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A REVIEW OF THE EARLY HISTORY
~ OF THE UNION.*

By W. 1. V, pg ROQY.

In tracing the history of the movemend which culminated in
the formation of the Dateh Burgher Union of Ceylen, it is neces-
sary fo -go back lorty-live years, when, in the venr 1899, corbain
mermbers of the Dufeh Burgher Community, ander the leadership
of Mr. R, G. Anshonisz, formed an association which was ealled
“ Hat Iollandsch Gezelsehap van Ceylon " —The Dulch Fellowship
of Ceylon. The members of Lhat association infercsted themeelves
chiefly in literary matbers connected with the stidy of the Duteh
language and the early history of the Dutch in Ceylon. 1 did not
survive very long for various reasons, but it gave birth o the idea
that come action was necessaty to unite, for purposzes of social ser-
vice and mutual help, the descendantis of the original Duteh setliers
in Geylon who decided to remain in the Tsland at the time of iis
capitulation to the British in 17496, It was felt that anless some
such action was baken, the Community would gradually be sub-
merged and would cease to exist in this Island as a separate entily.
The man, above all others. who carried on the crusade for saving
his Community fram exhinciion, was Mv. R (. Anthanisz, whe
never ceased to urge the necessity for the formation of a Union of
all the members of his Community. There were soma who fhonght
that it was too late tio do anything., Mr. Anthonisz fiercely repu-
diated snch a defeabist atbitude, while agreeing that it would have
heen infinitely betfer if a Upion such as he advoeated had heen
formed fifty vears earlier. : :

One of his contemporarvies in partienlar who supported bhim
whole-heartedly was the late Dr. W. G VanUort, U was Dr. Van
Dort’s idea that the Communiby could be united under the banner
of social service and mutual help, and his leciure on social service
delivered on the 22nd of Tebruary 1908 was a clarion eall to the
Community. Forseveral years this question was the subjeel of dis-
eussion in  tha homes of members of the Community, and

Ag address delivered at the Founder’'s Day Celebrations, 104 5.
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‘Mr, Anthonisz earried on, quite a large correspendence on the subjeet
with many of his friends, some of whom had doubts whether any
good would result, not because they thought that it wounld nob be a
greab thing to form a Union, but because they feared repercussions,
both political and social. Perhaps they feared that the organiza-
bion might die fhrough inhanition and lack of workers. Most of the
douobtful ones later became staunch members of the Union, when
they realized what the true purpose and objects of the Union were.
It would be invidious to mention the names of some of the Jeading
members of the Community who enthusiastically gupported Mr,
Anthonisz in the formation of the Union, beeause in courge of timae
it beeame clear that a large body of members of the Commumty
{who were subseguently registered as original members) were in
favour of the movement, and every such member made bis or her
contribation to the formation of the Union.

It was not 6ill the year 1907 that Mr. R. G. Anthonis#’s efforts
bore fruit. On the 12th of November of that year a meeting of mem-
bers of the. Community was summoned at the Lindeay Memorial
Hall o consider whether & Union of members of the Duteh Burgher
Community in Ceylon should be formed for the purpose of promoting
their moral, social, and intellectual welfare. There was a large
gathering present and Mr. Hector vanCuylenberg presided. Dr. W.
G. VanDort, who intended to he presens, was unavoidably prevent-
ed from doing so as he was called out of Colomhbo to attend to
his professional duties, but he sent a letter expressing regret lor
his foreed obsence, and his full and warm sympathy with the
movement.

Mr. B G, Anthonisz addressed the meeting, and in the course of
his address said that it was hoped that the Union would constantly
remind the Community of their origin, and malke them live up to
the traditions of their ancestors ; that it was calculated to inspire
courage and confidence in themselves, loyalty towards their rulers,
and feelings of friendship and fellowship towards their fellow
counirymen. Mr. Anthonisz pointed out that if the Union were
properly supported, the means could be found for encouraging talent
and industry by enabling promising youth, whose advancement was
often retarded by the want of means, to pursue their studies and to
achieve success in life. How far these objects have beer achieved
is discussed later in this review.

The address was followed by the following resclution i}roboseﬂ
by Mr. Horace de Krotser and carried unanimensly :(—

“That this Meeting is of opinion that a Union of the Dutch
Burghers of Gevlon with the abject of promoting the moral, soecial
and mtellec’aua,l weltme of the Community, was very desirable

My, B, T, Chrlst()'[(.elsz then proposed :—" Thal the foﬂowing
gentlemen with power o add to their number may be appeinted a
Committee to frame rules, enrol members and carry ont the pre-
liminary arrangemeits for the formation of such a Union " :— Drg,
T,. A, Prins and Andreas Nell, Messrs, I. J. T, Fosnander, Edmund
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A, VanderSiraaten, G. Ii. Leembruggen, R.G. Anthonisz, Charles

Speldewinde, Horage de Kretser, ¥. H, de Vos, R. A. Brohier {Jr.},
Allan Drieberg, P. H. Hbell, Edgar Schekman, W. B. Toussaint,
Collin Kriekenbeck, H. P. Beling, Lloyd Siebel, W, 8, Christoffelsg,
Sam de Heer, C. Albrecht and W. H.V.de Rooy. This resolution
also was carrvied unanimously,

This Commitiee met four days later on the 16th November,

'.1907, and added certain other names tio the Committee, and enrolled

ug original members all those who attended the meeting on the 1%th
November, 1907, and others whom,in the opinion of the Committee,
it was desivable to enrol. According to the Register of Members
the number so enrolied was 287. Of those 287 members only 30 are
now living. ‘They are Dr. Alice de Boer, Miss Aline VanDort and
Dr. Li. A. Pring who are in Fogland, and Mr. Denzil Koch who is in
Anstralia, and Messrs. V. Arndt, A. C. Beling, I.. E. Blazé, Mrs. R, A.
Brohier (Jr.), Dr. H. 8. Christoffelsz, Messrs. T. W. Collette, H.
vandenDriesen, ¥ W. Foenander, Julian Fryey, G. E. W, Jansz, K.
G. Jonklaas, A. H. Keuneman G. P. Keuneman, Kenneth de Kretser,
G. H. P. bsembraggen, Dr. B U, Leambruggen, Mrs. L.. M. Maartenss,
Pr. Andreas Nell, Messrs, W. de Niese, S. E, de Rooy, W. .V de
Rooy, Hdgar VanderStyaaten, J. R, Toussaint, L G. Vollenhoven,
J:J. Weinman and Dr. L. O. Weinman, who ave in Ceylon,

On 18th January 1908 the First General (Inaugural) Meesing of
the Duteh Burgher Union of Ceylon was hold at the Petbah Library
Hall to confirm the proceedings of the preliminary meeting beld on 12th
Novamber, 1907, and to consider and adopt the draft constitution and o
appoint offiee bearers and the committee for the ensuing year.

Dr. W, G. VanDort wio presided at this meeting made the follow-
ing opening remarks: —"" It hag been zuggested that our Unicn is in-
tanded tio be a sorh of cloak for tha discussion of seditious or even honest
political objeets. Our objects are far mors enlightensd and sensible.
Our programma sebs forth clearly —as clearly as the Hnglish languvage
will allgw-—the various objecss we have in view and which we hops %o
realize by the co-operation of the members, and chiefly by the union of

- «movral forees in the gservice of the poorer classer who are struggling here

in distress and under adveree social pressure. While it is well to realize
bhat our undelb&kinb is a great and noble ove, it is well also to realize
that it is only in the distant future that we can hope to see our ob]ects
accompllshed to any extent,

“All we can do at present ig fo form a elear idea of the maemhude
of the task bafora us and, haviog analytically examined it, to find the
ways and means of grappling with it. . Buat if that be the first step, laf

us also cloarly understiand that it depends upen each individual member

‘whether the Union be a suceess or nob. It is by each memher doing his
or her ghare of work heartily and with a will and in mutual concert,
that we can hope for success in the realization of the objects of the
Upion ™

At this Mealing the constitution dmfhed by the Committee appoint.
ad on 12th Novembhar 1907 was ananimously adapted. My, . C, Loos
was elected President, Mr. R. G. Anthonisz, Honorary Semotn} and
" Mr. Bam de Heer, Honorary Treasurer.
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The following Committes was also elected \~-Messrs. C. Albrecht,
C. H. B. Altendorff, Arthur Alvis, A. W. Anthonisz, F. R. Bartholo-
metsz, H. P. Beling, Dr. Alice de Boer, Messrs. R. A, Brohier (Jr.},
J.H. Ohusboﬂalw,‘\?\f S. Chrigtoffelsz, Hector VanCuylenbery, Miss
Aline VanDors, Mr. Bvan Van Dors, Dr. W, G, Van Dort, Messrs,
Allan Drisberg, P. if. Hbell, Rev. G. Roosmalecoeq Francke, Messis,
Bdwin Joseph, G. E. Keuneman, F. H. B. Koch, Sam Koch, J. Koertz,
T, de Kretser, H. Il. de Kretser, Colin Kriekenbeek, G. B, Lisembruggen,
R. H. Leembruggen, L, M. Maartensz, C. I, Mourling, Frank Meodder,
Dr. A, Neli,. Mr. George Prins, Dr. L. A. Prins, Messrs. W. K. V. de
Booy, E. If. Schokman, P. D. Siebel, Charles Speldewinde, a. E.
VauderSsraaten, Idmund A, VanderStraaten, Lionel vanderStraaten,
J. R. Toussaint, W. 8. Toussaint, F. H. de Vos, J. P. de Vos, snd E, H
Vaaderwall. Of this Committee the only persong who remain on our
membership roll are Dr. i A. Pring, and Dy, Alice de Boer, and Miss

Aline Vandort, who arein England, and Messrs. Edwin Joseph, Dr. A, .

Nell, and Messrs. 4. R. Touvssaint and W, I. V. de Rooy who are in
Qeylon. ' : L
BUILDING- SCHEME

The firet Home of the Union was a very small houge situated in
Bambalapitiya, which was rented for Rs. 30/ » month for use as an
office and Commities Room. The Committes fels that in order to ensure
the parmanaucy and stability of the Union, it wag desirable that.the
Ueion should acquire a piece of land and erect a suitable building to be
used not only as an office and Commitiee Room but also as a meeting
place for all its members, On the 1at of Februoary, 1908, a small com-
mithae was appointed to report on the propesed scheme.

Oo 13t Febraary 1908 a cireular was gent fo all members enquir-
ing {1} whether they ware preparad to subscribe Re. 1/- a manth for the
hire of a guifubla house; (2) whether they would subseribe to & Building
Fund for the purchase of land and the erection of a building for the
Union at a cost of approximately Rs. 25,000/, the money being secured
t0 the subscribers by the issue of 500 Dsbentures of Re. 50/- each,

- Tho sub-commitiee reporbed on 78h Mareh, 1908, that 77 members
had agreed to pay the additicnal Re. 1/- a month for the hire of & suit-
able house, and thab 88 shares of the value of Rs. 4400/- had been baken
up in the proposed scheme for buying a piece of land and erecting a
building for the Union.” In the'meantime Dr. Andreas Nell very kindly
offered to sub-lat two rvooms in his bunpgalow called ™ Bea View'' in
Kollupitiya for use as an office and Committes Room, and to give the
_Union the free use -of his bungalow and grounds for cccasional fune-
tione, This offer was gladly accepted and the [Inion went into oecupa-
tion of the two rooms in ' Sea View ’ on the Lst of June 1908 ; and she

fiest gmden parhy and ehildren's fete was held by the Union at* Sea:

View "’

Ou ath Sepbambm 1908 the Subh Committee repoxﬁad that 180
shares ol the value of Rg. 9000/- had been taken up in the proposed
building schems, and the General Committee decided o proceed wish
that gscheme and appointed a Building Sub-Committes consisting of
Mesgsrs., F. C. Lioog, Arthur Alvig, J. B, Christoffelsz, L. Maartensz and
W. B, V. de Rooy %o call in the monies subseribed,
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On 8th of Qctober 1908 a circular was sent to all the members of

"the Union informing them that the object of the building scheme was

fo give strengbh and stability to the Duteh Burgher Union of Ceylon and
to ensure its permananoy, and, that it was proposed to secure the money
subberibed by vhe members by the formafion of a Company and the
isgue of shares 5o the subseribers. They were also informed that it was

. econtemplated that svery year the Union shounld redeem by lottery as

many shares taken by .its members as the funds of the Union wounld
enable it to buy—a poliey which, if carried out with eare, would malke
the Union in course of time the zole owner of the property.

On 9nd April, 1910, the General Committee was informed that

bho Building Uommittee had purchased from Mr. P. D. Siehel
3 roods of land in Alfred Place for Rs. 6500/- of which Rs. 4000/-

was paid to Mr. 8iebel out of funds collected for {he building scheme
and the balance secured by a mortgage. The action talken by the
Building Committee was approved, and the Boilding Committee was
empowered to take the necessary stepa for the erection of ahuilding
for the Duatich Burgher Union of Ceylon on that site.

At this stage Mr, Arthur Alvis, the Treasurer of the Building
Fund, reported that the total sumn paid to him by the subscribers
(including Bank interest) amounted to Rs. 6715.23, that he had paid
My. P. D. Siebel Rs.. 4500/-, leaving a balance in his hands .of
Rs. . 2215.23, out of which a further sum of Rs. 2000/- was due to
Mr. P. D. Siebel, and that the unpaid subseriptions to the Building
Fuand did not amcunt to more than Rs. 6000/-.

The Building Committee was faced with the problem of whether
they should report to the General Committee that itywould be pos-:
sible to put up only a cheap hall at a cost of approximiately Rs. 6000/-
with the subscriptions promised to the Building Fund, or whether
they should make a farther endeavour to vaise more funds to enable
them to carry out the larger scheme contemplated. Fortunately
for the Union, the second of these alternatives was decided upon,
and by December, 1910, a further sum of Rs. 9000/- was ‘subsoribed

"to the Building Fund, a,nd on the 8rd of December, 1910, the Build.

mg Commiktee reported to the General Committee t.h‘xt they were

“ip a position to proceed with the erection of a suitabla building for

the Union. In that report it was again stated that the scheme con-
templated the redemption gradnally by the Duteh Burgher Unjon
and by the Dutch Burgher Union Club (which the subscribers to

~4he Building Fond ware anxious {6 form?, of the sbhares in. the pro-

posed Company issued to the subscribers, thns ensullng the per-
manancy of both these institutbions.

- On 14th January 1911 the report of the Building Committes
was adopted by the General Commititee, and the Building Committee

-wag directed to call in the monies subseribed and authorised to
" enter into a contiract with Messrs Walker Sons & Co., Ltd. for ihe

erection of the building, On 9th October 1911 Mesars Walker
Sons & Co., Litd. subinitted their plans fov the bnildieg with an

entimate for Re. 23,920.90,
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On 28th January 1912 the contract with Maessrs., Walker

Sans & Co., Ltd. was gigned and the work of consfiructing the build--

ing was commenced, but shortly after the work had started it bad
to bg stopped as the Municipal Council of Colombo discovered that
the land in Alfred Place on which the building was being erecbed
was tequired in connection with the duplication of vhe Colpetty
road. This was a blessing in disguise, as the Municipality had to
acquaire this land and paid Rs. 13,488.89 for it, which was Es. 6,988.99
more than the Building Committee had paid for it. Fmbupately the
present site on which the Duteh Burgher Union Ruilding now
stands was in the market gnd it was purchased for BRs. 10,500/, and
Messrs. Walker Sons & Co., Litd. were directed to proceed with the

erection of the buildineg on the new site The building was com-’

pleved early in 1513 at a cost, inclasive of water serviee, drainage
etic. of Rs. 26,812.17.

Al the eonbributions promised to the Building Fund had not
however, been paid, and the Building Commifitee found that they
were short of approximately Rs.10,000/- to meet the claim of Messrs,
Walker Sons & Co., Litd. Two members, Dy, T, A Prins and Dr.
Donald Schokman, came to the rescue of the Union and lent the
Building Committee Rs 5,000/ and the balance sum of Rs. 5,000/-
was obtained as an over draft {rom the Bank.

To mest this labilisy of Rs. 10,000/-, the Building Committee
funded the rents received from the Duteh Burgher Union and the Duteh
Buarghar Union Club betwesen the years of 1313 and 1919, and the liahi-
lity was paid off, and a further sum of Rs. 5,250/- was refunded, at
their request, to the Kxeeutors of contributors to the Building Fund who
had died meanwhila. A sum of Bs. 500/~ which wag subscribed by Mr.
K. C. Iioos was donated by his Bxeeutrix to the Building Fund,

The Building Committes made their final report on the 1lst of Nov-
embar 1919. This repors was signed by Messrs. R. (3. Anthonizsz, F H.

‘de Vos, G, 8. Schueider, Arthur Alvis, L. M. Maartensz, W. A. 8. de

Vos, §. P.de Vos Bdgar VanderStraaten, Allan Drieberg, G. V. Gxenlet,

R.O. Meutling, Dr. H.U. Leembruggen, Dr. C. T. Vangeyzsland Myr. W. . .

1. V. de Rooy. A meating of the surviving subscribers to the Building
Fund was called tic consider whether the Duteh Burgher Union Building
should be vestedin Trustees, as the Union was not then incorporated, ar d
Dabentures issued to the subseribers to the Building Fund as criginally
contaemplated, or whebher a sompany a;hould be formed and shares issued
to the surviving-subseribers.

In view of the greater flexibility of a limited liability company in
tha matter of raising further funds if required at any time, it was decid-
ad to recommend that a Company be formed and ineorporated under the
provisions of the Joinb Stoek Companies’ Ordinance, to be called " The
Dutch Bargher {Jnion of Ceylon Buildings Co, T#é.” with a nomipal
capital of Rs. 100 000/~ divided into 2000 shares of Re. 50/- each, and fo
issue share certificates to the surviving subscribers to the Building
Fund to the extent of their subscriptions. The Memorandum and Arti-
gles of Asgsociation of the proposed Company wers drafted and setiled by
a gmall Committes consisting of Messrs. (. 8. Schneider, Allan Drieberg
and Arthur Alvis, and submitted to a meeting of the subseribers to the
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Building Fund or 28th November, 1919, and adopted by shem. The
usual procedurs was {ollowed for the registration of a limited liabilifiy-
company and the company was registered on the 13th of September
1920. Thereafter Share Certificates were issued to the surviving subs-
eribers to the Building Fund for 453 shares of Rs. 30/ each covering
the .issued capital of the Dutch Burgher Union of Ceylon Buildings
Co., Lid., amounting to Re. 32,650.

A large number of the original members who contributed to the
Building Fund of the Duteh Burgher Union regarded their contributions
more in the light of donations for the purpoze of building a swnitable
Home for the Union than ag investments. The sums contributed were
individually boo small te be regarded in any other light. This is borne
out by the faci that the greater part of the 185 shares in the Dutich
Burgher Union of Ceylon Buaildings Co., Ltd,, now held by the Union
have been donated by those original subseribers to the Union.

The decision to form the Duteh Burgher Union of Caylon Buildings
Co., Tubd., was a wise one, and the constibubion of the Building Commit-

“tea should sabisfy the moembers of the Union that the matter received
' due and careful consideration at the time. It is beyond all guestion

that the objeet was bo create an orgauvisation of suitable flexibility to
suable the Union to raise mors funds for extension of the present build-
ing and for axpa,nsmn in other dirsctions if nacessary, That objoct
should always be kept in view, and the Dutch Burgher Uniov of Ceylon
Buildings Co., Litd., sheuld continue to exist as a eonvenient and neces-

smy,afﬂ]unet of the Dutch Burgher Union of Ceylon so long ag the latter
conkinues to exist.,

Tt may be agked—what benefits have aceried to the Community by
the formation of the Union ? The provision of a permanent Home with
soeial and recreational emenities facilitated the rapid expansion of all
the activities of the Union, whigh in its turn enabied the Union to pra-
vide in greater measure than before serviee to the members of cur Com-
muniby., Perhaps tha extent of this servies may not he realized and it
may be woll to mention soms of the benefits so derived. The Union has

“enabled thogse members of the Duteh Burgher Community who have

10meﬂ it to unite and to cc-operafe in serving their Community by
earrying oub the avowed objects for which the Union was formed,

The Union hag published a Journal which is the only mouthpiece
of the Communify conbaining articles of - great historical value to the
Community, Goenealogies relating to the ancestry of members of the
Community, thought-proveking papers on soeial rarviee and obther sub-
jects of groat inbetest, contributed by members of the Community. The
benefits conferred on the Community by the publication of this

Journal is immeagnrable —and not sufficiently appreciated. The

Community owes a deep debt of gratitude to Mr. R. (. Anthonisz,
Mr. L. B, Blaze and Mr. J. B. Toussaint and to all those members
who contributed articles go the Journal for the work they have gra-
tuitously done for an unbroken period of 38 years. -

_ The formabion of the Union has eonferred'on the Community the
banelit of ¢ohesion which did not exist before. Tt roused the Commu-

. nity sufficiently to build a permanent Home for itself at a time when
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money was scarce, and only about one per cent of the Community
possessed means beyond a sufficiency o keep body and soul together
. and to give their children a meagre educatbion, while fifty per cent of

these could not do even that maech. It brought together men and .-

women of the Community, who were prepared to co-operate and de-
vobe their time and their energies unostentatiously and unselfishly
in working for the amelioration of the poorer members of their
Community by pecuniary help and by providing for the education
of their children. o
A sum of Rs, 10,009/- was distributed on works of social service
daring the firet 13 years of the existence of the Union from 1908 to
1920. A farther sum of Rs. 15,000/- during the next 12 years from
19921 to 1982, and again a farther sum of Rs. 26,996-76 during the next
12 years from 1933 to 1944—making a total of Rs. 51996-76, by which
sum the condition of the poorer members of the Community has
been ameliorated and their children provided with the means of ob-
talning some aort of edueation which otherwise they would have
lacked. If the Union had not been formed this great work of social
" gervice for the Community would not have been eavried out.

It was due to the existence of the Union that the late Dr. de
Hoedt created a Trust and left some money tio Trustees to be in-
vastad and the income used to assist children of. members of the
Uuaion in prosecuting their stbudies in medicine and surgery. The
capital sum in the hands of the Trustiees is now Re. 15,006. The
money expended by the Trustees out of this Trust in assisting child-
ren of memhbers of the Union in prosecuting their studies in medi-
sine and surgery amounted o Rs. 11,796/- up tothe 31st of Decem-
. ber 1944, :

It the Union had not been formed the late Mrs. Isabel A. Loos
would net have donated a sum of Rs. 5,000 to the Union for purposes
of social service. If the Union had not.been formed the late Mrs.
Frances Speldewinde wounld not have bequeathed a sum of Rs. 2,000
to be used for the education of children of poor widows of the com-
munity. If the (nion had dot been formed Dr.and Mrs, B.W.
Arndt would not have donated a sum of Rs. 2,000/- to be used for
helping widews and orphans belonging to the community. If the
Union had not been formed the Beling Memorial Fund intended to
aasist Art Students would never have come into existence, nor the
Tducation Fund, nor the Bducation {endowment) Fund nor the Voca-
tion Fund-—all intended to assiet children o!f members of the Union,
nor the 86 Nikslaas Fuond which was started to provide a Home for
Agad membars of the community, nor the muonificient donation by
Dr. and Mrs. B Lo Spittsl of an acre of land for this purpose.

It is due entirely to the existence of the Union that, in ereating
a Trust in respect of har praperty, Lady Schneider (carrying out the
wishes of her husband, the late Sir G. 8. Schneider), provided that
half of the income payadble to the Board of Governors of St. Thomas’
Chllege, amounting at present to over Re. 6,000/- a year, and likely
in the nof distané future to amonnt te Rs. 10,000/- a year, shall be
veserved for awarding Scholarships at St. Thomas’ College to child-
ranr of members of the Unien. This is equivalent to an endowment
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" of Bs.- 175,000/- for the benefit of children of members of the Union.

The magnibude of this bequest is nob sufficiently appreciated, nor is
phe fact vhat it is a benetaction that will acerue to the Oommuﬁity
in perpefuity. '

1t the Union had not been formed none of these benefits would
have accrued to the Community. Semething therefore, has been
done and something achieved. Let us hope that in the years fo comae
more will be ackieved and that more benefits will acerue to the Com-
munity as & result of the formation of the Dutch Burgher Union.

_Of course much more ean be done, if workers and funds are
available, especially in the direction of catering for the younger
members of the Community, The fate of the Union depends on its
youth, and if is important that the Union should cater for them
and build up & strong Youth Movemens, cn whose loyalty the Union
can depend o catry on the work of the Union. We need young men

and young women who can be trained to serve their Communi i
k nity i
the difficult years before us. yom

All these benefits have accrued to thefcommunity in conse-
guence_of thesingle-mindedness and singleness of puipose of uhe man
in particular, Mr. R. G. Anthonisz who served the Commumity as
Seeretary of the Dutch Burgher Union of Ceylon from 1908 vo 1915
apd as_Presidenﬁ from 1916 to 1929 His great love for his 00mmu-’
nity. his desire to ronse in them a proper pride in their ancestiry and
common heritage, and the efforts which he made to gather tugéaher
those who were willing te work for the good of the Community in
matters of edpca;tion and social service, and the enthusiasm and
great de_tiermma.tion with which he pursued his course, should be an
inspiration to every member of the Dutch Burgher Unicn,

Let us therefore pay him the hopour that is due to him, above
all others, when Founder's Day is celebrated. k
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A SKETCH OF THE MEDICAL HISTORY
OF CEYLON.”

(An Address delivered by D#. B. L. Eoch at the opening of the
and Segsion of the Ceylon Medical School),

In accordance with a well-known and long established custom
which obtaing in all Medieal Schools both in Furope and in India to
open each session with an introductory Leeture irom one of the
Teackers, the duty devolves on me this day, thus to inaugurate the
second year of your studies in the Ceylon Medical School.

In the selsetion of 4 subject on which to address o few remarks fo
you on this cecasion, I have been.guided by the wish, to bring home to
each studeat present, as foreibly as I ean, the advantages he enjoys in
the mattar of securing a Medieal Eduecation, by briefly reviewing the
History of the Island, and pointing to the hopeful future before him, if
he will only realiza the responsibilities of the present and profit by tbe
experiences of the pass. g

In taking a rapid glance at the Medieal History of the Island, I do.

nob propose o do more than barely touch on the most. salient features
which may be supposed o distinguigh it. A-full and exbaustive history
of the practice of Medicine here, would doubtless be a study worthy of
the Antiguarian, but such a treatise, abounding as it no doubt woula do
in absurd rules, exploded theories, and false dochrines, would be of very
lissle practicat value to she student. More than this, the primitive sys-
tem of Medieine as promulgated in clagsic Greees and ancient Rome,
owing as ic doeg 1bs origin to ihe intra-Gangedie races, from whom the
Sinnalese of this countyy derived all their know!edge of the science—a
<reatise on the Ancient Medieal History of $he Island would be only a
reflex picture of what the student would find in the Introductory Lecture
dalivared last year by my esteemed colleague Dr. Loos. 1t is however
worthy of remark that while the ancient Greeks and Romans improved
upon and expanded the original system which they had received from
their Aryan ancestors, the Hindoos themselves wera content to leave

the Text hooks and Treatises compiled by the earlier ploneers of Medical -

research. at the point they found thera. The indian mind, essentially

% The Memorial Clock Tower in the Medical College grounds commemorates
Dr. Koch, who died in Colombo in December 1877 at the early age of 40 years.
He had his medical education in the Calcutta Medical Cellege, and later obtain-
ed the M. D, of Aberdeen University, He entered the Ceylen Medical Service

in July 1862, and was Surgeon of the Colombo General Hospital. When the

Ceylon Medical College was established in 1870 he was one of the first three
Lecturers appointed. In 1875 he suceeeded Dr, James Logs as Principal of the
Coliege. Two years later he died of the efects of a wound during a post-mortem,
“* Professionally he had few equals. We doubt if he had a superior in surgery,”
His address to the stadents at the opening of the Medical Qollege Sessions is a
valuable contribution to the history of Medical progress in the Island.-Rd.

DUTCH RURGHER UNION 75

consarvative in its character and always prone to connect any warvel.
long digcovery—and the selence of Maediscine in its infaney was a marvel
to them—with some supernatural agency, atbributed these treatises to
divine inspiration, and rather than ineur the dizpleasure of Brahma or
Vishnu by any innovatiouns, thay looked upon these works as the sacred
rapogitories of divine knowledge. Hence every new discovery, whether
theresult of atudy or acsident, instead of being ineorporated with the
existing Text books, lived and died with the man who made the dis.
covery, and thus one sourse of improvement of whieh the ancient sys.
tem was go eminenfily susceptible was denled every chance of universal
apblieation. Bub faulty, erronecuns, and even absurd ss the system of
Ancisnt Hindoo Medicine was on the whale, it eannob be denied that it
was oo often the only means of relieving suffering humanity; and
charity, if not justice, requires that we, looking at the past by the light
of the prasent, should treat their errors with tenderness. Rurcpe and-
Agia owe ag much to tha Ancient Schools of Delhi and Banares in this
regpoct, ag they do to the Mediasval Monasteries of Flurope in the cause
of general literature. Both as the guardians and the repositories of*

- aneiant lore, claim our gratitude ; and though both mway have in many
_ instances only rescued from destruction that which the advaneed judg-

ment of our age may pronouneé ufterly worthless, veb let us bear in
mind that but for the intervention of their agency, the History of one
of the noblest soiences which ean engage the mind of man would have -
had to lament many a link lost for ever. Al a time when the laws of
nature were so little undersfood, ifi is not to be wondered that a good

“deal of superstifion entered into and influenced the practice of medicine,

and it iz impossible o suppress » amile when we hear of such preserip-
tions as powdered Toad for Wever, or erushed Spider for Agua Fel-skin
worn oo the leg for Cramp, or a broth of Earth-worms in lingering
Labour, though even these Were surpassed in absurdity by the practice

of wearing charms and amulets,

Bus to return. It is impossible to determiﬁa the date when the

.Science of Medicine waa first introduced into Ceylon, bub there need ha

havdly any doubb as to the source from which it was brought. What-
ever civilization Ceylon enjoyed before it fell under the dominicn of
Woestern nations, she owed fto the same sourca from whieh the Indo-
Huropean vaces had themselves drawn it. Northern India, the cradle of
the human race, and the original foundation of séience and learning, had
early commeneed to send cub eolonies into all the then known regions of
the world, and if it wag only a royal adventurer and his band of marau-
ders that first brought that civilization to Ceyvlon, the fact iz therefore

‘not the less tmportant that five hundred years bafore the Christian era,

Oevlon had becoma the home of & branech of the Aryan family., When
Wijeya and his followers (B.C. 543, Tennent) founded tha first City in -
the wilds of what is known ag the Tamana Adaveys, they algo laid the
foundation of fhat ecivilization fo which their descendanis of a later
genaration had atbained, and their Arts, their Seiences, and even their
Languags ab the present day sarry with them the evidence of o Hindeo
origin. No stronger proof of this need be adduced than that pregented
by the Medical Scienca of the paople whose most important books on the

- subjech are all written and studied in Sanscrib. But whatever may have
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héen the poverty of the seiencs during the sarly periods of its introdue-
tion into Qeylon, it found a congenial =oil for propagating itself in the
. Monasteries and Cloisters sf{the Buddhist Priesthood, who as mono-
poligta of the learning of the day {not unlike the monks of the tenth and
following centuries) ineluded the eultivation of the Science of Medicine
amsng the many subjeets to whieh they devobed their attention. To
sush an honoursble position had this Sciance abtained in the second
eanturvy of the Christian sra that King Bujas Baja did oot consider if
beneath hig dignity to study and to practise it. Te is also said to have
published a work on Surgery which is still held in repute by his country-

men. He bnilt Hospitals for the sick, and Asylums for the maimed. The -

ban-fi* of his seience and skill was not confined to bis suhjects alone,
but was equally extended to the relief of the lower animals, elephants,
horses, and other suffering ereatures,

From‘hhis time the knowledge ol Medicine spread from the priest.

ho-d to the laity, and while Colleges were established in all the prinei-
pal ¢ities of the Ialand, a Royal Nispensary under the patronage of the

King supplied all the drugs confained in the Pharmacopasia, and these

wara dispansed {resly fic the poor and the neady; and even at the pre-
sent day a family of nataralized Moormen in a village near Kaduganava,

whose officianl pabronymie o}}aﬁatgey ™ indicates their connection with .

the Madieal Fistory of the Island under ite own native soveraigns, still
continue in the practice of a profesgion which more than three centuries
ago aarnad them their distinetive appellation. The Seciense of Medicine
ab this xima was however at best ennfined to & mere knowledge of simple
vazetahle remodies, and though Alchemy entered to some extent into
thiz knowledge here ag in Hurove, the researches into the Chemical
affinities of metals, galis, and earths were more directed to the elimina-
tion of the precious from the baser mefals than to the discovery of ary
haaling principle inhavent in them., The Medieal use of Mereury and
Argenic su=gested by these studies resulted in the art of sublimating the
former and purilying the labber as it was e¢+lled, bub these remedial
agants 90 pawarful in the hands of the skilful physician of the present

dav, servad rather to indieate the extent to whieh rasearch had I»id bare

the secretz of nature than fo arm the physician with a weapon with
which tn combat diseass. Tf therefore the native Doctors of that time
had wholly or partially abandoned oy failed to diseover the carative re-
medias which aven their faulty knowledge of Chemistry could have
tanght them, thay no less {alt the want of some ready prapared com-
pound o be nsed in cases of emargeney. By far the largest proportion
of thair prescriptions consisted of vagatable simples proeured from the
junglas the momant any necessity for fheir use arose. Butb deeoetions
and aonfactions eauld not be kepl by for anv length of time, and this
Jifisulty was nvercoma by compounding the simples into Pills, which
wara sunnozad §o eaombina all tha impossible vivtues of the Pills of Hol-
Inway and old Parr, Trom Pills the next sfep in advanee was the pre-

naration of madiainal nils, The efficiency of thess latter was in a pro-

graqsive rakio with the offensiveness of their odour, and even at the
presant day a Sinhalese Vederale is surrounded by guch a strong abmos-
phara of reeking oile, thab his presence never fails bo make itgelf felt 6o

the oliacbories of the by-standers, Buf if the science of medicine was
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understood even to this imperiect extent, that of Surgery was at a com-
plete digeount with them. The ignorance which prevailed on the suhb-
ject of Humian Avabtomy and atill more, of Comparative Anatomy, wonld

" be simply astonishing did we not, in locking at the quesbion, remember

at the same time the paculiar and social institutions of the people. In-
tordicted by the latber from taking away life in any form, the ocarcase .
of an apimal was equally with the dead body of a man an ohject of
avarsion. In fact,as regards the Deoad Bull and the dead Man, this pre-
judiee during the reigns of their lauter Kings sesmed to have been equally
diséributed. '

What wonder then, that the Sinhalese Doctor's knowledge of Ana-

komy should even ab the present day be limited to the absurd teachings

of his primitive text books, that he should loeate the heart within the
abdominal cavity, or look upon the lungs and liver as sitple make.
weights in the cavity of the chest. It would, howeve¥, be but fair to
admit that notwithstanding the erude notions entertained by the
Sinhalese Doctor on the general subject of Anatomy, some of them car-
vied the study of Opthalmelogy to a pretty faiv extent, This is the only
branch of general Surgery that thaey have ventured to practise. They
possess instruments of their own design and make, which though faulty
and defeclive in comparison with those of Buropean manufacture, have
been the means of even temporarily saving the sight of hundreds of
peopls, '

Under the Portuguese Government, that is from 1517 til]l 1640, wa
have hardly any information a3 to the condition of European medicine
in the Ysland, but it may be assumed that at leastin the more important
stations held by them, there ware Doctors in medical charge « f the
differend garrisons. Bab ab that period when the Setence ol Medicine

‘was more Oriental than Buropean, when whatever knowledge of the

subjec+ they possessed was derived from the Moors of Spain, and the
whole system was iu its primitive stage of development, it is more than
probabie that the Buropean Dootor held but » very ineonsiderable pro-

. fessional vosition among his compeers in the other professions : norneed

it bo doubted that the native Vederale, the Mesrri of the Portugunese,
too often competed—and gueeessiully tor—for the honecurs and the emo-
luments of the profegsion, with the Huropean wival. Nor need wa

- wonder thab this same word Mesiri is still applied indideriminately to .

the Sinhalese Barber as well asg to the Sinhalese Doctor, when we re-
collact that not many eenturies ago in KHurope the effices of Barber and

. ‘Lieech were performed by the samse person,—the family barber being

the proper funetionary to he called in when blond-letting wan thought

. necessary or a foobh was to be drawn; #ill in France the barber-sur-

gaong weore separated from the wigmakers in the reign of Louig xiv.,
while in England the separation did not fake place till the 18th vear of
tho reign of Georga I1., and it required an act of Parliament to effect if.
The system of medicine pursued in the Portuguese times by hoth fhae

. Native and Wuropean prastitioners was in all essentislg the srame, but

the native Vederale had the advantage cver the Huvopean, in his wider
knowledge of the vegetable Pharmacopaeia. Ths Portuguese, however,
during the troublous neriod of their cecupation of the maritime provin-
ces, shewead neither inclination ner ability to disseminate the gentler
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arty of peace and to teach thair subjects the humanizing sciences, Ab-
sorbed in the work of proselytism, they subordinated every other son-
sideration, or altogether igrored i, to the great work of converting the
heathen of which they believed they were the chosen instruments of
providence, Hence very few, if any, relies of their arts or seiences have
gurvived their expulsion, though their language corrupted into a bar-
barous pators still continues to give tangible realiby to a rule that bad
held the finest proviness of Ceylon ander subjection three tenturies
ago,

The Duteh, who succesded the Portuguese in 1840, it would be
charitable tc suppose, had very little leisure to devote to the arts and
sciences during the sarlier pericds of their oeccupancy, bub cnce their
powear was consolidated and when the dread of foreign foes, squally with
the intrigues of the Court of Kandy, had ceased to exerl any influence,
the Duteh turned their attention to the educational and religious wants
of the paople. The science of medicine at this period had emerged from
the ohacurity of centuries of formularism ; and the illustricus Beerhave
had just arizen in the Fatherland to reduce the chaos of medical know-
ledge into something like order and principle. The country that pre-

duced Boerhave could not have been urmindful of the duty of encourag-.

ing the newly regenerated seience of medicine. and though we have no
record of any Medieal School or College. under the Dutbch, the Iarge
number of Ceylon born and Ceylen educeted Medical men who .took
sarvice under the British ab their aceession proves corclusively that

Furopean Medicine was both taught and practised $o a eonsiderable ex- -

tent. Indeed, from a guaint old deeument disecovered in the Record

Office and published sometime ago in the Literary Supplement of the -

Hxaminer, much may be inferred hearing on the Medical History of the
Island so far back as the commencement of the 17th eentury. At that
“time, one of the most important demandemade on.the Duteh Governors
of Cevlon by the Courk of Kandy was for Medical men, and socme idea
of the etiguette of the place may be formed when we are told that very
fow of the Medical men sent to aftend on their ailing Majesties of
Kandy were permitted to ges their Royal pabient, muech less fo touch
them. Another diffienlty in the way of thess Doetors was the necessity
imoosed on them of exhihiting their medieines in the pleasant and most
" agraeable of vehicles. The Kandyan Kings ab this period bad just at-
tained to that incipient stage of civilization indexed by a love of ardent
drinks ; and Dutch Schnaps, or native arrack were the only medicine
that could disguise the nauseating eompound which they were called
upon to swallow. Dr. Danielez, from whose journal I take these parti-
culars, wag send from Colomhbo in the year 1789 to curse His Majesty
Raia Singa of a bad teg. He went accomnanied by his apprentice, but
all he sould sea of hiz. Royal patient wag tha ailing limb, Under such
eireumaftances i5 was impnssible he eounld adont any other course of
freatment bubt what consisted in onbward dressings. These he fried
withoub any satisfactory resnltg, and alarmed ab the congrgnences of
failure, he insisted on His Majeaty taking a enurse of Tonics. The
Dasockion was preparsd, bnt the king found it so bitker that he amptied
the cup into tha Roval Snittoon, gnegesting that the Doctor should
emplov the more agresable vehicle of arrack for sonveying the nauseous
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potion. Dr. Danielsz herenpon brewed two bottles of Bitiers, buk

. preseribed so small a dose of it at a time (he calls it & small beerglass-

ful) that his Majesty demanded either a doubte dose, or o be allowed
axtra liquor over the bitters. Aifter a good deal of resistance the Doetor
wag at last compelled to yield, and as he said he himself was in the
habit of taking 2 SBehnap before meals, his patient also might, but posi-
tively not beyend the third day. In the meautime the leg was not im-
proving and the regimen was hecoming intolerable, and so Dr. Daniclss
wag bid prepare to leave Kandy, and if he could not congratulate him--
self on his professional succoss, we may yet suppose he was glad encugh
to escape the attentions of bis patient, which now began to assume a
form slightly more imperative than was altogether pleasant, and so Dr.
Danielsz and his apprentice returned to Colembo and continued no
doubt to a.dorn sha profession ill the natural close of bis not unevevt-
ful life.

. Towards the end of the Dutch Rulo in Coylon, regularly diplomaed
Physicians and Surgeons from the Colleges of Amsterdam, Utrechs and
Leyden were sent out to the Colonies, and these most probably made
the various eivil and milisary hospitals they found it necessary 6o
agtablish, serve the purpose of Medical ‘Schocls. From among the
Hosgpital dressers and dispensers at these establishments were turned
ottt a lot of men who, combining the Hurvpean and Nabive systems,
attainad to some eminence in the profession ; and thers are old people
yeob, who recall not without a touch of affectionate pride, the extraordi-
nary cures and the wonderful aperations performed by PDrs. VanderLaan,
and Jan Liourensz of Clolombo, Dr. Gersse of Galle, Drs. Keegel and
Javiseqne of Jaffna, and Pistersz of Matara.

Parhaps the great feature of the Duteh School of Medicine was tha
liberal nse of Mercury and the Liawcet which they introduced, and if
Dr, Sangrado was not quite eclipsed by the achisverents of the Dutch
Burgeons, his imitators among the people of the counbry were no un-
worshy disciples of that great advacate of Phlebotomy., Indeed, so far
wag the faith in the lancet carried, that every common barber was
instrueted in ity use, and, a8 in civilized Hurope, the man of soapsuds
was too often eallsd upon to open a vein in the arm of him whose chin
he had just operated upon. To such a state of proficiency did these
men oarcy the art of bleeding that lackmg the lancet they often used

-the point of their razors.

At any rate it may safely be assumed that abt the perlod of the
British sceession, a knowledge of Faropean Medicine had made some
progress in the Island. Nob only were there regularly diplemaed. Phy-
sisians and BSurgeons sent oub from Holland, but many Natives and
Duteh descendants trained to the profession bad commenced to dissemi-
nate a truer knowledge of the healing art than had ever before been at-
tempted. The large number of Medical men, whether Duteh or native-
born, who took service under the Britigh is sufficient proof of this,

" 1 must not, however, concluda this brisf and imperfect reference to

" the Medieal History of our Fsland, without alluding to the immenge sor-

vices renderad by our Duteh forefathers to the Science of Medicine, by
bheir laborious researches in‘one ¢f its most 1mperhanﬁ departmentg—

 the department of Botany,
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It must be remembered that Ceylon possesses the distinction _of
having bud her Flors arranged and deseribed by the great Linnaeus in
a work in which he first applied his sexual system in the arrangement
of plants. For this purpose he availed himself of the celebrated Her-
baria collected by twe eminent Betanists, Herman and Hartog, both of
whom had been sent out to Uevlon in the Medical Service of the Duteh
Kasy India Company, and had spent many years ol their iife in this
labour of love. Herman arrived here about 1671 atter a short sojurn
in the Cape of Good Hope, and in 1679 refurned to Helland on his ap-
pointment to the chair of Botany at Lisyden, having previously forwarded
tc his native country many volumes of his Herbaria, includivg 400
drawings of new plantg, Of his labours it may be sufficiens’ fo say shat
on hig arrival in Ceylon, he found only three plants which he had seen
befors, while his Ceylon Herbarium is still looked upon as ope of the
mast perfect collections in existence ; and well might his bmgrapher, in
reforring to his arrival here, indulge in the egclamation: " Good God!
what treasures were then revealed to the eyes of Herman "

His successor; Hartog, a pupil of Boerhave, likewise visited the -

Cape, and of him kis quaint biographer mentions, that rushing rashly
into.the jungles of & new vegetation, he was délacerated by a lion, and
saved onlyw by a glodus missilis from his servani, meanmg doubuless, a
bullet out of a Duteh blunderbuss.

Hartog also prepared a Herbarium which he forwmdqd to‘ Cornelis
Vos, the head gardner at Leyden; but in the words of' his- biographer
“an early fate and perverse diet in a shorn time earried him away to
Flora”.

Tt was with the assistance of these Herbaria that first Burmann in

17387, and shortly afser Linnaeus, in 1747, prepared their well known
works on the Csylon Flora, the former under the title of Thesaurus
- Zaylanicue, and the latter under the title of Flora Zeylanica. These, as
books of refarence fo the Student of Botany, have perhaps heen.dls-
placed by the recent and more complete treatise of our eminent Direc-
tar of the Peradenia Botanieal Gardens; but as evidence of the early
interest taken by fhe Duteh in this favourite sciepce, and the marvel-
lous progress made by them in what was thes an enbarely new field of
rasearch, they will long maintain a very bigh rank in every regpectabla

TLibrary. Nor must I forges to record, that the first Huropean writeron

Tropical diseases wag a Dutehman of the name of Bontius, whose book
for several years after its publluablon was held to ba of great authority
on the subject.

. The English who succeeded the Dufeh in Geylon brought with them
a staff of well- qualified medical men. These were connected with the
army and were atationed only inthose parts of the Island where detact.xa
ments of soldiers were garrisoned. In number they were few and t}:{s
prevented their engaging in general practice. Soon, however, the mili-
tary authorities felt the want of assistance te fill subordinate posts
under their Surgeons, and in order to supply this demand, they initiated
a system of Olinieal teaching, by means of which they turned out o class
of men who, though nob gualified anough to complets with their teauhers
in genral praabics, rose ta such eminence afterwards that shelr opinions
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were sought after by the highest in the land. Bome of them such as
the late Mesars. Ferdinands, Misso, Pierez, and Pring aequired so great
a local reputation thab they successfully competed with thoee Surgeens
and Physicians who succeeded their respective teachers, and even at this
prosent day there are a few continuing to serve the Government with
credit in the lower ranks of the (ivil Medical Department.

The names of Drs. Cameron and Templeton will long be remem-

. bored as the first teachers of Medical Science in Ceylon under the

Fnglish Government., But this system of clinical teaching in Mili-

- tary Hospitals was not found to answer as fully as was desired. The

Civil Government thereupon ipaungurated the scheme of sending
young men to the Bengal Medical College, and nothing has conduced
more to familiarize English practice amongst the natives of the Is-

" land than the services of these young men on their return. They

undertook and performed with success the most formidable surgical
operations; and the name of Dr. Anthonisz will always be connected
with the first successful cases of Oesophagotomy and Qvarictomy in

. Cevlon. Indeed, if I am not mistaken, the first-mentioned operation

was tha first successful one of its kind ever reccorded in the whole
annals of British Sargery. Not only did these gentlemen distingnish
themselves as Surgeons, but their training in Calcutta gave them an
immense advanbage in praciical medicine over those who had been
exclusively taught in England in consequence of the opportunities
they enjoyed of the Clinical study of tropical dizeases. Their success
as medical practitioners has therefore been proportionately large,
The Governmant have, however, ceased to avail themselves of the
kind offices of the Bengal Government, and the once yearly exodus
of young men to Calcubta, in quest of a medical education, has al-
together ceased. Bub allow me to hope—and it is a hope which
depends for its fulfilment more on your own exertions than the
liberality of Government or the efforts of your feachers—allow mae
50 hope that our present School will afford the education for which,

till recently, we have been indebted to India, and supply a want that
had been felt and acknowledged since the earliest days of British

: rale, but which, thanks to the far.seeing policy of Sir Heroules

Robinson, is.now a thing of the past. For without pretending to
any unnecessary degree of modesty, T think I am justified in elaim-

“ing for that sohool, so far as it has gone, a very marked amount of

sttccess. So long as the same liberal policy continues and governs
the destinies of the people of this conntry, the future of the Ceylon
Medioal College cannot fail to be full of encouraging hope. I hasg,I
know heen said that the present curricnlum of this school is defec-
tive in so far that it secures but an 1mparfect insiruetion of the
Madical student, in other Words that we ave geing to set locse upon
society a body of voung men ‘perfunctorily educated” and therefore
imperfectly gnalified to practise Medicine and Surgery. This iz a
vary serious charge, and if generally entertained is lkely to affect
the prospetity of the school. I am glad to have the opportunity of
teolling you that our curriculum is as complete and ampla ag it is
possible to make it in keeping with the objects detailed in a liberal
prospeclng, Without entering intio any lengthy iustification of the
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gourse we are pursuing, I may simply mention that the subjects of
study are more numerous and comprehensive than those which only
a few years ago formed the standard of education {ox a Memhership
of the Royal College of Surgeons of liondon,

I am aléa not unaware that in some quarters the question has been
asked, "' what are the fubure Medical men educated in this School to do
for a l:vmg ? or what gnarantee of employment have the Government
held out 5o the yorths who devose three years of sheir time to acquire a
profession for the exercise of which it is asserted they can find no field
in Qaylon?" Now, a greater fallaey than this has never been put for-
ward ; indeed, fhe fallaoy is so apparent that it is hardly possible tio
eontrol one's patience at the apparent sincerity with which it is
advanced. Howaver, as not o faw seem o have been converted to this
opinion, it would ba as well to discuss it heve. It is one of the great
axioms of political economy that supply and demand regulate each
other, nor will it be denied that the demand tor Medical men of the class
whom we expect to be able to send ouk has been and still continues o
be admittedly great. The Medical School therefors, in endeavouring to
sapply this demand, not only trains up a number of youths to a profes-
sion, but also furnishes them with the readiest and surest means of
hanourabla snd remunerative employment, No one who hag studied the
medical requirements of the country will hava the hardihood o deny
that Ceylon offers a wide field of usefulness to properly qualified Medi-
cal men. Hurcpean Medicine, except in our principal Towns, and per-
haps af stations along the neair road, is absolutely unknown in the ous-
lying villages : and it would be no extravagant approximation bo say tha
to a population of two and a half million there are hardly more than
fifty or sixty Medieal men. The Mediocal wants of this neglected popula-
tion are it is brue adiministered to by the Vederale, supplemented in not
a few cases by the midnight orgies of the Devil dancer. The people who
employ the Vederale and the Dovil dancer do so, no¢ from any convic-
tion of their superiority over the practitioner of Furopean Medicine, for
they have never had the epportunmity of making the compatison, but
from sheer necessity. o proof of this I need only point to the Native
population of Colombo and its vieinity, among whom the several practi-
tioners of the Town find a fair field of work. In this case the prejudices
of the people have been overcome, and the superioriby of Huropean
Secience established. Thevre is nof the least reason why the same should
not ba done in evety native village. Perhaps the sarly experiments in
this dirsetion may have fo bo carried on under more khan ordinary diffi-
cult cireumstances, bub once lead the people to fesl the supariority of
vout knowladge, and thay will not be long in acknowledeing it. I can
illusbrae this best by referring to my own personal experienee of the
Northern Provines, where the great mass of the people, simply because
they have longér enjoyed the advantages of Buropaan practice so gene-
rously infirodneed by the Amearican Mission, than the inhabitanty of any
other part of Ceylon, have litile or no faith in their own Native Doe-
tors; and itis a well-known fact, that the pumberof patleubs who resort
to ﬁhe Hriend-in-Need SBociety's Hospital at Jaffna, is enfinitely lorger
than the numher who volontarily resort tn anv Civil Hospital in the
Island, To guch an extens indeed has the e~nfidence of the Natives in

s

.

. seriously enbartain it for & momoent.
. this class of disputants by telling them at onece that the Government
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the North been won ovaer to the superiorify of the Wesbern System of

‘Madicine, that to supply the want of Medical men amoeng the peopls,

Dr. Green has been compelled fio organize a Vernacular Medical Class
for whose epecial use he has himsell translated the Fnglish text books

-into Tamil.

~ The ereation of an artificial want iz always a trivmph of eivilina-
tion—nor is the truth of this position affected by the possible or proba-
bla conseguences that may flow therefrom. Indeed, civilized man has
taught his savage brother many a want without which bthe latter wonld
have been happier. Bub the fact nevertheless remains thaf wharevey
man ig made ko fsbl the want of anything, it will be supplied. Take for
instance the rapid epread of the love for ardent spirits in this country
within the last twenty years. On whab bypothesis than that we created
the want and it ts supplying itself, can this be accounted for? Similarly

take the ease of Tea and Ceffee, things altogether unknown in Burepe a
‘eouple of centuries back, but ncw almost as necessary to every Buro-

pean ag fire or water. Withoub however multiplying insbances, I think
it may safely be assumed that once you teach the people to. foel that
they eannot do without somebbing, the supply will always be equal to
the demand. If this be true in many things pernisious in themselvaes,
how much more go is it not in things which contribute to the happiness
and well-heing of pur fellow men,

Nothing perhaps bas done more harm to tha youths of thiseountry
than the idea that Government must find employment {or every young
man they educabe. Nob enough thabt they must be at the expense of
aducating every boy that comes to their schools, but forsoeth they must
impose upon themselves the additional penalty of providing a living for
him. This idea of Government support bas been the bane of the Ceylon
youth. He beliaves, or hig father does for bim, that Goverbment ara
bound, becarse they educated his boy, to employ bim also, whether they
requirad his services or nob, just ag the father beliaves, becanse his son
ig of age, he ought to marty, whether-ha wanted to or nok, The idea is
so absurd, that it is & marvel peorls living in the middle of the nine-
teenth century, and with some prefensions t¢ Huropean idess, should
It is therefore right to convinee

arg not hound to employ those whom they educate—the supply muss
in this ag in everything else be regulated by the demand.

.Po the yvoung men whom the Governwent are edveating in this
gehool will belong the high privilege of both ereating & want and sup-
‘plying it. Your mission is fio go forth among the people, and to teach
them the superiarity of Furopean Sciences over Native empiriciam, and
this done the Missionary in the eause of suffering humanity will not go
withont hisroward. The prospeet before vou, far from being dishear-
tening, s most encounraging, while you alco caloulate on the support-
which a liberal Government {always ready to recognize ueefulness and
‘merif) may be resonably expected to extend., My adviee fo you, the
Students of the Cevlon Medical School, is to go on as yvou have begun

. and proseeuts your studies with the same diligence you have hitherto

ghown. Trush to vonrgelves mora than to any one else. aye, more than
to the Government, Tieb singleness of aim, and an hongourable ambition
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to prove worthy of the noble calling before you, animate you, and not
only will you surely deserve but you will command success. Let not
pragent diffioulties discourage you, much less allow fears of the {uture to
cloud over a prospeet fair and promising in every aspect. Above all,
rever anbicipate evil, but always hope for the best: and with faith in
the noble mission you are preparing to enter, and in humble reliance on
. the goodness of the Creator, whose creatures you are now heing taught
to relieve from pain and suffering, gird up your loins for the serious
business of life. .

THE REFORM OF THE CONSTITUTION.

In the issne of the Journal for April 1945 we published the full .

text of the memorandum presented to the Sonlbury Commission on
behalf of the Dutech Bargher Union, The representations embraced
the following heads:—(a) the Franchise (b} Qualifications of Coun-
cillors (c) Representation {d) the Legislature (e) the Executive (f) the
Pablic Services. Without going into details, it will be sufficient to
say that the deputation laid great stress on the creation of a Second
Chamber and of a Burgher Bleetorate similar to that which obtain-
ed sometime ago, and they asked that, in the event of the estab-
lishment of a Council of 100 members under the new Constitution,
- the Burghers sheunld be allowed to return five members.

The Commission, after cousidering these suggestions, recom-
mended a First Chambey, to consist of 101 members; of whom 95
shall be elected and 6 nominated by the Governor; and a Second
Chamber to consist of 30 seats, 15 of which shall be filled by persons
elected by members of the First Chamber, and 15 by persons chosen
by the Governor-General in his disorefion. The reasons for recom-
mending nomination instead of election were stated by the Comis-
sioners fo be as follows :—

**315. We should like to have been able to dispense with nomination, but
in view of the virtual impossibility ot fitting the European or the Burgher com-
munities into the electoral scheme of 5. P. XIV, we think that, as at present,
the representation of these two communities should be secured by nomination,
It was proposed by the representatives of the Burghers that they should have a
special electoral roll, and that the island itself should be constituted a single
constituency for a separate Burgher electorate. This was the position between
1923 and 1931, A similar proposal was put forward to us by the Europeans,
Apparently this method of election is preferred to nomination, because, we were
told, the charge was constantly made against Nominated Members that they
. were the ‘‘hirelings and darlings of Queen’s House,” and the mouth-pieces of
the Governor who nominated them, Weappreciate the feelings of the Nominated
Members, though we cannot suppose that they take this charge very seriously.
But this method of election would be unreservedly communal and, as already
pointed out, we desire, so far as possible, to discourage a reversion to communal
representation. A similar consideration applies to the representation of the
Eunropeans, Moreover, as regards the Burghers, the considerable, though per-
haps not insuperable, administrative difficeity in determining the composition
of their electorate, serves to reinforce our disinclination to recommend a sepa-
rate electorate for them . :

The Commissioners then went on to Say :—

*¢316, Asregards the Muslims (Moors and Malays), there are at present in
the State Council two nominated representatives of the Muslim Community.
We hope that as a result of the delimitation of electoral districts to be undertaken

-
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by the Delimitation Commission, it will no longer be necessary to represent the
interests of this community by nomination to the First Chamber, and that an
adequate number of Muslims will find their way to it by the process of election:
Should our hope, however, be disappointed, it will be necessary to resort to
nomination as at present”’,

The proposals of the Commissioners, with some. modifications,

ware dualy approved by Flis Majesty's Government, and brought up
before the Siatie Counecil in the form of a motion to the following

* . effect:—

¢ This House expresses its disappointment that His Majesty’s Government
have deferred the admission of Ceylon to full Dominion Status, butin view of
the assurance contained in the White Paper of October 31, 7945, that His
Majesty’s Government will co-operate with the people of Ceylon so that such
status may be attained by this country in a comparatively short time, this
House resolves that the Constitution offered in the said White Paper be accepted

“during the interim period*’,

In view of the fact that, inder the Commissioners’ proposals,
no definite number of seats has been assigned to the Burghers,
whose representation might be adveysely affected in the event of
the Muslims not finding adequate resresentation wholly by election,
and thus having to depend partly on election and partly on nomina-
tlon, it was felf that Burgher representation should be made more
seecure. My, G. A, Wille therefore put this point of view very
strongly before the Siate Couneil, and while accepting the new
Congstitubion, he expressed the hope that the Burgher Community
would find adequate repreésentation in keeping with its importance.
We give below his remarks in full:— C

1 am sure, Mr, Deputy Speaker, that on this occasion every speaker would

lilke to congratulate the Hon. Leader on the very great ability which he has
shown in introducing this motion, ’

. The motion has two parts to it, one is an expression of a sense of dis-
appointment. I cannothonestly associate myself with that sentiment because,
as vou know, 1 never expected Dominion Statusto be granted straightaway. 1
think the most valuable part of the White Paper is the passage in it which
reminds us that Dominion Status cannot be improvised so to speak, by means of
a constitutional document but must be evolved by experience.

I come to the more practical part of the motion, and that is the acceptance
of thé Constitution that is offered. I certainly, on behalf of my community,
‘might say that we very gladly accept the Constitution but just as the Hon,

. Leader has aecepted the Constitution, because of the promise that has

been held out to this country that Dominion Status will be granted in
a very short time, so my assent isalso associated with a hope that the Secretary
of State when he considers the views that are expressed by me here will remedy

the serions grievance that we, Burghers, feel we suffer from.

You will remember, Mr. Deputy Speaker, that amongst the newspapers in
London thai commented on the Soulbury Report was the Tondon Econemist,
a paper which always shows penetrating insight into any question with which
it deals ; and what it said has been brought heme to us very closely because we
agree with the view that although communal representation may do very little

* harm, representation on the lines which have been imposed is likely t¢ end in

the suppression of the minorities. .

I feel very strongly that I cught on this occarion to urge the peint of view
of my community because, as you know, we have played an important part in
the administration and history of this Island and are a part of its permanent
population, and althouygh we are the smallest community in that population I
do not think T can let our case go by default. The provision that has been made
is very scanty so far as the representation of Burghers goes. In spite of what
the Hon, Minister of Health said with regard to the beating of the communal
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drum, I wish to emphasize that fact. The Sonlbury Commissioners themselves
pointed out that if the guegtion of representation ig fundamental to any Consti-
tution, ‘it is far more fundamental to the Constitution of a country which con-
tains a heterogeneous population. Now how is the matter dealt with so far as
the Burghers are concerned ? '

‘The Soulbury Commissioners state that according to the Ministers’ plan '

" thereis to be a House of Representatives consisting of a5 Elected Members and
6 Nominated Members. The Commissioners approve that number as reasonable

copsidering the extent ef our population, Then the Jomimissiorers go oo to say.

that they wonld have liked to abolish nomination altcgether, but because the
Europeans and Burghers cannot be fitted into a territorial scheme therefore they
consent to 6 Nominated Beats. One would infer from that ihat the 6 Nomina-
ted Seats would be reserved for the Eurcpeans and Buighers although even so
the number is quite inspfficient. Butin the very next paragraph the Commie-
siohers go on tosay that they trust the Muslims for instance will find adequate
represeniation for themselves by means of the demarcated areas that are con-
templated. Butif their hope in that respect is disappointed then they think
that nomination will have to be resorted to. Sc there is the certainty, if the
number of Nominated Seats is limited to 6, that the Muslims, if it becomes
necessary, will encroach on the Neminated Seats meant for Europeans and Bur-
ghers. Itisinevitable. I do net see any objection to any larger number of
Nominated Seats being provided in order to meet the necessities of the case as
they may arise.

For instance, Governor Caldecott in his Despateh pointed ont that there
shogyld be 4 seats reserved for the Europeans and 2 for the Burghers and 2 other
seats provided for any other interests that may require nomination. So that, in
principle, there ¢an be no objection whatever to definite numbers being stated.
The House will also remember what the Donoughmore Commissioners recoms-
mended. Before passing on to thatrecommendation I might state that Governor
Caldecoit contemplated 8 Nominated Seats in all when he envisaged an in-
creased House of only about 70; thatis to say, the present House added to by
about ro extra territorial seats which would go to the Kandyans. ’

The House will remember that the Donoughmaore Commissioners recom-
mended a House of 65 elected members, and as against this nember they recom-

mended s0 many as 1z nominated seais of which they said that Europeans’

might have up to 6. Now our present Qonstitution is going to previde in the
House of Representatives o5 Elected Members, 5o who will say that the nomi-
nated seats provided in the Soulbury Report is adequate? But whken the
Donoughmore Commissioners’recommendation was modified the total of elected
seats was reduced to 50 and the hominated seats to 8, The House will see the
result. Today the Burgher Community is represented here by just 1 Member
who is hardly well encugh to appear in public at the present moment, and there
is nobody to take his place. I hope it will come home asone illustration ef the
great need for a more liberal representation of our community under the pro-
posed Constitution.

I wish to say something on'the subject of communal representation because
T think the mind of the Secretary of State has to be disabused on the matter,
The Hoase will remember that the trouble started when the Montague-Chelms-
ford Commission reported on the Indian Constitution. They were the first to
condemn communal representation. But vel they could not avoid facing facts
and so they provided schemes of communal representation, As the House
knows, the India Government Act of 1935 is based on communal represen-
tation.

Then.] would like to point out that the Donoughmore Commissioners were
simply repeating, as regards communal representation, what the Montague.
Chelmsford Report had. said. They seemed to be most illogical because when
the Doneughmore Commission came to this Island there had been communal
representation for 100 vears, and although they condemmned it very stronglv as
being a eanker on the body politic, thev admitted that communal members
almost to a man had risen above communal considerations and paid heed to the
general interests of the Island, It was therefore clearly a case of non sequitur to
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say that communal representation cught to be abolished, and it only shows that
when even able men adopt a deductive theory they cling to that theory in spite
of what inductive evidence points to. .

After the Donoughmore Commission came the Soulbury Commission. And
what did they find ? Their Report teems with passages which go {o show that
Ceylon is hardly suited for complete territoiial representation. 1In fact, you will
remember the passage in which they say that the Donoughmore Commission has
been blamed for the growth of communal feeling; but they are very emphatic
on the point that racial feeling in Ceylor is almost endemic, very deep-seated,
very widespread, almost an antiguity. 1do not think that recent history has
failed to teach us tragically that racial feelings are a part of human nature and
we cannot ignore them in any Constitution we may frame, -

Very often when the subject of communal representation is mentioned the
blame is put on the minorities as if it is they who suffer from communal feelings,
but I can refer to.passagesin addition to that just quoted from the Soulbury
Comumission’s Report to show that the whole population is tainted with com-
muunal feelings; and why the minorities ask for special representation is not be-
cause they suffer from communal feelings but becanse human nature being what
it is there is communal feeling in the whole populiation,

I should like to refex to another passage in the Soulbury Report i which

" they suggest certain devices for getting over the difficulties that minorities have

toface. Theysuggest the introduction of multi-member constituencies and
the demarcation of territories with a concentrated population, where there
is any such, of Muslims or Burghers. In that way they think it will be possible
for Muslims and Burghers and others to succeed owiag to the clash between
other creeds and races.

That was a strange suggestion to make. I could hardly belicve my eyes
when I read it. 1 was wondering, Do Isleep? DoIdream?’ Here are men
burning incense to the god of territorialism and practically putting a preminm
on communal feelings, It only shows that there is in the emphasis laid on terri-
torial representation, a good deal of make-believe,

I do not want to take up more of the time of the House, and I am not physi-
cally capable of doing so, but I would like to refer to one or two authorities
quoted sometimes against us and some which are on our side, You have the case
of Canada which is often referred to as a standard example to show that vou
have only to give responsible government to any commanity that has racial
differences and then those differences vanish. That is only a partial statement
of the case. Lord Dutham emphasised the point that the Frenth and the Eng-
lish should have fair representation as a necessary aid to responsible government.
Yet respousible government did not altogether succeed. It took another zo

© years before a Federal Government was established in order to give Lower
. Canada its own legislature and Upper Canada alsoits own legislature. I trust
“.that this oft misquoted chapter of history will be remembered not against the

minorities but in their favour.

Then, Sir, it was only a menth or so ago that the present I'rime Minister,
Mr. Attiee, told the British Trade Union Congress that where the sappression of

minority views takes place there is no real democracy. That is in accordance
with facts.

. Thave already quoted to you what the London Hconomist said and that is a
warning to be borne in mind. I do unot say it is the intention of any community
here, the major community particularly, to exterminate politically any of the

smaller communities, but as an old philcsopher peinted out with great com-
monsense :

** Things are what they are and the consequences of them will be what they
will be ', whatever men intend.

end in the Canstitution as proposed the Burghers will have very little room for
political life. -

1 wish to add in regard to the Burghers—and the Leader of the House him-
self acknowledged it generously—~that they played a considerable part in the

_progress of Ceylom during thelast century. They led all public mavements with

great acceptance to the more permanent communities in the Isiand, and if things
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have now changed thers is no reason why they should not be given an opportu-
nity of contrlbutmg a% much as they can, in spite of difficulties, so far as circum-~
stances permit.

T do not want to discuss any of the constitutional guestions raised in the
new proposals. I only say that we aceept the New Constitution and tirust that
in the administration of the Island in the next few years Ceylomese will show
such equitableness and gapacity that a further step forward may be taken as
soon as possible,”

DUTCH MONUMENTS.

Under the auspices of the Standing Commitiee for Historical
Monuments and Manuscripts, Pr. 8. Paranavitana, the Archaeo-
logical Commissioner, at o recent meeting reviewed the steps so far
taken to conserve Dutch Monuments and o proclaim them as
places of archacological interest. The talk was preceded by a short
paper by Mr. R. I, Brohier, the Secretary of this Standing Com-
mittee, which provided a background for the speaker's remarks,”

Dr. Paranavitana prefaced his talk by observing-that he had
coms more with the object of obtaining information on the subject
than of imparting it. Ile invited suggestions from the members of
the Unicn and others interested in the preservation of the Dutch
Monuments already taken over by the Archaeological Department,
and of those which should be protected or conserved as coming
within the terms of the Antiquities Ordinange. '

Desoribing the steps taken to protect the Dufich Churches at
Ralpitiys and Manaar, Dr. Paranavitana proceeded to show how in

the case of some buildings and other monuments, considerahle

damage had already been done by the time his Department took
some of them over for appropriate action. They had to be thankful
to Mr. G. A. Wille, who took ap the question in the State Council
in 1940, as a result of which the Government received an impetus

1o take a more practical interest in the preservation of Dutch monu- -

ments. He explained tha.ti the moenuments in private ownership
could oniy be declared “ profected’” under the Antiquities Ordin-
ance, while those helonging to the Crown ecould be proclaimed
Archaeclogical Reserves. Those so far proclaimed as Reserves were:
The Foris at Galle, Kalpitiya, Jafina, Batticaloa, and Katuvana;
the Star Fort at Mabara, and the Duatch Burial Ground at
Negombo.

Dr. Paranavitana said that the Dutch historical monuments,
which were antiquities in the sense that all memorials prior to 1817
were considered antiguities, should have an equal place with other
gncient monuments in the education of the people.

Referring to the modern accretions on the sites of monuments:
he remarked that every endeavour would be made to have them re-
moved. In Jaffna, Galle and other important places, ¢ustodians
were heing appointed to look affer the monuments. A good idea
would be to have proper descriptions of the Duteh monuments made
and published, They should have an architectnral survey of all
Datch forfresses in the Island, and pubdblished illustrations for tha
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informa.tipn of those intérested in Dutch architectnre. He had that
project in view and heinvited the assistance of those who were in
a position to help him in that task, as well as the preparation of an
architectural monograph to those monuments, .

Dr. Parvanavitarna further suggested the pubhcablon of a small
spamphlet or handbook for the benefit of visitors and tourists, who
should find in- sach literature, brief descriptions of tihe salient his-
tiovical and arvchitectural characteristics of the more prominent
monuaments. If such a work was done, those monuments could play
a greafer part in the teaching of history than they did today, 'The
Duatch monuments were well suited to that purpose, because they
were located in the popular towns in the Island,

The following is a summary of Mr. R, L. Brohietr's paper (==

‘When I had the pleasure of addressing you sometime ago on
the objects of the Historical Monuments and Manuscript Commitiee,
I reminded you that there were three foundations on which history
reposes, namely, Tradition, Monnment and Manuscript . I ventured
to say that the sense of Sinbalese nationality would not have sur-
vived 2000 years, buat for the visible evidence of their past greatness.
I ohserved that the monuments of the Duteh period were the most
tangible links with a past which helped us to estiablish communal
identity. The scant notice we have taken of the Dutch monuments
hitherto, does not redound to our credit,

The more prominent memorials of the Dutich period are the
Forts and Churches, Of the larger Forts we still have Galle and
Jaffna intact. The demolition of the Galle ramparts was threatened
gome decades ago, bul up to now they continne to impart a peculiar
picturesqueness tio the town. There are smaller Forts at Kalpitiya,
Manaar, Hamerheil, Batticaloa and Matara, all in fair preservation;
and a few remains ab Negombo, Kalutara and at some places a few

- miles away from the coast, Naturally very little is left of the Fort

of Colombo. The ramparte were pulled down aboot 100 years ago
o make the fown more spacious and breezy. Until recentiy there

¥ ; stood behind Queen’s House an unique wicket-gate. This too was ,
“demolished with the recklessness which seems to have been a '

feature of the destruction done in the recent past. The portions
moszt distinetly Dufich about these Forts is the Gateway. We should
endeavour to have these at least protected for all time.

Regarding the larger Churches, the one at Galle known as

© Groote Kerk, and the one at Colombo, in the Gorden Gardens, were

demolished before British occupation. The Jaffna Church, the
oldest of this class of building, is the property of the Crown. The
Galle, Mabara and the Wolvendaal Churches belong to the consis-
tory of the Dubch Reformed Church. They are all unique reposi-
tories of Dutch history, and some joint action between Government
and the private owners for protecting the more important memao-
rials in them sdems degirable.

. There are a few small churches in the Jaffna Peninsula,in ruin,
They have special architectural features, nnd are well worth pre.
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serving for visitors imbued with antiguariin interest who may find
themselves in the northern parts. Negombo had a church, and so
had Batficaloa, but they have disappeared,

We next come to the old Duteh ' Kerkofs” or burial grounds.
No vigibor to these landmarks located at all important places in
Dutich times can have failed to notice the carelessness and want of

reverence for these memorials displayed by the successors and

descendants of the Dutech. The easgily portable head-stones have
been remaoved; some have been eut up for building purposes and to
pave the floors of private houses. Obthers served excellently as
coverings for drains and for steps.
these Dubich tomb-stones were used for commemorating persons
who died in the British period, by fresh inscriptions on the reverse
of the stone. Many a stone set in brick-work, or used as mural tab-
lefis in charches, possibly have earlier Dutch inseriptions on the
back of them.

There are few Dutch buildings of the domestic type extan$ in

Colombo. The last century saw the modernisation of many of them,

‘After much search only one of them can be found in Chatham
Street. In the Pettah, which remained a Datch quartier longer than
the Fort of Oolombo, many distinctive features of the Dutch build-
ings ware recently disclosed when demolition was effected to provide
fire-gaps for the elty. In Prince Sireet there still stands the old
Dutch Orphan House, now the Post Office.
the period.

The only outstation town Whlch is atill redolent of the period
in which it was a Dalch seftlement is the Galle Fort—narrow
atreets, wooden pillars, peculiar ornamental fanlights and doorway
lintels, floors paved with large bricks, and the characteristic
teature of Dutch colomal architeeture, the gable, are still much in
evidence.

The seeker after relies of Duteh times in Bentota will find an
old church and school hall, still being used as a school.. It has a
_ history and an inscription.. At Ambalangods there is another
" chureh-scheol, now used partly as the Resthouse garage and partly
as a Village Court. What is .to be deplored is the faet that this
building was paved with the grave stones of prominent personages
who were buried there. These possibly still lie below the pre-
sent flaor, It should be no great task to move bhem fo a place of
gafoty.

For what was done in the past the gratitude of every member
of our community must go onf to the small band of Bevenue Officers
who directed their energies fio preserve the relics of the Portuguese
and Dateh timaes by every possible means, Foremost among them
was J. P. Liawis, He left no Dasech monument nnvisited, and essay-
od a great task indeed when he brought them to the notice of the
public in his book “ Tombstones and Monuments in Ceylon.”

Sir Emerson Tennent referred to the Dutch in Ceylon as ‘ an
expiring community in Colombo ",

Evidence is not wanting that

It is an unique relic of

It is gratifying to know that

that will need the co-operation of generations.
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94 years afher, this expiring community can view the memorialg of
the Dutch peried with a measure of interest. It is ridiculous to
imagine that we can rectify the neglect of a century and a half in
a 'decade or two. This work of conservation and preservation is one
‘What is more, ws
must realise that there will be cagses where sentiment must give
way to utility. There are alterations which must involve the dis-
persion of some of these memorials, but happily that day when de-
molition or accretion was left to the will and decision of persons

.who were not competent to decide, have passed away. We embark

on a new era with much grea.ter hope that the monuments of the
Dutch Pariod will ind a place in imparting the higbory of Ceylon's
past.

‘GENEALOGY OF THE FAMILY OF HASSEL-
MEYER OF CEYLON.

(Compiled by Mr. D. V. Altendorﬁ).

I

Johannes Hazelmyer of Eyzerloon, Corporaal in the serviee of
the Dubch Hast India Company, married in the Dutch Reformed

. Church, Wolvendaal, 13th May 1770, Catharina Spaar, and he had

by her ;—-
1 Johannes, who follows. under II.
9 Maria Francina, married in the Dutch Reformed Chureh,
_ Wolvendaal, 2nd May 1790, Jean Henry Batta of Deone,
Soldaat in the Dutch Bast India Company.

II. :
Johannes Hazelmyer, baptised 5th May 1771, married in the

. Dutch Reformed Church, Wolvendaal, 15th April 1810, Johanna
‘Henriatta Matthysz, and he had by her :—

1 Johan Andreas Francois, who follows nnder III
II1.
- Johan Andreas Francois Hagselmeyer, baptised 27th Januvary
1812, marrisd in the Dubeh Reformed Church, Wolvendaal, 11th

‘May 1840, Anna Flelena BEhert, baptised 96h October 1808, died 23rd

Januvary 1876, daughter of Roeloff Hendrik Ebert and Johanns
Susanna de Waas. (D.B.U Journal, Vol. VI, page 78). He had by
her:—

1 Bdmund Joseph, who follows under IV.

2 Johanna Hendriatta, born 28th April 1845, married in the
Dutch Reformed Jhunrch, Wolvendaal, 1st May 1865, Bdwin
TDuncan Soerts, Head Clerk, Kachcheri, Galle, born 21st
September 1843, son of Henricus Alexander Soerts-and Eli.
zabeth Henrielta. Lourensz (D.B.U. Jourpal, Vol.. VIII,
page T1i). :
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iv.
Hdmund Joseph Hasselmeyer, born 16th April 18492, died 1898,

married in Holy Prinity Charch, Colombo, 28rd August 1874, Rliza-

beth Irvine, and he had by her:—
1 John Francis, who follows under V.
V.

John ¥raneis Hasselmeyer, born 27th March 1876, married in

8t. Paul’s Church, Pettah, Colombo, 30th April 1913, Joslin Hlla

Pieres, born 26th Novemher 1876, dauvghter of Fidward Pieres and.

Susan Williams. Ie had by heri— .

1 Jocelyn Edward Karl, born 24th Fehrnary 1914
2. Luoille Irvine, born 14th March 1816, .
3 Edmund Vernon Royce, born 10th April 1917,

‘ AN ACCOUNT OF CEYLON

By THOMAS PENNANT,

(Comtinuod from Page 50 of the issue for Oclober, 1948),

The Pandanus Odaratissimns, Linn. Suppl. Pl. 4. 424, Bumph. iv.
P, 139, tab. 74. Bromelia, de. Fl. Zeyl. P. 54, i a native of this island,
and also of Bgypt.® Tt is the most fragrant of flowers, and its seent so
- diffusive, that & single spike will perfume a whole chamber. It has
the appearance of the Ananas, or Pin‘e-apple. There are many varietiss
of it in Rumphins, The finest he distinguishes by the namwse of the Wild
Ping. The Porfuguesa eall it Aranas Brava. The fruit is red, and of
the size of 4 melon. The Juice is used medically in the Hrysivelas, &o.

Sativa, v. tab, 180. This spesies hag a clustered root; grows wild

in Jamaica, bui is greatly cultivated in India ag a food. D. Pentaphylla.

v, tab, 127, and Alata, Brown’s Jamaica, §59, Geravd, 925, The last
tha useful yams of the West Indies, are of equal gervice for their salu-
fary roots as a food. These, and numbers of othsr congensrous twining
Plants, agsist to support the Indian Peasantry, conbent with simple
diet. '

Papaya, Trew Ehret iab. 8, is common to the Hast and Wegt
Indies, and to Senegal. It is a singnlar free, baving the fruit growing

oub of the sides of thoe stem, of the form of a melon, and ribbed, filled

in the inside with seeds, and is as large as a child’s head: the stem is
quite straight, fhe leaves largde, and divided into numbers of lohes, This
tree is supposed to have been introduced by the Porbuguese from the
Brazils into the Fast Indies: many other species, now common there,
are thought t6 have baen brought by them from the new world.

Paradisiaca, v. tab. 60, Trew Rhret. tob. 18, 19, 20. This is.the
celebrated plant which the Jews believe to have been the tres of know-
ledge ot good and evi), placed in the midst of the Garden of Eden, which

*Forskhal, Pl. Egypt P. 172,

rlmp&rf,mg wisdom to those who fed on its fruits.

.speeies, with a shorter fruid.

. 91, 92, drveniu, Bheed. Malabar. 1 tab. 27.
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pur gresnt mother was forbidden to fouch; and by her dischedisnce
brought sush heavy penalty on all her offspring. Milton does nof
atbampt to describe it; he only says—
A bough of faivess fruis, that downy smil’'d,
Now gather'd, and ambrosial smell diffus'd. :
Moderns do nob speak in raptures of the fruit. Bir Joseph Banks gives
the most favourable acecunt, that they all have a pleasant vinous taste,

- T'hree species merit that praise ; the others must be dressed by frying

or hoiling, and so enten as bread. But the form of the plant is the most
grotesque in nature,  and most rich when loaden, as it ig, with its
gplendid looking fruit., The sliem grows to the height of ten or twelve
feet, and fio the thickness of a man’y leg, yet can readily be cut through
with a knife; neither does it live above two vears. -It eannot rize to
the dignity of a tree. 13 leaves are the largest of any known vegetable ;
some are more than twelve feet long, and two broad; are very smooth,
of an elagant green above, and yellow bensath ; they more resemble
paper than a leaf, and give a most rustling sound. The fruit grows in
vash olusters, and is of an eblong shape, and is filled with a pulp soft as
butter. Dogtior Traw, by the skilful hand of Rhret, gives of it the moesh

. gomprehensive idea.

Pala Pliniz. This fine pla.nt was noft overloocked by the a.ntlants
Pliny eartainly means this specles by his Pala, which he describes in -
thoze words, lib. xii, e. 6,— " Major alia poms et suavitate praecellen-
tior, quo sapientss Indornm vivunt, Folinm alas aviom imitatur longi-
fudine trinm cubitorum, latibudine duvm. Fructum cortice emittis,
admirabilem sucei du!cidine, ut uno quaternos satief. Arbori momen
palae, pomo arienae.’

This actocunt agrees we}i not only in the size of the leaves and
fruit, and delicacy of the pulp, but it also gives us reason to suppose,
that there had been some tradition delivered down to the Indians of itg
ha.ving been the Paradisiacal tree, and thal it continued the food of the
wise men, or the Brahming, as if it was supposed o sbill have power of
Linnasus gives the
name of ‘Musa sapientum, Trow's Ehret, tab. 21, 22, 23, to another
By the trivial he. seems to think this bo
have bean the tres of knowladge: but fo decide on the important dispate
ig far hevond my ahbilities.-

Serpentinum,—~vii. tab, 16 is a plant of most potent virtues, as an

- alexipharmie, and has been spoken of hefore.

Orientalis,~iv. tab. T1, is the Reffu, the bark of fishermen, from -
its great nge in dying their nets, and giving them durability. :

Nodosa, M. Bigemina M. Butade, Jecg. Am. 265. tab. 183, M.
Scandens, Rumph. v, tab. 4. M. Virgata, Burman. Zeyl. tab. 2. M.
Caesia, FI. Zeyl. ». 21%. M. Pennaia, Burman. Zeyl. tab. I, o most
slegant gpecies, with the flower branching on the summit in the lightesst
manuner. M, Tenwuifolia Syst. Pl ww. 553,

Ficus, Indica, RBumph. dmboin. iil. tab. 85. I have, at page 307,

. quite oub of course, anticipated the account of thig Wonderful species,

perhaps through znologwal parbialiby,
Religiosa is perhaps the drbor coneiliorum of Rumphins,iii. tab,
Thig is also & very singular
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kind ; the body rude fo the hizhest degres, as if formed of the aceretion
of many trunks, anguliar, and in many places cavernoue. The branches

spread out most extensively on the sides, grow across, interweven with

each obher, and often growing together, so that the whole has the
appoarance of some Lithodendra: the leaves of a pleasant green, and
placed so closely, as to form the thickest shade: the fruit small and
raund, of & faint tagte, but ars quickly devoured by the birds.
This tree has been venerated in India from the earliest times. The
- god Ram, charmed with its grotesque appearance, directed that worship
should be paid to it. .The superstition has heaen retained to this day.
It is called the Pagoda free, and tree of eouncils: the first from the
idols placed undsar its shade; the second, becanse meetings were held
uoder its ¢oal branchaes, In some places it is believed to be the haunt of
. gpectres as the antient spreading oaks of Wales have been of fairies.
. In others are erscted, beneath the shade, pillars of stones or posts, ele-
gantly carved, and ornamented with the most beautiful porcellave, to
supply the use of mirrors, Near Tanjore-is one of a mest prodigious
gize. : . :
(To bz continued).

NOTES OF EVENTS.

- Summary of Proceedings of the General Commitiee—16th Qciober
1945 :~—(1) A vote of condolence was passed on the death of Mr. D,
D. Jansz, (2) A vote of thanks was passed to Mr. de Wildt, Mr. A.
C, Tutein-Nolthenius and the Amateur Cine Service for their arsis-
tance in the Cinema Show in aid of the Help Holland Fund. (8)
Mr, T. B. Collette was appointed Secretary of the Fntertaipment
Committee vice Mr, F. W. de Vos resigned. (4} A vote of thanks
was passed tio Dr, B! L. Spittel for the gift of a pieece of land donated
to the Union for a Home for the Poor. (5} Mr. H. E. 8. de Krelser
underbook to arrange for a Programme of lsctures. (6) It was de-
cided nof to re-let the D.B. U, Roomsg when they next fall vacant
pending a decision as to their future use. (7) Mr: Leslis Foenander
was admitted as a member.

20th November, 1945, (1) Votes of condolence were passed on
the deaths of Mrs. J. P. de Vos, Mr. L. C. Austin and Mr. H. L.
Bartholomeusz. (2) The President reported that a cable bad been
sent tio the Seeretary of State urging allotment of a spee¢ific number
of seatg for the Burghers and others. (3} Decided that as the Dutch
Burgher Union was founded for enltural and social service purposes
and nob for political purposes,itiis considered desirable that in future
its aclivities should be confined to the furtherance of the otjects
spacified in the Constitution. (4) Tt was reported that a total of
Rs. 3,742.66 had been collected for the Help Holland Fund. (5) The
following new members were admitted:— Messrs. R.-I.. 3. van
Houten, H. V. T. Leembruggen, H. 8t. C, Rode, H. EL. Bartholomemz
and F. 8. V., Wright,

© . I8th December, 1945 :—Votes of condolence were pa.ssed on the
~deaths of My. H. L. Wendt and Mrs. Martensys, mother of Mr. J. A,

Martensz. Lz) A report was read regarding the work done by the -
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Ht. Nicolaas Fund, and the Committee in charge of the Fund re-
guested that it shonld be brought into relationship witbh the Dutch

~ Burgher Union. The request was acceded to and the following

members ware appointed to form the St, Nieolaas Flome sub-Com-
mittee: —The President, Secretary, and Treasurer {ex-officio), Messrs.
Q. L. de Kretser (Se.}, J. R. Toussaint, R. L. Brohier, G. A, Bpelde-
winde, Alex VanderStsra&ten, B. A. VanderStraaten, 1.5.0., H Vanden
Drissen, Dr. Sam de Vos, Miss Violet vanderStraaten, Messrs, C. P.
Brohier, C. L, Beling, Col. V. H. ., Anthonisz, Col. W. H. V. de Rooy,
Mr. Kenneth de Kretser, Mrs, A. 1., B Ferdinand, Miss M. Vanden-
Driesen, Mrs, R. B. Jansz, Dr. E. L. Spittel, and Mr. Fred Loos (Se-
cretary and Convener) with power to co-opt members, its duties
being fo collect funds and to build, equip, maintain and administer
the proposed Home. {8) The question of appointing a full-time Se-
cretiary and Treasurer was considered, and the following Commiitee
was appointed to report on the matter:—The President, Secretary,
Treasurer, Messrs, J. B. Toussaint, E. A, VanderStraaten, R. L. Bro-
hier, W. E. V. de Roy, C. A. Speldewinde, F. R. Iioos, C. L. Beling,
Dr V. R. Schokman, and Dy, Sam de Vos. (4) Mesgers, R, C. W,
Paulusz and My, . V. Ferdinands were re-elected as members.
Founder’s Day —:We publish elsewhere My, W. E. V. de Rooy's
addrese on Founder's Day, and we give helow the President’s re-
marks at the opening of the Celebrations. Mr, Kenneth de Kretser
said :  Thisis .our Day of Remembrance. To-day, as in previous
vaars, we have gathered here to pay tribute and honour the memory
of the late Mr. R. G. Anthonisz, the Founder of the Union, whose
portrait yon ses yonder. Thirty-seven years ago the late Mr, Antho-
nisz, that great and simple man, assisted by a few others, had the
foresight to realize that unless our Community was united by an
Association of this nature, we were in danger of losing our identity
and place in the well'being of the Country. We, older members,
who had the privilege of meeting and knowing him, will not forget
him —to you younger members his is but a name, but just as you
were taught in History to remember great men, I ask you to think
of Mr. Anthonisz as one who strove his utmost to up-lift and keep

" the Community together. We are to-day passing through critical:

times, and at no period in the history of the Community has it been
s0 necessary for us to keep together and maintain our identiby.
Just ag an Englishman, a Frenchman, a Sinhalese or a Tamil is
proud of his identity and holds it sacred, so is a Duteh-Burgher. We
are proud of the tradition and culfure left to vs as ouyr heritage by
‘out forebears the Duteh.  There is, however, one imporbant differ-
ance between tha Europeans who live here and ourselves, and that
ig to us Ceylon is the land of our adoption, i.e. our home, and there-
fore, although we are Duteh Burghers, we are not unmindful of the

fact tha.t we ave also Ceylonese.

" Our relations with the other Communities have always been
cordial and T trust will always remain so. Although I say it myself,
T think we have earned a repubation for our integrity, intelligence
and good citizenship, and the other Communifies may rest assured
‘that we are ready tio help them, for we are as keen as they are tosee
the caantrv advanas sao lone ag ik i in the vicht diraatinn. Wa hava
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with us to-day a fow representatives of the other Communities, and
I wish them %o know that we are very happy to have them with us
on this memovable day. We algo have the Founder's son-in-law,
Mr. Koch, who is here on a holiday from Australia. We are very
pleased to see him, At our Founder's Day celsbrations we make it
@ point to refresh our minds in regard to our past history and what
we stand for. To-day we have our good friend, Col. W, B, V. de
Rooy, o tell us about the history of our Union. As I told you once
before, Col. de Rooy is o a great extent responsible for the construe-
tion of this nice building in which we meet to-day. I have great
pleasure in cailing upon Col. de Rooy to address ug.”

Obituary —We regret to record the death, in December
1945, of Mr.-Henry Liorenz Wendt. A son of the late Mr, Justice
Wendt, the deceased followed in the foobsteps of his father, and his
career in the Liegal Department gave every promise of being as dis-
tinguished as that of his father had been. After serving asan
Assistant Legal Draughtsman for some years, he was appointed
Distriet Judge of Galle, and thereafter Qommissioner of Requests,
Colombo, He was held in much esteem by the members of the Bar,
who appeared before him, for hig high qualities of head and heart.
But he was compelled by ill-health to retire while still comparatively
young, and his sudden death at the age of 41 came as a shock to his
friends. .

News from Holignd. '' Let me tell you that the reaords at the
Hugus are in excellent condition''. This news comes in a lsiter from
Miss M, W. Jurriaanse, written to a friend in Ceylon recently, Con-
tinuing, she says:—' Qur poor couhtry has not lost those treasurss of
the past. Wa are slowly getling on our feet again, but the job will be
hard " .

Roaders will reeall that Miss Jurriaanse spend some years in
Ceylan, translating and eompiling a ' Catalogue'ol the Arehives of the
Dutch Central Government of Coastal Ceylon, 1640--1796".. QOn the
termination of her agreement she left for the United States of Ameriesn,
but would appear $o have returned o Holland on the 15th of Auguss,
and agsumed dutias as Archivist of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs.

"My room 7', she says, in her letter; ' is beautiful, and furnished
with the farniture formerly belongmg to Seyss Inguart, the tyrant of
Holland ”. She ends up by saying: “ I long for your benutiful Island
whera bhere is no winter and tha hardshlpa of lifo seem easy sompared
with )Wha.t is going on in our crowded bombed towns”.—{Communi-
caled '

Help Holla'ﬂ.d Fund. Tn _a.cknowledgmg recelpt of the D.B.U. con-
tribution of Re.'3,2388 towards t-hls Fund, the Honorvary Secvetary, Mr.
R. G. Gibson.wrote ag follows:—" 1 wish to express on behalf of the
- mambers of the Help Holland Committee our sincere thanks and great
"~ admiration for the magnificent response your Union has made to ihe
appeal, which, coupled with the generous coniributions made through
the Duteh Reformed Church and $ha invaluable services rendeved by
our Chairman, makes a most praiseworthy btofal eontribution from the
Duteh Community, - '

[ Notz by Hditor: The Chairman of the Heip Holland Fund was
D V. R Scickman ] '
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