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OUR FRONTISPIECE

We analogise to ocur subscriberz for the late izsna of the
Journal in tiwo successive quarbers. One of the first purposes to
which our energies will be addressed anew will be to ensure regular
and punctual publication. With the faveur at the hands of our
readers of a little tolerance, of a little support in doing their best to
make the Journal more widely known among members, we enter on
our new task with confidence and pleasure. e

_ It has been, as it will be our object in future, to maintain the
feature articles which have made this Jousrnal so valuakle not merely
to the people who are " of onr own household” but also to the
historian and student. Butb it will be our obhject also to introduce
other features fo make the contents more intimate and critical. As
a test of accephance we have begun on these lineg with this number.

.
waw

The glimpses afforded the reader of the manner in which the
“Yiegacies of the Colonial Dutch Kngineer’ have heen removed or
modified in a century and a half, give us pause. True, sentiment
and picturesqueness cannot hold againgt the practical in what we

o calla ' work-a-day world,” Effect must yield to usefulness.

When in an emergeney fire-gaps were wedged info the oldest
part of the City of Colombo a few years ago, they discovered to the
discerning eye many Duteh, and may be, earlier Portuguecse archi-
tectural ideas in gable, door-way, window, stoep and stairway,
which lay hidden behind o frontage of more recent origin. These
ideas have been irrecoverably lost, Seoon perbaps, noamount of -
search will reveal a single example of domestic architecture which
bears the immprint of the history of those periods.

What should be done in the circumstances? We can remind

‘purselves that history derives equally from record as it does from

monuament, TIf then we cannot promote a co-operative memory by
monument, we can honounr such lagacies of the Pasi by records.
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Theve is statutory provision to enforce professional inspection
before auy old Dutch buildings are demolished or removed. If this
precaution is unfailingly enforced, plans and desigue can where
necessary be prepared. This is a matter the Union might take
up with the Archaeclogical Commissioner. '

" Dutch Golombo * is the first of & picture of Old- Ceylon which
we hope 6o produce as a serial, so that the memory of by-gone times
may not pass away for ever. Theso skebehes were first published in
the Volumes of Dicken’s “ Household Words” over a century ago.
Lhe author of the sketches was John Capper, a cne time editor of
“The Times of Ceylon ” and a contemperary of A. M. Ferguson of
“The Observer,” Sir Richard Margan, Charlie Ferdinands and
Charles Ambrose Lorenz. - ‘

Wo taka great pleasure in referring tiothe Imperial honours

recently conferred on the oceasion of the birthday of His Majesty .

the King on Dr. B. L. 8pittel who was awarded the C.B.E. in 1924,
and on Mr. H, D, Jansz.

D, 8pittel, who was made a Companion of the Most Distin-
guished Order of Saint Michae! and Baint George, has added to his
distingaished ability as a surgeon a .great deal of work for the
improvement of the health ssrvices of the country. He has more-
over experienced well of the turmoil of publie life.

The delight of his life has been the Ceylon Jungles and Wild-
life in the widest sense incloding the aboriginal races in the Island.
His book on the subject been published under the title of “Vanished

Trails,” has racently been issued in the forms of s, reviged reprint.

Hilaire Donald Jansz who was awarded the O.B.E., is not only
an exceptionally able journalist, but has for nearly two decades been
the Bditor of “The Ceylon Observer.” This has put him much in
the pablic eye, for the “Ceylon Observer” has long been in the
nature of a public institution. - :

We take this opportunity of congratulating these members of ~

the Union on the weil-merit honoar conferred on them, and in more
gensral sense—on their Community,

DUTCH BURGLER UNION ' 8
LEGACIES OF THE COLONIAL DUTCH
| ENGINEER*® o

The conbribution which the enginesr made during {he centory

and a half when the Duteh East Indin Company ruled over mari-

time Ceylon is counted among “.Oid unhappy far-off thmgs-‘- »
Nevartheless, there is still much evideuce ur‘ltouched.by moderp in-
fluences, to show what the Colonial Dutch ]‘Jngmeer_s &cgpmphsbed'
in the latter half of the )7th and up Go the luss decidde of tho 18th
century, - . o

The Datich Government of Ceylon remained primarily f)f a
military character and composition from 1640 until the last of the
Portugnese forces were expeiled in 1658, Immediately thereafter
a regalar civiladministration was sgt up. Among ot_her Depart-
ments there was one under the superintendence of a Chiei_ Inspector
of Pablic Works. The execulive was composed of engineers and

© guaantify or butilding surveyorz. The latter officiated similar Lo a

Clerk of Works, and was termed: Hootmeester. .
Nafiurally, the talent of the engineer was init‘ialiy claimed for
the important work of re-fortifying the .strongholus captured from
the Poﬁbuguese, Jbut research on the available plans and records of
the period revenls that on the turn of the I8th century the Dutch
had designed most of the forts anew dnd were bpsy on their cons-
traction. Hvan though the re-designed fOFt;lﬁ(‘ﬂ.thnS were built in
a style in vogne in the Dutieh school durmg' tl‘ie latter end of the
17th cenbury, thera was nothing ch_amctemst;ca]ly Dutch a_hg.uh
these forts. The sole feature which in the present day affo:.'ds a
clue to their national origin is the iofty gateway b_be Dutch engineer
built into these fortifications over.the arch of which he unfailingly

placed the

'monogr;mm of the Compony. ‘In heraldly this monogram was

' “blazoned in letbers of blue on a gilver field.

One other feature peculiar to the forts on watey fronts, was

- & porteullis they called water-gate. This served to let people into

tire fort when the town gate was bolted ,arl'd- barre&: it was in res
ality a tunnel, constructed in a manner which permitted movement

- in single file only, and so designed at one point to compel the entrant

to bend and present an ideal posture for a bhammer-blow if he wag
a hostile intruder. '
Basically, the planned Dutch fortifications blend strategic fore-

sight which took advantage of art and nature. . Closer inspection

Abridged from a paper originally submitted to 2 meeting of the Engiﬁeoiug
Assoclatien of Ceylon. o ‘
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of their works sbill extant illostrate the tactical skill of those times,
when coanterscarps, fussebrayes, raveling, curtain, glassie and moat
- were necessary o render a fortress impregnable,

The walls of the Castle of Colomho, as they called their princi-
ple stronghold, took 30 years to raise, and Galle wae not completely
walled until many decades later. Jaffna Fort, on acecunt of the
drier climate and the superior coral used for its construction, is in

excellent praservation—~even fio itis bartizans ot quaint seénlry boxes -

conspicuously perched on the angles of the bastions. There ‘are of
conrse many smaller forts which have withstood the fret and wear
‘of two and a half cenbaries. Most of them have suffered in the past
from negleet and vandalism.* ‘

It was in domastic architecture, nnd in the planning of towns,
that the Colonial Dutch Bogineor seems to have been afforded most
gscope  for introducing specialised ideas. His ideas were lavgely
bused on gtyles davelopsadin the Nebherl&n{is, but were modified to
suit éguatorial conditions.

These distinctive Dutch norms were used to greatest advant-
ago in the architecbure of the sireet. Tor the most part they
a.ppeare_d in a varieby of forms in Ghe bulldl_ngs fronting the road-
grids in - the sefitlements. which grew within the walled Castle atb
Colombo and the Galle Fort, as well as in bhe Oude Stadt or “outer.
Tort” of nearly all their bowns.

With the removal of the grass-grown 1a,mpa.rhs at Colombo
about the year 1872, the Dutick villas, the tree-shaded. gtreets and
the gardens had to yield to.a mighty flood of industrial enterprise,
Subbequenﬁ demoliticn or modernisation of the Duteh buildings
both i and outside the Hors of Colémba, have left, but for a very
fow excepbions, no buailding evidence in Oolombo of -a distinctly
Dutceh character.,t

Fartunately, however, the distinctive cha;ra;cter which the
Dubtch engineer bestowed on Galle has not changed much, and one

may yvat sense 1a this walled town an old-time naturalness in houses, .

eharch and streeis which both inspire-and help the mindto remodel
individual and co-operative legacies of the past.

The shraight and narrow streets of all the Céylon Duteh towns
usually showed two parvallel rows of slender wooden or rounded
. brick pillars which seemed o converge in the disfance. Thesa

% Anyone interested in these picturesque relics will find a very full description
of hoth large and small foris erscted by the Duteh.along the coast or at places a
few miles inland, in a contribulion by ‘that versatile writer on Ceylon antiquities:
J. P. Lewis, C. M. G., (C.C.8.), in Chapter 1 of Volume It of the History of the
Public Woiks Dapm'tment

T ¢ Dutel House,”’ largely modernised, off Castle %tloct and Kanatte Road,
originally a eountry houge of 2 Dutch ofﬁcm{ is one exception. An old Dutch
Bmldmﬂ in Prince Street and the busy 1‘(,tt‘1‘a used as the Post Office, is another.

There are o few others in the Fort and I&tmh screencd by modern gmft which,

cau be traced only after much search.

Light-house Street, Galle, in 1900, showing the distinctive
Dutch norms in the architecture of the street.
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-'-pllla,rs fronbed deap varanéahs ‘oF staeps and supported ‘bhe lew‘

. .plbched roofs of the ‘single: storled Hoeuses which: ﬂanked the. slreet:
and were aepara.ted from it by & wooeden railing.::The ‘one: diversi-, - SR

- fying feature was a variety of bright, colout. for wh:ch the Go]oma} Sy
Datich citizen showed spema.l fondness. :

v T this: day one may ceein the old” housés ab Gaile a varxaty of Sl
: fa.n llghts a.nd orna.menta.l llntel nver wmdow or door way Wlt_h_-_-._ -

_ domesnlo &rchlbeohure Bub their domlnatlng a.lchlbecisma,l form-’ SR
whmh was used in nearlyiall la,lge bu:ldlngs they eréeted in Ceylon: .
was the gable. “ Evolved fiom an ‘inspiration of the ‘Renaissance, it 0
: sprea.d to Flolland; and was’ reptoduced in theu settlements: abroad; s
in ‘every possibla.variasion. Thix feature, which doubtless’ grewout' .o
" of the architect’s desire to'end & building 'in:a comely manner, was
seized on by the Dutch Colonial Engineerias the one means:by which .= .o

he could d.1vers:fy ‘the shern and solid style of Duteh arohnectme

© Qf ‘these” legacles'of ‘eurve and. seroll-work and mouldlng we' BT
have the best ‘examples extant’in the" stately: churches of ‘quagi=: -
classical style" of “the’ perlod Whmh ‘replaced an sarlier squat. *
meebmg house model erect.ed in: every sﬁatlon" tany. 1mportan ge, "

" Fouraf these dumb]e ed:ﬁces survwe 't proelalm ‘the gemu :
of the old Dutch builder, Thal at Matara is a smail building, the.’
oldest; with'a simple’ form of‘end gable; those at Colombo  (Wolven-
dahl), and Jaffou are: the'. la.rgest.'-.- The' la.hter are ‘crueiform striurg< .
tures, each with a centgal tower ov lantern; a.nd ‘distinetive win-:
dowsof: perpendmular styles witharehed lintels. - This fashion was . ..
"chiefly reprefsented in upright Jines and‘enoymous dimensions. “The . 000
deep recesses were: filled with heavily’ mullioned wooden: frames andso
vary mmpiy glazad: The present stained- gla,ss wmdows of: chaste\' :
-desugn in'the Co]ombo Church were erscted 80 years ago. . i T
o Mhe four: g&hles of Wolveridahl Church have besn’ supported by

ﬂat pilasters. with’ spreading . serolls at the ‘'sides. . The surface of

the wall'ig broken ap’ by hnmznnta} lines so as, o suggest that it is 7

: if b ' the” mchxtect e

fascma;hmg game of playing t eks with const:u tion. '-Anotber cage o
of this type or’an a.ht.ampt to“evolve from the genius of medjeval o0
'archltecture is d1splayed by the i immense arches at the Wolveéndabl
-Ohurcb grepted dn'an: &ge swhich way ‘incapable iof ‘biilding im0
Gothic, - Here:we have a: gtandeur zmd mmphclty of ]me that ig oo
almost uniguein: Geylon..- Sl R
Tl Th! Ghmch in Galls is hke the others dlscussed pxegnant mbh e
med:eval style; andwith masonry and wood- vork which'is solid and
‘soubstantial. " MrT P ‘Liewis, the only’ person, ‘to my’ knowledge,-' _
who hag hitherto essayed to “write on” Du’och Archmecture dnocn
Coaylon,”* miaintains’ that in this’ bmldmg at Galle 'we have the = °
.'m'os'ﬁ ﬁistmctwe Dut.eh churoh and the’ best emmples of the Dutch '

% Tn the Amh@tectmal Remew of September, 1902, January, 1904, and
_-August, 1907 : _
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gable to be found in this Island, Ths peculiar screll, running in
graceful lines over the surface of fthe wall, is apparently anotber
rude attempt by the Colonial craftsman to copy in plaster what be
remembered Yo have seen on a building in his homelanad,

The inclusion over two centuries ago of such a modern acces-
sory as a wafer-borns gewage system in town-planning must be
counnted extraordinary, Yet, this is what the Colonial Dutch Xngi-
neer did when he laid down the street lines for the setbioment
within the Galle fors. The greater part of this.walled-town being
below the level of the sea, he utilized the simple expedient of har-

nessing the tide ab its flood to wash' the sewers, and at 1ts ebb to
" ecarry its contents away.

Litble was known of bhxs net of brick- lmed dmms in the Gualle

fork, approximately 6 to: 12 feet helo‘w normal-gronnd level, until an
epidsmic of Babonie plague in 1922, compelled attempts to segregate
and exberminate. the enormous rabt population in these sewers,
This main net with-its auxilidry honey-comb. of house conbegs
ftons, functions to thig day to carry off water used for domestic pur-
poses, despite decay. The sea has receded from some exits, buf
the tide continues & run in.and ont of oghers. A similar system

but muach more Hmited in . 11;8 scopn, 1s extaut in the Mannar

fort.

 The fact that most of his home-country was situated from 2 to
16 feos below sea-level had .made. the Dutch engineersvery much
aware of the presence of waber., 1t is therefore mot sorprising that
he carried this instinet bo the Colenies and excelled in Hydro-engi-
neering. The legacies to Coylon which illustrate this high water-
sense are discernib’la in _the Duteh Canal and Irrigation systems.

-l . o . -t i e ol e
. - .

Turning to the Duhch conbmbuhons to Geylon as irrigation
.engmeels there can be found no maore’ eloquenb sjestimony to their
wise planning and ‘energy in. thxs direéction than the words of Sir
Henry Ward, Governor, of Ceyion, in openmg the Liegislative Couneil
in July 18568 :—

“The most thrifty of our predecessors, the Dntch, found it

good economy fo encourage the agriculture of the low coanfiry

by costly works which have been allowed to fall into decay; and -

I say it with regret as an Englishman, in traversing the Girawa
Pattu and the fertile districts in the neighbourhood of Tangalla,
the least observant traveller may trace the exach line where
the Dutoh irrigabtion system has cepsed to exercise its beneficent;
inflagnce. One-third of the ricé-grounds between the moun-
taing and the coasf has been thrown out of cultivation since
1837 by the destruction of the dams at Urnbokka and Kirama,
with & loss to the Government of £ 20,000 & year in tithe, and

Light-house Street, Galle, in 1940,
showing modern renovations and
graft.
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A typical ornamental lintel over the main door—way of a
Dutch House in Galle Fort.
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An example of the early squat meeting house model:—A Dutch church
now the garage of the Ambalangoda Resthouse.

mnatare a.nd a vmbory over a’ cur} S
gide of a mountain rarge plentlfully supplied with rain‘and the other._.;._ s
‘subject to excessive drought. * By. building a dam aecross the upper

_bear greatest eVIdence to thelr
' data they collected
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_to the popula.tmn of ten blme ; th&b amountcln aeed labour and” _
. -agrigultural capital,’ I proposé-to:remove that blot from our

'.3In a pa,rt. of hlS speeoh rel. tmg to . He ! Eastern Prownce be

ma,kes the fo_llowmg Temarks regardm'g o ‘mﬂa,ge m the Batbxcaloa:

Dlstrlct —

he commencement of thab m«tgmﬁce nh lal'ge ram,e of
: g, nearly 15,000 acresin’exbent, wbmh Hegmurvived
. the desbruct:on of ‘the ald n*rxgatwn works though the érops
Tl gre axposed o many visks from the too- extensive ‘drovghts and
- -mundabmns aga.lnst whxch hhe Dubch had. sucoessful]y guarﬁed

ohtext'"is the
2 cha!]enge 1o
| cllmatm mrlm which left ohe

afflaent of a river in the :Matars Disfrict  the engineer formed a

- reservoir, and.dropped the surcharged waters from one, 1o the other .
‘gide ofamounbam range called Rammeli Kanda: by a-.channel in

deep cutting. . By linking this toa non~perenn1al river on thie oppo-
site s1de of the hill Wh:ch WWAE, subgect 1o the caprwe of: monsoon "]he__

found in ruin. Of bhen‘ pla.us ‘bhose of (:rmnﬁ’ Taﬂk (Ka,ttuka,n)'l‘
"t.hods and the accuracy of bhe -

Unfortunately none of the Dhitich engmeermg plans smd reportd

" of the pxtensive restoration and re-desigr ing'they carried ontin‘the .
‘Enitern Province under “tha Ps.ttupala

ar (Gal ‘Oya) have been”
traced locally, but thereare. s fow' maps “which ‘they produced under. -

* the tantalising’ possibility of reviving the ancient prosperity of the . :
: Trmcomahe Dlatrmﬁ by restormg ‘ohe 1mmense old tank at Kantalm. o

. A I-Lrge collectmn of which i 1s m the Survey or’ Genernl’ Oi’ﬁce.

+ This mieansy *‘the bullt embmkment . MThe Dutch _‘m,lped to consohdate' :
’rhe tradition that the bund: was built- by gzant% by callivig the tank “Reuse werk,

¢ Qiantdwork,”” ps ‘shown in van Goen 8. map They thus est‘tbhahed ﬂle g

modt,m mme Glant s Tank,-

-:escutcheon by resborlng the works';both of Urubokka arnd . e




88 ‘ THE JOURNAL OF THR

These maps are in the collection of Duich maps in the Buarveyor

Genaral’'s Office. They were discovered to be anncxures of & valua-

ble report™ by the Dutch Engineer, Johan George Fornbauer, to
Governor Jacob Willem van de Graff on the engineering problems
which rostioration entailed. ' ‘

Of the many flood-protection works the Dutch engineers con-

structed, some of them, for example the bunds they erected for -

training the flood-waters of the Kelani Ganga, are in use to this
day, The Mullerivawa Tank, also in the lower reaches of the
Kelani, which is an example of a combined flood-protection and iryi-
gation scheme is recalled in a badly breached bund, and merely hy
name, ' .

R. I. BROHIER.

NoTi:-—~The aunthor acknowledges his obligation o the Engi.- .

.neering Associaiion of Ceylon for the loan of the blocks
illustrating this article. . ‘ '

%

) * Filed in Government Archives Lot No. $/210, an Fnglish Tranglation by
“(teorge Lee, Postmaster General, is also filed in the same volunie,
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CAPTAIN GALTERUS SCHNEIDER
Surveyor-GeEzﬁ 811-1833

The Survey Depariment dates its existence from the days of the
Dutch oceupation of maritime Ceylon., In its relation to the Britigh

.period it was instituted by a Proclamation dated the 2nd of August,

1800. Hence, the Department will be shortly attaining 150 years of
gervice to the country from the date it wag later re-created. Joseph

“Jonville, was the first Surveyor-General appointed in terms of the

Proclamation.

Most of the personnel employed as surveyors under Jonville were
ex-officery. of the Duteh Engineering and Sarveying Services who
accepted appointment uwnder the British. Among them wag Galterus
Schneider designated: “Surveyor of Colombe Division, extending
from the Kelani Ganga to the River at Galle ” {Gin Ganga',

. Ychneider, was later appointed Surveyor-General and had the

" unique distinetion of having occupied the post as head of the Depart-.

ment longer than any other pergon appointed to it. IHe apparently
possessed . exceptional ability and an extraordinary capacity for hard

- work with a special aptitnde for acquiring and retaining practical

information, ‘

To write about such a man cannot therefore be' accounted unusyal,
It must be considered even less go in the light of the Jubilee which the
Survey Department is shortly celebrating and from the fact that he was
of the Datech Burgher community. ' :

Galterns Schueider was born in Ceylon, at Jaffna, on the 23rd of
November; 1772. He was a son of Lieutenant Johan Hendrik Schneider
of Kirchheim, Hesge Cassal, in the service of the Dutch Hast India
Company at the time, {(died at Chilaw}, and of Elizabeth Schoorman,

When the maritime provinces of the Tsland were ceded to the Bri-

- tish, -Schneider, the younger, was 23 years old, and employed in the

Dutch Engineering Service. - Five years later he accepted appdintment
under the new Government as Principal Surveyor, Colombo. He
proved himself an officer of congiderable ability and great industry.

Voluminons contributions to the early folios of Title Plansg in the
Survey Department afford- proof of his ability to get things done

. quickly, and prove why he wasg often selected when Government was

pressed to initiate some special work which ecalled for a knowledge of
the country. : _ :

In February 1807, Schneider left Jolombo on a commission from
Governor Maitland, to sarvey and report on the best and most practi-
cable methods for either repairing Giant’s Tank, or for putting the
smaller tanks in the Northern Vanni into good order. It was indeed
a very onerous and ehormous tagk. With the help of & few assistants
he completed his survey and forwarded a report within the astonish-
ingly short period of 3 months. The description of the condition in
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which he found Giant’s Tank and his proposzals for effecting repair
were included in an exhaustive report which, moreover, afford interegt-
ing evidenne of'the technical outlook of those times and form a histori-
cal back-ground to illustrate what has been achieved in reclaiming this
large, storage reserveir in subsequent decades. He has algo included

“in his report, details relating to the gurvey of 457 village tanks scattered
over 1000 square miles of practically unroaded and jungle- clad countw
and stated in each cage the extent of the “sowing fields” and “‘un-sow-
ing flelds” helow the tanlk.

A year later Schneider - was in the Southern Provinee complying
with instructions he had received from the Governor for a reconnai-
sance of the Galle, Matara and Hambantota Digtriets.  The object of thig
undertaking was to procure fiest-hand information of the agricultural
resources of these distriets. The report he gubsequently gubmitted *
gupplied details relating to each District and village, with suggestionsg
for ameliorating the existing conditiong and where possible of means
and remedies for increasing the revenue of the Distriet.

. Captain Schneider acted as Surveyor General for a briet period

when Atkingon left the igiand on leave, preparatory to retirement. e
handed over charge of the Depariment to Captain G. Henderson” for an
equally brief period. Resuming responsibility for the administration
thereafter, Schneider continued to conduet affairs in an acting capacity
for 7 years before he was confirmed in 1818, It is difficult to explain
this extraordinary lag which preceded his confirmation in the office.
This hag hitherto been overlooked by a mis-gtatement in the compila-

tions from the early records assigning an acting period as Surveyor-.

General to Colonel George Hlayter, prior to Schneider’s appointment,

Colonel Huyvter, who accompanied Schneider in 1812, on a consnl-
tative ingpection of the latter’s & year old project for re-conditioning
Giant’s Tank, removes the erroneons impression that he wag acting
Snrveyor-General at the time by referring in his report to Schneider
as the holder of that office; Schneider and Hayter’s plans of (,mnts
Tank are frequently mentioned in records of the period.

TPhere i3 a pathetic’ reference to Colonel Havter., HHe proceeded
from Giant’s Tank to Jaffna, where he-took sitddenty ill and died while
on thig eircuit, within a month of his labours at Manaar,

The most cutstanding achievement of Captain Schneider’s tenure
of office as Surveyor-General, was his compilation of the firgt map of
Ceylon of any value in the DBritish period.

The eession of the Kandyan Kingdom to the British Crown in
1815, opened the way for the first time to closer exploration of the
terrain and topogmphy of the mountain-zone and the north-central
plaing.

that ~in ovder to promote and facilitate intercourse between the old

* Thege reports were published for the first time in the Ceylon Literary
Begister, Vol. 1 1386-87.

- provided he was permitted to increase his staff,

Governor Robert Brownrigg intimated to the Secretal*y of State
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- and new Provinces of the Colony, whether they be political, military
* or finaneial, it seems necessary to lay down by actual sarvey, all the

roads which traverse the Kandyan country.” ' He algo observed that
“ Captain Schneider, the Surveyor-General, had undertaken to do so,
7 and very discreetly
stressed that it would be a labour which wﬂl take some time, but
would he undertakén on a,system which will daily secure some acces-
gion to the very hmlted information of the interior of the Island.”

- Hstimates of cost indicated that the survey would roughly fall within a

monthly digbursement of 1,730 Rix-dollars, and allowing for two years
‘ag a largo calculation t01 the period of the gurvey, the total cost will
be £4,000.”

Very goon after this \vork wag inaugurated, the Uva Rebellion of
1817, kindied as it were by an insignificant spark, spread with alarm-
ing mpidity and culminated at one stage, before it wag suppressed in
1818, in arrangements for the complete withdrawal of the Bmtnh forces
from the interior of Ceylon.

As a result of these nnforgseen happenings the Schneidei‘ map
of Ceylon was not issued until 1822, that isto say, 7 years after it was
originally mooted. Although claiming to be “A new and correct map...
including an aceurate delineation of the interior Provinces from actual
surveys,” it showed two-thirds of the Kandyan territory blank., A re-
publication made even so late ag 1852, deseribed the Wanni and the
North-Central Province as “unknown mountainous conntry.” Much of

. the work was done with the compass and by perambulater. The topo-

graphy of the coastal areas wag compiled.from the earlier Dutch maps.

Regulations enforeed as a check on the Colony becoming “an
asylurm for adventurers” operated in the early decade of Schneider’s
administration of the Department. Furopean *settlers were pxeoluded
from purchasging land other than residental plots in Colombo, and prin-
cipal maritime stations, on a tenure of occupation limited to 7 years,
Moreover, village expanslon and grants to promote agricultural industry
were restricted to “four ammonams of low, or eight of high ground.”

Surveys were therefore confined to scatlered units of small extents

‘of Iand, but increaged when the prohibitary regulations -againgt Turo-

pean settlers holding land were repealed and liberal terms were oifersd

- in their stead. This was even more emphasised when coffee-growing,

the original British planting industry began to expand in the hill-zone

~about 1823, and Governor Barnes gave free grants of forest land to

pchIltel'S to promote development of the commermal and agricultural

l‘resources of the Island.

Civil and Puablic servants of the Government very Jargely partici-
pated in this boom. With the command they had over the situation, it
did not require much gophistry to convirce these Government otﬁcels
who were directly or indirectly interested, that public revenue could
not be more advantageously spent than in makmg roads to isolated and
specially selected blocks of land they intended to plant up. The sur-
vleyors c;srere called upon to trace these roads in addition to surveying
t he lnn
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The pace grew even hotter with a new land-policy introduced by
Governor Horton, offering grants of land to any extent, and in full
property at 5 5111111ng% an acre. The burden all this cast upon the
Survey Departiment was beyond the power of an ill-equipped and il-
staffed institution to bear. Hence, surveys were entiusted to ail and
gundry professing to be able to read a surveyor's chain, Many a plah
of that period proved to be no better than a migleading piece of paper
showing houndaries and extents often irrecomcilable on the ground.

Fn 1832, when extensive retrenchment and reforms were carried
out in the administrative departments, the Engineer, and Surveyor’s
Department was revised.? The venerable head of the department who
had officiated as Surveyor-General for 22 years, was consequently pen-
gloned from 18th Mareh, 1833,

Schneider died at Colombo on the 10th Septembw 1841, at the age
of 69, He was twice married; to Sophia Statts, and five months after
Ler death on the 20th December 1830, to Blizabeth Titterton, daughter
of James Titterton, Apothecary of the Forces. There were two daugh-
ters by the first marriage and a son by the second. Hir Galterns
Steward Schneider was Lig grand-gon.

The family name has always connoted a vecord of work devote(l to

the well-being of the country, and is mentioned in high respect by all
classes and communities.
The Wesleyan Missionaries presented Captain Schneider in 1817
with a silver cnp bearing a suitable i_nscription:
ag a memorial of his services, and for superintending the erection of
the Wesleyan Mission Estate in Colombo. His first wife, too, was
the subject of a long and eulogistic notlce in the Gagzette which
contamed her -obituary:

¥ Providence had placed this excellent Lady in affluent circtim-

stances, and she experienced the highest gratification in relieving
the destitute and comforting the sorrowful.”

Sehneider was an ardent Freemason, and held the unusually high.

rank which Ceylon had, of 32°, and Grand Inspector. In his capacity as
Civil Engineer, he was in charge of the Royal Ingineers and the Ceylon
Pioneer Lascars. The latter wag a labour corps officered by Europeans,
which was employed, in later years, on the construction of roads and
bridges. He originally was a Lieutenant in the 60th Reg1ment and wasg
~ Commissioned a Liewtenant in the 3rd Oeylon Rifles, in 1806. He wasd
promoted Captain in 1808,

There was a change in designation from Principal Sarveyor to

District Surveyor in 1814, The heads of the district staff who served -

under Schneider were:—

Joseph Atkinson (1811-—1818) Land Surveyor, Colombo
Peter Jonklaas (1811-~1819) District S -or, Coloml,
EwdwwﬁRmmmﬁ Pma—a&m)-‘S‘° urveyor, Lolombo
“rederick Reimers 1811-~1818) Coy o

.
T Goderich to Horton, 13t11 August, 1832‘

.H. F. Hopker

- P. A, Pegelotty
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(1811-—1827)

A. Slemmerman {1828-~1831) Districf. Surveyor, Jaffnapatam

J. W. Reimers {1832—1833)

. N - {1811—182 e e T
i‘ R?‘SSSggar (182 4—-1832)) District; Surveyor, Tringonialie
G. W, Meusz (1811—1814)

M. Zeybrands (1814—1816) District Surveyor, Matara
N. de Caan - (18171824}
© F. Taffel - (1811—1813)

{1816—1835} District Surveyor, Galle.

&Sgét{gég% District Suryeyor, Chilaw

(1822—1825) ryi . o s
(1826—1833) Digtrict Surveyor, Kalutara

J. G. Speldewinde

C. H. Dupon
R. Van Gunster

J. M. Schubert
C. D. Keelmeyer
(1825--1883) District Surveyor, Tangalle

H. d. Barbet - (1831-—1833) District Surveyor, Batticaloa
_The headquarters of the District Surveyor, Matara, was moved to
Tangalle in (825, Chilaw, Kalutara and Batticaloa appear to have been

sub-Districts which “were .1ade major dxvmons in 1821, 1822 or 1833
respectively. )

The first officer to. be recruited as Draughtsman in the Department
was L. A. Vander Straaten.
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GENEALOGY OF THE FAMILY OF
BLAZE OF CEYLON

(Compiled by Mr. D. V. Aliendorfty

Hendrik Carel Blase of Amsterdam arrived in Ceylon in 1786 as
Deerde Meester of the Ship " Amphitribe,” He bad the following
issue:

2 J ohn Henry, who follows under II S
8 Adriaan Harkes, died young.
' 11 _

John Henry Blazé, Bnglish Master in the Wesleyan Methodist
Mission School at Bentota, and later Head Master ‘of the Govern-
meznt Boys’ School at Paiyagala, married at Kalutara by Governor's
licence No. 740 dabted 28th Sepbember 1826, Margarets Caroline de
Joodt, Head Mistress of the Government Girls’ School at P.uyagala.,
died at Kandy, 16th February 1895. He had by her:

1 Touis Bzekisl, who follows under I1I.
2 Jonathan Benjamin, born 20th January 1881, died at Kandy
1st September 19086.
3 Ransina Charlotta, born 7th June 1833
4 Daniel Samuel, who follows under IV.

b Barab, marvied at Kandy, 27th October 1869, William
Simpson Mavshall.

6 John, died in 1848.
7 Martha Hannah, born 15th January 1843.
8  Matilda, born 20th January 1849, died in 1850,
111
Loms EzeLml Blazé, born 12th November 1827, died 12th

March 1894, married:at Kandy, 4th October 1849, Henr:etta Char- -

lotta Garnier, died 19ﬁh January 1894. He had by her;

1 Ben, died 1851.

2 John Thomas, 3.4, (Oxon) Barrister-at-Law, Middle Temple,
Advocate, born‘ 28th February 1858, died 17th Jurne 1921,
married at Badulla, 28th December 1887, Lilian Van
Rooyen.. _

8 Charlotte, horn 25th July 1854, died 7th June 1929, married

- ab Kamdy, John William Homn of the Ceylon Government

Railway,
Edmund Jackson, born 18th March 1358,
Liouis Edmund, who follows under V.

- Robart Hzekisl, wha [ollows under VI.

Ty O

DUPCH BURGHER UNION 95

v

Daniel Samuel Blazé, born 23rd Beptember 1834, died at Ipob,
5t May 1917, married Inez . ., and be had by her:

1 Joseph Daniel, Licensed burveyor, died at Ipob, 2nd April

1939. o
2 Rdith. : »
8 Lilian Margareta, died 25th Febtuary 1998,
v

TLouis Edmund Blazé, ¢.B B, I.P., B.A. {Calcutta), Founder
and Principal of Kingswood College, Kandy, 18911923, born 29ikh
September 1881, married at Negombo, 16th December 1881, Alice
Maud Avery, born 8th March 1865, died ist March 1912, dauvghter -
of William Prederick Avery and E]1zabeth Garpier. He had by ber;

1 Irene Clarice, died 16th August 1893,
9 Alice Rachel.
3 Marie Lonise, died 9th Novem‘ner 1917,

VI

Robert Ezelnel Blazé, J.p., U.P.M. Crown Proctor, Badulla,
born 6th August, 1863, died 13th ¥ovember 1916, married in
Colombo, 25rd Augusb 1890, Annie Laura Paulusz, born 20th June
1868, died 1940, danghter of John Gerard Paulusz and Annie
Catherine Thomas. He had by her:

1 Aunnie Henrietta, born 19th December 1891 died 1892,

2 John Robert, who {ollows under VII.

8 Tiouis Gerard, who follows under VIIT.

" 4 Annie Charlofte, born 7th Noavember 1835, married at
Badalla, 20th December 1919, Allanson Glanville de Kretser.
Judith Beatrice, born 20th January 1897, married in the
Methodist Chureh, Kollupitiya, 22nd December 1930,
Walter Lieopold Pinte. ‘

6 Thomas Prederick, who follows under IX,

7 Bdmund Hugh, 1.8.5. (Ceylon), Ceylon Medzcé,] Department,
born 29th July 1900, married at Badulla, llhh April 1939,
Mary Buayers, born 23rd January 1900,

8 EKatharine Margaret, born 27th March 1902, married in the
Methodist Chureh, Kollapitiva, 29th Avgust 1933, Noel Eric
Sproule Kalenberg, (D.B.U. Journal, Vol, XXV, page 158 and
Vol, XXXII, page 140).

9 Heinrich Carel, born §th June 1905, died 15th October 1905.

10 Benjamin Richard, who follows under X. :

"11 TRobert Fzekiel, who follows under XI,

(4
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viI
John Robert Blazé, 0.B.E., LM.9, (Ceylon), ¥.B;, B.8., M.D, M R.C.P,

(Liond®, Senior Physician, General Hospital, Celombo, born 23rd

Mareh 1893, married in St. Michsel's and All Angels Church,
Colombo, 80th April 1941, Carletta Bianca Milani Sansoni,” born
21at December 1911, daughter of Bertram Sansoni and Eathleen
Garvin. (D.B.U, Journal, Vol XXXIV, page 118), He bad by her:

1 John Bertram, horn 25th October 1942,

" 9 Mary Ann, born 97th August 1944,

VIIL,

- Louis Gervard Blazé, LM 8 {Cevlon). T.B.C.P. &%, (Bdin), L.R.F.P.
& 8. (Glag), Senior Medical Officer, Ceylon Medical Department, born
26th July 1894, married in Al Saints’ Church, Galle, 19th April 1922
Claribel - Twwuise Arndt, born2nd Dec. 1899, daughter of Arthor
Robert Theodore Arndt, SBeeretary of the Municipal Covnceil, Galle,
and Alice Mabel Felsinger. (D.B.U. Journal, Vol..VI, page 103, acd
Vol. XXVII, page 126). He had by her:

1 Son, born and died 14th February 1923.
9 Theodore Liucien, born 24th Janvary 1925.
3 Vivian Louis, born 11th December 1929,

IX

Thomas Fraderick Blazg, J.P., U M., Crewn Proctor, Badulls,
born 15th Febroary 1899, married in Colombo, 8th December 1926,
Bllenor Marjorie Henrietts Schokman, born 80th- Avgust 1500,

danghter of Walter Ruseel Schokman and Agnes Maud Baillie.

(D B.U. Journal, Vol. XXV, pages 116 and 117).. He bad by her:
1 Annie Margunerite, born 10th November 1927,

X .
Benjamin Richard Blazé, ®B.A. Hons. (Lond), F.0I. (Birm),

Diploma of Bducation, (Ceylon), Assistant Masber, Central College

-at Pilivandela, born 20d June 1907, married in the Baptist Church,
‘Cinnamon Gardens, Colombo, 30th June 1932, Dorrit Ganeliwe
Waib, bovrn 206h Octiober 1915, daughter of Stanley Theodare Wait
and Lilian Beatrice Gogerly. (D.B.U. Journal, Vol. XXXIII,
page 88). Heé had by her: '
1 Jobhn Louis, born 8th QOctober 1934.°
2 Robert-Theodore, born Tth April 1941,

3 Edmund Carel Thomas, born 8rd April 1944,

XI

Robark Ezekiel Blazé, Superintendent of Police, born 27th June
1910 married in the Methodlst Chuvrch, Kollupitiya, 16th December
1959, Mary Mirabel Pate, born 1st March 1919, daughter of Edwin
Thomas Arbhur Pate and Marie Mildred Frank., He had by heri—
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Raobert Tzekisl, born 24th September 1940, died 25th Decem-
ber 1941,

Richard Edmund, born 4th May 1942,

Judith Anne, born 15th May 1944. -

Hunsan Ruth, born 286h September 1945,

Katharine Mary, born 22nd November 1946.

Notes. 1. The following ie a franslation of a document in
Dutch and it refers o the founder of the family in Ceylon:

The members of the Board of Admiralty Meeting at
Amsterdam have nominated and appointed the person of Hen-
drik Carel Blase (and he is hereby doly nominated and appoint-
ed) tio serve as Third Mate under the command of Captain F. J.
‘Wierts; and the officers, sailors and soldiers sailing nnder the
abovenamed Captain are ordered duly to acknowledge the
abovenamed H. C. Blase in that rank—

Determined at the meeting of the Renowned Lords of the

Couneil on 7th October 1785.

G B OO D

D. I. Leyden
By command of the ahovenamed
- Council,
(2). The following lebter of appomtment refers to John Henry
Blazé mentioned in II:
By the Grace of Gad, and under the sanction ¢f the British
Government. ;
. Wesleyan Methodist Mission,
in the Istand of Ceylon,
School Department.

In behatf of the Conference of the People in FBngland, called
the Methodists, we, the undersigned, being satisfied of the in-
" tegrity and qualiﬁcations of Mr. John Blazé, do hereby appoint
him to sustain the Office of English Master in the Wesleyan
Methodist Mission 8chool, No. 9 at Benlotte under our super-
intendence: and de hereby authorise him toreceive the monthly
salary of twenty riz-dellars, so long as bhe shall continue
faithfully to perform the duties thersof to fhe satisfaction of -
the Superintendent of his Station for the timé being which the
said Saperintendent will annually signifyhby his signature,
Given under our hands at the Mission House in Colombo
this 106h day of Mavch 1821,
: ' Wm. Buckley Fox,
B. Clough.
General Buperintendents of Wesleyan
Mission Schools in the Island of
; Ceylon.
Recommended by me, the Superintendenti of the Caltura
Station; and delivered by me, te the Bearer, the abovenamed
Mr, John Blazé, this 24th da.y of March 1821,
John MeKenny,
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Louis Bdmund Blazd, referred to in V, having passed in Janu-

ary 1880 the Caleutta University First Examination in Arts,

was appointed Head Master of the Lower School of Trinity
College, Kandy. . He regigned this post to be apprenticed as a
Procior stndent. Wearying of this study, he left for Calcutta
in December 1882 to take the Bachelor of Arts Examination
of the University, which he guccessfully passed. For thiree
months in 1883, he taught at Bishop’s College, Calcutta, and

“then for nineteen months at 8t. James’ School, Caleutta, where

he was again from August to December 1890). From October
1883 to July 1890, he was second Master (acting twice as Head
Master) in the Boys® School at Lahore. In January 1891, he
was back in Ceylon. He had a keen degire for a School of his
own and to work it in his own way. But to start a new school
in those days wag the heaviest of handicaps. However, the
gchool was opened at No, 11, Pavilion Street, Kandy, in May
1891 with the intention that it should be worked, ag far as was
possible, on the lines of the old English Public Schools. The
name given to it was ** The Boys’ High School.” The rooms

- here became too small for the inersasing numbers who sought

admigsion, and a house in Brownrige Street was gecured. In
January 1898, the school began its new term here, Later, the
distinctive name of “ Kingswood ” was adopted by the school.
At the end of 1923, Louis Edmund Blazé’s official connection
with ** Kingswood ™ ceased. e was made a Justice of the
Peace for Kandy district, and in 1929 the dignity af the Order
of Officer of the British Fmpire was conferred on him. In
1949, he wasg elevated to the dignity of Commander of the
game Order. -He i an original member of the Dutch Bur-
gher Union, and hasg served continuousgly for many years on
the General Committee. He has always taken the keenest
interest in the affairg and progress of the Union., The publi-
cation of the Journal of the Dutch Burgher Union hag had his
full sepport, and his several contributions of articles on
subjects oi interest to the Union have been wvery much
appreciated,
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DUTCH COLOMEO

Once upon a fime when good Queen Bess reviewed her trusty
troops at the Fort at Tilbary and sent her gallant fleet to meet the
great Armada, the countrymen of Pedro Liopez manned many guns
on the Colombo raniparts, and the flag of Portugal floated jauntily
avar each gateway. Where now is the Fort stood then the Citadel,
or innar fortress: the outer walls of cabook and lime, armed with
small brass gung, extended along much of what is Norris’ Road as
far as Saint Joha's river, then & veritable stream running from a
portion of the lake to the sea: this outer wall stretched -along its
bank and terminated ab the sea beach. Kaymen's Gute and its tower
being then a gaarded approach from the open coundry, where the
wooded hills of Woliendhal and Hultsdorf in the distance were
often infested by troops of the King of Cotta in wily ambuscade,.

The Dutch changed much of this, and though they did their ut-
most o live in peace with the Native sovereigns, spared no pains or
cosli to render their strong-hold impregnable. Forts were construe-
tod ot Hanwella, Panebakere, Mutwall, &c. The oufer walls of
Colombo along the river banks of Saint Johrn, were demolished:
the swamp round the Forl was excavated and converted into the
present lake, the earth removed from it going to form Slave Island
and a porbion of the ramparts. At the same time the late Fort of
Colombo was rebuilt on a larger scale and on scientific principles,
and it is supposed must have ocoupied a quarter of a centuryin
construction. The strength that was gained by these means and
the more pacific policy of the Duafch, gave an amount of security to
their possessions which ultimately emboldeded their principal

. officers and a few of the civilians, to build houses at some distance

in the counbry, at Hultsdorf, Grandpass and Matbtacooly on the
banks of-the Kelani, At the happy period of which I write, Proc-
tors had not been invented: trade was in the hands of the govern-
men$, and comprised little sise than cinnamon and pepper. ‘

Colpetty existed bnf as a native snburb: Mutwall and Grand-

pass ware open counbry, dotted ahoat by a few Duatch villasg, whilet
the Pottah consisted of a number of pretty streets pleasantly

.shaded by socorya trees, the houses tenanted by families the headsof

which occupied responsible posts under the government. No native

trader had then desecrated by his half-nude presence, the many,

well-kapt rows of pleasant cheery dwellings.

In the days to which these pages refer, communication with
RKurope was carried on twice in each year, when the spricg and
anfumao fleets left Holland for Ceylon, laden with the goods suited
to tropical countries; Transported in the spirit to those bye-gome
days, let us stand npon the Battenburg bastion and look ouf to sea
with the Port Master and his chief pilot Jansz, The morning is
bright, the air is sool and erisp, fresh from Adam’s Peak, and the
flag of the Duatch republic floats from the mast-head on the lofty
auiworks erected by the wave washed rocks where once siond a
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Chapel to the Blessed Virgin- The Chapel and the tower have long
since disappeared, and the massive rock on which they were erected
is now partially levelied on fhe vorgeof the old Galle Buck. Befiween
those outworks and the fort walls the Port-Master dwelb, and they
say a pretitier house was nol to be seen in all Duoteh Colombo, nor a
neater garden, or greener sward on which, on moonlight nights,
Duteh maids and lads met fo do honor to the host's hospitality,
when was tapped for all citizens, many a store of ripe scheidam or
may be well vatted arrack.

A sail, & sail! The signal is run up to the mast head, and
gaickly a gun is fired from the Commandant’s quarters to awaken
ail those who may perchance be sbill asleep or dozing through the
early morning, Yes, it is the spring flest arrived, just in time for
Christmas! And it is well, for sbocks of all kinds are low, and even
Hisg Hxocellency has been compelled to use Kandyan tobacco and
Caltura arrack in the place of the veritable articles from Hojland.
Inless time than it woild take 5o smoke a pipe of the true Virginian
weed, the fort wulls are crowded with soldiers, civilians and native
followers, sll anxions to see the three ships thatb are freighted with
things as dear to the colonists almost as life. - On they come lazily,
theoir big sails flapping listlessly in the faint morning breeze, uniil
tiaa roads are reached, anchors are dropped, and ropes aré coiled.

What a rush there is on shore tic he sure; burly Dutich officials
acoustomed to doze away their lives under the sooriya trees before
thair offices, are on the move: troops are on the march; the Lasco-
ryo guard are turned out with the proverbial band of tem-toms and
reedy, shreiking pipes, and away they go past the Justice Hall wkich
ati that time stood facing the esplanade, just where the Council
Chamber, Audit Office and obther public buaildings now look out
across fhe sea-walls. The present for Church of 8t. Peter's was
thea the Governor’s house, with many reception roome and a great
audience hall, On they march round the esplanade extending part-
ly over the site of the present Government house, and niidway on
which stood the fine old Duateh Chureh now levelled to the ground
and gone, and oan through the water-gate to the landing jetty where
they deaw ap alongside the milibary guard assembled to do honour
to the Commander of the squadron and the official new-comers.

A goodly crowd gathers about the landing place, and. when the
three boats from the squadron pull alongside the jetty, the guard
presenting arms, and the Commander and his fellow captains with a
suparcargo and a few passengers of both sexes, step upon the soil of
Qaylon, there is a great commotion and much ititerchange of saluta-
tions. Awny the travellers atre whirled in several unweildly con-
veynnces .of which there are no specimens in the present day,
not even in the Musenm. Do they drive to the Commandant’s to
report their arrival, to the Governor’s o pay their respecta ® Tao
naither of these, but to the Church on the esplanade, their firet act
on landing being to return thanks for a safe and happy arrival at
their deatingtion. The church in” which this offering-up of thanks

bUTCH BURGHER UNION ioi

was made, is standing no longer, Demoelished on the capbure of the
fort by the British, a portion alone remained standing until the
year 1860, when, after having served as a powder magazine and
then an ice house, it was finally razed fto the ground, its site form-
ing part of the esplanade. I&stood at the south-west cerrer of the
pablic green, close by where a wicket still upens on the old Gal
Buck. : ;

The tha.nksgiving servica over, the Captains proceed to the
Commandant’s quarters to report their arrival, which is done over
a few pipes of veritiable Viriginia produced in great triumph by the
skippers: vhat ceremony of Datoh good fellowship being terminated,
the parsy proceed to the Governor's palace, a rare old building of
such eapacity that a Duich regiment could be drilled and put
through its mangeuvres in the public reception roow, now the body
of 3t. Peter’s: as for the andience hall and dining rooms, you could
drive a earriage and fonr round it with the most perfect ease with
plenty of room for the frisky leaders. Credentials are soon pre-
gonted, and the new officials who have arrived by the fieet, are
introduced and welcomed by Mynheer Van Somebody. This cere-
monial over the party retire to the eapacious verandah in the rear,
looking cut upon a ferrace of rave breadth leading down to pretiily
laid out walks above a huge tank of waber, where in' modern times
there flourished a garden, which later still has degenerated into a-
collection of earviage sheds and horses’ stables at the service of
government officials, though some of the fine old frees remain living,
monuments of the Dutch Governor’s rule.

Under a massive tamarind tree were ranged many seats and

small tablas; and here in the cool evening His Highness the Gover-

nor, and hig chief officers were wont {o find solace in pipes and
gchiedam, after the heated labor of the day, To this faverite spot
the now arrivals were conducted, the ladies from the fleet heing
consigned to the Gaevernor’s wife and her family. Need it be said

how earnestly the news of old fatherland, of friends at home, of
many jong forzobben folk were listened to: and how doubly wel-
come o the half-starved-out officiale were some stout flagons of the
heat Hollands and a portly packet of fragrant Virginia. How the

. flavor of those importalions gave new zest to the guests’ recitals

of home events, and how vasf clouds of smoke rose and disported

-themgelves nmidst the wide branches of the tamarind free above,
" until supper was apnovnced, when the guests followed the slow steps

of mine hogt towards the great refectory hall where ponﬁemus
tables bore generous fare for ali comers.

Not only the high officials grow merry on thig red-letter day
for all Colombo, but cifizens of every degree—the lower officials,
the troops, the military and civil underlings have all résson for re-

. joicing, now thabt the spring feet has come, and brought letters

from frieeds and good cheer for every body. Besr Sireet, now
known as Chatham Street, is alive with niirth and music; there is
dancing and revelry within every other houce: & corner building
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with bhugse gables, locking oub upon the fort canal, where now a
. British wine merchant holds goodly stocks of costly liquors, a merry
motley party chiefly of under civilians were entertained by ihe
Captain of fhe Burghers. The evening meal being over, the tables
were moved aside and to the sound of mirth-provoking musie the
whole party joinmed in the frantic movements of the Ceylon
“Qaffreina,” a kind of tropical “Cancan,” in vogue to the present

time. It ie & dance admibting of considerable latitude in regard to .

the movements of legs and arms; and it may be said of the head too,
and one might almost marvel how it came to pass that a dance of
such vigorous vitality could possibly find favor in any country, so
near the equaborial line as Ceylon, especially in a Dutch colony; but
it was a dance not perfaining so much to Hollanders as to old
Portuguese colonists who cherished it and went in for it on every
parmissable occasion. Nevertheless it is a dance admitbing of much
grace and pleasing eiffeet when accorgpanied by moderately slow and
not wildly feantic music: the gently sweeping undulations of a pro-
ficient in the Caffreina aré as pleasing and far more graceful than
many modern drawing-reom dances,

There are obher and guister litfle parties coming off in various
parts of the Fort. Away beneath the Battenburg bastion for ins-
tance, the Port Master, Van Cuylenberg, is entertaining a goodly
gathering of friends on the green hefore his pratiy little Villa,
whare sooriya trees have been many yvears stroggling for & crooked
and at times doubtful existence against their dire enemy, the salb
san wind. Buat there they are, good-natured looking, humpbacked
dwarfs, ready to exbend a friendly branech to any young lad or
maiden sesking for a seat on the soft sandy sward beneath. On the
night on which this “Toddy Parbty” was held a good many lads and
maidens were accommodated by their steady friends, the sooriyas,
some of whase straggling branches descended so low as tio form
veritable bowers within whieh goodness only knows what may have
ogeurcad in matbers of flirting, On an open space away from the
sly sooriyas, ware placed swmall, round, big-legged ponderous tables
up to any weight of cakes and toddy jugs. Oh, those jolly jugs of
~ brown ware, of rea! Haarlem make, buot filled with sweet toddy-cup
of Lanka! How they leered ouf upon the assembled guests as
thoagh tio coax the young maidens from their snug hiding-places.
How proudly the portly cakes oozing with luseious ghee and saccha-
rine substances, psered down from their loffy vantage ground upon
the humble “hoppahs™ that lay peli-mell on wide delfs piatters, look-
ing ag abashed at their flat insignificance as though hoping to be
goon devoured and hid from sight. : :

Bat bless us, long befora the good dame Van Cuylenberg and
the widow Plaats, and the elderly spinsbers, the Van Graafs, had
half finished their critical essay on the dress and the deportment of
the female new comers, such games, such rompings were a-foot in
the moanlight, that must have driven a eynieal old on.locker bache.
lor like Van Graafs, the “powder-master,” mad with envy. But
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even fhe nimble-footed Laura, the agile Lyfilia, must yield in timt_a,
from frolicsome weariness and as prebty dimple faced Laura posi-

- gively refused then and there, to dance the Caffreina, there was

nothing for it but to take to creature comforts, and so il came to
pass that a great. and happy gathering was seen arcound those
dumpy, ponderouas tables whose loads of hoppahs and cakes, “f’hose
jugs of toddy-cup rapidly became small by degrees and bfaautlfx_my
leas, until the wise ones of the party gave the gignal for dispersing,
and all made their hapyy way to pleasant homes not far away, to
drenm of the bright and gorgeous things the fleet had brought at
that gay Christmas-time. :

(This sketch, by John Capper, was published ip an early volume
of Dickens’ ** Household Words,” circa 1850, and iz reprinted with
this acknowledgement.) | ) : =
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CITATIONS ABOUT THE ONDAATJIES

“QOadastiie, Michael Juriaan (Jurgen), pronmounced Onddche,
born December, 1714, belonged to a respected family of high rank at
Arcot. He, like his father was a physician to the King of Tanjore
and was sont to Ceylon ab the request, it is said, of a Dutch Gov-
ernor to cure hig wife of a dangerous malady. His success made the
Governdr his friend and procured him a medical appointment at
Colombo, where he settled and founded a family in Ceylon, many of
whose mambers have become distinguished in the.learned profes-
sions.” (Dictionary of Biography, Beston).

A more romantic version of the advent of the founder of this
family appears in "“All about gold, gems avd pearls in Cevlon and
South India.” (A, M. & J. Perguson). " In the time of Governor
Imhoff, (1736) a physician found a ruby in Sabaragamuwa of the size
of, it'is said, a curry stuff grinding etone, the smaller of the two em-
ployed for the purpose. He oot it into small bits and retaining the

/best portions wherewith to make his fortune, presented the Dutch
Governor with 18 buftons, set with the smaller piecés. Though
small, they were the largest single rubies known at the time and of
immense valne. The Governor showed Ris graditude by exalting the
physician to the rank of First Malabar Mudaliyar of the Gate. Ha
-was the ancestor of the present family of Ondaatjie.”

William Juriaan Ondaatjie, the son of Michael Jurgen the phy-
sician, was sent when old enough, to further his education in the
University of Utrecht where he read for the Ministry., He married
when abroad, and reburned vo Céylon” in March, 1758, accom‘pa.nied
by his wife Hermina Quint, the daughter of a citizen of Amsterdam.”
On the 1st of June the same year, a son was born o them ab
Colombo, Peber Philip Juriaan Quint Ondaatjie.

William Juriaan, the Predicant or Minister, was" as distin-
. guished and able a divine as he was a powerful and touching
. preacher.” Although he was author and editor of several works
which enjoyed a considerable share of celebrity, he did not shine
quite as much, as a professor of literature. Among the most well-
‘known books which he published were, a Latin Grammer in the
Dutech language, and the commencoment of a translation, afterwards
completed by De Melho, of the 0l Tesbament into the Tami
tongue.

For soms considerable time William preached to the Dutch
Reformed and Portuguese congregation at Colomhboe,buti later officiat-
ed as one of the Ministers of the Northern Oomm&ndment at
Jaffnapatam.

The foregoing extracts ig from '‘Memorials and Times of

Quint Ondaatjie” by Mrs, C. M Davies, Utrecht, Femick and
Son-—— :

This brings us fo Peber Phliltp 3umaan (Jurgen) Qumb On&aatg:e.

He ie deseribed by Alison in his history of Burope as: © Ondaatiie

the great Democrabie Lieader...”
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-Bicgraphers say that Peter Phl]lzp is “unparalleled as "belng the
only native of the East who fignres in the bistory of Eurcpe,” He

was sent to. Holland, of which as we all know Ceylon was ab that

time & dependency, to be educated, like hig father, for the Mmtstry

History was moving quickly at that in the Netherlands, There
was inbernal trouble between the Orangists and their opponents—
the so-called ' patriot party, and the French were making an effor
to secure a firm foothold in the low-coustries. The conditions

_induced our student intended for the Ministry to take an active part

in politics, He eventually became an eminent patriotic reformer—

~The Hampden of Holland — defendmg her liberties with his tongue,

pan and sword.

The revolution of 1787 drove him mto exile and his biographer,
Mrs: Davies (ibid), has more tosay of “ the share which Ondaabue
hora ia a.titemptmg to retrieve as far as possible the disasterous posi-
tion. of the Datch nat1on as a result of its entanglements in the
Wars of the Revolution.”

“In his capacity as Member of the Asiatic Council, Ondaatjie,
on the 6th November, 1796, &epa,rted from Amsterdam in order to
sail from the Texelto St Ubes in Portogal, with the object of saving
the Hast-India return-ships, which had run into that port, from
the hands of the Bnglish. Having soffared shipwreck on the 18th
of November, and being brought in by & Bayonne privateer to the

 Spanich harbour of Camarinas, he with his Secretary Ta Pro, con-

tinued his journey by land through -Corunna and Porto, to Lishon,

© trom the 28th of November to the 20th of December.”

*"Here at Lishon, in spite of the appositiom of the Dutch
Council and the Director Hartsink (both in conscert with the Gov-
ernment which ordered him to qnit Lisbon within three days and
the Kingdom of Portugal within eight days) be saved the East-

" India ships with bheiv lading, and onthe 1th of January, 1797, be

commenced his journey from Lisbon to Madrid, where he was pre-

- sented by the Duteh Ambassador Valekenaer to the French Ambas-

sador Parignon; and provided by the Prines of Peace with a pass-
vort and military convoy, he reached the boundaries of France,”

* Hence, as the 17th of February, he pursued his journey to
Parig, where he arrived on the 7th of March and being here enter-
tained by the Ambassador Meijer 4111 the 18th of March, {as be had
Jbeen from the first fo the 9th of February by the Minister Valeke-
naer at Madrid and Aranjuek) he departed to Amsterdam which ke
reached on the 19th of March, 1797.”

_ Thus restored to favour by the important services be rendered
to the country by land and sea, Ondaatjie was made Member of the
Imperial Council of Princes when Napoleon I, incorporated the
N zbmnai Unit under bhe name of Helland, 'n 1810,
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When Napeleoa’s star dipped ab Leipzig in 15613, and a member
the Orange House again took the helm, Peter Phillip Jurgen
Quint Ondaatjie onee again took bis place in the nation whieh had
recovered a vigorous and irrepressible will to live. But apparently

he was aproblem to the Government under the auspices of the son -

and heir of the displaced Stadtholder William V, who had ascended
the royal Throne as King William 1.

Some way had to be found to get vid of him. The besh which
-snggested itself was promotion, hence he was named a Member of
the High Court of Justice of the Netherlands India, apd sent to

Java as a Judge of the.Supreme Court in 1815, But this demoeratic

leader and stormy petrel of Buropean paolitics who hailed originally
from Ceylon, did not live long enongh «n 1mprmt himeelf on the
pages of history of the Dutch strongholds in Bastern waters,
Hea died in 1818, shorily after his aruval in Ja.va
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SPOT-LIGHT ON THE DUTCH ADMINISTRATIVE
SYSTEM

By MERVYN FERDINAND.

.. The Duteh East India Company for purposes of administration
divided their possessionsinto “three commandements,” There was
the commandery of Colombo, with its dependant “Dissavani.”
Likewise there were the commanderies of Jaffna and Galle with
their dependant Dissavanies, At the head of the administrative
machinery was the Governor of Colombo while the administration
of the provinces was left in the hands of the Dissavanis. The Com-
pany exercised judicial functions too. Ib set up a - system of courts
in its possessions, High couarts of justice were set up in Colombo,
Galle and Jaffna and appeals from the last two courld be made to the
High Court at Colombo. Civil Courts too were set up 'in the fowns
and “land-raads” 'in the dissavanies. Petty cases were judged
verbaily by the Fiscals in the forts and the Dissava in the districtis.

The costs of administration and the profits of the Company
were mef from a monopoly of the cinnamen trade. The arecanut
trade as well as the sale of elephants helped in this respect too.

From this brief sketich of the Dubeh Administrative system
corbain observations can be made. Firstly the Company’s Govern-
ment tended to be decentralised. There was no administration from
a-central body as in most medern states, This ig evident in this
period of Ceylon history. The Governors of Jaffna and Galle were
to some degree indepandant of the Governor of Colombo. 'We often
hear of the difficuliies encountered by the Company with the Vanni,
T'o keep the Dissavas under control proved somewhat of a task to

. the Governors of the Company. This shows that the central body

was weak. The explanation lies in the fact that in Ceylon at -this

time there was no highly developed system of communication. A

centralized form of administration is possible only with the aid of
roa.ds railways, tele-communications ete, .

Another feature of the Company’s regime was ﬁhe ahzolute

" nature of the Government. The Governor had a Couneil to advise
.him, nof to confrol him. He was not even bound to consult if,
_ Government was not in any way responsible to the people as in

most modern sbater. Here foo we find that administration was
abzolute because of loeal conditions. Democrafic and representative..
insbtitutions spring upin a commercial society., For it is only when
people live #bgether in towng and exchange of ideas take place
that education and democracy can spread, T6is not difficult then
to see why the administration of the Dutch possession was in a

" eartain sense absolute in nafure. Though the Company was & com-

mercial organisation the people of Ceylon eontinued to remajn

agrarian, They lived in villages separated from each other with
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littls ehance of exchianging ideas and improving themselves. Con-

sequently conditions were such as to render a relatively absolute
form of Government possible.

This administration was again personal in character. The
Governmant of Geylon today is largely beauracratic. All our needs
are attended to by communieation with the varicus departmental
offices. For instance, a letter addressed to the Food Control
Department brings, or should brieg, a perniit whick enables you to
securs your food. This system, of administration is quite unlike the
Duotch*Company’s. It was not Government through offices. It was
. Government through pervsons. Fiscals judged cases in the forts
varbally. Dissavas very often settled land disputes personally:
This charactaristic of the administrative system too had a direct
‘bearing on the social and economic conditions of the people at the
time. ' Liife in a commaercial society is very complex,
of society are far ton many to he settled by any individual personally:
On the other hand. in a fendal economy the problems facing
Government were few and simpie, They were mostly land d:sputes
and henece the necessily for offices was not very. assential,

The theory of the * sepa,mtmn of powers” is the safeguard. of
individual liberty. If the same body that carried out the law were
to git'in judgment upon its own achions, there would be very little
geourity for personal freedom, It ig therefore characteristic of

modern gavarnments to see that this principle is carried out. Un-

der the Company’s administration this feature was hardly present.
The Gavertor of Colombo was the Chief Txecutive Officer of the
Istand ag well:as the Ohief Justice. Mhe Diszava too in the provin-
ces combined legislative, judicial and executive functions. Far
from there being a geparation of powers, Government tended to be
very paternal, Idead of individual liberty exist only in progressive
and enlightienad states, where there is widespread education.
thege concepts were not present in the Company’s administration
- Hes in the conditions of the  people at the time, People in a
faudal sociefy are comparatively backward. It is only with a com-
maroial society that people come into close contaet with each other.
Living in towns promotes aﬁchange of ideas and conditions which
ara generally more progresswe.

Now we take up anntbar feature of tbe Gnmpany a rule, namelv
its commercial na.hnre “Opporkoeman,” Upper Merchant and
“Uaderkoopman,” Under Merchant were:some of the designations
of its officers. 1% devoted a greatden! of its energies towards com-
merca, If interested itzelf conmdelablv over the mon@po!y of tha
cinnamon trade.
from various trades such ag arecanut, elepbant, tobaceo, sugar and
pepper,

an estate than an administrator of lands. Once again we see to

The problems

That

One of itg main concerns was the revenue derived

_ Such emphasis was laid on commeree that there is some
trath in the charge that the Company was more like the manager of-
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what exnpnb local conditions influenced the nalure ¢l ikbe adminis-
trative system under the Dutich. This emphasis on commerce was
possible anly with the absence of a local middle class to engage itself
in trade. Thongh the Company wase & commercial organisation the
people remained agrarian. The Company was therefore left a free
to devotie motre attention to commerce than to admmlstratlon.

Summarising whab has already been said. itcan ‘be seen low'a

- deceniralised system of governmment was dve to absence of a
_sysﬁem of communications.

Government was absolute and no divi-
sion of legislation judical and executive funotions existed because
the people were comparatively backward and uneduoeated in a feudal
pconomy. Personal government was possible because life and the
problems of mdministration were relatively simple in an agrarian
sooiety. Hinally if the Company can be sccused of devoting more
attention o commerce than to- administration, it is because there
was no middle olass.

NoTE BY EpITOR. This article expresses the point of view of the
writer which will doubtless be welcomed by
the serious student of history.
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THE BIRTHPLACE QF CEYLONESE CR!CKET

—1In tribute to “Tommy Ke!aart——

Some half-century ago I was taken by my father to see Wilsons
Circus on the Racquet Court. Tor the information of the many to whom
thig name conveys nothing I wonld explain that it was a park sand-

wiched between the Fort and the Pettah of Colombo, where the Bur:

ghers, Sinhalese. Tamils, Mohamedans and Malays foregathered for
recreation and relaxation. It’s wmbrageous almond {].f:oafcmg), and
banyan trees, gradually made way for two buildings—the Colombo
Y.M.C.A,, and the Pettah Library. Later, a shack of eorrugated steel
bearing the legend “ Bmpire Theatre,” marked the early &ttempt by
Warwwk Major to educate and entertain the publie by silent movie.

What was left of the trees, together with the bulldings, and the
open spaces, has since heen obliterated by the rat-proof grain-stores

" described on the city’s map as the Chalmer’s Granary.
- Unless my memory fails me, or my information about the past is
imperfect, the Racauet Court . was both the birthplace and nursery of
Ceylonese cricket. Its only rival was an open piece of ground, now

called the Gordon -Gardens where the first Roval College ws. 8t. -

Thomas' College mateh wag played.

Among those early ericketers of the eighteen geventies were: Dr.
T. F. Garvin, E Ohlmus the Chief Inspector of Police, Charles, Horace
and Edward de Kretser, Harry Ball and B, O. van Langenburg. Charles
de Kretser an under-arm’ exponent, was their famons bowler, and
“Eddo” Ohlmus their hardest hitter. The matches played in those
early days were chiefly against the different Regiments that were from
tinme to time stationed at Colombo.

Such wag the beginning of the Colts Club in 1873, and there came
to be added to the pioneers of Cevlon cricket Edwin and Walter van
Geyzel, Collie and * Banda® Kelaart A. C.van Cuylenburg, V. Van
Dort, B. and F. Thomasgz. The captains of the club were Collie Kelaart,
Osgie van Hoff, Dr. B, H, Ohlinug, Dr. C. T. van Geyzel, and W, de
Fransz. .

~ On this background in the year 1889 * Tommie ” Kelaart joined
the Colts, fresh from the Royal College. Earlier the same year, he had
made his one and only appearance for the college against 8t. Thomas’,
and had 7 wickets for 14 runs to his credit on the first. innings, and 3
for 15 in the second innings, Is there any wonder that it only took
this young Colt two years to stake a claim among cricket’s immortalg,
In 1881, in a match between Ceylon and Lord Sheffield’s team, he had
the distinetion of bowling out the world- renowned Dr. W. G. Grace,

There wag perhaps no more popular sporf&,man of his age than
¥ Tommy ” Kelaart, whose death was announced on the 23th of May
last. Those few left who knew him personally will not find it hard to

account for his popularity, even without that wizardry which had -

brought him the applanse and enthusiasm of the thousands who
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walched him on the ericket field. He was undoubtedlv the greatest
left hand bowler Ceylon lias Vet produced, and “one of cricket’s finest
gentlemen,”

It wng in that same vear “ Tommy” bowled Dr. Grace that the
Colts made their first appearance against its rival ciub, the Nondes-
eripts. This ¢lub came to be formed after the Burgher families had
migrated from their “ Gibraltar ”—the Pettah, to the environs and
suburbs of the city. A total of 11 ring was all that the Cinnamon
Gardens cricketers were able to put together in the first innings. The
bowling analysis of Kelaart and Q. Heyn were consequently grand.
The former had 6 for 3, the latter 4 for 6.

For five congeculive years prior to 1893, the Turopean ericketers
had to face defeat in the annual encounters against the t eylonese. team
—at that time virtnally the Colts., It followed that on this occasion
when Colonel Charchill led a picked team of Huropean players against
them, the feelings on both sides yan very high. The incidents of this
mateh which are better forgotten, and the extraordinary results, where

_ Tommy Kelaart’s coolness alone saved the game for the Colts who won

by the narrow margin of § runs, are high-lights in Ceylon’s cricket
history. It even inspired a poet, who happily still splashes below pro-
logue and verse both grave and gay the letters BEL, fo commemorate
the event with these lines:

Once more hath fickle victory crown'd
The courage of our hoys;

One loud acelaim of praise has drown'd
The euvious quibbler’s noise

The palm of merit, Sirs, must fall

To thoge o whom *iis dues

Heres luck to each, here’s lnek to all,
And, Tormmy, luck to you?b

For well each active Colt maintain’d
The fame of young Ceylon:

Each point was finely lost or gain'd,
The tritunph finely won.

But who from first to last was sesn

to play it steady through F—

Who never falter’d on the green?

Ah, Tommy! that was you!

[ mle et

o here's to gallant Churchill then,
An honest, manly heart!
And here's to all his Englishmen,
Who fitly bore their part!

© Here's to ouf Capiain, and his band
Of merry players too!
And to our coolest heart and hand—
Rare Tomimy, — here's to you!
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y To v’v’rite of thg geveral other‘ remarkable performances of
Tommy ” Kelaart will prove a great task. One, among the numercus

others, cannot very well be overlooked, namely that of the Colombo:

Club match. in 1892, when with four successive balls he cleaned bowled
M. H. Payne, G. Vanderspar, . Alston, and W. B. Kingsbury.

~ Writ large on the panels-of that age which has handed to Ceylon
cricket of today its traditions, there are other names, A. Raffel, batg-
‘man and howler, J, O, Mc¢ Heyzer and Sydney Joseph who long held
the finest firet-wicket stand of 128 runs, . Lagrie Thomasz, and
0. Weinman. '

It ie interesting to note to what extent the progeny of theéie

die hards of the game have kept to their gtandards and ideals.
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NOTES OF EVENTS AND QUERIES

(@) Summary of the Minutes of Meetings of the
General Committee,

Tuesday 18th April, 150.—

A vote of condolénce was passed on' the dealh of Mr. Julius"
Menrling and the Seoretary was directed to convey the sympathies -
of the Union to hig family. .

Mr. T. B. Collette was elected Asst. Hony. Secretary.  The post
of Asst. Treasurer was not filled. ‘

Letters were tabled from the following:

Mrs, V. B. Wakeford—Resigring from the Union as sheis
leaving Ceylon for an indefinite period..

Dr. D, E. V. Koch—Regigning from the Union ag he is leaving
for Aunstralia, ‘

Mr. I.. V. Tudovici-~Resigning from the Union as he is leaving
for Australia. . -

Mr: L. A. Tieembruggen—that he has returned.fo Colombe and
wishes to rejoin the Union.

Miss L. Wekmoaister—sbating ehe wishes to rejoin the Union.

Both Mr, Leembruggen and Miss Werkmeister were re-elected.

Tuesday 16th May, 1950.—
TPhe President referred to the recent beveavements in 'the

families of two members of the Committee.

Mr._Jansze had lost s brother and Mr, Frea de VOS.& sisler.
He maoved that the sympabhies of the Union be conveyed tothese.

members, 'I'he motion was passed in the usual manner.

In connection with Social Service: It was reported that a Sub-
Committee consisting of the Secretary and seven members was
appointed to visib our Pansioners and reporb on their present eir-

cuomstances, . ‘

Hleven applications for assistance were tabled and after a short
discussion Mr. I.,. I, Hunter suggested that we refer the five
Colombo applieations to the Friend-in-Need Society, as we were
unablé to help them, and the balanca six applications were handed
over to Miss Olive Rode o visit and report by the. Sub-Committee..

The balance of credit in the Soeial Service Fund as at 31sb
March, 1950, was Rs. 1,068-77. :

Referring to the 8. Nicholaas' Home Scheme. The President
reported that building operations have already been started and
the Jontractor’s agreement was to be sigped. within the next few
days, ' '
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16 was deoided to transfer Rs. 500/- from the Share Purchase
Fund fio ths St. Nicholaas’ Homs Fuand, being the balance due on the
15 shares belonging e Mrs. Aline Maarbiensz.

The Hatertainment Commities reported that a Supper-Dance

- is being arganised for Friday the 16th of June in aid of the ‘Home.”

Tickets are priced at Rs. 3-50 each including Supper and Mr. W, H.
" de Kretiser has very kindly consented to pay the cost of the Band.
An Elecbrie Toaster, a Bmoothing Iron, and a Glass Top Tea-Tray
-are being raflled duving the Dance for which we have obtained a
parmit from the Ministry of Home Affairs.

A Children’s Cinema Show is being arranged on Satmday the
17th of June in aid of the Social Service Fand.

Both these functions were approved by the Committee.

. It was also reported that the No. 1 Billiard Table requires a
nanvas covar cosbing approximately Rs. 50/-, and the cushions of
the same table are very unsatisfactory. The Secretary was instruc-
ted to geb in touch with Messrs H., W. Cave & Co. and obtain an
Estimate for fifiting new cushions and subml.ﬁ it a.b the nexﬁ
meeting

The aceonnt of the 36 Valentine’s Dance wae tabled showing a
loss of Re. 79/-. The President mentioned that there is a credit of
approximately Rs. 120/- in the Entertainment Fund, and that this
loss wonld be met from this credit balance.

A decision by the Edueation Committee fo print the report of
the Mxzaminer who conducted the Hinhalese Prize Exammat]on, in
the Bulletin and alse distribute copies to the Behools, was reported.

The Fands controlled by the Commities were reviewed and if
was decided to amalgamate the BEducation Endowment Regerve

Fund of Re, 600/~ with the Higher Fducation Account and alro fo -

transfer Rs. 500/- from the Education account to the Higher Edu-
cation Account.

- The payment of the fees of the Slnha.lese Prize Fxaminer
amounting to Bs. 109-80 was approved. _

The Hthical and Literary Committee reported that Mr, C. E.
Foenander was elected Secretary of this Committee in place of My,

Johann Leembrugeen. This was dpproved A tientative programme
of Talks and Leotures was submibtbed-viz:—

June—Life in Anstralin—Mr. 0. E. Foenander.
July—What is Christianity 9—Rev. J. O. Schuring.

Augnst—A Tieaf from a Surgeon 8 Tiog Book—Dr. Milroy
Paul.

Seplember-—A Tical from o Surgeon’s Log Book-—-Dr J R.
Blaze.

October—Caylon Jungles—Dr. R. L, 8pittel.

November—8ome famons men I ha.ve met Mr.: thor '

Liawis.
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Finance: The statement of approximate Income and Bxpendi-

fure for the three months ended 3%st March, 1956, was tabled. It

showed an excess of Hxpenditure over Inecome amounting to
Rs. 184-61.

" The recommendations of {he Finance Commitlee that the Trea-
surer should write once again to those whose subscriptions were in
arrears for over six months and that he enforce the new rule re the
stopping of credif were accepied.

Tt was decided.to issue reminders guarterly to members sebbing
oub the amounfis due on aceount of subscriptions.

_ The purchase of an Electrie Clock af a cost of approximately
Rs. 85/- to replace the clock in the main Hall was sanctioned.

The Journal: The President reviewed the financial position of
the Journal, TMhere were only about 90 to 100 regalar subscribers

- and the cosl of an Issue of 50 pages was Rs. 250/- this could not be

met on the present subseription of Bs. 5/- per annum. The Bditor
had carried on in the past with the help of donations and increased
voluntary subscriptions. The Union was now'taking over full res-
ponsibilisy. After a shori discussion Mr. A. H. Christoffelss pro-
posed and Dr. H. 8. Christolfelsz seconded that the subsoription for

the Journal shounld be raised to Rs. 10/- per annum, the number of

issuas remaining the same. This was passed.

A suggestion by Dr. V. R, Schokman that all Gtenealogies for pub-

lication in the Journal should receive the prior approval of the, Genea-

logical Committee wags digeugsed, ag were also the Lollowm[, guggestions

by Mr. R. L. Brohier, the new Hditor ;—

{1) That inquniries be made from other Printers with a view to
reducing cost.

(2) That copies of the Journal from which Genealogies 'had heen
excluded be offered for sale to the public at Re. 2-50 a copy.

T\z,[z Brohier undertook fo see to the nnplementmg of these two
suggestions.

Letters were tabled from:— .
My, J. ¥, R. Prins 1es1gn1nrf from the UIllOIl
Mr, Fred vander Straaten, resigning as he was leaving for Augtralia

Mrs, M. Altendorff who was not willing to continue her
membership. .

The resignations were accepted with regret.
Mr. D. V. Altendorfl mentioned that the Rubhber Seal of the Union

' 'Was uged by the QOffice Staff on a document without the knowledge of

the President, or the Becretary, and suggested that we keep the geal
locked in fature,

.The following new members were elected: —Messrs, A, W. G,
Mack and C.J. E. Anthenisz.
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Tuesday 20th June, 1950:—

A vote of condolence was passed on the death of Mr, 8. . Sansoni,
and the Secretary was requested to convey the gympathies of the- Umon
to the members of his family,

A vote of congratulations was passed on the honour conferred hy
His Majesty the King on Dr. R. L. Spittel-and Mr. H. 1. Jangz, and the
Secretary was requested to convey the expressions of the Union to these
members. —

The Genealogxcal Committee 1eeemm'ended the applications of

Mrs, Madeline De Vos, Mr. T. F, Blaze and Mr. A. R, Demmer, and'

they were elected after the nsunal baliot.

Reparding St. Nicholaas™ Home: The President reported that
Rs. 2,335/- has been received up to the 15th of June in response to his
appeal to the members, to the balance money reguired to complete the
‘ Home.' ¥urther contributions were promised and arrangements are
being made to organise a “ Bring and Buy Sale ” early in September
~.and a ‘ Whist Drive’ towards the énd of August in aid of the ' Home,’

The foundation of the building was now complete and we expect
to have it ready by the end of this year. ‘

‘The Committee for Entertainment and Sport reperted recommend-
ing an estimate from Messrs. H. W. Cave & Co., for fitting a new Bor-
roughs & Watts Rubber Cushions to No. 1 Billiard Table, amounting to
Rs. 592-00 and a white canvas cover costing Rs. 50-00, making a. total
expenditure of Rs. 642-00 wag appmved by the Committee.

The Dinner Dance organised on the 16th of June was reported a
suceess, that St. Nicholaas® Home Fund benefitting by about Rs. 350/-.

The Children’s Cinema Show waz also well attended and the
Social Service Committee wili be benefiited by abont, Bs. 100-00
there from.

The Social Service Committtee reported receiving a letter from
Mr. K. 8. E. Siebel, Hony. Becretary of the Burgher Association, sug-
gesting a joint meeting of the representatives of his Association and
members of our Comumittee, so as fo prevent duplication of agsistance,

This was agreed to, and a meeting was arranged for Tuesday the 27th '
. of June.

Education Committee:—The Scheme for the estabhshment of a

Students’ Library was carried out a step further by the provision of
suitable accommodation for books already received and promised.

The statement of accounts shows that only Rs. 29/- had been'.
received ag subscription for the month of May, and the Secretary was

requested to remind all regular subscribers to the fund of 1ts contmued
need of their generosgity.
‘ Bix applications for relief were dealt with, Three were granted
and the other three deferved pending receipt of fuller information.
It wag recommended that Mr. Stanley Jansz be co-opted to the
Comumittee and this was approved by the meeting,
Fipance: It was reported that the approximate income and
expenditure for the period Bth Jannary to April 1930 showed an excess
of expenditure over income of Rs, 195-34.
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The following _recommendations of the Committee were approved:

(1) That the sum of Rs. 31-30 be written off a member's aceount
as he states that this amount wag paid by him to the Collector some

“time ago.

(2) To increase the basic salary of Billiard Marker Perera by

Rs. 5/- from the 1st Janunary 1950.

The list of subscriptionsand the bar arrears were tabled and after

some discussion the foliong members were gtruck off under Rule
6 (e)i—

Miss E V Crozier, I A G Koeh, LW Fretz, Miss M J L Stork,
A D Raffel, H A Ephraims; C 8t. V- Ephraims,  De. C L Bartholomeusz,
R C I Andree, H X Deutrom, Carl Lourensz, I L vanLangenberg, C K
W Jansz (Jur.), J W vanLangenberg,

The President informed the meeting that it wag desirable to
re-organise the Office Staff and that Mr. Kelly had been given one
month’s Notice. Mr. . C.ode Silva has been appointed in hig place on
a salary-of Ra. 150-00 per mengem on gix months probation with a cash
gecurity of s, 300-00, It was also suggested to pay an allowance of
Rs. 25-00 per mensem from June 50 to Mr. Noel Wright who has been
assisting in the Office for the past three months. These were agreed to.

: _‘-:Other Business : —Letters were tabled from the following:—

Mr. A. W, Lorenz-Andree—wishing te rejoin the Union,
Thaving paid his arrears of Rs. 16-50. This was agreed to and
and Mr. Andree, was re-elected. - s

Mr. Collin Bartholomensz— Resigning from the Union owing
to ill-health, IHis _resignation wag decepted with regret.

(b) ~ ° STAMBOEK o
Marriages P . . :
10th April: Douglas Clasgen and Verna Abel.

15th Apeil: Bdwerd Kingsley Berenger and Gwendoline
: Frances Qorloff,

3th April: Eugene Aloysius Hesse and Phyilis Motian.
Ab Singapore, Ralston Foenander and Louice Pior.
May, Noel George Kleyn and Winifred Hyacinth Bariholomeus 2,
6th May, Dr. Frank Beling and Christine Speldewinde,
18th May, Jobn Patrick erght and Daphne Watts.
24th June, at Matwal, Olive Gauder and Doreen Bu ultjens,

do - abt Dshiwela, Car]l Muller und Bery! Pgyre.
. George Muller and Innocent de-Jonk.

do - at Bambalapitiya, Lapgdon Poulier and Rorcmary
: Hupter, - ' o
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Deaths: o
At Matara, on 12th April, Bugene Julius Meurling,

At Mount Davinia, on 19th April, Samuel S8fanley Roelofsz.

At Negombo, on 20th April, Mrs. Hilda Sansoni, wife of 2.C.
‘ Sansoni.

At Nugegoda, on 245h April, Mrs. Bdith Cavell Andelvon, wife

of Kingsley Anderson.
At Qolombo, on 24th April, Mvs! flylda Heyn, nee D’mlv
30th Awril at Galle, Mabel Wilhelmina-de Vos, .
9nd May, at Nugegoda, Ruath van der Wall, wife of Pouglas
- van der Wall,
6th May, at Colombo, Nevill BEardley Malcolm Budd Ja.nsze
11th May, at Colombo, James William Buultjens.'
245h May, at Colombo, Sylvester Clavde Sansoni,
24th May, at Colombo, Adelle (Emmie) Raffel,
256h May, at Co'ombo, ‘'Temmy' Kelanrt,

(c) EXTRACTS FROM CORRESPONDENCE

A corraspondent writes, with reference to the article ' Some
Reminiscences of J. L. K. van Dort” which appeared in the last
gquarier’s Journal:—

“Siabel's account is of too early adale to mention the oil panels
to the Chicago Hxhibition, ov the vast collection of Cey‘on produce
and Industries sent to the Paris Bxhibition.

In mentioning J.U.K.’s connection with .the Liondon Graphic .

Siebel omits the fact that van Dort was appointed staff correspon-
dent, ever since he was infroduced to the bpecml Correspondent of

that famous paper who was on the sbaﬂ of Edward the VII, when

he visited Ceylon as Prince of Walas.” )
© A further communicabtien on t:hlS article:—

“* 1 think that a few supphmentmy notes (o aid the uninitiated

would not be amiss. Take for instance Looy Bangue, this to all
appearances was composed of three high backed chairs made in one
sattee, and distinetly meant for the two would-be figincees and the
chaperone {or more likely match-maker) in the middle eeat. 1T
remember this baing explained to me and a group of young cousins
in our teens 70 vears age. ILven at Lhat time, we received the
. information with indignation,aund dlsgulsed cur feelings w1hh shreiks
. of langhter,

This perbhaps will help you Mr Edibor, to date the modein
_ ‘trend.” ‘ '

. “Anobher item which struck me was the restraint nsed in the

Nomeneclature Iron Shops, well known at the time as Lauderang

Boutique as spoken in the Portuguese. Literally ftranslated, this . .
manns “Thieves Shop.” My first trembling visit to this rogues
quarter—in. later yeavs called in Sinhaleso Hora-kada-paliya, is

mast clearly recalled as I wrlte this, To my recollections, that was
80 yeas ago
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(d) . BOOK REVIEWS -

LIONEL WENDT'S- CEYLON (published by Lincolns
Prager Litd., for the Trustees of Lionel Wendt Memorial Fund).

This hook will stand to posterity as eharacteristie of the power-
fully exeroized and powerfully disciplined imaginaticn, and rare
versonality, which we are accustomed to associate with the photo-

‘graphs of Lionel Wendt. The reasons behind Wendt's photoglaphlc

success are stated in the Technical Note which appears in this book,
ng being “* The same as those behind his success in other matters—
a-very great power of concentration and continued appllcablons
until complete mastery was won.” .

Tionel Wendb-derlved most foree as an artist from the fact
that he was not a specialist.  Photograpby would appear to have
been only one of the artistic talents with which Wendt wasg gifted. -
Undoubtedly the complete mastery he has wonin the field of photo-
graphy is the resultant of his other qualikies which the real expla-
nations of his success must taks count of.

With Lionel Wendt’s death an epoch which get men’s minds
looking for truth and sincerity in other directions than in the jig-
srw-puzzling of artistic ideas ]0ng since worn out, seems to-have
closed. How narrow is the margin between fesling and rentiment-
ality ean beseen in the beautiful landscape work where the artist’s
rower of sugsestions is ab its best.

There is little to cavil at, and mueh to enjoy in this book which
re-vivifies the portrayal of everyday oommnnpla.ceq the genins of
ancient buildings, or the force and perronnlity in the moest nnpro-
mising material—faces of simple rural folk. '

The proceeds from the gale of this book at Rs. 30/- 8 COpYy goes

. to the building of a monumeni—tie Wendt Memorial Art Centre,
to an artist who has counted beyond his age,

R.L.B.
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DON'T

Don't forget that .an - honest man never has to
proclalm the. fact.

Don’t expect the man wrth an alcoho] tinted noge
to degert his colouls.

Don't forget that lifeis full of checks and many
of them are forgeries.
Don’t think honesty would be such a valuable
trait if it wasn't so scarce. :
Don’t think it’s what 2 man has that makes him
contented—it’s ‘what he doesn’s want.
Don’t mention your migery becange of its so-
called ability to comfort the migery of others.
Don’t Think because a cat looks the picture of

innocence that it’s wise to leave 1t alone Wlth the
CANAryY..
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