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OUR FRONTISPIECE 

■ THE JOURNAL■ 

I t has been said that there are two kinds of knowledge: That 
which the individual possesses, and that which directs his quest for the 
information he desires. Kipling, in his Barrack-Room Ballads confesses 
to the latter, when he gays of Homer :— 

"When 'Omer smote 'is blooming lyre, 
He 'd 'eard men sing by land an ' sea: 
Air what he thought 'e might require, 
'E went an1 took—the same as we ! " 

On the distinctive setting of a cultural background produced by 
much labour and. research, all the activities in which the Dutch Burgher 
Union has been engaged since its inception have been lucidly set forth 
in the pages of a Quarterly Journal . The fortunate owner of the 40 
volumes which have regularly appeared since 1908, has therefore at 
hand, a common fund of information as far as it relates to the begin
ning and year by year journey of the Dutch Burgher Union, together 
with a rich store of facts garncrned by a number of writers on the Dutch 
in Ceylon and the subsequent social revolutions of the Ceylon—Dutch 
Communi ty . , 

Hence, while in the past volumes of the Journal there is much 
which intimately concerns the average member of the Union, there is 
equally much that the student who will, may draw from. Therein 
will he found, many a fact pertaining to the Dutch occupation of Ceylon 
which is even now partially known, a good deal which is buried in 
documents stored in the musty files at the archives, and the authentic 
information which helps to correct the common mass of misrepresenta
tions, misinterpretations, and mistranslations which by accident or 
intent have been grafted on the 150 years of Dutch rule, and equally 
so in the early British period of the Island's administration. 

Such, a fund of information put together by writers who have 
shown the historian's sense of justice, sympathy and understanding of 
past institutions and modes of life, both of the Dutch, and the peoples 
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whom the Dutch in Ceylon ruled, cannot be accepted as anything but 
unique. May it never be said that future issues of the Journal have 
failed to maintain that ideal standard. 

The earlier numbers of the Journal were guided and inspired by 
Mr. R. G. Anthonisz. In faet, the Journal was started, and principally 
written by h im. Hence, it is to him we owe that distinctive tone 
which his successors' in the editorship have striven to maintain. 

Mr. Vernon Grenier took over Editorship and was responsible 
for the issue of Volumes V to VI I . Mr. L. E. Blaze edited Volumes 
V I I I to X I I I . 

Early in 1924,. a new arrangement was made and volumes XIV 
and XV appeared under the vigorous management of Mr. E. H. 
vander Wall assisted by. Mr. J . K . Toussaint as 'Treasurer and. Co-Editor. 
Since then, and till now, the 'quarter ly issue in Ju ly , October, January 
and April lias been regularly and successfully maintained by Mr. 
Toussaint who has been Editor and Treasurer, in addition to serving as 
his own reporter, typist and proof-reader. I t is noteworthy that he 

. has edited 25 volumes. 

Wi th this number, the Journal begins a new chapter in its long 
history. Mr. J. R. Toussaint, to whom the service he has rendered to 
the Union was not a-matter of business, but one of genuine pleasure, 
has been compelled to seek less exacting literary persuits. Consequent
ly the reader who has for the last two decades and more, enjoyed his 
plain and lucid writings in these pages, and admired the staunch 
manner he upheld the best of: our literary traditions, will be faced with 
change. The debt which the member of the Union, and the student of 
history owes him cannot be assessed. 

It is encouraging however, to feel that we can rely on his help and 
guidance in our efforts to retain the value of this Quarterly, which by 

' natural aptitude he conducted on a style based upon great models. 

Nevertheless, it is to the younger members of the Union that the 
new Editor of the Journal must look, if he is to find modern push, 
and help. It is they who must labour together to maintain the honour 
and dignity which has come to them in these pages, as a heritage. 
Surely, the enterprise and investigations carried out since 1908 which 
has gone into the Journal cannot be dead ? I t is thoroughly alive all 
around us, as witnessed by the eager interest taken by the young men 
and young women of the major communities, and in the manner they 
seek knowledge, or give free expression to their views. 

Let us then rally anew to the task, not in desperation or des
pondency but rather in optimism, and faith which has all along led 
and sustained the community in the forefront of cultural and public 
concerns. To the new and coming generations in whose hands the 
lighted torch has now been placed, we pledge this new lap on which 
the Journal enters. 

b't/TCH BURGHER ifrfiOK 3iJ 

NCES OF J. L. K. VANDOIST 
T H E ARTIST 

[ B Y O N E W H O K N E W H I M W E L L . ] 

A Public School was es tab l i shed in t h e fort ies in 2nd Cross 
S t r e e t , 1 in t h e P e t t a h , of Colombo, called St . Pau l ' s Parochia l 
School. Archdeacon Glenie and h i s sou t h e Reverend S. 0 . Glenie, 
I n c u m b e n t of St. Paul ' s , Colombo, e s t ab l i shed i t I believe, and 
Henry Chinner , a r e t i r ed Reg imenta l School-master was i t s Head
m a s t e r . I was one of t he pupils and was t h e r e one day half a n 
hour before t ime hav ing a game of marb les w i t h some c l a s sma te s 
on tho ou te r -ve randah of t h e school, when to our u t t e r a s ton i sh 
men t , a l i t t l e nondesc r ip t t r a p pulled up a t t h e school-door—now 
one of t he F u r n i t u r e Depots of Don Carolis, t h e famous fu rn i tu re 
dealer . I t was a l i t t le t r a p ( the fons e t origo of our r i ckshaw) j u s t 
sufficient to hold t w o l i t t l e boys, d r a w n by a cooly m a n . We 
s u r r o u n d e d t h e ( to us) ex t r ao rd ina ry l i t t le vehicle and helped t h e 
two l i t t le boys, who were sea ted in it, to a l igh t . " Where did you 
get t h a t m a n h o r s e ?" said one. " H e h a s only two legs 1 ' said a n o t h e r . 
" He is our man April" said one of t h e two boys, " bu t he does no t 
live upon, g r a m . " This r e m a r k was made by t h e younger of t h e 
two boys, Willie whi ls t his b ro the r J . L. K. V.3 srnole a gr im smi le 
and was ev ident ly t ak ing a m e n t a l photo of t h e scene a round h i m . 
We soon became fr iends and took t h e two boys unde r our p ro t ec 
t i o n : and the m a n April was told to come back wi th t h e t r a p a t 
half p a s t 3 p.m. sharp, 

The t w o boys made m a n y friends, and we were all very so r ry 
when we were told some m o n t h s a f te rwards t h a t t h e y were s h o r t l y 
to leave t h e school as old April had gone lame by an acc ident , and 
t h e y could n o t got a n o t h e r quie t man-horse to t a k e his place. 

I n t h e following yea r , I found myself in t h e Lower School of 
t he Colombo Academy, and to my del ight and su rp r i se I found J . h, 
K. V. and his b r o t h e r Willie t h e r e . . I n course of t i m e , I made some 
progress in school, and af te r a c e r t a i n half year ly examina t ion I 
was placed somewhere abou t t h e middle of t h e class wi th J . L . K. 
V. as t h e next boy. We soon became a s " th ick as the ives "; and he 
would a t t i m e s slyly shew me his s la te covered wi th all s o r t s of 
funny p ic tu res . H i s g rea t de l igh t was to # raw p ic tu res of horses 
and also of soldiers march ing a t double quick. On a c e r t a i n 
Monday morn ing our c lass ical t eache r , Mr. Goer tz , qu i te lost hie 
t emper and admin i s te red a severe l ec tu re to a number 'o f boys who 
had forgot to br ing the i r t h e m e s or essays which they had. to wr i t e 
on S a t u r d a y s . This lec ture was accompanied w i t h s u n d r y fierce 
ges t icula t ions . J . L . K. V. knocked off t h e scene on his s l a t e—the 
work of a few m i n u t e s — a n d as soon as I h a d a s igh t of i t , I 

1. This corresponds to 1st Cross Street of the present time. 
2. John Leqnhard Katenbury van Dort, born 28th July, 1831, See Genea

logy, D.B.U, Jn l ; Vol. scxxviii, p. 26. 
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laughed outright. Goertz, who had a sneaking regard for me as 
a steady well-behaved boy, shouted out ; " I say S "What's all 
t h a t ? " what on earth are you laughing a t ? I walked up to him 
with the slate, whilst my poor friend (the caricaturist) was shaking 
in his shoes. Goertz, like " Herman, was a German,'' and liked fun 
of this sort immensely. He looked hard at the picture and burst out 
laughing—" Well boys," said he, "I am sorry I was hard on you, 
bat I won't give V. D. another1 chance to take me off !" V. D..was 
safe, and I was glad to have saved him in a way for he really 
believed he should be dragged before the Principal and receive a 
sound thrashing for daring to make fun of his master ! 

l a course of time, we were promoted to a higher class, and 
amongst other subjects, we were reading Paley's Natural Theology 
with Principal Boake. After a while we tackled a chapter on 
" Compensation," which had reference to the relative sizes of man 
and the various animals which afforded him sustenance—such as 
cows for instance, which were of a certain height and make, 
enabling mankind to milk them without any discomfort or incon
venience. If men were giants, they would not be able to attain 
.their object. We all accepted this theory as a very plausible one ; 
but the next morning we found a pencil sketch on one of the 
Academy walls, pointing out how the difficulty suggested by Paley 
might be met. There was the picture of a healthy fat cow with 
teeming udder, and of a huge giant lying flat on his stomach with 
his fingers clutching the udder from which he was lustily drawing 
i ts milk with huge compressed lips. There was also in the picture 
a group of open-mouthed boys looking on at the scene in great 
astonishment ! Principal Boake's attention was drawn to this 
extraordinary sketch, and all he said was : " T h a t fellow V. is a 
genius, and will some day set the lake on fire.'' He did not, how
ever, accomplish this feat; but his talent as an original artist came 
to be recognised by all who knew him in a very short time there 
after. 

During the Race Season, some of us made a party and walked 
down of an afternoon to Colpetty to see the fun. J. L. K. V. was 
always one of the number; and the next morning he had no end of 
life-like sketches to show us—-the winners, jockeys and horses— 
the sgreat motley crowd crossing the Slave Island Bridge—-the 
gram, sugar cane and giftger-beer sellers—and some of the remark
able lady occupants of the carriages which had pulled up on either 
side of the fence or rope which enclosed the Race Course! On 
Saturday evenings, too, we were often at Galle Face to hear the 
Band play. Some of us were fond of music and were there to hear 
the " concord of sweet sounds "; but J. h. K. Y. was there for another 
purpose as well. The subject of his facile pencil was the Ceylon 
Rifle Band under the baton of that well-known Bandmaster Somers 
and the bandsmen were all Caffres and Malays ! J. L. K. V. had a 

1. Y.D, Standing for Van Dort. 
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great admiration for the Caffres and he knew them by their names. 
He loved to paint them ; their thick lips, their rolling eyes, and 
short early hair had a great charm for him—and I possess one of 
his inimitable sketches of half a dozen of tbem—done with a 
crowquill and Indian Ink ! 

In the Fifties I was away in Kandy; and whenever J. L. K. V. 
wrote to me the charm of his le t ters consisted in the illustrations, 
referring to the incidents and stories narrated by him. 

I have mislaid his letters—hut I have one dated December 
1855 in which he gave me a very interesting and highly humorous 
account of a picnic on the Kelani. He had a row on this magni
ficent river on a glorious sunshiny morning. " The heavens were 
very blue and the river very green." He was in a native boat—to 
which was attached a Oolla, or outrigger. He sent me a picture 
of this marvellous boat, shewing how he and his school mates and 
friends were seated—the place he occupied, pencil and paper in 
hand as "• our art ist "— 

J. L. K. V. had nobody to assist him in the pursuit of his 
favourite a r t ; but he wrote to England and got out some useful 
books which he studied most assiduously. He then turned his 
attention to lithography, procured the necessary appartus, and set 
to work most enthusiastically. I t was about this time that The 
Catholic Messenger which, I believe, was edited by my old friend the 
very Rev, J. C Fernando, now Vicar General of Kandy, came into 
prominence. I t s X'mas supplements had some very valuable con
tributions and some of these were writ ten and most happily illus
t ra ted by J. IJ, K. V. My earliest " funny" contribution was to this 
supplement about thirty years ago ! I wrote a little article about 
two Pettah Fiddlers and a well-known Banjo-player by the name of 
Jan Mack Alias Chucha Jan and J. L. K. V. "glorified" my poor 
contribution with some excellent illustrations. My article was 
entitled—"The illustrious dead.'' For some years, the X'mas 
supplement of The Messenger afforded very pleasant reading and the 
illustrations were, of course, by the well-known art ist , who, in 
addition to his pencil illustrations, contributed a brilliant and 
exhaustive article headed " Roast Pigeana " with illustrations—all 
about Father Anthony and his famous pig ! 

We were still in school together when our friend J. L. K. V. D. 
summoned a meeting and brought forward a project to establish a 
Club, which he proposed to call " The Brick Club." We all quite 
entered into the spirit of the thing and the Club was at once 
established, the orginator himself being nominated Honorary 
Secretary and Treasurer. The Club met on Saturday afternoons 
and the Secretary took us all by surprise one day by producing an 
illustrated paper be had just started entitled " T h e Wonderful 
Adventures of the Honourable Members of The Brick Club." 
Pleasant little stories were told in a pleasant racy style—all pure 
invention, of course—whilst the pen and ink illustrations were 
simply marvellous in their way. In relating some of bis own 
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personal a d v e n t u r e s he called himself " P e t e r Jefferson B r i c k " 
a n d . we never failed to call h im by t h a t n a m e BO long as t h e 
Club was in e x i s t e n c e — b u t i t had no t , l ike mos t Clubs of t h e kind , 
a long l i fe! 

After t h e Br ick Club was closed, some of us m e t toge the r and 
resolved to have t h e a t r i c a l s in Small P a s s . A house was engaged 
on t h e t o p of S t . S e b a s t i a n Hi l l—a p r e t t y s t age go t—up—our a r t i s t 
pa in t ing all t h e scenes—which he did con amove;—scenes wh ich 
were very much admired by all who s aw t h e m . He also took a grea t 
i n t e r e s t in . the play a n d t h e players, and p u t m o s t of t h e ac to rs 
t h r o u g h the i r facings ; and , wi th some persuas ion , he took a p a r t 
himselfin one of our ■ " screaming farces "'; and as J e r e m y Diddier 
b r o u g h t down the house by his m a s t e r l y ac t ing . The house had to be 
given up af ter a while, and w e — t h e dramatispersonae, got dispersed 
in different d i rec t ions . I t was abou t t h i s t i m e (1855J t h a t Cap ta in 
Gosset , Surveyor-Genera l , a r r ived in Ceylon and took a g r e a t i n t e r e s t 
in t he welfare of t h e people of t he c o u n t r y who wished to e n t e r 
t h e Survey D e p a r t m e n t . In due course of t ime , he called a t t h e 
Colombo Academy, had a long ta lk w i t h Doctor Boake , t h e Princi
pal , and reg i s t e red the n a m e s of half a dozen of t h e Academy Boys 
who were willing bo join i.he Depar tmen t . Amongs t t h o s e chosen 
or will ing to join were J* L. K. V. D.; F r a n c i s F o e n a n d e r who h a s 
jus t r e t i r e ! from G o v e r n m e n t Service and who is so widely known ; 
E m a n u a l Pe re ra , Wil l iam de W a a s ; P e t e r Dias , a f t e r w a r d s Maha 
Mudai iar , and a few o t h e r s , who h a v e s ince jo ined t h e major i ty . 
They all did well, and some of t h e m shone conspicuously. Bu t 
whi l s t J . L. K. V. was quiet ly working away as a d r a u g h t s m a n , he did 
no t neglec t h is a r t ; bu t was c o n s t a n t l y engaged in prepar ing 
des igns in connec t ion w i t h all s o r t s of func t ions and social e v e n t s . 
Ha designed a lmos t every t r a n s p a r e n c y t h a t was wan ted for a si lver 
wedding or for some social d e m o n s t r a t i o n . Besides t he ext reme 
beau ty of t h e des igns , t h e r e was so m u c h of quie t h u m o u r and 
mean ing in t h e different p ic tu res produced by h im from t ime to 
t i m e . H i s serv ices—as h e was t h e only a r t i s t of a n y n o t e — w e r e 
n a t u r a l l y in c o n s t a n t demand . The I l l u m i n a t e d farewell addresses 
p re sen ted to t h e Governors from t ime to t ime , on t h e i r qu i t t i ng t h e 
I s l and were all done by h i m or from designs executed by him: 
a n d t h e full page i l l u s t r a t i o n s in t h e work en t i t l ed " T h e Visit of t h e 
Duke of Ed inburgh t o Ceylon " were all h is hand iwork . 

H i s love of ca r i ca tu re led h im to c o n t r i b u t e to t h e local comic 
papers . For i n s t a n c e , h is p i c tu res and ske tches which appeared in 
Muniandi from t ime to t ime were m u c h admired, and his splendid 
i l l u s t r a t i o n s which formed a special f ea tu re of t h e C h r i s t m a s . 
S u p p l e m e n t s to some of t h e local newspape r s a re n o t likely to be 
soon forgo t ten! Fo r some of his bes t s k e t c h e s and i l l u s t r a t ions , we 
would refer ou t r eade r s to t h e i l lus t ra ted supp lement t o The 
Examiner. (X 'mas 1875).1 A m o n g s t t h e s e a r e t h e ske tches 
r e l a t i n g t o . t h e visit of t h e Pr ince of Wales . H i s r epu te as an a r t i s t 

1, This newspaper was established on the. 7th January 1846. "™ 
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was n o t confined to t h e l and of his b i r t h , for he became m a n y years 
ago a valued c o n t r i b u t o r t o several E n g l i s h i l lus t ra ted papers 
n o t a b l y t h e Graphic which had h i s : pho tog raph and a graceful 
t r i b u t e to his memory as an a r t i s t , in a r e c e n t n u m b e r . 

My friend m a r r i e d in t h e s ix t ies , I t h i n k , 1 and lived for a 
s h o r t while in a l i t t l e house in Hosp i t a l S t r ee t , F o r t . I saw h im 
in h is l i t t l e co t t age more t h a n once and he told me he was leading.a 
ve ry happy life in t h a t q u a r t e r of t he world. F r o m h i s house he took 
me, one morn ing , in about five m i n u t e s , to t h e n e a r e s t r a m p a r t ( the 
old fort if icat ions had no t t h e n been pulled down) and pointed out t h e 
" coigns of vantage "—" t h e favour i te spo t s or po in t s from which he 
h a d such splendid v iews of t h e sea" of t h e sur f -bea ten s h o r e ; of ■Calle 
Face ; of t he beaut iful Esp l anade ( the old race course) wi th i t s fringe 
of coconut t o p s ; of Slave I s l and and i t s l i t t l e br idge, and of t h e 
beaut i fu l B e h a Lake—of t h e blue skies and of t h e l ights and 
shadows t h a t fell upon t he lake and i t s su r round ings ; and of Adam's 
Peak which was visible a t t i m e s in t h e d i s tance . H e made me a 
p r e s e n t of one of his mos t exquisi te d rawings pa in ted a b o u t th i s 
t ime. I t was a p i c tu re of t h e L a k e a t dawn wi th Adam's P e a k in 
t h e d i s t ance . 

J . L. K. V. was fond of mus ic a n d h a d a g r e a t fancy for t h e 
violin. B u t his mus ica l t a l e n t s found scope in a different d i rec
t ion. Abou t th i s t ime , he came in c o n t a c t wi th a s ingula r ly eccen
t r i c old gen t l eman , Lieber t Phi l l ips who was a g r ea t 'mus i c i an and 
could play wi th m u c h faci l i ty on t h e F l u t e , G u i t a r , Z i the r $nd 
B a n d a r i n h a — p a r t i c u l a r l y on the las t -named i n s t r u m e n t . J . L. K. V., 
i a a shor t t ime , became a g r e a t favour i te of t h e old g e n t l e m a n ' s , 
who t a u g h t h im to play on t he B a n d a r i n h a — a sweet th ree - s t r inged 
i n s t r u m e n t . Old L iebe r t was a well r ead m a n — k n e w D u t c h , and i t 
w a s p l e a s a n t to l i s t en t o h i s t a lk a n d t o h e a r h im play on t he 
B a n d a r i n h a . The staccato passages were s imply splendid, and t h e 
l i t t le i n s t r u m e n t l i tera l ly " s p o k e out " when he touched t h e s t r i n g s . 
J . L. K. V. persevered, and was in a very s h o r t t ime as good a p l a y e r 
as his m a s t e r , who left h is B a n d a r i n h a as a legacy, to his favour i te 
pupil, before he died. 

After qu i t t i ng t he For t , J . L. K. V. came back to Smal l Pass , and 
lived t h e r e , (next to his f a the r ' s res idence) , for many yea r s , un t i l 
he f l i t ted to Bamba lap i t iya , where he pu rchased a piece of land and 
bui l t a model house—qui t e an a r t i s t ' s co t tage wi th beaut i fu l Ionic 
p i l l a r s—and t h u s became one of t h e ear l ies t s e t t l e r s to Bambala
pi t iya, where he lived up to h i s dea th . H i s bes t work was done 
whilst living in th i s co t tage , which he called " DORDRECHT."2 

I t is , pe rhaps , no t general ly known t h a t a m o n g o t h e r t h i n g s , 
oar a r t i s t took a grea t i n t e r e s t in pushing forward : t ha t excel lent 
work by Mr. Leopold Ludovici—his L A P I D A R I U M Z E Y L A N I C U M , 
which con ta in s a collect ion of m o n u m e n t a l insc r ip t ions of t h e Dutch 

1- Married Cornelia Henrietta Spittel, at the Dutch Reformed Church, 
"Wolvendaal, on the 30th January 1861. 

2. Between Haigh Road and 10th Lane. 
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Church and c h u r c h - y a r d a of Ceylon. J , h. K. V, supervised t be 
l i t hograph ic por t ion of t he work, as it was going t h r o u g h t h e press , 
and eon t r i bu t ed a beaut iful pen and ink ske tch of t h e "inter ior of 
Wol fendha l Church , Colombo, shewing the Governor ' s pew all lined 
wi th c r i m s o n velvet; t he E l d e r s ' a n d Deacons ' pews near ly opposite 
to i t ; t h e g r a n d old pulpi t wi th t he B a p t i s t r y and Lec t e rn , and also 
t h e w e s t e r n window of s ta ined glass w i t h t h e h a t c h m e n t of Gov
ernor Wi lhe lm I m a n Fa lck on one side of it. If one examines this 
p ic tu re careful ly, t h e deta i l s will s imply a s ton i sh h im ; for the re is 
n o t h i n g t h a t t h e a r t i s t h a s o m i t t e d . L a s t , t h o u g h n o t leas t , you 
will not ice a chair nex t to t he E lde r s ' pew, in which he inscr ibed his 
n a m e as t h e a r t i s t , shewing h i s love and a t t a c h m e n t to t he grand 
old h i s to r i c chu rch in which he was bap t i sed , confirmed and 
mar r i ed , and in wh ich he had served as an E l d e r for m a n y years . 
I n th i s connec t ion I can scarcely omi t to men t ion t h a t , bes ides be
ing an E l d e r of t he Wolfendhal c h u r c h for a series of years , he took 
a deep i n t e r e s t in t h e e rec t ion of t h e plain b u t p r e t t y l i t t le church 
a t Bamba lap i t i ya . 

I n addi t ion t o all t h i s J . L. K. V. was a F ree Mason of a high 
order . He was a P a s t M a s t e r 2 and belonged, I believe, to t h e Eoya l 
Chap te r Lodge, and was a t one t ime cor responding s e c r e t a r y and, 
in communica t ion wi th all t h e lodges. On the X X V t h a n n i v e r s a r y of 
his mar r i age , a few yea r s ago a la rge n u m b e r of m a s o n s called a t 
" D o r d r e c h t " headed by Colonel G o r m a n , who m a d e a very feeling 
speech on t h e occasion and presen ted J . L. K. V. and Mrs . VanDor t 
w i t h very cost ly g i f t s . On t h e same day b u t a shor t whi le after
wa rds , an address was p r e sen t ed to h im by h i s n u m e r o u s f r iends , 
a n d Mr. C h a r l e s L. F e r d i n a n d s , t h e spokesman , made a m o s t effec
t ive speech in t h e course of wh ich he re fe r red t 6 Mr. V a n D o r t ' s 
pos i t ion a s " un ique " — h e being t he only Ceylon a r t i s t . 

I have some of his ear l ier ske t ches wi th me . H e vis i ted Kandy 
in t h e sixt ies , and I have a very good coloured ske t ch of t he 
Gampola bridge and i ts sur roundings , a ske tch of Daweon ' s monu
m e n t a t t h e top of K a d u g a n n a w a Pass , (erected under h is f a t h e r ' s 
supervision) , and also of a Buddh i s t p r i e s t and h i s a t t e n d a n t . He 
told me t h a t when ho was mak ing a ske t ch of the m o n u m e n t , Sir 
William Ogle Carr, C.J., who was a fel low-passenger w i t h h im in t he 
Kandy mail coach , looked a t h i s s k e t c h and was pleased wi th i t , and 
made some sugges t ions which he readily adop ted . 

I also possess a copy of t h e wel l -known p i c tu re (done in 
I n d i a n I n k ) of t h e " Vacan t Chai r "—in t h e s tudy of Whist Bunga
low. T h e t ab le , is t h e r e — a n d t h e bookshelves and t h e Vacant 
Chai r and on t h e top of an office-box a s t r ing of beads left probably 
by some dear l i t t le g r a n d - d a u g h t e r who was playing a t h is knee s 

1. In 1869, A. M. Ferguson brought out his "Souvenirs of Ceylon" which 
derived its chief interest from the cari matures'of various classes of Ceylon people, 
in different walks of life, by J . L. K. VanDort. 

2. He was a Master of the Sphinx Lodge, Irish Constitution in 1879. 
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day or t w o before Sir R i c h a r d 1 had passed away. The c res t wi th 
t h e m o t t o " L e t t h e deed s h e w " is seen in t he top co rne r s of t h e 
sketch; and t h r o u g h t h e open window t h e two stone "elephants a re 
seen which had been scu lp tu red and b r o u g h t t h e r e from Mut tu- ra ja -
wela. N o t h i n g could be more comple te or more tel l ing t h a n t h i s 
p ic tu re . 

To my mind, however , t h e r e is n o t h i n g finer a m o n g s t h i s sket 
ches t h a n t he p ic tu re of t h e Stone Lion of Nissanka Malla, which 
will be found in t h e i l lus t ra ted s u p p l e m e n t of " The Examiner" 
of October, 1875. I t will be r e m e m b e r e d t h a t t h i s r emarkab l e S t o n e 
Liou was removed from the wilds, of P o l o n n a r u w a and dragged all 
the way, on a dray , by e lephan t s unt i l i t reached Mata l e . I saw i t 
a t t h e Kandy ra i lway s t a t ion , and large c rowds w e n t to see i t too . 
The M a h a w a n s a tel ls us t h a t King N i s s a n k a or K i r t i Nissanka Malla 
re igned a t P o l o n n a r u w a A. D . 1198) j u s t 700 yea r s ago, and admi
n i s t e r ed Ju s t i c e in his counci l -bal l , s i t t i ng on t h i s s tone beas t . This 
fact was mos t s t r a n g e l y co r robo ra t ed by an inscr ip t ion found on i t 
to t h e following effect:—"ON T H I S L I O N K I N G NISSANKA M A L L A 
S A T A N D A D M I N I S T E R E D J U S T I C E " . 

Well, when t h e Stone Lion reached Colombo and found a res t 
ing place in t h e Museum—(anybody can have a look a t it now)— 
J. L. K. V., was one of t h e first to go and see i t , a n d whi l s t he was 
admir ing th i s g rand relic of t he past , a b r igh t idea occur red to h im. 
H e made a ske tch of i t , and added a ca r i ca tu re of Sir Wil l iam Gre
gory s i t t i n g on . i t s hack in regal K a n d y a n cos tume hold ing a pair 
of scales, and a d m i n i s t e r i n g J u s t i c e as King Ni s sanka Mal la did of 
old. 

This p i c tu re was l i t h og raphed by J. L. K. V. wi th a beaut iful 
o r n a m e n t a l border , and , as soon as it appeared in t he pages of t b e 
newspaper refer red to , i t a t t r a c t e d t he a t t e n t i o n of Sir Wil l iam 
Gregory, who was ev iden t ly much pleased w i t h i t , for he refers to i t 
with much sa t i s fac t ion in his au tob iography recen t ly edi ted and 
published by Lady Gregory . 3 This is w h a t Sir Wi l l i am says of t b e 
S tone Lion and of t h e clever a r t i s t : — 

" I m u c h reg re t I c a n n o t lay my h a n d on t h e l e t t e r of Mr. 
MacBride giving t he account of t h e t r a n s p o r t of a f amous Lion from 
i t s or ig inal s i te in t h e counci l -hal l of King N i s s a n k a Malla at-
P o l o n n a r u w a . " This is t he ru ined c i ty of g r e a t e s t i n t e r e s t a f t e r 
Anuradhapu ra . I t is of much l a t e r or igin . T h e Lion in ques t ion is 
a fine object. T h e r e is an insc r ip t ion on it t o t h i s effect.—■' 

"On t h i s Lion King N i s s a n k a Malla sa t and a d m i n i s t e r e d 
Jus t ice . "—A cap i t a l ca r i ca tu re was done of me by Mr. J . L . K. 
VanDor t . I was p o r t r a y e d as K ing Nissanka Mal la d ressed in 
Royal K a n d y a n robes and seated on t h e Lion w i t h t h e T i t l e "The 
modem Nissanka MallaV 

1. Sir Richard Morgan. 
2. Sir William Gregory K.C.M.G,, an autobiography, edited by Lady Gregory. 4). 
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Some t ime after t h e appea rance of t h e c a r i c a t u r e in ques t ion , I 
m e t t h e a r t i s t in Colombo and I asked h im w h a t all th is was about . 
"O , yea," saidjhe. Sir Wil l iam Gregory s e n t for me and I t h o u g h t I 
would be severely censured J:'or a t t e m p t i n g to c a r i c a t u i e t h e Gover
nor of Oeylon. I n s t e a d of t h a t he received me mos t k indly a t 
Queen ' s House , and, af ter p u t t i n g me a few ques t ions abou t my 
ca ree r as a local a r t i s t , Sir Wil l iam with a mer ry twink le in his ej e, 
asked me, " N o w tel l me Mr. V a n D o r t , h o w did t h e idea of placing 
me on t h e top of t he Lion as Nissanka Malla occur to y o u ? " I 
candidly to ld t h e Governor t h a t t h e idea d a w n e d on me as I was 
admi r ing t h e Lion a t t h e M u s e u m — a building which owed i t s origin 
t o H i s Excel lency himself . It) was simply t h e association of ideas, 
Sir Will iam had a h e a r t y laugh; and t h e n he had a n o t h e r look a t 
t h e ske tch which he he ld in h i s h a n d and t h e n a t me ! I feared he 
would, a t least , warn me not to do it again: b u t he did n o t . As I 
was leaving him, he said he hoped t o see and know more of m e : b u t , 
of coarse , I never wen t n e a r Queen 's H o u s e a g a i n . " J u s t like h im 
—we all know w h a t a modes t r e t i r ing fellow he w a s ! 

As a n a r t i s t of some r e p u t e , he should have been b e t t e r known; 
bu t J. L. K. V. led such a quie t life in his l i t t l e co t tage , " D o r d r e c h t " 
and t h u s seldom came before t h e public . His g r e a t de l igh t was to 
take long and a lmos t fa t iguing walks in t h e early morn ings a n d 
a f t e r n o o n s unt i l h is medica l a t t e n d a n t p roh ib i t ed h im from doing 
so as he feared hear t -d i sease . I m e t t h e a r t i s t one morn ing at 
Bamba lap i t i ya , when I was s t ay ing t e m p o r a r i l y in his ne ighbour 
hood not m a n y yea r s ago. H e s topped me and h e said, "You h a v e 
no idea w h a t lovely walks t h e r e a re in our ne ighbourhood . I h a v e 
only to get in to t h e Hindoo Temple opposi te t o my house , and reach 
t h e ga rdens behind, and I find myself in pa rad i se—such beaut i fu l 
avenues—such large umbrageous t r ee s—such shady invi t ing nooks — 
where t he birds s ing—and such soft breezes blow now and aga in as 
you get in to t h e o p e n . " -

. W h e n h e was confined t o t h e house d a r i n g t h e l a t t e r yea r s of 
his life, be spen t t he ear ly morn ings in r ead ing—and , a f te r breakfas t 
in p repa r ing " d e s i g n s " or s k e t c h e s for The G-raphic and o t h e r il lus
t r a t e d E n g l i s h pape r s . 

As an a r t i s t he was widely k n o w n th roughou t t h e I s l a n d and 
even beyond its l imi ts ; bu t very few knew t h a t he was equally clever 
wi th h i s pen, and could descr ibe a scene which a r r e s t ed h i s a t t en 
t i on with as much ease and facili ty, wi th his pen, as wi th his 
pencil .1 F o r some years past , h e regu la r ly con t r i bu t ed ar t ic les on 
var ious subjects to t h e C h r i s t m a s supp lemen t of The Ceylon 'Exami
ner, and probably none bu t h i s i n t i m a t e f r iends suspec ted t h a t he 
was t he a u t h o r of t h o s e excel lent c o n t r i b u t i o n s . I t h i n k . I can do 
no b e t t e r t h a n subjoin a few e x t r a c t s t o shew t h e pecul ia r i t ies of 
his s tyle and h i s powers of descr ip t ion and also t h e ex t r eme clenif* 

1. An article by liim on "Old Colombo ",—printed in Vol.. xii, p. 78 of The 
Journal, affords a striking example of his ability as a writer. 
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ness , and co r r ec tnes s of such descr ip t ion , no m a t t e r w h a t t h e sub
j ec t was1 t h a t engaged his a t t e n t i o n . 

J . L. K. V. w a s equally h a p p y in r e l a t ing s h o r t s tor ies . H e 
wrote a very s t i r r i n g . a r t i c l e as an X ' m a s c o n t r i b u t i o n to t he Ex
aminer nob very long ago in regard to some h a u n t e d houses in and 
around Colombo. I t would suffice if I give your r eade r s an e x t r a c t 
r e l a t i n g to VUYSTWYK, t h e coun t ry - s ea t of t h e no to r ious D u t c h 
Governor Vuyst . Th i s is t he ext rac t ;— 

T h e proverbia l schoolboy h a s given us t h e m e a n i n g of t h e 
famil iar l e t t e r s , E . I .P . , as " R e t u r n if Possible," hence no doub t 
c e r t a i n reckless sp i r i t s a c t i ng on t h i s h i n t , are in t h e hab i t of paying 
f r equen t v is i t s to th is world in general and Colombo in p a r t i c u l a r 
d u r i n g t h e g l impses of t h e moon. F r o m var ious sources of inform
at ion, t h e following legends have been collected by your r epo r t e r for 
t h e e n t e r t a i n m e n t of your n u m e r o u s readers ' dur ing t h e p re sen t 
festive season. Beg inn ing wi th t he n o r t h e r n s u b u r b s , Vuys twyk 
looms p re -eminen t ly a m o n g s t Ghos t - r idden q u a r t e r s . W h e t h e r at 
n o t Vuyst was a cann iba l , or t h a t h is Malay cook sha red his canni
ba l i s t i c propens i t ies is no conce rn of our s ; suffice i t t o say, t h a t t h e 
legend h i n t s as mueh , and s t a t e s fur ther t h a t t h e Village byepa tb 
leading from t h e high road beh ind V u y s t w y k was t h e spot whence 
m a n y a vil lager r e tu rn ing h o m e w a r d af te r dusk mys te r ious ly dis
appeared , a n d t h a t t h e bones of people of all sexes and ages were 
u n e a r t h e d in i t s immed ia t e v ic in i ty a f te r Vuys t ' s re ign of te r ror . 
W h e n your r e p o r t e r v i s i ted V u y s w y k in 1847, a well and a large 
b a t h i n g t a n k cons t ruc ted nea r it w i t h s teps leading down to i t were 
po in ted ou t as t h e h a u n t e d local i ty w h e r e g roans a n d s ighs i nnu 
merab le issued all day and night ; and , verily, t h e lone l iness of t h e 
place , combined w i t h t h e soughing and r u s h i n g of t h e C h r i s t m a s 
breezes t h e n in full force, con t r ibu ted not a l i t t le t owards lending 
a n a i r of t r u t h t o t h e r u m o u r , while a grove of bamboo b u s h e s 
growing a round t he t a n k e m i t t e d s o m e t h i n g like groans when the i r 
s t e m s h a p p e n e d t o gr ind a g a i n s t each o t h e r d u r i n g fitful g u s t s of 
wind, I t needed not t he p resence of a fat boy to m a k e one 's flesh 
c reep while s t and ing t h e r e a lone . I n 189*, t h e bamboo b u s h e s h a d 
disappeared, t h e well and t ank were in r u i n s and ove rg rown wi th 
weeds , b u t t h e m y s t e r i o u s sounds were the re a n d n o one was to be 
found courageous enough to v e n t u r e nea r i t a f t e r dark. At n i g h t 
t h e be la t ed t rave l le r would h u r r y on a s h e s a w l i g h t s g leaming 
a r o u n d t h e u n c a n n y spo t where all a round was dark and' no h u m a n 
hab i t a t ion nea r , t h e bunga low be ing a b o u t 300 y a r d s away n e a r t h e 
j u n c t i o n of t w o ca r r i age roads , and qu i t e ou t of s igh t and h e a r i n g . 
T h e guide and c a r e t a k e r re jected t h e idea of t h e r e being a n y Jack-
o ' - L a n t e r n or Wil l -o ' - tbe-Wisp in t h e case a t all, and s t o u t l y ma in 
ta ined t h a t ifc was old V u y s t h imse l f keeping n i g h t l y vigil t h e r e a n d 
doing p e n a n c e in his burn ing " I r o n Chai r" . 

I c a n n o t he lp adding one m o r e E x t r a c t from a con t r i bu t ion 
which appeared in " T h e E x a m i n e r " newspaper of Christmas 1S93. 
His a r t i c l e i s headed " C H R I S T M A S in COLOMBO, 1850, by a Spook of 



42 THE JOURNAL OP THS. 

ilie Period" I t is a very interesting article, and shews how close 
an Observer J. L. K. V. was of the customs passing events and inci
dents of the day. After describing the different ceremonies and 
customs in vogue in Colombo in the Old Times in celebrating The 
Great Festival, he proceeds to describe the various costumes as well 
as the head-gear and dresses worn by the children in those days, 
including the CONCERTINA CAPS not in vogue now. Then, with great 
ingenuity ho'traces the "LAST C A P " of its kind to an ancient al-
mirah to be found in a Moorish-Lumber-Store amongst the "Iron-
Shops" in the Pettah of Colombo! Having taken us to this anti
quated store he proceeds, with a quaintness and humour peculiarly 
his own to describe the OTHER rare and extraordinary articles 
which formed the stock-in-trade of tha t enterprising Old Tamby 
who was always hoping that a purchaser might turn up some fine 
day and pay a fancy price for his wonderful commodities. 

Extract Referred to 
"Children go about in their smartest costumes of the period to 

receive presents from Uncles, Aunts and Grandparents as well as to 
pay their duty visits; and aged pensioners move about earlier than 
usual this morning to obtain their Christmas bounties at an early 
hour. ' ' Toy—and firework—stalls spring up in every available nook 
and corner, from the humble hanape covered with a clean napkin, 
and heaped with packets of Chinese crackers, bundles of bluelights, 
rockets and squibs and saucers of detonating balls and glass bubbles, 
to the wall stocked boutique glittering with paper lanterns, swing
ing mandarins and toy-fishes besides mountains of crackers, and a 
great variety of fireworks, large and small. There are, at all hours, 
admiring groups of little ones assembled before the same, under 
escort of nurses, others, who are old enough, make purchases on 
their own account and a few who only stand and -wait outside the 
circle until a sympathetic kind hearted person scatters a few crac
kers amidst th*»m. Amongst the head dresses of the young folk the 
'Concertina Gap' is the most conspicuous. I t has since disappeared 
from mortal Ken, and seems to have been improved off the face of 
the earth. There is however: at the present day, an antiquated 
Moorish luraher—store amongst the "Iron boutiques" in the Pettah 
in which stands an ancient almirah. Through its broken and dusty 
panes covered with the mildew and damp of years of neglect, re
poses in peace one of those curious caps, in the company of a few 
.poke —bonnets, large and small, of limp and faced straw; and. two 
dress—hats of real beaver fur, with fiercely cooked brims in the 
fashion of fifty years ago, both of a discoloured drab hut one lighter 
in t int than the other. There are besides them a few rusty waist 
and shoe—buckles, a high comb or two, an ancient snuff box, and a 
bunch of watch seals; also an old. betel box with brass betel crusher 
and other accessories; and in a huge chest a green bombazine Dress 
coat with brass hottons, pointed tails and a high velvet lined collar. 
likewise a couple of gorgeous, though faded, waist-coats of silk and 
velvet, gold embroidered; a few. shirts and huge collars and frilled 
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fronts and cuffs and some high-waistad, pudding-sleeved ladies' 
dresses, one of which is embroidered with gold and silver spangles. 
The Old Tamby "the Proprietor/ 'still entertains a hope tha t a pur
chaser might turn up for them some fine day, as well as for a worn out 
Poft'ertjie—panf«.,—Wafell-Iron and a bell-metal Broeder pannetjie, 
which occupies another corner of this shop in company with the 
steering gear and front wheel of a trikel, the sliding doors of a 
palanquin and the remains of a "looy banquet % 

Does not the foregoing remind us somewhat of the ''needy shop' 
of the poor Apothecary of Mantua to whom Borneo went for a dram 
of Poison in his despair. 

"" And in his needy shop a tortoise hung; 
An alligator stuffed and other skins 
Of illshaped fishers: and about-his shelves 
A beggarly account of empty boxes, 
Green earthenpots, bladders and musty seeds, 
Remnants of pack-thread and old cakes of roses 
Were thinly scattered to make up a show." 

I think, I have now said all I can remember of my esteemed 
departed friend and it is time I should drop the curtain. 

There is one small item, however, I cannot well omit. When I 
was ati "Dordrecht" for his funeral, I entered his studio, and I was 
shewn the picture of a horse done in pencil, framed and hung by him
self. I t bore his initials and the words "7th year." It was evidently 
one of his earliest productions which he had carefully preserved; 
and, not far from this was his easel with a very striking water-
colour picture. I t was that of a race course and of a Jockey who 
had come to grief at a hurdle.—The words underneath were "His 
LAST HURDLE." This was certainly the last picture J. L. K. V. 
ever painted. There is, I think, a sad significance in the words, as 
if he had a presentiment of his approaching end. 

His sudden death of heart disease took place on the afternoon 
of the 24th March last.1 He left only a son and a daughter—both 
clever in their ways—different and identical though they are in 
many respects—and the son who has inherited much of his father's 
talent, willows feel sure, do his best to fill his father's place. 

In the death of J. L. K. V., I need scarcely say; Ceylon has lost 
an Artist of no little merit, ability and originality; and his numer
ous friends are, I feel sure, npt likely to forget him for a long time 
to come. They will always think of his goodness and gentleness as 
a friend, and of his sterling ability as an Artist. 

Note by Editor .-—This biographical sketch was written by J. B. 
Siebel, and published in June 1898, in a monthly magazine of general 
interest, called The Ceylon Review. It might be added that the 
subject of the sketch was the father of Miss Grace van Dort, and of 

1. A bench or wooden^seat for affianced lovers in the old days, 
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her brother Ernest Francis van Dort—himself an artist who 
exbibitent, largely at exhibitions held under the auspices of the 
Ceylon Society of Arts, of which Society his father was one of the 
earliest Presidents. 

Earnest van Dort married Rosaline Harriet Ondatje. The 
la t ter and her daughter Enid Muriel, the wife of Col. Carl Evan 
Arndfc, settled some years back, with their family, in Perth, "West 
Australia. 

J. B. Siebel the school-boy friend of J. L. K. van Dort, toot to 
the Law and eventually settled in practice as a Proctor in Handy 
He was later Crown Proctor and was a widely-known personality 
endowed with a sympathetic pan which enriched many a periodical 
published in his generation. 

DU^CH BUSGHEK tJHION 45 

GENEALOGY OF THE FAMILY OF 
' ANDREE OF CEYLON. 

{Compiled by Mr. F. H. de Vos in 1917 ; revised by 
Mr. D. V.AUendorffin 1950). 

I 
Fredrik Andree, born at Zelle in Prussia, living in Ceylon 1759-

17S4, (D.B.TJ. Journal, Vol. I, page 37), Gannonier at the Fortress of 
Caliture (Kalutara) married in the Dutch Reformed Church, 
Wolvendaal : . 

(a) 21st January 1759, Anna Maria Douwe, 
(b) 30bh June 1765, Catharina Moormans. 
(c) Anna Catharina Gasman. 

Of the first marriage, he had— 
1 Jacobus Hendrik, who follows under II, 
2 Wilbelm Hendrik, who follows under III . 
3 Anna Brigetta, baptised 3rd July 1765. 
! Of the second marriage, he had— 
4 Johannes Juriaan, baptised 16th August 1766. 
5 Wilhelmina Cornelia, baptised 2nd December 1768. 
6 Jacob Fredrik, baptised 3rd August 1775. 
7 Siisanua Eredina, baptised 17th January 1784. 

Of the third marriage, he had— 
8 Gerrit Fredrik, who follows under IV, 

I I 
Jacobus Hendrik Andree, baptised 31st July 1759, married in 

tho Duteh Reformed Church, Wolvendaal, 5th February 1786, 
Margarita Stiermans, and he had by her— 

1 Willem Christiaan, baptised 18th March 1787. 

I l l 
Wilhelm Hendrik Andree, Sitting Magistrate of Gangaboda and 

Talpe Pafctus, Galle, previously of Kalutara in 1815 and of Barberyn 
in 1818, baptised 16th Jane 1764, died 1st September 1821, married: 

(a) In the Dutch Reformed Church, Matara, 21st Septem
ber 1788, Isabella Haspelaar. 

(b) In the Dutch Reformed. Church, Galle, 20th March 
1791, Clara Elisabeth Van Hoven. 

Of the first marriage, he had— 
1 Johannes Everhardus, who follows under V. 


