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Introduction

The story of the Boer prisener-of-warin Ceylon will in four years
bs half a cenbury old, The majority of that generation which witnessed
the arrival of theso Burghers from overseas, and were able to contem-
plate this notable event in its maturity and decline, sleep with their
fathets, Those who were in their teens at the time have reached the
dignihyqof old age, .

The recent war years, which have happily ended, brought this
unique- bygons event into prominence from the point of view of
comparative history., If emphasized the sad reflection that one cannob
enjoy a eloser intimaey with the lot of the Boar captives, and with the

origin of 6hat swiftly ereated town in Ceylon where they ware inferned,

without burdensome vesearch.
In four pages of a number of T'he Jowrnal published seventeen

. yearg ago™, the late Myr. B. H. Vander Wall;, with aptness of phrase

which makes his picture as mellow ag it is deligh$ful, briefly vecounted.
his reminisecences of “‘The Boers in Diyatalawa'’, He was lucky in
his maberial, for he claims o bave besn one of the first to see the Boers
arrive and vigit them at Diyatalawa. It is indeed a pity ha hag not
told us move,

For the rest we must turn to all but forgobten and scatferad
writings which repose in newspapesr eubiings, poriedicals, und pamphlets.
Bo far as the author is aware, no book which deals eomprehensively
with the subjeet has ever heen published. As we live in & peried of
gshorfi memories, some endeavour is being made in thig geries of

.eonbribibions to bring into more permanent form = sfore of bygone

facts, whieh should be of apecial historical interest to readers in Souhh
Afrlcau. and tha Dateh Burgher Gommumw in Geylnn ‘

"'Volume xviii, No, 3
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The work, it will in due course ba seen, is divided inte two parts,
Tha chapters whieh deal with the arrival of the Boer prisoners in
Caylon, descriptions of their eamps, and other items of interest connec-
tod with their transient scjourn, lay no pretension to be other than a
suparficial atbempt to bring to memory the more important features of
thig event. _

The colleetion of mortuary inssriptions, on the other hand, which
“torms the second parb, is a complete aolleckion of reduced facgimilies of
the originals found in the Boer Cemetery at Diyatalawa in the year
1929, Rvery effort was made, not only to eopy them faithfully, but
also to follow ag nearly as possibie the quaing orhhography of 6he
originals.

“The words and lettering on many of the inseriplions may excite
criticism. DPeriodical renovation and re-painting at the hands of people
unacquainted with the la.ngua.ge have led to numercus allerations in
tha original lettering, omisgsiong and inaceuraeies. These depredations
unwibtingly eauged by the indifferent, eradled the germ which gave rise
to the idea of compiling & reeord of the mural tablets in situ.

Whera a store of facts have been accumulated by a process of
winnowing from pamphlet and newspaper arbicle, it is & human fault to
forget the souree of some of thig information., The author desires how-
evar, specially to acknowladge here, the thanks due to Mr. L. E. Blaze
for numerous newspaper cub$ings, on which chiefly the first part
developed and expanded.

' (1)
Which descnbes their. Arrival and the Discovery of
D:yatalawa

_ Much wag said and written at the time of the rightis and wrongs of

a conflies which history named the Great Boer War. Although ag a
war it interasted other nations, its issue was not sueh as to cause grave
anxiety to any other but the belligerents. Oeylon contributed to this
war in two widely different ways. Hor ona, if raised s Mounted
. Infantry for servies in Soath Afriea, and undertook the expense of
equipping, arming and fransporiing the Contingen, providing horses
for members not able to supply themselves. For the other, it solved an

Imperla.l problom regarding the internment of thousands of Bner

prisoners.

The reason why Ceylon was selecbed to supplament St. Helena as
a placa of internment of the prisoners of the Boer War, has never been
revealed. Popular opinion at the time credited the Gavernor, Sir West
Ridgeway, too with ready acquieseenca te the Imperial experiment.
Many declarsd that the Governor's friendship with Liord Roberts, under
whome he served as Palitival Officer in Afghanistan, had something to do
with the selection of Caylon., DBubt as nething perhaps is to bs gained
by venburing too deeply in search of the policy which introduced the
eaptive Boer into this. Tsland, there seems no justifisation for dwelling
on this point,

allayed all fears:
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It seemed abundantly olear that Cevion undoubtedly possessed
advanbages for secursly and comfortably lodging Furopsan prisonsrs-ol-
war, Local conditions promoted the agsurance thab, compared with .
Cape Town, where the prisoners brought their plans of wholesale escape
to the verge of maburity withous the aunthorities having the slightest
sugpicion of fheir intentions, the chances of escape from Oeylon were
very remote. It was equally evident that the possibility of local
connivanes with effortis o escape would be reduced to a minimum,

This, of ecourse, prazents the Government point of view., We pass on
bo gabher how the prospect of having so large a contingent of Boer
prisonerg in their midst was received by the people of Ceylon. When
the local prese initially splashed in headlines the secret which had been -
carefully preserved, there was much public doubt as to the wisdom of
the arrangement. A “family man and tea-planter’”’, wrote to the loeal
papers :— Imagine what it would mean to Ceylen if it were saddled
with more Boer prisonsrs than thare are Euvopean British subjects, As
prisoners-of-war are not oonfined to prison walls and treated like
criminals, how are they to be guarded, and what sheuld be given them
to do ? It would be madness on the part of England tosend a large
number of prisoners to Ceylon. The very thought of thousands of
Boer prisoners-of-war in the Island, is enough to depreciate our great
industry and create a longing desire to go out of the country.”

Yot others fancifully stressed the fact that the entire Furopean

.. popilation of Cevlon at that tima did not exceed six thonsand, while the

arrangement foreboded the advent of five thousand ‘rough, vneultured, .
erafby and treacherous” Boer prisoners, with no more than a thousand

troops to guard them. In domesgtie civeles fears were entertained’
econeerning the enhanced pricss of provisions and foodstuff which woeuld

directly result from this enforced invasion. Even the wizseand prudeng

shook their heads disapprovingly.

Bub in its Governor, Cevlon at that time possessed a great diplo- -
mab. What is more, Sir West Ridgeway was a great orator, Usirng
evary opporbunity to give public utterance to his views he gradually
He assured the house-wife ‘that ab the most “the
price of pumpking might possibly rige I'" Thae happy results he antiei-
pafied from taking the public info. his confidence were soon in great
measure realised. Confroversy gradually snbsided, and Ceylon settled
down bo view with a measure of complacency the arrival of the Boer
capiives. The modsel Imperial sanatorium which today enjoys the
parfection of climate in ideal surroundings, and is so well known
throughout the Indian and Hastern world, was the discovery of this
Imperial experiment. '

Eversinee those early days when the British oesupied the cenfral
portion of Ceylon, Upper Uva was regarded as afavoured region and the
haalthiest part of the Island. Although geographically known, Diya.
falawa was just a speek in & gIorloua siretch of landsoapem—nothmg
more. :

Ahouf thitbesn yeary hefora the arrival of the Boer prisoner-of-war

in Caylon, a tract of land in Diyatalawa (literally “the wabered plain’’)
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wazg lessad from Government by the Rev. Samuel and’ Mrgs, Langdon as
the site for an Orphanage and Industrial School, It is recalled that
when fihe foundations of the orphanage buildings wers being laid, only
the few huls of the lapourers employed on the work splashed the
outlook of rolling patana.  The only other building on which the eye
rested wag the club house on Wilson's Plaing, several miles distant.
With the gradual growth and development of the Wealeyan Missionary
Seftlement, the pla.ae came to be known as "Happy Valley'’. The
Misgion Houge was buils after the Orphanage, in turn there sprang up
bhe Reformatory and Hospital.

Finally, a prottily situated Chapel was erected on n site off what is
foday called the Polo Ground. The valley was consequently gradually
erowded with numbers of busy workers, some tending plots which were
planted in Tea, others learning a trade in carpentry or other industrial
parsuits. Diyatalawa and the Happy Valley thus became a frequented
rosort of travellars off the beaten track, and its vast possibilities for
gxpansion were apparently not lost sighh of in Gtovernment circles,

The pionesr sffort of Missionary anterprice was consequently the

inspiration which invested Pliyatalawa with a fame and prominence faw
eould have anticipated for it. In the month of April of the vear 1900,
the Woesleyan Mission had summarily to move, Barely three weeks
" later an officert of the Pablic Works Department, who was at the time
serving as Disfrict Hngineer, Kurunegala, received instructions to take
over the supervision and erection of a camp at Diyatalawa, for quarter-
ing the Boer prisoners-of~war.

There followed the mosk ramarkaple exhibition of ‘what orgamsed
local labour can accomiplish when' kept going at it. The five aores of
undulating land selected ag a site for the camp presented a scene of
aotivity whigh was unprecedented, and barely eclipsed by any town-
planning or building scheme, put through in our own times under the
shrain of emergency oceasioned by a world-war. On the ground all sorts
of bailding implemanty were strewn in- profusion, iron bars, sheets of
. galvanised iron, planks, bartels of cemont, bricks and buckets, All day,
and even infio the night, the valley throbbed to the toil of builders and
engineers. Labourers in gangs of hundreds, a large proportion of them

being women, moved to and fro earrying earth to hand-carts that passed. '

up and down a naet-work of road-ways. Loadaed frucks clattered as
fhey ran along twa-foot ground framways to dump bthe earth from
excavations into tha yellow sﬁagnant swampg hummocked by the
patanas.

Before 4 bare period of fen weeks had elapaed the ea.mp s
originally planned to acscmmodate 2,500 prisoners and & guard of
1,000 men, besides the staif and labour establishments, was ecompleted,
and was handed over fo the Prisoners’ Quarters’ Commandant. Water,
obbained {rom streams on the hillside, flowing through Roshampton

and Kahngalla estates, above the railway, was Iaid from suibtable .

intakes to a break of pressare tank, and thenge to four servies fanks
acustrue&ea in eloge proximity to the camp. A masterpiece of baffling

tMr. R, W, Sml\th

i
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doubla barbed-wire fencing, and trenchesg, girdled the prispners’ eamp,
Arc and flare lamps had heen provided to light up this barrier at night.

" Klectrie lights bad been installed in all the staff and military buildings. -

A fire-wood wire-shoot had been provided and ran parallel with an
aerial framway raised on IHiffel Tower like structures, for conveying
gtores over a distance of thres-guarters of a mile from rail-head to
Quartermagter’s sbtore. A motalled road constructed from railway
afalion fe camp complebed means of commumcablon ‘by - affording
vaehieular access.

Myuly, as if by a miracle, what bus a while ago was a bleak pa.tana
panetured by a faw straggling buildings, materialised info a veritable
town of pilver sheen—for such the mass of corrugated iron buildings
losked like in the glare of a tropieal sun. From the heights of the
girdling ranges of mountaing elevated. two thousand feet and more,
whieh ovarlooksed &he valley, and from disbances even as much as
tweonty milas ag the crow flies, this swiftly ereated town in Ceylon was .
visible to visibor and rvesident. It beeame a landmark which never
failad to arrest the afiention and showed up all day as a bold white
pateh—at one moment bathed in sunshine, ab anotibher mottled by the
play of subduned light and shadow caused by the clonds which floated
over the valley at great height.

The first -bateh of prisoners-of-war sent from South Afriea to
Caylon arrived at Colombo on the 9th of Augngt, 1960, by the firansport
“Mohawk”, Furthar batehes arrived from time to time, the last, at the
beginning of June in the following year. The total number of Boer
captives eventually interned in the Island was 5,089, Since the
camp was nob originally planned to afford accommbodation for quite
this large number of prisoners, additions had fio be made. The cireling
bagrier of entanglements inereased in course of bime to a circumference
of nearly two miles.

Records show thab with llthla delay and no hiteh these eontingents
of captives were immediately transferred from steamer to camp. Bub
gsomething that has not been recounted and perhaps never will be; is the

*Schedule of Boer arrival in Ceylon.

No, of Prisoners of war
Date of Azrival in each Batch
in Ceylon Name of Vessel Free | Trans- | Uitlan- Total
. Staters|vaalers| ders ota
1900
Aug. g Mohawk — 113 120 242
Do 11 Orient —_— 26 26 52
Sept., 3 & 4 Ranee | B26 48 27 898
Do 8,9&10 Bavarian 1,230 42 19 1,291
Do 11 & 12 Dilwara 800 L 146 42 988
Do 13 &'15 Mangolian 719 — 4 723
‘Do 26 City of Vienna 57 184 20 261
Nov.10 Ranee 128 96 7 241
- 19¢1
Jan, 10 Catalonia —_ — e 530
June 1 City of Cambridge — — — 103
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firsb impression whieh aggailed the minds of these rough, but simple and
unsophisticated warriors, when they ook their firgt view from the
exit of the summit-level tunnel near Pattipola, over the Uva amphithea-
tre, and glimpsed as they looked down between breaks in white seas of

cloud and vaponr, ths rolling patanas and the tin-roofed town which

wad their destination, sitting far away in the distance.

Sad and dour though they were, who can venture to doubt that it
must have been with a shock of delight that they bsheld in that vast
panoramic landseape many of the characteristics of their own country.
Here indeed were veldi and kopjes, surrounded by mountains as rugged
and ag full of cover ag their own-—South Africa all over again,

" And what of f,he other featioras in thab ever changing kalsidoscope
which all travellers may even today visnualize asthe train slides, in and
oub of successive lnwvnels, and crosses viaducts bridging deep gorges, on
its slow and cirenitous approash to Diyatalawa ? The glens of rich
vegetation spangled with cinnamon-tipped myrtle and the blood-red
rhodadendron, the sirips of forest trailing along the ginucus courses of
ravines which berminate 80 abruptly on the whilom grassy expanses;
here and there, the charred e¢rescenis oi burnt patana, fired during the
months of July and August so that a crop. of tender sneculent shoots
may spring up for the cattle grazed on them, and the villages, seaftered

far and wide in the sheltered valleys, ten, twenby, soms nearly thirty

miles distant, their plcturesgue huts peeping from a preity sebbing of
foliage and studding the marging of the mdist green paddy-fields. As
the aye wanders further afield, & mountain horizon, on the one side the
gigantic pile of Namuopukula looped up in a-silhouette of undulations o
tho eraggy heights of Hakgala or the “Jaw Rock’™; on the other, the
prommeqﬁ heights of Nayabadde, St. Oathrines and Craig, mergmg
into the forest-topped peak Totapola.

Suorely, it has been amply proved that nobhmg was wanting in bhig
choice of a locmllﬁy to alleviate the Iot of the Boer who had to be kept
under regtraint in Ceylon,

LORD VALENTIA IN CEYLON.

Liord Valentia is ranked by a well-knewn Ceylon hisborian as
one of the primary authorifies on the early history of British rule
in Ceylon. He wrote and published in 1809 & voluminous work
running into three quarto volumes enfitled  Voyages and Travels
to India, Ceylon, the Red Sea, Abyssinia and Egypi, in the years
1802, 1803, 1804, 1805, and 1806.7, fifty-seven pages being devoted
to Geylon. But in spite of hig herculean literary labours, very little
is k.nown about the author himself, or of hiz references to Ceylon.
This may be due to the fact that, owing to the high cost of the -
work, sach volume runeing into about 500 pages, printed and bound
in an ornate style, it must have been beyond the reach of the aver:
age reader. Iu J. B, Turner regarded Lord Valentia's observations
- regarding Ceylon in the early years of the ninecteenth century as

ey
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“ the prmclpal anthority for the diplomatio higtory of that time”

his informant being presumed to Governor North himself,

* the Bast Tndia Company and their allies.

Gaorge, Viscount Valentia, was born on 7th December, 1770,
and educated ab Rugby and Ozford. He joined the army, in which
he served until 1790. What he did on the termination of his mili-
tary service is not known, bat abont ten years later he conceived

the ides of studying the history of India on the spot, and applied to

the Directors of the Nast India Company for permission to visit
that country, ineluding Ceylon, In view of his high status, the
Government of India deerned it necessary to issue pecial instroc-
tions to the (ivil and Military officers of the districts throuvgh
which Yord Valentia proposed to travel regarding the respeet to be
shewn to him in his intercourse with the Native Princes, and the
degrae of attention, precedence, and respect to be accorded to him
by British subjects during his progress through the possessions of
A copy of thesze instruc-
tiong was also sent to Ceylon.

Tiord Valentia started, on his journey on the 3rd June, 1809,

' embarking on board the East Indiaman Minerva accompanied by

Me. Henry Salt, his S8ecretary and Draunghtsman, who subsequently
provided a numbear of interesting drawings fo illustrate the work.
The ship touched at Madeira, St. Helena, the Cape of Good Hope,
and the Nicobar Islands, and Caleuttsn was reached on the 26th
January, 1803, the Marquis of Wellesley being the Governor-General
at the tima. After a short stay in Caleutta, Lord Valentia began
hig tour of India, the journeys heing performed chiefly by palan-
quin. At every city in which he stayed he met the principal nota-
bilities of the place, both Buropean and Indian. As illustrabtive of
the mebhods of travel in those days, it may be mentionad that Lord
Valentia had an escort of men of a native regiment, and his entour-
age consisted &f the following:—39 bearers, 16 jemadars, hir-
carvahs, etic., 6 khidmabgars, 2 gaiges, 16 men for cooking and
taking eare of sheep, ete., 50 servants with tents and hackerys,
10 men in charge of the elaphants, 28 bearers, and 120 sepoys and.
followars, making a grand totial of 287.

We will not follow Liord Valentia on his various journeys in
India as we ars mainly concerned with his stay in Ceylon. He left
India on the 6th of December, 1808, on board the Charles transport,
and on the morning of the 17th of that month those on board saw
the flag fyving in the little fors of Hambantota. from whence a boab
came off from the Commanding Officer asking for particulars of the
ghip and its destination. Dondra Head was passed the following
evening, and the next morning they wers within four miles of Galle
Harbour. After communicaling with the military authorities on
ghore, which was the usual procedure in those days, Lord Valentin -
was invited by the Jommandant, Iieutenant-Colonel Maddison, of
the 65th Regiment, to be his guest during his stav in Galle.
deseribes the Duteh houses as containing very large rooms, with
thick walls and eeilings, the windows having the upper parts glazed,

He -
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and the lower parts shut in by lattices. He did not see much of
the Dutch residents, who owing to their straffened cirecumstances,
did not go much into saciety.

Lord Valentia left Galle on the 20th of December, travelling
by land, with an escort of seven sepoys, and reached Colombo two
days later, where he was the guest of Lord North. Mo quote his
own words:—" By one o'clock I arrived at Hlis Excelleney’s country-
lodge ab St. Sehastian’s, sitnated very pretifily on a fresh-water
lake, that nearly insulates the fors, of which there ig a pleasing
view. The house is wretched, having been transformed into a habi-
tiation from a former powder magazine, and within a hundred vards
the Dutch had placed the powder mills, now likewise rendered
habitable, where I'immediately took up my residence. My reception

from His Excellency was most kind and friendly, and as an invalid

I was rejoiced to find myself in such eomfortable quarters. I imme-
diately placed myself under the care of Mr. Christie, the chief
surgeon, a young man of very considerable talents, which have
been employed for the benefit of the setilement during the very
fatal time we have possessed it. I was obliged to confine myself in
great measure to the house, where His Fxecellency contrived every
possible amusement . Making a virtue of nécessity, Lord Valentia
spent the greatier part of his time in writing an account of Yord
North’s negotiations with the Kandyan Court, based on material
Turnished by the Governor himself. ) '

As.shewing the relations thab gubsisted between the ruler and the
people ie those days, ib may be mentioned that on Christmas Day the
nafiives of rank came to pay.their respects to the Governor. On ‘being
pregenfed to Lord Valentia, they all, he says, “made the attempt to
prostrate themselves and embrace my knees, but I raigsed them and give
each an embrace’’. The Maha Mudaliyar was dressed in blue silk with
gold chains ‘and medals. The Moors, he says, were dressed in white
robes, “'with jewels in thair ears ',

Lord Valenéia seems to have been anxious to meet the Duteh
ladiss, but they had taken offence at Captain Percival’s caricature of
them in his work on Ceylon, and they would not therafore vigit an Eng-

lish Governor.: They had previcusly had a dispute with Liord North

bacause he had asked them %o a ball before he invited them to
dinoer. TLiord North persuaded them bo overcome their geruples and
then invited fhem to dinner, bub poor Lord Valentia was destined to
disappointwent, as he records that *' hardly a lady cama®.

Lord Valentia's references to the Dutch repeat the usual prejudiced
sbatemuents made by Pareival, Cordiner, and other early writers. Ha
abtributes to Lord North the authorship of the gtory of a Budgdhis
who claimed to be a " Duteh " Christian. A varient of this is that
the man said he was a “Government' Christian. By way of shewing the
carslessness of the Dabch io mabbers of eriminal adminisbration, Tiorg
Valentia instances the case of a prisoner who had been sentenced to

one year's imprisonmenft being made to gsrve three and u half yoarg -

“the very opposite was the case.
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owing to the mistake of a clerk, TLapses of this nature are notb pecaliar -
to the Dutch. They have been known to oceur gven'in cur own day,
but we kuaw bstber than to blame a whole people for the fault of an
individual. _—— |

The Dutch are charged with having ** discouraged agriculture and
thereby increased tho distress of the natives a.nd.depopu_lu'.ned thejr terri-
tories ', whereas, on the testimony of suecessive British Governors,
They are also said to have_had a pre-
judice against the sea air, and to have built ‘'all the houses in the FOI"IE
of Colombo with their backs towards it.and by means of wallg kept it

‘off as mueh as possible”.. There is no marked indication of this ten- -

deney in the Dutch houges which existed at the time of -the British

o ocenpation, but even if there was, the Dulch must be eredjted with

uneommon foresight, as the progent tendeney.is wob to build I}OUses
facing the sea owing to the damage caused by sea spray and the incon-

‘venisneed attending the onset of the south-weslk mongoon.

’B‘y the 10tk of January, 1804, Lord Valentia had Feuovex:ad from
the indisposition which had kept him practically a prisoner in Lord |
North's honse, and ha began to make preparations for his departure.
He left on the 14th of January via Negombo, and reached Tg.la.lmannar _
on the 24th. He erossed over and set oot on Indian soil the sama
day. - He confinued hig travels in India and other partg of the world,
finally returning to Hogland on the 26th October, 1_806, affsgr an ghser_:ce
of four years and four months. He entered. Parliament in 1808 and
remained’ a member until 1812. In 1816, on' kis father’s dea.bh,.hel_
sugeseded to the.Irish peerage as second Farl Mountnorres. He died

on tée 28rd July, 1844. | J.R.T.

PRESE_DENTIAL 'ADDRESS

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING, 1946,

. 7 * Mhe rebiring President, Mr. H. K. de Kretser, addresged the mest-
‘ing as follows:—' Most of you are- aware that I do nob propess to

. gtand for eleetion as your President this year, and a3 I shall not there-

fore have an opporbunity of addressing you sgain, T wish to take advan-

_ tage of this oceasion to gpesk to the Members on some particnlar mat-

tiers withoub elaborately reviewing the work of the different Com\mitteas,
as ig uguslly done ab our Annual mesting. You have all ‘repqived our
veport for 1945 wherein you will find reports of the activities of the
Union, and ag I have just said I wonld rather on this oceasion spaa_k o
you on other matbers than repeat what you already know. Suﬁjce it to
gay that I am deeply grateful o the Secretaries and Membars. of. b.ha

“warious Committees for the invaluable and resdy help they haveinvaria-

. bly vendered. I have been your President for 4 yeare and bave iilherea_ .
fore an intimate knowledge of the work done and the work that s_tlll re:
meains to be done,
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“ Committees. In the first place I wish to .;3 aak rari

Gommiuﬁees.thah organige the work that is beinl,:; car‘;ffi(:c}im :&flogg
the Union, and I trust you will forgive me if T he frank in this
mabter. The members that form thege Oommittess may be elassifiad
uander 3 heads—good, indifferent and bad. “The good members have
__randerf:d excellent service in and out of season, they take a personal in-
teresh in the work and are always ready and eager to-do all they could
and the Union gratafully salutes thom,
group —these members will only attend meetings if they are eonstantly
rominded and when they do come they are guite useful. . The last group
—the bad members, seldom or never attehd a meeting and are mere

ornaments, bub on paper help to make cur’ Commitbess appear strong, .

Why thiy agiee to be members I do not know. Generally speaking, the
work of. the Committees as a whole might be better. I fully appret;ia.ha
tha.!:, with the war on, the last few years were diffieult, as we were ap
againgt petrol restrictions, the black-out, and so fort]ﬁ, and I personally
- know of several excellent members who, keen as they were to attend
the meabings, could not do'so. I do earnestly hope with conditiohs.now
more _f_avourable that there will be an appreciable improvement in this
vaery lmpqrha_,ub matber. The strength of our Union is in ¢ur Commit-
‘bees,'for it is through them that we can gauge the feeling of the mem-
bers in our different activities and so plan our work. Our Committee
meatings are condusted in an informal manner as far as digcussion is
ceneerne@, aod if the members would only attend regularly and take a
pPrsona,l _mherest in the work and give us the henefit of their well-con-
siderad views a great deal could be done. Members should NOT agres
fio gerve on Oon?mittees unless they are prepared to attend the meetings
regula.rly and give of their best. ‘,E-emember there may be others only
top Wllll?g to serve, and useless members merely block their way. The
Secrebaries are of course the key men-—they must show initiative and
be.leaders—--they muat not sit sight and expect to be asked to do somie-
thiog. On the contrary, they must be live-wires. The President and
the Gene_ml Commiftes expect them to keep on making suggestibns and
finding bhe_wa.yfs and means of deing gomething, and there are plenty of
opporbunifies ih the work of every (Uommitiee. The members of the

Committees are expecied to rally round their Seeretaries and support

. them_in their work. Now that the war is over and normal times. are
drawing near, I trust our Committees will awake bo their responsibili-

Eie;s-rwe are pasging through oritiesl bimes when innetion would be
atial. ! '

‘Ou_r Youth. T now wish o briefly refer to the youth of our
Community. For‘some fime now the seeming indifference displayed by
them towards their own Community and the activities of the Union and

- to matters fhat should obyviously inferest them have caused the Union

groat disappointment and anxiety, Nothing sesms to i

frivolity and that will lead them nowhere. gWB'seel':jr;) 1?:9::39“1:2]:?:;?:2
Leadars_and I do 'hope that these who have & flair in this direetion will
soon ba found to lead our youth in the right direetion. You will re-
ma_mber that I, from time to time, have made suggestions for forming
anits of Boy Scouts and Girl Guides, of Hikicg and Cyeling Clubs, and

The next is the indifferent

*z‘lﬁf’.

L g

e,
T

\“‘E’c"bﬂu

“what was thair own country.

. ‘and agual education.

DUTCH BURGHER TUNION 11

aven having our own Orchestra, but with the war on, the formation of
these was difieuls, but they should not be lost sight of. We are in an
sge where youbh all over the world is playing an. iroporfant part—we
have excellent material to work with, and I, earnestly hope we shall soon
£ind leaders who will come forward and make the Union attractive to
our youbh. This ig a vital matter at a time when we are particularly
anxious to keep the Community together and inculeate into ths minds
of our youth the Aims and Objects of tha Union and what we stand for.

“New World. T must passon for T have yet & few things to say.
The late Mr. Wendell Wilkie predicted that there would be a New

. World after ths war, and T have uo doubf that when the World settles

down after the tarrible years of blood-shed and tears, of bifterness and
hardship, it will be a new world, in ifs conception, its ontlook, ite busi-
ness morality, and its relationship with others. Rvery country will be
a new ecountry, 80 to speak, and I would now like to sav a few. words

. ahout the place of the Dutech Burghers in NEW CEYLON. TFirstly

wibh vegard to employment, and gecendly with regard to their relation-
ship with the other communities.

“fMhe Duteh Burghers, as we all know, played an extraordinarily
important part in the Administration of Ceylon ever since fhe Island
wag eonguered by the British 150 years ‘ago, the reason for this being
that our forefathers being a Furopean race had the same enlightenment
a3 the British, whersas the people of the counbry viz, the Sinhaleze
and Tamils, had not of courga the game culbure, administrative ability,
and experience ag judged by Huropean gbandards. What more natural
tKen than for the British Rulers to use the Duteh to their best advau-
bage, although in numbers they were a mers handful, The Dulch wera
outstanding for their loyalty, integrity, and business acumen, and if
was thersfora to the mutual benefit of the British and Duteh thatb this
atate of affairs should exist, The loeal inbabibants, ag we know, are
aqually intelligent and shrewd and it therefore follows that they soon
vealized thab it was up to them by aequiring the more moedern Buropean
methods o make themselves fit for taking parb in the adminigtration of
8o for.the last 150 years the local in-
habitants gradually educated themselves to Western methods by send-
ing thair children to the local Engligh schools and Colleges and later to
the Universities and Business Houses in Tlurape, and we see them foday

“egually intielligent with any Kuropean nation, and it is therefore but

logical thah they should now take parb to & greatar extent in the adminis. .
tration of the eountry and in the other walks of life. They count nearly
& million people to the 80,000 or so of the Burghers, and being now, so
to spealk, equally educated, it stands to reagon that in proportion to
their numbers they should have Government appointments and so forth,
g0 that looked at in this way, which s the correct and rational way, it
is not very correck to say that the Burghers are being overlookad. It ig
mora correch bo sav that the Burghers owing o their smallness in num-
bers ave gradually being replaced by Sinhalese and Tamilg who have:a
greater claim for more appointments by reason of their greater numbers

& - . .
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~ "'Wall, to come back to the NEW CEYLON and the avenues. of
employment left open $o the Burghars.
have stated, the Burghers do not find as. much favour and in conge-
guence less employment under Government, I do not for a moment
_ think that they 'should raise their hands ‘and ery out in despair and
think it is time they emigrated. I am not a defeatist, neither am I &
pessimist, I very fully appreciafie the gravity of the sifuation and, the
necessity to look ab matters from quite a different angle to thab taken
by our grandfathers. Up till nbw the slogan of the Burghers has bheen
! Government or nobhing’'. My advice to tho youbh of the communiby
is not to think that Government employment is the only employment
but o dtrike out on their own. Thers are many new avenues of em-
ployment opening out and if others could prosper along them then why
shouldn’t.we. Ifispow up-bo us to demonskrate thab we have the grit
and the determination to persevere and not be defeated by any initial
failure. : ‘ :

" The prineipal professions, by which I mean ‘Taw, Medicine,
Enginsering and so forth, will always afford work to-any who are out- |

gtanding in these professions, but generally speaking for the average
man thesd may be'said to be getting somewhat overerowded, but why

worry, new avenues are opening out daily. For one thing I would ask

.our youth to dispel the stupid notion that manual labeur is something
‘infra dig’ and is meant only for the lower clagseg—the very thought
of it is abzurd, so please do not think of work as a white collar job in.
an office chair. Having dispelled these wrong impressions, the lad who

ig thinking of his life-work has in the first place to consider in which '

direction he hag a natural bent, and most lads have an aptitude for
- gome patbieular kind of work, and having made up one’s miand on this,"

one ghould look about and gesk advice as to how this could be aschieved.

The lad may not know, and in any case will ba reluetant "to conbaot,

pergong who may be able to advise, and at thig initial stage it is the.
Having come so far let ug now ges .
what avenues are open for employment.—Tn the first place I would ask -

duty of the parents to see to this.

you %o think of industries. .

“ Industries. Although Ceylon has so far been an Agricultural

Country, I feel confident that very soon all kinds of industries will erop
up. For any industry to be suecessful the aréicle turned out must be
good and ba abla to be marketted at & competitive price. To obbain fhis,

one of the chief requirements iz ghaap powsr, and we all hope thab by .

1347 or 1948 the ill-fated Hydro-Blectric schome will be operading; that
means that cheap power will be available at any parsicular placs, which
in turn moeans that all kinds of industries both large and small could be
gtarted, such ag the manufreture of Rubber goods, Pobtery, Boots and
. 8%oss, Plagtics, Eleetrical acosssories, Brags and Tron ware, Paper;
Paint, and numercus: obher articles which wonld give employment fo
large numbers, 'Fl
folly for us not to sbir in the mabter and ses how hésb wo can bake
advantage of thizg. Wheh ¥ was D, P, W. Ihad o select yearly a’

number of skudents for training as HEogineers, and in gpite of the pro- :

fagsion being gsomewhat overcrowded, about 150 to 200 boys, the cream

Just becatse for the reasens I

These facts are staving us in the face and ib would be-.

#
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of the Hducated youth of the year, presented themselves for selept:on,‘
and I used to advise the boys who hadn's a definite fair fo-r Engineer-
ing tio think of new avenues. To takeup work in Industries one bas to
be trained to it, nsually by servirg an appremwe_s{:'pp. _ Thls‘ aﬂnpoi? be
done very satisfactorily 'in Ceylon for the facilities are very limited.
Going to England or somewhere in Hutope ot the U.8.A. ig yery expen-
give and difficult to arrange ab the moment. B0 - the obv_lous_ plaee, is
INDI4, where rapid sivides have besh made in Induszr‘:es‘ in recent
years. Everything one can think of is made there, so India, 1s__t.he place
1o send our lads. States like Mysore and Travancore are very progres-

. sive and afford ample opportunities.  The cost of living in Judia; when

onie knows the 'ropes, is eheaper than in Ceylon, to got there is a!'so :
compamhively cheap, and it is.not toc difficult to obtain contacts with
Tndustrial concerns, but one hag to work hard and be, prepared to take
knocks. :

To illusf.mt_‘.e my poink, o Tamil 14d, n son of a man who worked for

“yae in an outstation, came to see mie with a letter from hig father asking

me to advise his son and help to get on his feet. Ho was a well-séb !ad.
with a good personality. I asked him how ~far his aducation
wens, -and he told me he had passed the Matriculation buf had come,
‘dawn in one subjsel in hig Tatermodiate. e mentioned further that his
younger brathers were now growing up and his father could not afford
to give all the boysa gecondary education, so he thought he s'noulgl fend
for himsgelf. Ths Police Department were wanting some Probafioners
then, and I made him have a bry but he just missed that as geveral
graduates had applied, T then told him to be on the look out and to
gee me again when anything cropped up. A few wéeks latqr he turned
up with a Newspaper and showed me an advertisement from a Govern-
mant Deparbiment calling for apprentices to leain the manufacture of
Rubber tyres and goods. I told him that the proposition %_ooked ablirac-
tive, ag Caylon heinga Rubber producing country, there would be plenty
of seope in the manufacture of Rubber goods. I helped the lad to dm?v
ap an application and gave him a testimonial and asked him to se.nd it
in. In a few days he returned to say thab he was called for an inter-
view and off he went—came back again to say thab he had been seleok-
ed with a few others. His fraining was to take place at a }Na'll known’
tyre factory in Bombay. T asked him if he had _been te India and knew
any people thers and he said ne. 1 then gave him a Iett.e‘ar to Mr. Buell,
Secretary of the Y.M.C.A. asking him to try and fix him up at one of
the Y.M.C.A. Students Hostels at Bombay. He did this for me and
the lad went off on his new adventure. I heard nothing for a few woeks
and then came # letter—he said he was comfortably fixed up at n Hostel .

 oto. and ocontinued by saying ' Sir, I am going throgg‘h Hell—I am .
' worked by this firm like a cooly from morning #ill evening—I1 have to

carry heavy loads and do a fob of mianial work which I am not used to—.

"I am very unhappy and I am writing thie to ask your ddvies as to
* swhether I shonld return home.’

I replied promptly—"'Do nothing of
the kind, stiek to i, show that you have some gute '’ - I then encourag-

- o him by sayirg that most apprentices in their initial stages have to

undergo similar treatment etc.. I sent off this lebbor and heard no.hhing.
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Affer about 2 or 8 vears my offies peon brought in a eard—TI did not
know who it was but asked the peon to show him in. Tn walked my
friend grinning all over and looking very smart in s Tussore Suit !l
He told me he taok my adviee and stuek to it, and that aftera ghorg
tima the men that mattered took an interest:in him and showed him al]

that thers was to learn—he pleased them so well that they cut shert

his apprenticeship by 6 monihs and gave him a very. good festimeonial,
He said thab as Government was not ready with their Factory he was
going home o see his parents, and after that he proposed to spendafew
months in Travansore where some new Rubber Machinery was jugh
tnstalled. A faw montha later my telephone rang and the Dirsotor of a
well known Firm spoksto sie.  He told me that they had jusi buils a
Rubber Faclory and wanted a Manager and that my friend had applied
and gave my name for reforencs.
and will nof let you down'. He is now the Manager of a flourighing
consern. I have related this incident at some length to show that if a
1ad has grit and determination to ‘geb on he will invariably succeed,

“ Aviation. From Industries I would like to take vou to Avintion,

“We all know thab aviation is going bo revolutionize travelling~—
avaryons will soon be flying and ag a result this opens ouf another large
field of employment. Aviation may be divided info the following

branches:
(a) Design and construation of Air eraf
(b) Flying '
{c} Ground Engineering - o
(@) Administration, :

“ As ragards design—this is a very specialized work and could only
ba satisfactorily followed if one has an opporfunity of working at it in
Europe or in America—if this cannot be done thereis very little scope
for it, and I would ask anyone who intends to do this to think twice be-
fore wasting one’s time. With regard bo congbruction, thiz will goon.be
done in the Fast and the General Motors Corporation ars alrendy mak-

" ing praparations to huild the Chrysler cars in India, but it will éake many
years before it is started in Ceylon. To be & Pilot s the ambition of |
.most lads—it iz very attractive and fascinating and hag its thrills, but .

there is a snag in Aying in that alfier the age of 85 or thereabousts one’s
nerves begin to fail and piloting is therefore not entrusted o those get-
ting on in years,
unless one has the commereial flying certificate B it ig of littla uge, I
would nob advise anyhody owing to this age limit to learn to be & pilot
alone, Ground Haginearing plus flying iz very sood as thiy enables g
man fo be nseful in the work-gshops when hig flying age is over. If the
mon have a good record they end up by doing Administrative work.

" To learn anything ahout aviation one has tojoin agan apprentice. -

Before the war apprenticas were trained by the Government at Rat-
malana-—during the war & Training School wag established by the
Now that eivil

aviation has again been started no doubf a course of training will moon

I replied, "' Take the lad, he hag grit -

There are several flying liconces—A., B., C.,, etc. and -

limited scope.
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be available. Tata’s Airways Ltd., Bombay, is undoubt.e(.ily‘ the best
place for training for Ceylon boys. Pilots like David _P{ans, Woed-
houge, and athers were trained by them, Aviatipn in all its braoches
therefore offers a fairly good field for employment.

" Agriculture. T will now reler-to Agriculture. This has been in
fhe forefront even before the war, and there iz no doubt it offors an un-
It does not require Edueation of a very high standard, -
as most of the work is praetical. One must of counrse have 1 sount_i
physique and be able to go out in all weathers. Government has sbarted
several colonization schemes to induce men to take to the land. There‘
is the acheme for middle class colonists where governmenh offarrsl;a cer-
tain acreage for a very small outlay on certain conditiong. T %mow of a
young man who obtained 10 acres of land in Vavuniya on this scheme
and .has sueccessfully opened out an Qrange-Grove. To enfa.ble those
wishing fo-take up Agriculture as a life work and do it aceording to the

correch practics, Government has established an excellent Agrioulfural

College at Peradeniya where Students are trained for this work. T_he
work ig very interesting, for with it live stock breeding etc. could be in-
corporated., The D.B.1U. helped a lad to go through a course ab this
college, Another was similarly helped through the generosity of one
of our veteran members,

“QOther Avenues. In the same way there are_many other
avenues open, although perhaps in 4 lesser degree.” Thers iz fqr ingtanee
Banking, Accountaney, Dispensing, Dentistry, Cabinet ma.l_img. Dirogs
making and Tailoring, Giroceries and Qilman stores, Confectionery, and

- Qake making, Hair-Dresaing, Florists sbe. ebe, With regard to Banking,

I wish to say that one of the leading Banks in Colembo wrote in o the
D.B.U, fo recomnmend-3 lads for training for Staff appointmenhs: ~ They
had to be graduates, There were only 2 lads eligibla_ah the time and
they were both acespted. One of the two is being _tra.med ab Madrag
and the other wasg just then offered a guitable appointment in (_)ey!pn
and therefore did not aceept the Bank appointment, Finally I wish to
mantion the work of Commission Agents, This w_ork ig very remunera-
tive if proper confacks are made, and it is surprising how few seem to
know anything aboub i5. The work is to contaet Suppliers in other
counfiries and obtain offers for goods; having arranged for supplles‘hhe
local dealers hava to be eontacted to book orders against what suppliers
dan offer. When the goods arrive tha Commission Agents get on an
average 5% of the value of the goods. When orders for t‘housan&a and
tens of thousands of rupees are placed it will be qppreclat-ed that the
Commisgion works oub to & very tidy amount. It is gmbif_ymg to know
that a few of our young men have recently launched out in t!ns work
and I am sure we wish them all success. Very litile caplt':al is neces-
sary, although a trip to Hurope for ma.kiz.:g contacts with aqpphers
and to ses what new merchandise is available would carhmnly he
advantageous, :

“ Employment for Girls. I have not mentioned anything about
the work for girls—there are several openings for bhetp too, such ag Hair
dressing, Dress making, Short:hand hypists_, 8Shop assmta{xts; Telephona
operators ete, but I would give No, 1 priority to Secrstaripl work,
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“1 think I bave said sufficient to show hat thers are many
svenues of employment available and that there is no necessity to

hankey after Governmen$ appointments. I think Ihave alse indicated

that no appreciable outiay iz required.. The main thing iz to obbain
advice from experienced people and make proper contachs.

“ Relations with Other Communities. I now wish to say a’

few words about the place the Dutch Burghers would occupy under the

New Constitution as [ visualize it. At our Annual Mesting last year ‘

I outlined the reprosentations we made before the Soulbury Commis-

_gion, All that is now over and Ceylon has been offered & New Consti-
tution, which we all hope is the stepping stons to Dominion Status.

We, Burghers, form one of the minority communities and will get a
faw nominaiod seats—we all feel that the number of seals offered.is tco

small, but the D.B.U. not being a political association I am not geing -
to argua that point. What I do wish to say relates to our position in’

this NEW CEYLON. We hear of ‘people throwing up their hands in
despair and erying out that the deabh knell has bsen sounded for the

Burghers, that we are lost, and that the only thing left is to emigrate.’

As I mentioned before, I am hot a defeatizt and must admit that I do
not view the fubure as hopeless. Admittedly the posﬂnon is serious, if
not alarming, and I feel that the attiiude we také in the New Constitu-
tion is esther going to kill or make us. DLet it make us is my ferveny
hope. It would be folly for us to ride the high horse., We must realize
that we are a very minor eommuniby as numbers go, and as such we
- must be ready to aceept the good things offered us in proportion to oux
numbers, although I feel that we would probably. get much morein
view of our acknowledged worth and intelligence, but let us go about it
in the proper spirit. From my remarks about employment we cannof
expect to receive the same proportion of Government appointments as
we did bafore, but I hope 1 have mads it sufficiently clear that there zre
more fish in the sea ready to be caught if we oast our nat-aright. '

“Ag o race wo are noted for onr good feeling to others, fer our

kindness and generosity., We are good mixers and our friendshipis -
.- sineere. Our relations with the other communities have always been
cordial, so why should we now fear that .we would he dowi-trodden or .

driven away ? © There may have'been some individual unfortunate cases
" of bad treatmaent, but, if for this reason we harbour unkind thoughts we
are doing an injushice to the other communities, But for one thing

pleasa lab vs nob talk of Holland as our Home and all that kind of thing .

—it i3 perfactly true that we-kelong fo an Furopsan race and we are
proud of that and of the heritage and culture we have inhsrited from
our forefathers who eame from Holland, bat do remember that our
Home ig right here in Ceylon, and that being so let us join with the
other communifies in obtaining ths goodwill of all other countries and
the best advantage o ourselves. Those who wish to emigrate and have

the grit and bhe necessary wherewithal to start life in a new country -

may eorbainly do so because the outlook and opporsunities appear to ba
bebter. Australia, for instance, offers many inducements and people
of our community who have gone there have done well and never
vogrebled it.

'
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“D.B.U. Home. I now cunnot miss this opportunity for say.
ing something aboubt our proposed D.B.U. Home. Although a small
band of ardent members had this proposal in mind for seme years, it
was only during this year that we decided to push on snd make this
propossl an secomplished fact. The proposal igto-have a Home where
gsoma of the aged and infirm in cur Community may find a place whers,

-in the evenfida of their lives, they may live in peace and comfort, with-

oul the endless worry, anxiety and suffering that a number of our own
kith and kin have to undergo. If vou pause o think for a moment, I
am gure the names of many such unfortunate persons will come to your
mindg—~gome of them perhaps your own relations. It is these
people we wish to accommodate in our Home. The building would be
40 planned thab it could be extended from time to bime as the Scheme
devslops and our finances increagse. Could you think of a nohler
scheme? Appeals have gone out o all the members and I beg of you
to give till you fael yon are giving. I trust to God that it may nob be
g0, but it may be that vou will be contributing towards a Home, where
vou yourself may enber, As you doubtless know, Dr. Spittel has
donated an exsellent block of land for the purpose and that overcomes

- our initial difficulty. Soms others have sagerly given handsome dona-

tions and we have to-day about Rs. 12,000/- —our present target in
Rs. 40,000/-. ¥ do not wish to feel that this Home s going to be built
from the sonbributions of a few, but T do want to feel and know that
the poor and the rich alike, aceording to their respactive cireumstances,
have contributed btowards it. I know that even now some paople are

‘commenting that it is one of those hair-brained schemes which would

die a natural death. I hops none of you in bhig Hall hag such a thought.
I wish you to know that we are determined $o ses it through. When
thig Hall you are in was built, the promoters had not cellacted hali the
amount bhal was required, but they never faltered and when the build-

.. ing was completed all outstanding debts were scon liguidated, So in

this scheme fthe Union relies on you, and I know you will not lef us
down, so I earnestly hope we will be in a position to sfart the bu1ld1ng‘
fihis year.

"Conclusion. In conelusion, firstly, I wish fo convey to the
Hacoratary, Mr. Johan Leembriiggen, the Treasurer, Mr. A L. B, Ferdi-
nand, and the General Committes my grateful thanks for all the assist-
ance thay have given me throughout fhe year, Both Messrs, Leem-
bruggen and Ferdinand were unfortunately very hard pressed for time
with their official duties, but in.spite of personal inconvenience they
earried oub their work-—a labour of love— very ereditably and I am very
grateful o them., Wa had as usual some very useful Commiftes meet-
ings during the year and the members of the General Committes ware

~ very halpful in our delibarationg. . T hava allowed membars a good deal

of latitude ab our meetings, for I feol that if a pergon has anything to
gay, it i9 a gatisfaction to him to know that he has had an opporhumby
of expressing his views and the meeting hag the satisfaction of arriving

- ak a decigion afbar fully hearing all sides of the questmn.

" We may have made wrong decisions. to err is human after all, but -
we have bhe satisfaction of knowing that we had the interests of the
Union before us when doing so.
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“Our office staff, as usual, has had a strevuous year—and hoth
Mossry, Johnson and Berenger have my grateful thanks for all they
have done. - The Tnion is grewing, and with it the work involved in
ranning it, and the time has comes when #hs work needs somse re-organisa.-
tion, and when effect is glven to the changes I have initinted I feel
gsonfident that it will bring greater efficiency in itz train.

" Finally, I wish to eonclude, if I may, on a personal nobe, I have
been Captain of the good ship D.B.U. for 4 long years—practically
throughout the war, go that I may be tarmed your War President, Per-
haps never in the annals of the Union had it to face such partieular and
difficult problems as arose during this period. It was unique in many
vegpeets. In tho first place, we had the distines good forfune of asso-
ciating with what may be termed our own people, the Duich. This
conbact wag extremsly helpful, particularly to the younger generation,
ag it brought home to them she stock to which they belong. During
this period many of our young girls married Dutechmen and in this way
" it has formed a new link, I feel sure that the bonds and friendships
formad will'bs for the batterment and in the best interests of the Com-
munity; we have also had the privilége of making friends with people

of standing who I fee! sure if required will render all the belp they

.eould to the Community, Although we naturally befriended the Dutch
Forces in particular, we also did all we could to other members of the
. Allied Foreces, so that our war contribution towards the welfare of Ser-
_vice parsonnel is indeed very ereditabla. -

. Turning from the war to other matbers, it will be remem-

bersd that we enbertained the members of the Soulbury Commis-’

ston and by c'lmng go gave them. an opporhumty of meeting us and
forming an. opinien affer personal conbast.
"period of my stewardship vecords a period of uvusuval activity,
and I wish therefore %o express my deep gratitude to sll those,
and they are many, who helped ma duiing my captainey.- After a long
voyage of 4 vears, I have brought the goed-ship D.B.1J. safely into
harbour. - It is only the Captain and his officers (the Becretary and the
. Transurer) and the crew (the General Committes} that know what we
had to encounter during this voyage. At times the wenther was excel-
lent and averything was sunshine—there were other times when we had
to sneounter dangerous under.currents and submerged rocks, and it is
only the Captain and his officers that know the perila that had to be
faced, but we had good faith and never lost heart, and so after this long
voyage I am particularly happy o bave been able o bring the ship
gafaly into harbour, and when she now goes into dry dock and is
oxamined by the shipwrights and underwriters, I fes! sure she will be
found perfectly sound and fit for another voyage, and when she sets gail

with a new Captain, new officers, and a new crew, my fervent hope is.

that she will have a very pleasant and suceessful, voyage, with blue
akieg, rippling waters, and soft hreezes. - There are new lands sbill re-

" maining o be explored and may this be suceessfuﬂy gchieved and bring -

forth an ahundané harvest”,

In like manner the

i .
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GENEALOGY OF THE FAMILY OF WRIGHT OF-
CEYLON.

/;,--’ (Compiled by My. D. V. Altendorft)

i

John erght‘. of Chesterfield in Delbyshlre England, arrived in
Caylon early in the 19th Century, Bombdrdier in the 207th Regiment
of Artillery, married in St. Stephen’s Church, Trineomalee, 4th Decem-
ber 1816, Anna Elizabeth Palm, bhorn in Matara, 25th chober 1792,
widow of John Howsl, Dra.goomer and second daughter of Mattheus

: ‘I‘redarlk Palm, Doctor of Laws, Judieial Serviee of the Duteh Wast
Indja Company at Matara, where he died in 1794. He had by her :—

John; who fellows under I1.
" William Henry, who {olows under III,
Richard Baymond, who follows under I'V.
Eliza Chrigting, married in 84, Pater's Church, Colombo, 2nd
May 1844, Wilhelmus Arnoldus Woutersz, Surgeon, born 26th
Dacember 1811, widower of Arnoldina Petronella Longhlin, and
gon of Adrianus Jacobugs Woutersz and Anna Maria, Fngelina
Woalidbaal. {D.B.U, Journal, Vol. XXIV, page 102)."
5 Abigail Elisabeth, died 6th January 1854, married 3rd March
-+ 1831, Gerardus Henricus Anthonisz, baptised 30th September
4. 1806, died 1893, son of Abrabam Concilianus Anthonisz and
Johanna Catbarina Elisabeth Freede (D.B.U. Journal, Vol. "~
XXXIV, page 52), :

W 08 bD =

IL.
- John Wright, Medical Practitioner, born 1818, married :—

(a.) In the Independent Catholic Chureh, Hulftsdorp, 99nd
May 1843, Anna Matila Misso, daughter of Joad Bonifacio
Misso, Surgeon, Consul Ganera.l of Porbugal, (appointed
on 30:th January 1847}, Knight of the Order of St. Gregory
the Great, and Wilhelmina Andriesz. (D.B.U. Journal,
Vol. XXIX, page 55).

(b) In the Duteh Reformed Church, Wolvendaal, 19hh Fabru-
ary 1849, Celestina Jacob.

* (e) In the Duich Reformad Church, Wolvendaal, 24th Janu-
. ary 1855, Jane Fredermka. Selman born 1834 died 1%2th
January.1858. &

(d) In Holy Trinity Chureh, Colombo, 3rd March 1859,
Charlotte Bophia SBwan, born 24th October 1885, daughter
of Joseph Swan and Arncldina Frederika Garhrmda, Eber-
tardie. (D.B.U. Journal, Vol. XXV, page 66). :

Of the first marriage, he had ;-

1 ~John Michauz de Quintiones, who follows under V.
9 Phxhp, bhorn 26th May 1847, married , . Buvzer, and had
no issne: .
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38 Anna Oatherine, born 9th March 1848, died 31st May 1935,
married in the Duteb Reformed Churoh, Wolvendaal, 5th Janu-
ary 1874, Philip Bdmund Joseph, born 22nd April 1836,
widower of Carolina Iouisa Maria de Vos, (D.B.U. Journal,
Vol. XXVII, page 135}, and son- of Andries Adrianus Joseph

: an)d Carolina Amelia de Neys. (D.B.U. Journal, Vol. XII, page
25). | _

Flisabeth, born 5th November 1849. .
Edward Boniface, who follows under VI, '
James, born 1852,

Archibald Conrad, who follows under VIL.

Joseph William Alfred, who foliows under VIII.

Of the thlrd marriage, he bhad :

Winifred Elizabeth, born 26th November 1855,

Tane Fredericka, born lst January 1858, died 1st June 1940.

Of the fourth marriage, he had

1t Lionel Georgs, who follows under IX.,

12 Millicent Gha.rluhte. born 9th April 1862, died 4t.h Seplember
i 1879.

(=]

II1.
Willlam Henry Wright, Pla.nlsar. born 19tk October 1821 dled 26th

July 1814, married :— .

{a) At Kandy, Qnd May 1843 Josephine Sarah Terkost,

(b) In the Dutch Reformed Church, Wolvendnal, 15th -June

1857, Predericka Georgiana Martensz, born 255h March
- 1830, died 24th, March 1858, daughter of Andries Niao-
laas Marbensz and Johanna Hendriatta Helmers.

{¢) At Kandy, 14th March, 1889, Mary Felicibe Jonklaas,
born 14th September 1841, daughter of Henricus Cornelis
Jonklaas and Louisa Wilhelmina Reimers (D.B.U. Journal
Vol. XXIII, prge 205, and Vaol. XXXIII, page 46).

() In the Duteh Reformed Chureh, Wolvendaal, 6th Decem-
ber 1876, Anna Qorneiin Wambeek, born 25th September
1854, died 3rd April 1937, daughter of John Godfried
Wambesk and Jacoha (Jane) Gerhardina Bbert. {D.B.U.
Journal, Vol.' VI, page 80, and Vol XXVII, page 73}

Of the first marriage, he had.
1 Abigsil, born 15th January 1847, died 18th- Fabruary 1926,

married 28th Segfember 1863, Henry James Woutersz, C.C.8.,

horn @5th July 1848, died 27th December 1823, son of Wil.

., helmus Arncldus Woutersz and' Bliza Ghristina Wright {vide 1,
4, supra).

9  Annle, born 24th March 1862, married at Haputmia, 98th Feb-
_ruary 1871, Edward William Ferdinands, born 23rd Juune 1836,
died 20d September 1917, son of George Henry Ferdinands and
Gertruida Johanna Meier, [D.B.U. Journal, Vol, XXIV page
142, and Vol XXV, page 81),
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Of the second marriage he had

3 Martensz James, born 185h March 1858

Of the third marriage, he had

4 Lliza Jane, born 16th July 1863, died 27th May 1881.

5 Felicia Theodora, born 4th July 1866,

6 Alice Mabel Palm, married in 8. Michael’s and All Angels’
Chuzrch, Golombo, 6th July 1891, Wilfred Owen Wambeek, born
19th April 1856, diad 17th Juna 1934, son of John Godfried
Wambsek and Jacoba (Jane) Gerhardina ‘Ebert. (D.B.U.
Journal, Vol. VI, page 80, and Vol. XXVII, page 73).

Of the fourth matriage, he had

"7 Ada Constance, born 9th- December 1876, married in S,

Michael's and All Apgels’ Chureh, Colombo, 26th December
1906, Montague Hroest Cooks, born 156h December 1875, died
12th April 1944, son of Nathanisl Ernest Gooke, Crewn Counsel,
and Grace Treherns de Saram.
8 Nelly Isabel, born 11th June 1878.
9 Plorenocs Hlaine, born 6th September 1879,
10 Iinid Hester, born 18th November 1880,
11 William Henry, born 2nd November 188%.
12 Beafrice May, horn 2nd Qclober 1886,
13 " Norah Gladys, born 9th November 1892, married in Sb.

.+ Michael's and All Angels’ Chureh, Colombo, 25th September

1911, Peroy Lionel Potger, born 7th February 1878, died 23:d’
June 1940, widower of Lilian Giatiaen. {(D.B.,U. Journal, Vol.
V1, page 20) and son of Henry Bimon Potger and Emily Ellza-
beth Barnes (D.B.U. Journal, Vol. XX.VII pages 110 and 113).
v,
Rmhard Raymond Wright married :—

{a) In St. Philip Neri’s Church, Pettab, Oolomho, Ehzabeth
‘Kalaart, daughter of Philip Raymond Kelaart and Sophia
Dorethy Misso. {D,B.U. Journal, Vol, XXIX, page 55).

{b) In St. Panl's Church, Pettah, Oolomho, 10th Pebruary
1870, Susanna Petronella. Anjou, born 5th’ Beptember
1829,

. Of the first marviage, he had

1 Aunna Cornelia, born 12th March 1850, died 12th Janua.ry 1889,
married in St. Philip Neri's Ohurch Pettah, Colomho, 26th ¢
‘July 1878, Benediet Oliver Dias, Proctor, born 14th Jyune 1848,
died 18th Jnly 1913, son of Stephanus Gabriel Diag .and Hliza-
beth Fernando.

Franoces, born Hth November 1851,

Vincent Richard Ra.ymond.‘ born 15th Ssptember 1853, died 25th
May 1903, married in 8t, James' Chureh, Mutwal, 12th Septem-
ber 1878, Frances Fernando.

"4 Maria BElizabeth, born 4th July 1856, marrmd in the Baptist

Chureh, Cinnamon Gardens, Colombo, 4th September 1879,
Richard Nathaniel de Silva, born 1st June 1855, died 1st April
1904, son of John de Silva and Mavgaret Hmdle.

b Osmuud born 1851, died in infancy,

:
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He had by her
1 John Victor Anthony,

2
3

John 'Michaux de Quintiones Wright, born
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Lucy Rulalia (Lilian), born 1sh December 1861, married in the
Dutech Reformed Church,
Andrew Van Geyzel. fo

Winifred, born 5th September 1863, died 1872.

the second marringe, he had

John Benedict, born 24th November-iSTO. died ab Lourdes in

Franece, _ o

Thomas Bthelbert, born 9th June 1874, died 28th M;_mrch 1875.
Thomas Ernest, born 11th June 1878, died 29th April 18?’9. ‘
Tmmanuel married Johanna Tangz, and be had by her Richard.

v,

Eth May 1844, died 16th
September 1875, married in St, Philip Neri's Chureh, Pettah,
Colombo, 156h June 1866, Cecilia Elizabeth de la E[a,r‘pe, _born
11th July 1849, died 2nd May 1939, daughter o‘f Benjamin de

"1a Harps, J. P., Asgistant Superintendent of Police, and Maria
Sarah Apjoun. (D.B.U. Journal, Vol. XXX, page 44).

1868. . .
Viebor Oswald Anjou, who follows under X. :
Florence Mabel, born 27th September 1872, died 27th August
1933, married in Bt. Philip ‘Neri’s Church, Pettah, Colombo,
30th September 1896, Greorge Adolphus Edward . Hole, L, M.8.
{Qeylon) born 8th September 1868, died 24th April 1904, son of
Georgs Augustus Hols, Superintendent of the Salt Depatrtiment,
Puattalan, and Catharine Jane Walbeoff. (D.B.U._\Jourr_m.l, Vol.
ITI, page 68, and Vol. XXIX, page 22).

VI,

Edward'Bonifa.ce Wright, Medieal Practitioner, born 8th October
1850, died 31st March 1904, married in St. Philip Neri’s Chureh, Pettah,
Colombo, 5th February 1877, Teresa Clotilda de la Harpe, born 19%h

' Janoary 18569, daughter of Benjamin de la )
Superintendent of Police, and Maria Sarah Anjou.
Vol. XXX, pages 44 and 45).

1

Harpe, 3.P., Assistani
(D.B.U. Journal,
He bad by her i—

Mildred Anastasia Mary, born Tth Janunary 1878, married in A_ll
Saints’ Church, Borella, 28th October 1903, Thomas St. Clair
John de la Harpe, born 2%nd September 1875, =on of John
Albert de la Harpe and Jane Dorothea Schoekrafs. (D.B.U.
Journal, Vol. XXX, pages 46 and 51). '
Claribel Meress Catherine, born 6th November 1879, dlad un-
married. :

John Edward de la Harpe, who follows under XI.,_ o
Muriel Mary, born 14th July 1884, married in All Baints
Church, Borella, 7th July 1902. Christy Basil Kelaarh, born
31st Maroh 1878, son of Henricus Gerhardus {Henry Gearge)
Kelaart and Maria Sophia le Dulx, . _ . i
Philomensa Mary, born 18th Juans 1885, died vomarried:

Wolvendaal, 11th July 1878, John

born 19%h June 1867, died 8rd May

=]

10

11
i2

1
2

3

Arechibald Conrad Wright,
April 1924, married in All Sainta’ Chureh, Borells, 30th January 1889,
Cecilin Elizabeth de la Harpe, widow of John Michaux de Quintiones

© Wright {vide V gupra). He had by her:— '

“Hyacinth Mary Blaine, born 11th December 1889.

- ment, and Rosalind Qaroline. Modder.
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Vivienne Mary, born 20th January 1877, .

Irene Mary, horn 10th February 1889, married in 8t. Mary's -
Church, Bambalapitiya, 14th Deeember 1912, Frank Markus,

Proctor, born 11th November 1886, son of Charles Peter Markus,

Proctor, and Fvelyn Caroline Daniels. (D.B.U. Journal, Vol.

XXVIIL, page 50). : '

Lieglie Michael, born 10th September 1890, died unmaxried.

Inez Heba Mary, born 14th April 1894, married in 8t. Mary's
Chureh, Dehiwala, Bth April 1932, William Walter Havrison,
born 10th June 1894, gon of Maleolm Reid Harvigson and
Emelia Joknson, : ‘

Mherese Mary, born 27th March 1896, married in St Mary's -
Church, Bambalapitiva, 4th October 1916, Wilfred Arthur
Buartholomeusz, L.M.8. (Ceylon), 1.5 P, and 8. (Edin}, L.R.
7.p. and 8. {Glas.)), ..M. (Lond), Civil Medical Department,
born 10th November 1891, died 9th April 1939, =son of John -
Daniel Bartholomeusz, Proctor, and Bdith Danisl,

Estelle Mary, born 27th March 1896, died 1901,

Edna Mary Marguerite, born &th May 1898, married in 8Bt.
Mary's Chureh, Bambalapitiya, 12tk June 1930, Cecil Herman
Beven, born 12th. August 1895, son of Arthur Wilired Beven,
Planter, and Bleanor Catherine Newman,

VII.

bore Bth February 1853, died 28th

Primrose Arelene Philomens, born 23rd April 1891, married in
All Bainbe’ Charch, Borella, 28th Jume 1911, Victor Leslie
Sheldorn Swan, born 8th Jupe 1887, son of William Henry
Swan, M.B,, ¢.M., L.R.0.P. and 8. (Bdin.), CiviliMedical Depart-
(D.B.U. Journal, Vol.
XXVI, pages 69 and 71, and Vol, XXVIII, page 71},
Violet Egtelle Mary, born 20th December 1894, marriad :-—

{2) Iu All Saints’ Chureh, Borella, 2nd July 1932, Hugh

Ceoil Weeresekere, Manager oi the Ceylon Insurance
Company, Limifed. :

In S%. Ma.ry"s Church, Bambalapitiva, 2nd June 1943,
Hubert (ollin Van Dort 1.M.8. (Ceylon), L.R.0.8. (Bdin.),
M.1.0.8. (Eng), 1.R.¢.P. {Lond), Oertificate of the London
Sehool of Tropieal Medicine, Divigional Medieal Superio-
tondent, Civil Medical Department, born 17th September
1885, widower of Muriel Joseph, (D.B.U. Journal, Vol.

. XII, pege- 28) and son of Richard Daniel Van Dort and
Josephing Diaurs Joseph (D.B.U. Journal, Vol. XII,
page 26). ' ' . ‘

(b)



1

24 THE JOURNAL OF THE

VIII, :

Joseph William Alired Wright, L.M.5. (Ceylon}, Qivil M_’,et.iica.l De-
partment, born 4th April 1854, died 25th February 1916, married :(—

(a) In St. Philip Neri's Church, Petfah, Colomho, Agnes

Barbara de Ia Harpe, born 19th August 1853, died 18tk

October 1888, daughter of Benjamin de la Harpe,Js.P.,

- Assigtant Superintendent of Police, and Maria Sophia -

Anjou (D.B.U. Journal, Vol. XXX, page 45).
(b) At Badulla, 9th April, 1890, Alice Jogephine Van Langen-
barg, born 19th December 1861, disd 24th December 1922,

daughter of Cecil Simon Van Langeuoberg and Cheaxlotie

Gerhardt, .
Of the first marriage, he had :— .
Panny Mary Alfreda {Queenie) born 19th June 1883. - -
Conrad Aloysias, who follows under XTI, - L
Agnes Barbara {Fanny), born 8rd Oectober 1888, married in St.
Mary's Chureh, Matara, 7th August 1911, Swithin Bowley da
1a Harpes, born 15th Dacember 1883, son of Egbert Oliver de la
Harpe and Amelia Lueretia Van Dangenberg. (D.B.U. Jeurnal,
Vol, XXX, pages 47 and 52), .
4 Joseph Bryce Maoville, who follows under XI11.
Of the second marriage, he had — - Lo
8ybil Mary Margnerite, born 8th Dacember 1892, marr}ed in
- 8h, Anthony’s Cathedral, Kandy, 27th April 1921, Fitzrey
Joseph Frugtniet, born 8th January 1898, son of Terence
Russel Frugtniet and Adelaide FEleanor Daviot. -
6 Gwendoline Fulalia, born 1st October 1894, died 1895.
- 7 Ogwin Ansbert, who follows under XIV.
8 Fsvic Marmaduke, who follows under XV.

IX.

Lionel Georgs Wright, L.MLE, {Ceylon), born 16th June 1860, _mars
riad in St. Anthony's Cathedral, Kandy, 23rd October 1900, Antomehi_;a
Gertrude Fernando, daughter of Austin Peter Fernando snd Maria
Frances Jangz, He had by heri— .

1 Winifred Mary, born 7th Juns 1903.‘

9 Humphrey Licnel Barnard, who follows under XVI.

X

7 Vietor Oswald Anjou Wright, M.B.C.M. {Aber.), born 5th August
1869, died 17tk July 1987, married in All Saints’ Chureh, Borella, 20th
October 1897, Eleanor Caroline Van Langenberg, born 4th February
1878, daughter of Stephen Charles Van Tangenberg and Caroline Lioos,

(D.B.U. Journal, Vol. IX, page 99)., He had by her:—
1 Cecilia [sabsl, born 29th August 1898, married in St. Mary's
" Church, Bambalapitiya, 28th December 1921, George Justus
“ . gehrader, born 30th April 1895, son of George Archibald
Sehrader and Thomasia Dilian Martin (D.B.U. Journal, Vol

VI, page 79},

9 Merein Prudence, born 31st Jaly 1899, married in 8t. Peter’s
" Church, Negombo, 14th June 1930, James Alired Edward de

oo b =
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Bruin, born 10th August 1902, son of James Alfred de Bruin -
and Anna Clarcline Oorleff. (D.B.U, Journal, Vol. XXVIII,
page 38), : .
8 Ailean Bleanor Mary, born 24th September 1900, married in S6.
© Mary’s Church, Bambalapitiya, 1e¢t June 1925, Percival Evans
Stanley, born 9th September 1897, _ : - .
"4 Kathleen Mavourneen Leonoya, born 11th February 1802, mar-
ried in St. Peter's Chureh, Negombo, 18th April 1998, Allan
: Peroy Liorenz Baven, born.13th May 1893, son of Arthur Wil-
frad Beven and Fleanor Catherine Newman. ;
Fulham Sebastian Vietor, who follows under XVII,
Anthonius Wilfred George, born 12th Octeber 1804,
Cyprian Lawrence Hugh, born 25th October 1806, married in
g6, Mary's Chursh, Bambalapitiva, 28th November 19492,
Dorothy Bartholomeusz, daughter of Everard Hrederiock Charles
: Bartholomeusz, Proetor, and Dorothy Tsalene Kelaarxt.
8 Barbara Tioumize, born 5th August 1908, married in St. Mary's
. Church, Bambalapitiva, lst February, 19389, Hrederick Carl
Spittel, .M.8. (Ceylon), Oivil Medieal Department, born 21at
February 1911, son of Clement Carl Spittel and Verbena HEmelia
Duckworth. (D.B.U. Journal, Vol. XXV, page 166).
9 Quentin Sheldon Nichelas, who follows under XVIII,
10 Francis John, who follows under X1X. ' )
11 Joseph Derrick Beekmeyer, born 14th March 1919, married in
. Bt. Paul’s Church, Milagriya, 27sh December 1944, Sheila Betty
~Gray. :

~1ovor

XTI, - . ‘
' John BEdward de la Harpe Wright, Surveyor and Leveller; born

27th December 1880, married in 8t. Mary's Cathedral, Galle :—

{a) 14th July 1904, Rose Juliet Fernando, died 19th’October
1924, daughter of Austin Peter Fernando and Maria
Frances Jansz.

(b} 91st Aupust 1929, Zelin Angelina Baptist, horn 4th July

© 1887, daughter of Edward Baptist and Charlotte Baptist,

Of the firet marriage he had :~~

Edward Bonifacs, born 266k September 1905,
i liis J bora 06k ‘August 1906, died 1907,
Of the second marriage, he had ;-
4 Brian Bric John, born 14th March 1931.

g XII.

Conrad Aloysius Wright, born 18th September, 1887, married i~ .
. {a) In St. Mary's Chureh, Bambalapitiya, 15th February
1915, Enid Hazel Mary Orr, born 6th June 1834, died

26th December 1923, danghter of Charles William Per-’

cival Orr, L.R.0.P. and 8. (BEdin.), L.E.P. and s. (Glas.),

Daputy Assistant Colonial Surgeon, Civil Medical De-
parbment, and BEva Virginia Agatha de la Harpe. (D.B.T.

" Journal, Vol. XXX, page 46},

2 BD

/
™
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(b)
- Winifred Huright, born 15th May 1832,

0f the first marriage, he had ;—

Qhelton David Conrad, born Tih Desember 1815,

Oharles Blwar Marous, born 22nd January 1818,

Trancis Harcld Godfrey, born 245h Mareh 15921,

Tnid Lorna Mary, born 23rd Diecember 1923, murried in B,
Mary's Chureh, Bambalapitiya, 30th Decornber 1941, Henry
Maloolra Bulnar, son of John William Buloer and Daisy Maud
Jaosohs. o

Of the gecond marriage, he had :-—
John Patrick, horn 29th Ocliobar 1928,
Donsld Rex, born 14131;; January 1929.

XITI.

Joseph Bryes Meville Wright, born 30th July 1886, married in
S, Anthony's Cathedral, Kandy. 25th Jaly 1917, Winifred Blanche
Kraltgzheim, born 3rd September 1898, davghter of James Garret
Kreltszheim and Elizabeth Balthazar. Hehad by ber:—

1 FHetelle Mary Olivis, born 24th June 1921, married in 56, Mary's
Charel, Matara, 29th July 1945, Anselm Fernando.
St. Blmo Alfred, born 25rd November 1923. '
Maurice [ostar, born 9th November 1926,
Rex Leonard, born 3rd Sspbember 1937,
Justin Qlifford, born 20th April 1929,
Cynthia Rose, born 26th December 1930.
Gy Derrick, born 11th February 1935.

X1V,

Ogwin Ansbert Wright, born 28th April 1896, married in S6.
Anthony's Cathedral, Kandy, 16th June 1933, Graece Mary Nell, born
12th April 1899, daughter of Puul Melvilla Nelt and Alice Newman, He
had by her ¢ '

1 Oswin Raine, born 10th August 1924,

9. Maleolm Graemes, born 2nd June 1926.

5 Mherese Romanis, born 1st Wovember 1927,

4 Adrian Philip, bora %ad January 1930. '

XV.

Meric Marmaduke Wright, Editorial Staff of “The Ceylon
Observer ”, born 10tk Aupust 1897, married in Bt Mary's Church,
Dshiwala, 105h June 1933, Lris Millicent Dealey, born 13th February
1913, daughter of Heney Bdward Dealey and Jessle Aun de Silva. -He
had by her :—- . ' ‘

1 Kavin Wilbur, born 7tk July 1984,

9 Qrvills Patrick, born 96h March 1940.

XVL

Humphrey Lional Bernard Wright, Examiner of Mobor Cars and
Drivers, born 21at May 1906, married in the Methodish Chureh, KEandy,
13th August 1988, Monica Doresn Godlieb, L.M.8, {Caylon) born 28th

s m B bt
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Yo 86 Mary’s Church, Matora, 8th August 1995, Ellen
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June 191.4,_ daughter of Edwaf& Samuel Godliek, 1.M.8, {Ceylon) L.E.C.P.
and 8. (Bdin,) .2.7.2, and 8. (Glas.), D.1.M. and 5. (Eng.