
however , been paid, and t h e Building C o m m i t t e e found t h a t they 
were s h o r t of approximate ly Rs.10,000/- t o mee t t h e c la im of Messrs . 
Walker Sons & Col, L td . Two m e m b e r s , Dr, L. A, P r i n s and Dr. 
Donald S c h o k m a n , came to t h e r e s c u e of t he Union and l e n t t h e 
Building C o m m i t t e e R s 5,000/- and t h e ba lance sum of Rs . 5,000/-
was ob ta ined as a n over draf t f rom t h e Bank . 

To meet tmis liability of Rs. 10,000/-, the Building Committee 
funded the. rents received from the Dutch Burgher Union and the Dutch 
Burgher Union Club between the years of 1913 and 1919, and the liabi­
lity was paid oif, and a further sum of Rs. 5,250/- was refunded, at 
their request, to the Executors of contributors to the Building Fund who 
had died meanwhile. A sum of Rs. 500/- which was subscribed by Mr. 
IT. C. Loos was donated by his Executrix to the Building Fund. 

The Building Committee made their final report on the le t of Nov­
ember 1919. This report wae signed by Messrs. E. G. Anthonisz, F. H. 
'de Vos, G. S. Schneider, Arthur Alvis, L. M. Maartensz, W. A. 8. de 
Vos, J . P . de Vos Edgar Vander'Straaten, Allan Drieberg, G. 'V. Grenier, 
R.O. Meurling, Dr. H.U. Leembruggen, Dr. C. T. Vangeyzeland Mr. W. 
E. V. de Rooy. A meeting of the surviving subscribers to the Building 
Fund was called to consider whether the Dutch Burgher Union Building 
should be vested in Trustees, as the Union was not then incorporated, ai d 
Debentures issued to the subscribers to the Building Fund as originally 
contemplated, or whether a company should he formed and shares issued 
to the surviving'subscribers. 

l a view of the greater flexibility of a limited liability company in 
the ma Her. of raising further funds if required at any time, it was decid­
ed to recommend that a Company be formed and incorporated under the 
provisions of the Joint Stock Companies' Ordinance, to be called " The 
Dutch Burgher Union of Ceylon Buildings Co , L t d . " with a nominal 
capital of Rs. 100,000/- divided into 2000 shares of Rs. 50/- each, and to 
issue share certificates to the surviving subscribers to the Building 
Fund to che extent of their subscriptions. The Memorandum and Arti­
cles of Association of the proposed Company were drafted and settled by 
a small Committee consisting of Messrs. G. S. Schneider, Allan Drieberg 
and Arthur Alvis, and submitted to a meeting of the subscribers to the 
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Building Fund on 29th November, 1919, and adopted by them. The 
usual procedure was followed for the registration of a limited liability" 
company ;and che company was registered on the 13th of September 
1920. Thereafter Share Certificates were issued to the ' surviving subs­
cribers to the Building Fund for 453 shares of Rs. 50/- each covering 
the issued capital of the Dutch Burgher Union of Ceylon Buildings 
Co., Ltd., amounting to Rs. 22,650. 

A large number of the original members who contributed to the 
Building Fund of the Dutch Burgher Union regarded their contributions 
more in the light of donations for the purpoee of building a suitable 
Home for the Union than as investments. The sums contributed were 
individually too small to be regarded in any other light. This is borne 
out by the fact that the greater part of the 185 shares in the Dutch 
Burgher Union of Ceylon Buildings Co., Ltd., now held by the Union 
have been donated by those original subscribers to the Union. 

The decision to form the Dutch Burgher Union of Ceylon Buildings 
Co., Ltd., was a wise one, and the consti tution of the Building Commit­
tee should satisfy the members of the Union tha t the matter received 
due and careful consideration at the t ime. I t is beyond all question 
that the object was to create an organisation of suitable flexibility to 
enable the Union to raise more funds for extension of the present build­
ing and for expansion in other directions if necessary. That object 
should always be kept in view, and the Dutch Burgher Union of Ceylon 
Buildings Co., Ltd., should continue to exist as a convenient and neces-
aaryyaSijanet of the Dutch Burgher Union of Oeylon so loDgas the latter 
continuea to exist. 

I t may he asked—what benefits have accrued to the Community by 
the formation of the Union? The provision of a permanent Home with 
social and recreational amenities facilitated the rapid expansion of all 
the activities of the Union, which in its turn enabled the Union to pro­
vide ia greater measure than before service to the members of our Com­
munity. Perhaps the extent of this service may not be realized and it 
may be well to mention some of the benefits so derived. The Union has 
enabled those members of the Dutch Burgher Community who have 
joined it to uni te and to co-operate in serving their Community by 
carrying out the avowed objects for which the Union was formed. 

The Union has published a Journal which is the only mouthpiece 
of tha Community containing articles of ■ great historical value to the 
Community, Genealogies relating to the ancestry of members of the 
Community, thought-provoking papers on social Feiviee and other sub­
jects of great interest, contributed by members of the Community. The 
benefits conferred on t h e Communi ty by the publ icat ion of th is 
Jou rna l is immeasu rab le—and no t sufficiently apprec ia ted . The 
C o m m u n i t y owes a deep debt of g ra t i t ude t o Mr. R. G. Anthonisz , 
Mr. L 13. Blaze and Mr. J. R. Toussa in t and t o all those m e m b e r s 
who con t r ibu ted ar t ic les to t he Journa l for t h e work they have gra­
tu i tous ly done for an unbroken period of 38 years . 

T h e format ion of t h e Union h a s confer red 'on t h e Communi ty t h e 
benefit of cohesion which did no t exist before. I t roused t h e Commu­
n i ty sufficiently to build a p e r m a n e n t H o m e for itself a t n. t i m e when 
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money was scarce, and only about one per cen t of t h e C o m m u n i t y 
possessed means beyond a sufficiency to keep body and soul t oge the r 
and to give the i r chi ldren a meagre educat ion, whi le fifty per cen t of 
these could nob do even t h a t much . lb b r o u g h t t o g e t h e r m e n and 
women of t h e Communi ty , who were p repared to co-operate and de­
vote tbe i r t ime and the i r energies u n o s t e n t a t i o u s l y and unselfishly 
in working for t he amel iora t ion of t h e poorer m e m b e r s of t h e i r 
Communi ty by pecun ia ry he lp and by provid ing for t h e educa t ion 
of t he i r ch i ldren . 

A s u m of Rs . 10,009/- was d i s t r i bu t ed on works of social service 
dur ing the first 13 yea r s of t he exis tence of t he Union from 1908 to 
1920. A fu r the r sum of Bs. 15,000/- dur ing the n e s t 12 years from 
1921 to 1982, and aga in a fur ther sum of E s . 26,996-76 dur ing t h e next 
12 years from 1933 to 1944—making a to ta l of E s . 51996-76, by which 
s u m the condi t ion of t h e poorer m e m b e r s of t h e C o m m u n i t y h a s 
been ame l io ra t ed and t h e i r ch i ld ren provided wi th t h e m e a n s of ob­
ta in ing some sorb of educa t ion which o the rwi se they would have 
lacked- If t h e Union h a d no t been formed th i s g rea t work of social 
service for t h e Communi ty would no t h a v e been carr ied o n t . 

Ic was due to t he exis tence of t he Union t h a t t h e la te Dr . de 
Hoedt c rea ted a T r u s t and left some money to Trus t ees to be in­
vested and the income used to a s s i s t chi ldren o ik jnembers of t he 
Union in prosecut ing the i r s tud ies in medic ine and surgery . The 
cap i t a l sum in t h e h a n d s of t h e T r u s t e e s is now Re. 15,000. The 
money expended by t h e Trus t ees out of th i s T r u s t in ass is t ing child­
r en of m e m b e r s of t h e Union in prosecut ing t h e i r s tud ies in medi­
cine and surgery a m o u n t e d to Rs . 11,796/- up to t h e 31st of Decem­
ber 1944. 

If t h e Union h a d not been formed t h e l a t e Mrs. I sabe l A. Loos 
would no t have dona ted a s u m of R s . 5,000 to t h e U n io n for purposes 
of social service . If t h e Union h a d no t .been formed t h e la te Mrs. 
P r a n c e s Spefdewinde would no t h a v e bequea thed a sum of Rs 2,000 
to be used for t he educa t ion of ch i ldren of poor widows of t h e com­
m u n i t y . If t he Union had dot been formed Dr . and Mrs . B. W. 
A r n d t would not have dona t ed a sum of Rs . 2,000/- to be used for 
he lping widows and o rphans belonging to t h e communi ty . If t he 
Union had nob boon formed t h e Bel ing Memoria l F u n d in tended to 
a s s i s t Art S t u d e n t s would never have come in to exis tence, nor t h e 
Educa t ion Fund, nor t he Educa t ion ("endowment) Fund nor t h e Voca­
t ion Fund—al l i n t e n d e d to ass i s t chi ldren of member s of t he Union, 
nor t h e St N iko laas F o n d which was s t a r t ed to provide a H o m e for 
Aged m e m b e r s of t he c o m m u n i t y , n o r t he munif icient dona t ion by 
Dr . and Mrs . E L Rpittel of an acre of land for th i s purpose . 

I t is due en t i re ly to t h e existence of t h e Union t h a t , in c rea t ing 
a T rus t in respect of-her p rope r ty , Lady Schneider (carrying out t he 
wishes of he r h u s b a n d , t h e l a t e Sir G. S. Schne ider ) , provided t ha t 
half of t he income payable to t h e Board of Governors of St. T h o m a s ' 
C >llege, a m o u n t i n g a t .present to over Rs . 6 ,000/-a yea r , and likely 
in t h e not d i s t a n t fu tu re to a m o u n t t o Rs . 10,000/- a year , shal l be 
reserved for award ing Scho la r sh ips a t St . T h o m a s ' College to child­
ren of member s of the U n i o n . This is equiva len t to an e n d o w m e n t 
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of Rs. 175,000/- for t h e benefit of ch i ldren of m e m b e r s of t h e Union . 
The magn i tude of th is bequest, is not sufficiently app iec ia ted , nor is 
t h e fact t h a t it is a benefac t ion t h a t will accrue to t h e Communi ty 
in perpe tu i ty . 

If t h e Union had n o t been formed none of these benefits would 
h a v e accrued to t h e C o m m u n i t y . Some th ing t he r e fo r e , h a s been 
done and some th ing achieved. L e t us hope t h a t in t he yea r s to coma 
more will be achieved and t h a t more benefits will accrue t o bbe Com­
mun i ty as a r e su l t of t h e fo rmat ion of t h e D u t c h B u r g h e r Un ion . 

Of course m u c h more can be done, if workers and funds a re 
avai lable , especially in t h e di rect ion of ca te r ing for t h e younger 
m e m b e r s of t h e Communi ty , The fate of t h e Union depends on i t s 
y o u t h , a n d it is i m p o r t a n t t h a t t h e Un ion should ca te r for t h e m 
and build up a s t rong Youth Movement , on whose loyal ty the Union 
can depend to carry on t h e work of t h e Un ion . We need young men 
a n d young women who can be t r a i n e d to serve the i r C o m m u n i t y in 
t h e difficult years before u s . 

All t h e s e benefits have accrued t o t h e ' C o m m u n i t y in conse­
quence of t h e s ing le -mindedness and s ingleness of p u i p o s e of LIK, m a n 
in pa r t i cu la r , Mr . E . G. Au thon i sz who served the Communi ty as 
S e c r e t a r y of t h e D u t c h B u r g h e r Union of Ceylon from 1908 to 1915, 
and as P r e s i d e n t from 1916 to 1929 Hi s g rea t love for his Commu­
n i ty . h i s desire to rouse in t h e m a proper pr ide in t h e i r a n c e s t r y and 
common he r i t age , and t h e efforts which he m a d e to g a t h e r t o g e t h e r 
t h o s e who were will ing to work for t h e good of t h e C o m m u n i t y in 
m a t t e r s of educa t ion and social service , and t h e e n t h u s i a s m and 
g r e a t d e t e r m i n a t i o n wi th wh ich he pur sued h i s course , should be an 
i n s p i r a t i o n to every m e m b e r of t h e D u t c h B u r g h e r Un icn . 

L e t us t he r e fo re pay h im the h o n o u r t h a t is due to h im, above 
all o t h e r s , when F o u n d e r ' s Day is ce lebra ted . : 
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A SKETCH OF THE MEDICAL HISTORY 
OF CEYLON.* 

(An Address delivered by Dr. E. L. Koch at the opening of the 
2nd Session of the Geylon Medical School). 

I n accordance with a well-known and long established custom 
which obtains in all Medical Schools both in Europe and in India to 
open each session with an introductory Lecture from one of the 
Teachers, the duty devolves on me this day, thus to inaugurate the 
second year of your studies in the Ceylon Medical School. 

In the selection of a subject on which to address a few remarks to 
you on this occasion, I have b e e ^ guided by the wish, to bring home to 
each s tudent present, as forcibly as I can, the advantages he enjoys in 
the mat tar of securing a Medical Education, by briefly reviewing the 
His to ry of the Island, and pointing to the hopeful future before him, if 
he will only realize fine responsibilities of the present and profit by the 
experiences of the past. \ ^ 

In taking a rapid glance at the Medical His to ry of the Island, I do 
not propose to do more than barely touch on the most salient features 
which may be supposed to distinguish it. A'full and exhaustive history 
of the practice of Medicine here, would doubtless be a study worthy of 
the Antiquarian, bun such a treatise, abounding as it no doubt would do 
in absurd rules, exploded theories, and false doctrines, would be of very 
little practical value to Che student . More than this , the primitive sys­
tem of Medicine as promulgated in classic Greece and ancient Rome, 
owing as it does its origin to iihe intra-Gangetic races, from whom the 
Sinhalese of this country derived all the i r knowledge of the science'—a 

"treatise on the Ancient Medical History of the Is land would be only a 
reflex picture of what the student would find in the Introductory Lecture 
delivered last year by my esteemed colleague Dr . Loos. I t is however 
worthy of remark tha t while the ancient Greeks and Romans improved 
upon and expanded the original system which they had received from 
their Aryan ancestors, the Hindoos themselves were content to leave 
the Test books and Treatises compiled by the earlier pioneers of Medical 
research, at the point they found them. The Indian mind, essentially 

*The Memorial Clock Tower in the Medical College grounds commemorates 
Dr. Koch, who died in Colombo in December 1877 at the early age of 40 years. 
He had his medical education in the Calcutta Medical College, and later obtain­
ed the M. D. of. Aberdeen University. He entered the Ceylon Medical Service 
in July 1862, and was Surgeon of the Colombo General Hospital. When the 
Ceylon Medical College was established in 1870 he was one of the first three 
Lecturers appointed. In 1 875 he succeeded Dr. James Loos as Principal of the 
College. Two years later he died of the effects of a wound during a post-mortem, 
" Professionally he had few equals. We doubt if he had a superior in surgery," 
His address to the students at the opening of the Medical Oollege Sessions is a 
valuable contribution to the history of Medical progress in the Island.*-2?iZ. 
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conservative in its character and always prone to connect any marvel­
lous discovery—and the science of Medicine in its infancy was a marvel 
to them—with some supernatural agency, at t r ibuted these treatises to 
divine inspiration, and ra ther than incur the displeasure of Brahma or 
Yishnu by any innovations, they looked upon these works as the sacred 
repositories of divine knowledge. Hence every new discovery, whether 
the result of study or accident, instead of being incorporated with the 
existing Text books, lived and died with the man who made the dis­
covery, and thus one source of improvement of which the ancient sys­
tem was so eminent ly susceptible was denied every chance of universal 
application. Bu t faulty, erroneous, and even absurd as the system of 
Ancient Hindoo Medicine was on the whole, it cannot be denied that it 
was too often the only means of relieving suffering h u m a n i t y ; and 
charity, if not justice, requires that we, looking at the past by the light 
of the present, should t reat their errors with tenderness. Europe and 
Asia owe as much to t he Ancient Schools of Delhi and Benares in this 
respect, as they do to the Mediaeval Monasteries of Europe in the cause 
of general l i terature. Both as the guardians and the repositories of" 
ancient lore, claim our grat i tude; and though both may have in many 
instances only rescued from destruction that which the advanced judg­
ment of our age may pronounce ut ter ly worthless, yet let us bear in 
mind that but for the intervention of their agency, the His tory of one 
of the noblest sciences which can engage the mind of man would have 
had to lament many a link lost for ever. At a time when the laws of 
nature were so little understood, it is not 60 be wondered that a good 
deal of superstition entered into and influenced the practice of medicine, 
and i t is impossible to suppress a smile when we hear of such prescrip­
tions as powdered Toad for Fever, or crushed Spider for Ague, Eel-skin 
worn on the leg for Oramp, or a broth of Ear th-worms in lingering 
Labour, though even these were surpassed in absurdity by the practice 
of wearing charms and amulets . 

Bu t to return. I t is impossible to determine the date when the 
Science of Medicine was first introduced into Ceylon, but there need be 
hardly any doubt as to the source from which it was brought. What­
ever civilization Ceylon enjoyed before it fell under the dominion of 
Western nations, she owed to the same source from which the Indo-
European races had themselves drawn it . Northern India, the cradle of 
the human race, and the original foundation of science and learning, had 
early commenced to send out colonies into all the then known regions of 
the world, and if it was only a royal adventurer and his band of marau­
ders that first brought that civilization to Ceylon, the fact is therefore 
not the less important that five hundred years before the Christian era, 
Ceylon had become the home of a branch of the Aryan family. When 
Wijeya and his followers (B.C. 543, Tennent) founded the first City in 
the wilds of what is known as the Tamana Adaveya, they also laid the 
foundation of that civilization to which their descendants of a later 
generation had attained, and their Arts, their Sciences, arid even their 
Language at the present day carry with them the evidence of a Hindoo 
origin. No stronger proof of this need be adduced than that presented 
by the Medical Science of the people whose most important books on the 
subject are all written and studied in Sanscri t . But whatever may have 
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been the poverty of the scienceduring the early periods of its introduc­
tion into Oayl'in, it found a congenial soil for propagating itself in the 
Monasteries and Cloisters of the Buddhist Priesthood, who as mono­
polists of the learning of she day (not unlike the monks of the tenth and 
following centuries) included the cultivation of the Science of Medicine 
am mg the many subjects to which they devoted their a t tent ion. To 
such an honourable position had this Science attained in the second 
cenfcurv of she Christian era that King Bujaa Baja did nnfc consider it 
beneath his dignity to study and to practise it. H e is also said to have 
published a work on Surgery which is still held in repute by his country­
men. He built Hospitals for the sick, and Asylums for the maimed. The 
ben-.fi'; of his science and skill was not confined to his subjects alone, 
but was equally extended to the relief of the lower animals , elephants, 
horses, and other suffering creatures. 

Prom th is t ime the knowledge of Medicine spread from the priest-
ho .d to she laity, and while Colleges were established in all the princi­
pal cities of the I-Iand, a Royal Dispensary under the patronage of the 
King supplied all the drugs contained in the Pharmaoopaeia , and these 
were dispensed freely to the poor and the needy ; and even at the pre­
sent day a family of naturalized Moormen in a village near Kaduganava, 
wimse official patronymic of J ^ B e t g e y " indicates their connection with 
the Medical Rfistory of the Island under i ts own native sovereigns, still 
continue in the practice of a profession which more than three centuries 
ago earned them their distinctive appellation. The Science of Medicine 
at this fina« was however ah bast confined to a mere knowledge of simple 
vegetable remedies, and though Alohemy entered to some extent into 
this knowledge here as in Elurope, the researches into the Chemical 
affinities of metals, salts, and earths were more directed to the elimina­
tion of the precious from the baser metals than to the discovery of any 
healing principle inherent in them. The Medical use of Mercury and 
Arsenic su'ge^ted by these studies resulted in the art of sublimating the 
former and purifying the lat ter as it was cOIed, but these remedial 
agents so powerful in the hands of the skilful physician of the present 
dav, served ra ther to indicate the extent to whi<ih research had laid hare 
the secrets of nature than to arm the physician with a weapon with 
which to combat disease. If therefore t he native Doctors of t ha t t ime 
had wholly or partially abandoned or failed to discover the curative re­
medies whioh even their faulty knowledge of Chemistry could have 
taught fchera, they no less felt the want of some ready prepared com­
pound to be used in cases of emerganoy. Bv far the largest proportion 
of their prescriptions consisted of vegetable simples procured from the 
jungles the mnm^nt any necessity for their use arose. B u t decoctions 
and <!onfeofiioris could nnt be kept by for any length of time, and this 
l i l i i u ' t y was overcome by compounding the simples into Pills., which 
wer^f sunnosed to combine all the impossible virtues of the Pills of Hol-
loway and old Parr . From Pills the next step in advance was the pre-
narikMon of medicinal nil*. The efficiency of these latter was in a pro­
gressive ratio with the offensiveness of their odoar, and even at the 
present day a Sinhalese Vederale is surrounded by such a strong atmos­
phere of reeking nils, tha t his presence never fails to make itself felt to 
the olfactories of the by-atanders. But if the science of medicine was 
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understood even bo this imperfect extent, tha t of Surgery was at a com­
plete discount with them. The ignorance which prevailed on the sub­
ject of H u m a n Anatomy and still more, of Comparative Anatomy, would 
be simply astonishing did we not, in looking at the question, remember 
at the same time the peculiar and social inst i tut ions o( the people. In­
terdicted by the latter from taking away life in any form, the carcase 
of an animal was equally with the dead body of a man an object of 
aversion. In fact, as regards the Dead Bull and the dead Man, this pre­
judice during the reigns of their later Kings seemed to have been equally 
distr ibuted. 

What wonder then, tha t the Sinhalese Doctor 's knowledge of Ana-
tomy should even at the present day be limited to the absurd teachings 
of his primitive text books, tha t he should locate the hear t within the 
abdominal cavity, or look upon the lungs and liver as simple make­
weights in the cavity of the chest. I t would, however, be but fair to 
admit t ha t notwi ths tanding the crude notions entertained by the 
Sinhalese Doctor on the general subject of Anatomy, some of them car­
ried the study of Opthaltnology to a pretty fair extent . This is the only 
branch of general Surgery tha t they have ventured to practise. They 
possess ins t ruments of their own design and make, which though faulty 
and defective in comparison with those of European manufacture, have 
been the means of even temporarily Baving the sight of hundreds of 
people. 

Under the Portuguese Government, tha t is from 1517 till 1640, we 
have hardly any information as to the condition of European medicine 
in the Is land, but it may be assumed t ha t at least in the more important 
s ta t ions held by them, there were Doctors in medical charge < f the 
different garrisons. But a t t ha t period when the Science of Medicine 
was more Oriental than European, when whatever knowledge of the 
subject they possessed was derived from the Mcors of Spain, and the 
whole system was in its primitive stage of development, it is more than 
probab'e t ha t the European Doctor held bu t a very inconsiderable pro­
fessional position among his compeers in the other professions : nor need 
it be doubted that the native Vederale, the Me&'ri of the Portuguese, 
too often competed—and successfully too—for the boncurp and the emo­
luments of the profession, with the European -rival. Nor need we 
wonder that this same word Mestri is still applied indiscriminately to 
the Sinhalese Barber as well as to the Sinhalese Doctor, when we re­
collect that not many centuries aao in Europe the effaces of Barber and 
Leech were performed by the same person,—-the family barber being 
the proper functionary to be called in whpn blood-letting was thought 
necessary or a tooth was to be drawn ; till in France the barber-sur­
geons were separated from the wigmakprs in the reig" of Louis xiv., 
while in England the separation did not t ake plaee till the 18th year of 
the reign of George IT., and it required an act of Parl iament to effect it. 
The system of medicine pursued in the Portuguese timea by both the 

. Native and European practitioners was in all essentials the same, but 
the native Vederale had t h e advantage ever the European, in his wider 
knowledge of the vegetable Pharmacopaeia. The Portuguese, however, 
during the troublous period of their occupation of the maritime, provin­
ces, shewed neither inclination nor ability to disseminate the gentler 
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arts of peace and to teach thair subjects the humanizing sciences. Ab­
sorbed in the work of proselytism, they subordinated every other con­
sideration, or altogether ignored it, to the great work of converting the 
heathen of which they believed they were the chosen instruments of 
providence. Hence very few, if any, relics of their arts or sciences have 
survived their expulsion, though their language corrupted into a bar­
barous patois still continues to give tangible realUy to a rule tha t had 
held the finest provinces of Ceylon under subjection three centuries 
ago. 

The Dutch, who succeeded the Portuguese in 1640, it would be 
charitable to suppose, had very lit t le leisure to devote to the ar ts and 
sciences during the earlier periods of their occupancy, but once their 
power was consolidated and when the dread of foreign foes, equally with 
the intrigues of the Court of Kandy, had ceased to exert any influence, 
the Dutch turned their at tention to the educational and religious wants 
of the people. The science of medicine at this period had emerged from 
the obscurity of centuries of formularism ; and the illustrious Boerhave 
had just arisen in the Father land to reduce the chaos of medical know­
ledge into something like order and principle. The country t ha t prc-
duced Boerhave could not have been u r mindful of the duty of encourag-, 
ing the newly regenerated science of medicine, and though we have no 
record of any Medical School or College under the Dutch, the large 
number of Ceylon born and Ceylon educated Medical wen who .took 
service under the Brit ish at their accession proves conclusively that 
European Medicine was both taught and practised to a considerable ex­
tent . Indeed, from a quaint old document discovered in the Eecord 
Office and published sometime ago in the Literary Pupplement of the 
Examiner, much may be inferred bearing on the Medical His tory of the 
Is land so far back as the commencement of the 17th century. At t ha t 
t ime, one of the most important demands made on the Dutch Governors 
of Cevlon by the Court of Kandy was for Medical men, and some idea 
of the etiquette of the place may be formed when we are told that very 
few of the Medical men sent to attend on their ailing Majesties of 
Kandy were permitted to see their Royal patient, much less to touch 
them. Another difficulty in the way of these Doctors was the necessity 
imoosed on them of exhibiting their medicines in the pleasant and most 
agreeable of vehicles. The Kandyan Kings ah this period had just at­
tained to that incipient st*ige of civilization indexed by a love of ardent 
drinks ; and Dutch Schnaps, or native arrack were the only medicine 
that could disguise the nauseating compound which they were called 
upon to swallow. Dr. Dunielfiz, from whose journal I take these parti­
culars, was sent from Colombo in the year 1739 to cure His Majesty 
Raja Singa of a bad leg. He went accompanied bv his apprentice, but 
all he could see of his .Eoyal patient was tha ailing l imb. Under such 
circumstances it was impossible he could adoyit any other course of 
t rea tment but what! consisted in outward dressings. These he tried 
wi thout any satisfactory results, and alarmed at the consequences of 
failure, he insisted on His Majesty takina a cnurse of Tonics. The 
Decoction was prepared, but the king found it so bi t ter tha t he emptied 
the cup into the R i v a l Rnifetoon, suggesting tha t the Doctor should 
employ the more agreeable vehicle of arrack for conveying the nauseous 
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potion. Dr. Danielsz hereupon brewed two bottles of Bitters, but 
prescribed so small a dose of it at a time (he calls it a small beeiglass-
ful) tha t his Majesty demanded either a double dose, or to be allowed 
extra liquor over the b i t te rs . After a good deal of resistance the Doctor 
was at last compelled to yield, and as he said be himself was in the 
habit of taking a Bchnap before meals, his patient also might, but posi­
tively not beyond the third day. In the meant ime the leg was not im­
proving and the regimen was becoming intolerable, and so Dr. Danielsz 
was bid prepare to leave Kandy, and if he could nob congratulate him­
self on his professional success, we may yet suppose he was glad enough 
to escape the at tentions of his patient, which now began to assume a 
form' slightly more imperative than was altogether pleasant, and so Dr . 
Danielsz and his apprentice returned to Colombo and continued no 
doubt to adorn the profession till the na tura l clote of his not unevent­
ful life. 

, Towards the end of the Dutch Rule in Ceylon, regularly diplomaed 
Physicians and Surgeons from the Colleges of Amsterdam, TJtrecht and 
Leyden were sent out to the Colonies, and these most probably made 
the various civil and military hospitals they found it necessary to 
establish, serve the purpose of Medical Schools. From among the 
Hospiaal dressers and dispensers at these establishments were turned 
out a lob of men who, combining the European and Native systems, 
attained to some eminence in the profession ; and there are old people 
yet, who recall not without a touch of affectionate pride, the extraordi­
nary cures and the wonderful operations performed by Drs. VanderLaan, 
and Jan Lourensz of Colombo, Dr. Gerase of Galle, Drs. Keegel and 
Janseque of Jaffna, and Pie tersz of Matara. 

Perhaps the great feature of the Dutch School of Medicine was the 
liberal use of Mercury and the Lancet which they introduced, and if 
Dr. Sangrado was not quite eclipsed by the achievements of the Dutch 
Surgeons, his imitators among the'people of the country were no un­
worthy disciples of that great advocate of Phlebotomy. Indeed, so far 
was the faith in the lancet carried, t h a t every common barber was 
instructed in its uae, and, as in civilized Europe, the man of soapsuds 
was too often called upon to open a vein in the arm of him whose chin 
he had just operated upon. To such a state of proficiency did these 
men carry the art of bleeding tha t lacking the lancet they often used 
■the point of their razors . 

At any rate it may safely be assumed tha t at the period of the 
British accession, a knowledge of European Medicine had made some 
progress in the Island. Not only "were there regularly diplomaed Phy­
sicians and Surgeons sent out from Holland, but many Natives and 
Dutch descendants trained to the profession had commenced to dissemi­
nate a truer knowledge of the healing art than had &var before been at­
tempted. The large number of Medical men, whether Dutch or native-
born, who took service under the Brit ish is sufficient proof of this, 

I must not, however, conclude this brief and imperfect reference to 
the Medical His tory of our Island, without alluding to the immense ser­
vices rendered by our Dutch forefathers to the Science of Medicine, by 
their laborious researches in'one of its most important departments-— 
the department of Botany, 
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I t must be remembered that Oeylon possesses the distinction of 
having had her Flora arranged and described by the greaE Linnaeus in 
a work in which he first applied his sexual system in the arrangement 
of plants . For th is purpose he availed himself of the celebrated Her ­
baria collected by two eminent Botanis ts , Herman and Hartog, both of 
whom had been sent out to Ueylon in che Medical Service of the Dutch 
Easu India Company, and had spent many years of their life in this 
labour of love. He rman arrived uere about 1671 after a short sojurn 
ia the Cape of Good Hope, and in 1679 returned to Holland on his ap­
pointment to Bhe chair of Botany at Leyden, having previously forwarded 
to his native country many volumes of his Herbaria, including 400 
drawings of new plants. Of his labours it may be sufficient to say that 
on his arrival in Ceylon, he found only three plants which he had seen 
before, while his Ceylon Herbarium is still looked upon as one of the 
most perfect collections in existence ; and well might his biographer, in 
referring to his arrival here, indulge in the exclamation : " Good God ! 
what t reasures were then revealed to the eyea of Herman ". 

His successor, Hartog, a pupil of Boerhave, likewise visited the 
Cape, and of him his quaint biographer mentions, tha t rushing rashly 
into, the jungles of a new vegetation, he was dilacerated by a lion, and, 
saved only^by a glohus missilis from his servant , meaning doubtless, a 
bullet out of a Dutch bluoderbuss. 

Har tog also prepared a Herbar ium which he forwarded to Cornells 
Vos, the head garduer at Leyden; but in the words of his biographer 
" a n early fate and perverse diet in a short t ime carried him away to 
Flora*'. 

I t was with the assistance of these Herbaria that first Burmann in 
1737, and shortly after Linnaeus, in 1747, prepared their well known 
works on the Ceylon Flora, the former under the t i t le of Thesaurus 
Zaylanicus, and the la t ter under the ti t le of Flora 2eylanica. These, as 
books of reference to the Student of Botany, have perhaps been dis­
placed by the recent and more complete t reat ise of our eminent Direc­
tor of the Peradeaia Botanical Gardens ; but as evidence of the early 
interest taken by the Hutch in this favourite science, and the marvel­
lous progress made by them in what was then an entirely new field of 
research, they will long maintain a very high rank in every respectable 
Library. Nor must I forget to record, that the first European writer on 
Tropical diseases was a Dutchman of the name of Bontius, whose book 
for several years after its publication was held to be of great authori ty 
on the subject. 

The English who succeeded the Dutch in Ceylon brought with them 
a staff of well-qualified medical men. These were connected with the 
army and were' stationed only in those parts of the Island where detaoh* 
ments of soldiers were garrisoned. In number they were few and this 
prevented their engaging in general practice. Soon, however, the mili­
tary authori t ies felt the want of assistance to fill subordinate posts 
under their Surgeons, and in order to supply this demand, they init iated 
a system of Clinical teaching, by means of which they turned out a class 
of men who, though not qualified enough to complete with their teachers 
in gsnu'al practice, rose to such eminenee afterwards tha t their opinions 
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were sought after by the highest in the land. Some of them such as 
the late Messrs. Ferdinands, Misso, Piere?;, and Frins acquired so great 
a local reputat ion t ha t they successfully competed with those Surgeons 
and Physioians who succeeded their respective teachers, and even at this 
present day there are a few continuing to serve the Government with 
credit in the lower ranks of the Civil Medical Depar tment . 

The n a m e s of Drs . Cameron and T e m p l e t o n will long be r e m e m ­
bered as t h e first t eache r s of Medical Science in Ceylon under t h e 
Engl ish G o v e r n m e n t . B u t t h i s sys t em of clinical t each ing in Mili­
t a r y Hospi ta l s was n o t found to a n s w e r as fully as was des i red . The 
Civil G o v e r n m e n t t h e r e u p o n inaugura t ed t h e scheme of sending 
young men t o t h e Bengal Medical College, and n o t h i n g h a s conduced 
more to famil iar ize Eng l i sh pract ice a m o n g s t t he n a t i v e s of t he I s ­
land t h a n the services of these young men on the i r r e t u r n . T h e y 
u n d e r t o o k a n d pe r fo rmed w i t h success t h e most formidable surgical 
o p e r a t i o n s ; and t h e n a m e of Dr. An thon i sz will a lways be connec ted 
w i t h t h e first successful cases of Oesophagotomy a n d Ovar io tomy in 
Ceylon. Indeed, if I a m no t mis taken , t h e f i r s t -ment ioned ope ra t ion 
was t he first successful one of i t s k ind ever recorded in t h e whole 
a n n a l s of B r i t i s h Surge ry . Not only did t he se gen t l emen d i s t ingu ish 
themse lves as Surgeons , b a t t he i r t r a i n i n g in Ca lcu t ta gave t h e m an 
i m m e n s e a d v a n t a g e in p rac t i ca l medic ine over those who had been 
exclusively t a u g h t in E n g l a n d in consequence of t h e o p p o r t u n i t i e s 
t h e y enjoyed of t h e Clinical s tudy of t rop ica l diseases. Thei r success 
a s medical p r a c t i t i o n e r s h a s the re fore been p ropor t iona te ly large, 
T h e G o v e r n m e n t have , however , ceased to avail themse lves of t h e 
kind offices of t h e Bengal Governmen t , and t h e once yea r ly exodus 
of young men t o Ca lcu t ta , in quest of a medical educa t ion , has a l ­
toge the r ceased. B u t allow me to hope—and i t is a hope wh ich 
depends for i ts fulfilment more on your own exe r t i ons t h a n t h e 
l ibera l i ty of Gove rnmen t or t h e efforts of your t eache r s—al low me 
to hope t h a t our p r e s e n t School will afford t h e educa t ion for which , 
t i l l r ecen t ly , we h a v e been indebted t o India , and supply a w a n t t h a t 
had been felt and acknowledged since t h e ea r l i es t days of Br i t i sh 
ru le , bu t which , t h a n k s to t h e far-seeing policy of Sir H e r c u l e s 
Robinson , is now a t h i n g of t h e pas t . F o r w i t h o u t p re tend ing t o 
any u n n e c e s s a r y degree of modes ty , T t h i n k I am justified in claim­
ing for t h a t school , so far as it has gone, a very m a r k e d a m o u n t of 
success . So long as t he same l iberal policy con t inues and governs 
t h e des t i n i e s of t h e people of t h i s c o u n t r y , t h e fu tu re of t h e Ceylon 
Medical College canno t fail to be full of encourag ing hope. I t has , I 
know been said t h a t t h e p r e sen t cur r icu lum of t h i s school is defec­
t ive in so far t h a t i t secures but an i m p e r f e c t i n s t r u c t i o n of t h e 
Medical s t u d e n t , in o t h e r words t h a t we a r e going to set loose u p o n 
society a body of young men "per functor i ly e d u c a t e d " and the re fo re 
imper fec t ly qualified to p rac t i se Medic ine and Surgery . This is a 
ve ry ser ious charge , and if general ly e n t e r t a i n e d is likely to affect 
t h e p rospe r i t y of t h e school . I a m glad t o h a v e t h e o p p o r t u n i t y of 
te l l ing you t h a t our cu r r i cu lum is as comple te and ample as i t is 
possible to m a k e i t in keeping wi th the objects detai led in a l iberal 
p rospec tus , "Without en t e r ing in to any lengthy just i f icat ion of t he 
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course we a r e pursu ing , I m a y s imply m e n t i o n t h a t t h e subjec ts of 
s tudy are more n u m e r o u s a n d comprehens ive t h a n those which only 
a few y e a r s ago fo rmed t h e s t a n d a r d of educa t ion for a M e m b e r s h i p 
oi t h e Royal College of Surgeons of London . 

I am also not unaware that in some quar ters the question has been 
asked, ' w h a t are tba future Medical men educated in this School to do 
for a living ? or what guarantee of employment bave the Government 
held out to the youths who devote three years of their t ime to acquire a 
profession for the exercise of which it is asserted Shey can find no field 
in Oeylon?" Now, a greater fallacy than this has never been put for­
ward ; indeed, the fallacy is so -apparent that it is hardly possible to 
control one's patience at the apparent sincerity with which it is 
advanced. However, as not a few seem to have been converted to this 
opinion, it would ba as well to discuss it here. I t is one of the great 
axioms of political economy that supply and demand regulate each 
other, nor will it be denied tha t the demand for Medical men of the class 
whom we expect to be able to send out has been and still continues to 
be admittedly great. The Medical School therefore, in endeavouring to 
supply this demand, not only trains up a number of youths to a profes­
sion, but also furnishes them with the readiest and surest means of 
honourable and remunerat ive employment. No one who has studied the 
madical requirements of the country will have the hardihood to deny 
that Oeylon offers a wide field of usefulness to properly qualified Medi­
cal men. European Medicine, except in our principal Towns, and per­
haps at s tat ions along the main road, is absolutely unknown in the out­
lying villages : and it would be no extravagant approximation to say t ha t 
to a population of two and a half million there are hardly more than 
fifty or sixty Medical men. The Medical wants of this neglected popula­
tion are it is true administered to by the Vederale, supplemented in not 
a few cases by the midnight orgies of the Devil dancer. The people who 
employ the Vederale and the Devil dancer do so, not from any convic­
tion of their superiority over the practitioner of European Medicine, for 
they have never had the opportunity of making the comparison, but 
from sheer necessity. I n proof of th is I need only point to the Native 
population of Colombo and its vicinity, among whom the several practi­
tioners of the Town find a fair field of work. In this case the prejudices 
of the people have been overcome, and the superiority of European 
Science established. There is not the least reason why the same should 
not be done in every native village. Perhaps the early experiments in 
this direction may have to be carried on uuder more than ordinary diffi­
cult circumstances, but once lead the people to feel the superiority of 
your knowledge, and they will not be long in acknowledging i t . I can 
illustrate this best by referring to my own personal experience of the 
Northern province, where the great mass of the people, simply because 
they have lotigir enjoyed the advantages of European practice so gene­
rously introduced by the American Mission, than the inhabi tants of any 
o&her part of Oeylon, have little or no faith in their own Native Doc­
tors ; and it is a well-known fact, tha t the number of pat ients who resort 
to the Friend-in-Need Society's Hospital a t Jaffna, is infinitely larger 
than the nu-nber who voluntari ly resort to anv Civil Hosp i t a l in the 
Is land, To such an extent indeed has the confidence of the Natives in 
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the Nor th been won over to the superiority of the Western System of 
Medicine, that to supply the want of Medical men among the people, 
Dr. Green has been compelled to organize a Vernacular Medical Class 
for whose special use he has himself t ranslated the English text looks 
into Tamil. 

The creation of an artificial want is always a t r iumph of civiliza­
tion—nor is the t ru th of fchie position affected by the possible or proba­
ble consequences tha t may flow therefrom. Indeed, civilized man has 
taught his savage brother many a want without which the lat ter would 
have been happier. But the fact nevertheless remains that wherever 
man is made to feel the want of anything, it will he supplied. Take for 
instance the rapid spread of the love for ardent spiritB in this country 
within the last twenty years. On what hypothesis than tha t we created 
the want and it is supplying itself, can this be accounted for ? Similarly 
take the case of Tea and Coffee, things altogether unknown in Eurnpe a 
couple of centuries back, but now almost as necessary to every E u r o ­
pean as fire .or water. Wi thou t however multiplying instances, I think 
it may safely be assumed tha t once you teach the people to feel tha t 
they cannot do without something, the BUpply will a lways be equal to 
the demand. If this be true in many things pernicious in themselves, 
how much more so is it not in things which contribute to the happiness 
and well-being of our fellow men. 

Nothing perhaps has done more harm to the youths of this country 
than the idea that Government must find employment for every young 
man they educate. Not enough that they must be at the expense of 
educating every boy that comes to their schools, but forsooth they must 
impose upon themselves the additional penalty of providing a living for 
him. This idea of Government support has been the bane of the Ceylon 
youth . He believes, or his father does for him, that Government are 
bound, because they educated his boy, to employ him also, whether, they 
required his services or not, just as the father believes, because his pon 
is of age, he ought to marry , whether he wanted to or not. The idea is 
so absurd, that it is a marvel people living in the middle of the nine­
teenth century, and with some pretensions to European ideas, should 
seriously entertain it for a moment . I t is therefore right to convince 
this class of disputants by telling them at once t ha t the Government 
are not bound to employ those whom they educate—the supply mus t 
in this as in everything else he regulated by the demand. 

To the young men whom the Government are educating in this 
school will belong the high privilege of both creating a want and sup­
plying it. Tour mission is to go forth among the people, and to teach 
them the superiority of European Sciences over Native empiricism, and 
this dona the Missionary in the cause of suffering humanity will not go 
wi thout his reward. The prospect before you, far from being dishear­
tening, is most encouraging, while you aUo calculate on the support 
which a liberal Government (always ready to recognise upefulness and 
merit) msiy be resonahly expected to expend. My advice to you, the 
Students of the Ceylon Medical School, is to go on as you have begun 
and prosecute your studies with the same diligence you have hi ther to 
shown. Trust to yourselves more than to any one else, ayp, more than 
to the Gov-ernment. Jjefc singleness of aim, and an honourable ambition 
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to prove worthy of the noble calling before you, animate you, and not 
only will you surely deserve but you will command success. Let not 
present difficulties discourage you, much less allow fears of the future to 
cloud over a prospect fair and promising io every aspect. Above all, 
never anticipate evil, but always hope for the best rand with faith in 
the noble mission you are preparing to enter, and in humble reliance on 
the goodness of the Creator, whose creubures you are now being taught 
to relieve from pain and suffering, gird up your loins for the serious 
business of life. -

THE REFORM OF THE CONSTITUTION. 
In the issue of the Journal for April 1945 we published the full 

text of the memorandum presented to the Soulbury Commission on 
behalf of the Dutch Burgher Union. The representations embraced 
the following heads:—(a) the Franchise (b) Qualifications of Coun­
cillors (c) Representation (d) the Legislature (e) the Executive (f) the 
Public Services. Without going into details, it will be sufficient to 
say that the deputation laid great stress on the creation of a Second 
Chamber and of a Burgher Electorate similar to tha t which obtain­
ed sometime ago, and they asked that , in the event of the estab­
lishment of a Council of 100 members under the new Constitution, 
the Burghers should be allowed to return five members. 

The Commission, after considering these suggestions, recom­
mended a First Chamber, to consist of 101 members, of whom 95 
shall be elected and 6 nominated by the Governor; and a Second 
Chamber to consist of 30 seats, 15 of which shall be filled by persons 
elected by members of the First Chamber, and 15 by persons chosen 
by the Governor-General in his discretion. The reasons for recom­
mending nomination instead of election were stated by the Comis-
sioners to be as follows :— 

"315. We should like to have been able to dispense with nomination, but 
in view of the virtual impossibility of fitting the European or the Burgher com­
munities into the electoral scheme of S. P. XIV, we think that, as at present, 
the representation of these two communities should be secured by nomination. 
I t was proposed by the representatives of the Burghers that they should have a 
special electoral roll, and that the island itself should be constituted a single 
constituency for a separate Burgher electorate. This was the position between 
1923 and 1931- A- similar proposal was put forward to us by the Europeans. 
Apparently this method of election is preferred to nomination, because, we were 
told, the charge was constantly made against Nominated Members that they 
were the " hirelings and darlings of Queen's House," and the mouth-pieces of 
the Governor who nominated them. We appreciate the feelings of the Nominated 
Members, though we cannot suppose that they take this charge very seriously. 
But this method of election would be unreservedly communal and, as already 
pointed out, we desire, so far as possible, to discourage a reversion to communal 
representation, A similar consideration applies to the representation of the 
Europeans., Moreover, as regards the Burghers, the considerable, though per­
haps not insuperable, administrative difficulty in determining the composition 
of their electorate, serves to reinforce our disinclination to recommend a sepa­
rate electorate for them ". 

The Commissioners then went on to say:— 
" 316. As regards the Muslims (Moors and Malays), there are at present in 

the State Council two nominated representatives of the Muslim Community. 
Wq hope that as a result of the delimitation of electoral districts to be undertaken 
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by the Delimitation Commission, it will no longer be necessary to represent the 
interests of this community by nomination to the First Chamber, and that an 
adequate number of Muslims will find their way to it by the process of election. 
Should our hope, however, be disappointed, it will be necessary to resort to 
nomination as at present". 

The proposals of t h e Commiss ione r s , wi th some modifications, 
were duly approved by H i s Majes ty 's Government , and b r o u g h t up 
before t h e S t a t e Council in t h e form of a mot ion to t h e following 
effect:— 

"This House expresses its disappointment that His Majesty's Government 
have deferred the admission of Ceylon to full Dominion Status, but in view of 
the assurance Contained in the White Paper of October 31, 1945, that His 
Majesty's Government will co-operate with the people of Ceylon so that such 
status may be attained by this country in a comparatively short time, this 
House resolves that the Constitution offered in the said White Paper be accepted 
during the interim period " . 

I n view of t he fact t h a t , under t h e Commiss ione r s ' proposals , 
no definite number of seats has been assigned to the Burghers, 
whose representation might be adversely affected in the event of 
the Muslims not finding adequate representation wholly by election, 
and thus having to depend partly on election and partly on nomina­
tion, it was felt that Burgher representation should be made more 
secure. Mr. G. A. Wille therefore put this point of view very 
strongly before the State Council, and while accepting the new 
Constitution, he expressed the hope tha t the Burgher Community 
would find adequate representation in keeping with its importance. 
"We give below his remarks in full:— 

" I am sure, Mr. Deputy Speaker, that on this occasion every speaker would 
like to congratulate the Hon. Leader on the very great ability which he has 
shown in introducing this motion. 

^ The motion has two parts to it, one is an expression of a sense of dis­
appointment. I cannot honestly associate myself with that sentiment because, 
as you know, 1 never expected Dominion Status to be granted straightaway. I 
think the most valuable part of. the White Paper is the passage, in it which 
reminds us that Dominion Status cannot be improvised so to speak, by means of 
a constitutional document but must be evolved by experience. 

I come to the more practical part of the motion, and that is the acceptance 
of the Constitution that is offered. I certainly, on behalf of my community, 
might say that we very gladly accept the Constitution but just as the Hon. 
Leader has aecepted the Constitution, because of the promise that has 
been held out to this country that Dominion Status will be granted in 
a very short time, so my assent is also associated with a hope that the Secretary 
of State when he considers the views that are expressed by me here will remedy 
the serious grievance that we, Burghers, feel we suffer from. 

You will remember, Mr. Deputy Speaker, that amongst the newspapers in 
London that commented on the Soulbury Report was the London Economist, 
a paper which always shows penetrating insight into any question with which 
it deals ; and what it said has been brought home to us very closely because we 
agree with the view that although communal representation may do very little 
harm, representation on the lines which have been imposed is likely to end in 
the suppression of the minorities. 

I feel very strongly that I ought on this occasion to urge the point of view 
of my community because, as you know, we have played an important part in 
the administration and history of this Island and are a part of its permanent 
population, and although, we are the smallest community in that population I 
do not think I can let our case go by default. The provision that has been made 
is very scanty so far as the representation of Burghers goes. In spite of what 
the Hon. Minister of Health said with regard to the beating of the communal 
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drum, I wish to emphasize that fact. The Soulbury Commissioners themselves 
pointed out that if the question of representation is fundamental to any Consti­
tution, it is far more fundamental to the Constitution of a country which con­
tains a heterogeneous population. Now how is the matter dealt with so far as 
the Burghers are concerned ? 

The Soulbury Commissioners state that according to the Ministers' plan 
there is to be a House of Representatives consisting of 95 Elected Members and 
6 Nominated Members. The Commissioners approve that number as reasonable 
considering the extent of our population. Then the Conimissioneis go on' to fay. 
that they would have liked to abolish nomination altogether, but because the 
Europeans and Burghers cannot be fitted into a territorial scheme therefore they 
consent to 6 Nominated Seats. One would infer from that 'that the 6 Nomina­
ted Seats would be reserved for the Europeans and Buighers although even so 
the number is quite insufficient. But in the very next paragraph the Commif-
sioners go on to say that they trust the Muslims for instance will find adequate 
representation for themselves by means of the demarcated areas that are con­
templated. But if their hope in that respect is disappointed then they think 
that nomination will have to be resorted to. So there is the certaintv, if the 
number of Nominated Seats is limited to 6, that the Muslims, if it becomes 
necessary, will encroach on the Nominated Seats meant for Europeans and Bur­
ghers. I t is inevitable. I do not see any objection to any larger number of 
Nominated Seats being provided in order to meet the necessities of the case as 
they may arise. 

For instance, Governor Caldecott in his Despatch pointed out that there 
should be 4 seats reserved for the Europeans and 2 for the Burghers and 2 other 
seats provided for any other interests that may require nomination. So that, in 
principle, there can be no objection whatever to definite numbers being stated. 
The House will also remember what the Donoughmore Commissioners recom­
mended. Before passing on to that recommendation I might state that Governor 
Caldecott contemplated 8 Nominate4 Seats in all when he envisaged an in­
creased House of only about 70 ; that is to say, the present House added to by 
about 10 extra territorial seats which would go to the Kandyans. 

The House will remember that the Donoughmore Commissioners recom­
mended a House of 65 elected members, and as against this number they recom­
mended so many as 12 nominated seats of which they said that Europeans 
might have up to 6. Now our present Constitution is going to provide in the 
House of Representatives 05 Elected Members. So who will say that the nomi­
nated seats provided in the Soulbury Report is adequate? But when the 
Donoughmore Commissioners'recommendation was modified the total of elected 
seats was reduced to 50 and the nominated seats to 8. The House will see the 
result- Today the Burgher Community is represented here by just 1 Member 
who is hardly well enough to appear in public at the present moment, and there 
is nobody to take his place. I hope it will come home as one illustration of the 
great need for a more liberal representation of our community under the pro'-
posed Constitution. 

T wish to say something on the subject of communal representation because 
I think the mind of the Secretary of State has to be disabused on the matter. 
The House will remember that the trouble started when the Montague-Chelms-
ford Commission reported on the Indian Constitution. They were the first to 
condemn communal representation. But yet they could not avoid facing facts 
and so they provided schemes of communal representation. As the House 
knows, the India Government Act of 1935 is based on communal represen­
tation. 

Then J would like to point out that the Donoughmore Commissioners were 
simply repeating, as regards communal representation, what the Monta£rue-
Chelmsford Report had said. They seemed to be most illogical because when 
the Donoughmore Commission came to this Island there had been communal 
representation for 100 years, and although thev condemned it very stronglv as 
being a canker on the bodv politic, thev admitted that communal members 
almost toa man had risen above communal considerations and paid heed to the 
general interests of the Island, I t was therefore clearly a case of non sequitur to 
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say that communal representation ought to be abolished, and it only shows that 
when even able men adopt a deductive theory they cling to that theory in spite 
of what inductive evidence points to. 

After the Donoughmore Commission came the Soulbury Commission. And 
what did they find ? Their Report teems with passages which go to show that 
Ceylon is hardly suited for complete territoiial representation. In fact, you will 
remember the passage in which they say that the Donoughmore Commission has 
been blamed for the growth of communal feeling; but they are very emphatic 
on the point that racial feeling in Ceylon is almost endemic, very deep-seated, 
very widespread, almost an antiquity. I do not think that recent history has 
failed to teach us tragically that racial feelings are a part of human nature and 
we cannot ignore them in any Constitution we may frame. 

Very often when the subject of communal representation is mentioned the 
blame is put on the minorities as if it is they who suffer from communal feelings, 
but I can refer to^passages in addition to that just quoted from the Soulbury 
Commission's Report to show that the whole population is tainted with com­
munal feelings ; and why the minorities ask for special representation is not be­
cause they suffer from communal feelings but because human nature being what 
it is there is communal feeling in the whole population. 

I should like to refer to another passage in the Soulbury Report in which 
they suggest certain devices for getting over the difficulties that minorities have 
to face. They suggest the introduction of multi-member constituencies and 
the demarcation of territories with a concentrated population, where there 
■is any such, of Muslims or Burghers. In that way they think it will be possible 
for Muslims and Burghers and others to succeed owing to the clash between 
other creeds and races. 

That was a strange suggestion to make. I could hardly believe my eyes 
when I read it. I was wondering, " Do I sleep ? Do I dream ? " Here are men 
burning incense to the god of territorialism and practically putting a premium 
on communal feelings. It only shows that there is in the emphasis laid on terri­
torial representation a good deal of make-believe. 

I do not want to take up more of the time of the House, and I am not physi­
cally capable of doing so, but I would like to refer to one or two authorities 
quoted sometimes against us and some which are on our side. You have the case 
of Canada which is often referred to as a standard example to show that you 
have only to give responsible government to any community that has racial 
differences and then those differences vanish. That is only a partial statement 
of the case. Lord Durham emphasised the point that the French and the Eng­
lish should have fair representation as a necessary aid to responsible government. 
Yet responsible government did not altogether succeed. It took another 20 
years before a Federal Government was established in order to give Lower 
Canada its own legislature and Upper Canada also its own legislature. I trust 
that this of t misquoted chapter of history will be remembered not against the 
minorities but in their favour. 

Then, Sir, it was only a month or so ago that the present Trime Minister, 
Mr. Attiee, told the British Trade Union Congress that where the suppression of 
minority views takes place there is no real democracy. That is in accordance 
with facts. 

I have already quoted to you what the London Economist said and that is a 
warning to be borne in mind. I do not say it is the intention of any community 
here, the major community particularly, to exterminate politically any of the 
smaller communities, but as an old philosopher pointed out with great com-
monsense: 

" Things are what they are and the consequences of them will be what they 
will be ", whatever men intend. 

Knd in the Constitution as proposed the Burghers will have very little room for 
political life. 

I wish to add in regard to the Burghers—and the Leader of the House him-
self acknowledged it generously—that they played a considerable part in the 
progress of Ceylon during thelast century. They led all public movements with 
great acceptance to the more permanent communities in the Island, and if things 
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have BOW changed there is no reason why they should not be given an opportu­
nity of contributing as much as they can, in spite of difficulties, so far as circum­
stances permit. 

I do not want to discuss any of the constitutional questions raised in the 
new proposals. I only say that we accept the New Constitution and trust that 
in the administration of the Island in the next few years Ceylonese will show 
such equitableness and capacity that a further step forward may be taken as 
soon as possible." 

DUTCH MONUMENTS. 

U n d e r the auspices of t h e S t a n d i n g C o m m i t t e e for H i s t o r i c a l 
M o n u m e n t s and M a n u s c r i p t s , Dr . S. P a r a n a v i t a n a , t h e Archaeo­
logical Commiss ioner , a t a recent, m e e t i n g reviewed t h e s t eps so far 
t aken to conse rve D u t c h M o n u m e n t s and to p roc l a im t h e m as 
places of a rchaeologica l i n t e r e s t . T h e ta lk was preceded by a s h o r t 
pape r by Mr. R. L. Brohie r , t he S e c r e t a r y of t h i s S t a n d i n g Com­
mi t t ee , wh ich provided a background for t he speaker ' s r e m a r k s . 

Dr . P a r a n a v i t a n a prefaced his talk by o b s e r v i n g ^ t h a t he had 
come more w i t h t h e object of ob t a in ing in fo rma t ion on t h e subject 
t h a n of i m p a r t i n g i t . H e inv i ted sugges t ions f rom t h e m e m b e r s of 
t h e Union and o t h e r s i n t e r e s t e d in t h e p rese rva t ion of t h e D u t c h 
M o n u m e n t s a l ready t a k e n over by t h e Archaeological D e p a r t m e n t , 
and of t h o s e which should be p ro t ec t ed or conserved as coming 
wi th in t h e t e r r a s of t h e Ant iqu i t i e s Ord inance , 

Descr ibing t h e s t eps t a k e n to p ro t ec t t h e Du tch Churches a t 
K a l p i t i y a a n d Manaa r , Dr . P a r a n a v i t a n a proceeded t o show h o w in 
t h e case of some bui ld ings and o the r m o n u m e n t s , cons iderable 
damage h a d a l ready been done by t h e t ime his D e p a r t m e n t took 
some of t h e m over for a p p r o p r i a t e ac t ion . They had t o be t h a n k f u l 
to Mr. G. A. Wil le , w h o took up t h e ques t ion in t h e S t a t e Counci l 
in 1940, as a r e su l t of wh ich t h e G o v e r n m e n t received an impe tus 
t o take a more prac t ica l i n t e r e s t in t h e p r e s e r v a t i o n of D u t c h monu­
m e n t s . He explained t h a t t h e m o n u m e n t s in p r i v a t e o w n e r s h i p 
could only be declared " p r o t e c t e d " unde r t h e An t iqu i t i e s Ordin­
ance , while t h o s e be longing to t h e Crown could be procla imed 
Archaeological Reserves . Those so far procla imed as Reserves were : 
T h e F o r t s a t Galle, Ka lp i t iya , Jaffna, B a t t i c a l o a , a n d K a t u v a n a ; 
t he S ta r F o r t a t Ma ta ra , and t h e D u t c h Burial Ground at. 
Negombo. 

Dr . P a r a n a v i t a n a said t h a t t h e D u t c h h is tor ica l m o n u m e n t s , 
which were an t iqu i t i e s in t h e sense t h a t all memor ia l s pr ior to 1817 
were cons idered ant iqui t ies . , should h a v e a n equa l p lace wi th o t h e r 
anc ien t ■monuments in t h e educa t ion of t h e people. 

Referr ing t o t he modern acc re t ions on t h e s i tes of m o n u m e n t s ! 
he r e m a r k e d t h a t every endeavour would be made t o have t h e m re ­
moved. I n Jaffna, Galle and o t h e r i m p o r t a n t places, c u s t o d i a n s 
were be ing a p p o i n t e d t o look a f t e r t h e m o n u m e n t s . A good idea 
would be to h a v e proper descr ip t ions of t he D u t c h m o n u m e n t s made 
and publ i shed . They should h a v e a n a r c h i t e c t u r a l su rvey of all 
DuGoh for t resses in t h e I s land , and publ ished i l l u s t r a t i o n s for t h e 
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i n f o r m a t i o n of t hose i n t e r e s t e d in D u t c h a r c h i t e c t u r e . H e had t h a t 
projec t in view a n d be i av i t ed t h e a s s i s t a n c e of those who were in 
a posi t ion to help h im in t h a t task , as well as t h e p r e p a r a t i o n of ah 
a r c h i t e c t u r a l monograph to those m o n u m e n t s . 

Dr . P a r a n a v i t a r n a f u r t h e r sugges ted t h e pub l i ca t ion of a smal l 
' pamph le t or handbook for t h e benefit of vis i tors and t o u r i s t s , who 
should find in- such l i t e r a t u r e , brief descr ip t ions of t h e sa l i en t his­
tor ical a n d a r c h i t e c t u r a l c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s of t h e more p r o m i n e n t 
m o n u m e n t s . If such a work was done, t h o s e m o n u m e n t s could play 
a g r e a t e r p a r t in t h e t e ach ing of h i s t o r y t h a n t h e y did t o d a y . The 
D u t c h m o n u m e n t s were well sui ted to t h a t purpose , because t h e y 
were located in t he popular t o w n s in t h e I s land . 

The following is a s u m m a r y of Mr. R. L Broh ie r ' s paper :-— 
W h e n I had t h e p leasure of add re s s ing you some t ime ago on 

t h e objects of t h e H i s t o r i c a l M o n u m e n t s a n d M a n u s c r i p t C o m m i t t e e , 
I r e m i n d e d you t h a t t h e r e were t h r e e founda t ions on which h i s t o r y 
reposes , namely , Trad i t ion , M o n u m e n t ' a n d Manusc r ip t . I v e n t u r e d 
to say t h a t t he sense of Sinhalese n a t i o n a l i t y would not have sur­
vived 2000 years , but for t h e visible evidence of t he i r pas t g r e a t n e s s . 
I observed t h a t t he m o n u m e n t s of t h e Du tch period were t h e mos t 
t angib le l inks wi th a pas t which helped us t o es tab l i sh communa l 
i den t i t y . T h e scan t no t ice we have t a k e n of t h e D u t c h m o n u m e n t s 
h i t h e r t o , does n o t r e d o u n d t o our c red i t . 

The more p r o m i n e n t memor ia l s of t h e D u t c h period are t h e 
F o r t s and Churches , Of t h e l a rge r F o r t s we st i l l have Galle and 
Jaffna in t ac t . The demol i t ion of t h e Galle r a m p a r t s was t h r e a t e n e d 
some decades ago, bu t up to now they c o n t i n u e to i m p a r t a peculiar 
p ic tu resquen^ss to t he t o w n . The re a re smal le r F o r t s a t Kalp i t iya , 
Manaar , Hamenhe i l , Ba t t i c a loa and M a t a r a , all in fair p rese rva t ion ; 
and a few r e m a i n s a t Negombo, K a l u t a r a and a t some places a few 
mi les away from t h e coast . N a t u r a l l y very l i t t l e is left of t h e F o r t 
of Colombo. The r a m p a r t s were pulled down abou t 100 years ago 
to make "the town more spacious a n d breezy. Un t i l recent ly t h e r e 
s tood beh ind Queen 's H o u s e an un ique wicke t -ga te . This too was 
demol ished w i t h t h e recklessness wh ich seems to h a v e been a 
fea ture of t h e d e s t r u c t i o n done in t h e r ecen t pas t . The por t ions 
mos t d i s t inc t ly D u t c h a b o u t these F o r t s is t h e Ga teway . We should 
endeavour t o have t he se a t leas t p ro t ec t ed for all t ime , 

Regard ing t h e larger Churches , t h e one a t Galle known as 
Groote Kerk, and t h e one a t Colombo, in t h e Gorden Gardens , were 
demol i shed before B r i t i s h occupat ion. T h e Jaffna Church , t h e 
oldest of th i s c lass of building, is t h e p roper ty of t h e Crown. The 
G a l l e , ' M a t a r a and t h e Wolvendaa l Churches belong to t h e consis­
t o r y of t h e D u t c h Reformed Church. They are all unique reposi­
to r i es of D u t c h h i s t o r y , and some j o i n t ac t ion be tween G o v e r n m e n t 
a n d t h e p r iva t e owners for p ro t ec t ing t h e more i m p o r t a n t memo­
r i a l s in t h e m seems des i rab le . 

T h e r e a re a few smal l c h u r c h e s in t h e Jaffna Pen insu la , in ru in , 
They have special a r c h i t e c t u r a l fea tures , and are well wor th pre-
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serv ing for v is i tors imbued with a n t i q u a r i a n i n t e r e s t who may find 
t hemse lves in t h e n o r t h e r n p a r t s . Negombo had a church , and so 
h a d Ba t t i ca loa , b u t t hey have d isappeared . 

We n e s t come to t h e old D u t c h '* K e r k o f s " or bur ia l g r o u n d s . 
No v i s i to r to t he se l a n d m a r k s loca ted a t all i m p o r t a n t places in 
D u t c h t i m e s can h a v e failed to not ice t h e ca re lessness and w a n t of 
reverence for t he se memor ia l s d isplayed by t h e successors a n d 
d e s c e n d a n t s of t h e D u t c h . T h e eas i ly po r t ab le h e a d - s t o n e s h a v e 
been r emoved ; some h a v e been c u t up for bui lding purposes and to 
pave t h e floors of p r iva t e houses . O t h e r s se rved excel lent ly as 
cover ings for d r a i n s and for s t eps . Ev idence is not w a n t i n g t h a t 
t he se D u t c h t o m b - s t o n e s were used for c o m m e m o r a t i n g persons 
who died in t h e Br i t i sh period, by f resh insc r ip t ions on t h e reverse 
of t h e s t o n e . Many a s tone set in br ick-work , or used as m u r a l t a b ­
le t s in c h u r c h e s , possibly h a v e ea r l i e r Du tch in sc r ip t ions on t h e 
back of t h e m . 

T h e r e a re few D u t c h bui ld ings of t h e domes t i c t y p e e x t a n t in 
Colombo. The las t c e n t u r y saw t h e modern i sa t ion of m a n y of t h e m . 
After m u c h sea rch only one of t h e m can be found in C h a t h a m 
S t r ee t . I n t he P e t t a h , wh ich r ema ined a Dutch q u a r t e r longer t h a n 
t h e F o r t of Colombo, m a n y d i s t inc t ive f ea tu re s of t he D u t c h build­
ings ware r ecen t ly disclosed when demol i t ion was effected to provide 
fire-gaps for t he c i ty . I n Pr ince S t r e e t t h e r e s t i l l s t a n d s t he old 
D u t c h O r p h a n House , now t h e Pos t Office. I t is an un ique rel ic of 
t h e period. 

The only o u t s t a t i o n town which is s t i l l r edo len t of t h e period 
in wh ich i t was a D u t c h s e t t l e m e n t is t h e Galle P o r t — n a r r o w 
s t r ee t s , wooden pi l lars , pecul iar o r n a m e n t a l f an l igh t s and doorway 
l in te l s , floors paved wi th la rge br icks , and t h e c h a r a c t e r i s t i c 
fea ture of D u t c h colonial a r c h i t e c t u r e , t h e gable , a re s t i l l m u c h in 
ev idence . 

T h e seeker af ter re l ics of D u t c h t i m e s in B e n t o t a will find an 
old c h u r c h and school hal l , still being used as a school . I t h a s a 
h i s t o ry and a n insc r ip t ion . At Amba langoda t h e r e is an o th e r 
church-school , now used p a r t l y as t h e Ees thouse ga rage and par t ly 
as a Village Cour t . W h a t is t o be deplored is t h e fac t t h a t t h i s 
building was paved wi th t he g rave s tones of p r o m i n e n t pe rsonages 
who were bu r i ed t h e r e . These possibly st i l l lie below t h e pre­
s e n t floor. I t should be n o g r e a t t a sk t o move t h e m t o a p lace of 
sa fe ty . 

For w h a t was done in t h e p a s t t h e g r a t i t u d e of every m e m b e r 
of our c o m m u n i t y m u s t go ou t to t h e smal l band of Revenue Officers 
who di rec ted t h e i r energies to p rese rve t he rel ics of t h e Po r tuguese 
and Dutch t i m e s by every possible m e a n s . F o r e m o s t among t h e m 
was J . P . Lawis . H e left no D u t c h m o n u m e n t unvis i t ed , and essay­
ed a g r e a t t a s k indeed when he b r o u g h t t h e m to t h e no t i ce of t h e 
publ ic in h i s book " T o m b s t o n e s and M o n u m e n t s in Ceylon ." 

S i r ' E m e r s o n T e n n e n t refer red to t h e Du tch in Ceylon as ' an 
expir ing c o m m u n i t y in C o l o m b o " . I t is gra t i fy ing to know t h a t 
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94 years af ter , t h i s expiring c o m m u n i t y can view t h e memor i a l s of 
t h e D u t c h period w i t h a measu re of i n t e r e s t . I t is r idiculous t o 
imag ine t h a t we can rect ify t h e neglec t of a cen tu ry and a half in 
a decade or two . This work of conse rva t ion and p rese rva t ion is one 
t h a t will need t h e co-opera t ion of g e n e r a t i o n s . W h a t is m o r e , wo 

'# m u s t rea l i se t h a t t h e r e will be cases where s e n t i m e n t m u s t give 
way to u t i l i ty . There are a l t e r a t i o n s which m u s t involve t he dis­
pe r s ion of some of t he se memor ia l s , b u t happi ly t h a t day w h e n de­
mol i t ion or acc re t ion was left t o t h e will and decision of pe r sons 
who were no t c o m p e t e n t t o decide, have passed away . We embark 
on a n e w era w i t h much g r e a t e r hope t h a t t h e m o n u m e n t s of t he 
D u t c h Pe r iod will find a place in i m p a r t i n g t h e h i s to ry of Ceylon's 
pas t . 

GENEALOGY OF THE FAMILY OF HASSEL-
MEYER OF CEYLON. 

(Compiled by Mr. D. V. AUendorff). 

I. 
J o h a n n e s H a z e l m y e r of Eyzer loon , Corporaal in t h e service of 

t h e Du tch E a s t Ind ia Company, m a r r i e d in t h e D u t c h Reformed 
Church , Wolvendaa l , 13th May 1770, O a t h a r i n a Spaar , and he had 
by h e r : — 

1 J o h a n n e s , who follows under I I . 
2 Mar ia F ranc ina , mar r ied in t h e D u t c h Reformed Church, 

Wolvendaal , 2nd May 1790, J e a n H e n r y B a t t a of Deone, 
Soldaat in t h e D u t c h E a s t Ind ia Company. 

I I . 
J o h a n n e s Haze lmyer , bapt ised 5 th May 1771, mar r i ed in t h e 

Dutoh Reformed Church , Wolvendaa l , 15th April 1810, J o h a n n a 
H e n r i a t t a M a t t h y s z , and he had by he r :— 

1 J o h a n Andreas Franco i s , who follows under I I I . 
I I I . 

J o h a n Andreas Franco is ETasselmeyer, bapt i sed 27th J a n u a r y 
1812, mar r ied in t h e D u t c h Reformed Church , Wolvendaal , 11th 
May 1840, Anna H e l e n a Eber t , bapt i sed 9th October 1808, died 23rd 
J a n u a r y 1876, d a u g h t e r of Rooloff H e n d r i k E b e r t and J o h a n n a 
S u s a n n a de W a a s . (D.B.U Journa l , Voh VI , page 78). He had by 
her:— 

1 E d m u n d Joseph , who follows u n d e r IV. 
2 J o h a n n a H e n d r i a t t a , born 28th April 1845, mar r ied in t h e 

Du tch Reformed Church , W o l v e n d a a l , 1st May 1865, E d w i n 
D u n c a n Soer t s , H e a d Clerk, K a c h c h e r i , Galle, b o r n 21st 
Sep tember 1843, son of H e n r i c u s Alexander Soer t s and E l i ­
zabe th H e n r i e t t a . Lourensz , (D-B.U. Jou rna l , Vol. V I I I , 
page 71). 
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IV. 
E d m u n d Joseph Hasse lmeyer , born 16th April 184?, died 1898, 

mar r ied in Holy T r in i t y Church , Colombo, 23rd Augus t 1874, Eliza­
beth. I r v i n e , and he h a d by her*.— 

1 J o h n F ranc i s , who follows under V. 

V. 
J o h n F r a n c i s Hasse lmeyer , born 27th March 1876, mar r i ed i n 

St. Pau l ' s Church , P e t t a h , Colombo, 30th April 1918, Josl in El la 
P i e r e s , born 26th November 1876, d a u g h t e r of E d w a r d Pieres and 
Susan Wil l iams. H e h a d by her :— 

1 Jocelyn Edward Kar l , born 24th Feb rua ry 1914. 
2 . Luci l le I rv ine , bo rn 14th M a r c h 1915. 
3 E d m u n d Vernon Royce, born 10th April 1917, 

AM ACCOUNT OF CEYLON 

B Y T H O M A S P E N N A N T . 

(Continued from Page 60 of the issue for October, 1945), 

The Pandanus Odaratissimns, Linn. Suppl. PI. 4. 424, Bumph,.iv. 
P. 139, tab. 74. Bromelia, &c. Fl. Zeyl. P. 54, is a native of this island, 
and also of Egypt.* I t is the most fragrant of flowers, and its ecent so 
diffusive, t ha t a single spike will perfume a whole chamber. I t has 
the appearance of the Ananas, or Pine-apple. There are many varieties 
of it. in Rumphius. The finest he distinguishes by the name of the Wild 
Pine. The Portuguese call it Ananas Brava. The fruit is red, and of 
the aize of a melon. The Juice is used medically in t he Erysipelas, &o. 

Sativa, v. tab, 130, This species has a clustered roo t ; grows wild 
in Jamaica, but is greatly cultivated in India as a food. D. Pentaphylla. 
v, tab. 127, and Alata, Biown's Jamaica, 859, Gerard, 925. The last 
the useful yams of the Weat Indies , are of equal service for their salu­
ta ry roots as a food. These, and numbers of other congenerous twining 
Plants , assist to support the Indian Peasantry, content with simple 
diet. 

Papaya, Trew Ehret tab. 8, is common to the Eas t and West 
Indies, and to Senegal. I t is a singular tree, having the fruit growing 
out of the sides of the stem, of the form of a melon, and rib.bed, filled 
in the inside with seeds, and is as large as a child's head : the stem is 
quite straight, the leaves large, and divided into numbers of lobes. This 
tree is supposed to have been introduced by the Portuguese from the 
Brazils in to ' the Eas t Indies ; many other species, now common there, 
are thought to have been brought by them from the new world. 

Paradisiaca, v. tab. 60, Trew Ehret. tab. 18, 29, 20. This is the 
celebrated plant which the Jews believe to have been the tree of know­
ledge of good and evil, placed in the midst of the Garden ofEden, which 

•Forskhal, PI. Egypt P. 172. 
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our great mother was forbidden to touch ; and by her disobedience 
brought such heavy penalty on all her offspring. Milton does not 
a t t empt to describe, i t ; be only says-— 

A bough of fairest fruit, tha t downy smil'd, 
New gather 'd, and ambrosial smell diffus'd. 

Moderns do not speak in raptures of the fruit. Sir Joseph Banks gives 
the most favourable account, tha t they all have a pleasant vinous taste. 
Three species merit tha t praise ; the others must be dressed by frying 
or boiling, and so eaten as bread. But the form of the plant is the most 
grotesque in nature, and most rich when loaden, as it is, "with its 
splendid looking fruit. The stem grows to the height of ten or twelve 
feet, and to the thickness of a man's leg, yet can readily he cut through 
with a knife ; nei ther does it live above two years. I t cannot rise to 
the dignity of a tree. I t s leaves are the largest of any known vegetable ; 
some are more than twelve feet long, and two broad; are very smooth, 
of an elegant green above, and yellow beneath ;. they more resemble 
psiper than a leaf, and give a most rustling sound. The fruit grows in 
vast dus te r s , and is of an oblong shape, and is filled with a pulp soft as 
butter . Doctor Trew, by the skilful hand of Ehret , gives of it the most 
comprehensive idea. 

Pala Plinii. This fine plant was not overlooked by the ant ients . 
Pliny certainly means this species by his Pala, which he describes in 
these words, lib. xii. c. C,— ' Major alia poms at suavitate praecellen-
tior, quo sapientes Indorum vivunt, Folium alas avium imitatur longi-
tudine tr ium cubitorum, latitudine duum. Fructum cortice emitti t , 
admirabilem sucei dulcidine, ut uno qnatsrnos satiet. Arbori oomen 
palae, porno arienae." 

This account agrees well, not only in the size of the leaves and 
fruit, and delicacy of the pulp, but it also gives us.reason to suppose, 
tha t there had been some tradition delivered down to the Indians of its 
having been the Paradisiacal tree, and tha t it continued the food of the 
wise men, or the Brahmins, as if it was supposed to still have power cf 
imparting wisdom to those who fed on its fruits. Linnaeus gives the 
name of ''Miisa sapientum, Trew's Ehret , tab . 21 , 22, 23, to another 
species, with a shorter fruit. By the triyial ha seems to think this to 
have been the tree of knowledge: but to decide on the important dispute 
is.far beyond my abilities.-

Serpentinum,—vii. tab. 16 is a plank of most potent virtues, as an 
alesipharmic, and has been spoken of before. 

Orien tails,—iv. tab. 71, is the Boffu, the hark of fishermen, from 
its great use in dying their nets, and giving them durability. 

Nodosa, M. Bigemina M. Entada, JacQ- Am. 265. tab. 1S3. M. 
Scandens, Bumph. v. tab. 4. M. Virgata, Btirman. Zeyl. tab. 2. M. 
Caesia, Fl. Zeyl. p. 217. M. Pmnata, Burman. Zeyl. tab. 1, a most 
elegant species, with the flower branching on the summit in the lightest 
manner. M. Tenuifolia Syst. PI. iv. 353. 

Ficus, Indioa, Bumph. Amboin, iii. tab. 85. I have, at page 307^ 
quite out of course, anticipated the account of this wonderful species, 
perhaps through zoological partiality. 

Bdigiosa is perhaps the Arbor conciliorum of Rumphius, ' i i i . tab. 
9 1 , 92, Arcalu, Bheed. Malabar. 1 tab. 27. This is also a very singular 
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kind ; the body rude to the highest degree, as if formed o,f the accretion 
of many trunks, angular, and in many places cavernous. The branches 
spread out most extensively on the sides, grow across, interwoven with 
each other, and often growing together, so tha t the whole has the 
appearance of some Lithodendra: the leaves of a pleasant green, and 
placed so closely, aa to form the thickest shade : the fruit email and 
round, of a faint tas te , but are quickly devoured by the birds. 

This tree has been venerated in India from the earliest times. The 
god Earn, charmed with its grotesque appearance, directed that worship 
should be paid to it. .The superstition has been retained to this day, 
lb is called the Pagoda tree, and tree of councils : the first from the 
idols placed under its shade ; the second, because meetings were held 
under its cool branches. In Borne places it is believed to be the haunt of 
spectres as the antient spreading oaks of Wales have been of fairies. 
In others are erected, beneath the shade, pillars of stones or posts, ele­
gantly carved, and ornamented with the most beautiful porcellare, to 
supply the use of mirrors, Near Tanjore is one of a most prodigious 
size. 

(To be continued). 

NOTES OF EVENTS. 
Summary of Proceedings of the General Committee—16th Oc/ober 

7945:— ( l ) A vote of condolence was passed on t h e d e a t h of Mr. D . 
D. Jansz , (2) A vote of t h a n k s was passed t o Mr. de Wi ld t , Mr. A. 
0 . Tu t e in -No l then ius and t h e A m a t e u r Cine Service for t he i r assis­
t a n c e in t h e C inema Show in aid ,of t h e He lp Ho l l and F u n d . (8) 
Mr . T. B . Oollette was appo in t ed Sec re t a ry of t h e E n t e r t a i n m e n t 
C o m m i t t e e vice Mr. F . W. de Vos res igned. (4) A vote of t h a n k s 
was passed to Dr. R.' L. Sp i t t e l for t h e gift of a piece of land dona t ed 
t o t he Union for a H o m e for t h e Poor . (5) Mr. H. E . S. de K r e t s e r 
under took t o a r r ange for a P r o g r a m m e of l e c tu r e s . (6) I t was de­
cided no t to re - le t t h e D.B.U. Rooms when t h e y next fall v a c a n t 
pend ing a decision aa to t h e i r fu ture use. (7) Mr. Leslie F o e n a n d e r 
was a d m i t t e d a s a member . 

20th November, 1945. (1) Votes of condolence were passed on 
t h e d e a t h s of Mrs . J . P . de Vos, Mr. L. C. Aus t in a n d Mr. H. L. 
B a r t h o l o m e u s a . (2) T h e P r e s i d e n t repor ted t h a t a cable bad been 
s e n t t o t h e Secre ta ry of S t a t e urg ing a l lo tmen t of a specific n u m b e r 
of s e a t s for t h e B u r g h e r s and o t h e r s . (3) Decided t h a t as t h e D u t c h 
B u r g h e r U n i o n w a s founded for c u l t u r a l and social service purposes 
and not for pol i t ical purposes , i t is cons idered desirable t h a t in futnre 
i t s ac t iv i t ies should be confined to t h e fu r the rance of t h e objects 
specified in t h e C o n s t i t u t i o n . (4) I t was r epor t ed t h a t a t o t a l of 
Rs. 3,742.66 had been collected for t h e H e l p Hol land Fund . (5) The 
following n e w m e m b e r s wejre admitted:—- Messrs . R. L. G. van 
H o u t e n , H . V. T. Leembruggen , E . St . C. Rode, H . H . B a r t h o l o m e u s z 
and F . S. V. Wr igh t . 

18th December, 1945:—Votes of condolence were passed on t h e 
d e a t h s of Mr. H . L. "VVendt a n d Mrs . M a r t e n s z , m o t h e r of Mr. J . A. 
Mar t ensz . (2) A repor t was read regard ing t h e work done by t h e 
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S t . Nicolaas Fund , and t h e Commi t t ee in charge of t he Uund re-
gues ted t h a t i t should be b r o u g h t in to r e l a t i onsh ip wi th t he D u t c h 
B u r g h e r Union . T h e reques t was acceded t o and the following 
m e m b e r s were appo in ted to form t h e St . Nicolaas H o m e sub-Com­
m i t t e e : —The P r e s i d e n t , Secre ta ry , and Treasure r {ece-officio), Messrs . 
O. L. de K r e t s e r (Sr.), J . E . Toussa in t , R. L . Brohie r , 0 . A. Spelde-
winde, Ales V a n d e r S t r a a t e n , E . A. V a n d e r S t r a a t e n , I.S.O., H Vanden 
Dr iesen , Dr. S a m de Vos, Miss Violet Vande rS t r aa t en , Mess rs . C. P . 
Broh ie r , C. L. Bel ing, Col. V. H. L. A n t h o n i s z , Col. W. E. V. de Eooy, 
Mr. K e n n e t h de K r e t s e r , Mrs. A..L. B F e r d i n a n d , Miss M. Vanden-
Driesen , Mrs. R. B. Jansn , Dr . R. L. Sp i t t e l , and Mr. F r e d Loos (Se­
c r e t a r y and Convener) w i t h power t o co-opt m e m b e r s , i ts du t ies 
be ing to col lect funds a n d t o build, equip , m a i n t a i n a n d a d m i n i s t e r 
t h e proposed H o m e . (3) The ques t ion of a p p o i n t i n g a ful l- t ime Se­
c r e t a r y and T r e a s u r e r was considered, and t h e following C o m m i t t e e 
was appo in t ed t o r e p o r t on t h e m a t t e r : — T h e Pres iden t , S e c r e t a r y , 
T r e a s u r e r , Messrs . J . R. Toussa in t , E. A. V a n d e r S t r a a t e n , R. L. Bro­
hier , W. E. V. de Roy, C. A. Speldewinde, F . R. Loos, 0 . L. Bel ing, 
■Dr V. R. S c h o k m a n , a n d Dr . Sam de Vos. (4) Messrs . R. C. "W. 
P a u l u s z and Mr, F . V. F e r d i n a n d s were re-elected as members . 

Founder's Day — ; W e publ i sh e l sewhere Mr. W . E . V. de Rooy's 
addres s on F o u n d e r ' s Day, a n d we give below t h e P r e s i d e n t ' s re­
m a r k s a t t h e opening of t h e Celebra t ions . Mr. K e n n e t h de K r e t s e r 
s a i d ; " Th i s is our Day of R e m e m b r a n c e . To-day, as in p rev ious 
yea r s , we h a v e ga the red h e r e t o pay t r i b u t e a n d h o n o u r t h e m e m o r y 
of t h e l a t e Mr. R. G. Anthon isz , t h e F o u n d e r of t h e Union , whose 
p o r t r a i t you see yonder . Thi r ty -seven yea r s ago t h e l a t e Mr. Antho­
n i sz , t h a t g rea t a n d s imple m a n , ass i s ted by a few o t h e r s , had t h e 
fo res igh t to realize t h a t un less our C o m m u n i t y was un i t ed by an 
Associa t ion of th i s n a t u r e , we were in danger of losing our i den t i t y 
and place in t h e well-being of t h e C o u n t r y . We , older m e m b e r s , 
who had t h e privi lege of meet ing a n d knowing h im, will n o t forget 
h i m — t o you younger members his is b u t a n a m e , bu t ju s t as you 
were t a u g h t in H i s t o r y to r e m e m b e r g r e a t men, I ask you to t h i n k 
of Mr. An thon i sz as one who s t rove h i s u t m o s t to up-lift and keep 
t h e C o m m u n i t y t oge the r . We are to-day pass ing t h r o u g h cr i t i ca l 
t i m e s , and a t no per iod in t h e h i s to ry of t h e C o m m u n i t y h a s it been 
so necessa ry for us t o keep t o g e t h e r and m a i n t a i n our i d e n t i t y . 
J u s t as an E n g l i s h m a n , a F r e n c h m a n , a S inha lese or a Tami l is 
proud of h i s i d e n t i t y and holds i t sacred, so is a D u t e h - B u r g h e r . We 
a re proud of t h e t r a d i t i o n and cu l tu re left t o us as our h e r i t a g e by 
oui* forebears t h e Dutch . There is, however , one i m p o r t a n t differ­
ence be tween the E u r o p e a n s who l ive he re and ourselves, and t h a t 
is t o us Ceylon is t h e l and of our adopt ion , i.e. our home , and t h e r e ­
fore, a l t hough we are D u t c h Burghe r s , we are no t unmindful of t h e 
fact t h a t we are also Ceylonese. 

" Our r e l a t i ons w i t h t h e o t h e r Communi t ies h a v e a lways been 
cordia l and I t r u s t will a lways r e m a i n so. A l t h o u g h I say it myself, 
I t h ink we h a v e earned a r epu t a t i on for our in t eg r i ty , in te l l igence 
a n d good c i t i zensh ip , a n d t h e o t h e r C o m m u n i t i e s m a y r e s t a s su red 
t h a t we a r e ready t o help t h e m , for we a r e as keen as t hey are t o see 
t h e coiinftrv advance an lone? as it is in M R fiffhfc f?if»«t.ir\n Wo W « Q 
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with us to-day a few representatives of the other Communities, and 
I wish them to know tha t we are very happy to have them with us 
on this memorable day. We also have the Founder's son-in-law, 
Mr. Koch, who is here on a holiday from Australia. We are very 
pleased to see him. At oar Founder's Day celebrations we make it 
a point to refresh our minds ia regard to our past history and what 
we stand for. To-day we have our good friend, Col. W. B. V. de 
Rooy, to tell us about the history of our Union. As I told you once 
before, Col. de Rooy is to a great extent responsible for the construc­
tion oi: this nice building in which we meet to-day. I have great 
pleasure in cailing upon Col. de Rooy to address us.*' 

Obituary:—We regret to record the death, in December 
1945, of Mr. Henry Lorenz Wendt. A son of the late Mr. Justice 
Wendt, the deceased followed in the footsteps of his father, and his 
career in the Legal Department gave every promise of being as dis­
tinguished as that of his father had been. After serving as an 
Assistant Legal Draughtsman for some years, he was appointed 
District Judge of Galle, and thereafter Commissioner of Requests, 
Colombo, He was held in much esteem by the members of the Bar, 
who appeared before him, for his high qualities of head and heart. 
But he was compelled by ill-health to retire while still comparatively 
young, and his .sudden death at the age of 41 came as a shock to his 
friends. 

News from Holland. " Let me tell you that the records at the 
Hague are in excellent condition ". This news comes in a letter from 
Miss M. W. Jurriaanse, written to a friend in Ceylon recently. Con­
tinuing, she says:—"Our poor country has not lost those treasures of 
the past. Wa are slowly getting on our feet again, but the job will be 
bard ". 

Readers will recall that Miss Jurriaanse spent some years in 
Ceylon, translating and compiling a " Catalogue "of the Archives of the 
Dutch Central Governmenb of Coastal Ceylon, 1640—1796". On the 
termination of her agreement she left for tbe United States of America, 
bufi would appear to have returned to Holland on the 15th of August), 
and assumed duties aa Archivist of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs. 

" My room ", she says, in her letter, " is beautiful, and furnished 
with the furniture formerly belonging to Seyss Inquart, the tyrant of 
Holland ". She ends up by saying : " I long for your beautiful Island 
where there is no winter and the hardships of life seem easy compared 
with what is going on in our crowded bombed towns".—(Communi­
cated). 

Help Holland Fund. In acknowledging receipt of the D.B.TJ. con­
tribution of Ks. 3,238 towards this Fund, the Honorary Secretary, Mr. 
R. G. Gibson.wrote as follows:—"I wish to express on behalf of the 
members of the Help Holland Committee our sincere thanks and great 
admiration for the magnificent response your Union has made to the 
appeal, which, coupled with the generous contributions made through 
the Dutch Reformed Church and tbe invaluable services rendered by 
our Chairman, makes a most praiseworthy total contribution from the 
Dutch Community, 

[Note by Editor: The Chairman of the Help Holland Fund waa 
Da V> B Sohokman ] 
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