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Joumel of the 5 a3 "

— THE —
? ‘Dutch Burgher Umon of Ceylon
DUTCH IN CEYLON *

" Voo, XXXVIL] - JANUARY, 1948,  [Ne. 1.

'THE JUDICIARY — PAST AND PRESENT.

* On the 15th February, 1796, the'eapitulation of Colombe fook
place. It is inher’eeiﬁng to note that ip the midst of war the laws
had not besn silenk, - " Arbicle 23 of the conditions offered by the
Dutch Governor of Ceylon, Van Angotbeek, for the capitulation was in
this form: :

“All (31v11 Suits depsndmg in the Councll of Justlee sbell be
deelded by the same Couneil accordmg to our Laws.”

- The British answer. was, Granted bt they must be decided
in twelve monﬁhs from thig da.te

*  The Dutch Courts. .

. The reference to the Council of Justice was to the Hof Van
Justitie. Aceording to Sir Richard Ottley, Chief Justice of Ceylon in
hig reply dated 1830 dealing with the Dutch Courts to the Royal
CUommission of Enquiry, the first and highest Court was the Hof
van Justitie, which exercised an original jurisdiction in all suits
hetween Europesns or the descendants of Hurcpeans, where the
sithject mabtter wag more than 120 rix dollars in value.

-~ This Court also exercised an original eivil jurisdietion over
Binhalese in the Fort of Colombo or at any place within Kayman's
Gate, where the gubject mabber was over 120 rix dollarg in value.

- TPhig Court in Colombo also exercised an appellate juriediotion
.over the Landraad Court of Colowbe, and over the Hof van Klsine
" Gerechts Zaasken, as well as over the Hof van Justitie of Galle, of
Matara and of Jeﬂna ‘

_ It ‘was the ‘‘highest Court in Ce‘ylon, and the Oourt of last
resorh 'in all mablers mvd and criminal, But an appeal la.y from
its judgment fp Ba.tnvm ’

Next -in erder wag the Court of Landre&d which exermsed
igdiction over Sinhaless in respect of disputes re]a.tlng to- land,
in matters of contract and debt where the mabber in dlspute
xceeded 120 nx doilare. P :

R, G. ANTHONISZ, 1. 5. 0.
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Iniermr to. the Landmad was the Hof wvan Gereuhts Zaaken:
This wag purely :

* for contracts and debbs not exceeding 190 rix dollars.
a ¢ivil court and had no eriminal ]urudwhmn

At Galle hhere wara similar courts, with the Hof. van Jus[ntla atb
the top; and a mmllar system preveiled in Jafina.

Ag regardy crlmmal aourts, the highest wag the Hol van jushitia

at Colombo, bub there were subordinats Courts at Galle, Matara and
Jaffna, from whom an appeal lay to the Hof van Jugtitie at Colombo,
and from there to Batavia.

Below the Hof van Justitie was the Oourt of the Flscal
ook cogmsa.naa of. minor oﬂ’ences.

Dutch Courts cease to function.

Of the Gourﬁs mentioned abova, the Landra.ads and other Courta :

apparently ceased to exercise ]urlsdlc_mon afi.the time of the ecapitulation,

The Hof van Justitie was allowed to function for one year. The Xsland .

“wan thus left. withont legal courte.” The Dutch officials who were still
subjects of Holland firmly.refused for some period to take the cath-of

alleginnce and aecept. judieial appointment under the British Orown. 3

Special meagures had tio be taken to meet this situation.

By tha Proclamation’ of the 23rd September, 1799, it' was
- published and declared that the administration of Justice and Police in
Ueylon should be axercised by all Courts of Judicature, Civil and Crimi-
nal, Magistrates, and Ministerial Officers according to the laws and
ingtitntions that subsisted under the ancient Government of the United
Pravinees, subject to any alteration resulting from emergeney or neces-
gity, and subject tio any alterations contained in the Procla.mat.:on and
those which may subsequently be made.

Undar this Proalamat;on certain forms of puniahment ware aboligh-
ed, and hanging was made the ordinary punishment for a ecapital
offence, and it was ordered that in crlmmal casaa the proceadings should
be puhhe and in open cour.

" Further, the. crtmmal ]urlsdmhlon of the three ch!ef courts of the .

“towns of Colombo, Jaffnapatam and Galle—Hof van Justitie—was
consolidated and exercized by one tribunal only, Meanwhils, as before,
the Flsca.l was to take cognizance of inferior offences

As. ragards the civil courts, the jnrisdiction of the Civil or Town
Courbs of Colombo, Jaffnapatam and Galle was extended to cover all
civil sauses of whataver amount. These ecourts were styled "' Civil
Courts
judges for tha Griminal Court.

The County Qourts er Liandrasds were to. ba restimed,

" Phe Governor, bthe Commander of the Forees, and the Seerstary to

the Governmenk were to form a Court of Appeal, and the right to appes] -

therefrom to the ng in Counecil was permitted where the value was
ovar £500 or 5000 rix dollars.
Govarnor and suck chief or assumate judge as he ma.y appoint,

wh.ich_

There was o be one judge for the Civil Court, and thres -

In certain cases appeal was. to the'

-

the time limit -imposed in the Capitulation came into effact,
‘provisions wore devised to meet the situation which resulbed ftom this

Procedure was introduced to ges rid of ™
: taken place,
‘those ol the same and in different causes in the same court.” Ths
‘transition from .
M gummary "' procedure established had not gone smoothly,

DUTCH BURGHER UNION - 8

By the Proclamation of the 14th October, 1799, the consolida-

“tion 'of tha criminaljurisdiction of the three Town Jourts was completed,
~and the Supreme Court of Criminal Jurisdiction was established,
interesting to note that of the five judges appdinted oie was Major-
“(tanaral Hay Macdowal, another was Hugh Olegharn, the Secretiry to

It is

The other two
By this Proclamation the

the Government, and ‘a third was Colenal Champagne,
were a barrister and a eommercial rasident.

-Gourt of Appeal in civil cases was also set up as a separate body.

The failure of the Duteh Courts to function was referred to in
another Proclamation of the same dabe, whera it is said that * the said

“Courts of Judicature on a sudden discontinued and sur-ceased .the per-

ormance of their judicial funetione.” -In faet, as already mentioned,

Special

and to provide for the intermediate period.

By the Proclamation of the 22nd January, 19.1 a Code of Qivil

the great diversity which has
notonly between courts of different denominations but in

the . procedure of the Duteh Courts to the pew
Charter of 1801,

Tt is interssting to consider this period of transition. The predo-

‘minance of the executive and of the military in the realm of the ad-
. ministraticn of justice is marked.
18th April, 1801, that the establishment of the real]udlclary emerged:

It was ot until the Charter of

The prineipal feaﬁure of hbls Charter was the establishment of &

Court of Record, called the Supreme Court of Judicature in the Island
~of Ceylon,

That Court was to consist of a Chief Justice and-one Puisne
Justice, who had o be barristers of not less than five vears standing.
Thls Gourt had a seal bearing His Majesty's Arms,

The jurisdiction of the Supreme Court: embmced ]urlsdlctmn in
eivil eases in respect of the Mown aund Fort of Colombo and the

- surrounding ‘District ag defined by the Governor, and over all Furopears
resident in Ceylen.

4 But the jnrisdiction of the Landraad of Colomto
wasg reserved in the cage of Binhalese and Muslims, The Conrt had also
a criminal jurisdietion in the cage of several important criminal cfences.

- Further, the Court exercised ]unsdmtlon in Matrimonial and Testament-
-ary Cases and granted probates of wills and letters of administration,

It is interestiog to note that this Court was also constituted a Court

of Equiby, similax to the Court of Chancery.

. The Charter of 1801 also established a Court of Record styled .

_The High Qourt of Appeal in the Island oneylon with jorisdickion

to hear and debermma appeals from any Conrts of Justice in Ceylon——
exoept the Supreme Court of Judicature already mentioned, The Judges

_' of this Court were the Governor, the Chief Justice, the Puisne Justlce
and the Beeretary of State, or any two of them. This Couit had its

:own geal. There was to be an: ulhmmte appeai to bha King in-Counecil,
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"~ The first Chief Justice was Slr Bdward Qodringhon Ga.rrmgton. and
kha first Puisne Jugtice the Rt. Hon. Mr. E, O, Lushingion.

In the samae vear (Proolamation of 206h August, 1801) English was
mada the nfﬁmal language of 6he Courts.

Conflicts.

The newly won authority of the Supreme Court wag not always
acknowledged, and in the early vears there was on occasion conflict
betwaen this Court on the one side and the military and the executive
authority on the other, As early us.1804 the Supreme Court had ooca-
sion to isgune a Rule on the Commander-in-Chief and ILieutenant-
Governor of the Island to appear in Court and answer a charge of
: .conbempb The Ganeral appearad in Court surrounded by the officers of

the garridon, and the parade ground in the vieinity of the court was
filled with soldiers. The officars wore their swords and the soldiers had

fized bayonets. Thae Chief Justice objeeted to this display of fores,

and tha erier of the court was directed o proclaim thab no one wag o
remain in the court premises with swords or bayonets, and the order

wag immediately enforeed, even in the sase of the Genersl and his suite. -
In the result the General wag ordered to enter into recognizances to keep

the peace in the sum of Rs. 100,000, and the Fiscal was charged to take
hig body in custody until he should comply with the order. The
General entered ittto the recognizances and the matier ended there,

Bu!i this inecident had a sequel, for the Supreme Court was shortly

" after removed from the Fort $o the "' spacious and airy house of

Mr. Bertolacei with a sufficient demesne around it "', and since then the

Bupremes Jourt has been housed at Hulitsdorp. The Judges protestad
against this removal but the protest was without avail.

* In 1807 again a conflict arose betwesn Governor Mmbland and E.C,
Lushingfon who had now become Ohlef Justieo. Ma.lﬁland appsears to
have held the view that in the East  the intrusion of a Judge on the

‘Savereign's sphera .of action ig nothing more or less than a challenge to
His authority,” The details of the conflict are not quite clear, bub the

upshot of it. was that the Chief Justice received an appoinbment-in -

England- and the Governor Maitland remained in Ceylon and regarded
himgelf ag having trlumphad -

By 1802 the Landraads bagan to give way to the new Provmcml .

~ Courts which were get up, and the Magistrates no longer functioned as
Fiscals but under the denomination of Juskices of the Peace or Slhtlng
' ’Ma.gxstmtes

Charter of 1810,

- The next landmark in the hisﬁlory ol the Judiciary is the Chs:rﬁer of
. the 6th August 1810. By this the Supreme Court of Judicature was

‘constituted a Court-of Civil and Criminal Jurisdiction, wish full power *
and authority to administer justice and law in-every part of Ceylon and
over all its inhabitants in mabters eivil ard eriminal,  The Supreme
-Court was to sit intwo divisiens, the Chief Juatice presiding over the
First Divigion and the Puisne Justica over the Second Division. The

DUTCH BURGHER UNION . 5

"Chiet Justice was to sib 1n'0010mb6 and be in charge of the Southern -

portion of tha Island, and §he Puisne Jostice was to sit at Jaffnapatam

‘and to have jurisdiction over tha Northern porhlon Fach division was
~ta have the powers of the whole Oourh but provisien was made’ for the
“Judges to sit together in certain eases of 1mperha.nea

The Provineial Courts were unnecessary and were aboliebed, but

- the Landraads were revived in certain distriets. The P{rocl'a,ma.tion ‘of
“the 12th November 1811 brought these provisions into effect.

Trial by Jury.

Tﬁis Charter of 1810 is also of importance becauss it introduced Trial
hy Jury in Oriminal Qases before the Supreme Court. Originally the panel

“congisted of 13 jurors drawn from a list prepared from each Provinee or

District, of ** good and sufficient persons with such qualifications as are

" 1aid down " in Rules 6o be framed by the Chief Justice. . Bub provision
wag mada, where it was necessary to seeure an impartial trial, for &

direction to have on the panel ]urors consisting of British or Europeans

. or Sinhalese only.

The Proclamstion of the 23rd Novamber, 1811, introduded this

change into Ceylon with an 1nhereahm'g, if somewhat pompous, injunetion

to the people-of Ceylon. °° Ag it isin the nature of a Jury that while

"__every parson admitted into that body exercises to & certain extent the

office of & Judge over his fellow subjects, each in his turn is subjected
totha impartial judgment of his neighbours and equals.......:-All clasges
of inhabitarts will on the one hand seb a due value upen a Trial so
universally celebrated, and on the other hand be sensible of the

. important . functions they are ealled upon to fulfil and a.spma to the
" respeckability which may antitle them to so great a trust.

I may merely add that 13 jurors gontinued to funetion until by
Ordinance 3 of 1883 the number of jurors was to consist of an uneven
nambor, not less than 7 or more than 9. In the case of offences punish-

‘able with death 9 jurors were essential.” By the Oriminal Procedure

Codea of 1898 the number of jurors in all cases was reduced to seven.
By this Ordinanée a bare majority was nob enough, and no legal verdmt
of less than five to two could be entered.

Albhough the impartiality and efficiency of trial by jury in Ceylon
has on oceasion been disputed, on the whola the teskimony of no less an.
authority than Sir Charles Marshall, C.J. " to the conscientious, intel-

“ligent and independent digeharge-of their important dulies by all elasses

of jurors in Ceylon ' will, I think, have general acceptance,

- Trial by Jury in Ceylon must always be connected with the name
of Bir Alexander Johnstone, for it was mainly due to his efforis that
this gystem was introduced here. This eminent Chief Justice will also
‘he remembered for the setive part he pla.yed in ‘preparing the way for
the abolition of slavery in Caylon.

The Charter of 1810 i9 a'very interesting experlment. By it wag
constituted a body approximating to a High Court of Justice on the

Euoglish model, with jurisdiction over the whole of Ceylon in matters
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both civil and eriminal. Bub there was one m&rkeﬁ d1ﬁ“erence from the’

BEnglish system, in-that there was no provision fomppeala within Ceylon
from the Supreme Court, more particularly in civil matéers. The

Appellate Court did not entertain appeals from the Supreme Court,—

and in faeb it would have been absurd to do so as the appeal would have
ordinarily lain to the very judges who: had tried the ease originally, Tk
is interasting fo speculate upon the possibility of our system having
developed upon the lines of the Charter of 1810. It is possible that we
may in Ceylon have approximatad to what has been called '' the cenfra:
" lised gystem”

' “justics is centralised in the Judges of the Saprems Court, who deal with
the great bulk of original eivil jurisdietion, The Supreme Court also
has a eivil appellate ]urlsdlctlon but only from inferior courts sreated

to deal with the smaller cases. The Supreme Court also exercises an

omgma.[ ]umsdwhmn in criminal cases and tries the mere lmportant
eased, such ag murder, huy it algo hears appeals from the minor ori-

minal eourts, I think that sueh 2 development would have been
ill-suited to Ceylon, particularly as regavds civil jurisdiction and the
right of appeal in thai respeect. The original criminal jurisdietion
of the Supreme Court always existed and was well suited to Ceylon

conditieng, On the whols it was fortunate that the Charter of 1810
. wag nob ‘persisted in, as regards the civil jurisdiction of the Supreme
Courk, althoygh the soluh\on of the Gbarher of 1811 was algo not very
satisfactory,

U Howe_ver, it was not these considerations bhab decided the fate of
. the Charter of 1810. Trial by Jury had been supported by Governor
;('-H‘\i[a.itland vory largely to off-sei the a.ubhorlty of the Bupreme Qourt.

But the Charter itself did not raproduce the ideas of the Governdr. In .

tha Insbiuctions accompanying the Charter, while the Governcr was to
be regurded as the Reyresentative.of the Crowo, bhe Chief lﬂistlce Was
to be Presideant of the Couneil, and the Great Seal was to be in the
custody of the President.. Undoubtedly this-gave the Chief Justice very
high political powers. This did not fail to be obnoxious to the Govsrnor,
and it was probably this aspect of the matter which decided tha fate of
the Charber of 1810. On consaideration it does appear undseirable that
the Chief Justice should have $hose political powers,

Charter ol-' 1811,
In fact the Charter of 1810 lagted only for a few months

dealing-with the mabter I have referred fo, this new Charter revoked and
annulled the extension of the eivil jurisdietion of the Supreme Courk
contained in bhe earlier Charter, arid restored only the jurisdicétion which
the Supreme Court had prior to the earlier Charter,, The division of
the Suprems Court into northern and southern divisions wds also abo-
lished. The Provincial Oourts which had been done away with were
revived or restored.
within the nexh few years.

of the judiciary which iz found in other parts of the
British HXmpire. Under that system the whole administration of

. apon it.
_gpirit of any act of the Legislature, I may feel that T am myself as wall
“ag, the poorest subject in this Island liable to its operation. I may feel

It was -
followed closely by the Charter of the 30th Qotober, 1811, Besides -

These changes were gmdually brought info eﬂ“ect_ S
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Judiciary vs. Executive.
It may ba ol interest o record a very sharp clash between the

Sapreme Gourt and the Executive Authority in the year 1824. It arose -

with regard to the isgue of a Writ of Habsas Corpus in respect of a per-

son who way eventually diseovered—after a great deal of evasion by

" yarious aubhorities—to be in the eustody of the Fort Adjutant, Objeec-
tion was baken to the iasue of the writ to any military person.  There:
“had bean namerous precedents for susch an issue, ineluding the issue of -
" such & writ in 1804 which resulted in the centroversy of that year,
which I have already referred to. The Judge was about to issue the
writ when the Advocate Fiscal desired time to communicate with
. Government, andertaking shat nothing would be done in the interval to
. ghange the state of the cage. However in the interval a Regulation

made by the Lieutenant-Governor was ena.cﬁed which, in the language

: of 8ir Hardinge Giffard, Chief Justioce, '* deprives the Qourt of all right

of enquiring into the cause of any person being so detained whom the

- Governor, tha Secremry, or the Depuby Seorefary by his authority may
have ordered to be imprisoned; it excludes the Court from even a sight |

of the pearson so imprisoned, and its oparablon exfiends bo every human

* being in this Tsland or aven on board a ship in its roads and barbours.”

1 may add that it seems elear that the Advoeate chal was no party
to this ehange i in the staté of the case.

When the anuxry was resumed, in.a dlgmﬁed judgment the Chief
Jastice ‘declared:
emanatea from a compestent legislative authority, and whataver may be

~our feah'ngs upon the gubjseok, we have no cholce but ho act under i as

long as it is permitted to. remmn in force."

But the Chief Justisa did not a.ltogeﬁher refrain from all comment
“Tt-would ill become a Judge to make obgérvations upon the

this Regulation places Ceylon in-the situation of being the only part of

- His ‘Majesty’'s Dominions in whieh anything like such an snactment-
- pravails, bot I must ackoowladge the power of the GOVernor to make
: sueh or any obhef Regu[atmn whatever.” - :

Yeh human power may find a hlmlt.a_;tion when it gseeks to operate
upon the mind, and wher this Regulation undertakes to declare that to

" have besn the law of this Island which the Chief Justice,+.-..-the Advo-

cate Fiseal,....-.the whole stream of preeedents and......the uniform

usage of the Supreme Court declare not to have been the law, it is no ..

To this regulation it is our duty to submit ; it .

irreverence even of his high aut‘.horﬂsy fo suppose that it may fali shork ‘

. of eonvinaing the understanding.”

Thereafter the matter remained-in ‘absyanece in Ceylon untJI the -

Otder in Council of the 1st November 1830 was received.” This dia-
allowed the Begulation made by the Lisutenant- (Governor and upheld
ke right of the Suprems Court to issue Writs of Habaa,s_(lorpus.
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" Courts Prior to 1833.

Prior to 1833, besides the subordinate ecourts I have mentioned,
‘namalythe Provincial Courts and the Courts of the Sitting Maglshates,
‘thare had been other courts Whlch it is nof. at the moment necessary
-t0 mention. These courts * differsd among thergelves in respect of
their consbitution, of their rules of proeedure, and of the kinds and
degrees of the jurisdictions which-they exercised within the limits of
their rospactive distriets or provinces.” In addition there were various
Courts of Appeal besides the one Court of Appeal I have mentioned,
which had the Chief Justice and the Puisne Justice among its members.
The existence of several independent Appellate Judieatures tended
‘ to introduce uncerfainty into the administration of justice”. Further,

the system which I have deserihed applied only to the maritime pro--

vinees and was not infroduced into the Kandyan Provinces which had
_baen broughﬁ under hha British Crown,

Kandyan Courts,

Before the advent of the British there had been a regular hlaramhy
of courts in Kandy. The Supreme Jidicial Power residad in the King
and was exercised in Original Jurisdiction or in Appeal. 'The original
jurisdiction was mainly ezercised in cases between prineipal chiefs and
officers of the Court, in suits hetween priests for principal temples or
bouefices, and in high erimes, including treason, rebellion, conspiracy,

homieide, ete. Appeals also lay to the King from any individual againgt -

tha decigion of any chief in ¢ivil cases, Begides this jurisdiction of the
King, there wag the jurigdiction of the Chisfs. The highest Court wag
the Great Court or Maha Naduwa, which properly consisted of the Adi-
kars, Dissaves, Lekams snd Mohandirams, but latterly of all chiefs,
gapecially those distinguished for their ability and judgment. This sourt
- tried mabters eivil and criminal referréd to it by tihe ng and mmtters
) originally instituted before if.

. Subordinate to the jurisdiction of tha Maha Naduwa was the juris-:

diction of the Adikars in civil and orimical eases over persons suhject
to their peculiar ' authority.
of eourts, (1) of the Dissaves, (2) of the Liekams, RBatemabatmavyas and
~ othr ch!efs {8) of the Mohattales, Korales, Wanniyas and other head-
© men, (4) of the Liyenaralas, Undiyamlas ‘Korales and Avalchies'in the
Upper Distriots, and (5) of the Vidans in the villages., At the bohl:om
of the scale were the Gangabes or Village Courts.

1 am indabted for these parkiculars to D’Oyly in his Skebeh of the
. Constitution of the Kandyan Kingdom (1929 REdition, by L. J, B,
Turnar). D'Oyly’s General Ohservations are of interest.
saying that this system, * if it were purely administered, ig. apparently
* as weall ealeulated fo afford the meam of justice ag any which eonld
exist in a despotic pgovernment," but he ddded that “corruption had
unfortunately pervaded all 1hs Branchee.” He mentions the following
‘siroumstances i : - .

Thereatter there was aeregular gradation

He begins by
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('a.)' Tushice in few cages was administered gratuitously. Apart
from the customary fees, it was the pra.chwe to convey pre-
sents in private to the judge.

(b} Fines imposed did not belong to the Crown but wera thie entire
pe_arquisita of the person-who levied them,'

. {¢} .The Kandyan chiefs had no stipends, and their tenure of office
' wat precarious. . There was accordlqgly a gbrong mducemant
ba enrich themsgelves by every means within their reach.

" (d) The chiefs themselves were requned by the King o make
b exfraordinary contributions and to pay fines, and uaually re-
eouped themselves from those under them.

' " {e} ‘Many of the chiefs were men of ' 'inactivity and inability, "
and not exparlenced in judinial matiers.

(f) = Tiberty of appeal, even to the King himself, though it existod.
. aould often not be availed of by the subject.

" {g) Fees had their influence on both eivil and criminal cases.
Asg againgt these, ’Oyly pul:s the following:

(a) Cases tried in the presence of the ng were ordma,r:ly ]ustly
“.. decided,

-‘(.b) The publicity of the proceedings in the Maha Naduwa pre-
- vented palpable injustice being done.

(e) The Villaga Courts or Gansabes usually functioned well.
(d) Where both parties were indigent thete weré the less abuses.
(e) Abuses wera more frequent in Disavanies far from the capital,

. Boaring these abuses in mind, one may turn to the conception of
"~ -Judgeship which was entertained, Itisin places shrangely reminiscent
-of the oath still taken by Judges, and in otherk there is an ecbo of the
-wmdcm of Francis Bacon., I'quote from D'QOyly—

.. “The prosperity of him that perverteth Justice through Lovs.
Hatred, Fear, or Ignorange shall diminigh gradually as the moon in its
_wa‘ne,———but he that shall not deviate from Justice bhmugh affection or
mualice, hhrough fear or from ignorance, will advance in prosperity as
" the moon in itg inorease, 1t thersfcre behoveth the wise judge to
~ach co-nshantly according tokhhe_ following rule of adjudication —

“He that takes the Seal of judgment should not be proud and
“haughty, and should not be disdainful and disrespectfnl 66 the Priest.

nor displeassd with the bad, but must maintain equanimity—he shounld
~ not be falkative, or pronounce words of insignificance, but must utter

only what is appropriate and neeessary,~he should imagine no évil but
“he intent on domg good."” '

© The rules of conduct for a Judge are further explained asm follows
" Qaverity and Lenieney should be evineed on befitting occasions, Tn .
the eourss of investigation he ghould be grasious and dispored to do
-good, and not be influenced with a desire of inflicting evil-—ke should

hood and the King: ke should not appsar either pleassd with the good '
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conduoh the trial in gerenity and mildnags, but not in anger and inter-

perate impatiehde.—Whispering should nob be tolerated in the Couseil .

nor sidelong looks,—nor must Fhe Jm]ga wink or nod significantly at the

suitors=—nor should be by the shaking of his hoad or knitting of his :
brows allow his thoughts to be guessed—he should eircurmscribie his -
view to about the extent of a fathom and nof extend his gaze to ob]acts

beyond that ﬁlsb&nce in any direction.—He ghould be pertinacions in

examining thae staterhents of interesbed persons and of those who are -
noted for cunnmg and falsehood, but it is proper that he should be
affable and mild in interrogating those who are veracious and void of -

“guile, and ignorance should be encouraged by kind words.”

Except that it goes into too great detail as regards the deporhmenh‘

of the Judge, and perhaps that it'indicates an undue leaning in favour of
the priesthood and the King, this concept of'Judgeship may still be re-
garded as the modern and the wike view,

This sysf-em of Justico was not superseded al once on bhe conquast :
of Kandy. It is true that the Kandyan King was .eliminabed, but -

among Kendyans themzelves hhe old system of justice prevmlad for a
" liftle longer. :

Under the Proclamation of the 20d Maroh, 1815, “the ad--

~ ministration of Civil and Criminal Jurisdiction and Police over the

Kandyan inhabitante of these Provinces was o be exercised according .
ko established forms and by the ordmary authontxea, but Government -

had the inherent right to redress grievances and reform. abuses and fo

interpése when necessary for that purpose. Further, all bodily torfure
aod mubilation wae prohibited and abolished, and sentence of death was.

noii tobe earried into execution except by the writben warrant of the
'Govarnor to whom. & report of the ease had fio be sent. Persons other
than Kandyans, not being military persons, who resided in’ or resorted

o thess Provmaas, were made subject to the Magistracy of the acere-
dited agent of the British Government in. all cagas excspt charges of

murder, which were to be fried by specizl commissions izssued by the
" Governor. The Proclamation of the 318t Mgy, 1816, however, put an
end to the issue of commisgions for the ’ﬁrla,l of charges of murder
“againet non-Kandyans, and declared that '‘persons committing those
offences cannot be tried by the-Supreme Court &ill the Kandyan Pro-
vinces are annexad to or made Dependencies of that Settlement or

Government, bub that British Subjects may be proceeded against in

Epgland under the Act 33 Henry VIII .23.”

'After the suppression of the Rebellion in '1817 1 Préclaﬁmﬁwn
-wag issned on the 21lst November, 1818, which further modified hhe
system of Justme in the Kandya.n Pravmcas as follows :—

{1) The' Governor exercised both an original and an appellate-

jurisdiction, ‘In prosecutions for sreason, murdér. and homieide, the
mvesblgatmn was conducted by the Rezident or the Judicial Oommls-
sioner, whose report eame to the Govarnor for' his detérmination, In
“eivil eases; if the Resident or Judicial Commissioner differed from the
majoriby of the aszsessors, the matter was referred to the Governor
for decision.. The Giovernor also had appellate jurisdicéion from the
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-:"Resxdenb and Judieial Gommlssloner in eivil cages, and cerhain pentences

in eriminal cases required the conﬁrma.tlon of the Governor. .
{2) The Judicial Commisaioner held a Court with jurisdiction over

. pivil oages not exeeeding 100 rix dollars in"value; and over petty offences:
~all other eivil and oriminal cases excepting treason, murder and homioide
ware tried by tha Judieial Commissioner with fiwo or more chiefs as
asgessors. Sitting with the Resident, the Judicial Commissioner fried
‘miatters eriminan] and eivil in which & superior chief was a defendant,
~Tha Commissionsr and Agsessors were also a Court of Appeal from deci-
-sions of the courks of the Agents of Government, Whare the latiter dig-
.agroed with thae assessor. ’ .

(8) The Resident gibfing with two assegaors ha.d jurigdiction co-

. extensive with that of the Judicial Jommissioner. The office of Resident

was abolished in 1825.
(4) ‘Agents of Government slttmg alone had ]urlsdlctlon in eivil

" matbers—other than disputes oconcerning land-—not excesding 40 rix
_“dollars, and over petby offences, Sitting with two assessors they had civil
‘and eriminal jurisdiction similar to that of the Judicial Gommmsmner,
~subject to appezl to the labter’s Court.

5) The Sitting Magistrate of Kandy bad power over kha town of
Kandy and the a,r]]acant districts, He tried civil cases, not coneerning

- land, of not more than £29/10/., subjuct to appeal to the Judicial Com-
“migsioner in certain cases. . He had also a limited eriminal Juusdmtlon.
~Tn 1829, the Magisbrabe was given §wo assessors.

{6} The jurisdiction of tha Chiefs was limited and deﬁneﬁ They

_“ware given civil jurisdiction over such peraors ag the Governor assigned
"t0 them. Their powers of punishwent were limited to 50 shrokas with
"the ‘open hand or 25 with a.rattan, or imprisonment for 14 days,
. Disawas and ‘other Chiefe having the Governor's Commission eculd

punish with 25 strokes with the open hand or 7 days imprisonment.

. Mohattalag, Lryanaralas anid Koralas could only inflict 10 strokes with
-&ha open hand or 8 days imprisonment.

-
Gansabes.

One ofther kind of Court existing both in the Maritime and the
Kandyan Provinces may ba mentioned, viz,, the Gansabhavas or Gan-

. sabes, ‘" the ageemblier of the inhabitants of villages™, which we now
" ¢all the VillageTribunale, These assemblies were resorbed to by suitors -

in gmall cases. DBut it seems clear that these Village Tribunals were
not vegarded ay Courts but as bodies to whom persons submmtied their

differences for arbitration.

In bhls conneetion I mav quote from D’ Oyly 8 Constxﬁutmn of tha

Kandyan Kingdom (p. 28), “ This Court (i.e., the Gansabe) consists of
- an assembly. of tha Prineipal and Experienced Men of a Village who
* meet at an Ambalam or & Shady Tree or other Central place, upon the
" _oceurrence of any Civil or Criminal Matter, as. Dispubes. regarding -
.. Limits, Debts, Pabty Theafts, Quarrels, ete ; and after enguiring into. the
. .sase, if possible settle it araicably, declaring the party which ig in faulf,
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adjudging Resmutmn or Compensation and Dmmmsmg with Reproof
and Admonision, thau- Endeavours being dirested to Compromise and.
not to Pynishment.” Where, however, a Headman was a member of -

tha asgembly, a fine eould on oeeasion be 1mposed I think this deserip-

' twn ﬁbs not only bhe Kandyan but Trlbunals in ohher parts of Ceylon.'

Charter of 1833

The Charter of the 186h February, 1833, is the next great landmark
in the growth of the Judicature, and it may be said to be the basis of

our modern system. The Gharher set out the anomalies and contradic

tlons: which existad as regards the vavious subordinate eourts I have
meantionead, and proceadad to abolish the Provineial Courfg, the Courts’
of the Sitting Magistrates, the Court of the Judieial Oommlsswner, bhe
Court of the Judieial Agent, the Revenus. Courts and the Courb of the
. Sithing Magistrate of the Mahabedde. The various exigting Appellate -
Jurisdietions—thab of the Appellate Court, of the Governor, of the Judi-
cial Commissionsr and of the Minor Courhs of Appeal, and the Minor
Courta of Appeal in revenne cases—were also abolished, and the right of "

the Governor to establish courtes was taken away. It iz interesting to note

bhat the Gansabss were exoepted from these sweeping changer, but the
language of the Chatter shows that the Gansabes were regarded nob. ag:
courts but as bodies of arbitrators sitting to, settle differences between ‘

those persong who submitted their differences to those bodies.

Supreme Court and District Courts,

The Charter procecded to set up a new seb of Courts. At the top
it directed that there should be one Jupreme Court, called the Supreme-

- Court of the Island of Ceylon. This Court wag bo consist of and to

‘be holden by a Chief Justice and two Puisne Justices. Three Judges.

were appointed by name in the Chatrter, viz., 8ir Charles Marshall,

Chief Justice, William Rough, Serjeant-at-Iiaw, Senior Puisne and.

William Norris, Second Puisne Justiea, The Supreme Court was to
. "have a Seal conslshmg of the Royal Arms with a label gurroundng i,

with the inscription ‘' The Seal of the Supreme Court of the Island of
" Ceylon.” The Island was divided into three eircuits, the northern, .the
gouthern and the eastern. The Kandyan Provmcas were s.smgn_ed to

‘tho eagbarn girenit, Hach of the circuits was also to, be subdivided into -

districts..

. In respech of enoh distriet there wag to be constituted a D:sbrmt
Court of that district. The Court was to be helden by one Judga asalaﬁed
by th'res agsessore,

The Supreme Court was to be held at Golombo, except for the Cir.
onitg, The Distriet Court was fo ba held at some convamanb place
within the ﬂ:sbrlcﬁ.

.Disirict Courts.
& The Distriet Courts wera given bhe widest eivil jurisdietion, irres-
pactive of va,lue, in all Pigas, Suits and Actions in which the parhy
dafsnda,nﬁ was resident W:thm the disbrict, or where the act matter or
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"t'hlug on which the suit or. acbmn has been brought had been done or
periormed, This created a form of jarisdiction, limited as to territory
bus unlimited as to value, which is quite distinct from the English model. .

The Distriet Courts were to have the custody of the persons and estatbes

of iunatics. The powers with regard to tasta.mentary,proaeedings whish

hed formerly resided in the Supreme Uours were now given tio the Dis-

triet Courts, who also were to taka cognizange of all revenub cases, The

jurisdiction of each Disfriet Oourt was 8o be exclusive. In the case of a

‘difference of opinion between the Judge and the ma]omhy of khe agses-
ors, the opinion of the Judge was tic prevail.

" Besided this the District Court bad a crlmmal jurisdietion, which

‘.howaver did not extend to ¢rimes punishable with death, or bransporta-
“fion, or . banighment, or imprisonment for more than 12 calendar
“months, or by whipping exceedlng 100 lashes, or by ﬁna exceeding ten

pounds Ny
The District Courts have I;herea.fher— with shght all‘.emtmnss—~ pre-

_gorved the form given ta them by the Charter of 1833, For example, in
¢ivil cases the ngsessors have been done away with, except in certain
-gpecial eages; and in eriminal cages they have ordinarily no right to
impose peualt:es excoeding two years rlgorous 1mprlsonment‘| or fines of
~over Re. 1000/’

Supreme Court,

i

The Junsdlcﬁlon of &he SBupreme Court was a.lso defined, and the

" existence of two District Courts, one with appallate Jurladmtlon and the
“other with civil and eriminsal jurisdiction, was abolished. The Buprsme
"Court was constitubed a Canrt of Appellate Jurisdietion, which was to
- have sole and exclusive ocognizance by way of appeal of all ¢ivil and
" eriminal matters which originated in the Distriet Courb, In addition

the Supreme Court had an orlgmul ]unsdlctlon for enquiring into and
determining all prosecutions in respect of crimes and offences,

It was the inkention of the Charter that the appellate and the orgi-

‘nal eriminal jurisdietion of the Supreme Gourf; should be exemlsed not-

only'in Colombo but algo on cireuit..
In addition, the Supreme Court was empoweéred to issus Wriks of

Habeas Corpus, and Injunctions to prevent ivremediakle misehief hefore |
" the pa.rhy claiming the- ln]uuctﬂon could pravent the samaby brmgmg‘

a.ctnon in the Distries Cours.

Tha right of appeal to the Privy Council was prov:de& for in eivil
aagay, subject to this, viz., that bafore such appeal, the matter had to be

'_ - brought by way of review before all the Judges oollectlvely, and provided

further that the value of the gubject matber of the guif was above £500.
The Charter ¢came info foree and gperation on the ist Octuber 1838.

-Thera is no question but that the Charter finally fixed the shape and

form of the Courts in this Island, viz,. cne SBurpreme Courb, not
exercising an oviginal eivil ]urlsdlct:on but.having a complete appellate

Cand original eriminal jurisdiction, and being the repository of the right’
o 1ssue ‘the Mandates and the High Prerogahwe Writs. -On the other
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hand, tha Digbrict Courts had the widest civil j‘uris&icbion,'resbrichad
it is true territorially, but with no limits ae regards value, and also a

limited mnmma.l jarisdiesion in less sermus Cased,

Courts of Requests and Pohca Lourts.

But the framers of the Charber were too opbimistic in thinking the
District Courte would have the bime to deal with the mass of litigation, .

and it was raalized balore long that valiaf had bo be given to these courts.
- By Ord. 10 of 1848 it was decided that Courts of Inferior Civil Jurizdie-

‘tion should be get.up o ease the burden on the.Distriet Courts. These -

new courbs were called Courts of Requests and the Judges of these Courts

wara termad Commlssmners Thess naw counrtbs were to be Cotrts of Re-

cord, with powar to “hear and determiue in a swnmary way and accord-
~ ing to equity and good conssience’’ actions and suits for the payment and
racovery of any deb$, dewand, damages or matber not escseding five
pounds in value, unless the matter in guestian related to the 6itle of any

land or teneman!;,' or o anybhing by which the rights in future may be =
bound. The jud¢gments of these courts were to be carried into execun- -

- fion by the attachment and sale of goods and sffects or by the corporal
arresh of the parties againgt whom judgment was given.

Eventnally the jurisdiction of these courts was exbended and tbese

~eourts sould try not only casas of debt damage or demand bub also hypo-.

theeary actions, actibns for title or the right to posesssion of land, and

_pathition achious.' The monetary limit of the right was raised to Rs 3GQ/~.L .
By the very next Ordinance (11 of 1843) velief was given to the Dis- -

trich Courds as regards thelr criminal jurisdiction by the ereation of an
Iaferior Qriminal Jurisdiction, New eourts were ereated called Police

Courks presided over by Police Magistrates. These courts had power ta .

deal with ¢crimes and offences commitied wholly or partly within their

‘terriforial jurisdiction,and not punishable with imprisonment for a longer
pariod than three months or by fina exeseding five pounds, or by Whlppfng
exceeding twenty lashes. The appearance of - ‘Advocates and Proctors in
these courts was limited.

The nomenelabure of these caurts has baen altered ‘in recenfs tlmas,
'baca.use it wag considered that tha word “'Police' was apt.to be mislead-
‘ing. Thesa courts are now salled Magistrates’ Courts and are presided
ovar by Magistrates., The limits of their jurisdiction have been extended,
and-a Magistraba’'s Court has power to pass sentences of imprisonment
of aither description for a ferm nob ex¢eeding sizx months, of fine not ex-
eeeding Re.100, or whipping where the offendar is under 16 years of age.
(8.-15 of Cap. 16, Criminal Proeedure Code. )

One other 1mporlianb funetion now pazformed by the Magistratas
Clourks is what is called the Non-Summary Jurisdietion. Before pro-
gecutions come up for trial~betore the District Court or the Supreme
" Court, the Magistrate has to hold a prelimicary inquiry and fake the de-

positions of the witnesges and decide whether the aceused persons should .

he committed for frial hefore a highser eourd; if the Magistrate considers
the avidence againsh the ascused is not sufficient to put the accused on
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- his trial, the Magistrate will discharge the acoused, Othérwise-the Magis-

trate will cornmit the aceoused for trial before the appropriaie eourt.

“This is an important safeguard for the aecused, who is not-only spprissed

of the sharge but algo of the evidencs to be adduced in supporb of the :
charge in the higher cours, and he has'an opportunity. of vestingthe
avidance ecalled in the frial courb by the depos:blons recorded by the

. Maglitrate,

As ragards the limitation on the powars of punishmanﬁ there are

“saveral Ordinansces which authorise Magistrates bo impose penalties in

axcess of the ordinary lHmits laid down for these courte,” A familiar Or-
dinanee of this kind iz the Bxeise Ordinanca. Within recent years
various Ordinances and Begulations for the defence of the Colony and
for the effective exercise of the various controls which had fio baset up

“in {ime of war have given to the Magistrates powers of punishment

considerably in excess of their normal powers. The :limitation
or;gma.lly impoged on the right of audience of advoéabes and counsel

- botih ih the Courts of Requests and in bhe Magistrates’ Qourts has been
: ta.ken away.

. Under the Ordinances of 1848 thi mght was asta.bhshad ‘of brmgmg ‘

‘cages from the Courts of Requests and Magistrates’ Courts under review
_to the SBopreme Courf. DLater the right of mppeal to the Supreme
" Qourt, subject bo specified limisations, was ccncadad in the case mf both
‘ hheae courl.s.

Procedure.

Tha procedure of all these courks is now praseribed. The Civil

.._’_Procedure Code passed in 1889 still governz the courts of eivil
“jurisdietion, This Ordinance is based upon the sarliar Indian Civil

Procedure Code which now bhas been replaced in India by tho Act of

1908. In Ceylen, however, thotigh¥thers hag been some tinkering with

cartain geefions, thers hasz besn no attempb to introduce a new Code of

" Civil Proeadure. There ¢an be no doubt that amendment is needed here,
" and important amendments have from fime te bime heen suggested by

responsible persons, and it is to be hoped that a new Code will before
long be made applicabls to Ceylon. The Criminal Procedure Code

: ,lnhroduced in 1898 still substaniially governg courts of eriminal ]urls

dietion, but this Qrdinsnce has from time to time been amended  in
important. particulars, = For examvple, the right of committal to the
higher eourt in non-summary cases now resides in. the Magistraie, and

2 ‘not ag before in the Attornay-General. This Code may bie said to have
iunchioned woll. ‘ : .

Gansabes,

Y have alveady referred fo the “‘Gansabes’’ in connection with the

' . Charter of 1833, where thay wereragarded not as courts but as bodies of

arhiirators,  These Gansabes sontinued to carry on some kind of exis-
tence till 1871. In that year {Ord, 26 of 1871} it was decided fo provide

" for'the - establishment of village tribunals with a view to diminish the
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expenss of- litigation in petby cases and to promote the speedy adjust-
menk of such ¢ages, '
the Hxecutive Council, wasg to establish village tribunals in each village
or group of any ehief headman’s division, and to appoint a president
for each chief headman’s division. The president bad power to try cer-

bain onses, but he had o be agsisted by five councillors whoee gualifica-.

tions wera seb oub as those entitling them to be Members of the Village
Committes, Thz Village Tribunal 8o constituted had power to punish by
. fine not axceading Rs. 20 any person vonvicbed before it of cerfain
gpecified crimes,
malielous injery to properbty, and cattle trospass.

possession of land whare the interest in dispute did not exceed Rs. 20.

Bub by the written consent of all the parties the tribunal had the

right ta fry cases up to the value of Rs. 100,

This jurisdiction was applicable to all residents of the country .

other than Buropeans or Burghers., But where'it applied it was an ex-
slusive jurisdiction, and.- no other tribunal was permitted to take cog-
‘nizance of the cases. The point to. remember is that the tribunals now
get up functioned as‘Courts, Judgmentsin civil cases counld be enforced
by exacubion against the properby of the person against. whom judgment
wag given, and for that purpose the Fisea! had to levy ekecution. , In

eriminal ocases fines imposed were enforced in Ishe sAMe  Way a8 the "

~ Police Courb enforeed the senﬁence of fine.

There was however one fuudamenhal ehanga in fhe uonatwuhon .

of this body. It was no longer ‘‘a meeting of the inhabilants of
tha village” but a Court with a president and couneillorg. It is
_expressly laid down as the duty of the president -and councillors

‘6o endeavour by all lawful mesns to bring the litigant parties to.
In §he -

‘an amicable settlement” and failing that to try the ecase..
case of a difference of opinion between the president and the
gouncillors, the oplmou of the president was to prevail.

Later amendments have made but slight alterations in the
constitution of these Village Tribunalg, The eivil jurisdiction
: Irema.ms where it was first placed. There has been a little expan-
sion in the criminal jurisdiction to eover ocertain special ordinancas,

and o compnsa the right of awarding “not more than 14 days -

" imprisonment in default, but the monetary limit of both jurisdiotions
‘remains fixed at Bz 20,  The 2
gubmit $o these tribupals matters up to the value of Rs. 100 remains,
but it has rarely, if ever, been invoked.
exclusive, and cases within the jurisdiction ocannot bs fried by any
other court. The number of counecillors assoeiated with tha presi-
dent hasg heen reduced to thres. Fuaropeans, Burghers and. Indla.n
Iabourers are. persons excepted from the Ordinance.

Under the original Ordinance, " reports of ail proceedings inthe -

Village Tribunals bhad .to be gent to the Government Agent;, who had
the right #o -i-nlseriel;e.-

Hor this purpaose the Governor, with the advice of

The crimes included pafty - assaults, pebty thells, -
Besides this the
Village Tribunal bad a eivil jurisdiction in cases in which the debt da-
mage or damand did not exceed Rs. 20, and also actions for title to or

right. .of parties in civil cases fo

The jurisdietion is. still

More rdcently the right of appeal to tbe _
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‘Govarnment Agent wag established with- s further appeal to the
‘Govorner, In thig respect the Village Tribunals are placed on a
differant footing from that of tha other courts deseribed, ard may
be regarded ag standing somewhat outside’ the judicial structure.
“Procsadings in these courts are in the vernaoular language, but
gubjact ko the approval of the Governmens Aganti the president
may kesp his record at his discretion elther in Engllsh or in the
~yaernacular langnage.

_ The Village Tribunals operate in purely eounbry d:shrmbs, and
are not ordinarily given jurisdiction within the admmlstrablve lumts
of Urban Counecils: ‘

: The presidents of these Tribunals have in the péast been reorti-

ted ‘generally from the  same class of persons as became Chief
Headmen, bubt within recent years there has been an increasing
tsnaency o appoink praetlsmg lawyers o thege poabs.

Changes in District Courts, etc.

Cartain changes in the oconskitubion of the Disfriet Courts,
-Courts of Requests and Magistrates Courts may be noted, Al first
these Courts were manned by members of the Civil Serviee, although
“from  fairly early fimes advocates of standing have been apypointed
to the more imporbant courbs. Within the last twenty years or
"#o . there has besn an increasing tendeney to appoint practising
‘lawyers to the bigger couarts, and Oivil Servants have gradually
.caased to function as Judges. In 1988, a Judicial Service was
‘. gonstituted for Ceylon, comprising all these courts, and no person
.was to be appointed to bhis Service unless he was an Advocate
"ot Proctor of the Supreme Court of Ceylon who had practised as
gueh for nob less than gix vears. The various courts were graded
.into-.clasges, There were however two Impertant eourts which
eontinuned to be presided over by Civil Servants, viz., the Jaffpna and
“"tha (talle Distriet Courts, and the fransfer of these two posts had
nob yet been approved by tha Secretary of State. But the exigoncies
of the war conditions resulted in the removal of these Civil Bervants
to administrabive spheres  of activity, and ail the Courts are now
presided over by praetising lawyers, and the Judicial SBervice may be
gaid to he in full operation.

Anofher importanb changs wag . brought about by the new
Constitution inbroduced through the Donoughmors Commission,
Previously the Distriet Judges and Magistrates had been working
qnder the Colonial Beeretary, or a8 he would Iafer be called, tha
Chiet Sderstary. The fact that an executive officer of tha Govern-
“.ment should ba in charga of the judicial department had been a
‘matter of comment, and it had been suggested that some Judges may
‘have had a biag in matters in which the Crown was interested,
*.TInder the Donoughmore Scheme the Judieial Department comprising
- ‘tha Distriet Courts, Courts of Requests and Magistrates Courte was
- placed, not under the Chief Secretary but under the newly created

‘ !

%
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Logal Sacrebary, who was always a lawyer of experience. A further .
change introduced was that all appointments o the Judieial Service
were made by .a Judicial Appointments Board consisting of tbe Legal

.Beerefary and two Judges of the Supreme Court, subject of course to

the approval of the Secretary of Biabe.
The Ceylon (Consbitutien) Order in’ Council, 1946, has eroatsd.

- further changes. Under § 53 a Judicial Service Commission iz set up,

consisting of tha Chief Justice who is the Chairman, w Judge of the

Supreme Court, and one other person who is, or has been, a Judge of '

the Suprema Court. The appointment, transfer, dismissal and diseipli-

nary control of judicial officers is vested in the Governor acting on the

recommandation of the Judicial Service Commission, The members of

the Commission other than the Chairman are appointed by the Governor

acting in his diseretion. No Senator nor Member of Parliament ean be
a membear of the Commission. Any person who otherwise than in the
course of duty influences or attempés to influence any recommendation
or decision of the Commission or of avy member of the Commission
randers himself liable to a fine not excesding Rs. 1000/- or to irprison-
ment for a ferm not exceeding one vear, or to both such fine and impri-
- "ponment. . '

Summary,

To sum up, the Courts as now constituted consist first of the
Village Tribunals, which are of eourse an interssting confinuation of a
vory ancienb sysbem which had existed in.Ceylon, There had been a
change in 1871 when these tribunals censed fio he meetings of fhe inha-
bibtants of villages, and became properly consfituted Courts presided over
by Presidantg with the aid of a limited number of Councillors, and pro-
vided with 2 machinary for the anforcement of their orders. Thair eivil
jorisdietion has a monetary limit of Rs. 20, and their powers of punish-
ment in crimipal cases are limited to a fine of Rs. 20 or 14 days impri-
gsonment of either kind. The jurisdiction does not extend to the classes
of pargons already menbioned. The jurisdietion of these fribunalg is

" axolusive and no other court has the right to try cases falling within

their jurisdiction. As regards appeals, these fribunals stand somewhat -

apart from the other courts, the right of appeal being to the Govern-
ment Agent, and from him ko the Governor. :

The other minor courks have more -extensive jurisdietion. The
Courts of Requests are purely eivil oourts. They have a terviborial
limit to their jurisdiction and a monebary limit of Rs. 300/-. They per-
form an exbremely useful function in dealing expeditiously with the
smaller cages. There iz at present only one court whick funefions -
solaly as a Qourt of Requests, that is the Court of Requests of Colombo,
In other parks of Ceylen the work of these Courts of Requests is gene-
rally shared between the District Judge and the Magistrate, the latter
dealing with the cases of smaller monetary value, usually those under
BRs. 100 in value. o ‘ .

“  Another important miner court iz the Magistrate’s Court with
oriminal jurisdiction only. . If funetions as a court of first instanee in
the trial -of sertain specified offencos, with n limit as regards territory
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add alzo as regards its powers of punishment, Ordiparil_y it has no.
power to impoge penalties in excess of siz. months 1mp1{10nzpenl; pf
aither description or a fine of Re. 100. But there are certain crimes In -
respect of which mueh higher penalties can be imposed. '.L“he 'sefzond
function of the Magistrate's Court is to ach as a eourt of inguiry into all -
cases whioh ave o be committed for trial to the District Court or to-the
Suplrema Court, The Magistaate after inquiry may either discharge the

" prisoner or commit the case for frial befora the higher conrt, These
" Magistrates’ Qourts have a vast amount of wox:k tq do, and hhey' play a
-great part in the administration of eriminal justice, more particularly

in the big towns like Colombo. TFrom the Courts of Regiiests and the

~Magistrates Courts, appeal can be taken to the Supreme Court,.

The most important however of the original courts is the District
Cours, As hag been pointed ous, it is berritorially limited both as to

“eivil and eriminal jurisdiction. Its eriminal jurisdiction’is also limited
to cartain specified offences, and it has ordinarily no power to impose
penalties in excess of two years rigorous imprisonment - or fines _of
" Rs 1000. But on the civil side the jurisdiction of this eourt is unlimit-
“ed ag regards monatary value, and it has the power to try cases of the .

graatest importance. In the Digbriet Court of Colombo, for example,

“and in o few other ecurts, there lave heen instances where th.e monetary
“yalue of the case was in the region of a million rupees, and in addition

points of the greatest intricacy both of law and of fact have arisen for

" determination by many of thess courts. This _is'ha,rdljz fo be \_quxderad
" at, for in this Colony there are five systems of law tor be administerad, _

First ia the Roman Duateh Law, which may be regarded.as the law
generally applicable to the maritime provinees, except where it has heen -
abrogated or amended, Next the FEnglish Law has bsen made &pplwa.blp
to Ceylon as regards maritime and commercial matbers, and many Ordi-
nances have been introduced on English models; for example, those
relating to bills of exchange, cheques and . promissory notes. Then

‘there are three systems of law relating more particularly fio r'ights of
inheritance and also to other mabters, viz., the Muslim law applicable to

Muslims, the Kandyan law applicable to Kandyans, and the Tesawala-

‘" mai applicable to thé Tamil inbabitants of the Province of Jaffna.
" These laws are personal to the elasses I have mentioned. In addition

to these five systerns of law, the District Courts have the duty 9f
administering the various Ordinances which have come into effect in

" this Colony, The Distriet Courts may accordingly be regarded as a
:_'very important part of the judicial strucbure.

o Supreme Court.
The most important Court in Ceylon is the Supreme Court of the

i

"Island of Ceylon. -1t now consists of nine Judges, namely the Chief

Justios and eight Puisne Justices, appointed ko thelr offices by Letters

" Patent issued under the Fubliec Seal of the Island, The Heal of the
- Court boars a device and impression of the Royal Arms with an exergune

or label gurrotunding it wikh the inscription, " The Séal__ of the Supremse
Court of the I&la;n_d_ of Cayl_on.” o ' S _ .
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| jether to decide the - . i {f the majority
together to decide the matter, and the views of .
' bregva;il'. The Chief Justice has the power of placmg_ any matter
" aither before the whole Court or before five or more Judges.

Under tha Ceylon (Constitution) Order in Council 1946 which has "
just come into foree, the Chief Justice and Puisne Judges snd Commis
sioners of Assize are appointed by the Governor aching in his discretion
Every Judge of the Supteme Court holds office during good behaviour,
and cannot be removed except by the Governor ob an address of the-
Senate and the House of Representatives. Tha age of retirement is

fized at 62 yaars bitt the Governor may permit another 12 monthg of
gervice. . .

The original criminal jurisdiction and the appel'late j'urisdic_tion
_are the two most important functions of the Supreme Court,

: igi ivil jurisdicti Court—exrcept
The original civil jurisdiction of the Supreme

for the shorf-lived experiment in the Charter of 1810—had been a _
limited jurisdiction. -But even this was taken away by the Charter -
" of 1833 and was never revived.

The Bupreme Court exercizes .

_ (1} an original oriminal jufi:saichion_ for the inquiry into all orimag-
and offences comisitted throughont the Island, and for hesgring all pro-
"secnbions. In practice, it deals only Wihh the most sericus offences,

{2) an appeliate jurisdiction for the correction of all errors eom-
‘mitted by any original courf, and sole and exclugive cognizance by way
of appeal or revision of all eivil suits and criminal progecutions and
obher matters arising in the original courts.

The original eriminal juriadiction of the Supreme Court has no ar- -
rikorial or other limit, and is applieable throughout the whole of Ceylon.
"It oan be exercised either by any of the Judges of the Supreme Court or
by a Commissioner of Azsize specially appointed for a particular erimi-

. nal gesgion. It is interesting o note that this criminal jurisdiction has
ekisted from the early days of the British peried. This criminal jurisg-
diction .is exarcised in the various Cireuits appointed, A% present pro-
“vision is. mada for the Western Cireuit, the Midland Circuib, tha.

- Northern Circuit, the Southern Circuit, and the Hastern Cireunit. 1t
may be interesting to nose that the Western Girouit iz held at least four _

" times a year, tha Midland Cirauit ab leash three times a year, and the
other Cirouits ab least twice a yvear. In practice the Western Assizes..
sontinue throughout the year, including the periods of Vaseation, and

., for the most part of the time there are two paralls]l courts sitting. Tha

Midland and the Southern Assizes &lso take up a great deal of time
and run for about half to three quarters of the year, or sometimes more

The Appellate Jurisdiction of the Supreme Court must ordinarily.
-bes exercised in Colombo, and in practice is never exorcised elsewhere.
It is of interest to remember thalk originally the S8upreme Court and the
Appellate Court were distinch, and that the merger of bhe two courks
-did not take place.until the Charter of 1833 cawme injo force. Appeals
eome-to the Supréme Court from all the District Courts, the Qourts of

Roquests, and the Magistratas’ Courts, and from speecial tribunals gat
up by Ordinances,

: Supreme Court bas hbeen invested with the right $o
isSueT]:;\?h:Epg:'e known as the Mandates and the High Preroga-
“tiva Writs. - I have aiready referred to_ jﬁhe Writ of Habeas
Corpus, exercised from the early da_ys of British Rule, agd the hcto?—
traversy which was finally settled_lp 1830. Therpa,fter the rig d" -3
isgue these Writs was notin que?tlon. and the rlg}'nt was embo 1899
in the Charter of 1833 and later in the Courts Ordinance 1 of 18 :

" This Writ of Habeas Corpusisa man,da,b'e fo bring pefore the court.
() the body of any person to be dealt with according to law, a.?d
(b) the body of auy person illegally or 1_mproperly detained in publie
or private eustody. I do not think 1t_1s generally _rgahsed howgre
gaently this writ is invoked. Atone time, _amd pro_ba_bly_ even to als_r,‘
i was unusual for a working day to Qaggwﬁhout ab leash\on_a_ app 1d :
“eation coming up in the form of a petition, _It rpust be eonf_esse
“however that the vast majority of these applications were _mlscon{i
ceived ; frequently they were asked for by husbands whosq wives ha
‘left them and gone to their parents and were threahemng_i}o ta}ke
‘maintenance or divorce proceedings, and there were a sp‘rlnklmg
.of cases where parents had sent out on domestic serviee their youn];g
.children and were unable to recover the agre,e_d wages fr_qm the
:amployers. However there was a residoe of genuine applications for _
+hig writ, and some of them were matters of importance. .

There are 5 number of other such Writs which are asked for'in
Cgreater or 'leaf.s. degree, namely— - ,

m M4ndamus, to enforce t_he performance of some d‘ufilsylof al,
public nabure in resplect of which there is no other. specific lega
remedy: ‘ : ‘ ; il hef’é there

ich is the proper remedy w X
bas .Igzzm (aglzou:g?;;aﬁ;;, o‘;rgn office of a.ppublic nabure created "Qy the

" Qrown or by statute. - -
- arti i, upreme Court examines and sets
B righé3)thecilr:é(;?£in§§e:fe ba?n;hien ? erli)o_r court or statafory ‘a.ubhorihy
having judicial or quasi-judicial functions. B

{4) Procedendo, whereby the inferior court 'is'comm‘anded to
‘proceed with a casé before it. , o -
" {(5) Prohibition, which is granted to restrain a_court from agt-
ing without jurisdiction ox in'excess of ]qusﬁmbmn.

In addition to the righk of determining appeals, the Supreme Jourt

‘hag the wides powers of correoting all errors commibted in tha original
courts by way of revision. o Co

_ Matitors 'ecming up for & decision from the District Courts are
heard by two Judges of the Supreme Court, and matters from the

Courts of Requests and the Magistrates Courts before one Judge. -
Where the Judges are divided in opinion, three Judges maybe called . -
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- The Court of Criminal Appeal has the power to dismigs the
.appeal, or to allow it and guash the convietion and enter judgment
“of acquitbal, or if they think fit to order a new trial.

Thae Jourt of Criminal Appeal first sat on the 8rd of June, 1940,
“gnd since that dafe it has sat every fortnight for one or more days
:to hear criminal appeals from Courts of Assize. The Court hag
either set aside or interfered with an appreciable number of convie-
“tions and sentences, although the vast majority of appeals and
applieations for lea,ve tio appeal were unsueccessful. The right to
~appeal or to apply for leave to appeal has heen eagerly availed of
by eonvicted prisoners. I do not know of any conviction for murder
which has not been brought before tha Court of Criminal Appeal,
and there has been a great and increasing tendency tor convietions
“for other offencds than murder to be broughb up. I think this Court
has played a ‘very important part since its inception, and on one
oocasion a body of seven Judges assembled to decide a controversial
point of law. On this occasion the practice of having only one
Judgment was varied, and & number of judgments were dellvel ed.

This jurisdietion of the Supreme Court is an important part of -
its. duties These mandates may be issued against any District*
Judge, Commissioner, Magistrate, or other person or txibunal, :

It may further be noted that the Supreme Court has been con
stituted a Colonial Court of Admiralty, and exercises Admiralty-
Jurisdietion similar to that exercised in the High Court in England,

" {or insbance, proceedmga relahmg 0 Prizes come before the bupreme :
Court,

In addition the Supreme Courd deals with Electxon Petitions.”
These matters come up from time te time and take up a grea,b deal
of the time of the Judges who try them.

Since 1836 a special jurisdiction has been conferred on the'
Supreme Court to try cases of dissolution of marriage of persons:
not domiciled in Ceylon. This jurisdiction applies only to persons
domiciled in England or in Scotland, provided that the petitioner
resides in Ceylon and the place where the parties last resided was
Ceylon and provided that the marriage was solemmsed in Ceylon,

Court of Criminal Ap_pea.l. Privy Council.

. l]]he survey of the judieiary in Ceylon will noti he complet.e with-"
out a reference to the highest of the tribunals dealing with Ceylon
Jitigation. T have referred in passing to the right early established
of allowing appeals from the Supreme Court to the King in Council,
“Ip 1833 the Judicial Committes of the Privy Couneil was set up to
“deal with iitigation coming from the Hmpire.  The wide-flung juris-
"diction of the Judicial Committee hag been well described by Pro-
~faggor J, H. Morgan in the Rhodes Lectures delivered in 1927. The -
v cases he refers to were picked out from the Reports of the last 20

' ysara before 1927, :

" Where alse indeed does one plunge go deeply'in the siream of
; l1fe ? Whets else.does one encounter in so rich a diversity the un-
folding panorama of man’s destiny on this earth ? Turn over thoge
" hieratic pages and you find their Lordships one day disgnssing in a
marriage case from Quebec the decree of the Council of Trent and a
‘TLateran Council of the XIIT. Century, and you are back in the
‘Canon Law of the Middle Ages. Another day and they are exploring
‘the text of & Brahminical Jurisconsult forbidding, many centuries
- before the birfh of Christ, any man to give or take an only son for
adoption—and vou are carried far back to the twilight of ancestor
-worship. Yet a few pages and you are carried forward by the aweep
".of centuries to the Indian HEvidence Act and the effect of the doc.
‘trine of estoppel on a kinsman who has first accepted and then -
“ repudiated the introduction of an infant stranger into the joint
-~ family which is as old as time. Another 8ay and their Lordships
- are deciding whether that strange and inserutable juristic person, a
“‘Hindu idol, who 'has fallen among quartelsome guardians, shall in
‘his fallen condition have appointed unto him a ‘next friend’. Again
“‘gheir Lordships are called upon to deeide whether a declaration and
. jnjunction shall be made and issued against Bella Jones, converted

There was for a long time no right of appeal from the verdiet at.
the criminal trial hefore the . Supreme Court, although a matter of -
law counld be brought up in review, on a cerﬁlﬁcate either from the -
Trial Judge or from the Atborney Geéneral, Fventually it wag -
decided to set up in Oeylon a Conrb of Criminal Appeal on the same”
basis &s the English model, This was carried into effect by Ordin-
ance 23 of 1938, by which a Court of Criminal Appeal was set up,-
and the Ghief Justice and the Puisne Justices were to be Judges of
that Court. The Court was to consist of not less than three Judges,:
and the Trial Judge was not permlbbed to be a member of the Court. -
The Chief Justice, if present, and in his absence the senior member
ot the Court was to be President of the. Gourt The opinion of the .
ma.aomty of the Court was to prevail in the case of a difference of -
opinion, Ordinarily there was o be only one judgment either by ;
the President or by a member of the Court nomlnated by the
Premdent '

_ Any persoa conthed afan Ass:ze Trml had the right to &ppeal_
(a) against his convietion on any ground of appeal which involved
a question of law alone; and

(b) with the laave of the Court of Criminal Appeal, or upon a certi-
fieate of the Trial Judge, against bis convietion on any mabter
involving a gueslion of fact, or any question of mixed law and
fact, or any other ground which the Gourt regarded as & Sllﬂl
cmnb ground of appeal ; and

(¢} with the leave of the Court of Criminal Appeal against the
. senlence passed on his convietion, unless the sentence is one:
fixed by law, for exa.mple the death gentence for the offence of

- murdar. . .
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ta the Zoroastriam religion, for attempting to trespass among
Pa.rsees of pure Persian stock within the. sacred preecincts of the
Temple of Fire at Rangoon. Or turn to the Western Hemigphere
and you will find o debale as to the usufruetuary rights of abori-

gma.l tribes over Nigerian lands, which know nothing more medern
than that communal ownership ‘which is older than the origin of
private property in land. Yet a few years and their Lordshlpa are
mvestlgatmg in a case from Rhodesia whether Lobengula, in mak:

ing a vast concessmn of native lands 50 an KEuropean adventurer;

was acting as a ' trustee’ for his mlbemm other words whether he
‘was, as Malh]a,nd gald of Maine’s refined pa,trla.rch of the early
Roman law, & savage in evemng dress.’

“Turn to appeals from the Straits Settlements and you will
.diseover that British subject though you be, you eannot, if you are
of Chinese descent, with impunity allow a lady to visit vour house
and offer your wile a cup of tea in your. a.bsence or, on your retuxn
home you may find that yoo have acqnired a seconda,ry wife’ with
disturbing effects, if not on your peace of mind, at least on vour
intestacy. In one sphere of the Privy Council’s appellate jurisdie-

tion you may, if you are a Mohsmedan, be the husbhand of many-

wives: 1n another, if in addition to the privilege of being a woman
you are o Nair, you may become the wife of many hnsb&nds~—1f in.
deed you are a wife at all; for & Malabar ancient nsage is dying hard,

and there, as in another place. there iz neither marrying nor giving'

in marriage.. And as with marriage, so with divorce. If you are a
member of a domiciled Jewish community in Egypt and have
obtainad a divorce in a-Court of Rabbis, the Privy Council will—er

until lately Would——glant you & declaration that the divorce was-'

binding, and in doing so will discourse of the Tevitical Liaw and of
Moses. For the British Empire knows much of personal law, just
as in those days of the later Roman Empire when men of each race
‘ lived their own law'. Go to Ceylon ‘and you will find—the Privy
Council Reportis will tell vou as mueh~~that it is dangerous to make
2 promise in & generous mood, and still more dangerons to break it,
bscause in Roma.n Dutich Law they bave guite different notions of
what constitutes ‘' consideration’ from our own: Settle in Quebec
and you will find that you act at your peril to a degree unknown to
English law, for you are there governed by French law in whieh the
mere oceurrence of an accident may imputé to you awanﬁ of reason.-
able care, and the onus ig on you te refute it.”

I have quoﬁed thig pa.ssa,ge.. at some length not only. on account’

: oi its witty and eloguent language bul aldo because it shows how
small a part Ceylon matters pla.y before the Privy Couneil.

It would not however he sutﬁclent fo deal with the Ceylon tri-
bunals without a reference to this final tribunal in important cases,
In Cevlon no right. of appeal lies in any eriminal case to the Pr1vy
Oouneil, and special leave to appeal is granted only on rare occasions
by the Privy Councﬂ But the right to appeal to the Prwy Councll

‘hammer of Thor.”
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Afrom final judgments in civil cases is established where the value of |
the matber in dispute is not less than Rs. 5000/-, and in certain
‘othar cases of great general or public importance the Bupreme
‘Court. may give the right te appeal, and the Privy Counc11 itselt

may always grant special leave to appeal.
Oue peculiarity of the Privy Council may be mentwned. Only

_'one smgle judgment is delivered by the Court. To quote a witty
‘ertel—~ Mhere may be cousiderable diversity of opinion, doubts, =
‘hésitations and dissent bebind the curtain in Whiteball, But when

the curtain goes up one Judge delivers the opinion of the Court and
it is law: It does riot sprinkle like a garden hose, it-hits like the
There is a good hlshorlcal reason for this unity
of judgment., For as Lord Dunedin said—"'In the Privy Couneil
we are nob Judges, we are advisers of the King, and a Privy.Couneil
so-called judgment is nothing more than that we humbly advise His
Majesty to do so-and-so. Of course it would be ridiculous to have
five porsons advising His Majesty each in a different way, and

Aharefare there iz that, so ta speak, hlstormal reason fm the Privy.

Couneil judgment being delivered as it is.’

The Judicial Commibtee, however, has been described hy
Viscounf Haldane as *' the supreme judiciar of the Empire.” -But
for a Jourt of such eminence thereis o marked absence of formality.
As Viscount Haldane puts it—'"Few people, even of those who
dwell in Lionden, turn into Downing Street to see it sitling.,” And
vet it is one of the King’s Courts and is open to every citizen of the
Empire and to dany one else who chooses to ‘walk in.. There the

‘vigitor may see advocates of every shade of complexmn and with

the most varying accents pleading or waiting to plead-. ... All these
may be t}ler%confrontlng five elderly gentlemen, w:thout wigs or
robes, but seated round the horse-shoe oaken table of the Judges,
and with the marks of years of immersion in legal contemplation

‘written on their brows. It is indeed an unusual spectacle.”

ALE. K.

.
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CEYLON IN THE SIXTIES. William de Rooy was 2nd Clerk of the Police Court. Hawtrey
Thwaites, who afbterwards became Registrar of the Supreme Court,
was Deputy Queen s Advocate, the Chief Clerk and Interpreter—
note the Word Interpreter "'—being Henry James Kriekenbaek,

Phere were only three Advocates in Jaffna-—Thwaites, Cathera-
velupillai and Gould, whose later career belied the promise of his
early years., Among Proctors we find the names of Anderson,
Maarbensz, Toussaint, Rulach and Koch. A Tamil P:octor, Who
atterwards rose to distinetion, was T. M. Tampoe.

(Continued from our last issue).

The long and patriarchal administration of the Northern-
Province by P. A. Dyke, which began on 1st October, 1829, camse to
» a close with his death on 9th October, 1867. The office was then
‘held by H. 8. Q. Rusgell for two years, -after which there was
ma,ugura.ted the administration of W. ¢. Twynam, which, though
falling short of the | prevmus record by 11 years, partook of most of-
its characteristics. As Russel’s administration was of short dura:
tion, he did not leave his mark on the Province in the way his.
- immediate predecessor and immediate successor,had done. He bad

as his assistant Joseph Brabazon Pilkington, who was acting for-
George William Templer, a man of shor} statore but of high capa-
city as an administrator. Robert Stolt Parvgiter, the son of a
Methodist Minister who afterwards joined the. Anglican Church,
was extra assistant to the Government Agent. ‘

The Head Clerk of the Ka.chcherl was Ambiapager Ellayatamby
of whom it was said that * during the long period he had been in
employment (39 years), he seldom gave offence to any of his supe-
riors or brother clerks'. Among thq other clerks were Charles
Henry Theodore Koch, James Francis, Koch, and Caspar Henry
Geaorge Leembruggen. ‘Three clerks were designated respectively
" Balt Writer”, " English Writer” and ““Tamil Writer”. 'Fhe
Y Grain Bsba.blishment” called for a fairly large staff, comprising
among other officers, a Head Accountanb two English Aecountants,.
two Tamil Accountants and a Tamil “Reader”. The Isl@nds of Jaﬁ"na"-
were noli imporfiant enough to.be looked after by a'separate Mani-
agar—spelt Maniyakara in those days,

John Henry Toussaint wus.a member of the Provincial Road
Committee, among the other members being Charles Morrison,
Agent ol the Oriental Bank Corporation, who is described as s,
gentleman of genial manners and charming personality,” and.
Wyman Catheravelupillai, who afterwards had a creditable career
- as Police Magistrate, Eayts. Charles Strantenberg, Proctor, Was &
member of the District Road Commiftes. Joseph Grenier, in his
Memoirs, acknowledges with gratitude the kind assistance he
reeelved from this gentleman when he started practiee in Jaffna,

‘He had 4 large business and briefed me in several big cases, He
was never tired of speaking to me about my father, who bad shewn
him great kindness whenr he was a friendless youth. He was a
quiet well-mannered man and a good friend”

The Customs had Ferdinand Adolphus Ma.amtenu ag 1stClerk.
at Jaffna, and Henry Frederick Speldewinde as Sub-Collector at
Kankesanturai. John Edward Nolan, a descendant. of the famous
Nolan of Delft, was Becretary of the District Oourf, with Bernard
Edward Gremer as 1st Olerk and John Loos a8 2:1& Clexk. John

The Survey Department was. represented by George Ben]amm
‘Capper, who married a Miss Leembrnggen, and who later met with a
violent death at Batticaloa. Dr.James Loos was Colonial Surgeon,
‘and had as assigtant Dr. Arnold Henry Toussaint. That the
Burghers of that day had a working knowledge of Tamil is shewn
by the fact that two of them, Simon John Speldewinde and John
Koch, were BRegistrars of Lands, for which a knowledge of the
vernacular was an essential qualification.

- Rev. B, 0. LaBrooy was Colonial Chapla,m of the Chureh of
‘England, while the Dutch Presbyterian Church also was represent-
‘ad. Among the Elders and Deacons we find the names of Margen-
ont, Tieembruggen, Toussaint, Kriekenbeek and Koch. " The other
‘Missionary bodies were the Church Missionary Society, the Wes-
leyan Mission and the American Mission, whilst the Roman-Catho-
Jlies aiso were well established.

The Oriental Bank Corporation carried on business on a small
seale, ; Charles Morrison being the Agent, assisted by two clerks,
Pater Frederick Tounssaint and Ellis Gladwin Koch, both of whom
afterwards ]omed the Railway Deparfment and rose o responsible
‘offica. John Henry Touesaint and Bernard Adrian Toussaint
carried on business as General Merchants, while James Peter.de
Hoedt was Auctioneer. Jatfna had a paper, the Juffna Freeman,
the Proprietor being Bolomon Johnypulle, -and the Editor "Tohn
Charles Henricus,

. Unlike most other Friend-in-Need Societies, the one in Jaffna
ran a Hospital, which was in existence np o our own times, when
_it was replaced -by a Governmen? institution. It was on amodest
“acale, the receipts in 1867 being £550 and the expenditure £455.
"The number of indoor pafients was 411, and the number of cutdoor,
5476, - .

It is refreshing 1:0 see the'prominent part taken by the Burghers
inthe literary activities of the town. Dr, James Loos was Secre-
tary of the Library and Frapcis Michael Toussaint was Treasurer,
Six out of eight members of the Committee were Burghers, these
being James Henry Toussaint, the Rev. Charles Koch, John Edward
“Nolan, Bernard Edward Grenier, Gharles Stratenberg and Charles
Henry Thedore Koch,

. The Assistant Government Agent of Manpar was BEdward Newn-
~ham Atherton, a member of & family that had settled in Batticaloa
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and acquired large landed interests there,. Patrick de Hoed} was
Chief Clerk of the Kachcheri, while the Shroff bore the impressive
"name of William Solonmon Hamilton. The Sub-Collecbor of Customs
at Pesalai, a amall port a few miles off Mannar, was Gerret Leem-
‘broggen., The District Court was a small institution, with John -
Frederick Honber as. Secretary, assisted by a clerk and an inter--
_pretier. Two Proctors sufficed for this Court, one of them bearing the
" pame of William Mareh., John Werkmeister was clerk in the Pnblic
Works Department, and the Telégraph Office was manned exelu-
sively by Burghers bearing the names De Jong, Liversz, Jan and
Bulner. John William Claasz was Assistant Colonial Surgeon in
medical charge of the District, and the Rev. Robert ¥ Edwards looked
after the spiritual wants of the Protestants. '

‘Francis Robert Bartholomeusz, father of our Dr; Frank Bartholo-

.mensys, was clerk to the District Road Committes. He finished up

his carcer as Chief Clerk of the General Treasury. Dr. W, G.

“Rockwpod, who was afterwards to abbain fame as one of Ceylon's

leading physicians, was in medical charge of the District. Robert

_Daly Ormsby, later Dirsctor of Public Works, was Superintending
Officer, with Joseph Kreltszheim as his clerk,

" Kalpibiya at that time was 2 more importent place than it is
“pow. Ibhad a Polide Courti, of which Edmund FEdward Gedlieb was
-tha Clerk, and Hendrick Liodewyk the Interpreter. Timothy Slegers
was Nabive Writar. The Sub-Collector of Customs was Elijah
- Rockwood, believed to be the father of Dr. Rockwood. The town
'boasted two shops, owned respectively by Conrad Arnold Schubert
and Mre. John Cornelis Van Sanden. More enterprising than his
" brother practitioners, John Edward Nicholas, Proctor of Chilaw,
tock Puottalam and Kanitiya alse in his stride.

Tha Easbern Province had al this period Trincomalee ag its
_ headguarters, thé Government Agent being John Wheler Woodfdérd
-~ Birch, who was later-transferred to Malaya, where he met his death
. by assassination. William Jansz was Head Clerk of the Kachceheri,
‘obher clerke being John Hunter, James Bernard Kahle and John
Henvy Meerwald, the last-named ‘eventually becoming Head Clerk
- of the Batficaloa Kachcheri. The Secretary of the Distriet Court
‘wag George Bdward Colomb, whose son, James Bernard, filled in
'due -course a similar hppointment in Batticaloa. Of the three
‘Proctors in Trincomales, two were Burghers— John George de Vos
and Wilha.m Francis Redlich. The Telegraph Department;, deserib-
ed as the ' Blectric Telegraph Oﬁice , Wag in charge of Vincen’u
William van Dort,

_ The Asgistant Governmsnt Agent of Batticaloa was A]ex:mder
" Young Adams, who, beginning life ‘as .a coffee planter, became
Director of Public Instruection, actmg onee a8 Auditor-General and
‘énded up by marrying the Governor's daughter. Cornelius Henri-
cus Cadenski, a mémber of a family that is now almost extinet, was
Head COlerk of the Kacheheri, while another bearing the same name
* was Superintendent of Minor Roads. John Hdward Roosmalecoeq
" filled the office of Sub-Cellector of Justoms. Frederick Struys, who
- afterwards became Secretary of the Distriet Court, was elerk to the
" Deputy Queen's Advocate. The Fiscal's.Office was & small/ affair,
_with Thomas Wambeek as clerk, assisted by a translator. John
Lincas Wambeek filled the poss of Jailer.

The Bar consisted of four Advocates and six Proctors. The
" ‘genior Advocate was Denis Purcell, who had a chegquered career.
Walter Dlonysms Drieberg, who afterwards served with credit for
many years as & Crown Counsel, had just ‘started practlsmg in
‘Batticaloa. Tibertus Roelofsz, admitted ag a Proctor in 1840, was
" dtill going strong, and threes other Tamil Proctors of note, who were
 still in aective practice up to our own day, were Jonatban Crowther,
. Robert Kadramer and Jabez Bunting Swaminader. The Burghers

-~

The Anuradhapura District, then known as Nuwarakalamya,
was abtached to the Northern Province, and was in charge of an
Agsistant Government Agent.. The Kachcherl was.a small one, the
stafl consisting of a Head Clerk, a Second Clerk, a Shroff, an Inber-
preter Mudaliyar and a Muhanduam The Secretary of .the
District Court was Henry Charles Brechman, There were only
three Proctors, two of them being John Justin Christoffelsz and

~'Willism John Stork, the latter of whom afterwards beeame Deputy
Registrar of the Supreme Court, Mullaitivu was even more insigni-
fioant than Anvradhapura, there being ho resident Proctors. Kayts
(spelt: Kaits) had James Gerret Toussaint as Praventive Officer,
and Joha VanZy!l was Sub-Collector. of Qustom of Point Pedro, with
Charles Leembruggen as L&ndmg Waiter at Valvettiturai.

Unlike the maritime districts, Kurunegala did not offer many
attractions to the Burghers, although s fair number of them found
places in the Government offices and professions, Charles Barber
was Chief Clerk of the Kachcheri, ‘with John Cornelius Ebert as
hig ageistant., The office of Secretary of the District Court was
filled by James Valentine Daniels, the other clerks being drawn
from the families of Ferdinand, Jobsz and Jansz, . William Henry
Herit, who afferwards rose to. be Chief Clerk of the Attorney
Ganeral's Office, was clerk to the Deputy Queen’s Advocate, Two
‘members of the Feleinger family were in the Fiscal’s Office and a
third was a Notary Public, who combined his notarial functions with
that of coach proprietor.

Ohilaw, although not so important as now, had a fair number
of Borghers. Bartholomew Crispeyn was Seoretary of the District
Court and Bernard VanGunster was Depubty. Fiscal. The roads
wera in charge of Frederick Roosmalecocq ag Buperintending Offjcer,
and Xenophon Daniels lent a distinction to his office as a Sub-

. Assistant Surveyor by his unusunal Christian name. Among the
eight Proctors were Nathaniel Cooke and James Lemphers.

Pattalam, too, had ibs Burghers. Samuel Vincent Godlieb wag
Head Clork of ﬁhe Kachcheri, with Michael Alfred Felsinger ang
Renben Anam (the latter of uncertain na.tmna.hby) a5 his asaistants,
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wera represented in _ﬁhe Survey Department by Henry Hermaﬁ de
. Koniog and Georga William Collette. The eglerk to the Superin-
- tending Engineer, Public Works Department, was Seraphim QOut-

schoorn, who was known in later days as Chief Clerk of the Loan

Board. Like Jaifoa, the Batticaloa ¥Friend-in-Need Socciety under:
" took the care of the sick and established dispensaries for the pur-
poge. The dispenser was AIex:_a.nde_r Nimrod Collette.
/ ) ’

A DIP INTO. THE PAST*

Time is ever ringing changes. Trends of thought and social
customs will vary as long as the world itself lasts. Those who think

" .on the past as sentimental twaddle, have the weight of opinion

- of civilized society, the world over, against them. Without knowing
the past we cannob assess the present.

Beginning with our ancestors in warring fimes, we gee the
dominion of the Netherlands in Ceylon being extended. Galle,
Kaluotara, Colombo, then Mannar, and lastly Jaffna, have been ocen:
pied in furn, The entire ma.mhlme zone of Ceylon.is inr their hands,
- and Colombo, owing to its position and importance, bas been made
the capital.
their lawa and their religion and their architectore being gradually
introduced. The maritime towns become essentially Dutch in
characber, and are filled by austere colonists liable tio make all the
mistakes of people who must learn and were learning their lesson,
slowly but surely.

The chief eveni to interrupt the even tenor of thair hves was

the arrival, twice a year, of the spring and autumn fleets laden with
goods from Holland. Those were the days.-when daylight hours
were given 'to toil in unloading the ships, and loading them anew
with cinnamon and arrack, with pepper and other spices; the early

night bours were spent in merriment. Great and happy gatherings -

pressed round dumpy and ponderous tables, until the lvscious eat:
ables in dishes amd the liguid beverages in jugs slowly decreased,
and the wise onas in the party gave fhe mgn&l for dispersing to
their pleasant homes not far away.

The capitulation of Colombo to the Britich brought abbut a
.sudden change. We see the digtressing picture of large numhbers of
the political and ecommercial servants of the Dutch Bast Indies
Company leaving these shores. Four years thereafter barely 900
remained. These Burghersmnote the term, for all the Dutch in

#An account comp1led by a senior r member of the Unicn and read on -

Founder’'s Day.

We gee their language, their manners and customs,
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Ceylon were now Burgherssince there were no Company Servanie—

‘majority being in Colombo.

_ The position of our Dutch ancestors at this time was nmt an
enviable one. Their services wers not used bo any large extent in
“the new administration. .Those who were engaged in private trade
-and occupabions were equally handicapped. The transition from
power to impotience, from alfluence to limited means, was keenly
felt by them. Some who bad large houses rented them to the more
opulent British residents, and moving into smaller ones  lived
‘on the difference in vent, By rigid and meritorious economy they
neverbheless maintained’a decent and respectable place in society.
’ BEven in those days the Burghers had their detraclors, one of
‘whom was Caplain Percival, the writer of the firsat book on Ceylon
published in the early Brltlsh period. He could see nothing good in
them. He pictured thef men as dull and indolent, and .only fond of
‘eating, drinking and smoking, the woman as coarse and corpulent.
To pounter-balance this highly coloured impression, the grave Cor-
- diner writing shortly afterwards of the ladies of Dutch parentage
“horn in Ceylon, showed how easy it was to fall under the spell of
their charms, He described them as ‘‘comely and possessing a
‘groat deal of thab artless vwa.olby and unconstmmed deportment;
_which acecompany innocence.’

When the Paace of Amiens finally aethled that the British
should retain possession of Ceylon, a elow but steady stream of
emlgmmon continued up o the yvear 1807. In this year the conces-
sion offered to the Burghers to avail themselves of a frec passage to

" was suspended. Those who remained realized that their only hope
“of advancement under the British lay in a knowledge of the English
Janguage. Twenty vears after the capitulation, their position. was
summed up as ‘an element of stability. and strength to the newly
acquired British Colony . They had gualified to fill both the minor
and higher offices in every branch of work., Very nearly the entire
" body of clerks was recruited from their ranks. They held the higher
“posts in the judiciary and the engineering branches.
- Advocates and Proctors were Burghers., Thus, a long period of mig-
_anderstanding and resentment, of suspicion and malice, came to an
end. Tt left the Burghers on terms of amiby with the new rulers
.- and the other indigenous communities in the Island.

-adopt some of the manners and customs of the British, they eon-
“tinued for many years to reside in their old Dutch houses in the
. Pattah. . Lief us not tioo hastily judge their quaint and primiti-ve
exlstence hy present day standards, The teaching of science has
“imported into our times a movement and bustle which they never
" knew. As wo take a glimpse at their leigurely life, let ns remember

" had to be occupied by simpler forms of enjoyment than the lively
~gocial intéreourse which we associate with the pleasures of life.

Although by this fime our ancestors had begun gradually to’

that the time which perhaps hung rather heavily on their hands.

were scatbered over the principal stations on the coastal belt the

“the Dutch Indies, without, howevér, any -assurance of enmployment,

The first -

'
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‘ ' ‘between 6 and, 7 o'clock in the evening, were neighbourly calls free from
‘the forma.hluas which the fashion of our day hasg created., The ladies
'uaually gossiped in the great hall. Zuiderbrood and Franchs koekjes,
.pemzfmtos and Jaakefritos, or frled bread fruif, and other eonfections
‘were passed round, followed by plates fuli of erisp which they munebed
"ag they talked, It would be vain o atfempt an account of the Implcs dig-
coursed upon ; they falked of houﬂehnld affairs, of surkey cocks and
‘turkey hens and poultry in general, prices, and of the villainy of ser-
“yants. They discussed bthe young men who were casting sheep's eyes
on Delin or Petronella or Susie. Oh, their artfulness! If they had
‘made 1p tbeir minds §hore should be a mateh, a mateh there was sure
“to-be.

_ The gentlemen smoked their pipes on the stoep, droppmg into the
“klein zaal oceasionally to wet their throats with nipperkins of " Geniver.”
“They discussed the recent rebeilion in Uva. the capture of the last king
‘of Kandy, the arrival of a regiment of Sepoys encamped in Slave Island
and the hideous things they did, smoking opium eall day, avd dancing
round large fires ab night, Mynheer'is now parting with his visitors for
the night. . See them pladge each other’s health in a final “soupkis™ or
.nip: wateh them bow in stately fashion, the visitor first and the host
‘next. Hear fhem exclaiming ag they lift their- gla.saes' Gezondheid
Myﬂhee:l which moans, your health Sir.

~We very naturally find it difficult to venerafe anthmty when the
eustoms and practices offantiquity have cutlived their age. But we can
‘venarabe its people when the people have been our own progenitors, and
were actuakted by a simplicity and honesty of purpose, which is in
marked conirast to the methods of modern times. It is good occ_asiom
ally to unlock tha store-houses of memory, and to compare the past
.with the presedt. It shows us what obséacles we have overcome, what
victories -we bave achieved, and what dangers we have yeb to avoid,
We now come to more recent.times. -In the lakter half of the last cen-
tury a mounting flood of industrial enferprise, of trade and eommerce;
-began to force the merchants’ godowizs, the shops of petty btraders, the
' coohes employed at the wharves, dnd that mysterious ecrowded life in-
‘geparable from Eastern ports, out of the business centre of the Forf,
“into the guburbs. Yielding to this growing need and vital urge, the
garder:s and Dutch houses in the Pettah had to make way for storea,
boutigues, and dingy dens, where humanlty magsad togebher.  Jostling
_orowds, pestiferons hawkers, slow moving bullock carts, trams and
~ lorries, invaded and clogged the clean shaded streets.

“The families who for centuries had made the Pelitn.h .8 renidential
area, sought cther bomes. In this process of seabtering, ‘the ghrong bond
“which helped the Burghers in the past to coalesce, gradually weakened.
. Forces were at work endangering all that had made them & distinot and
- valuable agset in public life. Conflicting ambitions and idealy
were weakenmg their regolve to keep what they had well- mgh Tost, the
- proud inheritance of their past and the sense of their oneness in origin
nnd in feeling.

‘During a decade and even more, one man sought iarvanﬂy to give
_ un orgamsed form to a degire aglta.timg the minds of the Dubeh deseen-
danhs in Ceylon for a bond of union recognising them a8 & distinet class.

- et us imagine otirselves taking a peep into one of these Dutch
- houses in the Pattah of Colombo, in the early Britisk period. From
the road way we step into an open paved verandah cafll.ed the Stoep.
It is protected by a wooden railing, used chiefly for resting the arms
while carrying on a conversation with neighbours across the stregt.
We pass through a wide door zet in massive framework, and. sur-
mounted. by a fanlight filled in 'with a huge cipher monogram, into
a-lobby or passage, This they called the Kleine Zaal., The two doors
~on right and left open into the Slaap kamers or bed-rooms, while the
one facing’ us leads into the zaal or great hall, Thig is a wide and
lofty room, stretching nearly the whole breadth of the building,
Here we see a long oval dining table of four sguare pieces with high
backed chairs arranged round it, and a variety of other heavy fure
niture against the walls, what-nots with heavy Delft crockery,
cellarets and side-bDoards and settees made of calamander or satin
“wood and ebony, bound with bands of copper. There ars many
chairs ayxranged against the .walls, of all shapes and sizes, some
broad and roomy, others small and low. If is the living room of the
family, The floor .of the entire house is paved with large bricks,
each framed in lines of whitie lime, called a ousturé.

Leaving the zaal, we pass into theé verandah called the halve
dak, which runs on three sides of a rectangular compound, flanked
on two sides by rows of rooms. In ths compound there stands a
well, with its masonry wall, eross-beam and pulley. ‘At the fut ther
end of the boundary wall, a clamp of plantain trees, a bush of rampe
and a carapincha tree, thrive on the moisture of kitchen:washings,
whila a few beds of flowering plants and bowars of steph'mobls and
mougrine add colour and fragrance. ; .

We have no time to examine the rooms, for the -master of the
house and moeevrouw, who are now in the kieine zaal, claim our notice.
Mynheer is about to leave for the office, The horse and.carriage
stand at the door, The former was to b led through the house, for
there is mo other way to get to the stables at the back, and the car-
rlage has been wheeled ouh from the stoep where it is parked when

.not in uge.

‘There enters Champaca, a slave-girl, with the ¢hildren, who
have'come to seestheir father off. The boy wears an opperbroek with
all the separate advantages of gkirt, jacket and pantaloons in one,
made of material whose durabiliby and guality his mother has tested
by sundry manipulations. No garments, aceording to the custom of
. that ubilitarion age, were ever intended to be worn for 12 months
and then laid aside as unsuited to the fashion of the day. Life, set
in this key, and under similar conditions, econtinued until nearlv
the'end of the last century.

There are just a few here, may be, who can reeall childhoad
days spent in tihose Dutch houses in the Pettah, when the charities -
of ‘domestic life were practised and the social virtues weré culti-
vated WLth Unobtrusive simplicity. - Social callb, usually ma.de
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Much had to be done befora such a foundation conld ba Ia.xd Mlsunder-_

standings ‘had to be removed, ignorance, had to be enlightened, the
prackical man bad to be convinced. - Tha apathetic had to be aroused,

the too enthusiastic had tio be restrained. Slowly but surely, the com-
munity came to understand what wag exactly intended,  On the 12thof

Navamber just 40 years ago, the work was begun.
[The paper read then detailéd the steps taken at the instance ofi

Nothing iz more clear than that, the Dutch PBurghar Umon of
Ceylon has more than ]ushﬁed its existence. It has served the Com-
munity well, and its usefulnaess and power will be all the greater as ib

moré and more nearly represents, not a part of the community but the
Whola of 1h ' _

NEWS AND NOTES.

Summary of Py oceedmgs of the Geneml C’ommzttee~1 7t June,
194? (1): Votes of Congratulation were passed in connection with

the honoure conferred on Mr. R. L. Brohier (OBE) and Dr. F. G,

Smith (0 B..). (2) Messrs. B.-F. G. van Buren and H. H. Felsinger
were elected members of the Union, and Mr. Vietor de Vos was re-
slected. (3] Tt was reported that the rent of the Union bmldlng
had been increased from Rs. 200 to Rs. 225 per mensem,

_ 15th July, 1947. (1) Votes of condolence were passed on the

A, B, Keuneman as acting CHief Justice.
mittes was appointed to organise ¥ounder's Day celebrations, the

oxpenses nob to exceed Rs. 500:~—Messrs. H. B, .. de Kretser, I. G.

L. Misso, R.T. Brohier and L. L. Hunter. {4) Mr. H. . W. Ba,r
tholomeusz was elected a memper of the Union.

" 19th August, 194-? The Carnival accounts were tabled shewmg
& credif balance of Rs. 9,008'31. The following allocations were
made ;- B8t. Nicolaas Home fund, Rs. 6,700; Social - Service Fund,

Rs. 1,100, Bdueation Fund Bs. 1, 100 (2) Mr. e. P.. Loos was elected )

a _member of the Union. (3) The amount ti6 the credit of St.
Nicolaas Home Fund was reported to be Rs. 2385568, (4) The

. purchagse of number of books for the Reference Library was

approved. (3) It was decided 50 make a contribution of Rs 250
fio the Governor's ¥lood Relief Fund.

16th Septenmber *—(1) A votie of condolence was pa.ssed on: the'
(2) -Mr, B, Q. Berenger was elected g

death of Mrs. Rrrol Lioos.

member of the Union. (3) The amount to the credit of St. Nlcolaas
Home Fund was reported to be Rs. 80,554'87. ‘ ‘

21st October, 1947 :—(1) Votes of congratulation wers paﬁs’se‘d

on the nomination of Messrs. J. A. Martensz and E. F. N. Gratiaen:

to the House of Representatives. (2) Messrs. F. E.'W. Felsinger,

Mr. B. G. Anthonis to found the Dutch Burgher Unien, and Goncluded_ )
- a8 shewn below.]

death of Messrs. B, G. LaBrooy and . H. I. Thomas.. (2} A vote
- of congratulation was passed on tlie appointment of the Hon. Mr.
(83} The following Com- .

¢. J. C. Iiour_e.nsz,

_elacted members of the Union.

“on the death of Mrs. H: Lindovici.

sioner of Assize, (8)

. H. Lioos was re-elected. (5)
: Nmola,&s Home Fund was reported to be Rs. 81,480°91,

. anly 50 cents per member.

~Journal.

tions.
"being called upon o pay twice as much for printing the Journal

. for new subseribers. ] . ‘
‘below, and it ‘is hope that all these'whose names do nofi-appear in it
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D. W. Smith and M. W, B. Thiedeman were
(3} .The resiguation of’ membershlp
of Mr, R. H. I.. Brohier was accepted..

18th November, I947 :—(1) A~ vobe of condolence was passed
(2) A vote of .congra,tula»tlon
wag paszed on the appoinfment of Mr. V, L, 8¢, 0. Swan as Commis-
It was reportied that Rs. 593°64 had been
speut on Founder’s Day celebrationd. (4} Mrs. T, P. LaBrooy and
Mrs.B. M. Thomasz were elected members of the Union and Mr. F.

The amount to the credit of St

16th Decembe’r 1947 :(—(1)  Miss K. V. Orozler, Messrs J. 'W

8. Beven, G, M, F. Jennings, K. . Joachim, E. J. de Kretser, D. M,
~A. Speldewinde and D. A. Kellar were elected members of the Union.

(2) It was decided to organise a Disoussion Cirele towards the end

~of January 1948. (3) “The resigrations of membership of Mrs. N;
- 0, de Kretser and Mrs. A. N, Weinman were accepted. -

(4) Mr. A,
D. Raffel and Dr. 0. 8. Sela were re-admitted as members. (5) Tt

" was decided, owing to the paueity of gubseribers, to issue the Journal
. half-yearly instead of guarterly in future, reduce the number of

copies prlnﬁed and 130 endeavcmr to obtain more auhscr:bers

The J ournal

The D. B. T. Jouxna,l was at firsh Issued fres of charge to all
members of the Union. After the lapse of 16 years, that is, in 1924,
it was found that thes cost of publication was too heavy a taz on the
resoarces of the Union, tha monthly subseription at'that time being
Tt was decided therefore to make a
geparate charge of Rs, 5 per annum for fotir quarterly issues of the
This arrangement has been it force for the last 28 years,
and though the number of subscribers has been at no time even

"fairly representative of _the Union, enough has been nbtamed to

keep fhe Journal alive.

Butb a new factor has arisen which has upset all our calcula~
The cost of printing has risen inotdinately, and we are now

ag we did bplfore. There would hdve besn no difficulty in deing this
if all those mombers who can subscribe Res, 5 a month’ for the
Journal did so. But, actually, we have only about 75 su'bscrlbers, '
and some of these do not pay their subscrlptlons regula,rly

The que-stlou of continuing the Journal under the altered
circumstances was conridered by the Committee at its last meeting,

. and it was decided to have two half-yearly issues instead of four

quarterly issues, until conditions improve, and to make an appeal
A list of thoe present subseribers is given
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will send in the small annnal subscription of Rs. 5, and thus help to -
keep alive the Journal, which has now reached hhe fortieth year of '
its existence —an achievement which fow local publications of &
similar nature ean claim. For the present, the Journal will appear -~

in January and July of each year.

List of Subscribers. to the D.B.U. Journal..'

- Messrs. D. V., Alpﬁ_andorﬁ, G. H. Altendorff, Dy, H, T. Anhh‘oﬁisir :
Dr, V. H. L. Anthonisz, Mys. F. Anthonisz, the Government Archi- .

vist, Mr.B, B. Blaze, Dr, Frank Bartholomeusz, Rev. Father D. J,
Berenger, Mr, 1. 1. Blaze, My. ¢, P. Brohier, Mx. B. I, Brohier, Dr
E. 8. Brohier, Mr. W. W, Beling, Mr, C. L. Beling, Dr. C. L. Bartho-
lomeusz, Mr. ¥, G, Berenger, Mr. R, J. E. Beling, Dr. ®. 8. Obris-
toffelsz, Mr. A, B. Christoffelsz, Dr. B, L. Christoffelsz, Mr. T. W.
Callette, Mr. H. K. de Krefser, Mr. A, E. Dirckze, Dr. H. A. Dirckze,
Mr. O. L. De Kregser, Sr., Mr. 0. L. De Kretser. Jr., Mr, N. E.
Wrost, Mr. J. A. Fryer, Mr. A. L. B, Ferdinand, Mr. G, H. Gratiaen,
Mr. H. B. Grenier, Mr. Bertie Grenier, Mr. Guy O. Grenior, Mr.
Vernon Grenier, Mr. A. C.B. Jonklaas, Rev. P. L. Jansz, Mr. Gordon
Jansz, Mr.J.P. Jansz, Mr.D. Janszé, Mr, A. E. Keaneman, Mr.
Roslyn Koch, Mrs. B, C. Kelaart, Mr. C. O, Kellar, Mr, ¥. E. Loos,

Mr. W. J. F. Labrooy, Mr. Fred Lioos, Mr. V. O, Modder, Mr. J. A.

Martensw, Dr. A, Nell, Mr. B, Ohlmus, Mr. C. T. Qorloff, Mr. L. G.
Poulier, Mr. B.. 8. V. Poulier, Mr. R.D. P, Payluss, Mr.C.L.H,
Paulusz, Dr. R. L. Spittel, Dr. W. H. Schokman, Mr. C. A. 8pelde-
winde, Dr. Donald Schokman, Dr. V, R, Schokman, Dr. H. E. Schok-
man, Mr. O. G. Schokman, Miss Agnes Spititel, Mr. F. P. H. Spelde-
winde, Mr. J. R, Toassaint, Dr. J. R. de V, Taussaint, Mr. T. K. Tous-
gaint, Mr. E. A. vanderStraaten, Mr. H. vandenDriesen, Mr. W. J. A,
vanlangenberg, Mr, J. W, vanLangenberg, Mr. G. A, Wille, Dr. L.
0. Weinman, Mr.H. de Wildt, Mr. A, Weinmian, Mra, I, M. Weinmaon.
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