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A REVIEW OF THE EARLY HISTORY 
OF THE UNION.* 

By W. E. V. D B EOOY. 

I n t rac ing t h e h i s t o ry of t he move mo tit which cu lmina t ed in 
t h e format ion of t h e D u t c h B u r g h e r Union of Ceylon, it is neces
sa ry to go back forty-five yea r s , when, in t h e year 1899, c e r t a i n 
m e m b e r s of t h e D u t c h B u r g h e r C o m m u n i t y , u n d e r t h e l e ade r sh ip 
of Mr. R. G. An thon i sz , formed an assoc ia t ion which was called 
" H et I I o 11a n d sch G ezel s eh ap van Ceylon"-— Th o D u t ch Fe 11 o w ah i p 
of Cayloa. The m e m b e r s of t h a t associa t ion in t e res t ed themse lves 
chiefly in l i t e r a ry ma t t e r s , connec ted w i t h t h e s tudy of t h e Dutch. 
l anguage and t h e ear ly h i s t o ry of t h e D u t c h in Ceylon. I t did no t 
su rv ive very long for va r ious reasons , b u t i t gave b i r t h to t h e idea 
t h a t some a c t i o n was necessary t o u n i t e , for purposes of social ser
vice and m u t u a l help, t h e d e s c e n d a n t s of t h e or iginal Du tch s e t t l e r s 
in Oeylon who decided t o r emain in t h e I s l and a t t h e t ime of i t s 
cap i tu l a t ion to t h e Br i t i sh in 1796. I t was felt t h a t unless some 
such ac t ion was t a k e n , t h e C o m m u n i t y would gradual ly be sub
merged a n d would cease t o exis t in t h i s Is land as a s e p a r a t e en t i t y . 
The man , above all o t h e r s , who carried on t h e c rusade for saving 
h i s C o m m u n i t y from ex t i nc t i on , was Mr, R. G. An thorn RK, who 
never ceased t o urge t h e necess i ty for t h e fo rmat ion of a Union of 
all t h e m e m b e r s of his C o mmun i ty . The re were some wha i ;hought 
t h a t i t was too l a t e t o do a n y t h i n g . Mr. An thon i sz fiercely repu
d ia ted such a defea t i s t a t t i t u d e , while agree ing t h a t i t would have 
been infinitely b e t t e r if a Union such as he advoca ted had. been 
formed fifty yea r s ear l ie r . 

One of h i s c o n t e m p o r a r i e s in p a r t i c u l a r who suppor ted h im 
whole-hear ted ly was t h e l a t e Dr. W. G. Van P o r t . I t WHS Dr. Van 
Dovt 's idea t h a t t he C o m m u n i t y could be uni ted unde r t h e h; inncr 
of social service and. m u t u a l help, and his lec ture on social service 
del ivered on the 22nd of F e b r u a r y 1908 was a clarion call to t he 
C o m m u n i t y . Fo r several yea r s t h i s quest ion was t h e subject of dis
cussion in t h e homes of m e m b e r s of t he C o m m u n i t y , and 

An address delivered at the Founder's Day Celebrations, 1945. 


