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DIYATALAWA,
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_ We pvs m% afs
‘Wi Bin reeent yehrg
é, i}ﬂan g .xi‘aﬁé in \a’m@h gpemah%f} Envwledge is
'iza in hha old Dapartiments new and up-bo-dute wicthids are
Chiy means bhak the old- gm%?m havo 6o be forselan
qaw krmwia&ifﬁ asqmw'} bub thieononob be dond ovaraight. . T
c&l pfor lutensive snd avebsmatio sindy eovering a g;waz;& uf Yeark, :mﬁ
E'i’m awhe would 'i%im‘ai offies under the new ecndilions mush make
}m; ‘tindd ab i Bty ape as bo what line of study ﬂxm, intand in
A Umvm"w; s Dagres will in fubuve be an su{aﬂr{: s:s;}wie gueiifi.
faion tor a“;mmmmmtq for whish less glithering seddemies nobiong
qya. h&tsana} o veparded sy snfisient, and wo must nob be sntisfed as
whave hesw in the y.ziiﬁ with giving our ehildvso the barest edusation
gendding them eulinbo the world bo fend for themselves, for thare
’;Ei-_E}@ ngthing leff for them hut the erumbs,

"E?Iwwﬁ wre many difffonitien in the way of s.vouth's m:{*zdnm on w
eiey, fhe ahief of them being the lack of autheritative Informabion ve-
:f{_umg ihe curclenlum for the various sxawmivabons, the timss whay
ihBy nre held, the seals of {ees payable, the prospects of smplovment on
i aii'ﬁ’ifsgg ete,  Fxeeph inthe oive of Inw and medicine, tho conditions
arning whish sre well-known,; partienlars vegarding the other courdes
usu i V aniy publighed i ﬁ%m'-{;}m‘e‘rrzmenfs Glazebie vot mors than
g6, and fmly abbrach the notlos of thoso on tha look out for them - 1k
mmff)m oply the diseerning fow who ave able bo shoose saveers whish,
“apperbuntties for advaneement, and which, i morve widely kpown
is* be faken sdvaniage of by thoss who have o spsviel astitnde for

: _Whét s requived 18 an oy gammijszm whosa dube 18 will be to soliset
“availnble information i’ﬁ‘é,?ﬂf’ﬁit)if every avenue of employmand, hoth
fi}ﬁvm‘ﬁmwt and Mercenbile, which our vouths might with advantage
‘Buch an organizshion, whwh wounld consist of purely voluntary
5 wimu:ﬂ ba ina ng:s%x%mrs ] af?ﬁr sxiww nm‘i gfméww, vm% aimn?ﬁ
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ply for assistance, if necassary, in filling vacancies. Th.e Employment
" Bureau,or by whatevae other name itis called, should consist of outstand.
ing members of the Communiby, witb asprinkling of younger men who will

be more in touch with present-day conditions, snd who will be able to !

impart the necessary drive. This is only the bare oubline of a scheme we

have in mind, which we think should be given efisct to as early. as

possible, if we ara ko he reprasented ab all in the higher walks of life,
which will mare largely, if not exclusively, be filled by Ceylonese in

future,
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THE BOER PRISONER.OF-WAR IN CEYLON
(1900—1902). :

By R. L. BROHIER, P.R.G.5.

[Copyright Strictly Reserved] .
(Continned from cur last issue)
. VL '
The Guards of the Boer Camps, and Escapees,

The military guard for the Diyatalawa Camp was originally,
“farnished by the 2nd King's Royal Rifles and some of the Gloucesters,
- The latter had left ball their bastalion behind in Soutb Africa at the
“minor digasber of Nicholson's Nek. :

In the lagt days of 1800, the King's Royal Rifles went over to
- India and were replaced by the 20d Duke of Cornwall's Light Infantry
cor the D. C. Li. I, as they were called for ghort. Coming as they did
direcs from one of the hotbtest stations in Bengal, and with many of
their men saturated with Dum-dum fever, the change to a hill sanita-
“rinmg did nob prove to be unaccompanied by trouble as their bill of
ill-healtk showed, Although the bastalion of " Cornwalls” was over
800 strong, their effactive parade strength was consequently much less.
: The guard ab Ragama was composed of 50 N. 0. Os and men of ths
“(xloucesters. The barrsacks and guard cantres of tha British froops af
Diyatalawa were picturesquely situated on five selected eminences
¢ gurrounding and overlooking the barbed-wire barrier oi the Bosr
~gncampment. It may well be said from impressions of British military
routine which is fresh in most memoaries that the dubty of officers and
~men by night as well as by day was no gineeurs, Tha toil wes nat
~grduous, bub bheir numbars ware small eompared with the 5000 stalwart
adults who had ko be kept in captivity, and among whom ot a fow were
restless and a.dyenturous. :

, Normally, the routine of mounting guard, or even the lighter one of
sitting down with loaded rifle at corners of the sports ground, waiching
“the Boers playing faotball or oricket, bus ready for any emergency
must have proved dull. Oceasionally, there was excitement, ag happen:
ed ona day when over an alferoation hetween a Boer captive and a
ptivate of the Gloucesters, the machine-gun posts on the hills surround-
ing the encampment were hurriedly manned fo check a possible break-
eut; or whan a Boer tried to escape over the doubls fence of barbed
wire between the sentries and guard-huts, '

“There were in all 22 cases of escapes madse by the ' prisoners”; of
these 20 were recapburad in the immediate vieinity of the eamps. The
remaining bwo were arrested at Rangoon. Besides the five guard-huts
immediately outside the barrier at Diysialaws, there were further out
‘ou the hills severa] thafched hubte, each on an eminence, and with &
fagstaff from which & white fiag floated. .Iu the event of nu ezcaps, &
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yed flag wag'run up instead as soon as news of it re.acheﬁ these outer
guard posts. The flaps were replaced by lamps &b nlgh.i'..‘, The _slgnais
were familiar to every labourer in thoe eamp, and villager in the neighour-
hood. It meant a reward of fifty rupees for every recapbure, or news
which led fio one. - :

There was an abtempt at tunnelling out, which proved to others
who contemplated this method of eseape the hopelessness of the pro-
eess. A "' prisoner” wag shot dead by .a sentry while attompting
ona night to geb through the wires in a dark corner. ']‘.“he .gener%l.
impression which thig athempb gave rise fo was that bha. prisoner
was endeavouring o crpep on the sentry and gecurs his rifle and
ammunition. .

In the early months these attemps at escaps by those who were
wanry of durance were faivly common. The successinl way they evaded

the vigilance of the sentries was by bravely coming out in open da_y,
behéviug very ordinarily, and assuming a parole if they did n_oft ha.‘va ih,
The unsuccessiul way was to ‘ make tracks oross-country, hiding in the
grazd thickets and ribbons of forests peeuliar hq the country ro_und
Divatalawa, evading the hue and ery which their abgence had rgmsed,
wod the numerous salf-constituted and armed bands of local v:lla_,ge
gcoubs which the promise of reward had let loose. As'bha tugitive
generally careiad a seanty supply of provisions and was afrald o venture
into the more extensive stretches of forests, he was often recaptured
within a few days. ' oo

Two prisonars-of-war, German mercenaries named‘ Beishardt and
Perschland, did it in the right way, They donned their best clothes,
mwade bolieve they were on patole, and boldly wallked out past the senf-
ries who were accustomed to considerable freedom of action on the part

of their charges. They went fo the railway stution and took Fijrst. Class

tickets to Colombo. At tiffin time, they calmly sntered the refrqgt{menn-
ear and enjoyed a meal in the aompany of two Government officialg gi
high standing, who sat unsuspectingly at the same table and found their
stories and eonversation mosi enherﬁaining.‘ They reached Colombo
uuquestii(fmed, and their interssting progress ' down” was all that the
authorities ware able to discuss for a time. Nobody was able to find
out how actually they got away from this Island. All they admitted
whan arrested on suspicion at Bangoon was fhat they had givan false
pnames and declined to give their real ones.

Chiaf Ingpactor Ancel Colletfie and two European Sergeants wera .

- despatched to Rangoon by the loecal police authorifies when news in
vonnaction with this arrest was made known to them. Bub apparently
the Civil Government had bungled. This was a case fo:; the military
anthorities. The police officers were recalled on instructions by wire,

and a Sergeant and private of the King's Rifles were ordered to pro-

cead to Madras whence they were to go over to Rangoon and assist in
the military trial, :

Two others th were less smark, did it the wrong way. They were

W. G. Vanzyl and J. F. Uorbett. Hiding by day and wandering seem-
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“ingly blindly at night, they toek thres days to reach the fringe of the
> Ohiya forest. Here they ran oub of food and wera beaten back by
leaches and forced inte the open. Whils on the way ko give themselves
up to a military patrol, they fell in about § miles on the Haputale sida
.of Ohiya with Mr. Sydney Herft, a plate laying inspector and his gang
of labaurers, who had been notified of the egcape of two prisoners-of-war
and warned to be on the lookout for the escapees. The Boers, who were .
‘very hungry and tired and could hardly walk, made no attempt o evada
‘arrest, They had made the attempt to get away five days earlier at
6 p.m. and hid themselves in the grass not far from the camp. An hour
‘alter they had gone past the barrier, thay were followed by the Camp
"Police who passed with their lanterns within a few yards, and failed to’
see them. There way one other unsucgessiul altempt at escape from
‘Diyatalawa which merits notice. In this instance the runaway Boers,
named Joseph Johannes Thomasse and Canl Pioter Cronje, were mers,
lads, 20 and 18 years of aga respeétively ’ -

N Bagama camp racorded one attempbed escape. It did unot, however
cause the authorities any apprehension of a weak epot in the ingenious
~alarm system which had been installed. The fact wag that - the
gat-away wae not made through the barbed wire, wire-netting and
slectrio-alarm entanglement. The sscapes was a Frenchman., He was
undar arrest for insubordination and had been confined in the guard
- room. A glimpse at his record would have shown two previous attempts
o elude the vigilance of the guard at Diyatalawa. They had cost the
-Govarnment Rs. 100/- in rewards. Being seemingly well versed in the
‘art, be once again suoceeded in sluding the sentry af ‘Ragama. Having
-gob as far ag the railway line, he made for Colombo.

A boutigue kesper of Ragama, happening to see an Buaropean minus
oot and a shirt walking hurriedly along the rail track at 8 p.m.,
guspached somaething amiss. When aceosted, the fugitive offered him
300 rupees if ho guided him across country to Colombo, Sensing
‘he was a runaway prisoner-of-war, and anticipating perhaps a bigger
reward, the boutigue-keeper londly announced his suspicions, and with
the help which sesmed to matsrialise from nowhera hoily pursued'the
sscapes who had taken to his heels. '

. The runaway, seaing he was ' cornered ’, showed fight, but eventu.
slly submitted to arrest, and found himself scon after being escorbed
back fio the camp by a sergeant and two rankers.  He was tried in she
aamp and sentenced o ninety days’ imprisenment. Thig escapade added
bo his seors, for it cost .the Governmens Rs. 50/- paid to the boutiqa
‘keepar as raward for effecting the oapbure, and Ra. 50/- more which wag

.

divided betwesn three qshers who came fio hig agsistance,

: Hven more thrilling is the story of the eseape by five prisonere-of-war
on s Bunday night, the 13th of January, 1901, in the Colombo harbour,
They had jumped for it and sailed away to a safer and distant pork.
Thares days earlier the steamer 5.8, Catalonia ' had berthed in Oolombao:
harbour with 300 Boer captivas aboard. The next day 150 of them
wera landed and sent to Diyatalawa. In two days the train which
onveyed the firsi contingent was to refurn forthe remainder. There
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were five Bosrs among those left on board who were thinking of but oue
fhing @scape. . ‘

One of them was William Steyn who had been an officer on Gene-
ral Smuts’ staff. IHe was at Roodeval when the burning of the mails
took place, and claims to have set the first light there. When acting
a5 field cornet of the Qrange Free States he was ordered in June, 1900,
to hold an outlying position against Methuen's and Kitehsner's advance.
PFinding himself surrounded and cutnumbered, he surrendered,

MTwo of the others were his partieular friends, Roos who wag a
sebool fellow in Heilbron, and Botha whose father was & magistrafe of
Philippopolis. Iiaussner, a German, and two brothers named Steytler,
who came from the Free States and who had the same designs, were let
into the secrst and foll in with the plan. One and all wers well aware
it was oo eagy malber to get away from the ship. Besides the strong
guard of she Glouesster and the vigilance of the ship’s staff on board,
it .was usual when these Boer priscners-of-war transporbs arrived fo
find several launches patrolling the harbour at short intervals of time—
day and night. They were fitted with searchlights which were turned
on and off to light up the ship-side and sea, and this made the chances
of sscape, even under cover of darkness, exiremely difficult.

The odds against a gstaway in daylight were however greaber, so
they set their plans for the night. Zero hour was to be midnight, or
just before the guards were changed. The details of their plan and
how they eventually worked ouf, throw curious sidelights which make a
‘remarkable story. The narrative gs.told by the leader, Steyn, on his
_ return bo his homeland, was given publicity in loeal papers, and allayed
rumours and wild speculation as to how the escape had been effected.

Tha initial move was to secure a rope and a lifebelt for each one of
fite escapses. This was accordingly done, and the articles duly
secreted, Ab the appointed time the younger Steytler threw the rope
ovet the side, and donning a lifebelt was the fivst to let himself down.
- The noige of falling water from two eocks on the ship’s side drowned
that of the initial splash. He was soon safely out of range of thae look-
outs. - The elder Steytler, who insisted on following his younger
brother, was the next to go, The German, a loud-voiced elumsy
individual and a poor swimmer, wunearly wrecked their plans, Ha
followed the elder Bteytler, The threa who got off had decided in day-
light to make for a German ship they had spotted out of the forty odd
ships in harbour, Steyn and Botha had agreed on a French vesgel.
To between, a thrse-funnelled ship whieh carrisd a flag with the Russian
double-aagle lay berihed. Hventuall, twenty minutes before midnight,
thelsader of the parby woant over, olad in nothing but a shirt over which
he donned his lifebelt. Recounting high-lights in thrills, he tells of his
horror on discovering a patrol hoat making for- the ship's side when he
was half way down the rope. Sliding swiftly down, cutting bis hands in
the process, he reached the water, and in a few geconds, perceiving
the patrol almost on him, evaded discovery by diving. ' Tiosing sensge of

‘direction in the inky darknmess he.gave up hopes of reachirg the
French ship, and was beset by a great fear lest he should gwim by -

mistake to some Bribish vesssl, Flounderingin the ses in the grip of

:
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_ dpspa.ir tar 2§ hours, ]%e suddenly picked out hree great funnels in
. gilhonette on tha sky line. Thanking Heaven that here surely was

: evidene_a that }13 was making no mistake, he swam with renewed
_energy in the dlrpchlon of the Russian ship.

o Yery. curiously they seemed to be expecting him aboard. A sailor
-ahou'hmg and beckoning cast & rope over the side. Being too exhausted
to‘cll_mb up, he hung on 0 the end of the rope until two burly Russian
-'smlors‘selzed him, and carried him on to the deck. When ha recovered
'fr_om his e‘xha.usted eondition, they lad . him away to the forecastle. To
'_'hls surprise he found himself confronted there by Botha, the two
E Shay_tlers and Haussner, - They had all got lost in furn and wers -
_'carrlgd by ‘the current %o the big boat with the thraa funnels, the
.Russ{an' Volunteer steamer Eherson. The earlier arrivals had given
warning that there were other escapees, which ascounted for the look-out
and the welgome aocorded to Sfeyn, ‘At 8 o'clock in the morning the
Kherson weighed anchor and wasg steaming out of Colombo harbour, -

- Apparenbly nothing of importance happened until the ghip reached
' Adan,‘ here two' British Officers boarded the ship requesting to see the
.eaptain, They produced two cablegrams, one from the Ceylon
Goverm_nent, the other from the Russian Consul, indieating that five.
Boer prisoners-of-war had escaped and thal there was reason to believe'
- they were either on board the Russian orthe French vessel that had
lett Colombo before daybreak on the 14th of January. '
. The eaptain had made it his business not to contact the escapoeg,
“and ‘veifamantly pronouneed he had not s8en any Boer runaways aboard.
An insistent demand was made for a gearch, but whe would have
thought to iopk into one of the funnels—the furnaces cornected to it
- ware not being uted—for five men who had sat precariously, in a
: fqai:fully erampad position, oo an,iron ladder for six houre! Port Said
their next stop, was an international port. Nevertheless, on the udvics;
of the officars, thay remained on board, falling in- with a plan that they
should keep to the ship until they got to Russia, and that they should
then make their way across Europe to Holland, and from thers baek to
~South Afriea. '
L Prqcaading in stages with the same connivanee which afforded
-.hl_:em safabty in Aden, they travelled from Theodosin where they
~Gisembarked to 8t. Patersburg and thense to Berlin. They eventually
8ot to Utreteht, and therg mat President Kruger, 18 days after he had
: undargor‘:‘e the oparation” on his eyes which he had come all that way to
.““t'mr{d. Morgen Kinders” ha ia recorded to have said graating them:
is julle die vijf swemmers ?"" (Good morning children, are you the five
swimmers ?)
: At length they frekked homewards, having travelled half round
_--:t.![l_e wgrld to rejoin their own people. They had it is true provided a
- nice littla proplam in international ethics, but thig apparently was
~passad over as just one of 30 many small incidents of those times.
- Steyn apeaks of the party as the only five who escapad trom
Coylon, He was doubtisss unaware of the two who gob as far as
Rangoon, but were brought back, ‘

i
i
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VII .
Spotlight on their Medical History.”

The medieal history of the South Afriean prisoners-ol-war in Ceylon
js an interesbing part of their story. . Belore they arrived us captives in

Qoylon, the Boers had for 2% years lived on commande, under conditions’

whish were both arducus and far from sanitary. = Quite naturally this
had undermined their normal resistance to disease. On arrival many of
them wers found to be weariad by fatigua of their eampaigns. They were
also depressed by defeat. Moreover, being uged to a free and active life
their reaction to confinement and other restraining mﬂuences did not
improva masters,

All thig merely went to prove the enormity of the task wbwh
davolved on the preventive and eurative branches of the Ceylon Civil
Madieal Department which wasg ma.de reaponsible for the health of the
prisoners-of-war camps.

The first eause of anxiety to the medical staff at Diyatalawa camp
was o savere outbreak of measles. Statistics show that there were 251
aages and 7 deaths.
priscner-of-war named J. P. Coetzee, who had grrived in September
1900 and travelled from ship to camp while suffering from measles.
Hvan bafore the measles epidemic had subgided, the more tragic part of
. this 18 months of history obbruded itself, Few epidemics in Ceylon
_proved se ominous ag the outbreak of a virulent form of South African
anferie faver in Diyatalawa duaring the aarly months of its esfmbhsh-
meant &8 a camp : .

" "On the24sh of Saptember, 1900, a few cages of fever Were traced:

to a bateh of Bosr capatives which had arrived a fortnight earlier by

the transpors s. 8. Bowverian. The infeetion was fraced to some

gtrateher cases which had been removed direch to the General Hospital

at Colombo when thig vessel came into port. Kindled by this spark
. tha fevar spraad like wild fire and in a most alarming manner.

The hospital accomodation for the camyp originally consisted of ane
ward of 25 beds., Ag rapidly as the situation demanded it, more ascom-
modaticn was provided, and by mid-November eight additional huts
. with provision for 282 beds had been converted into. hospifal wards.
Those wara all loecated within the ares which is ip. present times the
eamp of the Survey Dapartment, In addition,to meetthe pressing need
for yeb movre &ccommodatlon tbe two bungalows near the railway station
popularly known asthe ‘A’ a.nd ‘B’ Government Bungalows, were con-
varted into convalegcont Wards, and in December another set of tempor-
ary bmldmgs were speedily erecbed for tha ccnvalescents frorm entarm
Moreover, for several months there was & hospibal smp ‘Atlanitan”
the Colombo Harbour to which the convalescents were spnt, bamdns
transfers to Mount Lavinia. :

" Tarning to statisties to glean some idea of the situation, ik appeard

that from the 24th of Saptember to the 31st Desember, 602 cases of
The peak was reached

eunteric had heen treated. Thers ware 50 denths.

The disease was introduced into the camp by a -
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in 1\Tcuven:ﬂoer when 370 new cases occurred. In December the number
droppad to 196, and thereaftor steadily declined. The total reckoning
was 755 cases and the number of deaths, 68. . :

Oa the appearance of the outbreak everything thak sanitary Science
m}gdaated was daily enforeed. Dv. Griffin, Colonial Surgeon, was ap-
pointed in charge of this Boer Hospital ab its inception, He had two
madical officers to aseit him, namely Dr. L. A. Prins and Dr. FI. de
-Baram, Harlyin Novambar, when there was a note of despair in the
efforts mads to bring the epidemic under control, the direction of affairs
wasd placed in $he hands of De, T, F. Garvin, Surgeon Superintendent of
the General Hospital, Colombo., His first act on taking charge was bo
-press for more professional staff. Dr, V. Van Langenherg, Dr. E. R.
Lioos and Dr. K. Bapen were accordingly appoeioted Assistant Medical
QOffieersin addition to the others who had been dstailed eariier.

It is unlikely that thers is anybody whe can realize how much Ceylon
and the Boers ware indebled tothe eminent skill of the’ superintepding
physioian and the labours of his agsistants. It fell to their. credit
that an epidemic which had cccasioned terrible anxiety was first check-
ed, and then brought surely and effectively under complete eontrol, hut
far indeed from being the least, it was also duetothe women whovolun-
tarily came out to Ceylon to nurse the sick Boers. Theirs was a sacrifice
purely in the eause of huma.mby. unsupporied by palriotism of the hopa
of reward.

The devoted nursing in thls Boer hospital by “'Sister Liuey” and her
small staff which consisted of nurses Gregson, von Dadelesen, Gray and
‘Baldwin, had fo face the crificiam of the blunt Britisher of fhose times
who did not believe in this sort of sacrifice ard senfiment. But ap-
“parently ‘this did not mabter a job o thege good women,

The reader who can remsmber this generation and contrasts the
rigid ideas of late-Vietorian times with the robustness of the present
decade, wiil ﬁnd specinl pleasure in the following extracty from a letter
‘written by “Sister Luey” and published in the Geylon Review of
January, 1901 : s '

“We are working”', she wrote, “under Burgher doctors, very
decont men. One I like very much, Truly the Boers are very
pleasant to nurse. You do not hear bad la.nguage or at least
.yery llhtle, and never a bad remark or expression, or even alook
.. go that in all this crowd of men- I can safely allow my fair
: young nurse to go with me”

“Having nursed my own eountrymen alas! the difference is
psrceptible. © How often my young nursers in English hospitals
have had to appaai to me. . These Boers seem a moral, gimple,
_quaint sort df people. and Wlhh little idew of truth, their religion ‘

geems g0 much one of form.”

Whab a vivid pariod-piece, and how naturally too thie clder lady,
Wlth yoars behind herand insslligence to sum cenditiones up, contemplates
the perils which beget the pleasant looking maid who, pre-aceupiad with
good works, engaged herself to nurss the amk in the days of bhe
«Boar War. . ~
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_ Ag for the Boaf prisionar-of-war both _patient and captive—bow
trying it mast have been for them, cooped up iv a oiveumssribed space’
seeing their frisnds sickening and dying before their eyes. KEwven

the Covernor, Sir West Ridgeway, testified how they bore their

gevers brial with pasience and fortitude, They had the satisfaction
however of secing their sick comrades ascommodated in neally ordained
and comparatively comfortable establishments supplied even with
soda-water and lemonade (gigantie luzuries %o asiok; man) from a
- Government aerated water manufactory, and ice tb cool the fovered
which was brought twiee daily a distance of 160 miles. They realised
that it was goed to be a convalescent PBoer prisoner-of-war with the

. prospect of a final spell at Mouwnt Lavinia, looking as they pleased out

“ upon the blue sea or ba.ck over a tres-furrowed country and distant
hills. :

But simple though these Boers proved to be thay were mnot
humourless, even on their sick-bed. One of the yononger medical officers
amused by the guilelass good natura of ane of his patients, pmpounded
some problem with him ¢n hig daily round. One day, he gaid ‘I say,
old hoy, do you know the moon is inhabited ? © “Impossible”, the old
fox replied with his habitual ealm. ‘‘But have you not heard that vour
friends, the French, have wabched the inha.bitlmts of the moon through
the giant telescope atb the Paris Exhibition 2" “‘Impossible, my lad.”
ramarked the old Boer, “'if the moon were inhabited the Enghsh would
long ago have tried to annex her!

1t was not the singuler misfortune of the Baer alone fo face the

firagic effects of this epidemie; ''he health of the camp where the -
British guard was located continued satisfactory for abouf a month after *

the oufi-break of enteric was first noticed. In mid-October, a soldier
reported siek with fever which was disgnosed as enterie. From that

tims onwarde, other cases of a similar nature were admisted at frequent -

intervals to the Military Hoapital. This establishment was maintained

as a separabe institation. - Tt was staffed by the R. A. M. C. Surgeon
Major Manders and Colonel Quill ofﬁcla.tlng in turn as Senior Medl-
cal Officer. 5

3

The Revd!R. P, Butterfield, wha WS serving at the ti‘me as
Chaplain to the Forces, and was an assiduous visitor to both the -
Military and- Boer Hospiba.ls. helps imagination to picture the -
calamitous situation in a pithy statement : I got to know the Buual g

Service by heart",

1% is indesd equally pitifal to think of those time: explred British -

soldlery who paid the supreme penalty. Denied the exeibement
of active field service they had all the tedium of guard work,
and no doubt looked forward as eagerly as the war prisoners they

‘guarded for the day when peace should come, Theirmiiitary funerals '
alternated with the constant procession and much greater numbers |

of Boer burials. While the military Chaplain officiated at the

former the funeral services of the Iabter were gonducted for the most E

part by their own Predicants,
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Thea causafion of this outbreak had been fraced beyond doubt. The

~transmission of infeciion raised a good deal of speenlation. Opinion
" wazed and differed. Bome saldit was airbone others that it was fiyborne.

The precautions taken almost ruled oul all possibility of water being

. thea gource of infection. Tha pabhological aspeet. of the subject was
‘freely -discussed in medical circles, and ab a meebmg of the loeal branch

.of the Brifish Medical Association,

On the subsidence of tha epidemie, Dr. F. Keyt and Dr. H, U.
Lisembruggen replaced their brother officors, de Saram and Eapen, Dr.
Van Lisngenberg loft with & draft of couvalaseants for the camp opened

-at Mount Liavinia, and Dr. Lembruggen took eharge of tihe hospifal at
- Urugag when tha.ti camp was in due course estublished,

A no more doctms could be spared by the C:wl Medlcal Depart-
ment, when the Ragama Camp was opsned, medical assistance was

_secured’ from Ipdia. The staff lent in these sireumstances included
- Major Thomason and Capt. Gwynn of the B. A. M, C. and a eivil surgeon,
Dr. Bureh,

The inlormaftion available dlscloses very few’ deaths in the Diya-

balawa camp from other digseases. There were only four which seeurred
“in the eamp before admission to hospital, Onewas the result of an assaunlt
" by a tellow prisoner—a dual with bare fishs over some unknown disagree-
“'ment until one man. {ell dead; wone from gun shot received when
abbempting to escape ; one from cersbral meningitis ; and the last from
“heart digsease. A truly remarkable observation made by the medieal

authorities was Uhe absence of a single instance, or trace of social dis-

;eage among the prlsoners -of-war desp:be the very free pa.role Whlch was
~given them, :

Dr. Garvin continned to oﬂlcmbe 2% Supermhandem of the Boar

3 Hosplba.l until the end of 1902, almost up to the time when the eamp
. waa practioally closed. The earlier epidemic of enteric was followed
by a smaller wave about the middle of the suceseding year. If wag
“brought under control withoub much difficulty. Many an invitation was
--extended bo Dr. Garvin by grateful Boer patients, to visit Houth Africa.
" The most pleasing token of appreciation of his laboursin the interests
- of the Government and humauity, was a complimentary dinner given in
“'bis honour by his colleagues of the Medical profession, on his raburn to
_'ordlnary routime from Dlya.tmlavva.

L VII.
Good-bye fo “ Qur Guests ™

“ Whati! are our hearts so narrow, that we have
No tribute for the vanquish’d and the brave ?
Praise for the victor—none for the brave few

. Who fought and bled with Qliver and Roux ?
None for the unquench’d fire that kindles yet
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In the proud souls of Botha and ds Weti ? :
Petish the ungenerous thoughs | Ba this our boast,
To honour those whao all save honour lost.

Call back the chivalry of long ago, :

And pledge to-night—Our Guest, the fallen foel”

(Ext : from the Prologue recited

ot the Pw'iza-givi?zg of Kingswood
College 5-£2-1900). B : i

On the 3lat of Ma.y, 1902.'ﬁer.ms of peace were finally signed atb

"Prefioria. The Boers a$ Urugas received the news with a(f?lama,tion
-punchuated by such expressions as :‘:‘ By Jingo, lamglad ” or * Hurrah !
wa're going’’. The captives in the = foreigners’ ¢amp ™ at Ragama, both
from sentiment and conviction, pretended to be unmoved by‘hba nows
and declared that if did not make much difference to them either way.

A large leven of “ Irreconcileables’’ in the Diyatalawa camp, who looked
on their own e¢apture as a minor incident in the contest which they ex. -

pected wonld soon be sel right, hugged the delusion bp‘ah the fortunes
of war wers sbill.in their favour and prolested that the " end of bhe war
atory ” was another British trick! Home of the oldgr ones, in hhe
manper becoming us poor morbals when the silvery bair goes thin on

bop, resigned themselves to say with hearts that were dead and lips that

trembled : ‘' The Liord’s will be done™.
It wag genserally belisved by the Boer prisoners-of-wai that once

- the war ended they would be ‘transporfed immediantely back to their

homes or that they would ba free fo go whither they Ep‘lea..sed. It was
impossible 6o let five thousand men, even if t‘.he. majority were not
absolubely destitute, loose on the Island. South Africa was b‘grred to all
who were not prepared to agcapb the conditions created by hhq success
of British arms, and only those who were prepated to recognise British
_ govereignty were to he allowed back there,
difficulty.

One month after the peace terms were signed, the following general
decisions regarding the disposal of the ~prisoners—oi-war_wera duly an-
noonced : Burghers of the late South African Bepublie a.nfi _tl?e late
"QOrange Froe Btate wera permitted to proceed 'ho South Afriea imme-
"diately at their own expsnse, or bo await repatriation ag soon as arrange-
ments could bs made for their transpors. s :
except those able to produce evidence that bhﬂay. were nationalized
. Burghers, wore not allowed to reburn éo South Afriea. ) They were per-
misted instead bo leave at once ab their own expense if they wished tio
do go, or awail repatriation by the Consuls of their respective Govern-
ments. All releases were subject to a declaration of allegiance tio the

British Crown, and in the case of those leaving ai their own expense, :

proof of possessing means of subsistencs.
It was also made known that ““all ¥ebely will be forwarded to Scuth

* Afrios under the charge of the Captaing of the transports by which thay

are sent, and will be handed .over on arrival fo the Cape or Natal authot
rities respectively appointed to receive them ', :

This naturally raiged some

Foreign prisoners-of-war,
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The " Urugas ™ Boers, who had earlier signified willingness to
fake the oath of allegiance, were the firss to leave, A guspected out-
" break of chicken-pox in the camp gave rise o many fears among the in-
mates that it might delay their deparfure. Right of them had hesn
‘sagregated by Dr. Leembruggen, and this had prompted a hefty son of
the veldt to give it as his opinion that ' the doctors know no more abous
ghicken-pox than does the man in the moon!"” * This sickness which
. they speak of as chicken-pox," he added "' is a sort of prickly heat, and
I don’t think that any fuss need be made about it ", Happily the ous-
break was brought under control and did not interfere with the arrange-
ments for the embarkation.

The first batch to leave these shores, numbering about 400, was .
‘brought-to Colombo from Kosgoda station by a special train, TLieut.
-Cairneross was the chiaef of the fiva officars ineluded in the draft, and the
.- Boers were under no escort beyond the supervisory conbrol of a few non-
tommissioned officers of the Glouocesters, On arrival at the Hort rail-
way station, they were met by representatives of the Headquarters
Military Stuff, the General Manager Railways, and the Rev. David
~Tweed of the Duteh Reformed Church. 'Their heavy baggage had been

gant on ghead and the men merely earriad small bundles of their
clothes. : :

Afact mosk nobiceahlo was the large majorify of young men in the
party. There wara very faw who conformed to the' common character-
“istics of tha orthodox bearded Boer, namely slonching gait and easy in-
different teraper. They were one and all without exception in high glee
"at their departure, and placed great premium on the fortunate prospech
" of gelfing home in the ploughing seasen, and just at the proper kime to
~"'set them on their legs’". . e : ‘

: Thewe ware no demonstrations at the jetly, and their embarkation
¢ into five large lighters which conveyed them to the tranport Pemplemore
" wag & very quieb ceremony, As they passed up the gangway, one- by

one, they were carefully counted and cheoked off. Dr. H. U. Lieom-

braggen aceompanied these prisoners to South Afriea in tha capaciby of
- Medical Officer. : . -

-+ Nearly a month later, on the 7th of August to be exact, a second

~-batch of 400 Boers left Ceylon by the transport  Englishman”. In

--keeping wish what happened on the previous occasion, the embarkation

was oarried out as quietly as possible. This draft too was primazrily

= composed of prisoners-of-war from Urngas, only 83 of them having been

~.drawn from Diyatalawa. There were as many as 26 officers, who wore'
- fhe distinguishing mark of a red puggerie on their headgear, and in-

oluded, among others, Commandant Joubert {a son of the late Com-

~‘mander-in-chief of the Boer Army), Von Mall, Crowther, H. P. Steyn,

= J. M. de Beer, J. Raux, Van Mallitz (India), John Stuyl {India), B.

Broil, J. H. Meiring {India), Field Cornet Heyns, C. A. Van Zyl, P. de

Ploey, Horak and Muller. The majority were Free Staters who had

foreis of their awn, - Their affluence was reflected by the sharacter of

the kit that each man carried—cgameras and kodaks being groatly in
evidence, - : o S
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The 800 departures in bwo batches might have seemed a large num-
bar, and peopla found it hard to realice that thers were yet 4000 prisoners-
of-war to leave these shores. The difficulty lay with the ‘irreconcile-
ables’ at Diyatalawn, A few leaders were holding out againat signing
tha declarasion in order to secure an advertizement fox themssalves, and

they knaw they could depsnd on the feslings of the more umntelllgent _

Bosgrs for thair trade. They and their sympathisers sturdily declined to
purchase their freedom by an oatb or declaration which racogmsad
King Edward as their snverelgn.

There was no slackening in the efforts made by _tsheir own leaders
to indnce their irritable and oaptions countrymen to-show sound senge
by submitting to the regime of the viector, however painful it may
appear. General Ranx intimatied to them he had acquiesced in fho terms

of paace and suggasted that they too should submit to the inevitable,

Grenernl Olivier had done likewise. Besides these appeals made lecally,
many copies of an ousgpolen letter in Dubch which had recently been
addressed o the irreconsileables in India by their lsaders, Bobha. De
Wit, De-la-Rey and obhers, had boen freely eirculated.

The situation eaused by thiz obatructive atbitude ga,ve riga to little
hope of elearing the Boer camp for some time to coms. In fach, the
Army Serviee Corps seemed to be thinking on these lines toa.
were inviting tendars for supplies and services to the camp for a vear
longer. ‘

However, in rveality this delay in bringing the recalcifranta to
reason was of some advanbage. Their own Jland nndergoing a change of
Government was not guite prepared ko receive them, and even if the

couditions on veldt and farm justified the sudden dumping down on

them of thousands, more or less in want, from other lands where they
had been held captive, the maans of transport were not readily
available.

Whernever a ship did turn up fo take tham away therse was a rush -

to sign the declarabion, but that did not relieve the authoritiez of the
problem of the Boer who in the inkerim period befween the arrival of
ships had agreed to do so. . Their life in ecamp among their erstwhile
eomradas was a periect misery, subjscbad to intimidahiou, derigion and
- insulss leading to most unpleasant sltua.tlons It was in this sequence
of affairs that Urugas was converted into a “clearance camp’” for those

whose spirits had bsen softened towards their captors and guards and

thus maerited priority in the schems,of repatriation.

. The third ship to carry away a contingant of prisoners-of-war was the
British charfered transport s,s. Leke Manitoba. It actually recsived
1000 Boers on board before it sailed on the 22nd of Oectober, 1902,
This number was made up of 500 from Diyatalawa Camp, a few shors
of 400 from Urugas, 80 from Mt. Lavinia, and the remainder from
Ragama. The Cornwalls supplied a guard of 40 men who Volunteared
to ascompany the draft to South Afriea,

Several well-known Boers'were incladed in the party and this added
to the general interest which the embarkation of sueh a large nummber
evoked. The special train whioch brought tha prisoners-of-war from

Thay‘
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Diyatalawa picked up the Ragama contingent on the way; and the
special from Kosgoda bringing the Urugas party did likewise with the
.~Boears from Mt. Lavinia. They were met on arrival at the Fort Station
by their Generals, Olivier and Roux, who were also returning to South
Afries by the same shlp On defraining, the several drafts were formed
" into parties, and * Marched ™ to the Passenger Jetty, led by Ganeral
-Qlivier and his son,

The streets of Colombo Forﬁ which have packed hlstory with a
-~ gtrangely varied panorama of marching consingents of fighting men
from obher lands, might well be expected to have contributed a most
poignant pisture on this cccasion. It should net be difficult to affect - a
.-sense of vividity to the pathebic seene unfolded to onlooksrs. Here in-
‘deed were men who had siretched their patriobism to desperate ends,
-nod given blood and treasure, but were certalnly not the stutf of Whleh
- dewperadoes were made,

: Youth and age were strangely blended, in th1s film-resi of the past.
_ _Yea.rs of hardship and the last sighteen _crowded monbhy of exile which
‘had intervened since they had cbeyed their *‘ commandesr brief’ and
_the field cornets’ summons to war wers reflacted in individual cages of
disablement, halting atep, or bent shoulder ; while many a face with a
" deseper tint above the beard line than ever sun and wind on the high
:valdb -gould bestow, bore deap lines of anxiety or sadness or a far-away
- reminiscent and cast-down look in the eyes. In addition ko the bundles
of personal apparel and belongings which the oaptives carried in prefer-
-ence to packing them with heavy baggage which was sent on ahead,
“many of them were burdened with mementos of Ceylon. There is ag
mueh amusemeant as shere is pathos in contemplating this widely varied
“collection of curinsities which inelunded monkeys, parrots, teal, bird-
nests, bunches of green plantains, pmeapples and a mulkitude of other
~aqually strange possessions.

A nuwhber of persens, more particularly the Burghers of Ceylon, a
" eommuunity.whieh perhaps is most fitbed by peculiar circumstancas to
-eeman’ the fselings of confidence between conqueror and the songuered
Bosrs, had foregathered at the Passenger Jetty with mingled foalings of
pleagure and regret to bid good-bye to individual friend and acquain-
‘tance among those who were embarking that day. -

Time which hag aged the forgatfen event hag so mellowed it that a
peculiar interest extends even fto the individual present on the oceagion.
“Among othars™, so the newspaper aceounts vun, ' there were: Dr.and
- Mrs. W. G. VanDort and the Misses VanDort, Mr. H. VanDort, Mr. W.
‘ VanDangenberg,” Mr. and Mrs, P. D. Maek, Mr. and Mrs. Alfred Mack,
“Mr. and Mrs. Alfred Theuring, Mr.and Mrs. Colvin de Krétser, Mr.
i Lileyd de Kretser, Miss P, Kéuneman, Messrg. T. Garvin (Jr.), F. Tous-
“aaint, W. Ludekans, Mrs, and Miss Pring, and Mr. and the Misses
. Paulusz "—names which, brought into the perspachive of years, eall to

‘memory many & bygoue worbby and a few who have outlived the lnter
H venmg period.

General .R_guk, Iabouring under a muzzling order impozed on him
by the Superintendeni of Police tofhe effect that he was'not to speak
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‘fo newapaper men, expressad resenﬁfnenh by speaking to no one.. He
rofused to meet friends who had come to see him off and went on board
the transport by himsgslf in a private boas, His Orders were to go on
board between 8-15 and 10-30 a.m. Most Ceylon residents who_ came
'in contact with him ngreed he was the most cultivated man among the
Boers held eaptive in the Island, _ : ,
CGeneral Olivier, when interviewed, more tactfully remarked hhs;ﬁ h'e
was . ‘against communicating anything to the press, and that 1’13’
would serve them=bebter if the papers said less about the Boers!

He was pleased to add, however, that he had made many friends in -

Ceylon, whom he wag sorry to leave, that the Bosrs had baen well freat-
ad, and that sheiv Camps ware all that prisoners‘-of-war. could desire —
_exaluding Ragama ahout which he could not say anything. Deelaring
tihere was nothing mors to say, he shook hands with those present, and
Jeftin a privahe boab with his bwo song, for the steamer.

Other popular Boer personnel who left by‘ the same transport were
Qaptain P.-H. de Villierg, the leader of the ecrickst eleven which played
the premier Qoeylon Club, the Colts, and lost; augphaw of General Botl}a;
M. Douwes, who wasg on the Printing Staff of tha Colombo Apotheecaries
Co.; "gommanda.nts Du Plessis and Herbzoy ; V‘Vallace—bh‘& Boer who
had created a sensation by stating that he and his young f1::em% Parkes
. an Irish naturalised Boer, had found a gold’ref{f in' the ne!glhbou_rhood

‘of Urugas ; young Grant whose father was a major m.the Brltmh_At_'my ;
Commandant Krantz, the Boer naturalist who agsisted Dr, Willey at
the Maseum ; Rovd. Thom n Beer predieant ; and Mr. and Mra, A. P,
Roos with their two sonsg, a three-wesk old C-eylon-l?om baby, and a
Sinhalese ayah. Daring their eighteen month stay in Ka.,ndy the two
boys ‘had heen students of Ringswood Collage. The prisoner-of-war

. LY 1
in whom every ons geemed most inferested, was Jim Holloway. " Whera's -

Jim Holloway ? 7 was the guestion agked on every .side.xand thsrg were
.a great many people who were disappointed on _bemg shown‘a lxghi;!y
built man with a queit face, wearivg asuit of white clob_hes w1t‘.h‘ a big
bundle on one shoulder and earrying a fiddle case and other pbaraph-
ernalia in his left hand. .t cl ‘
international boxer" wag the oft repeated remark, so crdinary look}ng
was 'Jim' with not the slightest appearance of any swagger abou? hinm.
"You can make sure I am coming back fo Cevlon’ was Hol}oway B ﬁmm,l’
remark, ‘T only wanb ta make a lithle monay ﬁrst,..-----:I like Oequn.
Those who knew him well aceapted the sincerity of hiz declaration,
One wondery whether he kept hig word. .

As gach lighter moved off handkerchiaves wers %Jriskly wgvad and
shouts and chears were given by the Boers. Seva‘n sick Boers from th
Ganeral Houspitial ware also embarked on board thig vessel. :

Contrasbted. with this imposing send-off, the two dep'a,turas' which
followed were of n quist nature, Whe 5.z, Dunere which sniled for
Durban and Cape Town on the afternorn of the 16th December, took
900 Boears awsay. |
as Medical Officer. The last batch which left five days later by the
" a.8, fonian algo consisted of nearly 900 Boers. :

“You den't mean to say that chap is an

Dr. V. Van Langenburg proseeded with this draft .

3
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In hetween the massed departures the prisoners-of-war of foreign,
“origin, and the naturalised Burghers of the late South African Republie
-~ who were able o find their way home at their own expense, had been
leaving these shores in small numbers. In July 1902, & Qerman skes-
mer’ the Oldenbury, took away 8 officers and 48 German mercennries
who ware o be disembarked at Bremen, A woek later, the Marqués
Baequehem bound for Trieste eliminated the Austrian mercenaries
Frang Muller, Giovanni Bussanich, Arthur Clemeng Cernies, Alois

Ortner and two others. About the same time an American-Boor wag
repatriated to Boston. - :

“A parby of 76 Hollanders, late belligerents in South Afries whe
; were held as prisonerg-of-war in Ceylon, wers also repatriated in July.
- As no steamer proceeding direct to Holland wag due for some time, they
- were puf on board the Rofberdamsehi Lloyd s.s. Selak which was pro-
: eseding to the Straita and the Dutch Indies. They were to be tranship-
. ped at Padang on to & Duteh liner which goos direct o Holland without -

touching at any port east of the Suen. The party ineluded 65 men from
the Ragama Camp. The officers were Capt. Van Hoogstaaten, who took
-eommand of the draft on hoard, Lieut. Keulemans, formerly of the
Sfaabs Arkillery, and a Mr. Funke, who was one of the leading men
among the prigoners at Divatalawa. Despite the great deal of trouble
.this Ragama element gave the authorities, bhey embarked very quietly
- but insisted on flying the Duteh tricolour on the steam launches which
took them on board. There were ahout 30 other Dutah prisoners-ef-war
who were sent home by the same cireuitous route about 2 nionths later,

in a Duteh mail boat * Princess Sophie”, which arrived from Amster-
- dam and left for Batavia. : :

The imprisoned Dutech Ambulance Staff which was detained and
senk to Ceylon for carrying ““ war letters ”, loft direct for Holland in
“July.  Dr, Cosber, interviewsd on arrival at the Hague, referred to the
‘rare consideration with which he and his medieal collaagues were treat-
‘ed in Coeylon, and described their ‘parole’ as “elastic”. He made
-8pacial mention of the full facilities afforded them to uge bthe labora-
“tories and proseente their studies. ' :

: .The Frenchinen ecaptured with the Boers were handed over to the
French Consul and aventually repatriated by s homeward boung Hranch
‘mail boat, They were all from the Ragama Oamp where they wors
‘tucacerated despits vehement protest that they ware non-combafants,
-and that the Comite Francaise Pour la Conservation de I'ndependence
‘Boer whioh gent them out, dumped them at Delagoa Bay without

‘siving them any further assistande and left them thera to ahilt foy
_themselves.

. Afew prisoners-of-war were dealt with ag * tebels " and wera zent
beck under arrest. On arrival from Caylon they wers handed over to
the Cape or Natal authorities to gtand their trial. Jogeph and William
Braoks, charged with high tresson, ware sentenced to pay & fine of £10
aach, or to undergo one month’s imprisonment, Jaecbs Stephanus
Swart, on a similar charge, was sentenced to £30 fine or to two months’

H
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imprisonment, E. O, Stowe, another Ceylon prisoner-of-way, said to
have besn of British parentage born in Cape Colony, was charged on

arvival at Durban of being a Brltlah sub]ect whe fought on the Boer =

gide.

E[]ha case of William Cheney, a Pistermaritzburg youth of 19,
appears 6o have exeited speeial interest. Hie mother had d!.stmgmahed
heraslf by reason of having bad six sons fighting for the Britigh in
varions columns. William Cheney did not follow his brothers’ example.

He went to the Fres States a few months before the war began and wag |

" induced by the Boers Yo fight for the Republic, He was in one of the

Boar units sent to reinfores (leneral Cronje ab Paardeberg, but here .

took the opportunity to desert to the Britigh lines, Ie waa made a
prisoner, gent to Oevlon and eventua.lly gent baeck to Natal as a
to facea charge of "' high treason™, Aecording to the Lonﬁon Standard’s
Durban eorregpondenb forty-one Gapa Colonists were arrested on their

refurn from the prisonar.of-war campﬂ in Ceylon, on sharges of hlgh'.

treaaon.
‘The younger Gﬂlmgham was the first Beer to pay his way home,

. Ha declarad he was going direet to Preforia to look after his father’ g

business until hiz father joined him, (. I, Neethling, the ex-M.P., of
the Transvaal, was s passenger for South Afriea on hhe City of Benares.
Ravd, Postma and his wife, temporarily residing at '’ Guyscliff "’ in the
Oinnamon (lardens, wore passengers on the s.s. Gere. Thae Somali

‘rebel ™

took away Commandants Boghoff and Wileoek who were captured with .

Oronje at Paardeberg; Adjutant Boshoff, a son of the Commandant;

“ also throe others named Botha, Hollard, and Cardinal, They procceded
to Fanzibar and transhipped to Durban. The Umlazi removed Kruger,
tha zon of the ex-President, who said he was proceeding direct to his
farm at Grasgenburg where heintended sattlmg, and Mors who had been
gonnected with the Ceylon Government Printing Office. The elder
Gillingham was nearly the last fo pay his way home. He sailed in
December by the s.u. Pangola, loaths to leave Ceylon, but glad to take
over his large interests in South Afriea.

IX.
The Iyveconcilables.

Tn the manuer described, hateh after bateh of Geylon 8 “puests "
from Soufh Africa left the scena of thair involuntary sojourn. _Ma.r[-.ial
Law ceased at Ragamsa Camp. The camps a3 Urugasmanhandiya and

Mount Lavinia were empby. Divatalawa—the first eamp to be formed,

tha lurgest, most tenanted and in every way the most important of the
four—was ocoupied by only I4 prisoners-of-war.. There were 16 others
in Waolikada Jail, who had made themselves notorious, None of the
Boers in theda two lots wors prepareﬁ fo aneeph the condltmns laid down
for repatriation.

_ The story of thege * irreconcilablas supplled ample materinl for 8
"Boer nursery rhymse, deseriptive of how they grew fewer by degress and
. gracefully legs.

Firminger's parby, were the first to give way. Tl}ay agked o he rent to

The Welikada lot, who came to bhe known as Major

- Java.
- and parmitted to take their departure without any declaration or oath

. colonists.

_ bhey weora asked befors hhey laft Cevylon.

~ Diyatalawa to do so,

- children in South Africa awaiting their return,
‘have anything to do with the Ceylon Government, acclaiming that they

ing these
‘wait until patience and good sense would have their regard, the public
Werd begmmng fo look upon. the very ides of keeping these helpless men
“prisoners in the Island'as possessing a good deal of humour about it.

 What sould t-.hay do againgt the might of the British Power ?" asked
.ona person.

“elamour went up;

ke and do what they like, rather than be subjected to these childish
: pumhwe pracaubions |
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By arrangement with the Duteh Governmant they were released

an the undertaking that they were. %o seitle there permanently ag
They wera firgh shipped from Colombo to Singapore. From
there they were sent on to Batavia, and were immediately moved off by
railway to the Preanger Province where the Goverpment had agaigned
an abandoned asta.te on which thess new colonists were to seblle ag
gmall caltivators. ' Of course, you much prefer South Afries to Java ™
“Yes ", they replied,’ adding
‘it can’t be helped ",

Mr. Tom Kally of Barbeton, who wag spaclally sent to Ceylon and
India as an emissary by General Botha, to induce irreconcilables to take
the oath of allegiance, sucegeded in parsuading nine of the diehards in
When these duly lefs, there were seven, but two
subsequently and at tihe last moment when they found their comrades
gaing, desided 6o join them in becoming co-citizens with the British in
Africa, The names of tho five who still remained wers: Engelbrochs,

- Rogers, van Rooyen, Baegot- and Goldenhuis—a combinabion which
produced a pietura as palhetic ag their frame of mind was obstinate,

Goldenhnis, who was well over 70 ysars of age, gave expression fo_his

'_ fealings by displaying a tombstone he was caiving for his srave, in

antisipation of dying in Ceylon. The others, excepting-Fingelbrecht,
were alsc veterans well over 50, who had families, including grand-

Hach and all refused to

had basn brought hera ag prisoners-of- war and would only go back to

‘their hkomes as prisoners-of-war.

For nearly a whole year thig refractory fragment rigidly adhered

o their determination nob to fake the opportunity offered to them to
-rejoin their kith and kindred.

Like ghosily figiires of g past thay con-
tinued to wander aimlessly within the barbad wire barriers of the

deserfed Diyatalawa camp, under the eye of a squad of the Royal West

Kent Regiment. Some of their-time was spent in making curios for

which thev had . received .orders from Colombo and were well paid.

When. in July, 1908, Diyatalawa was for the first time used ag the

_,pra.ctlsmg ground and venue of the annual camy of the Volunteer Forces

:~of Ceylon, they were shlil there and were intovestad ‘spactators of the
" summer manosuvres’’

Ma.ny and varied commanbs were made on the. expedlenay of treat.
“irreconcilables " geriously, While the authorities seeined to

‘Do they count at all”’, asked another; And then the

‘Why should they nof bhe permibiad to go where they

In this, as in not a few other publie opinions
congerning the Boer prisoners-of-war, the authorities devided to abide by
ﬁha voige of the people
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On the 24th of September, 1903, the Hecrebariat issued the
communigud notifying the release oE the remaining five Boers incacera-
tod at Dwabala.wa. stating that ‘' they are now free to go anywhere
they liked in or out of the Island axwpb South Africa.  When they tock
the oath, hhey can go to Bouth Africa.” They weére permitted to accept

employmens in the Igland, and informabion concerning their qualifica- -
tions wag to he supplied on raferenca to the Colonial Secrefary’s -

Office.
Slmulha;ueously with this order two of them, van Rooyen and

Baecgob, were brought under escort to Colombo, put on board the s.s.

. Luady Havelock and landed at Jaffna; Ingelbrocht and Rogers wera

 escorbed and left at Mambantota ; while Goldenhuis under charge of a
corporal of tha West Kentis was taken to Batticaloa and given his {ree-
dom. Thus separated and in pastures new, but perhaps less pleasant,

ou the north, south and sast of Ceylon, thay were left to meditate on -

their lot. They continuad to recoive a bounty from Imperial Funds, of
two rupees a day as a * living allowanee . Stranger still, it was made
known thal the allowance would be paid to them only at the revenune
shations to which they had baen posted ab the tima of their relaase.

Vory naturally, these strangers in Eaai-.rfmzlgea Emrrouudmgs who counld
hardly speak any language but their native “ taal ™, were a source of
grenk interest bo the local people, The grey headed old man banished
to Batticaloa was déstined to the loneliest existence of them all.

ral De-la-Rey who telegraphed from India agking him bo take the oatib of
allegiance. He tock a delight in bathing in the lake and fishing. He

algo apparenily enjoyed a fish tiffin, to jndge from the catech he was.
known to make of & morning, which he proceeded to cook and eat under

tha shelter of a tree.-. One curious mavneriem of this veferan, which
amused the people of Batticaloa a goo& deal, was his habib of keeplng
his.topee on, even when inside a bouss.’ Opmlon seemed divided am to
whother he Sook his boots off when he went o bad! DBut the anguish
and tribulation of this aged exile wag destmed tio be of shert duration.
Ha died abouf the middla of 1904,

The Jaffne elimate, and separation from h:a comrades, geemead fo
have workad a change in van Rooyen and Bacgot, Although still very

hitter against the Rritish, they decided to take the oath.” Two passages’

wera found for them on the Natal Line g.8. Umkuze, and they sailed for
their home, o rejoin their families, sufficiently primed fo impart a
shranga story to btheir ¢hildren, and their ebildren’s children.

Robart Rogers, who with H. E. Engelbrecht was compelled to take

up his ramdanue af Hambantots, ha.s loft a very vivid p\c%ure of his
expariences. ' My life ”*, he declaved, '* was a perfact migery in Ceylon™,
Qo arriving at E{ambuntoha they were houged in a tumble-down tene-

ment which the Assistant Governmenf Agenfi had rented oub at six

rupees per month. Within twenty daye of their arvival, according to
Ragers, their allowance of two rupses per day was cut dewn Ra. 1/95.
On this miserable pittance, their condition was rendersd really pitiable,
far they were brought to the verge of hunger and nakedness, Evenbu.

He -
vefgeed bo axchangs if, turning down even a persounal appeal from Gene-
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~ally driven by want and the irksomeness of the bermit life they were
. leading, Rogers declared that he managsd to find his way to Colombo.
"The rest of the story is perhaps best fold in his own words: “'T came
up to ses the Governor who rofused fo see ma,
7 months in Golombo, They ordered me to go back, so that T may
" Teceive my allowance.. I howaver continued to stay in Colombo, losing
"~ my allogance from Government {or disobedience of their order

Asked how he found if possible to live in Cslombo, he gaid :
“ Mr. L. Bauer (the Boer prisoner;of-war who married Misz Felsinger)

- ko many other friends for thsir kindness in halping ma~~aspecially tha
Burghers who ware exesedingly good to me'’, Continuing he said:

"On the 24th of August, I patitioned the Governor to send me anywhaere
ha liked except t6 the British Colonies. I received a reply that he eould
nob send me to a foreign country, unless one of the Consule sllowed if.
T accordingly commuunicated with the Duteh Consul who saw no ob]ec-
“tion fo my going to Holland ™

Thesé were the clrcumsta.ncas under which Rohert Rogera, who
““had taken part in astions ab Penhock, Naesby, Heidelburg, Bethilshem
~.and Taba-nen; who surrendered with General Prinsloc and arrived in

the Istand, He leli on the 4th of March, 1905, by the s.5. Berlin,
geverly caubtioned that he was never o set (oot on Afrioa’s shores.

Eugelhreﬂhb 2 Freo Stater, continued to eke outa miserable exist-
ence in Hambanbtota, For a short time the pittance paid by the
Imperial Government was augmented by a small allowanee from a fund
which wasg starbed for him in Holland. Bub this came to an end, and it
would appaarthat even the small coneesszion of a roof over hiz head was
denied him, Earlyin 1905 an action for recovery of rent and for ejee-
tion was filed in the Tangalls Courbs in which he was mentioned as the
dofendant,
Jow, and from $he disclosares in the evidence Ted. The issue raised was
whether this action against an alien enemy was maintainable. The
Commissioner of Requests (Mr. Sohrader) obgerving in his judgment
‘that he saw ho law which prevented the defendant auing or being sued,

not the the Boer whao engaged the ‘tenament . He held that it was only
the noties to guit which was justified. Remarking that an allowance of
Rs. 1/25 a day was hardly sufficient to enable Engelbrecht to pay for
focd, oloshing, shelfer and washing, ha suggested the obvious remedy—
tepresentation o Government,

. Publie opinion once agailn stirred itgeli in the interests of this
‘unrelenting Boer prigoner-of-war ; and he .came ta be installed in the
very congenial post of Warden of the Yala Game Sanctuary. He had

‘ment, The }]ngalbreeht opisode wa# consequently nob permitied to
‘rost closed.

Emden "

ruiser in & mysteriously elusive manner was sending ship

was kind encugh fo give me my food and clothing. I am also grateful.

‘proceaded fo declare that it way the Agsistant Government Agent snd’

‘many traducers and thers was a good deal of opposition to his appoint-

So.1 stopped nearly |

_Coylon with General Roux, terminated a four and a half year sojourn in

The ease evoked considerable interest both from a point of -

A aecade ia.tar, during the World War No. i, when the enemy .
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after ship flying the British flag to the bottom of the Indian Ocean, the
wildest rumours ware cireulated that Engelbreeh#, the Boer who had not
tiaken the oath of allegiance, was apparently in communieation with the
enemy cruiser, The authorities did not pause to sift the truth of these
reports. Whather or not his failure to take the oath was mads fhe
oceasion for gonfirming the rumours about him, there ara none who will
What we do know iz that Engelbracht was arrested, remaved
from his posgt at the Yala Game Sanctuary, and detained in the Kandy
Barracks, Fis reinstatement in office a fow wesks later was in itgelf
# declaration thabt he had been found'innocent. Somebody had bung-

' _ led, and bungled badly in the hOpl of earning the smiles of official

fu.vour
The visié of the new Ewmden to Colombo in 1986, gave Mr. L. G.

" Poulier, a friend of this Boer sportsman, the opportunity 6o vindicate -

the bageless veports on which a harmless man was humiliated. - On the
tastimony of the Gierman officers who served on the Emden.at the time
of the raids, Bugelbrecht’s innogenee was placed beyond all shadow of
.doubt. Ingelbrecht died in Ceylon on the 25th of March 1922,

Bevond the wild, velentless waters of the 8iyx, the turbulent spirit
of the laszt man in 5000 who would not compromise, -had found eternal
rolease. A simple inseribed sbone in the Hambantots cemetery warks
the spot whera his mortal remaing were buried. In this setting the
rhytbmie- beat of s8a on shore, and the soughing winds of the open
spnces'sound a continuous dirge. Their mouarnful murmur echoes the
vearnings of these exiles whase mlsty eyes were sbtrained on avery hlll
and glade of green :

13

vessssnnneeens Till anguish keen

Di‘d ondte again a fresh hold take,

The dear dead voices of the veldt awaka
The might have heen,"”

(*“ In Bxile™, from the Diyatalawa ** Dum Dum "),
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GENEALOGY OF THE FAMILY OF NELL
OF CEYLON

(Compiled by Mr.. D, V. Altendorﬂ')
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I

Fraderlck August "Ne]l eams from the Cape of Good Hope, Souhh
Afries, as ‘' Hofmaeister ” o Colonel de Mouron. He married in the
. Duteh Reformed Church, ‘Wolvendaal, 8th Decembeor 1793, Catharina
Potronella de Fongeca. Ho had by her :—

1. Pierre, born 1795 died young
2. George, who follows under II.

: II ‘
: Gaorge Nell, baptised 17th Decamber 1797, married in 8t. Peter’s
Chureh, Colombo, 4th January 1893, Maria Elizabeth Conderlag, bap-
. tized 18th Ausust 1806, died 16th June 1844, daughter of Johan Fredrik
.Conderlag and Eliseheth Frifson {D, B. U. Journal Vol. 111 page#0, and
. Vol TX, page 71 and Vol. XXV, page 159}, He had by her :—

- ¢ 1, Qaorgiana, born 93rd May 1824, married in $b. Peters’ Church
~ Colombo, 6th March 1839, David Anderson of Roseboune. near Dum-’
fries {DD. B, U. Journal, Vol. 5 page 65.)

: 2, Hleanor, born 12th June 1825, died 12th November 1871 mat-

riad in Holy Trinity Chureh, Colombo, 19tk December 1850, Charles
" -Ambrose Iionel Lorens, Barrigter-at-Law, " Advocate of the Supreme
* Court of Ceylon, Member of The Legislative Council, 1856--1868 born
8th July 1829, died 9th August 1871, son of Johann Friedrick
Withelim Lorenz of Templeburg in Prussian Pomerania, and Anna
Petronella Smith (D, B. U. Journal Vol. III, page 49,and Vol, XXXI,
page 1} '
8 George Fraderick, Barvister-at-Law of Linesln’s Inn, Deputy
, Quean g Advaocate, born 12th Octubsr 1828, died 1867, (D.B.U. Journal

© Vol. XXXII, page 86)

4. ILiouis, who follows under 111,

.5, William, born 30th Ogtober 1832, died 1836.

6. Arnold, born 29th August 1834, died 1848. )

7. George Michael, M, D born 29th August 1836, died st Jaffna
in-1874, married in Holy Tripity Church, Colombo, 25tk Oc-
tober 1871, Hmelia Lorenz Poulier, born 16th July 1844,
daughter of George Pounlier and Adelaide Amelia Lorenz (D. B.

. Journa.] Vol. 111, page 49, and Vol. XXIV, page 29).
_ 111 .
Louiz Nell, CGrown Counsel born 28th November 1830, died af

Chmwmk in England, 17th May 1922 married :-

" {a) In Holy Trinity Church, Colombo, 4th September 1851,
Laucilla Julia Andree, born Mth September 1833, daughter of
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Andreas Everhardus Andres and Frederica Ma.rgmrb& Lorenz
(D, B U. Journal Vol, 6 page 17)

(b) In St. Paul’s Church. Kandy, 25th January 1B79, Carolme
Ehza Cherrington of the first marriage, he had

1. Marc ‘who follows under1V

Maud, born 29th Oetober 1853 marued in Holy Trmty Church
Golombc 24th Webruary 1878, Fradevick John de  Saram,

Proator and notary Publie, son of Frederick John de Saram

and Arnoldina Henvietta Martenez,
3. Paul, who follows under 'V
Ralph, whofollows under VI

=y

5. Ruth, born 218t February 1858, married 25th November, 1889,

Wilmot  Tidgar Leembruggen L.R.C.P, and 8. (EDIN), L.F.P.
and g, (@nas.) Assistent Colonial Surgeon, Civil Medieal
Department, born 26th. October 1856 died Bth Mareh 1984,
gon of Gerard Hendrik Leembrugpen and Hlisabeth Riberg
{D. B. U. Journal, Vol. IV. pages 26 and 27)
6% Agneg, horn 28th September 1859, married in Holy Trinity
Chureh, Calombo 24th June 1891, Chatrles Adalphus Lieembrug-
gon, Surveyor, Federated Malay States, born 14th November
1859, son of Gerard Hendrik Leembruggén and FHlisabeth
Riberg {ID, B. U. Journal VoI, IV, pages 26 and 28). o
, Firnegh, horn 28th Dzesmber 1860,
8. Winifrsd, L.M.S. (Ueylan) born 24th Mmch 1862 died Qéhh
. Augusy 1943,

~

9. Andreas, M.R.C.8. (Eng.), r.M. 8. (Ceylon), Consulting Sur-

geon, Vietoria Memorial Hye and Ear Hospital Celombo,
born 3rd May 1864.

10 . Tienel, born 5th September 1865,

11 John, born 5th August 1367.
Ot the second marviage he had '—

‘12, Pefronells, born 18th March 1880, died in Liondon in 1938,
19, Tiouis, born 18th May. 1888,

1Y

‘ Mare Nell, Inspachor of Police, born 18sh August 1852 married
. in Xoly Trinity Church Colombo 28th January 1875, Margaret Resaline

Toussaint, born 18th January 1853, widow of George William Koch
{D.B.T. Journa.l Vol. X paga 130} and danghter of Pater Frederick
Tonssaint and Susanna Blizaheth Koch {D. B, U. Journal Vol IV page
39, and Vol. X, page 129) He had by her :—

1. Luecilla Julia, born 10th January 1876

2. Rosaline Mary, married in Holy Trinity Chureh, Culambo 19th

Aypril 1899, Fradevick Bernard Toussainb, born 17th Anrll 1874 -
died 24th November 1945, son of Bernard Adrians Tofsgaint

and Franess Alice Jonklaaz (D). B. U. Journal Val, 1V, p'a.s{e
9, and Vol XXITI page 206.)
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v

Paul Nell, born 5th Febrﬁary 1868, married at Matale in 1881
Alice Newman, and he had by her :—

1 George Frederick, born 1882, died in Australia, married Wini-
fred Tringham. He had severa) sons and davghters,

2 Agnes Marion, born 80th Ostober 1884, married in 8t, Pail’s

- Church, Kandy, 23¢d January 1908, George Edmund de Silya,
Proetor, Minister of Health, Ceylon State Ceuncil. _

8 Elsie Ruth, born 5th August 1893, married in Scobs Kirk,

' Kandy, 28bh Dacembor 1916, Joseph Reginald Grenier, C.B.,

© M.LE,- (Lond), AM.LE.g. (Scotland), Inspectur of Mills, born
1lth Desamber 1879, san of Joseph Richard Grenier, Puisne
- Justice of fhe SBupreme Court, and Liydia Drieberg,. (D,B.U.
Journal, Vol, XXV, page 67, and Vol XXXIV, page 10). :

4 Paul Melvills, born 1896, sorved in the Great 'War, 1914—1918,
in the Royal Fasiliers, and was killed in action on 12th April

. 1917, (D.B.U. Journal, Vol. X1V, page 5},

5 Grace Mary, horn 12uh April 1899, married in St. Anthony's
Cathedral, Kandy, 1lfth June® 1923, Qswin Anshart Wright,
born 28th April 1896, son of Joseph Wiiliam Alfred Wright,
L.M.8. (Ueylon), Civil Medical Department, and Alice Josephine -
Van Langenberg. (D.B.U., Journal, Vol, RKXXVI, page 26),

6 Marc Ernest, who follows under VII,
Vi

‘Ralph Nell, born 23rd March 1856 married in Holy Tnmty
Churuh Golombo. 165h May 1887, Ch&rloﬁha Mabllda Ebert, and he had

__by her —

1 Saumer Ralph born 6th April 1888,

2 Bertram Ralph, born 20th December 1890,

3 Michael Balph, born 4th January 1893,

4 Doris Ralph, born 26th January 1895.
“5 Dorigz Ralph, born 1st January 1897,

6 Monic Ralph, born 27th Auguat 1899,

7 Lmecilla Petronella Ralph, born 14th Qectober 1901,
8 Louis Fredarick Ralph, who follows under VIIT,

VII .

 Marc Frnest Nell, born 9th Soptember 1905, marrled in'8t, Paul 8
“Ohurek, Kandy, 28rd December 1933, Mavis Helen Herfs, daughier of
Porsival Clement Herfs and Blsie Marian Willenberg. He had by

“her j—

1 Paul Maxe, born 28#11 Fabruary 1935,
9 Pamala Avaril, born §th May 1988._
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Louis Frederwk Ralph Nel, born 7th May 1904, married in 8b.
Paul’s Chureb, M:lagnya 91st May 1927, Helen Violes Wittebron, and

he had by her :—

1 TLouise Mareia, born 213[: May 1928,

9 TLounis Frederick Ralph, born 10th June 1931. ,
Note.—Dr. Winiired Nell, referred to under ILI, 8, was the first
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Ceylonese lady, who gualified to prachise medicine and surgery.

She was ahbao‘hed to the Lady Havelock Hospibal, Colombo.
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The Annual General Meeting,

The 39th Annual General Meetmg of the Unior was held in the
Union Hall on Saturday, the 29nd March a6 p.m. Dr. V. B. Bchok-
man, the President, occupied the Ghmr and about 100 members
‘rore present. After the distribution of awards in the Sinhalese
. -Hxaminations and the Billiards Tournaments, the President maved
.the following wotion which was carried with acclamation:—" The
Dutich Burgher Union desires to place on record its appreciabion of
the munificence, and its grafeful thanks for the generosity, of Dr.
_R. L. 8pittel for his donation of one acre of land at Kalubowlle for
“the establishment of 4 Home for the Aged.”

The President then reviewed the work of the Union during the
‘past year and thanked the Standing Committees, the General Jom-
“mittee, the Office-bearers and the office-staff for the valuable assigt.
ancé they had rendered him in carrying on the work of the Union.
After vemarks offered by some members, the motion for the adop-
tion of the Report and Accounts was carried unanimously.

The President then pronosad an amendment to role {t) of the
"By-laws providing. for credit being extended to a member up to a
“Yimib of Rs, 50, and this was unanimously carried. He then vacated
.the chair, which was cecupied profem by My H. K, de Kretser, who
referred to the good work done by Dr. Schokman during his first
year of office and proposed his re-election. The motion was carried .
“nnanimously, and Dr. Schokman, in resuming the Chair, briefly
- addressed the gathering.

. 'The election of the obher office-bearers was then proceeded with
and resulted as follows :— Honorary Secretary :, Mr, Fred Loos (re-
celected); Homorary Treasurer : Mr. L. Thomasz (ro-elected).

. General Committee: Colombe. Mr. D. V, Altendorff, Mr. T,

B, Blaze, Dr. T. R. Blaze, Mr, R. L. Brohier, Dr. F. B. R. Rartholo-
meusz, M¥¢. (. I.. Beling, Mr. O. P. Brohier, Mr. B, R. Blaze, Dr. H.
8. Christoffelsz, Mr. A, E. Christoffelsz, Mr. H. vanden Driesen, Mr.
C. BE. Foenander, Mr. A. L. B, Ferdinand, Mr, G. H. Gratizen, Mr, L,
"I, Hunter, My, C: M. Jepningd, Hon. Mr. A. B. Keuneman, Mr. H.
K. do Eretser, Mr, H. B, 8. de Kretser, My, F. B. Loos, Mr. W. J. F.
La Brooy, Mr, L. G, L, Misso, Col. W. B. V. de Rooy, Mr. C. C. Schok- -
man, My, 0. A Speldewinde, Dr. B. L. Spittel, Mr, B, A, vander
~ Btraaten, Dr. H, B, 8chokman, Mr. J. R. Toussaint, Dr. Sam de Vos,

Qutstation. Dr. V. H. L. Anthonisz, Dr. Brie Brohjer, My, A. E.
Buultjens. Dr. H, A. Dirckze, Mr. Frank Ernst, Mr. B. G. Jonklaas,
Col. A. Q. B. Jonklaas, Mr. O.T,. de Kretsor {(8r.), Mr, 0. T.. de Kretser
(Jr.), Mr. V. C. Kelaavt, Mr. H. B. Kriekenbeek. Dr. N. Kelaart, Dr, -
H. Ludovml Mr Wacee de Nlese Mr. F. W, BE. de Vos.

Auditors '-—Messrs Satchwhananda

Sehokman and de Silva
(re-elected). .
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At the conclogion of the meeting a collection was taken in aid
of the Social Service Fund, Then followed an At Home” to mem-
bers at which the General Committee were the hests, A Band was
in attendance and a pleasant time was spent. : '

. Thirty-ninth Annual Report
Your Commibttes has much pleasure in submitbing the fo'l]ow-
ing Report:—

Membership : —The npumber of memhefs on theroll at the end
of the vear under review was 560 as compared with 468 at the end
of 1945.

As at 1st January 1946 568
‘Add new members joined in 1948 -1
Add old members rejoined _ 4 4%
' 810
Liese resigned 20
L, died 6
.. struck off under Rule 6 (e) 14
., members wha have left the
* Island 10 50
| - 560
- Colombo Members :
- 1944 1845 1946
" Paying Rs. 1/50 281 271 291
’ .on Re. 1/" ' 4.3 - 25 20
" 50 cis 55 - 60 a5
QOutstation Members - :
Paying Re. 1/- 94 103 95
. 50 cts 92 99 - BY
Out of the Island 13 . 17 20
578 568 560

General Committee.—Eloven Committee Meetings and two

Speeial Committece Meeotings wers held during the year with an -

average attendance of 17 members.

Standing Committee for Ethical and Literary Purpose.—Six
Committee Meetings wars held during the year with an average at-
- tendance of 4 members.

Lectures on the following aubjects were delivered i— .

{1} “Medicine during the War and After ”” by Dr. J.R. Blazd.

(2) ' Serendipity or the Romance of Chemical Discoveries”
' by Dr. Bric Fonseka,

{3) “ Anthology of Ceylon Poems" by Mr. A. D Wooda.ll
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" Courtship and Marriage among the ancient Smhalese
by Dr. G. P. Malalasekera.
‘From Donoughmore to Sonlbury" hy Mr.

N. Nada-
rajah, ’

The attendance at these lectures was larger than asual.

The Journal.—Continues to play an important part in the life
of the Unian ; several articles of interest to the community were
. published and included the genealogies of many families. The num-
- ber of subseribers was 85. The Union owes a greait debt of grati-
tude to Mr. J. B. Toussaint for continuing to edit the Journal for
several years.

The Bulletin was edited by Mr. J. A, Leembruggen until Octo- .
‘ber 1946, when pressore of work compelled him to resign. The

- office has kept members informed of the activities of the Unwn for
~each month until a successor is appointed.

Reference Library —Although the Library has an extremely
good collection of books, very few membexq avml themselves of- 11;'-1 _
advanbages,

Standing Commlttee for Purposes of Social Service. —Hleven
- meetings were held with an average attendance of seven members,
The Receipts for the yvear amounted to Rs, 2,826.15 and included
c‘agrant of BRs. 504 from the Public Assistance Committee. .

Regular finanecial arsistance was given monthly to 22 persons,
‘while a sum of Rs. 379.70 was expended on hampers, which were
distributed at a Christmas treat givem on the 28rd December.
About 100 adults and children atfiended and thoroughly enjoyed
the entertainment provided. Old clothes and toys were also given
“away. The thanks of the Union are due fio those who gave dona,-
tions in cash and in kind towards this Christmas treat. ;

Standing Committee for Genealogical Research.—Eleven
“meotings were held with an average attendance of six members.
" Forty applications for membership in the Union were considered.

Standing Commitiee for Social, Recreation, Entertainment
and Sport.—Ten commibtes meebings were hald with an average
attendance of twelve members. The follcwing functions were held
durmﬂ 1946 :—

(1) 8t Valentine’s Dance in Febtuary
{2} Children’s Party in July
(3) Supper Dance.in August
{4) 0ld Folks At Home in September
() Founder's Day in Qetober
(6) Young Folks At Home on Christmag Day
(7Y New Year's Eve Dance,

; Billiards.— The Billiard tables continue to be popula.r Twentby-

our competitors participated in the 1948 Billiards Tournament
which was won by Mr. &G, A. H. Wille {jr.); Mr. J. J. Weinman
was the runner up,



128 ' THE JOURNAL OF THE

The Choral and Dramatic Group provided an excellent eyes
ning’s entertainment on the oceasion of *“ Old Iolks At Home' in
HBeptember and the conecert itéms on Founder's Day.

The Contract Bridge Group —met regularly every Friday. Two

suceessful duplicate games were held during the year. The first was

brought fo a close on the 7th May with a Dinner and the gecond

was played on the 14th June when a farewe!l Dinner was given teo
Mrs. ¥. J. T, Foenander.

Standing Commitiee for Increasing of Membership. This.

Commitfes did not meet during 1946, Many of those who joined
during the year wera introduced by meinbers of this Committee.

Standing Committee for Historical Manuscripts and Monu-
ments. This Committee meb once and had Dr. Paranavitane, the
"~ Archaeological Commissiongr, at this meéting. The achivibies of
this Committee wera summarised in the report made to the General
Committee and published in the journal,

Sub-Committee for Purchase of Shares in D.B.U. Building
Company Ltd.—Six of the Education Fund shares and fifteen of
the 8t. Nicolaas’ Home Fund shares were redeemed by the Union,
bringing the number of shares purchased by the general funds of
the Union to 153,

In addition the Union holds in trust for the Bdueation Fund 18
shates and for the Soeial Service Fuund 29 shmes making a gmnd
total of 200 shares.

Education—11 meetings were held during the vear with an
average abtendanee of six memhers, A Statement of Receipts and
Payments for the year in respact of the Bducation Fund from which
all mormal grants and current expenses sre metf iz published W1th
this report.

Ag’ compared with the previous year the total subscription in-
creased from Rs. 1,096.50 to Rs. 1,236.75. The number of subscribers
was 52 ag compared with 368, The fees or palt fees of 17 children
- were paid during the year.

The Commitbee regrafs to record the death of a very promising
medical student who was being helped from the Voeation Fund.

The sum ftio the credit of this Fund at the end of the year wag

Rs. 4,087.81.
The Education Endowment Fund has increased as follows
during the year:— . ,
Balance on 1/1/46 e Rs. 1,801 95
Refand from Agru,ultural Studenﬁ . 38 00
Subsoriptionsg : 335 00
Interest ' : 61 17
Dividends on shares | IR 27 00
Tranafer of shares ; T e 550 00
Bs. 2,606 12

AR AR,
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Speldewinde Trust Fund.—The sum of Bs. 120/- was expended
during the year in maintaining a student at the Industrial School

. Wellawatte.

" The Sinhalese Prize Examination was held in three divisions in

December. 32 candidates took up the examination. Although the

Sinhalese class for adults did not attract many students, the in-
tereat in it is being kept alive by a few enthusiasts.

Two students at the Umversﬂiy ware helped from the H1gher
Fducation Fund. The money was nsed pnmarﬂy for the purchase
of books.

St, Nicolaas’ Eve Fete,—This funciion attracted a very large
number of members; 261 children were entertained. The Police
Band and the Milhonalre s Band sopplied the mugic. Rs. 2,585.40
wag received by subscriptions and Re, 2,378.95 expended.

.St, Nicelaas’ Home Fund.—A plan for the building was sub-
mitted to the Comimittee by Mr. H, K, de Kretser. A sum of
Rs. 13,050.21 was subscribed by members making ‘the total at the
end of 1946 Rs. 20,997.10. .
Finance.-Eleven meetings were held with an average attend-
ance of 9 members. The excess of Income over Hxpenditure was
Rs, 850.66.

‘ F. R. LOOS,

Dony. Secretary.
D.B.U.

Addendum Dr. De Hoedt Medlcal Scholarship Fund,—Your
Committee hag pleasure in submibting for your information the
followmg report received from the Trustees of the Fund :—
“Apsigtance to the extent of Rs. 352/~ was rendered to a student
for the purchase of medical books. No fees were paid during
the year.
. The balance at credit in the Bank on $1st Decemb@r 1946
was Bs. 2,100.99.

A sum of Rs. 15,000/ is invested in Ceylon Government
3'3':% Defence Loan.”
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CEYLON IN THE SIXTIES.

{Continued from our lagtisgue).

" The ligh of mereaniile fivms in Ceylon recalls to mind the names of
" those who played an important part in the early political historyi of tha
island. Among these may be mentioned H. J. Darley, W. W. Mitchell,
G. B. Lieachman, the Mackwoods, J. M. Roberbson, George Wall and
Alfred Wisge. ‘ .
Ice had about this time hecome & luxury and a Company wag formed,
with the modest capital of £1,800 to manufactare it as well as nerated
waters in Colombe. Among thé Dirdcbors was the ubigvitous Dr. ¥, W.

Wilisford, whila the Engineer was Arthur Possner (5he prefix Von being =

probably added later}, and Iibenessr Rushridge, well-known in later
years ag the Librarian of the.Colombo Library, officiated as Agent.

Tanding and shipping of ecargo was atten ded to by the Colombo Boat
Company, tne of the four Directors being William Donnan, probably a

connsction of J, Donnan, Master Attendant. The Manager was William

Marey, who later discharged the dubies of American Conaul.

There were three newspapers, each publisbed by mutnal agreement
on two.days of the week, the "'Ceylon Observer” on Mondays s:,nd Th.ms-
days, the "'Ceylon Times” on Tuesdays and Hridays, and the Exla.mmer’
on Wednesdays and Baturdays. The'last named paper was edlte_d by
Lorenz, with Leopold Ludoviei as Sub-Editor and Franciz Bevin as
Asgsistant Editor. ‘

The two principal firms of Anctioneers were Liedward & Oo. .a,m?. ‘_.Tann
& Co. The latter had John Whatley Venn at its head—an individual
with musch foree of character, who wasreturned as member represent-
ing the Fort Ward in the Munieipal Council, along with Morgan, L_orenz
and ethers. Of Chemists, there wore two well-known firms—J. Maitland
& Ca. and O'Halloran Brothers. It is believed that thess two firms were
afterwards merged in Cargills and the Qolombo Apothecaries Company,
respecbively. The privata medical practitioners did ot numbell_' more
than gix, two of them only being qualified Doctors. This explains bhe
amall number of private dizpensaries. g

Hotel accommodation was very limite&, there being only four asbab-
lishments, Of these, the one which tock firsh place was the Galie Face

Boarding Housge, the predecesgor of the present Galle Face Hotsl,

followad by the Boyal Hotel in the Fort. 8ir Saruel Ba.ker‘, on_ his
fivst visit to Ceylon, stayed at the latter Hotel, aud_hq describes ik ag
“yery white and clean througout but there was & barr}-llke appearance,
a8 Ghere is througout most private dwellings, Whmh' banished 'a.ll
idea of comfort”, Two other ingtitutions weve ''Bastian’s Boarding
House™ in the Fort, and "Prince Alired Inn” in the Pettah,

(arriage hiring was a fairly lucrative nccupa.hipn, ] and fthere were
%4 pereons drawn from ali communities engaged in it. Many of the
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" houdes were not provided with facilities for the ascommodation of a

horse and catringe, and whers this was so ingenuity supplied the defi-
cieney, the horse being led through the drawing room to ity makeshifs
stables at the rear of the house, whils the carrisge found a temparary
resbing-place for the night on the front verandah. .

The profession of nursing was then only in its infaney, and bad not

- aftained the important place which it has sacursd today in the domestic

life of the people. ‘And so it is nok gurprising to find only five monthly
nurses offering their services, all bearing English names—Campbeli,
Beard, McClay, Lavery, Wiiking. At thig period nursing was apparently
regarded as the exclusive fleld of married women, for only these figure
in tha list, : : :

. Music of a kind was taught in thoge days, bub it was not regarded
a8 an indispensable adjunct to a complete education. - If theiMusic

~ keachers of that day did not reach very high professional standards, they

made up for this deficiency by being the hearers .of inpressive mames,

such as Bottinelli, Stephenson, Silvaf, Quiotal and Sscherpel. In ad-

dition to music, Silvaf held himself odt as a " Portrait and Landscape
Painsor’,

A class of parson who does nob resorb to ,advartis’ing himself ab

" the present day is the Pundit, but in the days of which we spaak there

wag nob this reldctance shewn. Blaven Tamil and two Sinhalese Pundits

“ faced the limelight, two of tha former under the aliwses of Henry

Kuight and Q. W. Roakwell, Among the Sinhalese Pundits we find the
farmnous name of Batuantudawe. ‘

The compiler of the Almanac gives us useful information about
Churoh and School matters. The Church . of England in Ceylon was
dependent st this tima & preat deal for the work in Ceylon on the Society

“for the Propagation of the Grospal. "Mhe President of the fooal branch

wag the Bighop of Colombo and the Secretary and Treasurer was the

" Rev. James Bacon. The Committee was composed of leading public men

-of the day, inclading Alfred Wise, who has already been mentioned,
C. A. Lorenz, and of course Dr ¥, W. Willisford.

" The Bishop of Colombo filled the dual office of Visitor and Warden

of 8t. Thomas’ College, with the Rev. James Bacon as Sub-warden and

Bursar. The Rev, Hugh Calverly Claughton, (probably a brother of the

Bishop of that name) was Classical Tubor, while John Woodhouse was

" 2nd Master, and Messrs. Franciz Henry Pereira, A.de A. Seneviratne,

and 8. G. Bdwards, all of whom wore known to many of the ‘pragent
ganeration, were 1s6, 9nd, and 3rd Masters, reapectively. Thers was a

- Boarding School “for daughters of native gentlemen” under the direo-
- tion of the Bishop, ;

The names of medical officers in charge of Colombo institiutions

- recall to mind some of those wha later rose fo distinetion. Dr. O. A,
" Kriekenbeek was in charge of the Lunatic Asylum, and Dr. Bichard

- Andree presided ovet the destinies of the General Hospital, which must
" ab that time kave been a very modest inafitution, with Dr. F. A, Van-
“‘derSmagt as hig’ agsigtant. Dr, W. C, Ondaatje was in eharge of the
- Hulfbsdorp Jail and the Seamen's Haspital in the Pettah, Dr. H. L.
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Koch agsisting bim, The first atbernpt in the direction of a Private
Hospital was mada by Dy, Siman De Malho Aserappa. with his '‘Merchant
Seamen’s Hoapital and Consulting Room™ in Chatham Strect, Fort.

The rates of admission were one guivnea for entrance and. two shillings
a day for die$, medical treatment and attendance, |

The Pettah Library, whlch ragched the hayday of itw prospanty
when Mr, G. A. Wille was its Secretary, was established at this fime,
among $he Committes Mambers heing C, A, Loreng, C. L. Ferdinands,
J. 8. Driaberg and J, A. VanGayzsl. Cornglius Dickman, Assistans
Auditor Geuneral, was its first Secretary. The number of members was
202 and the number of volumes 2,884. The Roman Catholice, too,
established a Library of their own at this btime, among the office-bearers
baing Joseph Wickwar (Vies President), Marcus Lewis Vander Straaten
and- Adrian V&nSa.nden {Committee Members)

There were etghh Cricket Clubs at this period, but the Goiha Oricket

Club had not then eéme into being, Thers was an Archery Club, a
S8hooting Club, a Quoihs Clob and a Paper Hunt Club, thess being the
recreations in vogue in thoes days. Music was represenfed by the
Philbarmonic Society and the Quartette SBociety. Freemasonry was very
popular among the Burghers, most of whom favoured the Sphinx Lodgs,

among them baing Dr, G, A, Krickenbeak, C. A. Lovenz, . L. Herdi.
‘nands, Samuel-Grenier, A. S. Andree and L. Ludovici.

J.R. T.

(To be centinued )
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NOTES OF EVENTS.

OF 1HE

Summary of proceedings of the General Committee—19th November,
1946 :~—(1) A vote of condolence was passed on the death of Mr, Hugh
Joseph. (%) Tha foliowing were admitted as members :—Miss 1. E.
Collette, Mrs. G. B, Leombruggen, Messrs. {. B. Anthonisz, H, €. de
Kistaer, G. H. Wambeek, F.E. G. van Buren, J. C. B, Ferdinande, R.
S. D. Jansz, A, W. W. Toussaint, and C. J. van Alpen. (3) The fellow-
ieg Bxecutive Committes was appointed in conmection with the pro-

posed Carsnival : —The President, the Honorary Secretary,the Honorary

Treagurer, Si. Neécolaas' Homs Fund: Messre. H. K. de Rratger and
A. E. Christoffelss, Entertainment and Sport; Dr. Bam de Vos, Mr. H.
K. 8. de Kretsar, Social Service:: Mrs. B. C. Kelaart; Mia. A, L. B.
Fordinand, Bducation : Mesgrs, C. A. Speldewinde and L. L. Hunter.

17th December, 1944 :—Vatas of condolence were pazged en the
deaths of Dr. B, R. Licos and Mr. G. P, Keuneman, (2) A vots of con-
gratulation was passed on the attainment by Mr. and Mrs, Bidgar vander
Straaten of the 50sh anniversary of their marriage. (3) Messrs, H. F,
Ferdinands and A. L. Smith wera admitted as members of the Union.
{4} Mr. C. P. A. Jonklaas was re-admitted as a member. {5} The resig-
nation of membership of Mr. H. B. Hunter was accepted, -

21st January, 1947 :—(1) Votes of congratulation were passed on

M:. R. 8. V. Poulier, ¢.B.E., and Major V. C. Kelaars; 0.B.E. (2) Messrs. -

A. C. Joseph, B. G. M. Todd, and D. M. N. Toussaint were admifted as
members of the Union. (8) It was decided to postpoue the Carnival
for 4th and 5th July 1947, (4) M. ¥. A, van Cuylenberg was re-
admitted a8 2 member.
P. G. Baerengar and H. W. Hatch wers aceepted.

16th February, 19247 :—(1) Read letter from Mr. -John” Wilson,

Procuor, satting out the Procedure to ba adopted for the rapresanb(m;ion :
2) It

of the Unioa Trustees at Meatings of the Building Company.
wag reported that tha plan for the B, Nicolaas' Home for the Aged,
prepaved by Mr. H, K. de Kratser, with two glighb alterations, had been
aceepted, and tha transfer of the land donaked by Dr. R. L. Spittel had
baen affected. (3) It was reported that Mr. J. R. Tonssaint had agreed
40 resumse the Bdihorshlp of the Builetin. (4) The following resolution
was passe& —"' This Committea resolvaed to transfer at par two of its
gsharas in the Datch Burgher Union Buildings Qommiftas to the person
holding the office of Prasident (if required 6o make him sligible for
alection ag a Diractor of tha Company) on tha undergtanding that he
will transfsr them hack to the Union at par on vacatmg his office of
Prasident "'

18th Marck 1947 :—11) Mr. K. L. Christoffelsz was admitted as
a member of the Union. {2} It was raported thab arrangements ware
heing mada for the Rav. A. Clifford Wilson'to deliver ‘a lecture on the
29nd May. (3) The ms:gna.ﬁlon of membershlp of Mr. G A, H. Keune-
man was accepted.

Obituary : —Wa regret to record the death, which cceurred on the
6th Tebruary, of Me,. T. D. \[{&ck Proctor and Notary.’ The deceased,

(5} The rasignations of membership of Messrs.
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who was 84 years of age, was the son of the late Mr. J, W, Mack, well-
known in_his day as Secretary of the District Court of Colombo.
My, T, D. Maok was held in high ssteem as a Proctor by reason of his
high integrity and close atbention to business. He was noﬁed for his
charm of mapner and wag a valued member of the Union.

The death alse ageurred; on 22nd February, 1947, of Miss Florence
Ymdekens, eldest davghter of the late Mr. Bbenezer Ludekens,

 Qurselves - —With this issue we close Val. XXX VI of the Journal.
A new volums will opan with the issue for July, Wa would take thig
ppportunity of inviting more membars to become subseribers, Thay
searcely number a hundred at present while the tofial mambershlp is
maa.rly 600. The annual subscription.is only Rs. & for four guarterly issues,

" THE JEW IN LITERATURE.

' The Jawish * Terror > that is s4ill raging in Palestine brings before
“ug again one of the most diffieult problems in higtory. The Jew has
baan a problem for ages, a polit‘.ical, religious, and social problem, and
“the ptoblem ig yot unsolved. ' He has nevsr been a popular or weleome
figure in any country, but always the vietim of ridicule and oppression ;
at the best of sullen toleration. He has aceumulated wealth, and
‘wealth has given him political power ; bub that wealth avd power have
~made him the envy and the fear of nations. _

‘What could ba done with a peo_'ple who were regarded as almost s
necessary evil? Thoy could not be exferminated either by massacre or
" by persecubion. Their religious and social exclusiveness made i5 imposg-
"sible to live with them as intimately and ag freely as with other people.
Amang them, however, there wera men amnd women of exceptional’
“brilliance in literaturs, statecraff, and busginess; men like Heins,
‘Lasallg, the Disreelis, tha Rothschilds, &e, Why not find them a home
of their own, especially in Palesfine whence they vame? Zionist
_movements ware organized a hundred yearsg ago, bub the Jews as'a
‘body preferrad to stay whers they were. The Arabs in Palestine wero
also opposed tm a Jawish Stata in their midst, To the Arabs too
Paléstine is a ** holy ” land, though why is not so clear. The avents of
+the last fifty vears have induced the Jews to change their minds. Thay
sare not only willing, but apparenfly anxious to settle in Palesting and
restore the throne of David. But the Arabs will hoti have it,

The story of the Jewa in England—they were brought there in
1066 by William the Conqueror—is given in full and masterly detail by
~Dr. Montague ‘Modder in his hook™. Dr.Modder is well rememberad
~in Ceylon as a prominent artist and journalish not mwany years ago. He
"hus since settled in America, where he is Professor of English in Beloit
~Collega. This book ig a-tribube to his distinction a8 a teacher, a writer,
wand an earnest student of Literature.  The painstaking regeareh that

- - *THe Jew in the Literature of Englcmd, by Montague Frank Modder—Fhila.
elptua 1939. .
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has rasulted in thig well- prlnted volume of 435 pages ls sqarcely reahzed
by a reader who is carried away by the c!ea.rness and vivacity of Dr.
Modder’s style and method.

" The first chapter deals with Medieval England, and here a place is
found for the legend of the Wandering Jew. In Tudor times the Jew
was fhe viotine of reproach and scorn, leading Marlowe and Shakespeare
to portray him ' as money-lender, villain, and hook-ncsed hankerer
after Christian bleed”. DBuf Shakespearea real feelings towards the
Jow are a matter of divided opinion.

Farly in the seventeonth century certain Jews, know:n a8 Marranos,
gottled in England, They appear to have professed Chrigtianity whils
observing Judaism in secret. It was hotly debated at the time whether

Jews should be allowed to settle in England, strong objeections bemg.

raised. But this tenaclous race persigted, and the eighteenth and nine-

teenth sentury saw the dawn of a new era. Hore We have reading of -

special interest to modern readers. The author’'s thoughtful summary

of the whole story i a valuabls contribmtion to our undarsta.ndmg of.

the subgect‘.
L. E. BLAZE.
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