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THE CHANGING WEATHER.

The Weather provides the usual opening for conversation when

_strangers and a.cqusuntances meet and are obliged to talk to one

another. *‘A hob day ™, sayvs one; or, "A chilly day ™ ; or, "' Queer
waather for this time of the vear.” Indeed, for us the weather has

been decidedly erratic ; drought when rain was naborally expected,

rain spoiling our crops ab nnseasonable times. It appears to be the

" pame olsewhere. In Epgland, we are told, there are days in sum-
.mer this year when warm clothing has been found necessgary.

Titania attributed the changes in the weather in her day to

Oberon’s bad temper:
“The spring, the summer,
The chiding antumn, angry winter, change
Their wonted liveries; and the mazed world,
By their increase, now knows not which is which.
And this same progeny of evils comes
From our debate, from our dlSaenSiOD
We are their p&rents and original,*

.Thare are some who ascribe the changes of weather in these
days to obher gquarrels than those between fairies; it is to the dis-
sensions between real, substantial peoples, such as the recent Allies
and the Axis, Tt is the War, they say, which is responsible for our

“climatie aberrafions. What -else could we expect from these con-

tineal clashes and crashes in the ajr convulsing the guiet atmos-
phere, these exp!osmns of earth-shaking bombs destroying cities,

thoese torpedoes and mines that irritate the waves and currents of
“the seas?  And then there is the newly-discovered Atom force
“whose desbruetive action is felf miles and miles around, It is

the War, and nothing else which has changed our weather condi-

‘bions. With thousands thig is an article of faith.

But the War has changed the weather in other respectis—

‘changed our political climate, for example. Vital changes are taking
‘place in our form of Government. A new Constitution has been
“framed under which the old order will pass away, We shall ceaze to

be a British colony, but ourselves, or rather the majority of us will
be our rulers and shape oar destinies. There will no longer be a
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Roard of Ministers; but a governing Cabinet with a Prime Minister
and portfolios. There will necessarily be groups called Parties who
_may, or may not, form an united Opposition. There will be new
electorates of vobers, bristling with new ideas of a vague political
transcendence called Democracy, and new methods of election, so
.arranged ag to give the most illiterate voter a chance to express hia
own views. . ‘

These political changes must have their effect on our social
and moral elimate. Those who have begun to realize the power
placed in their hands will learn to use that power. The poor will
strive to reduce the inequalities of wealth and poverty. The privi-
leges of eapitalists and the highly-placed will gradually digappear,
and Jack will assert himself to be atb least as good as his master.
Hence the strikes and the floods of political oratory which disturb
the even current of our lives. - o, ’

It is nob only the majority community which has been actively
conscious of a new, changed atmosphere. Hvery other community
iz awake, or rather has been awakened to & vivid realization of
rights and duties which it has neglected in the easy times of pence.
Most striking is the awakening of the Muslims. who are convinced.
that wealth fails to bring about general contentment, that educa-
tion is a source of power, and that social custorms which bhad good
. peason for their establishment must be abandoned when they hinder
s people’'s progress. The Indian communities eling to their claim
to be Ceylonese citizens with the privileges belonging to barn citi-
zens. Then, there is the Woman’s Cause, with its claim for equality "
with men in public as well as purely social matters., Many have
heon taken for service in Military establishments and eéven the Civil
Government offices. -

Fven the literary (including the educational) weather has
undergone a change. The older generation—there are still some
left to be pitied or ignored—used to revel in the Bnglish Classies.
Tn these they found instruction, entertainment, guidance, and
inspiration. The old writers found delight in the old traditions of
style, restraint, vigour, and orderly sequence. But the change was
inevitable, Our movelists of today are mos$ popular when they
abandon all vestraint and sabisty a gaping crowd of readers with
personal details, particularly in matters of sex, which " leave no
room for the imagination”” Our new poats free-wheel without
rhyme and sometimes without reason. Our newspapers delight in
banner lines and spicy headings for little, commonplace paragraphs,
And why not ? Every age has itis own characterigtics, and this is
the age of a new Freedom. Our education is known as Free Bduoca-
tion—-which only means that our children pay no tuition {ees, and
the schools come under despotie rules and regulations. The English
language wo speak is soon to be displaced by, or subordinated to,
the vernaeulars. Meanwhile, it is being Americanized.

Such are some of the changes in our weather.

By R. L. BROHIER, F.R.G.8.

[ Copyright Strictly Reserved)
(Continued from our last issue).
1
Boer Town ... Some Facts and Fallacies.

. The portion of the Diyatalawa Camp which wae rieged by th
trench and barbed wire entanglementes, very socon cangne hoy'ba ifﬁzg :
Boer Town. It was divided into two lzagers or settlements. The one
nearer‘the railway station was dubbed by the prisoners themselves
Kruger’s Dorp, and was occnpied mainly by Transvaalers. The Burghers

. from she QOrange River Colony oecupi i l
- fron pied the other part, wh
< - éhristened Steyn’s Ville, . part, which they,

) Several arbicles desoribing visifs to Boer Town, many of them by
_.emlnenh_n‘ewapaper correspondenis, found a place in the Press accounts
-of the pericd. Avoiding minor details which at this dafe have lost their
sha.'rpness of outline and intérest, suppose we glean those particulars
_whl‘ch‘ms,t_eria.lly help to conséruct imprsssions of the life of the South
- African Prisoners-of-War in these sebilements, and to recall the poig-

nant cbearvations made at the time regarding the treatment accorded to
“them. Describing the surroundings, one visitor wrote: "' Having passed
_t_hrouglg the well-gunarded gate of tha wire entanglement enclosure, we
“found ourselves in a scattered settloament of huts and tin-roofed B'h’adﬂ
: qot at-a.ll unlike one of those newly established townships one comet‘s’
--nerogs in BRhodasia, or some other young colony. And indeed, it is a
'_'tow.nshlp, for this Boer community as I soon discovered, controlled by
their awn officers, manage everything for themselves, and have among
: the!n their own tradesmen and artificers of every sort, their shops and
:_thelr achools and churches, all within the limibs of the wire snclogure."

E Anotb.er sorrespondent pickures the small shops of the Boer trades- -
:. men, _ﬂaukmg the approach road o tha sebtlements, within the enclosure
28 bemg’ precisely like the " winkel ”’ or village stors in the Transvaal,
""Here ", he says, ' the Boer barber and the’universal provider had set-
~$led to do business, the one was to be seen trimming the black beard ol
‘& fellow Burgher, while the other was sitting on his tins and his boxes,

“with an air of placid content that the winkel-keeper sk i
~rightly have envied.” peron The volds might

FA motley crowd indeed,” was the expression in genera

up the inhabitants collected in Kruger’'s Drf])rp and Sta%zn’grvliﬁz? hé)os::;:a
’s_,._w_e are told, were refined and highly educated; others were of very mear;

.l_nﬁalllganlqe. They were mostly Free Staters who had gone on com-

:paa.n.do with Olivier, the majarify youog men, with the beard just show-

_ing in ragged points on their ching; round, soft looking faves, bearing

L. B. B, _'fe:n, them gabhing of t-.he glress oy hmggmdnass of war, Many were boys
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gearcely in thaw teens, but all gturdy boys at that. Some of tbe caphives
were very old men,

Thera wera Transvaal Burghers and Boers ‘proper | Americans,
- Austrians, Belgians, Norwegians, Russiang, Spanish, ¥rench, Germans,
Greeks, with seven Englishmen and five Scofch, listed among them, a
good many honest excellent fellows, some chivalrous snemies, a few
with evil histories bshind them.  They were collected in groups every-

where, walking, or- standing and talking; the majority bad pub ajn_ia
* the smasher hat of the veldt and wors solar topees. Now and again
opa saw some sotr old Dopper irreconecible, or ill-conditioned youngster
who glared sullenly, but in general they were nob only in ‘good health
but also contented and happy.,

The thrift of the average Boer caplive was reflacted by the fach hhah
while be wore his old clothes in eamp, and masgueraded a8 a seare-
crow in patehes, most of them had good clothes packed away. in boxzes
walsiog [or the day when they were to have their liberty again. It fol-
lowed therafora that thesa thick-built men looked stolid and loutish in
fheir rough sllpshod attire. But when they were seen, thirty at a time,
in the swimming hath they had built for themselves, fed with cold
watier from the hillg, one noticed their fine physigque, and reallse_d that
clothes do not make the man in war, It was only pnder these cireum-
stances that their activity and endurance, which was apt to be hidden
by the oveeasicnal round shoulder and careless gait, were ravealed.

Some hysbemca.l people gought o raise an outery against fhe pre-
gange of children in the camp of the captive Boers. There were two
hundred and fifty children in the camp al Diyatalawa, who were repre-

santed in some versions as victims of British oppresslon, in others; as

heroes who outshone David in prowess.

Tha tact, however, discloses that thege children had been captured

with their fathers and their brothers and uncles, and were allowed to

accompany them to Ceylan, as thay had no other relative to look after

them, A strong arm indeed would have been needed to tesr them away

from their ralatwas Captivity must indeed have sat lightly on these

youngsters._ 'We are afforded a glimpse of them ” said one visitor,

* srooping o sechoal, looking as happy as children can’” Dutch beachers
‘had bean provided at the expense of the Dutch South African Fund to
gducabe thesa children. Comparing conditions, it was doubtless only
too truly said that '‘ they were better fed, better elothed, better taught
and better housed than the majority of the ebildren in the Traunsvaal ab

that momeng.”’

The prisoners-of-war, with the exesption of the officers, were houged
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bareness was, however, effectively removad by an odd collaction of hags,
¢loshing and miscellaneous personal purchases of the inmates which
ware shrung on the lower struetures of the steel {ramework supporting
the roof. In this orderly disorderliness one might have picked out sticks
of sugar-eane, bunohes of plantaing and pincapples, even grasses and
strange curios whieh had appealed e individual tastes.

Mid-day usually found the huts quite full, the prisoners lying about
in & minimum of every-day clothing waiting for their meal. When they -

“sat down.to their food, it was to be expected that thers would be large

disappearances of the servings which wers made to them, in a manner
natural §0 hungry and heavily built men, They drew the rations ordi-

“narily allowed to the British socldier, with a few extras cn medieal
* adviea. Boef was igsuad gix days in the week, mutton onee a week, and

the nsual supplementary ration of potatoes, hread, sugar, tea and coffee,

- Official reports rather labour the point that the beef and mutton sup-

plies were imported. The kitehons were separately heused in the viei-

nity of each living shed, and those ceccupying a bhut took turns to do the
- gooking for their oo‘mpaniona in a partieular shed. '

This recurring menu of boiled meat fnd soffes suggests a rather

: " monofonous diet, but these campaigners of the veldt proved that they
. wera nok accustomed to variety in cooking. They expounded an axiom

that if food be good in one way, it should always be good-in that way.

- Buj thero wag apparently one point on which they made no ecmpromise,
~baing by custom great lovers of fat, succulent meat. In the early stage,
~while arrangements for adeguabe supplies of frozen meat and mutton
[from Australia were in the making, they complaired bitterly of the
-ooargeness of fhe beef and declared that the muftton was just goat!
“MThey could not reconcile themsslves to the gingular fack that it has
- always been go in Ceylon.

The sanitary arrangements in the settlement eonsisted of wash-

-houses and babhs liberally scattered over tha iringe of the dwelling huts,
-well-planned latrines worked on the dry-earth system, which were
_r-loca.bed, in convenient situations, and the systemabic transportation
~along aline of light railway of all refuse, garbage and solid excreta,
with provision for their disposal by fire or burial. All the hute and
_kitchens were as & matter of routine cleansed and disinfected once a -
wesk by the prisoners-of-war themselves, the process consisting of the
spra.ylng of the walls with Jeyes solution and the dressmg of flcors with
a1 in 500 acid solution of perchloride of mercury.

These detaily, which throw hght on bygone living condifions in a

.'prlsoner of-war camp, where life in general was considered ta be tougher,

‘in the long well-ventilated huts which are a feature of D1yata1awa to
this day. TEach of these zine, barrack-room-like structures held 56

“camp beds which were ranged on elther side allowing for a corrider down
the middle. This central spaoe wags [urnished with mess-tables and
‘benches. At each table sat 8 men, thus providing 7 messes to sach
hut, )

are inberesting if nob entirely amusing. Bugs were close companions,
~and apparently mulbiplied as rapidly as they are repubed to have dene
“in modern concentration eamps. However, those were days befors the
“yirtues of D.D.T. were discovered, and remedies were confined o a
‘thorough sterilization of all. beddmg and clobhmg in what ig stabed to
heve been ' a Thresh's.disinfector "

The Bosr in his tropic camp lost'. nothing -of his sirong religious

"Phera was hardly any other furniture, except these bare necessi- ;
_-'hen'u and the worshipinl spirit nuriured in his homeland, Ag & matber

tiew, and a looker with whieh eath capbive was provided, Al trace of
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of fact their naburally austere religious character was congiderably
strengthened by the irksomeness of a captiva life, by fhe weary mono-

tony of awalling release, and the consbant thinking of home and

iriends.

FEvery night prayer-meetings were held in the open and a genuine
ghorus of praise rose in the evening air. Often during the day groups
congregated in tha shade ginging Psalms, and saf listening to long
gsermong of which they never seemed to grow weary. Invariably too,
the grim-looking, old, grey-beard, sitbing apart silent and solitary, whom

one passed with a poignant interest, held in his hands a time-worn,

loather-bound book with heavy black text, which one easily recognised, .

Stolid and uncompromiging in religion, as iy war, these silent, dramatic
personnel seemed to be alive to nothing else but the inspiration and.
comfort they were able to draw from the torn and well thumbed pages
of their Bibles.' Like mos} zoalots, they did not seruple to look upon
all amusements ag sinful, or 6o resort to artifice for religions sake,

The story is told that the younger men built themselves a very
fine recreation ball for that indoor pastime whieh in the confinement of
a camp they so much needed. The older elament asked the authorities
for permission to hold a service thers one night in the week; When'
this request was granted, they appealed for two nights to be zel apard
for serviees, then for three. Hventually they pressaed for fhe conseera-
tion of the building. The authorities, perhaps, considered it befiter
policy to huwmour ths older generafion, and the hall was congecrated.
The climax came very shortly after this was done. The zealots insisted
that indoor sport should not be permitted as the hall had been consecra~
ted. Pressing their point, they gained entire possession, and anew
recreation hall had to he built.

* Yet another amusing incident arose over a difference of opinion
regarding the band of the British regiment doing duty as guards ab
Diyatalawa, Nearly every night it used to play in a quadrangle adjoin-
ing the Boer
namber of the prisoners-of-war, - The old Boer die-bards Jodged a pro-
-toat declaring that the performance was ill-timed, because it drew young
people away from the evening prayer-meetings and turned their thoughts
fo the frivolities of life! S

Stranger still, about the same $ime thers was an oubery that the
military band had been sent up to Divatatawsa for the gratificabion of
the “ spoilt ” Boer. So, weighted by the clamour of protiest in the loeal
papers, and the misdirected svangelical piety of some of the Boers
themselves, the Regimental band ceased to play in the vieinity of the
prisopars-of-war camp.
sommunities " it was nob however moved to the cities, buk parformed
inztead for the benefit of Tommy Atkins in the precinets of the Gueard’s
Camp. C :

This phase of religious zeal was developing .into a mania and it
geamed obvious that something had to be done.
bonrd decided that all those captive Boers who did not conform to &
aelf-appointed onrriculum of athletie pastime should he sent onb of the

settlement, and proved a source of relaxation o a large

Mueh to the disappointment of the ' loyal

Bventually, a medical
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samp daily, on parole under the charge of one of their officers, for exer-’
: oise, By this means and in other suitable ways they Weral gradually
digbracted from intense prececupation with religion. :
- Their normal spiritual wanis were attended to partly b is
- " shaplain sent from South Africa, and pastly by voluntlzaer ﬁ{inil:atat‘arsspftarc;:n}
among themselves and from- different religious bodies .in the Island
Very naturally, the larger nttmber of the prisoners-of-war belonged t(;
the Dulmb_ Reformed Charch, Proportionately they were about 90% of
- the tobal ml:_erned. In lesser degree, every other dencmination was
reprasented, ineluding Congregationalists, the Greek Chureh. and the
‘ I}?ra}uuh Reformed Chuareh. A& fairly large number called tﬁemselves
.Protesba,nts * and a few elaimed to be ** Tistherans . . Only 99 classi-
fiad themuslves as followers of other religions. .The majority of these
profegsad the Jewigh faith, the remainder included Spiritualists
-Athelsl':s. H'ree-thinkers, and two who elaimed to be {ollowers of Molm.m-l
_med,ap-tam.' There were five who confessed they had * no religion”’,
The picture of the Boer Camp Postmaster is interesting. He was
o pl_!re-blogded Burgher of the Free State, named Van Olst, a Justice of
Ltl}a Poace in his distriet, who was called upon to fight like the rest of
_his countrymen when the time came. Tt was hig daily duty to collect
_ -the letters for the prisoners which had been passed and censored in the
:Oamp Commandant's Office, and personally to deliver them to the
‘ a.ddressg.a.es. Considering the large population he served, he seems to
_-have faithfully performad his duties to the satisfastion of (lme and all.
Sub]eet tio the censorship referred to, the prisoners-of-war were .
- permitted fo comamunicate freely with their friends in or out of Ceylon
' Appurently comparatively few lotfers or publications had to be d'etaineél.
%r suppresged b}r thala;.lghorities. Among those which did not pass the
ensor was a Pery little paraphl - i ‘
. Qensor was & Fé};hem”‘ pamphlet, dated 1900, entitled * Our beloved
- ‘_I!; s beyond the power of the pen to deseribe the thousand and cne
: ..-oﬁd-mcldeuhs of camp-life brought to the notice of visitors in the course
. of a day spenb in these temporary “laagers ”. When we recall that
__;::}amlrl{lall ﬁkllesedv_eldh-born Burghers must have led very busy lives in
Jtheir homs-land, it ig not unu ‘ ‘ i :
o vory heaiy. sual bo expect bha_ti they found tl.me hang-
. Boan after the early contingents from South Africe moved up to
Diyatalawa, » lage number of them asked for wark. “In the light of
:(:It)i'dct.l‘tgzls*,tiat?cm:i vz]:;lich Wo':ld naturally have made these captives petulant
and impatient, the authoriiies deci : r
mabloyant thoy cenved tor. ecided to afford these volunteers the
_ This happered about the time it was found necersary eonsi
t? extand tlha camp. The available skilled la.boﬂrswgs a,::c?t])ig;ig]ly
_dwerﬁe@ on to thege undertakings, and on the construection of addihiona};
reservoirs and water-works. Mhe unskilled labour was detailed to car:
';‘out earth-works. The parade ground, which adjoing the main road Iead}-,
ing at the present time to the Burvey Camp, and the esplanads ealled -
the Polo Ground, both of them originally swamps—the former in parti-
‘eular an eye sore and the sole disfigurement of a well laid cut settle.
.:t:_a’ent, were fillad up and lavellad by the onptive Boer. The road whioh
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traverses the vallay between Diyamllawa and Bandarawela, was also -
both traced and constructed by them. Perpetuated by its name, the -

Boer Road, it is one of the few tangible links left to remind the average
visitor to Diyatalawa of the sojourn of the Boer prisonor-of-war, -

The labhour supplied by the Boeers was aﬁportioned on a 7 hour a
day bagis.. The prisoners were paid for the work they catried out, the

‘maximum rate for the more slxilled capbive-artis&n being Re. 1/25 a day.
Tha varied talent concentrated in the prisoner-of-war camp is most -

tlluminatingly revealed in the report of the Census of the Is!and, which
happily came to be taken very soon after their arrival, No fewer than
152 different previous cecupations were recorded. The list beging with
Accountant and ends with Wine Merchant. Farmers were of course in
préponderance, (3679), and there were by no mesns a few carpenters,
black-smiths, magons and fisters. There was a Profesgor of Mathematies,

‘82 Bingineers, 1 Attorney, 2 Advooates or barristers, several dootors

and more inberesting to reflect on, a conjurer, 2 pugilists and an under-
taker. : !

As has ever been the custom of war-prisoners all the world over, a

. large numbher spent their time manufacturing curios o while away

e

- and eannon—DLong Toms especially, and Kruppars.

thae dragging hours. Not having tools they devised planes out of table-

knives, saws out of barral-hoops, and with the aid of these and other-.
improvised implements turned out souvenirs and multitudinons articles _

of utility, most of them from wasgte material,

Visitors reeall that one of tha most interesting featurss viewed in
the camp was these groups at work., While in one eorner of a temporary
workship three or four were assigting at a make-shift turring lathe of a
very primitive fashion, in another there were busy sawyers of nadun or
tamariod, or carvers at work on ebony and other hard Caylon woods
bought from Don Carolis. Although as stock-keepsrs and shephérds
most of these craftsmen had never handled the tools they were putbing
to use, the skill shown in eabinet making and carving was surprising.

Ambling around, ene came anon bo the marts where the results of
their labour were on show and for sale. There wera paper knives made
of bone and horn, inlaid chests and bozes, and walking sticks of all
varieties. There were carved name-brooches which at the ‘time were
‘much in fashion, thare were picture-irames, pipes and tobacee jare.

More ingenious handierafbamen furned out models of ox-waggons
One capbive, who
ownad o Scotch parenfage, made a complefe model of a Johannesburg
gold-erughing maehine, whish he displayed with great pride. Two
rupees per item seemed fo be the provailing price; but as mementoes of
a visit to the eamp, apart from the carved inscription, ' Made by Boer

. Prisoners-of-war ", these articles were -considersd worth a good deal

movra than their intrinsic value. The immense interest displayed in the
articles which the prisonars-of-war industriously manufactured eventy-
ally led to an Exhibition of Boer Curios in Colomba. '

Three of the Diyatalawa prisoners-of-war, P. H. de Villiers, a
nabive of Krugeradorp and nephew of a Chief Justice of Cape Colony,
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Rohertson, and Boths, were released on parole to superintend tha
preparabions, and they provided an unigue spoetacle. Ons of the leading

. fae.ntures of the Exhibition was the work in oils of a distinguished

- prisoner-of-war artish, including a eanvas of the afilack on Spionkop,
The proceeds of-the enterprise, which was Inrgely supported bfy the

.pub!ic and was informally visited by tha Guovernor, swelled the monthly
remitfances which the Boers wera in ‘the habit of transmitting for
reliaving the distress among women and children in the soncentration

‘camps in Boubh Africa. Ineidentally, the bulk of the exhibity were
sant to Bngland for further exhibition and sale, the late Mr. Christia
Driaberg taking no small part in making the necessary arrangements for

- both thig and the Show in Qolombo. 4

It was freely remarked ab the time that many of the newly arrived
. Boers were very flush of money, The rumour wag not unfounded, for g
gopd deal of this money, mostly in Trangvaal sovereigns, was deposited
‘with the Camp Commandant, . There soversignz wera exchanged at
. Rs: 15/25 tor coin of the Island. They looked slightly larger than ths
l]‘3r71nis,h gold pound, but the gold wag probably a trifle lesa pure. The
: Kruger"’ money, and Transvaal postage stamps which wera algo
_ brought in largas numbers, were greatly sought after as mementoes,
:Evgntually, very high prices were haing asked for the few specimens
-vyhlch_ rqmai_ned. A ocurrency of rupee and éent nobes, of valua
ouly inside the eamp, had been introduced for purpoges of frade.
‘When as often happened, word was received that a sum of money had
;-baer'l placed to the ersdit of a prisoner-of-war in one of ths South
African banks, he wag allowed to draw against it in these miniature
‘bank-notes issued by the Camp Commandant, :

- TII,
The Boers in Spert and Pastime,

There are bhoulsa;nds of people whom a recent war commikted tb
exile, who will testify that homesickness and ennuj are two of the most”
-ugcor:guer?,ble forees of our nataral emotions. 1t bag plaved strange
_trf]cé:‘s mthlst;ory before now, and whe can donbt that ways and meang
‘of diverting its ache by occupation and pastime wera greatl '
after by the Boer captive. ' ; Y. soughs

i ‘Besides the many prisoners-of-war who spent the hours of s hot
'3&8!]81'1"1_ day in remunerative oceupations, not a few of them beguiled
!:han- time with non-exertive pastimes. Skittlss and Quoits wers much
m vogue. In the cool of the afbernoon, tennis, ericket, and foothall soon
bq?ame regularitems in their programma of athletie pastime, and whila
& Tommy' sat with loaded rifle at sach corner of the ground veady for

any emergency, the caplives exercised their minds and bodies with tha
utmost unconeern,

= Eootball in particular claimed & vemarkabls measure of enthusisam

cand it was apecially noticeable how very keenly the Boer fall to this’
puwly British game. . Tn the baginning they were content to watch the

soccer men of the garrison drible, orto applavd the dexterous handling
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of the oval. Then they joined in during practice play and indulged in
a primitive game of their own. It did nob take them long to learn
tha intricacies of combinations, and ceasing to borrow the Gloucester
Regiment's ball, they had nearly a dozen of their own. ~Matches which
pitsed the Transvaalers against the TFrea Staters, or the Doppots of the
Back Veldt against the Johannesburgers, beeama the order of the even-
ing’s play, Several majches were in due course arranged against local
elibs, and one which proved of special inberest was rlaved on the
Racquet Court against the Bloomfield Crickes and Athletic Club.

Cricket was often indalged in all day long onan excellent ground

within the Boer Camp, and matches were frequently played between
Oaylon ericket clubg and fhe Boer teama. A good deal of publicity was
given te an agitation over the lenisncy which allowed Boer prisoners
out of detention to play ericket matches in public. The vast crowds
whish gathersd t6 withess the matehes, however, amply testified to the
appreciation of this small ach of conciliation towards an involunbary.
“guest’’. One mateh in partienlar hetween the Bogrs and the ploneer
locsal club, the Colombe Colts, justly elaims a place in ericket history.
. When the Boer elevan which travelled down from Diyatalawa arrived
on the oricket grounds in the Cinnamon Gardens, their recephion was
daseribed as ‘mosgt cordial”, for few growds had been previously wit-
nessed a$ any cricket matoh played in Oolombo. :

Itis interesting to reeall that the Boer team included two plavers,
da Villiers and Koetsze, who had pteviously figured in contests againel
Lord Hawke’s eleven ; snd who doubtleés would have repregented South
Africa in international matches had they not taken up the sterner game
of war. : . :

. The names of those who played for the Colts team eall fo life a pro-
cession of bygone ericket-worthies: A. Raffel, the capbain, J. C.
Me Heyzer, Pollocks, J. Ludovici, Q. B, Perera, J. Kelaars, 1. Thomasz,
W.D. Fransz, B. A. Joseph, J. Forsythe and Tommy Kelaart, The
proverbial uncertainties of cricket turned a comparabively poor display
by the Boer batsmen on tha first day into a gama of spectacular orickes
on the secodd,  The Colombo Colts won the mateh by 141 runs, bub of
mora import and greater interest than the gcores were the extracrdinary

agsurances of mutual good-will which the event kindled, and which the ..
local and several leading Lioudon newspapers used'_to diplomatic -

advantage. . - .
One of the sporting papers abroad referred to the mateh, which had
the patronage and presence of the vies-regal party, and the leading Boer

. eaptive, General Olivier, a8 an example of tha influence of the greab -
Tinglish game, which made Briton ard Boer forget the dark battle fields

of Soutl Afriea and “join together in Cricket’s manly toil”.

The “Daily Chronicle’” found room bo pen-picture H. K. the
Giovernor complimenting the Boer feam upon their playing, and of the -
densze, closely-packed crowd which keenly enjoyed the sporbmen’s -
gesbure, when, ag their Fxeelloncios were about to lgave, Commandant’
Van Zyl, the leader of tha visiting feam, called for thres sheers for the .
Governor, which Sir West Ridgeway acknowlsdged by turning and

lifting his Panama,
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. Parchanes that veteran “wizard with the leather' Tommy Kelaart
o_fﬁh_?a Goleg, atill cherishes the token of goodwill” which was presented
o him by the interned Boer cricket team. Tt wasa bone paper-knife,
Oun tha dne gide it bora an inscription tastefully engraved in gold : “TO. :
Tommy K, from G. P. Koetsza™ ; on the ofher the legend : *'A Souvenier

-+ of the Boer-Colbs Oricket Match”.

Athletie sports, conceris and boxing ﬁere ather digiractions which

““helpad to dispel the dullness and monobony to be expectad i a prisoner-

of-war camp. There were at least four men amiongst th

tio have been able to hold their own in any comptz.ny aeb gloeerlsogeggﬁgg’
hurdles, hall mile, and the mile; and thess races were. conséquently
c]ej.ssed a?‘_events which were well-worth seeing, But what was des-
aribad ag the cracker’ of these mects was a mils race for boys under 21
for whlqh_thera wore generally about 30 entrants who were able to go f;'
mila ag if ib were a 220 yards race. Most of them ran bars-footed, their
ooeapation befores the war having been the driving of ostriches :)ut to.

 thair pasturage, 290-miles off in the morning, and bringing them back at

4 hand gollop in the evening.

~ 'The fur of the day was provided by the Veterans’ race, for which a
noble array of plethoric old ehampions usuwally turnsd Dui;. None had-
perlha.ps ‘run on a racing track, but there wera not a few among these
olc_i uns who had done record time over the valdt from a wounded lion or
rh}nqceros. Honsehold names their’s are in Beer homes, and many a
ptirring tale they told of “moving accidents by flocd ant,i fisld” in the
days when Paul Kruger was sbill a mighty lion hunter. ‘

: The Boar-colany possagred two exceedingly skillad piani

.Whpm wag said to ba the finest in Oey]o_ngil:n those t?m:;mt:fr’lr;)'nt?:gtf
easily. Among other unique souvenirs of the Boer concarts, is a pro-
gQra.mmeVVqlfhulnelwhicE was organized by the Hollanders {‘.ol pelebrate
Quesn Wilhelmina’s birthday, i - i

lataly’ captit CeYlonsz’. descr‘bed ag’ the firsh during her loyal
g ;'._There wore few eonberbainments more greably enj -
ca‘.ptlve’: Boer than the musical "'At Homes” givgen bnyadéoﬁ?gge?a;ﬁl
'Que_sns House and frequently repeated, to which the leading local
musioal talent readily contributed. :

L _Pna of the largest structures in the camp, known ag the *‘Recreation
-Hpb , was used for boxing praetice ab all hours of the day. Amcong the
prisoners wag an Irighman, Jim Holloway, who was fthe champion
boxar of Pretoria previous tio his capture, and had also won for himself »
name in h.he? boxing circles of the world, Hae found lucrative éinplby-
ment in giving lessons in the manly art to the Boer Officers and men af
10 shillings a lesson. -

An endeavour was made to gend an Africander Bozing Peam, con-

gisting of Holloway and two youbigsters who had been trained by him in
b‘r_;e_ Uamyp a$ Diyatalawa, to tour England and the States. One of them
Sganser D.ryer, who was %0 come of age on his next birthday, was 9:
n;l(fldle-W‘eighﬁ; and the obher Jan Vanstaden, 28 vears old, was a heavy-
ngght. Both wara congiderad by their trainer and comrades to be wall
able $o make an impression, Although the presence of the ex-South
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Atriean Champien, who wag preparad to throw out a cha.llenga of £1_000
gtorling to any boxer of 9 stone 13 ibs. for the light-weight champion-
ship of the world, was sufficient to assure the suceess pf tha 'proposed
venbure from a finascial point of view, they could not gain their release
in time, and the projsck fell throwgh. S

Boer photography, much of which was displayed to v1s1bors,'was yeb
amother side. line which filled the leisure hour. Most of this work,
which wag considered to be of no mean guality, wag s_,et up in artistie
albums, and doubbless raised the envy of many & curiosity hunter. They
invariably containad unigue assortments of aubogtapha& porﬁralh'm., and
geanes of eamp life of every deseription : comie, tragic and conventional,

There were many journalistie productions edited by the DBoers
themselves which were ecirculated and scldin large uu_mbarsl?.‘t 20 centy
a copy in the Camp. One of them bors the amuging title : Tl:}e DIYEL-
talawa Dum-Dum’’. Another, a much more sparkling production with
the censor’s blots upon many of itg pages, was suitably cfa.llsd hbe
“Prikkelraad” (the Barbed Wire), The others were entitled the
"Diyatalawa Camp Lyre”, "De Krygsgevangens' {the Captive) and
“Tea Strover”. They consisted largely of a summary of the war-news,
culled from the local press, and were, excepl the one hamefi Tnat,
published in Hinglish with translations into German and Af'mca._rfder
Dutch, The pathos of their position often tempted cont'.'ubutimm in a
poehi'c vein. Besides these sonnets written by the caplive poate, the

papet usually containad a leading artiele by the Hditor, letters, and a .

fow humourous sketchas and silhouettes. ,
Not the leass amuging part was the advertisement eoluran. For
instance, one advertizer announced he has “always in hand Trapsvaal
and Free State stamps, Kruger Money, curios elc, and ig always ready
to undertake raffles”. An nndertaker of ancther fype s_mnounced‘
“You cau ba buried &b a reasonable price. J. H. isstill carrying on busi-
ness ag usnal at same address”, Pipe catving, palmistry, beer halls,

- and shooting galleries, were only a few of the other items aﬂvarh‘s‘ed.
Raroe humour undetlay the writings in the eolumn haeaded qinmp
Swaepings’’. Picking up a copy of “The Dum-Dmir‘n” wo read : An,:
other Wail! Our intelligent contemporary the ‘Ceylon Obssrver”

gomplaing about the {earful risein poultry and eggs/ This iz our fault,

and we.promise it will never, never happen again, The festival of
Queen Wilhelmina's Birthday is over, and wa assure the ohservant one,

that the six skinny chickens saerificed on the altar of patriotism will nol_: ‘

furnish a precedent. Do lorgive us T, :

aw -
Boer Personalities—Great and Little,

Tn a little cottage outgide the barricaded Boer bown, with its name
“ Roux Ville” displayed in white stones batween flower beds, there
lived the fighting parsen of the Freo Sta.ta,.Ganeml Roux. Sp_are of
figure, well-groomed aven bo his short beard frimmed to a poink in _tha
faghion of & naval officer, he was an alerf-looking man wrifh qu_lck bier-
cing eyes. Hig light touch of humour and ense of expressionin Englisb,
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Loare recalled in the reminiscences of a visitor who asked him v\}hah he
- thought of Liyddite—a form of explosive which the British first used in

the Boer War. ** We don’t like it all '’ he readily replied, ‘it spoils the
colour of our frousers !’ . . ' -

Despite the tendeney promoted by the heated political and contro-
versial issuwes of those times, the fact that the Boors were honourable
.prisoners-of-war, who had merely fought for their freedom—a sentiment
go widely stressed in the grimmer perils of the present genaration,
rababilitated them in the esteem of all right-minded Ceylon people.
Neither iz it sntirely surprising that the initiative for extending hogpita-.
lity to them when many of the officers and some of the men were in due
- eourge permitted the privileges of a leisured resident oF visitor, should
have largely fallen on the loeal eommunity of Dutch Burghers, In that
freemasonry of recognition of a common stoek dating from the oldae
~days of power and conguest which have established Dutch names,
. Dateh hovges and Duteh traditions in this tropical Island, where stiil
- the name * Burgher "’ ean ba correctly applied in an sthnologieal sense,
it was mutusl courtesy, although sometimes irenically misrepresented
a8 pro-Boer; and no reflection whatever on the other sommunities, that

- 'the weight oi entertaining the Boer prisohers-of-war was borne by
© thern. : L -

The story iz t0ld how on one of many days gpent by General Roux
in private homss, a hostess anzious to please her guest, had planned
mepu of geasoned eurries reminiscent of Dutch days. Having heroically

atood his ground to the end of the maal, the Ganeral obgerved: "' 1.
have gone through many months of war without shedding a tear, but I

vary much faarad I shonld do go to-day.” ' ’

. His wife, who camas out to Ceylon and joined him later, used to
. tacount how she herself had been air commando with her husband, and
“had nged her rifle fo mueh advantage. ' :

- . Another Bosr leader interned originally ab Diyatalawa, was General
-Jan Hendriek Olivier. He wasg responsible for the British reverses ab
“Stormhberg, Without any trace of personal pride he recalfled how this
.- had beon accomplished with only one gun quiekly moved from point to
point, He wag a tall, sturdy, frank-looking man -with a long flowing"
black beard fainbly streaked with grey. Labouring to zet his thoughts
“.fo English, he uged to tell of the retreat he led along the Fres State
:“frontier where he wag eventually taken with most of his commando by
Ian Hamilton. Smiling signifieantly, and chatting in a pleasant and
‘unreghrained faghion, hs showed by simple diagrams how he was hem-
‘med in for days, on the one side by the British forces, while on the
: othsr hordes of war-like uneonquered Basutos watched him from the
‘hill-fops, waibing eagerly for the violation of their border which would
“have justified attack., This, he added, was when the Boer General de

Wet made the first of & serios of sensational escapes which baffled his
-opponents, ‘

One .of the chief canses for reflection, which to this day must avoke
many a ragret, is that so little waz done to ubilise the vastly varied
-falent and seientific knowledge whioh the Boer prisoners-of-war could
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have paolad for the benefit of Ceylon and its people. Foremost in this
direction was their koowledge of {arming and agriculturé. General
Olivier himself was before the war a sfock-rearer and a large breeder of
thorough-bred horses. An invitation extended to him by the Govern-
mens bo visit and advise on the horse-breeding venture at Delft, which
had roganbly beon systematienlly organised, was one of the few instances
where ths colony profited by taking advantage of the specialisad know-
ledge available., Apart from confiimiong that the stud, which he said
resembled an improved Basuto pony, and the conditions for breeding on
this island off the Jaffna Peningula afforded great possibilities for pro-
fitable developmens, he called atteution o a poisonous herb of a variety
found in Africa which grew on the grazing plains of Delft, This led to
further investigation on hehalf of Government, by another Boer
capbive who had established & claim to be recognised as an authority by
resenrch in South Afries. : ;

Thera weva few parts of Ceylon which General Olivier did" not visit,
and ko was invariably accompanied by 8. Gillingham, a Dublin man, who
had long resided in the Transvaal where he occupied a responsible posi-
- tion, and held with his family at fhat time important mining interssts.
MThe “Colonel”, the “millionaire,” and “Qld Sol”, were degrees of fami-
liavity applied to him in which the choicest spirits could hope to
graduate, - ’ ' . :

Yot anobhar scientific asse$ to Ceylon from the Boer captives was
Commandant Krantz, a well knowa naburalist, throngh whose initiative
chiefly the State Mugeum at Preforia had been opened aboub six years
belora the Boer war. Ha was asclaimed one of the bast shots in South
Africa. . Krantz, offered o mounb specimens in the matural hisfory
sachion of tha Colombo Museum while on parole, This offer was

- ascapled under tha authority of Government on the surprisingly modest
ramuneration of Bs. 300 per month, The scientific exparience which
this expert brought o bear on his work, with the assistance of another
Boar, A. van der Zyl, a taxidermist, gave to the Museum its first groap

of mounted mammals, representing a buck of the spotted deer attacked

by aleopard, with a faun looking on. All the material {ell to the gun of
Commandant Krantz on a Museum expedition to the Hambantota
Digtrict. :

“Veouw Kranty,” the wifs of the Commandant, who followed her
hugband to Caylon, was anather Boar woman proud of having earried a
rifla on commando, Guests at table in the hokel whers she stayed
often heard the good lady recount, withoub any suspicion of animug
aoaingt the Bribigh, har hag of rooineks. DBafore they cama to CJolombo
the Commandant and hiz wife werse in residence at “The Refuge” in
Liady Torrington Road, Kandy.

_ Another expert in his line emploved by Government was the
‘Boar, F. 1. O. Mors, an Instructor in the Sbate Bindery ab Pretoria be-
fors he wag made a prigonar-of-war, - He helpsd aongiderably to improve
the standard of work in thisline carried out at the Government Prinking
Department,
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Thers ware several among the eaptive Bosrs bearing well-known
- bames, mambears ef the former Volksraad, lawyers and others, Of these,
bhers was G, I, Neethling, ex-member of the Tranavaal Parliamsnt, who
though 67 years of age ran a farm at Hikenof near Johannesburg ; Com-
mandant Joubart, who was a son of the greatly respected Commander-
1n-Gbiaf of the Boar army; one of the gons of Paul Kruger, and a
nephew af the elusive de Wet, Commandants Boshoff, and Wileocks who
wore taken with Cronjie at Paardeberg, and Adjutant Bosghoff, a son of
the Commandant, were cthers listed among sanior Boer officers.

“-J. 7. Bain, the et-sditar of the Johannesburg Witness, who wield-
- ed a prastical and clever pen in verse as well as prose, was anocbher
notable prisoner-of-war. A Scotchman by birth, he becams a Boer by
naturalisation and long years of residence in South Africa, Holding
very sbrong views on the action of the Home Government, he took up
arms against the Hnglish and was made 'captive at the fall of
Johaunneshurg. : :

He was an intensively interashing oonversabionalist, and when
a.skgd tha opinion he had formed of Qeylon, rather piquantly deseribed it
as "'a land of good intentions’, and added that the convietion had been
slawly dinned inbo him thatit was “boo slow for a funerall” - He cited
the jogbrot way its commercial world set about securing markets worth
having. ' ' ' : C
: { To ba Continned ]

CEYLON IN EARLY BRITISH TIMES.

As Seen Through Governors' Despatches

L [The despatches writter by the successive Governors of Ceylon tothe Secre.
: tar)f of_ State are among the most important of the Early British records.
-Beginning from 1798 with the administration of the Hon. Frederic North, they
continug up to modern times and provide a review of the Island’s Civil, Military,
Judicial, and other activities throughout the period of British rule. Mr. J.H.O,.
Paulusz, Government Archivist, has prepared for publication a series of
abstracts or summaries of these despatchesa few selections from which are given
below, ~8d.] - ) L
80 Jan, 1800—Post of Sscretary and Under Secretary to Government
: repdered vacant by the suspension of Cleghorn and the dig-
missal of Mc. Dowall. W, Boyd appointed to sct for them. .
—MNatural history fund-—efmployment of Mr. Hamilton— .
Museum -_spacimens-—Sinbaiese and Fali Literature—Regrig-
. n.atlon of H. Atkinson from the office of Commissary of Grain
: a;nd‘Provmclms-mGapl_:. D. Blair appointed Barrack Master—
(?ramr}n Hamilbon appointed Postmaster-General—Irregulari-
tied in _]?ostmashar-Gena_ral's department—A. G. Blake returny
to Iudza“—uH. Powney appointed in his place—Undesivability
of reeruifing officers for the Public Serviee from Madras—
Buailding up of the Civil SBervies—Local opposition to North’s
measures of 'faform—Spirih of hoatility among his subordi-
nates—North’'s dlscl__phnary. achion againsb them-~Dgorepit
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state of Govarnmenh‘ Housa—North purchages a residence at’

Hualftsdorp—Legislation—Proclamation reducing the yaté of
interest on morbgages—Systern of land tenure modified——
Number of laseoring to be redueed.—Tribube to G. Qregory—

"Judicial egtablishment—Supreme Criminal Couvrt opened on

6th December—Ibs somposition—Court of greater appeal~—
Court of Lesser appéal—Inferior Courbts—Training of Bur-

" ghers for minor judicial posts—Criminal code in éontempla-
. ion—-Regulation of Judicial expenses—Increase in the revenue -

of the Island— Stamp duty.—Tax on Toys and Jewels—Balt—
Cinnamon.—Chilaw - pearl banks-—Commereg-—Proposed re-
formg in the cinnamon establishment—New markets for
cinnamen te be opened in Asia—Targe demand for arrack——
Immensa profits from coffee, arecanut and pepper—Toddy tax—
Increased demand for copper coinage—Religious establish-
menfs—Sinhalese preachers appointed on fixed ealaries—

‘Number of parish, priests for the Island limited to 20—
" Schools—Translation of the liturgy of the Church of England

- into Sinhalese and Malabar—Hgtimated cost of ecclesiastical

and scholastic establishment—Beminary abt Trivcomalie—
Madrigsee or acheol for the education of Muslims—Charitable
institutiona—Committee for the examination of the claims of
Duteh "subjacts—Increased cost of living—Milibary-—Pro-

posed effort to reduce m}lbary expenditure— Prospect of peace

with Holland—Qabtle breeding for the supply of beef to Buro-
pean troops—Pdy of Malay corps—S8trength of Malay corps
inereased to about 1000.—A. Bertolacei appointed Commissary
of Musters for the King's troeps—TFortifications at Colombo
and Trincomalas— Alarm of an attack on Ceylon—Hostils
attitude taken up towards North by his principal servants.

b Apr. 1800—Fpidemic of small pox—Fea.l of wir with Kandy—

30 Aung.

Bigtablishments founded for eombabmg small pox—Abtempt to
open new cinnamon market in Fastern Asia—Court of Cri-
minal Jurisdiction on cirenit—Improved conduet of the publie.

gervice—Suggestion t6 raize a corps of Malabar troops—Death

of Dr. BEwart, Chief of she Medical Department.

1800—XHxtensive insurrection--Ibts instant suppression—Its
causes— Hirst symptoms near Mannar—DLieut.-Col. Barbut
gent to Mannar—Simultsneous rebellion between Colombo
and Negombo—Movement suppressed by Capt. W. Vincent—
Matara distrieh in a state of general ravolt—Capt. Honner dis-
perses the ingurgents—Tranquillity restored throughout the
Island—liegislation—Proclamation regarding tenure of lands
—Domastie slavery—DFxeentiva Government- Major Rodgers
sucoeeded by Lit.-OUsl. A, Lindsay as Auditor General—Mry.
Jonville appointed Surveyor General—Judicial Establishmens

- —~Working of ths new system of jurisprudence- Supreme

Court of Criminal jurisdiction--Governor becomes its presi-

dent—Creation of the Figeal's Court—T. Farrel appointed o
‘be ifs gecond member—Religious eatablishmenbs-—Progress

DUTCH BURGHER UNION - 48

of the school founded at Colomboécharlﬁable institutiong—

Lisper hogpital, appointment of Dr. J. Sausoni asg its Superin-

tendent-—Smallpoxr hosgpibals, incoulstion meagures—Messrs,

Chrisbie, 'Ovr, -Carnie and Yates appointed Medical Superin- -
tendents—Revenue—Pear]l Fishery— Mannar Pearl Banks—
Joy ftax estimated at one lakh of rix dollars—Woods and
Forestg—8Salt—Messre, Jonville and Orr commissioned to
report on the walk pwduﬂhion—wElephanh kraal deseribed—
Commerce— Abundant cinnamon harvest—DLarge increase in
exports—Military establishment—Smaller garrisons guffisient

- —Recruitment for Malay Corps—Formation of nntlve oom-

20 Sept.
"nand—Administrativa system at Batticaloa—Powere of minor

18 Febh.

pa.mes in Galle a,nd Matara.
1800—Turbulent sfate of Battiealog—Tribute to Mr. Bur-

headmen curbailed —Administration of civil justice in the
Island—Report on the Mahsagampaftu—Decrepit state  of
public buildings-~Lieut. Cotgrave appointed Civil Architect
and Hnginesr and Superintendent of Public Works—Result of
elephant hunt-~Progress of smallpex hospital.

1801.~—Importation of eattleDiligence of Mr. Hamilton,
acting Paymaster General-—Recent irregularities in military
accoants—Proposed Board of Bevenue and Commseree-—Mr.
Greenhill relinquishes the post of:Commoercial Resident-—
Peculiar features of the commeree and revenua of the -
Island—Cinpamon the " only monopely—Suvggestion that .
the eultare of einnamaon should ke entrusted to the revenue
department—Various sources of revenue—Ceylon'divided inte
thirteen provinees—Administrative system ecreated imme-
diately after the occupation—Corruption and excesses of the
amildars-—Agents of revenue—Froposal bto inareagse emolu-
ments of public sarvanis—Post of Commercial Resident fo
be suppressed—Dapusty Gommercml ‘Rezident to be made
Warehouse Keeper--Reasons for creating - -Board of Revenue
and Commerce—Dt.-Col, Barbut to be retained in his office —
Commissioner. extracrdinary for the Northern Province and

- the Vanni-—Capt, Younge appointed a member of the abova
‘board—W, Boyd to be a Deputy Secretary and member of the

Board-—-Messrs, Gregory, Fraser and Alexander given seats on
the Board with Massrs. Gabhagen and Marshall as Secretary
and Deputy Secrebary—Appcintment of Land regents or
Residents in Batticaloa and the Mahagampattu—The collea-
tore to ba allowed three per ecenti of their eollections in addi-
tion to their salaries—Dtb. Jewell and Mr. W, Orr solected for
the two foregoing appoinimente—Proposed commutbation of
the accommeodessans of the nafive headmen and lascoreens—
Similar reforms in Batticaloa and Jaffna—Messrs. Gihson,
Liaughton and Bagshaw appointed Master Attendants at tha
thres different ports--Arrangements made for dispepsing
medical relief to the peoplo—Thomas Christie’s appointment
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a8 Inspector General of Civil and Military HOBDiﬁ&!SMD&Ee-ﬁp‘u
. tion of the ravages of smallpox in a village near Batticaloa—
" Inoceulation hospital at Jafina—Leper house at Colombo—

Madical treatment of lepers by Dr. Sansoni—Precautions
apaingt the infroduction of plague—~Cabtle murrain-—Proposed
reconsirnction of the tanks in the Vaoni—Body of tank build-
ers astablishod—Pay of Major General Me Dowall inadequate

~Capt. Blair's salary—TIssue of Government promissory notes
to the value of 75,000 vix-dollarg—MNew survey ostablishment

—Tand fenure system; ravised register to be issued containing

‘an improved version of the Dubtch thombu-—Banksaal at

Arippu completed by the (ivil Architect~—ILieut, Cotgrave
engagad in reducing and fixing the price of building maberials
and the rate of labour—Details of public works—RBeapair of

" tahks in the Vanni—Building of barracks at Trineomales and

ot public officeg at Uolomho—Clearing of the Coloraba to: Put-
talam canal—Prospect of Inland navigation from Calpentyn
to Ralutara—Natural history of the island and the report of
My, Jonville——S8inhalsss hooks relaking to the history and anti-
gquities of the island—Coempilation of Sinhalese Dictionary—
Buadget ostimates for the curremt year—QOourts of Justice——
Clearing of five years’ accumulafed arrears—Banofits resulting
from the egbablishment of the Figeal's Conrt—=S8upreme Courk
to decide only ecases of importance—DPractice of the Fnplizsh
courks imitated as far as possible~—~Regulations compiled by
Mr. Dunkin 6o maet loeal conditiong—Confidense in Govern-
ment mathods results from shs activitios of the courbs—3till
necassary. for the Supreme Courh o make the Circuil of the
Tsland—Improveament of the Police foree proved by the prompt

supprossion of fhe rising caused by the introduction of the Joy

tax—Moerits of the Figeal's court—Powers of this court ex-
tendad—Mr, Farrel's veport on the defects in the eonsbitution
of thig eourt—Civil jurisprudence of the Island-—Two courts
of appeal—=Btatement of revenue—Drought and cattle dizsane

—Diffieulty of ageerbaining the probable revenue of the Island:

—Additional revenue expected from woed and sali—Prineiples
upon which duties on wood are to be collected—Mr. Wm,
Orr appointed b superintend the mannfacture and zale of salt
— lephant hunt—Progpects of profits from the pearl fishery

in aummany-—Prospects of the fishery for 1802 and 1808—.

Commoeree-~Prodigious expoert frade in belel, tobacco, eair,
eoffas, ete.~——Absbract of exports and imports for I800—Cinna.

"mon gardens—Propogal to plant new cinnamon gardens, af

Kadirane—Building of a dyke round Kadirane—Reforms o be
made o the cinnamon depariment—Deparlure of J. Greenhill,
head of the einnamon dopartment—Proposed suppressmn of
commereial department, its functions ko be vested in a board
of covenanted servants—Religicn and religious establishmentg
~-Rapork of Rev, Cordiner—Regular salarias forsehools opened

- —~Proporal o haild a chureh ab Ba&ﬁicana—fﬂommihﬁges ret-
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up in the shief towns to superintend chavitable inskitutiopg—
Number of Dutch prisoners of war net mueh diminizhed-—
Wrabshedness of their condition—Balaries of Dutch elergy eon-

“tinued—Their obstinate rvefusal to pray for His Majesty—

Three chief sehools at Colombo~—Propusal to establish other
sechools at Galls, Jalfna and Trineomalea for ihe children of
Burghers—Military establishment-—Attemypt to raise a native
force in the Jsland—Five hundred récruits already enrolled——

Dit.-Col, Barbuk vaises a eorps of 100 Tupasses snd Mealabars

ab Jaffna-—Meritorious services of Major General Mc Dowall
and Lit. Darrell--Commissary stores at Colombo—Igland in
better state.of defence than hefore—Repairs to the fortifi-
cations+—DBarracks for 1000 Huropeans bo be built ab Trin-
somalae—Tribute to the Cemmandant, Col. Champagne, and
Capt, Carr, the acting enginger—Maeagures for facilitaling the .
aupply of provisiong® fo the Trineomalee garrison--Health of
the troope—~Qutbreak of beri tberi—Hailure of the horse
farm near Jaffna—~(eneral stalement of troops serving in
Caylon—FElephant huni at Negomboe.

] Oct 1801.—Letter addressed to Lord Hobart, Secretary of State-—

Acknowledgment of letbers roceived from Lord Hebart and the
Rt. Hon. Henry Dundas—Liegislation—Judicial Hstabligh-
ment—Propesed institution of a ecouncil 5o advise the Governor
on matbers felating to the administration—Membership to be
restricted to the Chief Justice, the Commander of the Foress, -
and the Secrefary to Govt.— Secretary fo Govt. made head of

‘the Board of Revenue and Commoerce— Reasons {or delaying

the publication of the criminal code— Basis for new sysfem of
Jurisprudenee—Bubordinate codes needed— Objecticns to the

“application of Bnglish Law—Prevention of ecolonisation—

Neocassary bo suppress the Landraads and vest their functions

"in an English Judge—Salaries: of Judges—Uost of entire

establishment less than £12,000— Alexander Wood as Prasid-
ent of the Landraad of Chilaw—Messrs. Wood asd Fatrell to
ba made judges—Their powers—Indemnifieation of Dutch
gervante who took office under the Mnglish—Propesed method
of veeruiting officers for jndicial posta—Prineiple of separating
tha judicial’ frem the execulive power to be maintained-—
Changes o be infroduced in the system of land tenure-—

"Tmpracticability of exacting graluitous service from persons .

who held land by the tenurc of such performence—Iixemption
purchased by bribery of headmen—Scandalous exploitation of
poer clagses—Commubation of aceommodeszans—Salaries of
Mudalivars and Muhandirams—sfiffect of these reformg-.
Executive Govh. of revenus established — Appointment of East
India Co.’s agent to wabeh commoereial intervst—Personne! of

“ths board of revenue—UGoverncr as ex offieio treasurer.of the

colony-—~Audit—Tribnte to Mr. Boyd-~Appointment of Megsra,
G. Arbuthnot and David Erskine—DProposala for the vecephion
and Graining of fubure . reerdits o the COivil Service—John
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. Plantations at Matara and Hkele~—Camphor and cinnamon -
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Angus—Mesars, Marshall, Powney, Gordon, Lusignan .and
Barry—Seats on the revenns Board to be considered tha high-
est offices abtainable in the Civil Line—Departure of Madras

Civil Servants now gerving in Ceylon—Measrs. Alexander and

Grahapen—Capt, Young, Messrs. Gregory and 'Emser—-('}i.vil
Saervice Fund—Religious establishment—Need for toleration
and for freadam of worship—-Benefits from the schocls founded
by the. Dutech—Success of the sreall pox establishment—
Leprosy patients profis from the use of arsenie—Chariba!ola
ingtitutions—Cotton spinning—Revenue—Failure bto derive
profit from the small pearl. fishery—Cinnamon gardens—

oil—Chalia caste—Increased cost of running the cinnamon
department—Havoe wrought by the cattle plague and conse-

- quent fall in revenue—Cusioms revenue increases——Ilourishing
_state of Batticaloa—G. Hamilton as agent of Revenue .at

Colombo—Agents of Revenue appointed as follows: Lt John-
son, Chilaw; I.. Gibson, Mabara; Smith, Galle; P. Marshall,
Trincomalee—Annual amount of the igland’s finances compu-
ted at nine lakhs of rix dollars—Military esbahlishments—
Reduetion of the pay of the troops—Rations—DBeal at 4d. a
pound-—Tssues of arrack—Colonial allowances to the troops—
Half batta systern—Ceylon markets the dearest in fhe world
—TFarming ouf of fishing rights—Commissary Department to
be maintained—Work of Capi. Blair in that department—
Ordoance and military storas—Need to repair fortifications—
Strangbh of the forees in Ceylon—DTHereign intercourgse—Policy
bowards the Court of Kandy—Conduct towards the courtiers—
Correspondence between the French and the Kandyans—
Sultan of the Maldives—DPiratical conduot of his predecessor

- towards an Hngligh vessel~—-Miscallnneous--]&ievenua of the

- 158 LDsc.

- Tsland estimated at 900,000 to one million rix dollars—Budget
deficit—Proposed method of meeting liabilities—£10,000 worth

of paper ocurrency in wirculation—Copper eoinage needed—
Condemned eannon at Trincomalee used for this purpose—
Rata of exchange between Ceylon and Bengal—The hanne or
hemp producing reed—Coir and. eotbon—Civil Archih_ect Cofi-
grave— Repair of tanks in the Vanny—Road to be built from
Mannpar to Trincomales—List of enclosures franpmitted with
this dispaich.

1801-—Tr&nquii gtate of the Island—Abundant harvest ‘of

. riee—Mortalify among cattle—DLogislation and courts of faw

—Work of Law Committes—Labours of the Sepreme Criminal
Court—Punishments of a cerbain kind must have the sanction

“of Goyb-—Civil jurisprudence—Smaller establishments of

Fnglish or Seofis judges—DPstiy cases to be decided by arbitra-
tors—Powars of headmesu—Religious and charitable estab-
lishments—Schools active—=Schoola for the children of Boma.n
Oatholigg—Muslims~=Governor in person judge oages in _dis«
pute between Muslimg—Arrival of Sir E. Oarrington awaited
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—Hia intimate acquaintance with the codes of India~—Proposal
%o aboligh ocliam duty and substitute zacat or & bwo and a half

.per cent levy on property—Commiltee of Superintendence—

Beneavolent institutions—Hospitals—Numbers dia following
inosulation against small pos—7Twper hospitalt—Executive
Govt.—Delay in the arrival of remaining Civil Servants—All
departments ordered to submit detailed statements of Lhe
number of writers and kheir allowances——8ystem of allowances
to be disecontinned—Fixed salaries—Prospect of securing .

_ revanue from the weods—Salt pans—Pearls—Survey of oyster

banks at Mannar under the superintendenca of Capt. Mag-
querier—Misconduct of D. Bodrigo, head pilot~~Hopes that
territorial revenue will exceed nine lakhs of rix dollars—
£60,000 due from Madras as payment for einnamon-—Revenue
not equal to disbursements—Ezpenditure asgessed at eight
lakbs of star pagodas—Plan to issue paper eurrency—Dread of
debt-—Advantage of drawing bills on Bengal—Unwillingness
fo draw on ILM.s Treasury—£10,000 worth of promissory
nobes in ciraulation—Madrag agency offers to send speeie bo
Uolombo-~Hopes of securing £50,000—=Silver and oopper eoin-
age—0ld cannon used for making eoins—Rates of exchangs—
Naminal value-—Captured elaphants to be gent to Madras for
sale to the Madras Govh~—Commeree~—Cinnamon invéstment
for the. ensuing year $o'be suspended—Zea) of Mr. Jonville—
Sacrel trangpert of cinnamon {rom the King’s territory—Rich
vield expected from fhe Maradana gardens—Able to gabisly
world demand—IReasons which induced Govt. to encloge the
Kadirane garden—=8oil at Kadirane gardens eclearsd- and
replanted~—Maradana to be reserved for pleasures of the
capital—Work of Messrs., Jonville and Schwallie~Virtual
abolition of Duteh system-—Diffeulty of provuring labourers
ewing to temperament of the people—Xlack of speculators in
einnamon—Expariments ¢n Hanne hemp—Cotton cultivation

- ~Precious drug called Colorbo root—Military-—Reduction of
-fleld allowances—Alterations in the arrack farm and the effect

on the troops—Hall basta allowance—Reduction effected in.

.military expenditure—Thrae companies of natives to be raised

as gun and tent lasears—Malay detachment at Fort 3. George
~~Bxerbions of Capt. Whittlie in forming the Malay Corps—
Their valour in action—Ilioss of Ensign €. Diolin, their
adjubant—Colonels Champagne and Ramsay—HMalay corps to

- be sent to Trincomalee—Independent companies to be raised aé
- outgbatione—Defence of the Island—Acecoonts of the Govh—

Hixerfions of My, Fraser, Accountant (GGeneral~—Researches of
Me. Jonville, Surveyor General—Sinhalese Dictionary in pro-

. oess of compilation—Difficuliiy of teaching Civil Servants the

Sinhalese language—Native schoel at Wolvendaal—Material
change in the authority of the company in India—Harmeny

- batwsen Oeylon and India, .~
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94 Nov. 1802—Rezumption of ascommodesgans and abolition of
sarvica fenure- based on practical experience~—Oeylon siill a
barden on the wational finances—Ita revenue, however, hag
increaged from £60,000 to £128,000 within the last four years
—Redugtion in the eivil.and judicial establishment—Property
has no value (immediately after the capitulation)—State of
turmoil following the acquisition of Ceylon—Improvemonts
effected  since the conquest—KHzeenbive Govi—Reserved
right of the Government in England in the appointment of Civil

* Bervants—Detailg of various appointmants:  J. Dunkin, Pre-
sident, and T Farrell, Junior Judge of the Provineial Court of
Jaffna—Lit. Col. Barbut,” Commissioner Extraordinary of

‘Revenue and Comineree for the Northern Provinee—1J. Jon-
ville, Buperintendent of Cinnamon Gardens, J. Tranchell,

" Junior Judge of the provineial court, Colombe—F. B. Mylius, .

Fiscal of the SBupreme Court—Ransons for thegse appointments
~~Appointment of D. Hrgkine, Lt. Col., Robertzon, Angua,
Plagket and Cadeli~——Messrs. 1. Gibson, J. Smitz, P. Marshall,
Lisub, Jewsll, Caps. Young, Lt. A. Jobpston, Fusign Pender-
gast—Maessrs, Dobree, Kirby and Smellie—~Nomixiation of a
new and extensive establishment——Careera offered” by the
Ceylon Civil SBervice—Messrs. Boyd, Scott, Hay and Tolirey—
Salaries of varions officers—Abelition of the Duteh language—
Pension fund for publie servants ; details of the scheme propo-
ged—Colton cultivation experiment by Mr, W. Orr—Fate of
membearg of thelate Landrands—Judicial establishment—five
~ Courts of Civil justice, their congtitution and working—Pro-
gress made by lawyers in Hnglish has superseded the sxpense

of doubl'a‘tra.nslla.tion to which litigants have been subjeot-— _

Forged exbracts [rom the thombus—New land registry to be
established—Tack of Surveyors~—Preposed taxes for the sup-
porf of the polise—Religions and charitable sstablishments—
Miristers of the Anglican Church o be sent ont from BEngland

~Aid from Dutch pastors—Rev. Gerricke of Madras—Ths

Kerkenraad bo disappear—Dubeh system and the changes to
be introduced fherain—Smallpox hosgpitals abolished on the
introduction of vacsination—Maedical establishment—Tpglish
taught in the school for boys of the principal Binhalegs and
Malabar familiss of Wolvendaal-—~Great progress made by
these studentis~They are entrusted with the work of translat-
ing into Hinglish the Sinhalese and Tamil petitions sabmifted
to Govt.—Post of tranglator-—~Mala and female orphan

gchools—Public servants to be encouraged to maintain as

their first coneern clese touch with Hurope—8choolmag$ers in
the interior entrusted with duties of a notarial charasher—
- Milibary affaira—Laek of artillerymen~—Sirength of the forces
- —Major K. Young—TUrgent nead to fortify Trincomales ot
Comparative expense of an Fnglish and Dubieh regiment—
Military officers o be paid ealaries gufficisnt to enable them to
mainbain a fitfing status—Revenue and commerge~Territorial
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reventie eshimated at 12 Iakhs of rix dollars~—Review of the
finances of the Island—General de Meuron's committee—
Profits from ecinnamen, . itg quality—Payment of peelers—
Cinnamon oil~—~Rate of exchange at 10 rix dollars to the pound
gterling—Pepper packed with cinnamon—cotion plantations—

exempbion from forced service on payment of four rix dollars—-
_difficulties attending the collection of salt—Cutting of Chilaw
and Puitalam eanal taken in hand—Malay colony established
ab HHambantota to work on fhe salt in the Mahagampatto—
Compamtiye statement of the revenus from arecannt during
late Duteh and early Bribish times—New customs fariff-
Land tax—-paddy tax considered onerous—If hag anfortunately
for many years heen 3 prevailing doetrine that the Sinhalese
must be-compelled to labour as there ig no way of ovércoming
their -natural ‘indolence by encouragement—The Governor
himgelf had imbibed that opinien ; but by long continuance in
the couniry the Governor was convineed of its being unfound-
ed—The Sinhalese, like any other peoplss, would rather be

only one fienth of the erop,

AN ACCOUNT OF CEYLON.

!

By THOMAS PENNANT,

B _(Conm"n'ﬁed fram poge 29 of the issue for July 15486),

" Most of the eastern side of Ceylon is guarded with sand banks or

__.bro.peehad by a strong garrison, consisting of about four hundred men.
"-_Sunh was the asumber in fort Ostenburgh, when it wag taken by assault
on January 11, 1782, by our brave geaman, Sir Bdward Hughes ; Whiuh,
in August 26 of the same year, Wwas wrested from ns by his active and
“gallant rival Bulfrein, : o
- ~On September 2, the former came off Trincomale, and to hig great
sqrpl-ise found the French colours flying or all the forbs.

with & superior squadron, sailed out of the harbour, secure, as he
thought, of vietory. Qur brave admiral, and hisg officers, enraged ab the
losg .of the place, eagerly accepted the offer of combat, The conhending
-admlmls displayed avery proof of sourage-and skill. Suffrein’s ship wasg
;‘educed to & wreek, and he obliged to remove hig Hag to another. By
- #ome neglest of ours we logt the disabled ship. WNight alone terminated
.ﬁhe battie. Suffrein retired inso Trincomale;, crowding in withont
erder. - Thus mecured, Hughes left hLim reluctanily, and sailed for

. % Between the bay of Trincomale and the fort Calirauw is the country

called Bedas, a tract of forest, comprehending a hundred z y i
Thebabitation of the Bedas. P . ® Fnd twenty miles,

Ooliam . duty—Moormen and Chetties allowed to purehase

-rocks®. Trincomale harbour is in Lat. 8° 30°, a fine and sezure port,

Suffrein, |

poor and idle. than work {or nothing—Malabar distriets pay
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Madrag with his ghattered pquadvon. Our losd was inconsiderable, in
common men, for i did not excead Gity-owne killed and three hundred
wounded, In officers wa guffered seversly. The Captaing Lumliay,
Watt, and Wood fell in the action. The loss of the French was
enormous. Four hundred and twelve men ware killed, and six hundred
and saventy-six were wounded. The carbage on board the gallant
Suffréin’g ship, the Hero, was unheard in any fight of any age, it was an
unpara.lleled carnage. Many of the French Captaivg had behaved ill,

six were broke and gent prisoners o the island of Mauriting ; and thus -

"ended the unavailing slaughters in the Indian seas.

The Ganges of Pholamy rang into this barbour.

Barticalo is the next port, lying in Lab, 70° 40'. This also has a
strong fortress. Here the Dufch first landed. 1:} 1638, asnd fook it by
eapitulation from the Portuguese. The mountain, the Monk's-hood-—

goma laagues inland, is a remarkablo gea mark. Barticalo may have

been near the site of the town ealled by Ptolamy, Boconaynear it is a
river which preserves the name, heing called by the natives Ko~ Bokam-
oye, or the piver of Bokan.

. Fyom the moubh of Kobskan river, the land %xands o the gouth
wosh. Nothing remarkable ceours till we reach- Maﬁaw<a between that
place and Tangala, is a large plain, thirty miles in clrcumference noted
for tha chaca of elephants; thelr ancient place of smbarkation, the
Geyrreweys of Elyphants van plaels, is a little further to the west. -

A little moye to the west is Matura, where the Dutch have's sﬁrong
fortress their policy IE only to fortify the forfis.

Dondra-head is next thab point is the mosb southern of any in tha
island., A litéle to the west is Tanawar, remarkable for having been
the Daiana of Piolemy, sacred to the moon; the. place still has its
tample, or Pagoda, highly venerated by the natives. Nearib is one of
the Dubch posts, of which they have a sucecession every ten or twelve
miles, guardg to the internal parts, and one may say, lo the imprigoned
Tmperar. The garrisons are provided with flags, by whioh signals,
either of internal commotions, of the .appearance of ships, are conveyed
all along the coasts, even to Colowbo, the geat of the Duteh Govern-
ment. Almos$ every one of these posts are near the mouth of some
rivar or borrent, which rush on all gides mto tha soa, at short intervals
from the lofty mountaing,

Punta de Galls is alitkle to the north-west of Dondra-head,in Lat.
6°, turning almost due north. The bown is strongly fortified, &nd isa
plase of great trade., ~The fleets return from hence to Europe and’
ganerally sail by December 25th. In Lk, 77 we find Colombo, the
Duteh geat of Government, and chiefl of their cities, built in & beautiful
and magnificent manuner; it was as I have before mentioned, taken by
them from the Portuguese.

a.cquls1t10n for a while, to be losb in their sorrow.
{Conoluded).

The death of their gallant General, Gerard '
Hualst, cast a gloom over their .success; and caused their lmportanb

#D’Anville, Antiquite de I’'Inde, P, 146.
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_AN OLD CEYLON NEWSPAPER

- " Az i generally known, fshere wars no newspa.pers in Ceylon in tha :
ordinary acceptation of the term wuntil 1833, the Caylon Governnent

-Gazette, which was started in 1802, serving both as the official organ of
. the Government and ag the purveyor of news ohber than official. Tt
draw the line, howevar, at Poetry, declanng that “ we have no Poet’s
- ‘Carner in aur Gazetts ¥, and announeing its intention of confining itself
. to:political and literary subjects. This state of thinga vontinued until
1881, when Sir Wilmot Horton arrived in the island in October of that
- year to'assume the Government,
“falt the need of & paper in which he could ventilate his views, He‘

therefore founded the Colombo Journal, the publication of whmh com- :
mancod on the sk January, 1852, '

' Thig paper wae eonducted avowadly under the aubhor:ty of Covern-

: maut and wag printed at ths Government Press. The ditor was
Gaorge Lige, well known as fhe travslator of the Mahawanse., He was
“asyigted by Mr. Tuinell, $he brother-in-law of the Govertar, and Sir
Wilmot Horton himsell contributed. largely to the g paper Durmg the
publieation of the Colombo Journal, the Ceylon Government Gazelte
algo continned to be published, bub it conﬁned itself strictly to matters
perfaining to the Government.,

. ’After the paper bad been in existence for bwo years, and had béen
involved in an action for libel, it wag a.nnouncad that if anyone would
undersake the establishment of & private newspaper, the Colowbo Journal
would give way to it, but as up to the end of 1833 no one same forwaid,
t wat decided that the connection of Government with the papep should N
ferminate. This was done from that date, and the Supplement to the -
Ceylon Government Gazette, the paper with whick we are now concern-
topk its place. The _scopa and objects of the new paper were
exp]mnaﬂ ag follows;—""The Ceylon (Gevernment Gazsite will ba
published twice a week as ab present. It will contain no editorial
ading ‘arbicles, nor will we receive controversial lebters of a personal
character, . In all other respects every effort will be made o supply it
with new and inberssting intelligence, and its cdlumns will alwaye he’
spen to such loeal and statistical details as will improve our knowledge
i tha island. - "To do more might, not un]ustly, be ¢onsbrued as prejudi-
'm! to the establishment of an independent paper, without zecuring to
0 public thoge advantages which we think have been derived frem one
which, thaugh nak mdepanden& of authoriby, has attampbed to realizse
a n.dvanﬁages of a froe Pregs™

“The first issue of the Supplemem to the Ceylon Govefr nment Gazette
; peared on the4th Januiry, 1834, and theraalter bi- weekly on Wednes-
ays and Saburdays. It reflacbed the gpirit of the age in which it was |
onceived, and would in our day be regarded as. enblrely colourless, :
On- the front page Government notifications were given precedence,
an’ followed milifary notifieations, and lastly mercantile and private
,dverhisemenbs The rest of the paper was taken up with a little local
CLER &nd & graatb de&l of -matter taken over irom foreign papers. The
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Being of a literary turn of mind, he -
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pmmmenee given to the importabion of spmhuous lignors ia very
nebicasble. We read that so and so (a firm) hae jush landed a supp!y
of Claret which may he had at their godown "', or that so and w0 " has
" yeceived a supply of Madeira Wine equal in- quality to any of their
formsr imporbasions’’, Auetion sales were regular fea.tur‘es of this
period. The law in thore days did not frown on raffles, and wa find an
anationser of tke name of J. 0. Qotloff advertising ** & most splandid and
doubla, platad Table Sorvice with Silver Gadroon Hdges™, valued at
Rds 3,000, the number of tickets bemg 80 at - Rds 100 each. The
Colombo Fibraiy was then in a flourishing stats, the Secrebary being
Tiieut. Deschamps, who in 1845 produced a work entitled ** Scenery and
Reminiscences of Ceylon , incidentally one of the Iargest in point of
gize. Absent-mindad readers were then, as how, not unknown, and we
“find the Sacretary calling for the return of an Army Lmb which had
baen taken off the Library Table.

Selﬁpebre wag largely used asa eooling agenb ‘and advertirements
regarding khis'very necessary arbicle find a promlnenti place. Tea wasg
atill not cultivated in Ceylon, the public being notlﬁed from time to
time of the arrival of consignmwents from abroad. The Pettah bemg

- ghill & residential area; the prineipal emporium for men’as and women’s
attire was eitnated in Baillia Street, where a firm under the pame of
Phebus and Farnando stocked .a range of goods bearing namesg guite
unfamiliar o as at the present day. Whisky as a drink weas unknown,
Brandy, Beer, Gin, Porter and Wines holding the field. The use of
gnufl was largely indulged in, and so we find silver snuff boxes adver-
tigzad for those whose tasbes ran superior to'the ordinary forteise-shell *
yatiety. - An arbicle, which has gona quite oui of fa.shmn figured largely
in the ligt of imports, viz,; paper umbrellas,

habit of a.ddmg ﬁbe lehﬁerf kg hig nnme ag an abbtevmhlon of the French

word ' fils’ ,mea.mng gon'. In precessof time the public: mistakenly

agsumed that the “f* formed parh of the surname, and Mr. Silva oblig-
‘1ngly acqu!esced in thig addition to the spelling of hig name.

The severiby of ihe pumshments inflicted in those days is very
sbriking, tashes bheing the usual accompaniment of nearly every sentence
of imprisonment. In a case of eonspiracy and perjury, the prisoner was
gentenced to 200 laghes, to ba exposed bwice in the pillory, and to hard -
Aabour in chains for foux yvears, For retemmg stolen property, the sen-
tence was 50 lashes and hard labour in chains for two years. For per-
jury,- 100 laghes, to be exposed twiece in the pillory, ‘hard. labour in
:chaing for four yesrs, and fo pay a fine of £7. 108, One wonders if

a return to those days Would not be in the interests of péace and
-'_order.

- Bomae thres months after the sbarting of the paper, domestic oecur-
renees: hegan to ba published in it. As shewing the tendency of the age,

‘may be mentionad that in bthe case of births, if the lady concerned
_was Buropean, she was reforred to as “the Lady of " so and so; il a
-Caylonese, * the wife of '’ so'and so.” There wera not many educational .
!'esﬁabhshments and a good deal was left o privaté enterprise. We find °
Mz, Charles Beling of Kandy announcing his intention to open a Day

choglin that town ''for the instruction of young gentlemen in Read-
ing, Writing, Grammar, Geography, La.tm Arithmetic, ‘and other
‘branches of Mathematics, at £2 a quarter”. The hours of attendance
were to be from six to fen in the morning, end from three to five in the
ttornoon, clearly shewing that Mr. Beling was an early riser and an in-
efatlgmble worker, and expecled the same of bis pupils. His qualifica-
ione were that he had been a schoolmaster in Qolombo, and could

- prodnee “‘unquestionable testimonials”, He gave his address as Trin-
_comales Sbreet. '

"The report of a meehmg he!d in Jaffna in 1834 for the formatlon of
a Temperance Soviety is interesting, some of those who took part in it
being M. B, C. Greniar, Mr. J. G. Gratiaen, and Mr. J. T. Anderson.
The objech of the mesting was declared to be “ to awaken the publie :
mind to-the magnitude of the vice of drinking ardenb spirite, and to
arrast its dagolation {gie) by enrolling members who shall pledge them-
gelvas to an enbtire abstinence from the deleterious praciice of drinking
gpiritnous liguors, except as a medicine ™,

‘.!As is well koown, the Horton Plaing, some 7 600 feet i in hexghii
“were named after Sir Wilmot Horbon, The slory of its discovery is told
n-the issue of the Supplement. to the Ceylon Governmeni Guzetie for
Btk April, 1834. On clear days a distant piam had been observed from
}'ﬁhe summit of Pedro Tallagalls, lying in the direction of Balan-
0da, and appearing to be of higher elevaiion than tke plain of Nuwara
Sliya. Lieut. Wataon, of the 58th Regiment, who afterwards came into
mush prominence in connaction with the so-called Matale Rebellion,
nd Lisnk. Fisher, of the ¥8ith Regiment, the father of Liord I‘lshel,
acided to axplore this plain, and after a fatiguing j journey suceeeded in
eaching ib, passing on their way another plain, which, "' in furbhemnee
i the right of dzv:ng fiuropean names to places as yot tnvisited by any
f our countrymen , they pamed the IElk Plaln.

Qceasionally house property wasg adverhlsed for ‘sale. One such '
advertisement was in respect of * that desirable and well-known garden :
and house at Orfa-seda, the properby of Mr. J F. Conderlag”, An
advertizsement of another kind was in respech of ¥ a compacﬁ lictla hmse
harness, and an Knglish bandy in excellent repair " Athlrd advertige
ment, by Mr. H1ppolyte Sitvaf, informed the publie hhaﬁ ‘he continues -
giving lessong in drawing al his house, No. 7, 1st Cross Street, Pettah
and will attend gn any gentleman within the vieinity of Colombo "
Mr. Silvaf was a well-known artist of hig day, whose namae underwent
o gtrange metamorphosis., An investigation into the origin of bis name, :
made by Mr, J. P. Lewis, led bo the interesting discovery bhat it wag
orisinally Sitva.  Mr. Hlppelyhe Qilva, to digtinguish himgelf from his -
father, who himself rejoiced in the same Chrigtian name, was in the

Ae regards the Horton Plains, Lieat. Watson says: *“To our dellght
nd astonishment we ab length found we had cbtained the object of our
enrch,.and glad shonld I be coutd T describe the satisfaction and plea-

6 with which, after burrowing through almost impossible thlckets.
"bahel& the beautiful seene before us...... This ig, of all others in the
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Kandyan Highlands, the most extensive, level and piefuresqus plain,
with seil and clima.tg that would favour the growth of avery variety of
Euaropean produca’.* Lieut. {atterwards Lieunt,-Colonel) Watson was
twice married, hig second wife bsing the daughter of J. J. Staples, who
was Distriot Judge of Kandy. On Watgon’ '8 monument in the Mahal-
vawa Cemetery is hhe eurious inseription, * When he was reviled, hs
raviled not again ', the reference being ev1denﬁ1y to the accusaticns
made against hlm in connection with the ' Rebellion '’ already re-
- ferred to. : .

The postal arrangements in those days are strongly reminiscent of’
- war-time conditions with which we are now %o familiar., 'We find the
: Posbmaster. Goeneral notifying, under date the second April, 1884, that
" & Packet is now open at this office for the -reception of letters for
England to be forwarded by the Morning Star Captain Linton, expacte&'
bo sail on or about the 1st May next.” :

A summary of the proceedlngs of ono of thae earliest mestings of the
Liegislative Couneil is published in the isgue of this paper for24th May,
18284. This was the first meeting conducted ** with open doors ', and:
roporbers were allowed to ba present. The Council wag composed exclu-
gively of offiuial members, unofficial members not yebt having besn
appointed, and one cannptb help being struck with the incongruity of the

"Chief Justies, the Major-Gensral, and the Auditor-General being mem:-
bars of the Counecil, but at the same time it is impossible to withheld:
one's admiration at the high tone of the debates. In the courss of the
diseussion the Auditor-General had observed that * everybody knew bha
difficulby experienced in prosecuting a Civil action in this Colony”:

"This evoked an apt and ab the same time courtecus retort {rom the Chief:

 Justice, who said ha ' was sorry tq hear such an lmputa.tlon on th
"administration of justice in thiz Colony, and conld only imagine tha.

My, Marshall {Auditor-General) had been a most unfortunate suibor”
A remark made by the then Colonial Secretary might have besn mads
in this year of grace, so applieable is it o present day conditions:
Referring to an exlird.ct from a despateh received from the Secretary
Sbaté, he said: '"Thal extract had bean on the table for ten days; il

gentlemen did not choose o read the papers laid on the. table for their
information, be could not help it ",

In view of recenb eonstitutional changes both here and in India, the
‘comments of the Madras Mail of 4th June, 1883, in nodicing the pro-
caedings of the Liegislativs Council are of mere than ordinary interest:
* The same Ministry that hay given to thiz adjacent Island Colony &
taste of popular Institutions, has rivetted upon the vast continent of
India for twenby further lingering years the chaing of her olden Govern:
. ‘ment, unvaried save in enhanced despotic power given to her suprems
ruler”. The position has now bden reversed, and India, after a hundred-
years, has forged ahgad of Geylon,

An appointment which matrled an important depﬁrhura from t
established policy of Government -was made at thig time, when the
Second Maha Mudaliyar, Mr. A. de Saram, wase appointed to be Judge of

: the Dmtrmb Court- of Colombo, No. 5.
“the appointment of a native gentleman to a auperior judieial office. The

1946
- 8Bt Nicolaas' Home Fund on 31st’ May, 1946, was Bs. 16,491,26, and
“ that the Home Committee had decided that the Home should be run on
“~§he basis- of a contribution being made a condition of'admission and
" regidence, no inmates to ba admitted withcut such contribution.
" General Committes approved of this principle, (2) The following wers
~--elected members of the Union:—Mrs, Ruth Anthonisz, Messrs. I G, -
Josepb, 8. K. L. VanLangenberg, 8. D. A, de Vos and Dr. J. H. Sproule. -
._(8} T4 was decided tHat an abridged gtatement of ‘aceounis should be

bUCH BURGHER UNION ' 81
'This wae the first insbance of

appointment met with universal approval, nol-only on account of Mr.

' -.'éle ‘Baram’s fibnesy for the post, bub as oponing to His Majesty's sub-
.jacts, whether European or native, the way to the highest oivil offices.

Unfortunabely the Mudaliyar was not able.to enjoy this distinction, hig

T dea.fh ocourring within a faw days of his appointrent,

" Much mare might be quohed from the paper forming the subject of

: bhls artiele, but enough has'been said to give a glimpse of Oeylon in the

- oarly alghheen fhirties,
- Gozette coased publication in 1837, when its place was taken by the
. Ceylon Chroniole, established by a faw lel Servants and privately
- agsisted by Bir Wilmot Horton. .

The Supplement to the Ceylon Govarnment

I R.T.

.' NOTES OF EVENTS.

- Summary of Proceedings of the Gensral Committee— 18th Jime
f1) Tt was reported that the amount to the eredit of the

The

published in the Government Gazette. {4) The payment of a sum of

. Rs 250 for the purchase of the temporary structure sheltering the hack
;:vera.ndah of the Union building was sanctioned.
‘that the full number of Schneider Scholarships available for Duteh
- Burgher children at 8t, Thomas’ College was often not awarded owing

o the dearth of eligibls applicants.

{5) It was reported

(6) It was dacided that the hours
for the Raference and Lending Libraries be the same as for the office.

18th July 1946 :—{1) Tt wag reported that the amount to the eredit

‘ofthe 8t. Nicolaas’ Home Fund on 30th June, 1946, was Re. 18, 161,26,
(2} Messrs, H, K. Deutrom, 8. L. Deutrom, B. V. Dsautrom, F. R. I,
“PFerdinands, B. L. G. Koch, ¥, B, Perkins and Miss M. Sansoni were
'_elacﬁed mambers of the Umon
- membor of the Fdueation Committee and Miss Grace VanDort of the
‘Bocial Barviee Commibtee.
Mr, A. L, Frahz Me. J. E. Hunter, and Mr, C P C. I‘oana.nder were
accepted.

{8) Mr. L, . Hunter was co-opted

' (4) The resignations of Misgs B. “Wille,

20th August 1946 :——(1) The queshmn of the publication of the

~accounts in the Government Gazette in an abridged form was discussed,
‘The President- expressed the opinion that the legal responsibility for tha
‘publication rested with the Board of Trustees, who proposed to publish
-the entive accounts in an abridged form, The Committee concurred in
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thig view. (2) The following were admitted ag members :— Mesars, H.
0. C. Kriekenbeek, T. L. F. Mack, and T. G. Thomasz. {3) Theamount
to the credit of the St. Nieolnas’ Home Fund on 3lst July, 1946, was
repotted to be Re. 19,460. (4) The question of the Union taking over
the Tennis Club and running it as part of the activities of the Union
wag considered. Tt was decided to inform the Teunis Club that such a
proposal would be favourably considered provided that all members of-
* the Tennis Club, if 21 years of age or more, wars members of the Union,
and thab if less than 21 years of age, would be eligible for membership
on attaining thah age.
at its meeting in May. the schemse of offide reorganisation had been
_refarred for report by the new office bearers in August. He was glad o
say fhal with. adequate supervision, the exigbing arrangemeénts were
working very safbisfactorily,
those a.rra.ngemenﬁs should contmue

NOTES AND QUERIESJ |

The Dehmltatmn Commlsslon Although i;ha recommendations .

of hba Tirst Delimitation Comiission (8. P, xiii of 1946} do not effest

‘us very intimately as s Community, they vet possess gome interest for :

usg in our capacity as voters in the general electorate, inasmuch as in
areas in which there is a large concentration of the members of our
Community, it may well be that our ecllestive vote -mny be of consider:
able valué in barning the scaled in a clogely contested election. Amobher
rezson why the Report has a speeis! inferest for us iy that Mr. R, L.
Brohier, aching Assistant Surveyor General, officiated as one of the
Secrebanes to the Commission, and ha]ped Iargely in collectmg maberiil
for tha Report not the least interesting part of which is Chapter IV
headed ‘' Historical Retrospeet . We will allow the Commissioners to
' speak of the part played by Mr. Brohler in this respech _—

“The main burden, however, of the secretarial work fell upon M.
R. L, Brohier, to whom we owe a heavy obligation. He had an exeep-
I;lona.lly intimate. knowledge of the geographical conditions of all parts
ot the Island and their history, Ile did nob spars himself in the labori-:

ous task of sollecting material for our nss. He accumulated s mulsitude -

of acourate facts and figures by delving into Government records and
files. His admirable eollection and presentation of relevant material,
both from rapresentabticns made -fo my and from other sovrces, was of
_ the grsatest assistance to us., Without this exeeptional assistance, it
would nob have been poasible. for us to have completed our work within
the short timae available to us for prezenting. our Report. We are cons-

cious that he was subjected to an undue strain to produce.ihe results

desired by us.
extension of the period of time a.llutted to the Commission.
“and we ware reluetant to do this” : :

This conld enly have been avoided by agking for an

Prmted by Frewm and Co.; 40, Baillie St., Fort, Colombo, .

(8) The President reminded the Committes bhat -

The' Committee bherefore demded thah :

Both he _
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