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Ceylon is today much the poorer by the loss of two prominent and 
distinguished men. They were ornaments of the Dutch Burgher Oom-
munity. Both were held, in the widest and sincerest respect by all 
Communities throughout the country they had served so usefully and 
ellicieiitly. There was very little which was common to both Louis 
ftdward Blaze and George Alfred Henry Wille. There were many 
things in which they differed. Each, however, carved out for himself 
u career which.is as wide-spread as it is pregnant with achievement. 

Mr. Blaze, the elder of the two was in his 90th year. He was active 
both in body and mind up to the .very end. His great will to live grew 
less after he had participated recently in the Jubilee Celebrations of 
Kingswood —the school he founded and nursed. Mr. .Wille on the 
oLher hand spent his latter years in retirement, gradually failing in the 
flesh although his spirit remained strong. He too had attained the four 
score span of life and calmly awaited his end ; "Content to live but not 
afraid to die". 

It was against the nature and the habit of mind of both Mr. Blaze 
and Mr. Wille, to be pushful and aggressive, to use invectives or cast 
aspersions on opponents, however bitter. Their memory is not honour
ed the less on that account, or from the fact that both were true men 
who acted up to their convictions. 

To do justice reviewing the careei'S of two men such as these, 
cannot be counted an easy task. In the pages which follow some 
attempt has been made to write their biographies. It cannot be denied 
ihat these writings do no more than emphasise our respect and appro
bation, and express our sense of loss. Though both Mr. Blaxe and Mr. 
Wille may have lost pecuniarily and in distinction by the careers they 
iiually adopted, they have set an example in many ways which their 
countrymen will do well to follow, and which is the finest legacy they 
have left to those who lament their passing, 
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BLAZE OF KINGSWOOD 

A MEMOIR ' — 
" H e was not only one of Ceylon 's g rea t men , bu t a m a n great 

by any real, s t a n d a r d , one ol t h e e a r t h ' s g rea t men. ' 1 Such was the 
t r i b u t e paid to the subject of our memoi r by h i s friend, t h e l ie v. A. 
G. F ra se r , when he l e a r n t t h a t t h i s great man of r a re under
s t and ing , of hosp i t ab le and genial d isposi t ion, c h a r i t a b l e , and most 
e s t i m a b l e in every re la t ion of life, h a d passed away. Al though Mr. 
Blaze had ne i the r t h e a m b i t i o n n o r t h e oppor tun i ty for t ak ing a 
conspicuous pa r t in publ ic affairs, he coun t ed fr iends in all classes 
of society who today deeply and widely l a m e n t his dea th . 

I n a s se s s ing t h e measu re of t he loss caused by t h e dea th of 
Mr. R. G. A n t h o n i s z t w e n t y yea r s ago we s t a t ed in t h e pages of the 
Journal: " The fulness of our loss c a n n o t he e s t i m a t e d a t p resen t , 
b u t will be felt more and more as t h e y e a r s pass by. To us, of this 
day and genera t ion , i t is an i nes t imab le privilege to have known 
h im and he ld converse wi th h im. To his pe rsona l fr iends, and they 
are many, t h e r e r emains t he f r ag ran t m e m o r y of close and i n t i m a t e 
assoc ia t ion . " 

These words a r e equally appl icable to Mr. Blaze, wi th only th is 
difference. Mr. An thon i sz ' s ambi t ions were, in t he n a t u r e of th ings . 
d i rec ted for t h e mos t pa r t to t h e up l i f tmen t of t h e C o m m u n i t y to 
wh ich he belonged. Mr. Blaze 's efforts took a wider sweep and 
embraced all communi t i e s . Barr iers of race, c a s t e or creed had no 
m e a n i n g for h im. Whi le being fai thful to t he C o m m u n i t y t o which 
he belonged, and ever watchfu l of i t s i n t e r e s t s , Mr. Blaze counted 
some of his c losest fr iends and well-wishers among t h e o t h e r Com
muni t i e s , and was a welcome guest a t t h e i r homes , from the highest 
to t h e lowliest . 

B o r n in K a n d y in the year 1861, Mr. Blaze received his educa
t i on a t T r in i t y College, and t r u e to his i n s t i n c t s , a t t h e ear ly age of 
15, he s t a r t e d a College Magazine in manusc r ip t , of which he was 
both E d i t o r and Manager . I n J a n u a r y 1880, having passed the 
Ca l cu t t a Un ive r s i ty F i r s t E x a m i n a t i o n in Arts , he was appoin ted 
H e a d m a s t e r of t h e Lower School of t h e College. H e resigned this 
pos t a m o n t h l a t e r to be apprent iced as a p roc to r s t uden t , but-soon 
gave up t h i s s tudy as t h e Law had no a t t r a c t i o n s for h im, and left 
for Ca l cu t t a i n ' December 1882 to t ake up the B . A. Examina t ion 
of t he Unive r s i ty , H a v i n g g radua ted , for t h r e e m o n t h s in 1883 
he t a u g h t a t Bishop ' s College, Ca lcu t ta , t h e n for n i n e t e e n mon ths 
a t S t , J a m e s ' S c h o o l , to which he came again for five m o n t h s in 
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$90. F r o m October 1885 to Ju ly 1890 he was Second Mas te r (ac t -
g twice as Head Master) in t h e Boys ' H i g h School. Lahore . AH 
lese Schools were under H igh Anglican m a n a g e m e n t , b u t Mr. 
laze, a l t h o u g h no t be longing t o th i s persuas ion, received a warm 
eloome, aud in a f te r yea r s acknowledged his deep deb t to Angl ican 
i i t ings and Anglican f r iends , wi th w h o m he m a i n t a i n e d t h e 
osest r e l a t ions up to t h e da te of h is d e a t h . 

R e t u r n i n g to Ceylon in 1891, Mr. Blaze was undecided w h e t h e r 
) s tay he re or to go back to Ind ia . The l a t t e r a l t e rna t i ve held 
.%ny a t t r a c t i o n s for h im. Ind ia had been t h e g rea t goal of h is 
reams in chi ldhood and he had a l ready spen t e igh t h a p p y yea r s 
l e r e - h o w happy t h e y were can be ga the red from t h e n u m e r o u s 
aems w r i t t e n in India a t t h i s t ime which he included in his collec-

: on of "Occas iona l Verses . " B u t he had long cher i shed a keen 
■?sire for a school of h is own, which he could work in his own way. 
lean S tan ley ' s Life of Dr . Arnold was one source of insp i ra t ion 
j h i m ; and s o m e t h i n g of t he Rugby life was suggested him by 
■hat he saw at St, J a m e s ' School, C a l c u t t a . Anecdotes of E ton , 
1 ■ rrow, and Winches t e r , which he eager ly read and r e m e m b e r e d 
■ 'de a deep impress ion on him, and he saw no reason why boys in 

don should no t respond in the s ame way. The po in t t h a t t ron-
:1 h im mos t in Ceylon schools , as indeed in all o the r schools 

■ iwu to him, was t h e s t r a n g e d i s t ance be tween t e a c h e r and pupils, 
[ the needlessly hos t i l e r e l a t i ons t h a t exis ted be tween t h e m , 
ire was de spo t i sm in t he schools in those days , and no t always" 

"enevo len t despo t i sm. Mr . Blaze 's experience, of ten y e a r s con-
ced h im t h a t i t was qui te possible for a school to be carr ied on 
hoot t he se hos t i le or even s t r a ined re la t ions be tween t e a c h e r 
i pupil . . 

Nor did Mr. Blaze approve of t he p rac t ice in vogue of judging 
i mer i t s of a school by examina t ion resu l t s , and t h e s e alone. H e 
s prepared t o " a d m i t . t h a t boys should pass some examina t ions , 

! ■ J t h e r e were many boys who could not , and yet m i g h t be a rea l 
dit to t he school . A school had much m o r e to do, w h e t h e r by 
iks or by i t s general a t m o s p h e r e , t h a n to qualify boys for exami-

i :;ions, and the examina t ion list was n o t t h e only, or t h e bes t cri~ 
ion, of t he wor th of a School . Mr. Blaze was well a w a r e t h a t to 
r t a new School wi th t h e s e t w o disl ikes was to s t a r t wi th t h e 
iviest of h a n d i c a p s ; for t h e first gave t h e public a n impress ion 
weak discipline, and the second an impress ion t h a t i n s t r u c t i o n 
the usual subjects was neglected. But he had t h e courage of his 
ivict ions, and the e x p e r i m e n t proved in t h e end t o be a comple te 
:cess. 

The School which was to be t h e t e s t i n g g round of fchisjaovel 
>eriment was opened on t h e 4 th May, 1891, in a h o u s e in Pavi l ion 
*eet in Kandy . The re were eleven pupils p r e sen t on t he opening 
f, b a t t he n u m b e r s gradually increased] and two and a half yea r s 
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afterwards the average daily attendance was thirty-one. Small and 
slow progress it may seem to us of the present day, but Mr. Blaze 
never lost heart . He was sustained by the feeling that parents 
were convinced that the School had come to stay. The teachiDg 
staff consisted at first of Mr. Blaze alone, but in the third year he 
got some assistance, and from then onwards he had not to work 
single-handed, though the School was poorly equipped from the 
start and continued so for many years afterwards. 

More than once Mr. Blaze had been invited to place the School 
under the Management of the Wesieyan Mission, but he was strong
ly averse to this step as he considered complete freedom of action 
and policy essential to the well-being of the School. In 1894, how
ever, the management of the School wastransferredtoaCommittee 
representing the Mission, of which Mr. Blaze was a member. A 
year later the School was recognised by the University ofj Calcutta 
as qualified to piesent pupils for the Entrance Examination, and in 
1896 it was registered in Ceylon as a Grant-in-Aid School. The fol
lowing year Mr. E. H. Spencer, who was to play a large part in the 
fortunes of the School, arrived from India and joined the staff. At 
this period the average daily attendance had risen to 54. 

The Sohool had now outgrown the accommodation in Pavilion 
Street and more spacious quarters were required, so a house in 
Brownrigg Street was secured at a cost of Bs. 10,000. The School 
began its new life there, the Principal and his family occupying a 
portion of the building. Various entertainments were organised for 
raising funds for building improvements, and on completion the old 
name Boys High School was changed to Kings wood, after John 
Wesley's well-known School. With this came another change of 
designation, School,and Headmaster giving way to College and Prin
cipal, respectively. At this stage, Mr. Blaze secured the sympathy 
of the Director of Education (then known as Director of Public In
struction), for what he called his " quixotic aim '', for after an ins
pection of the School Mr. (later Sir) Montagu Burrows made the 
following minute :—"I inspected the School myself. I consider 
it one of the best conducted and most promising School in the 
Is land". 

In 1902 Mr. Blaze introduced an innovation in the history of 
boys schools in Ceylon Schools when he appointed a lady to take 
charge of the lower classes. Several years later Mr. Blaze wrote ; 
"Today, lady teachers are found in nearly all hoys'schools, and 
their work is not limited to the lower standards, but the formal 
appointment we made to our regular staff evoked much comment 
and some unfavourable criticism. There is now no need to justify 
the appointment of lady teachers in boys' schools "- I t was shortly 
after this tha t the School suffered a grievous loss by the departure 
of Mr. E. H. Spencer who had been a tower of strength to Mr. Blaze 
in the early days. This period also marked a new era in the history 
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of education in Ceylon with the arrival of the Rev. A. G. Fraser, to 
whom Mr. Blaze always paid a generous tribute and with whom he 
was on the friendliest of terms. The Principals of other leading 
schools closely associated with Mr. Blaze were Stone of St 
Thomas' and Hartley of Royal. 

- From this time onwards [Kingswood never once looked back, 
though there was still much needed in the matter of equipment and 
accommodation—deficiencies which once called forth the following 
outburst from Mr. Denham—a great friend of Mr. Blaze's; " I con-
aider Kingswood most inadequately housed and extremely badly 
equipped. It is no reflection on the Principal as it is largely a 
matter of finance, but it has to be remedied". This day was not far 
off. In 1916 a block of land in Peradeniya was purchased with the 
help of a grant from the Wesieyan Missionary Society in London ; 
and a gift of £10,000 from Sir John Radles, M.P., a distinguished 
Wesieyan Methodist in Er;gland, made it possible to embark on new 
buildirjgp. Tbeee were in due course completed, and in the words 
of Mr. Blaze: " On the 31st December, 1923, my official connection 
with Kingswood came to an end" . 

But not so Mr. Blaze's interest in the College which he had 
founded and nurtured for 82 years. He kept in close touch with his 
old pupils and made their interests his own. Be knew the family 
history of each one of them, never failing to communicate with 
them on the occurrence of any domestic event. They went to him 
in their sorrows and successes and he had always a kindly word for 
them. He delighted in the company of young people, and like men 
of great stature he was always able to converse on easy terms with 
them despite the great disparity in age. This t rai t finds memorable 
expression in one of his poems " The Mis t " ; 

"As through the morning mists we see 
. The shape of men move silently, 
But oloser met, are pleased to find 
Some boon companion, of our mind; 

So in the mists of age and youth, 
Where words and customs veil the t ruth, 
We walk unknowing tha t around 
May many a welcome friend be found 

Till sometimes on a sudden brought 
To fellowship of place and thought, 
We see the mists asunder roll, 
And start , to find a kindred soul." 

The inauguration of Kingswood week in Kandy and the Kingswood 
service in Colombo-helped, in bis own words, " to keep the flame pf 
loyalty burning", 
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Few i n s t i t u t i o n s , if any , have had t h e joy of ce lebra t ing t he 
Jubi lee of a College in t h e l i fet ime of i t s F o u n d e r . Kings-wood was 
unique in t h i s respec t . I t was a source of great sa t i s fac t ion and 
pfide to Mr. Blaze t h a t one of his l a s t ac t s waa t h a t of a t t e n d i n g 
t h e ce l eb ra t ions in h o n o u r of t b e GOt'b ann ive r sa ry of t he founding 
of Kingswood. College on which occasion his valued friend Bishop 
Lakdasa de Mel took t h e School Service, and the Governor -Genera l , 
Lord Soulbury , presided a t t b e pr ize-giving. 

No reference to th i s scholar and l i t t e r a t e u r would be complete 
w i thou t some m e n t i o n of t he famous Pro logues w r i t t e n by h im and 
reci ted by a senior boy, which came t o be a wel l -known fea tu re of 
t h e Kingswood prize-givings. T b e idea was suggested to h im by 
ve rses rec i ted a t t h e H a r r o w Speech Day in 1890. They conta in re
ferences to polit ical and o the r inc iden t s which occurred dur ing the 
course of t he year , and were pressd i n t o service ju rhyming couplets 
in t he happy m a n n e r t h a t only Mr. Blaze could accompl ish . As ex
plained by h im , " t h e doings of t h e g rea t world ou ts ide school a r e the 
only topics avai lable for t he purpose of a pr ize-giving prologue, and 
i t would be foolish no t to make use of p h r a s e s and ideas t h a t have 
caugh t t he public f*ncy" . The Pro logues rec i ted be tween 1895 and 
192!$, (wi th breaks of five years in all when no prize-givings were 
held) have been collected and publ ished in book form. He also wro te 
and publ ished much fine verse which ce r ta in ly deserves to be b e t t e r 
known , a n d edi ted an an tho logy of Ceylon verse. 

Mr, Blaze 's work for Kingswood mus t necessar i ly t ake pr ide of 
p lace in any ske t ch of his life, bu t t h e g r e a t n e s s of h i s con t r ibu t ion 
t h e r e t e n d s s o m e t i m e s to obscure how very much he did in other 
p laces . H i s work for t b e D u t c h B u r g h e r Union , of wh ich he was 
one of t h e mos t loyal member s , and for t he C o m m u n i t y in genera] , 
was on t h e s ame high p lane . On leaving Kandy Mr. Blaze m a d e his 
h o m e in Colombo, and a l t h o u g h he bad now ea rned t h e r igh t to 
r e t i r e from ac t ive work, he refused to enjoy t h e ease he was en t i t led 
t o . He was still in the zen i th of his g rea t powers and accepted the 
E d i t o r s h i p of " The Gcyton Independent7' which , by his cu l tured 
wr i t i ngs , reached a new s t a n d a r d of excel lence. B u t tbe work of 
ed i t ing a morn ing pape r was too exac t ing a t a s k for one a t h is t ime 
of life. He was offered several high educa t iona l a p p o i n t m e n t s , and 
accep ted for a t i m e t h e Pr inc ipa lsh ip of P r i n c e of Wales College, ' 
M o r a t u w a , w'bere he is r e m e m b e r e d wi th affection, b u t his own pri
va t e l i t e ra ry work h a d first claim on h im. The late Professor Man ' s 
t r ied ha rd to induce h im to accept t he office of L ib r a r i an a t the 
Ceylon Univers i ty College, wh ich had j u s t been es tab l i shed , assur
ing h im t h a t he would be rel ieved of m u c h of t h e d is tas teful bu rden 
of a d m i n i s t r a t i v e work connected wi th i t , t h e object of t h e inv i ta 
t ion being to secure for t h e s t u d e n t s t he benefit of con t ac t w i t h his 
pe r sona l i ty . 

In r e t i r e m e n t Mr. Blaze was able to devote more t ime to t he 
Union , and besides p lac ing his m a t u r e exper ience a t t h e disposal of 
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the C o m m i t t e e , he con t r ibu ted ar t ic les of l a s t ing value to the Jour
nal, of which he was Ed i to r for a t ime , 

The wide range of his wr i t i ngs and l ec tu res can be judged from 
t h e very i ncomple t e list appended to th i s a r t i c l e . H e was also 
i n s t r u m e n t a l in founding t h e Biilleii'ii, con ta in ing a m o n t h l y 
recQrd.of t h e ac t iv i t i e s of the Union , and was i t s first Ed i t o r . A 
number of school books of which he is t h e au thor , have run i n t o 
several ed i t ions . T h a t a t t h e age of 90 h i s pen should have los t 
none of i t s cunning1 was shown by t b e ar t ic le he con t r ibu ted to t h e 
P o r t n i g n t l y Review a few weeks before be died. 

Mr. Blaze was all h is life an a r d e n t collector of books and pam
phlets on Ceylon, and newspapers c u t t i n g abou t men and m a t t e r s . 
Anybody requi r ing i n f o r m a t i o n when wr i t i ng an a r t i c l e or giving a 
lecture ins t inc t ive ly t u r n e d to him and never wen t away disappoint
ed, N o t h i n g gave h im g r e a t e r p l ea su re t h a n to he lp in such 
researches , and his books of reference were ungrudgingly placed a t 
the disposal of all i n q u i r e r s , whoever t h e y migh t be. I n course of 
t ime he came to be regarded as t he only person who could supply 
informat ion on t h e mos t diverse subjec ts when o t h e r sources failed. 
HH bad a passion for a c c u r a c y born of t h e scho la r ' s r e spec t for 
t r u t h , h is favourite mo t to being ' 'Verify your Quota t ions" . Indeed , 
his whole life was a dedicat ion to t r u t h . 

Mr. Blaze was also a keen s t a m p collector . E v e n m a t c h box 
labels were no t b e n e a t h his not ice , while t he genealogies of families 
in te res ted h im deeply. H e did no t care for honour s , but he had t o 
pay the pena l ty of hie r a re a ch i evemen t s . H e was made a Ju s t i c e of 
Peace for his old town Kandy , an h o n o u r which pleased him grea t ly , 
and in 1929 t h e d i s t inc t ion was confer red on him pi be ing made 
an Officer of t he Br i t i sh E m p i r e and finally a C o m m a n d e r of t h e 
Bri t ish Empi re . 

AmongMr. Blaze's o the r cu l tu ra l ac t iv i t ies may be ment ioned h i s 
keen n t e r e s t in t he Engl ish Assoc ia t ion , t he Hi s to r i ca l Associat ion 
and the Ceylon Geographical Society. H e officiated for m a n y years 
as Pres ident of t he Engl i sh Associat ion. T h e Ceylon Geographical 
Society honoured him by e lec t ing him a Life Member . Most of his 
i n t e r e s t s in t h e s e as soc ia t ions were shared wi th Leigh Smi th , L. 
Mac D- Robison and J o h n Sti l l . Wi th t h e l a t t e r lie was on t h e 
closest t e r m s ofjfriendship, and in r emin i scen t mood used to say t h a t 
he was t h e privileged and only person to read , in m a n u s c r i p t , t h e 
finest book w r i t t e n by t h e a u t h o r of "The Jungle Tide". Th i s Mr. 
Blaze declared was a lea rned , e legant and popular h i s t o ry of Ceylon, 
fully documented and ready for t he p r in t e r . I t was never p r i n t e d , 
because t he a u t h o r was for some r e a s o n or o the r , no t satisfied wi th 
his work, and b u r n t t h e m a n u s c r i p t . 

The genial wit , lively i n t e r e s t and ve r sa t i l i ty of Mr. Blaze were 
amply proved by t h e n u m e r o u s fr iends from far and wide who 
sought him a m i d s t b is l i t t e r of books, and by t h e f r a g r a n t memor ies 
of the grea t revolut ions he had passed t ho rough in social, pol i t ical 
and economic condi t ions , 
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Mr. Blaze was a deeply religious man, but he did not make a 
parade of his religion, He belonged to the Methodist Church, but 
was the friend of all denominations, fie often occupied the pulpit 
in his and other non-conformist churches and preached a carefully 
prepared sermon, which he often wrote and re-wrote several times 
before being satisfied with it. He never raised his voice but spoke 
in well-modulated tones; his sermons never occupied more than 
twenty minutes, and he was careful not to speak above the heads of 
bis hearers. Nothing used to give him greater pleasure than to see 
his friends and old boys a t his services, more especially when he 
occupied the time-honoured Pulpit in Wolvendaal Church. His deep 
interest io this old church of many memories inspired a poem of 
eleven verses written in his inimitable style, which appeared in a 
Souvenir issued on the occasion of the Bi-centenary of the erection 
of the Church celebrated in 1919. 

One day seated in his study which so uniquely carried the im
press of his personality, an old friend was told the story of Mr. 
Blaze's interests and activities in the field of sport. Who would 
imagine Mr, Blane as an enthusiastic association and rugby foot-ball 
player in his day ? Picking up the game when he was in India, he 
turned out later for Kandy Clubs when barely a handful of 
Ceylonese played rugby football. 

The charm of Mr. Blaze's personality lay in his unruffled calm, 
and this in turn owed its quiet to the spiritual depths in which rest
ed the secure foundations of his being. To him may be applied the 
words he wrote in tribute to another more than fifty years ago: 

"When these mad, restless passions all die down 
In some not distant age; when the fierce heat 
of party strife is cool'd; and when men mete 
To this and that dead hero his renown— 
Who shall receive our time's most splendid crown? 

Less fame ev'n he shall have, the wartior true, 
Whom on lone Libyan sands mad rebels slew ; 
Less praise the poet who outlived the frown 
Of critics dull and spiteful; less ev'n he 
Who late divined ear th 's hidden mystery, 
High-priest of Nature. O how blest are we, 
That in this age so glorious we draw breath ! 
And thou, our King of men ! Yes, thou shalt be 
Its mightiest victor over Time and Death ", 

J. R. T. 
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KINGSWOOD PROLOGUE 1951 

The last ofthe Jamous Prologues written by Mr. Blase 
recited at the 60th anniversary of the founding oj 

the school, 
C e n t e n a r i e s and Jubi lees a lways , 

Wi th lesser F e a s t s and fes t ive Ho l idays , 
Are rays of s u n s h i n e on the long, da rk road 
W h i c h leads to Wisdom' s coveted abode, 
Such l igh t we need who can a p p r e c i a t e sti l l 
The Scholar ' s l ea rn ing and t h e S t a t e s m a n ' s skil l , 
The kindly h e a r t and u n d e r s t a n d i n g mind 
T h a t seeks in poores t t h ings t he good to rind, 
T h u s , loyal Kingswood welcomes wi th delight 
Your Excel lency ' s p resence h e r e t o n i g h t . 

Guidance we need for m a n y a c ra f ty fire 
L u r e s to t he c i ty of fulfilled desi re . 
E a c h day we waken to a new surpr i se , 
And ca t ch a t every r u m o u r as it flies. 
T h r o ' f resh s e n s a t i o n s a re we daily hu r l ' d 
F r o m war to w a r in a war -weary world. 
W a r s , t u m u l t s , c lash of E m p i r e s , and t h e bohi 
Assau l t of new-born n a t i o n s on the old. 
The yea r s a re ha r sh to p e a s a n t s and to kings . 
T h i s " C e n t u r y of new a w a k e n i n g s . " 

Compared wi th these how tr ivia l a r e our c a r e s — 
The ups a n d downs of tea a n d rubber s h a r e s ; 
Our hous ing p rob lems , and t h e soar ing price 
Of vegetables , foods tu f f s , even r ice . 
T a n k s for new fields of paddy m u s t come first, 
W i t h w a t e r ' d a r rack for a h u m a n t h i r s t . 
H o w shal l we cure t he Vote r ' s Lef t i s t s lan t , 
H o w check in t ime the i l legal i m m i g r a n t ? 
I n crowded schools a difference we see— 
Fee- levy ing schools , and schools t h a t would be Free* 
Les t F r e e d o m pave the way to care less ease 
L e t cei l ing pr ices cu rb Faci l i t ies . 
T h e a c c e n t s of t h e E a s t our senses lull, 
And Eng l i sh t e a c h i n g is " So deadly d u l l " , 
Guidance we need, e x t r e m e s to s h u n , n o r s t r a y 
B u t keep t h e safe H o r a t i a n middle way. 

T h u s in our a n n u a l round t h i n g s old and n e w . 
T h e P r e s e n t and the P a s t we h e r e review, 
Eav iew wi th g l adness , no t unmixed wi th t ea r? , 
Life ' s var ied scene—and Kingwood ' s s ix ty yea r s , 
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GEORGE ALFRED HENRY WILLE 

As a scholar, legislator and public-spirited citizen, George Wilier 
was in the true tradition of the nineteenth century leaders of Ceylon 
like Sir Richard Morgan, C. A. Lorenz and James D ] Alwis. He waff 
born on March 31, 1871, the son of John Francis Wille. He had a 
bright career at the Royal College where he had as school mates several 
-who rose high in the professional and public life of the country, includ
ing V. L- Beven, later to become Archdeacon of Colombo. Hector Jaye-
wardene, a brilliant lawyer of his day, C. E. de Vos the Galle Advocate 
and one time Burgher Member of the Legislative Council, E. H. Prins, 
Charlie Weinman, Armand de Souza, the able Editor of the " Morning 
Leader'1 and J. R. Jayetilleke, famous mathematical master of St-
Thomas' College and afterwards Secretary of the Kandy Municipal 
Council, happily still with us. Amidst this galary of talent Wille shone' 
as a scholar but had the misfortune to be just beaten in the University 
Scholarship examination. 

Force of circumstances compelled Wille to start life in the humble 
role of a clerical servant while his contemporai'ies went to British Uni
versities or to the Bar, But there can hardly be any doubt that he was* 
fully confident of entering a wider field of public activity when the 
time was ripe for it. He was not'only a great reader but also a keen 
student of history and politics. As a school bo^ he would have heard 
of the achievements of Sir Richard Morgan. William Digby, who wrote 
the biography of the great Burgher lawyer and statesman said: "A 
little more zeal for the public good displayed by Ceylonese of all races, 
such as was evinced by Mr. Morgan and his friends in 1846—51 would 
result in broadened institutions, a higher conception of corporate life 
and an existence far more worth living for than that which the majo
rity of Ceylonese are—alas !—content. Particulars of what has been 
achieved in times past ought to prove an incentive to noble and devoted 
action in times future." Morgan himself was sent to England by his 
brothers at the early age of 18 and one of the entries in his diary reads; 
*' I was not born great and do not know whether greatness will be thrust 
upon me, but—can I not achieve greatness ? " A decline in the family 
fortune compelled him to return not long afterwards. He became a 
Proctor at twenty and lived to be Queen's Advocate and a power in the 
land before he died at the early age of fifty-four. His even more brilliant 
contemporaries, James Stewart died in his early thirties and Lorenz at 
the age forty-two. It was a time when the span of life of the average 
Burgher in high positions was rather short. It is pleasant to recall that 
the lives of L. E. Blaze and G. A. Wille, who passed within a few days 
of each other, stretched back to the great days of the men whose names 
are mentioned above. 

In due course George Wille left the Government service and be
came a Proctor. He learned his work in the firm of F. J. and G. de 
Saram. The mercantile community were under a great debt to F. J . de 
Saram, F. C. Loos, V. A. Julius and Harry Creasy, the leading Proctors 
of the day. " There is not a senior agent in the Fort to day ", writes 
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Sir Thomas Viliiers in his book Mercantile Lore, " who does not 
feel it to have been a privilege to work with those men. What friends 

■ they were. Always ready to give friendly, helpful service, no matter 
how impatient one was. Never speaking' in a hurry, but just quietly 

; working away to clear all possible obstacles, and finally to produce a 
conveyance beautifully engrossed and ready for signature." 

It was in that school that George Wille learned his work. His 
wide knowledge of the English language and literature, precision of 
style and ,neat hand-writing made him a first-rate conveyancer. He 
would doubtless have been happy to take a partnership in the firm, but 
as it was not forthcoming he joined the firm of De Yos and Gratien, 

, ■ ~\vho were then the Crown Proctors. 

While holding a high place in the profession, George Wille was-
alive to his responsibilities as a citizen. He was Secretary of the Pettah 
Library for a great many years in his younger days and the older gene
ration will recall his annual reports which were masterpieces of litera
ture. The late Mr. Frederick Dornhorst, presiding at one of these 
annual meetings referred to George Wille as one of the most cultured 
young men of that period, summing up by saying that " George W.ille's 
mental capacity was as quick as lightning." 

Wille also took a keen interest in the Ceylon Savings Bank. He 
was a Director of the Y.M.C.A. and his long" tenure of office as Presi
dent of the Ceylon Society of Arts was evidence of his strong belief in, 
the uplifting influence of aesthetic tastes. He also took a lively interest 
in the work of the Ceylon Social Service League, the Friend-in-Need 
Society and other bodies which helped the poor of the community. He 

' was an Eider and Scriba of the Consistory of the Dutch Reformed 
Church for over a quarter of a century. 

One of the greatest contributions made by George Wille to the pub
lic of Ceylon was in building a solid bridge.between the Burghers and 
other Ceylonese communities. He was a far-seeing man and his read
ing of history and politics convinced him that the Burghers could not 
remain aloof. He knew intimately and admired the integrity of men 
like the late E, J. Samarawickrame and Sir James Peiris who were in 
the forefront of the campaign for a more liberal form of government. 
He appeared with them on the same platform and lent the support of . 
his keen intellect and gifts of speech to the cause which they espoused. 
Wille like Sir James Peiris was a Liberal of the Glads'tonian school. 
lie enjoyed the works of Morley, Bright and. John Stuart Mill and his 
speeches had the same clarity and rich content of the models which he 
assiduously studied. 

Dr. N. M. Perera, who rarely agreed with-Mr. Wille when they 
i were fellow members of the State Council, paid a well deserved tribute 
; lo Mr. Wille the other day .in the House of Representatives. He re-
| i'crred to his careful study of .the subject under discussion, clear state-
'' inent of his yiews and dignity of bearing.. He was, indeed a model 

! 
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councillor, not only taking a great interest in his his work but enjoying 
it fully. Most of his colleagues in the Legislative and State Councils, 
with the exception of the Prime Minister, have passed from the politi
cal scene, 

The present generation are not always appreciative of the niceties 
of debate and the decorum which characterised an early generation of 
legislators. Mr. Wille could not be flippant even if he tried. He did 
not have the sparkle of a Lorenz or a Dornhorst. He had solid quali
ties and a firm determination to be guided by his own strong convic
tions regardless .of popularity. He never played to the gallery, His 
courage in often voting on what was considered the wrong side earned 
him respect. 

George Wille's life was a fine example of hard work, a serious 
purpose in life, high principles, a keen sense of public duty and a belief 
in the future of Ceylon as the home of all the communities which in
habit it. He lived a good life and deserves to be numbered among the 
great Ceylonese of the past. 

E. W. F. 

Another admirer of George Alfred Henry Wille whose identity 
is not disclosed contributes the following sketch which he claims's: 

written from personal knowledge as I once was Mr. Wille's pupil 
and have followed his career since closely." It should be noted that 
these lines were written in Mr. Wille's lifetime. 

Mr. Wille was a publicist when barely 25 years old, being a 
regular contributor to the Ceylon Examiner1, the great lawyers' 
™l*r\°J ?hloh the f a m o a s Burgher, Lorensz, was once Editor. 
When that paper was discontinued after half a century's gloiious 
existence, Mr, Wille was a regular contributor to the Ceylon'Inde
pendent' then in its zenith, having won a great victory by its battle 
against the Paddy tax under the leadership of its Editor the le 
doubtable George Wall. The proprietor was Sir Hector Van Cuy-
lenburg, once Burgher Member in Council (at that time papers like 
tne Daily News were not in existence). 

n i Ul' ^ i ' i 8 ! ^e.f' C a t ? e i n t 0 P l 'o m i 'nence as Secretary of t i e 
Colombo Pet tah Library (a famous institution started by the Bur
ghers in the early days of British rule when English literature was 
scarce in Ceylon) and he made its annual meetings notable by his 
Reports which were regarded as literary masterpieces and *eie 
published in full, though they ran into a whole page of a newspaper. 
? - y S e S ! ^ 0 r f c s h e S a V e s n c h p r o m i n e n c e to t h e institution that 
Sir West Brig way. Governor, obtained for it a large loan with the 
sanction of the Secretary of state to enable it to erect a new build
ing—a unique instance of Government help to a private body Sir 
West Ridgeway even attended the great series of lectures which Mr 
Wille inaugurated fco help $he building fUQd (among the lecturers 
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reing Dr. Willey, the socialist, Sir John Furguson, Sir Alexander 
Wood-Renton, Sir Anton Bertram, Sir Edward Denham and others) 
Mr. Wille was elected Secretary year after year for nearly 25 years 
ill the year 1925, when owing to the Pet tah being unsuitable for a 

Library he was instrumental, with the encouragement of Sir Cecil , 
'Memeofci, in having the present Free Public Library established, the 
I 'ooks of the Pet tah Library of the Colombo Fort Library forming a 
nucleus of the new Library- His valuable services to the institu-
'iou for a period of nearly a quarter of a century were publicly ack
nowledged at the time by the presentation to him by the members 
if agold watch and silver plate suitably inscribed, which will no 
!oubt go down as an heirloom in his family. 

In 1911 he was elected Chairman of the largest and oldest Pro-
.ident Association in the Island (the Ceylon Mutual Provident Asso
ciation) and gave up office owing to more important preoccupations 
■ inly when he was a member of the Legislative Council, after serving 
tiS Chairman for over 20 years and setting it on a firm foundation. 
He has been in the fore front of thrift movements for the middle 
■ bod poorer classes, and even today notwithstanding his multifari-
tus duties he is President of the Ceylon Workers Federation, Provi
dent Association, its only President for 18 years except Sir P. Aru-
nadhalam who held office for the 1st year and handed over the 
Association to Mr. Wille. He is the only public man of his standing 
■vho for about quarter of a century has taken an interest in the 
Oeylon Savings Bank, and many of his suggestions made at the 
Annual Meetings in order to a t t ract depositors,have been welcomed 
ay the Directors and given effect to. Ho was instrumental in 
forming the Lawyers' Benevolent Association some 18 yenrs ago 
md was one of its first vice-Presidents (the Attorney General being 
■ax-officio President). 

His interest in public affairs was such tha t there was hardly a 
public movement during the last generation in which he did not play 
a part. He is the only original member living of the Ceylon Social 
Service League of which he was President for many years in 
succession to the late Sir James Peiris, and he is still on its Board 
of Trustees. 

He is well known for his knowledge of constitutional mat ters 
and when the Ceylon Congress came into existence he had the saga
city to foresee the political reforms in Ceylon could not be stayed, 
and alone among minority men joined Congress (intending to be a 
moderating force) and took a prominent part in its affairs side by 
aide with its foremost leaders in other communities (Sir James 
Peiris, Sir P. Eamanathan, Sir D. B. Jayatilleke and others) and yet 
such was the general confidence of the Burghers in his integrity 
and ability tha t when the Burgher seat was nobly contested 15 years 
ago on the retirement of the late Mr. Alfan Drieherg (who became 
a Puisne Justice) he was returned by the Burghers as their "Fi rs t 
Member" (there being two members allowed for that new Council) 
and be won tha t seat by unique conduct, He asked not his best 
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friend for a vo te on his behalf, t h o u g h he addressed m e e t i n g s to 
eduoa te t h e e l ec to ra t e . H e made a r emarkab l e speech jus t af tei hie 
e lect ion s t a t i n g t h a t though a Congress man ho was going to help 
t h e a d m i n i s t r a t i o n for t he good of t h e c o u n t r y , n o t to cr i t icise 
G o v e r n m e n t . H o w cons i s t en t ly be kep t bia pledge, is k n o w n to 
a d m i n i s t r a t o r s like Sir H u g h Clifford, Sir H e r b e r t S tan ley , Sir Cecil 
C lement i , Sir Hm-chison F le t che r , Sir Graeme Thomson , Sir E d w a i d 
Sbubhs (and no doub t also t o t be p r e s e n t Governor though he has 
been h e r e only a s h o r t t ime) w h o all held h i m in t h e h i g h e s t 
r ega rd as did t he whole count ry and the en l igh tened men of every 
c o m m u n i t y . 

As Sir Graeme Thomson said on one occasion his -work as a 
m e m b e r of t he Leg is la t ive Counci l was o u t s t a n d i n g . A t l o r n c j s 
Gene ra l , like Sir Launce lo t E l p b i n s t o n e and Sir E d w a r d Jackson 
were gra teful to h im for t he a s s i s t ance he a lways r e n d e r e d them in 
Cjunci l , and even t h e H o n . Mr. H u x h a m according to t h e piess 
r epor t ,pa id h im a grea t compl imen t on his speech on t h e Income 
Tax Bill which roused so much opposi t ion in h i g h e r circles when 
first proposed. When the F i r s t S t a t e Council bad to be cons t i t u t ed 
in 193L h e was n o m i n a t e d a B u r g h e r m e m b e r before a n y o n e else 
as G o v e r n m e n t regarded him as an ind i spensab le man, bu t owing to 
t h e s t a r t l i n g inso lvency of t h e firm of which he was a p a r t n e r , Mr. 
Wil le was not able to be in t he S ta t e Council . B u t t h e way he con
t i nued h i s o t h e r publ ic d u t i e s du r ing a t r y ing t ime of mis for tune 
won. t he a d m i r a t i o n of all, and t h e fact t h a t he was n o m i n a t e d , as 
soon as bis t echn ica l legal d i sab i l i ty was over, a s t h e only Bnrghei 
m e m b e r , was a s t r i k i n g t r i b u t e to his w o r t h on t h e pa r t of Gov 
e r n m e n t , which rejoiced t h e h e a r t s of h i s f r iends of every com 
m un i ty . 

T h o u g h never seeking popu la r i ty , no one is more h ighly respec 
ted in h i s c o m m u n i t y as one who h a s r e n d e r e d i t g r e a t service anc 
b rough t .credit to i t . 

I n wha t regard he is held by the public a t large and how varied 
and far r each ing bis ac t iv i t i e s , is shown by t h e n u m b e r of offices hi 
h a s held, and st i l l holds, in public i n s t i t u t i o n s : — 

1. P r e s i d e n t Colombo Y.M.C.A, (in cr i t ica l years when it 
p r e s e n t bu i ld ing was in course of c o n s t r u c t i o n and wa 
opened). For i t s Jubi lee a few years ago he w r o t e it 
h i s to ry a s one of i t s o ldes t m e m b e r s . 

2. C h a i r m a n , Municipal Educat ion Commi t t ee , Colombo. 
d. P r e s iden t , Discharged P r i s o n e r s Associa t ion (he is a t pre 

s e n t also on t h e special H o m e Min i s t ry C o m m i t t e e on pr iso; 
r e o r g a n i s a t i o n 

4. P r e s iden t , Ceylon W o r k e r s F e d e r a t i o n P rov iden t Associa 
t ion 

■ S, P re s iden t , Ceylon Social Service League 
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6. P res iden t . Ceylon Society of A r t s (for 10 y e a r s — a n unpre 
ceden ted per iod, h i s predecessors (high officials) hav ing Is eld 
i t for two or t h r e e yea r s—in t b e course of which t h e Ar t 
Gallery was cons t ruc t ed and opened) 

7. V ice -Pres iden t , Ceylon E c o n o m i c Society ( t h e Aud i to r -
Genera l being P r e s i d e n t ) 

8. V ice -P res iden t , Colombo I n d u s t r i a l School 
d. Member , Council of Legal E d u c a t i o n 

10. Member , Univers i ty College Council (was a m e m b e r of t he 
Riddell Commiss ion on t b e U n i v e r s i t y t h o u g h a p r o t o g o n i s t 
fo r . t he Colombo site) 

11. Vice P r e s i d e n t , C h r i s t i a n L i t e r a t u r e Socie ty 
12. Vice P r e s i d e n t , Ceylon L a w y e r s Benevo l en t Associa t ion 
13. Member , C o m m i t t e e of t he Bible Socie ty 
I I . Member , C o m m i t t e e of t h e Pub l i c L i b r a r y 
15. M e m b e r , Ra i lway Advisory Board 
16. Member , Local G o v e r n m e n t Board 
17 Member , L a b o u r Advisory B o a r d 

in addi t ion to n u m e r o u s Commi t t ees on which he served, to which 
the Sessional papers from 1924 bear wi tness . 

All t he se services do n o t exhaus t his labours owing to t h e 
pr ivate calls on h i s t i m e and enqu i r i e s by m e m b e r s special ly of h i s 
own c o m m u n i t y . H e is looked up t o b y t h e m not only polit ically 
as when he led t h e Burgher d e p u t a t i o n to t he D o n o u g h m o r e 
Commission wi th g rea t abi l i ty and general a ccep t ance in Ceylon) bu t 
in all sphe re s . H e is Scr iba of t h e Dutch Eeformed Ohnrch in 
Ceylon, t h e h ighes t lay office in t h a t C h u r c h , H e is much reso r t ed 
to for p r iva t e advice and to-day is in his profess ional capac i ty 
Trus tee of t h e t r u s t e s t a t e of F rede r i ck D o r n h o r s t K.C. deceased 
(once Ceylon's Leader of t he B a r ) . ' H e has been a tower of s t r e n g t h 
to t h e poor in p a r t i c u l a r of h i s com m u n i t j—(h i s work in c o n n e c t i o n 
with t h e e d u c a t i o n vote for Engl i sh -speak ing ch i ld ren is only one 
ins tance)—whi le be h a s worked for t h e genera l good w i t h a r a r e 
ca tho l ic i ty of sp i r i t . I n s h o r t t he re is no one, no t even in t h e 
major i ty c o m m u n i t y , w h o has for a gene ra t ion rendered such var ied 
and s ignal serv ices to t h e coun t ry and is held in such high pe r sona l 
regard by m e m b e r s of all commun i t i e s . 
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HISTORIC KALUTARA 

K A L U T A R A basks in t he r o m a n c e of t h e rubbe r t r ee . B o t h 
t o w n and dis t r ic t have .seen v i s ions—somet imes rosy, bu t often like 
t h e gorgeous sunse t only too quickly followed by dark c louds . 

Bu t i t is of t h e ea r l i e r r omance and d r a m a of K a l u t a r a t h a t I 
would wr i te . Of i t s land marks , of i ts ea r ly co lon iza t ion and l a te r 
E u r o p e a n inf luence—Por tuguese , D u t c h and Br i t i sh , and of t he 
scroll of life unfolded by t h e gene ra t ions of peoples t h a t h a v e come 
and gone. 

Bo, t o begin, i f we t ra i l down the cor r idors of t i m e , and v e n t u r e 
in to mi s ty cen tu r i e s long before t h a t p a t c h w o r k of popu la t ion 
which so profoundly affected t h e social, economic and pol i t ical life 
of K a l u t a r a began t o filter in, all we shal l pe rhaps see is t h e pr inci 
pa l fea ture of i t s l andscape—wate r w h i c h h a s a decided objection 
t o los ing i tself in t h e sea, 

I n t h e fifth c e n t u r y of our e ra when t h e s o u t h wes t monsoon 
was rol l ing a surf upon t h e coast , t h e m i g r a n t Arabs were accus
tomed to d r a w up t h e i r frail craf t i n t o t h i s lagoon. H e r e t h e s e in
t repid sa i lors : " s p e n t two m o n t h s or more in t h e shade of the 
fores t s and gardens and in t h e en joymen t of a t e m p e r a t e coolness ." 
They descr ibed the lagoon by a gener ic t e r m : " Gob of Serend ib ", 

T h u s we wi tness two fac ts . T h e first, t h a t t h e s e p a r t s were 
cu l t iva ted and inhab i t ed fifteen h u n d r e d years ago; t h e s e c o n d , t h a t 
a l t hough geographical ly known K a l u t a r a was jus t a speck in a 
glorious s t r e t c h of land and w a t e r — n o t h i n g more, 

As t h e c e n t u r i e s wen t by, t h e ebb and flood-tide of invasions 
from t h e ne ighbour ing c o n t i n e n t pressed more popula t ion in to th i s 
n e i g h b o u r h o o d . N e v e r t h e l e s s i t was only from t h e rec i ta l of one 
s u c h ca t ac lysm which took place in the e l even th c e n t u r y , t h a t we 
have the first u n d o u b t e d h i s t o r i c a l al lusion to K a l u t a r a . On this 
occasion t h e coun t ry was over r u n by an I n d i a n usurpe r called 
W i c k r a m a p a n d i a n d h i s m e r c e n a r i e s . H e se t up h i s sea t of Govern
m e n t on t h e bank of t he Kalu Ganga near w h e r e i t e n t e r s t h e sea, 
a a d he was lord of a Kingdom which v i r t u a l l y s t r e t c h e d from the 
sea coast to t h e c e n t r a l m o u n t a i n s , and ex tended along t h e coast 
s o u t h w a r d s and n o r t h w a r d s to Tr incomal ie . 

They called t h e capi ta l ci ty af ter t h e m a n n e r of t h e t i m e — 
Wela -pura . This was t h e one and only t o w n in sou th -wes te rn 
Ceylon which a t t a i n e d t o t h e d ign i ty of pura or " c i t y " . E v e n if as 
a cap i ta l it possessed a s t a t e l ines s and d igni ty of a n o t h e r day, i ts 
social and poli t ical influences were possibly n o t p r o p o r t i o n a t e to 
t h e e x t e n t of i ts t e r r i t o r i a l command . No relic r e m a i n s to tel l of 
t h i s d igni ty to which K a l u t a r a a t t a i n e d , bu t w h a t we do know is 
t h a t n e i t h e r t h i s capi ta l nor t he geographical t e r r i t o r y i t com
manded , were des t ined to su rv ive t h e exploi ts of P a r a k r a m a , sur-
p a m e d t h e " G r e a t " . Forc ing his way to a t h r o n e he expelled all 
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u s u r p e r s , and inspi red t h e s tory of a re -un i ted Ceylon in t h e zen i th 
of i t s g r e a t n e s s . 

I t would indeed be l eg i t ima te to w r e s t a good deal to s t i r t h e 
emot ions from the s e t t i ng in which we see K a l u t a r a dur ing t h i s 
period of conques t and p rospe r i t y . The re is first t he s i lhoue t te of 
t he Ganga t i l aka Viha re w i t h i ts s n o w y - w h i t e dagoba poised on t h e 
crest of a n e m i n e n c e , with t he da rk waters of t h e Kalu Ganga 
washing i ts base. The re is t h e l i t t le green island which p a r t s t h e 
water of t h e r i ve r—somet imes flowing peacefully, some t imes tu r -
bulebtly, and spreads t h e m in t he t o r t u o u s lagoon before they filter 
t h rough a small m o u t h and a r e los t in t he migh t ie r ocean w a t e r s 
t h a t receive t h e m . The re is t he n a t u r a l beau ty of t h e graceful 
coconut, g roves , whioh t h e wise King P a r a k r a m a caused to be 
p lan ted on t h i s coas t line r each ing out t o Ben to t a , mir rored in t h e 
still wa t e r s of t h e lagoon. The re a r e la rge t r e e s which cas t shadows 
over green maidans, and g a r d e n s in b loom. All t h i s , and more , t h e 
Sandem poems have t r a n s l a t e d in to i m m o r t a l song. 

And such, pe rhaps , was t h e p a n o r a m i c impress ion one migh t 
have got before w e s t e r n a m b i t i o n s and s t r a t egy took a band in t h e 
p lanning of Ka lu t a r a and s h a t t e r e d t h e aloofness which the coun
t ry had enjoyed from t h e beg inn ing of T ime . E a r l y in t h e 17th 
cen tu ry a P o r t u g u e s e engineer , Jorge d 'Albu iquerque cas t h is eye 
on the l i t t l e hill which c o m m a n d e d t h e r iver-cross ing a n d t h e 
approach, from Colombo. 

Sca t t e red over t h e h i n t e r l a n d the re lay r ich c innamon p l an t a 
t ions . T h e p roduce had to be both p ro tec t ed and collected sword 
in hand , Moreover , less t h a n fifty mi les fu r the r south t h e r e was 
the por t of Galle. Unde r t he guns of i t s for t ress , royal monopol ies 
of c i n n a m o n , pepper and musk, besides c a r d a m o n s , a r e c a n u t s , ele
p h a n t s , ivory, ebony, gems and pear l s , were loaded in to vessels 
which came from P e r s i a and Arabia , t he Red Sea, China , Bengal 
and Europe . 

I t s key-posit ion as a half-way house , to keep t h e i m p o r t a n t 
route be tween Colombo and Galle open, was one r eason why Ka lu 
t a r a had to be fortified. The forays made by t h e K a n d y a n m o n a r c h 
from t h e s t rongho ld of h i s m o u n t a i n s on t o t he se lowlands , which 
had become a scourge and t e r r o r to t he P o r t u g u e s e , was a n o t h e r , 

So, pal isade and e a r t h works were raised on the s u m m i t of t h e 
green hi l l . The beaut iful Gangat i l l aka V i h a r a knew i ts place no 
longer, a n d on i t s s i te t h e r e came to be e rec ted two bu lwarks 
mounted w i t h "one piece of a r t i l l e ry and two falcons, wi th all t h e i r 
a p p u r t e n a n c e s and a wel l ." Behind t h e tai pa ov e a r t h walls of t h e 
fort t h e y e rec ted a magaz ine of S to re s and a m u n i t i o n , bu i l t of 
s tone , and l ime m a d e of oys te r - she l l s t r a n s p o r t e d in sampans from 
Kilakari and b u r n t on t h e spo t . Originally i t s gar r i son cons is ted 
of ten P o r t u g u e s e Oasados, bu t l a t e r , they s t a t ioned in th i s F o r t a 
Capta in of i n f an t ry wi th his c o m p a n y , and a Chapla in to afford t h e 
garrison sp i r i tua l comfor t , 
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T h u s did the h i s t o ry of K a l u t a r a , w i t h o u t being aware of it, 
e a t e r on a new cb.si.pbai". The d i s t r i c t was t h e scene of much san
gu ina ry fighting a a d c l a shes be tween M a y a d u n u a ' s t r o o p s and t h e 
Po r tuguese who suppor ted the cause of D h a r m a p a l a , K ing of Kofcte. 
B a t t l e s were fonght a t Pe lenda and U d u w a r a and indeed t h e r e 
c a m e to be no lack of oppor tun i t i e s for t h e exhibi t ion of valour . 

Never the less , a l though the s t rugg le never re laxed and the 
teniu 'e of th i s hardy invader was never free of r isk and danger , t h i s 
was the heyday of Por tuguese prosper i ty in t he ea s t . I t would not 
be un reasonab le the re fore to place in t he social a t m o s p h e r e of the 
K a l u t a r a of t h a t t ime t h e Conquistadores and t h e r a t t l e of sabres 
hang ing a t the i r s ides , t h e fldalgo and the s w i t c h of si lken scarf, 
t i nk le of t be gui ta r and the c lash of c a s t a n e t s . 

B u t in the m e a n t i m e a n e w and fo rmidab le r ival had ob ta ined 
a footing a t t b e K a n d y a n Court . In 1638, a Du tch fleet in Ceylon 
w a t e r s t h r e w out a chal lenge to P o r t u g u e s e power es tabl i shed over 
marifcioij Cbylou- T h e new E i ropean invader made m a n y conques t s 
and cap tu red Galle in 1640, even tua l ly t a k i n g command of all the 
c o a s t a l t e r r i t o ry ex tending to t he Bentoba r iver . Na tu ra l l y ftorn 
t h e point of s t r a t e g y , K a l u t a r a became a very i m p o r t a n t P o r t u g u e s e 
out pos t . 

Conforming to a t e n yea r a rmi s t i c e a r r a n g e d b e t w e e n P o r t u g a l 
and H-dland the f ront ier r emained unchanged , b u t in t h e second 
year a f te r t he t r u c e expired in 1640, bo th powers were again 
embroi led in h o s t i l i t i e s . 

One m u s t needs slip away from the r u s h i n g life of t h e p resen t 
i n t o t h e s low-moving and s t e rn cond i t ions of t he p a s t , to apprec ia t e 
t he haza rds of war fa re and the ear ly efforts of t he se r ival na t i ons 
to reduce and r e t a i n Ka lu t a r a . There were bloody sk i rmishes , and 
a b a t t l e a t Kalu wa-modera. Bub when t h e P o r t u g u e s e fort a t Kalu
t a r a cap i tu la ted bo t b e Du tch , it was ravaged in t u r n by t h e t ac t i c s 
of Ra jas ingha t h e Second who was hoping to l ibe ra te h i s country 
from both c o m b a t a n t s . T h u s , i t came to be t u r n e d over once again, 
by evacua t ion of t he D u t c h forces, to t he P o r t u g u e s e , 

K a l u t a r a u l t ima te ly cap i tu la ted to t he D u t c h forces under 
Gene ra l H u l f t in October 1655. The re were a t t h e t i m e 225 men, 
beside all t he P o r t u g u e s e res idents and F r a n c i s c a n eccles ias t ics 
w h o admin i s t e red t h e affairs of t b e C h r i s t i a n s in t he D i s t r i c t . The 
l a t t e r had rushed for she l te r in t h e for t on t h e advance of the 
D u t c h . The odds were never the less aga ins t t h e Po r tuguese foice 
d r iven t o defend t h e pos t , b u t t h e y gal lant ly held on, keeping t h e 
D u t c h and t h e S inha le se a t bay. They, bo l s t e red t hemse lves with 
t h e forlorn hope t h a t relief would come from Colombo. 

B a t ev ident ly t h e D u t c h In te l l i gence Service had done thei r 
work well . They knew t h a t near ly a th i rd of t h e Po r tuguese at my 
was a t K a l u t a r a , and t h a t t be gar r i son could no t hold out very iong 

yen on t h e s t r i c t e s t siege ra t ions , 

DUTCH BTJRGHBB UNION 163 
H i s t o r i a n s h a v e contended , i ronical ly enough , t h a t h a d t h e 

Por tuguese adopted t h e course of abandon ing K a l u t a r a and con
serving t h e i r man-power , t h e ga l l an t defence they subsequen t ly p u t 
up a t Colombo migh t n o t h a v e been in va in . I n s t e a d t h e y were 
imposed upon by t h e Du tch , who even finessed by keeping t b e n e w s 
of the su r r ende r of t he hap less g a r r i s o n a t K a l u t a r a from reach ing 
Colombo, in order to en t ice t h e Po r tuguese to c o n t i n u e t o send t h e 
relief d e t a c h m e n t s which t h e y i n t e r c e p t e d and m a d e sure could n o t 
- re t reat . 

One of t h e ear l ies t no t ices we have of K a l u t a r a in t he ear ly 
.period of D u t c h occupa t ion , i s by a G e r m a n a d v e n t u r e r n a m e d 
Chr is toph Schwei tze r , who took service u n d e r t he D u t c h E a s t I n d i a 

■Company, and kept a d iary , of h is s t r a n g e exper iences . U n d e r t h e 
d a t e 22nd April 1677, h e wro te : " I was s e n t w i t h SO soldiers t o t h e 
Fo r t of Ga l tu ra , 8 leagues from Colombo, to h a v e some n e w r a m 
pa r t s added to it . . . ." Amplifying t h i s l a t e r he w r o t e : " I w a s 
■upon d u t y in t h e F o r t w h e n our men worked by day on t h e fortifi
cat ions and a t nighb stood sen t ine l s ( the n i g h t l a s t ing b u t 2 h o u r s ) 
from April t o t h e las t of S e p t e m b e r of t h e same year , our head 
officer was Adam Slecht , a B o h e m i a n ' ' This a p p a r e n t l y was 
the first a t t e m p t by t h e D u t c h to remodel t h e c razy for t i f ica t ions 
erected by t h e P o r t u g u e s e . T h e y ra ised a s t rong wall c i rcumval la -
t iug the base of t h e hil l , a n d s t r e n g t h e n e d t h i s first l ine of defence 
with a moa t and d i t ches Rycklof van Goens, t he D u t c h Governor 
and Commiss ione r of W a r , also saw to it t h a t a road w a s m a d e con
nect ing K a l u t a r a with Colombo, " a long which e ight men could 
march a b r e a s t t a k i n g wi th t h e m field g u n s . " 

Pass ing a long t h e s t r e a m of t i m e t o t h e ea r ly l<$th c e n t u r y , we 
see t h i s h i s to r i c l a n d - m a r k of K a l u t a r a conver ted i n t o a c o m p a c t 
residential for t , comple t e wi th a d rawbr idge . Houses lie behind t b e 
high wall on t h e lower level , and a fortifiction on t h e s u m m i t t e r 
mina t ing in four .Rondels, or angles , conspicuously s u r m o u n t e d by 
bartizans, or qua in t ly p i c tu re sque s t o n e sen t ry bozes shaped like 
pepper-pots . T h e glads'" or open spaces f ron t ing t h e for t ex t ended 
wes twards and s o u t h w a r d s . 

F rom t h e t i m e of i t s occupa t ion by t h e D u t c h , and t h r o u g h o u t 
t he l a te r Br i t i sh period, t he h i s t o ry of K a l u t a r a and t h e D i s t r i c t 
has been one of p r ac t i ca l l y u n i n t e r r u p t e d p rospe r i ty and agr icu l 
t u r a l deve lopmen t 

To s u p p l e m e n t t h e indegenons c i n n a m o n , t he D u t c h p l an t ed 
■Coffee of a very super ior kind and Pepper . The l a t t e r , besides be ing 
profitable and easily grown in t h e shade , proved useful to fill u p 
the in t e r s t i ces in t h e s h o r t a g e of c i n n a m o n for expor ta t ion t o 
Europe. T h e y also grew sugar -cane to a d v a n t a g e , and some D u t c h 
men dis t i l led rum. 

B u t t h e one endur ing legacy of t he D u t c h occupat ion of t h e Dis 
t r i c t is bhe'jhanal sy s t em, which h a s played no small pa) t in e n r i c h i n g 
t h e coun t ry . On the se w a t e r w a y s buil t by t h e i r hyd rau l i c eng ineers , 
a r r ack from t h e dis t i l ler ies , coir fibre, and all t h e p roduce w h i c h 

http://cb.si.pbai
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fo'itid p u r c h a s e iu m a r k e t s ab road , were car ied in padda b o a t s , to-
t h e p i r t a t B a r b r y n ( B e r u w a l a ) , or t h e wa re -hoase s of Colombo for 
s h i p m e n t . 

I D F e b r u a r y , 1796, t h e for t was ceded to Br i t i sh t roops under 
G e n e r a l S t u a r t . I t did no t long r e m a i n ga r r i soned a f t e r t h e 
K i n d y a n c a p i t u l a t i o n iu 1815. T ime was, w h e n i t was used as a 
c o u n t r y r e t r e a t by a Chief S e c r e t a r y , t h e H o n . J o h n Rodney . On 
g r e a t occasions, t hey say, he had s a lu t e s fired from a " bamboo b a t 
t e r y " . H e r e too, in 1824, he buried an i n f a n t son, and build a pyra
mid of brick over t h e g rave ca r ry ing t h e pa the t i c ep i t aph appea l ing 
fco p o s t e r i t y : " to respec t aud spa re t h e r e m a i n s of our lost child.'*. 

The town was a t t h i s t i m e , 125 yea r s ago, p i th i ly descr ibed as : 
" a f avour i t e r e s o r t for t h e inva l id " , and t h e d i s t r i c t was said t o be 
m u c h s o u g h t a f te r by t h e h u n t e r , as wild an ima l s , "especial ly deer 
and hog, abounded in t h e ne ighbourhood . " But , except ing the claim 
of Kalufcara to be a s a n i t a r i a of Ceylon wi th i ts " u m b r a g e o u s wa lks 
a n d cool a n d sa lub r ious c l ima te" , all t he se a r e t h i n g s of t h e pas t . 

I n t h e early y e a r s of t he p r e s e n t c e n t u r y u t i l i t a r i a n ambi t ions-
devoid of r e v e r e n c e for t he i>ast c rowned t h e "green e m i n e n c e " by 
t h e r i v e r where Ganga t i l aka Viba re once stood, w i t h a modern 
bui ld ing . Th is res idence of t h e A s s i s t a n t G o v e r n m e n t Agent and 
t h e hill on wh ich i t s t a n d s , a re sho r t l y to be t u r n e d in to a Buddh i s t 
s h r i n e once more , while t he old K a c h e h e r i and Gove rnmen t House-
which savoured of m y s t e r y h a v e gone t h e i r wuy t o m a k e room f o r 
K a l u t a r a ' s new Cour t -house . 

H o w e v e r , in t h e b i t s and pieces of K a l u t a r a ' s r o m a n t i c i s m , one 
q u a i n t l a n d - m a r k r e m a i n s — a r a m p a r t of vege ta t ion , t he fine old 
b a n y a n t r ee which ex t ends t o a g rea t he igh t and h a s t h r o w n an 
firch ac ross t he road . U n d e r t he graceful and da in ty t r a ce ry of i ts 
i i l a m e n t s and aer ia l roo t s , t h e traffic of an a r t e r i a l road daily flows,-
M a y it be long des t ined to cha l l enge i n t e r e s t as a typ ica l old-time^ 
Sink of a new K a l u t a r a . 

R. h. B . 
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THINGS IN GENERAL 

[FROM A WOMAN'S STANDPOINT] 

By A t h e n a 
<I.) D r e s s . 

The world of woman is divided into two classes, namely t he 
women who clothe themselves, and the women who dress. The former 
class consider any time given to the consideration of clothes as wasted, 
and in the latter class some go to extremes, and the excitement Of the i r 
Jives; or I should say the principal object of thei r lives, is to dress. 

Wc would do well to avoid these two extremes, but we should t r y 
to acquire some idea of how to deal with the question of. clothing our
selves. Clothes s h o u l d ' b e chosen with due regard to one's purse and 
one's position in life, taking into consideration the style of one's face 
and figure, and colouring oil eyes, hair and complexion. 

Good taste is shown most in' the details of a woman's toilette 
Dress often is an expression of a woman's personality, and there a re 
many little daintinesses, habits and specialities that reveal what m a n n e r 
of woman you are. 

Some t ime and thought must be given to the matter of dress, for if 
clothes mus t be bought at a certain rate of expenditure, it requires 
much, thought to make as brave a show as possible within the limits of 
what we can afford to spend. 

The woman who is slovenly in appearance is want ing in self-
respect, Women should be " fa i r to look u p o n " at all times, and they 
should always t ry to be, prettily and suitably dressed. Economy as 
regards dress should be practised by every woman. This does not mean 
stint, neither does it mean lavish expenditure, but it does mean t h e 
grasp of things on the whole, when we consider the result of a purchase 
-as regards its immediate value, its relative value, and its fulture value. 

The main th ing in dress is to suit one's clothes to one's pursuits . 
Simple washing materials and plain shady hats are most becoming w e a r 
in sunny Ceylon, and will be found to suit most occasions for the aver
age girl. For evening wear something more elaborate is needed, but 
here too simplicity charms- To study what best suits one's style of 
face and figure, rather than what is the latest fashion, is the only w a y 
of making the best of one's appearance. 
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It is strange that some women let themslves be dressed by 
some expert in fashion, without caring in the least that her clothes 
should be some identification of her personality, instead of being yards 
and yards "of some one elses extravagant taste. The idea o f personal 
refinement and individuality is thus lost. 

As the years of our lives increase in number , so our good taste 
should develop and grow. Our inner selves should tone everything 
and the clothes we wear, the taste we display in them, the styles we 
affect, should influence others. 

There is one question with regard to dress that cannot be over
looked, and that is extravagance in it. We can always be suitably and 
charmingly dressed without indulging in undue extravagance, I-think 
it almost criminal to expend on a single garment a sum that will keep 
a poor family in food for a week or a month . We need not always aim 
at wearing the most expensive things when some th ing that costs iai* 
less but looks quite as pret ty to the uninitiated eye will serve the pur
pose equally well. 

Clothes affect character, and an exclusive devotion to dress lowers 
a girl 's whole character. I t shows that in her opinion ' ' the ra iment" is 
more than "the body" with all its wonders and its destiny. It is often 
said that men dress to please themselves and women dress to please 
others. Well, why should it, not be so ? If it is so, we women have 
t h e best of it. We .certainly dress to please others. This is w h y the 
question of dress is an important one. Our clothes convey impressions 
of ourselves and we are responsible for the impressions we give, but 
we must not always be th inking of the impression we make. 

A careless indifference to dress and a slip-shod slovenly appear
ance often heralds a woman 's loss of self-respect. Detirioration in char
acter is often made visible in carelessness, and disregard for the respect 
of others in the way we clothe ourselves. Clothes affect character, and 
character affects clothes ! Our clothes affect our own characters, and 
influence ourselves. 

But as regards the regulation of dress,™to avoid the two extremes, 
of indifference and slovenliness of dress on the one hand, and of mak
ing dress the rul ing passion of life on the other ,—"when the heart is 
r ight , when there is a true and supreme love for religion it is usually 
not difficult to regulate the subject of dress." 

DUTCH BURGHER UNION 10? 

(II.) T h e Art of Making a H o m e . 

Man was never a home-making animal. H e can provide the mate
rials, and with great art and craft, can design and fashion the most 
elaborate materials for home-making. But until a woman's hands have 
shaken up the cushions, pushed the chairs into place, and accomplished 
a sort o'f quiet magic, the spirit of home does not come, and the place 
does not possess that intangible feeling any more than a shop full of 
furniture 

This mysterious gift of home-making varies greatly in each indivi
dual. .There are some house-keepers who can never manage to make 
things quite home-like, no matter how great the profusion of material 
at their disposal. But let a real home-making woman get into that 
house, and the difference will be seen at once.' Out of the greatest 
chaos, and from the most unpromising materials, the place will be 
made to look home-like in the best sense of the word. 

Such a woman can make home anywhere in the world out of a 
coiiple of t runks and a box of soap. She will be making tea in a bullock 
cart and dispensing it with all the charm of home, and she will turn any 
old tent into, a h o m e l i k e room without effort and without consciousness, 

To a man this gift of home-making looks like sheer magic. He may 
watch it in the making many hundreds of times, just as he may watch 
"The Gay Deceiver" at his wonderful tricks, but he can never learn the 
Secret of its doing. All that he knows is that his surroundings are 
dreadfully uncomfortable until a woman comes and takes them 
in charge. 

She apparently does little but push the furniture about and hang 
things on pegs, while declaring that men are stupids and don ' t knows 
how to manage things. But by the time she has finished, his chair is 
placed in the most comfortable position, his slippers have crept close to 
his feet, cigarette ends have disappeared, cigars and matches are handy, 
and the hard corners in the cushions of his chair have mysteriously dis
appeared. 

I t is only when a man is left by his women-folk to his own devices. 
by some domestic accident, that he discovers how deep and profound a 
mystery is this art of home-making. 

He may start with, much enthusiasm to camp out in his own house, 
and may find himself wandering round the strange terr i tory of the 
kitchen with, a new sense of adventure. So far his world, has been. 
bounded by his verandah his dining-room, and bed room, wi th rare 
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excursions into the drawing room. His kitchen is a new world to him 
and he hardly knows half the uses of the mysterious pots and pans he 
is faced with. He thinks he is fairly expert in eggs and bacon, and 
essays his first trial in cookery. But somehow the yellow part of the 
egg smudges into a speckly white, and the whole lot sticks to the pan. 
The bacon he manages to get unrler-done and over-done at the same 
time, with an unwanted quantity of liquid fat. 

Then he worries his mind with the problem of how on earth does 
she manage to get the eggs, tea. bacon and toast all to table at exactly 
the same moment, and in the same state of perfect cooking ? He finds 
that with a fair start his egg comes to table, first in the race, piping hot 
and browned to death, the bacon is a frigid second, tea a bad third and 
wretched stuff while the toast is as hard as brick and cold as stone. 

The whole meal is a dreadful failure. He can't find the tablecloth, 
and makes shift with a newspaper, and there comes over him a cold 
blank feeling of helplessness that he has not known since he was a baby. 

■ Some how, with her departure, home has vanished into thin air. 
The furniture and other things are there just as they used to be but he 
wanders from room to room feeling quite strange, and hating his poss
essions with a new and deadly hatred. 

If he is a wise man he will realise that without his home-maker he 
is really homeless, and he will put on his hat and go where he can meet 
some friends, or where there is some one to talk to. But if he is too 
depressed for this, he will sit alone in the empty house and listen, with 
all his ears for the footsteps which will tell him that his home-maker 
has returned once more.-

DUTCti BURGflEH DNlON l6§ 

GENEALOGY OF THE FAMILY OF PAULUSZ 
OF CEYLON 

[Compiled by Mr. D. V. Altendorff). 

Carel Leonhard Paulnsz, Ensign in Bafcavia, arrived in Ceylon 
on 13th November 1778 with his wife and son, Johannes Jacobus, 
who follows under II . 

II 
Johannes Jocalus Paulas^ married: 

(a) At Colombo, 5th une 1803, Wilhelmina Carolina Baar-
thouwer, daughter of Johan Adoiph Baarlhaumer of 
Wergingrade and Elisabeth Wolf, widow of Jan Hen-
drik Brocks. 

(b) At Kalutara, by Governor's licence No. 955 dated 24th 
Decemher 1827, Johanna Pietersz. 

Of the first marriage, he had— 
1 Margarita Elisabeth, born 1804, died 2nd April 1869, married 

in the Dutch Reformed Church, "Wolvendaal, 15th July 1819, 
Ferdinand Carl Van Eyck. 

2 Beatrice Caroline, born 1806. 
3 Johannes Gei'ardus, who follows under III , 
4 Dorothea Wilhelmina, born 3809, married in the Dutch Re

formed Church, Wolvendaal, 5th September 1825, Hermanns 
Fernando. 

Of the second marriage, he had— 
5 Mary Margaretfca, born 1828, married in the Dutch Reformed 

Church, Wolvendaal, 20bh October 1845, John Peter Pave 
(widower). 

I l l 
Johannes Gerardus Paulusz, baptised 11th November 1808, 

married in St. Anthony's Church, Kandy 10th December 1834, 
Helen Catherine Jones, and he had by her— 

1 John Gerard, who follows under IV. 
2 Carolina Wilhelmina, born 1842, married in the Dutch Re

formed Church, Wolvendaal, 27th December 1875, John 
William Van Eyck, born 14th June I842j widower of Marga
ret Caroline Micolle, who died on 1st January 1873, and son 
of Ferdinand Charles Van Eyck and Susanna Cornelia Leru" 
phers, (D.B.U. Journal, Vol. XXXIV, page 84). 

3 Goorginna Dorothea, born 1§44, married Tbomas White, 
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4 Eliza Sophia, born 16th April 1846, married in the Dutch 
Reformed Church, Wolvendaal. 27l-h July 1863, John Henry 
Demmer, born loth November 1836, eon of Petrus Harmanus 
Demmer and Sophia Carolina LaBrooy. (D.B.U. Journal, 
Vol. XXIV, page 69, and Vol. XLI, page 75). 

5 William Martin, born 1851, married in the Dutch Reformed 
Church, Wolvendaal, 27th October 1879, Susan Wydeman, 
born 26th November 1857, daughter of Emanuel Lambeitus 
Wydeman and Petronella Charlotta Aldons. (D.B.U. 
Journal, Vol. XXXII, page 116), He had no Issue. 

IV 
John Gerard Paulusz, Railway Clerical Service, born 6th Nov: 

ember 1835, married in the Scots Kirk, Kandy, 10th July 1861, Annie 
Catherine Thomas, and he had by her— 

1 Richard Thomas, born 9th March 1862. 
2 Adolphus Charles, B.A., (Calcutta), born 4tb July 1864, died 

1934, married 7th January 1886, Roseline Maud Demmer, 
born 7th July 1865, died 1939, daughter of John Henry Dem
mer and Eliza Sophia Paulusz, referred to in I I I , 4, supra. 

3 Annie Laura, born 20th June 1866, died 9th April 1940, 
married in the Methodist Church, Pe t tah , Colombo, 23rd 
August 1890, Robert Ezekiel Blaze, J.P., U.P.M., Crown Proc
tor, Badulla, born 6th August 1863, died 13th August 1918, 
son of Louis Ezekiel Blaze and Henrietta Charlotta Gamier. 
(D.B.U. Journal, Vol. XL. pages 94 and 95). 

4 Eliza Malvina, born 10th February 1869,died 1896, married 
8th June 1895, Samuel William Walton Claatz, born 25th 
January 1865, died 1st April 1936, son of John Lucas Claasz, 
and Ernestina Barbara de Hoedt. 

5 James Gerard, who follows under V. 
6 Agnes Margaret, born 16th July 1872. 
7 Ellen Catherine, born 12th December 1874, married in the 

Methodist Church, Badulla, 3rd April 1899, Augustus 
Edward Dirckze, Superintendent of Surveys, born 2nd June 
1871, died 19th March 1948, son of Edward Stephen Dirckze 
and Ursula Ebert. 

8 Ida Mariyn, boru 28th May 1876. 
0 Mabel Edith, born lOtn October 1877, died 14th June 1907. 

10 Percival Ernest , who follows under VI. 
11 Ethel Clarice, born 25th November 1879. 
12 John Gerard, born 23id March 1881, died 3rd April 1881. 
13 Cyril Augustus, L M.S., (Ceylon), Deputy Medical Officer of 

Health, Warringtoh in Lancashire, England, born 28th Feb
ruary 1882, * ' 

■ 3.4 Clara Constance, born 19th April 188SS died 21st January 
1886. 
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15 Hilda Mildt-ed, born 4th September 1884, married in the 
Dutch Reformed Church, Bambaiapitiya, 2nd March 1916, 
Petcival Ernest Aldons, born 20th July 1885, son of Roland 
Cuthbert Aldons, L.M.S., (Ceylon), and Winifred Amelia de 
Kretser. (D.B.U. Journal, Vol. X, page 20, and Vol. XXXII, 
pages 119 and 121). 

16 Annie Mylitta, born 4th August 1886, 
17 Hugh Arthur Robert, Barrister-at-Law, born 4th September 

1889. 
V 

James Gerard Paulusz, Assistant Master, Royal College, Colombo 
, born 4th December 1870, died 21st October 1939, married in the 

Dutch Reformed Church, Wolvendaal, 15th December 1897, Mildred 
Frances Vander Wall, born 28th November 1873. died 13th June 
1944, daughter of Wilfred Charles Vander Wall, and Annette Louise 
Hir r i s . (D.B.U. Journal, Vol. XXIII, page 155). He had by her— 

1 Mildred Pauline, born 3rd March 1899. 
2 Jan Hendrik Oliver, who follows under VII. 
3 Wiihelmina Annette Louise, born 11th October 1901, married 

in the Dutch Reformed Church, Bambaiapitiya, 26th August 
1940, William Edward Leembruggen, son of Julian Robert 
Leembcuggen and Una Alexandra Leembruggen. (D.B.U, 
Journal, Vol. IV, pages 24 and 26). 

4 Catherine Helena Annie, born ,11th January 1903. 
5 Lyon Gerard Paulus, who follows under VII I . 
6 Frances Geraldine, born 23rd January, 1908. 
7 Richard Chrisfciaan Wilfred, who follows under I S . 
8 Casparus Leonhard Hugo, who follows-under X. 
9 Rutgert Dirk Philippus, who follows under XI . 

VI 
Percival Ernest Paulusz, born 15th October 1878, died 26th 

October 1950, married in the Dutch Reformed Church, Galle, 7th 
June 1916, Winifred Daisy Ephraums, born 25th March 1888, daugh
ter of Charles Peter Ephraums and iGeorgiana Matilda Bognars. 

CD.B.U, Journal, Vol. XXIV, page 108.) He had by her— 
1 Daisy Angela, born 5th April 1917, married in the Dutch Re

formed Church, Bambaiapitiya, 22nd April 1944, Malcolm 
Derrick Roelofez, son of Francis George Roelofs and Daisy 
Agnes Werkmeester. (D.B.U. Journal, Vol. XXXVII, page^ 
60). 

2 Percival Hugh, who follows under XII. 
3 Winifred Gladys, born 5th December 1919, married in the 

Dutch Reformed Church, Regent Street, Colombo, 28th De
cember 1948, Earle Rienzi Wilmot Koelmeyer, born 27th 
December 1918, son of Terence Wilmot Koelmeyer and Hilda 
Irene Rode. (D.B.U, Journal, Vol. XXIX, page 106), 



1?2 THE JOTHiNAL orf THE 

4 Dulcie L o r n a , born 16th F e b r u a r y J922. 
5 I r i s Olga, born 22nd F e b r u a r y 1924, mar r i ed in St . Paul ' s 

Church , Milagiriyfi, 13th N o v e m b e r 1948, E a i l e J a y a s e k c r a . 
V I I 

J a n H e n d r i k Oliver P a u l u s z , M.A. , (Oxon\ B.A , (Loud.) , Govern-
m e o t Archiv is t , born 21st September 1900, mar r ied a t Oxford, 23rd 
December 1923, E d i t h Gilbert, born 17th October 1905, of Apple ton 
N e a r W a r r i n g t o n in Lancash i r e , E n g l a n d . H a ' b a d by her— 

1 Mildred Pa t r i e i a , born 2 l s t December 1926. 
2 J a n Gilber t , born 18th N o v e m b e r 1931, 
3 Adr ian Geoffrey, bo rn 24th May 1939. 
4 Edi th Jenn i fe r , born 26th May 1941. 

V I I I 
Lyon Gerard Pan Ids Pau lusz , G o v e r n m e n t Cler ical Service, 

born 11th J a n u a r y 1907, mar r i ed in t h e D u t c h Beformed Church, 
Dah iwa la , 4 t h October 1939, Beulah Bonibel Anderson Keegel, born 
20th Octobar 1919, d a u g h t e r of Char les F reder ick Keegel and 
Amelia Sophia Ande r son . (D.B.U. Jou rna l , Vol. X X X I , page 125.) 
H e had by her— 

1 Leone Benlah, born 17th Sep tember 1940. 
2 Lyon Gerard Frederick, born 4th October 1943. 
3 E t h n e F r a n c e s , born 7 th October 1944. 
4 J o h a n n Michael Andrew, born 19th M a r c h 1951. 

IX 
Richard Chrisfciaan Wilfred Pau lusz , born 12th J a n u a r y 1910 

m a r r i e d Viola S m i t h , and he h a d by h e r — 
1 Jacqel ine l o n a , Melanie , born 4 th F e b r u a r y 1945. 

X 
Casparus L e o n h a r d Hugo P a u l u s z , B.A., ( H o n s ) , Lond. , Assessor 

in t he I n c o m e Tax D e p a r t m e n t , born 4 th F e b r u a r y 1912, mar r ied in 
t h e D u t c h Reformed Church , Bamba lap i t i ya , 23rd May 1939, K a t h 
leen E l e a n o r Laembri iggen, born 30th Sep tember 1913, d a u g h t e r of 
J u l i a n Rober t Les t e r Leembruggen and U n a Alexandra Leembruggen 
(D.B.U. J o u r n a l , Vol. IV, pages 24 and 26). H e had by he r— 

1 Moira Anne , born 12th December 1942. 
2 Y v e t t e F r a n c e s , born 4 t h November 1947. 

. X I 
Rutgerfe Dirk Ph i l ippus Pau lusz , B.A., (Hons) Lond. , Ceylon 

Civil Service , b o r n 28th May 1916, m a r r i e d in t h e D u t c h Reformed 
Church , Bambalap i t iya , 21st July 1945, I r i s Beryl K o c b , born 24th 
J a n u a r y 1919, d a u g h t e r of Alexander Godfrey D e n i s Koch a u d E t b e l 
Mildred Ludekens , (D.B.U. J o u r n a l , Vol. XXXVI , page 82). H e had 
by he r— 

I Deryok Br ian , b o m 20th October 1947. 
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X I I 

Perc iva l Hugh Pau lusz , born 19th S e p t e m b e r 1918, m a r r i e d in 
St. Michae l s ' and All Angels ' Church , Colombo, 28th April 1942, 
Miriam Con way, born 27th March 1918, daugh te r of Char les Conway 
and Rosamond Blanche Loos. (D.B.U. J o u r n a l , Vol, X X X I X , page 
118). H e had by her— 

3 Dirk H u g h , bo rn 9 th March 1943. 

2 Chadwel l Michael , born 23rd November 1945. 

■ 3 Char les , born 1th December 1948. 

NOTES.—(1) T h e Act of A p p o i n t m e n t of Carel L e o n h a r d Pau lusz , 
re fe r red to in I , is on record in t h e G o v e r n m e n t 
Archives in Vol. 2540, folio 127. 

(2) Susan Faulusz , nee W y d e m a n , refer red to in I I I , 5, 
mar r i ed in t h e Bapt i s t Church, C innamon Gardens, 
Colombo, 1910, W a l t e r Van H e a r . 

(3) J a m e s G e r a r d Pau lusz , re fe r red t o in V, was educa ted 
in Tr in i ty College, Kandy , and Royal College, Colombo. 
H e jo ined t h e t u t o r i a l staff of t h e Ro j al College in 
1890. H e was Senior A s s i s t a n t ' M a s t e r in 1920, and 
a c t e d a s v ice-Pr inc ipa l in 1924. H e was an or iginal 
m e m b e r of t he Dutch B u r g h e r Union , and a lways bad 
the welfare of t h e Union a t h e a r t . H e u n d e r t o o k t h e 
Office of H o n o r a r y Sec re t a ry of t h e Union in 1929, 
and the m a n n e r in which he acqu i t t ed himself evoked 
t h e a d m i r a t i o n of t h e C o m m i t t e e . H e was a lways 
found a t t h e Club ready to m a d e a four th a t Br idge or 
an a n t a g o n i s t a t Bi l l ia tds , i eady to tel l a good s t o r y 
or t o p r o n o u n c e a cons idered opinion on topics . H i s 
m a n y f r iends decided t o p e r p e t u a t e h i s m e m o r y by 
p r e s e n t i n g to t he Un ion a t r o p h y called " T h e P a u l u s z 
Memoria l Sh ie ld" in which is recorded t h e r e s u l t of 
t h e A n n u a l Bi l l ia rds T o u r n a m e n t held in t he D u t c h 
B u r g h e r Un ion . T h e p r e s e n t a t i o n of t h e t r o p h y w a s 
made in J a n u a r y 1945. 
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D.B.U. JOURNAL,, VOL. VI, 

On page 64, section VII, item 4, delete " 1908 " and substitute 
1909 ". 

D. V. A. 

D.B.U. JOURNAL, VOL. XL. 

On page 153, section IX, item (b), line 2, -delete "1908'* and sub
stitute " 1909 ". 

D. V. A. 
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GENEALOGY OF THE FAMILY OF HOFFMAN 

OF CEYLON 

{Compiled by Mr, D. V. AUendorff) 

I 
Jan Carel Hoffman of Praag was an officer of the Army of the 

United provinces of Holland, and he came to Ceylon before 1750. He 
married in the Dutch Reformed Church, Wolvendaal: 

(a) 24th October 1751, Anna Wilhelmina Bogaart. 
(b) 10th December 1858, Maria Bijl, widow of Adriaan 

Oostdijk. (D.B.U. Journal, Vol. VIII, page 35). 
Of the first marriage, he had— 

1 Johan Leopold, who follows under II. 
Of the second marriage, he had — 

2 Johannes Lambertus, baptised l l t h November 1759, died at 
Batavia in 1795. 

3 Carel Willem, who follows under I I I . 
II 

Johan Leopold Hoffman, baptised 25th March 1753,married in the 
Dutch Reformed Church, Wolvendaal, l l t h July 1773, Johanna Care 
Una Hoffland, and he had by her— 

1 Pelrmella Elizabeth, baptised 15th May 1774. died 9th Feb
ruary 1847, married in the Dutch Reformed Church, Wolven
daal, 30th October 1791, Lodewyk Johannes Ohlmus, born 14th 
November 1764, died l l t h July 1834, son of Jan Carel Ohlmus 
of Hildesheim and .Dona Regina de Silva. (D.B.U. Journal, 
Vol.'XXVIII, page 167). 

2 Judith Geradina. 
I l l 

Carel Willem Hoffman, died 9th July 1847, married : 
(a) In the Dutch Reformed Church, Wolvendaal, 22nd July 

1804, Dorothea Wilhelmina Prancina Vander Smagt, 
baptised 15th September 1780, daughter of Ary Pieter 
Vander Smagt and Maria Francina Goldestein. (D.B.U. 
Journal, Vol. XXVIII, pages 84 and 85). 

(b) In St. Peter's Church, Colombo, 25th January 1821, 
. Elizabeth Spencer, daughter of Robert Spencer and 

Johanna Slouw. 
Of the first marriage, he had— 

1 Charlotta Dorothea, born 1st December 1807, married in the 
Dutch Reformed Church, Wolvendaal, 21st February 1883, 
Henry Albertus Jansz, born 18th August 1811, died 19th May 
1868, son of Abel Christoffel Jansss and Maria Kroef. 



176 THE JOURNAL OF THE 

2 Maria Carolina, born 8th December 1810. 
3 Gerardina Marian, born 31st August 1814, married in the Dutch 

Reformed Church, Wolvendaal, 25rd February 1831, Joseph 
William Mack, died 25th April 1853, son of Johannes Martinus 
Mack and Johanna Elisabeth Vander Laan. (D.B.U. Journal, 
Vol. XXXVIII, pages 134 and 135). 

Of the second marriage, he had— 
4 Mary Ann married in Holy Trinity Church, Colombo, 11th 

March 1841, William Bernard Spvoule of Drogheda in Ireland. 
(D.B.U. Journal, Vol. XXXII, page 140). 

5 Robert Frederic, born 28th March 1823-
6 George Edward, born 5th June 1826. 
7 Elizabeth Johanna married Charles Nathaniel Oorloff, born 

25th July 1825, son of Johannes Cornells Oorloff and Anna 
Christina Singer. (D.B.U. Journal, Vol. XXVIII, pages 36 
and 37). 

8 James Bichard, born 3rd April 1828. married in the Dutch Re
formed Church, Wolvendaal, 28th January 1873, Ceorgiana 
Harriet Engelina Pereira, widow of Thomas Leopold Hoffman, 
who follows in item 10. 
John Charles, born 11th December 1829. 
Thomas Leopold, born 31st December 1831, died 27th May 
1871, married in the Dutch Reformed Church, Wolvendaal, 
2nd December 1868, Georgiana Harriet Engelina Pereira. 

11 Henry William, born 15th July 1833. 
12 Arthur Clement, born 7th March 1835. 
13 Andrew Philip, who follows under IV. 

IV 
Andrew Philip Hoffman, born 13th April 1838, died 22nd October 1921, married: 

(aj In St. Paul's Church, Kandy, 1868, Alice Zitella Drie
berg, born 21st August 1847, died 13th April 1878, 
daughter of Lambertus Wilhelmus Drieberg, Proctor, and 
Lamberta Henrietta de Neys. fD.B.U. Journal, Vol. 
XXXIV, page 11). 

9 
10 

In Scots Kirk, Kandy, 15th January 1880, Edith Rosalie 
Drieberg, born 7th March 1856, died 8th April 1908, 
sister of (a) supra, 

Of the first marriage, he had— 
Delia Manon, born 3rd November 1868, died 10th June 1939, 
married in Christ Church Cathedral, Colombo, 27th May 1895, 
Christian Edward Albrecht, born 12th July 1868, died 14th 
July 1943, son of Christian Edward Albrecht and Sarah Caro
line Gratiaen. (D.B.U Journal, Voi, VI, page 84, and Vol. 
XXXIV, pages 72 and. 73), 
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2 Arthur Philip, who follows under V. 

3 Augusta Mabel, born 10th December 1871, married in Christ 
Church Cathedral, Colombo, 28th December 1903, Lawrence 
Justin Daniel Alvis, born 5th September 1871, died 25th Feb
ruary 1942, son of Francis Daniel Alvis and Josephine Eliza
beth Daniel. 

4 Alice Zitella, born 20th May 1873, married in Christ Church 
Cathedral, Colombo, 28th October, 1896, Bertrand Lambert 

■ Drieberg. O.B.E. (Military Division), J.P., U.M., Crown Proctor, 
Avisawella, Lieutenant Colonel (retired,) in the Ceylon Engi
neers, C.D.F., born 17th July 1873, died 18th May 1943, son of 
Walter Dionysius Drieberg, Crown Counsel, Captain in the 
Ceylon Light Infantry Volunteers, and Louisa Susan Theile. 
(D.B.U. 7ournal. Vol. XXXIV, pages 13 and 16). 

5 Ethel Leona, born 2nd March 1875, married in Christ Church 
Cathedral, Colombo, 12th April 1909, William Royston Brech-
man Toussaint, born 14th February 1883. son of William 
Brechman Toussaint and Minnie Elizabeth de Hoedt. (D.B.U. 
Journal, Vol. IV, page 40). 

Of the second marriage he had—-
6 Lambert William Drieberg, born 30th September 1880, died 

2nd November 1931, married in Singapore, Elssa D'Almeida, 
and he had by her two sons and one daughter, 

7 Carl Philip Augustus, born 30th January 1882, married in 
Singapore, Mary Cornelius, and he had by her two sons and 
two daughters, 

8 Claire Elaine, born 13th August 1883. 

9 Agnes Enid, born 24th April 1885, married in Christ Church 
Cathedral, Colombo, 27th December 1909, Edmund Hope de 
Zilva, born 1st September 1884, son of Edmund de Zilva and 
Hope Augusta Kelaart. 

10 Rupert Drieberg, born I4th/March 1887, died in British North 
, . Borneo. 

11 Rudolph Spencer Drieberg, who follows under VI. 
12 Kathleen-Eulalie, born 14th January 1890, 
13 Edith Mona, born 1st January 1893. 

14 Robert Edward, born 26th April 1895, died 1st November 
1940. 

15 Rita'Beryl, born 6th August 1897, married in Christ Church 
Cathedral, Colombo, 15th December 1917, Philip Sydney Solo
mons, born 23rd January 1887, son of Henry Thomas Solomons 
and Henrietta Greve, 
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V 
Arthur Philip Hoffman, born 14th October 1870, married in the 

Dutch Reformed Church, Wolvendaal, 15th May 1901, Edith Mabel 
Joseph, born 24th March 1875, died 6th February 1951, daughter of 
Eugene Joseph, and Georgiana Jemima Ohlmus. (D.B.U. Journal, Vol. 
XII, page 2ti, and Vol. XXVIII, page 169). He had by her — 

1 Joseph Drieberg, born 3rd March 1902, 
2 May Zitella, born 9th October 1904. 
3 Ernest Arthur, who follows under VII. 
4 Guy Vernon Clarence, who follows under VIII. 
5 Christobel Hermione, born 25th December 191!. 
6 Gladwin Earle, born 1st December 1915, married in the Dutch 

Reformed Church, Bambalapitiya, 4th February 1950, Constance 
Clarice La Brooy, born 2nd June 1919. 

7 Victor Ohlmus, born 5th March 1919. 

VI 
Rudolph Spencer Drieberg Hoffman, born 17th June 1888, married 

in St. Paul's Church, Milagiriya, 4th April 1918, Florence Lucretia 
"Willenberg, born 6th April 1893, died 1st January 1949, daughter of 
Matthew George Willenberg, Proctor, and Margaret Ellen Toussaint, 
(D.B.U. Journal, Vol. IV, page 36, Vol. XXXVII, page 30, and Vol. 
XLI, page 124). He had by her— 

1 Verna Ellen, born 19th June 1920, married in St. Paul's 
Church, Milagiriya, 7th January 1948, Malcolm Frederick 
Williams, died 21st December 1949, at Thurrock in Essex, 
England. 

2 Audrey Florence, born 29th August 1921, died 2nd July 1948t 
3 Matthew Malcolm Rudolph, born 28th March 1923. 
4 Derrick Philip Melroy, born 22nd October 1926. 
5 Belville Waldemar, born 14th March 1931. 

VII 
Ernest Arthur Hoffman, born 12th October 1907, married in the 

Dutch Reformed Church, Bambalapitiya, 12th December 1934, Noeline 
Myra Rose Poulier, born 20th December 1915, daughter of Henry 
Edmund Poulier and Sybil Myra de Kretser, (D.B U. Journal. Vol. 
XXIV, page 26). He had by her— 

1 Ernest Wilhelm Fritz, born 28th October 1.935. 
2 Christopher Hugh Milan, born 4th December 1941. 
3 Christine Rosemarie Loraine, born 16th June 1943. 
4 Carlisle David Allan; born 11th September 1945. 
5 Henry Edward Philip, born 16th December 1947* 
6 Cheryl Sandra, born 24th January 1950* 
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VIII 

Guy Vernon Clarence Hoffman, born 1st February 1909 married 
in the Dutch Reformed Church, Bambalapitiya, 21st June 1937, Alida 
Maude Vanden Driesen, born 2nd October 1910, daughter of Allister 
Clive Vanden Driesen and Maude de Kroes. (D.B.U. Journal, Vol. 
XXV, page 62). He had by her— 

1 Arden Mellis Spencer, born 13th June 1938. 

2 Myrna Yolande Corinne, born 4th July 1944. 

Notes: (1) Johannes Lambertus Hoffman, referred to in I,. 2, was 
born at Colombo. He matriculated in Divinity at Groningen 
on l3tb Septemcer 1778. After prosecuting bis studies there, 
he received the Degrees of Master of Arts and Doctor of 
Philosophy, and was appointed Proponent at Amsterdam on 
5th September 1785 for service in the East. He preached at 
Colombo in 1786, at Galle in 1790, and at Trincomalee in 
1791. He then went to Batavia where he died in 1795. 
(D.B.U. Journal, VII, page 106, and Vol. VIII. pages 30 
and 35). 

(2) Judith Geradina Hoffman, referred to in II, 2, received assist
ance from a sum of money remitted by the Dutch Govern
ment at Batavia in 1832 for the relief of widows and orphans 
of officers who were employed by the late Dutch Government 
in Ceylon. {D.B.U. Journal, Vol. XXI, page 153). 
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TRANSLATION FROM BALDAEUS' BOOK 
M a n u s c r i p t da ted 2 2 n d J a n u a r y 1 8 3 6 

By P E T E R B R O H I E R 

{Continued from page 115 Vol. XLI, No. 3) 

T h e Du tch perce iv ing t hemse lves m a s t e r s of t h e field now pro
ceeded t o e rec t t h e i r Ba t t e r i e s (a) w i t h m u c h success , which proved 
a work of no difficulty consider ing t h e a s s i s t a n c e afforded t h e m by 
Raja Sinha King of Gandea who had placed a t t he i r disposal a body 
of t r a ined men of from 20 to 30,000 s t r o n g ; a n d as to coelys and 
m i n e r s t h e y appeared in such c rowds as to be beyond the i r require
m e n t s . 

Oa r Genera l accompanied by Francisco De Melo De Castro was 
a t t h e s a m e t i m e occupied in i n spec t ing t h e P o w d e r Magazines as 
well as all t he a r m s and a c c o u t r e m e n t s of war, and to equipping for 
defence all t hose who were found to requ i re it, from t h e Aged Sire 
down t o even School boys . Officers were now appoin ted by h im to 
c o m m a n d t h e several Bas t ions and o t h e r places of defence viz on 
S t . Jan B a s t i o n , Manuel Correct de Barros ; On S't. Sebastian, 
Francisco Goriaan De Fialho; On Madre de Deos, Jan de Paiva de 
Quintal; On t h e Conceipcaon; Domingos Peixeto; on St. Hieronymus, 
Alphonso Cavalho De Souza, on St. Anthomo, Manoel Garvatho Da 
Maya; on St. Jacob, Manuoel Nunes-, On St. Augustiin Louys De 
Paiva De Quintal; on St. Laurens, Antonio De Silva; on the Holy 
Kruys, Caspar De Aranja Pereira; on St. Francisco Xavier, Manoel 
Galdeira De Brito; On Galvoca; Domingos Pires a loyal s e t t l e r of 
N e g r a p a t a n as t h e d i r ec to r of h is people and all o t h e r a l i ens who 
w h o were t h e n found w i t h i n t he Town- All t he se officers quit ted 

(a) I n the act of mounting these Batteries with Cannon, the Dutch had four of 
their men wounded, and one the head shot off. On the 3rd November a Car
penter and a Gunner were shot down on the battery of Ju ia de Lobo—In the 
afternoon a soldier deserted and joined the Dutch, he was unable to give 
much information being a Reynoe who had recently landed from Goa, At 
night the Dutch labored hard at the erection of a battery at the sea-aide. Oil 
the afternoon of the next day, the Dutch being occupied in getting tbe 
wounds of the pat ients dressed in the Church of J u i a de Lobo, a Cannon 
Ball directed from the St . Stephen Bastion knocked down a soldier, carried 
off the arms of two other persons besides wounding three more. At the 
same t ime an Envoy arrived from the Kandyan Court with a Le t t e r address
ed to General Hulf t dated 2'J October 1655" expressing the joy felt by his 
Imperial Majesty at the arrival of the Dutch General with the Naval Force— 
the capture of Kalutara and the defeat of the Portuguese Troops between 
tha t station and Colombo. I t stated further that his Royal Command had 
been issued to all the Dissawes and Military Chiefs for the gathering of all 
his forces which he was to lead in person and that i t was his intention to 
commence his Campaign on Tuesday the 2nd November. This letter was 
accompanied by a Gold pectoral studded with various precious Stones having 
a chain appended to i t whioh was offered as a token of Hi s Majesty's regard 
and Goodwill towards the General 
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themselves- w i t h t h e u t m o s t Zeal and b r ave ry dur ing t h e whole 
period of t he Siege, defending t h e i r pos ts w i t h o u t flinching, and 
ea rn ing for t hemse lves high h o n o u r s by the i r glorious deeds. 

At th i s t ime t h e J e s u i t F a t h e r Danvian Vieira in a d i s t ingu i sh 
ed m a n n e r signalized bis courage and loya l ty in an a t t e m p t to gain 
possession of t he Garden of Antonio De Mot a and of c e r t a i n o the r 
subs t an t i a l bui ld ings lying in t h e vic ini ty of Si. Thome, t he i r ele
vated and a d v a n t a g e o u s posit ion r ender ing i t des i rab le t h a t t b e y 
should be taken u p ; bu t a l t hough his first a t t e m p t did n o t a l to
ge the r succeed t h e pos i t ions were however secured t h e following day 
by the effectual co-operat ion of some compan ies of A'lvaro Bodrigo 
Boralho, and Manuoel Caldeira out- sons of Golumbo. Two Companies 
likewise joined from the opposi te s ide of the Canal to lend t h e i r aid, 
with t he express view of d i s t anc ing t h e enemy from an approach t o 
to t he Town in order t h e more secure ly to s e t forward our w o r k s of 
defence. The enemy m e a n w h i l e were advanc ing in the i r work of 
moun t ing t h e i r Canon, whi le t h e i r s h i p s con t inued t o supply every 
descr ipt ion .of mi l i t a ry s t o r e s and mun i t i ons which tbey requi red . 

T h e Si. Jan B a s t i o n was s t r o n g l y fortified w i t h Spare , e a r t h 
work and fascines and a covered way was found leading to t h e 
margin of t he D u t c h , close to t b e wal ls , t h e s ame was done t o St. 
Sebastian and Ra.juha Gate, to t h i s work t h e whole body b o t h 
ecclesiastics and l aymen l en t t h e i r s p o n t a n e o u s aid, b r ing ing w i t h 
t h e m every a r t i c l e t h a t was avai lable and could be of use t o a work 
of t be kind, especially Gasper F igue ra De Serpe who no t only 
atual ly pu t h i s own h a n d s t o t h e toil , b u t f u r t h e r con t r i bu t ed 
liberally by tbe supply of Timber h a t c h e s , basfcete, spades and all 
other requis i te i m p l e m e n t s w h i c h were of use for t he occasion. 

On th.e 20tb October t he D u t c h commenced t h e i r opera t ions by 
salut ing us wi th twelve pieces disposed on t h r e e B a t t e r i e s , t h r e e cf 
which con t inued to play from St. Thomas, five from Agva De Luphe, 
and four from St. Sebastiaan, t h e s e b a t t e r i e s directed t o w a r d s us in 
one day a t l eas t 800 t h u n d e r i n g ba l l s from 18, 20. 23 and 28 poun
ders and whi l s t these b a t t e r i e s caused tbe m o s t appa l l ing bavoo 
'among t b e beseiged, g r e a t e r evils now took place wi th in t h e wal ls 
from the publ ic s e r v a n t s forging and u t t e r i n g base coins and t a k i n g 
up v ic tua ls on credi t from the al ien T r a d e r s in t b e nfime and on 
behalf of t h e King and disposing of t he same to the i r own benefit 
thereby seeking to glut t h e i r avar ice by t h e s e nefar ious practice's, 
depriving t h e a l iens of t h e i r l i t t l e possess ions and even tua l ly des -
)oiling t h e Town of i t s reserve of Provis ions . 

The n u m b e r of pe r sons found wi th in t h e t o w n a t t h i s t i m e 
tmounted to 1300 viz 500 who were s t ipendar ies among whom 
verebo th t h e m a r r i e d and s ingle , chi ldren as well as Topases—300 
oyal i ndependen t s who were no t in t h e receipt of any pay—450 
Laskaryns, 60 of whom were in t be employ of t h e m e r c h a n t s and 
iMltis (na t ives) and t h e whi t e s could n o t be counted 5.00 strong1— 
^he^e comprised bo th t h e useful and the idle, blacks as well as 
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whites. lb being expedient again to impart to Goa forthwith, the 
calamitous state and the appalling circumstances of the Town, the 
ohoicQ of the General and the whole Town fell upon Antonio 
d'Abrev, a loyal settler of Negnapatam who was entrusted with the 
Commission—The reception this Envoy met with from the Count 
or Viceroy was beyond all anticipation and highly flattering; it 
appeared tha t the Court had sent Manuoel De Magalhais Continho 
with a fleet carrying succour to the people in the train of Antonio 
Amaral De Menesis at Mannar, but owing to a panic tha t ensued, 
ha was induced to demur his advance beyond Cape Commoryn, nay 
its WHS reparbed tha t he was resolved not to venture beyond i t ; and 
hence the failure of sending up the necessary succour is fully 
accounted for, and to this circumstance chiefly may be attributed 
the ultimate loss of Cotumbo, Our Deputy bad now occasion to 
repair a second time to Goa, bub on this occasion he found the 
Count or Viceroy in a different state from that in which he first 
met him for the failure which attended his first at tempt of for
warding the necessary aid and the consequent disgrace preyed so 
heavily on his mind that it proved detrimental to his health and 
brought about fatal results, for the Count died and the change of 
administration which followed left our Envoy no other alternative, 
bub tha t of ultimately taking leave of the Vice Royal Court with
out success. 

The three Batteries aforementioned being at tbe distance of 
200 paces from our escape the enemy now raised a fourth one with 
solid strength against the muniment of St. Jan Bastion with an in
tervening distance of 100 paces, mounting en it three Battering 
pieces of enormous power and fortifying it most effectually; No 
so iner were these preparations perceived by Joan De Hosat a native 
of Holland who had deserted to us, be yielded to the temptation of 
again returning to the Dutch which he did on the second day after 
the Battery had been thrown up, thus relinquishing bis charge of 
Engineer the practical duties of which he appeared not to have 
forgotten, since the serious damages caused to our Town under bis 
subsequent measures proved it so.fJ) The Batteries effects its 
operations with such vehemence on our old front works tha t tbey 
(b) H e was a Dutch runaway from Galle who had settled for a t ime with the 

Portuguese under the name of Joan De Rosa, his t rue name being Harman 
Lucas Yander Bosch, he afforded the Dutch much important information 
namely that he had been in the action of the 17th that no more than 150 
Europeans had escaped from the whole of the Portuguese troops engaged 
on that occasion. Tha t the Town had still in reserve 9 Divisions of King's 
soldiers which with the defencible citizens amounted to about 800 strong, th<it 
the General was labouring under great apprehensions in respect of the recent 
loss as well as the present siege, that a portion of the citizens were not fully 
disposed to fight. 

The day following a Portuguese apppeared in tho Dutch Camp who had 
been sent from Milagre), he had been obliged to subsist on grass and other 
vegetables in the jungle for a fortnight till he leached the Camp. Two days 
prior to this a Portuguese soldier with a Slave passed over the march to the 
Enemy—he carried the information that Gaspar Figuera had met with a 
very bad reception from the General on his return from Camp. 
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could hardly have withstood the fury for two days, and hourly we 
beheld innumerable gaps caused by the enemy's Balis not only 
among the dwelling houses but likewise on tbe walls and muni
ments, yet the latter was with amazing perseveiance expeditions!? 
restored. So often did this occur in this siege that the Town was 
for tbe second and the third time re-wrought and refitted for 
defence as the exigencies of the damages required, each ccmbntant 
not olily defending his post on occasions of res is tance; but alto 
lending a helping hand in the hours of work to the toils on execu
tion of the repairs and work, 

Our General Antonio Continho next entered upon a close 'ins
pection of everything, inspiring courage in every quarter alike with 
words and deeds, frequently putt ing his own hands to the woiks; 
and quitting even the comforts of his own stately residence he 
sought accommodation in a poor little hovel about the St. Joan 
Hastion opposite which the strongest Battery force was posted. 
From this place he resorted to a warehouse of tbe town from which 
quarter he continued every requisite aid till around, con tinning to do 
so during the whole period of tbe Siege, whilst his. vigilance was 
such that even when overcome by sleep he never resigned himself to 
it without having his arms buckled on;—disregarding even Eank and 
condition be even stooped to such work as to fabricate matches with 
his own hands, attending personally to tbe various functions of Mer
chant, Commissary of Stores and dispenser of Victuals which latter 
his own means had provided, and had not his precaution so secured 
it we should much sooner have experienced tbe absolute absence of 
the staff of life, which under his hand and economical management 
now appeared gradually to increase. Neither did the Cidevant 
General Francisco de Melto de Castro prove dificicnt in similar 
qualities, at the same time effectually minding to anticipate all the 
hostile des'igns and attacks of the Enemy upon us, as well as the 
advancement of all further works, without even putting off his 
arms and ordinary dress in hours of repose, thus continuing unre
mitting in his exertions for a period of full seven months. 

The indefatigable exertions, alacrity and high spirit of these 
two very venerable chiefs served but to inspire to the utmost, even 
those whom the wasteful hand of time had rendered moveless,— 
who ware thus stimulated and.drawn to the scene of action and 
dangers. The Commandant of the Town, MannelMarques Gorgaon, 
like Hercules, ceased not to take upon himself the whole weight 
of the work, and to give effect to every defensive measure, with the 
utmost vigilance and activity, moving night and day in every quar
ter without courting even a single n ights ' repose under his own 
roof. Gasper Figueira de Serve with equal energy contributed to 
tbe work, as well as the Sheriffs or Dissaves of the Corten or Pro
vinces and Disti'icts, Joan Coal ho de Castro of Negombo, Manoel Git., 
and Manoel Seixas and Joan Banhar of Matara whose praiseworthy 
exertions were ever alive on all occasions without the least 
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despondency even-in the most perilous matters. As to the eccle
siastics they not only confined themselves to the bare observance 
of their duties with the utmost zeal and diligence by bringing the 
people by day and night to their confession, and of "weat3 ing Heaw n 
with their prayers, and doing as it were violence on the celestial 
Gates with, their importunate supplications, especially the Eeveruni 
Fathers of the Capuchin order who seemed to have the Lord set in 
ed within them; but certain of their body also took their turn1; oi 
the watch as well as turning their arms.against the assailants. 

The Dutch now proceeded with great force to thunder again-I 
the S b Joan Bastion which our combined labors had so much fit it 0 
for defence, but ere long we beheld its enhanced strength yield in 
the tremendous and continued shocks and a mere normal of eatlii 
left in its stead, soon after this their furious operations were direct
ed against the horn work of St. Steven, and subsequently against ihc 
oue next in lateral situation to it both standing in the van yet ti c 
several chiefs by means of the people near them effectually repaiied 
the breaches with an inconceivable expedition, in which work the 
following were found to have lent material aid viz Manoel Of-
Veiga, Chief of the men who were defending St. Steven as well a-
Franciseo Qoriaan .Fialho, Joan Ferraon cV Abr&/t\ Goncal Martin In, 
Pimental, and Manoel Garvelho with several others who had advanc
ed the words of St, Sebastiaan, also Hieronymo Lucena on the BUT 
tion Madre de Deos who had relieved Luys Tavera JJe Gunha. 

As the walls with its covering which stretched from the la Lie 
defence bo St. Sebastiaan proved to be work of somewhat WSJI 
construction, the General thought it proper to entrust the same (■ 
the charge and valour of four officers (who had recently landed ±IOJ* 
the aforementioned Galliots from Goa), from whose ingenious cur: 
trivanoe and precautionary measures very material strength u; 
improvements were secured to it, so that it was now provided wit 
a banquet (0) of the stretch of an arm in breadth and of two ii 
height running' along to the extent of 150 paces. At this woi 
Father Damiain Vieira, Jesuit was most conspicuous, and win 
whilst labouring at this work received a considerable fragment 0 
the wall whice had been shot off by the concussion of a canno: 
ball, which dealt him so serious a contusion on the head tha t h 
was brought to the ground where he lay stunned for a while, bu 
recovering however after a short interval he resumed his work wit1 

the same alacrity as before and which he continued to display wit 
unabated ardour ever after, During the whole period of the Rieg 
ho was invariably accompanied by an at tendant bearing a fusile 
with all its appurtenances as well as a side arm besides arming him 
self with an unwielding Bacamart with a shield, and thus equippe* 
lie used generally to start foremost into the camp and thereby rende 
the most signal services even in times of the utmost danger, as wi. 
appear in the sequel of this account, moreover often smprising th 

(c) a foot batik, behind a parapet, on which the besieged stand to fire upmi lii enemy— 
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Snemy in their ambushes, and ridding the camp of a great number 
af them by his un-erring aim, 

At this time the enemy were un-remitting in their vehement 
cannonading against the SL A'avier Bastion otherwise called the 
Ooaras or Cuiraas which the General had trusted to ths command 
of Manoel R.odrigos Franco, a veteran Commander (celebrated 
'ihroughout the Island as well as in India) who had fortified it so 
sfficiently that it had additional powers of resistance.. 

(d) On the 9th November the appearance of a Drummer with a 
vhite flag sent by the General Garrard Ilulft announced a Trues1, 
ind an Envoy was accordingly ushered in bearing a letter addressed 

■ Q our General with admonitions to him of the most arrogant aatura 
or an immediate surrender of the Towo. The reply to the same wai-: 

iiosbpoued for the following day but the enemy construing an:-: 
lemur iofcoa mere subterfuge for putting ourselves into a better 
I'ray of defence ceased not to pour forth shot and shell from their 
uurderous cannon, till we returned our answer—which was convey-
■d by Diego de Souza de Castro attended hy Thome Fereiro Leite the 
attcr accompanying incognito io the character of a t tendant 

drummer with the sole purpose of obtaining an insight into the true 
bate of the hostile force, but the cautious enemy outwitted them, by 
ending in advance a'Lieutenant with two life guards for the recep
tion of our letter in which the General signified that as long as he 
tad no apprehension of an absolute want of what was necessary for 
he sustenance of life, he was not deficient in courage and measures 

. 0 defend the possession of the Towns on behalf of. his King as long 
:\,B Powder and Ball would last (e), 

\rf) At this time two letters had fallen into the hands of the Dutch, the one address* 
ed by the Portuguese General to Don Aiit,honios Mendis d'Araulia who was 
in command of .K'alutara, and the other to Casper Figuera which shewed that 
the defence of Colombo was in a great measure dependant ou the preserva
tion of the Garrison of Kalutava as well as on the troops of Gasper Figuera 
—the success which had attended the ."Dutch in the Capture of the oue and 
the defeat of the other made them presume they were advanced far enough in 
the Seige of Colombo as to demand the surrender of the Town, The 
p Li'ticular object of the request being to spare all bloodshed especially of the 
nmocent. 

(e) The answer of General Continho :— 
The issue of: Battles is at the disposal of God, who giveth it to whom he 
pleaseth, as he has hitherto proved favourable to yonr Excellency, l i e has 
it also in His power to alter the course of success, as I t rust H e will since 
your attack upon us is so very unreasonable. This place belongs to the 
King of Portugal my Sovereign by whose command, its preservation is 
confided to me. and of which 3" am to render n>>.. account. The arguments 
made use of by your Excellency can by no paeans induce -X<H to set aside 
the consideration of defending the Tc-vm Time and experience will 
teach your Excellency how different our present situation \-s .from thai 
which yonr Excellency imagines. 

May God preserve your Excellency, 
yth November, '1655. 

signed Antonio de SOUJKI Coatiuha* 
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No sooner had our E n v o y re -en te red t h e T o w n we commenced 
to pour ou t fires s t ead i ly from all po in t s on t h e enemy wi th redoub
led energy in order to prove t h a t we had no t been reduced to such 
s t r a i t s as to s u b m i t t o t h e expediency of being beho lden t o t h e m . 
This display of our sp i r i t proved mora l ly far from f la t te r ing to t h e 
sons of Hol land, who b r e a t h i n g r e s e n t m e n t i n s t a n t l y proceeded to 
r e - m o u n t t he i r b a t t e r i e s and r e n e w t h e i r daily p r e s e n t s t o us of 
800 Cannon Balls wi th t he fu r the r t r i b u t e of p o m e g r a n a t e s t h e bes t 
flavored of i t s Mud t h o ' in fact t h e mos t acid a n d b i t t e r to t h e 
p a l a t e — t h e s e were poured in to t he town in such abundance as to 
exceeded even 900 in n u m b e r . 

I n t h e s e d a y s , t h e demon of war had so excited the enemy tbafc 
t hey were moved to bring in ope ra t i on aga ins t us t h e i r c h e f - d ' 
oeuvre which was effected by i n n u m e r a b l e d i scha rges of double shots 
by which they ce lebra ted the Vesper of St. Mar t in s (Pope of Borne). 
On t h e 12th of November 1655 t h e Genera l Hulf t commanded a 
genera l a t t a c k on us, wi th i n t e n t to car ry t h e Town by s t o r m , 

(To he Continued,) 
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AN ANECDOTE OF THE FAST 

The plans now being made for the reception of Royally next year 
recalls to memory a circumstance in connection, with the visit of the 
Duke and Duchess of York (who later became King George V. & Queen 
Mary) in 190.1. 

A , few months prior to their arrival in Ceylon, Miss Grace van 
Dort, well known to us of the Dutch Burgher Union, was surprised by 
a visit from a prominent railway official, who told her that special 
railway carriages were being made for the use of the royal visitors, the 
object of his visit having been to ask her to paint on the panels inside 
the saloons some arrangements, of Ceylon flowers for the boudoir (of the 
Duchess, and fruits for the smoking room of the Duke. They would 
provide a special railway carriage for lier t ransport to the railway cons
truction yard, and would t ry to make things as easy as possible for her 
if she would only undertake to do this. After the paintings wero 
completed she placed in the boudoir of the Duchess a paint ing she had 
done- for her uncle, the late Dr. W. G. van Dort, on the understanding 
that it would be returned to her after the departure of the Royal 
Visitors. 

At about the t ime of their arrival Miss van Dort went to Kandy on 
a visit to some friends. While there she received a letter from Sir 
Arthur Bigge, private secretary to the Duke, requesting her to come to 
the King's Pavilion, to meet the Duchess, as He r Royal Highness 
would be pleased to accept the paintings of Ceylon flowers; and. appoint
ing the date and hour of. reception where the presentation was to take 
placed When she arrived at the Pavilion she found that tho presenta
tion of colours to the C,L.I. was taking place on the lawn, at which the 
Duke and Duchess were presiding. One of the Aides-de-Camp, and 
Lady Coke (lady in waiting to the Duchess received Miss van Dort and 
conducted her to a reception room, telling her that the Duke and 
Duchess would see her as soon as they were free. Almost immediately 
after the royal couple came into the room, received her very graciously, 
and complimented her on the paintings in the railway carriages, the 
Duchess asked for the picture she had loaned to the railway people. 
The Duchess not only retained this memento of her visit to Ceylon, but 
later, requested that all the other panelsshould.de forwarded toi ler . On 
leaving, Miss van Dort was presented, with an autographed picture of 
the Duchess, by her Royal Highness. 

As Miss van Dort was driving out of tho Pavilion gates, the roads, 
were cleared for the royal drive which was to follow, crowds had lined 
the whole way and as her carriage came ihto full view she heard a voice 
say Why, it is only Grace van Dort. • 

All of this came to my knowledge when the public were allowed to 
view the Royal Suite at the Kandy Railway Station, 

t . M, W. 

http://panelsshould.de
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SuiUmafy of M i n u t e s of M e e t i n g s of t h e 
G e n e r a l C o m m i t t e e 

Monthly M e e t i n g - 1 7 t h July 1 9 5 1 . 

Votes of Condolence, Votes of condolence were passed on 
the deaths of Mrs. Hunter, Mr. Erie vanCuylenberg and Dr. P. 
Walbeoff. 

Reports of Committees* 
St. Nifeolaas' Home. It was reported that the Contractor had 

not yet completed the work. I t was decided to inform him that if 
the building is not handed over immediately the work would be 
taken off him and given over to another Contractor. 

On an enquiry as to the probability of the expenditure on run
ning the home being a drain on the finances of the Union, the 
Chairman explained that it was not likely to be so and that the 
Executive Committee who had gone into the question of expendi
ture felt that tbe amount levied from the inmates would cover the 
cost of running the Home. I t was stated that most of the inmates 
would be paying the full levy, and that in the few cases in which 
the inmates could not afford to do so the balance would bo obtained 
by private subscriptions. I t was farther stated that nearly all the 
inm ites already selected had made deposits of varying sums to be 
held at their disposal for medical expenses or other emergency, 

Social Service. Casual relief was given to three applicants. 
The balance ab credit of the Fund at 30th June 1951 was Rs. 661-86, 

Entertainment and Spor t A " Members'1 Day " was to be held 
on 20th July ab which the American Embassy would screen a series 
of Films. The Dance scheduled for August was to be cancelled 
owing to other attractions on the day fixed for the Dance. 

Education. The syllabus for the Sinhalese Examiuation would 
be published in the next issue of the Bulletin, and the Examination 
would he held in January ]952. 

The financial position of the Education Fund was gone into and 
it was decided to give publicity to the various Education Funds 
controlled by the Union in an early issue of th& Bulletin, 

Fiiian.ee> The statement of Income and Expenditure for tbe 
period January to May 1951 was tabled showing an excess of income 
of Be. 370-95. 

It was resolved to transfer thsj foUowmg sums to the. St. Niks)-. 
laas' Home Account: 

Bs. 2,450-57 from the Arndt Trust E'una, 
Bs. 0,177-84 from the Social Service Fund, 
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O t h e r B u s i n e s s 2 
(a) At the request of the Ceylon Branch of the Royal Asiatic 

Society, it was decided to supply them with 22 back numbers of the 
D.B.U. Journal at Rs. 50/- to enable them to complete their records 
of the Journal. 

- (b) On an invitation from the Commissioner tha t the Union 
should run a " Dutch House " at the Colombo Plan Exhibition next 
February, it was decided, to ask the Commissioner to attend a 
Special Meeting of the General Committee to ascertain his require
ments before the Committee took a decision on the matter . 

Special Meeting—6th August 1 9 5 1 , 
C o l o m b o P l a n E x h i b i t i o n ; 

Mr. Saidin, who was in attendance on behalf of the Commis
sioner oC the Colombo Plan Exhibition, explained iu detail the plans 
for the Exhibition and the proposal that the Union should set up a 
Dutch House. The Government would provide the bare structure 
while the Union should furnish the House with Dutch period fur
niture and fittings, and provide characteristic Dutch sweets, cakes 
etc. which could be sold, and that the helpers shonld be clad in 
Dutch costumes of the period. After a short discussion it was 
decided that we should ask Government to provide the entire House 
of about 60'x 40'and that we would furnish it, and tha t refresh
ments be served only during the first week of the Exhibition and 
thereafter at the week-ends only. 

Monthly Meeting—21st August 1 9 5 1 . 
Votes of Condolence. Votes of condolence were passed and 

recorded on the deaths of Mr. L. E. Blaze, Mr. G, A. Wille, Mrs A. 
Rode and Mrs, BasiLDrieberg. 

R e p o r t s of C o m m i t t e e s : 
St. Nikolaas' Home. It was reported that the Building had 

been completed and taken over and that arrangements had been 
made for the Opening of the Home ou the 22ud August by Dr. R, L. 
Spittel. 

Social Service. Casual relief was given to three applicants in 
July; and out of four applications for regular relief help was given 
to two, • 

The money at credit of the Fund on 31st July was Es. 672-86. 
Finance, The statement of Income and Expenditure tabled 

showed an excess of Income of Es. 615-60 at the end of June. 
I t was decided to open a Security Deposit account in the 

Savings Bank with the Security deposited by the Clerk. 
Resignations. The resignations cf Mr. C. C. Scholman and Mr. 

A, E. Reimers were read and recorded with regret. 
Election to Membership. Mr. Benny vanRooyeu presently in 

Singapore was re-elected a member. 

http://Fiiian.ee
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Oilier Business: 
(a) On a l e t t e r from K o o . Insb. V. D. Tropen in Hol land asking 

for copies of t h e Journa l i ssued since 1947 in order to b r ing the i r 
r ecords to d a t e , i t wa^ decided to supply t h e copies w i t h o u t charge . 

(b) On a l e t t e r from Dr . A. Nell sugges t ing t h a t ac t ion be 
t a k e n to preserve t he Du tch Ga te -way in the F o r t Wharf Area, and 
also t h e doors and windows of the old D u t c h bui ld ings the re in , 
which were likely to ba demolished in t h e p r e sen t r econs t ruc t ion 
s j h e m e , a C o m m i t t e e cons i s t ing of t h e P re s iden t , Dr . Nell, Dr. 
Sp i t t e l and Mr. E. i j . Brohier was appoin ted to con t ac t t he Archaeo
logical Commiss ione r . 

Monthly Meet ing—25th S e p t e m b e r 1 9 5 1 . 
M i n u t e s . Ar i s ing from t h e Minu te s , t h e P res iden t said t ha t 

t h e Oommi t t ea a p p o i n t e d a t t h e l a s t mee t ing t o t a k e s t eps for t he 
p r e s e r v a t i o n of t he Du tch Bui ld ings in t h e P o r t Area had inter
viewed Mr. A r t h u r van Langenberg , t he Sec re t a ry of t h e Colombo 
P o r t Co Tiinission, who unde r took to see t he H a r b o u r Eng inee r and 
consu l t him on t h e i n t e n t i o n s of Gove rnmen t in t h i s connec t ion , 
A f u r t h e r r epo r t would be made a t t he nex t mee t ing . 

Reports of Committees: 
St. N iko laas ' H o m e . I t was r epor t ed t h a t t h e H o m e had been 

formal ly opened by Dr. R. L. Spi t te l on '22ad August , and t h a t a t 
p r e sen t the re were n i n e i n m a t e s , 

A Certif icate of Confo rmi ty from t h e U r b a n Council for the 
occupa t ion of the. Building had been obta ined . 

Social Service . Three appl ica t ions for a s s i s t a n c e had been 
cons idered by t h e C o m m i t t e e and help was g r a n t e d in two cases, 
while t he th i rd was deferred ti l l f u r t h e r enqu i r i e s had been made. 

The a m o u n t a t c redi t of t he F u n d a t 31st August was Rs. 569. 
Entertainment and Sport. The following funct ions h a d been 

a r r a n g e d for : 
(a) F o u n d e r s ' D a y — S a t u r d a y , 20th October from 6 p.m. The 

func t ion was being organised by t h e young folks. Sub
sc r ip t ions were being col lected to defray expenses . 

(b) Table T e n n i s T o u r n a m e n t — f r o m 15th December , 
(c) C h r i s t m a s Par ty— on Tuesday , 25th December . 
E d u c a t i o n . T h e School R e p o r t s of t h e several s t u d e n t s being 

he lped from t h e F u n d were examined. 
I t was decided to c i rcu la te copies of t he sy l labus for t he Sin

ha lese E x a m i n a t i o n in J a n u a r y next to all Schools. 
F i n a n c e . The s t a t e m e n t of I ncome and E x p e n d i t u r e for the 

per iod ending 3 l s t Ju ly were tabled and examined. 
It was decided to s t r ike off t h e following m e m b e r s unde r Rule 

6 (e). ' 
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Mr. F . K. Jouk l aa s , Mr. D . E . K e e g e l a n d Mr. A. R. Mc Heyzer , 
and to wr i t e off t he a m o u n t s ou t s t and ing . 

The T r e a s u r e r repor ted t h a t the la te clerk Mr. V a n D o r t owed 
the Union R s . 238-10, and explained t h e make-up of t h e a m o u n t in 
detail . Action to be t aken for t he recovery of t h e a m o u n t due was 
decided on after some discussion and t h e P r e s i d e n t was asked to 
take a c t i o n accordingly . 

O t h e r B u s i n e s s : 

(al The r e s igna t ion of Mr. P, C. Raff el was accep ted and re
corded wi th r e g r e t . 

(b) L indsay Girl 's School was al lowed t h e use of t he Net Bal l 
Cour t on four days in t he week. 

(c) Mrs , Madel ine de Vos was allowed the use of t h e Hal l for 
Danc ing Classes on t h r e e days in t h e week for four weeks 
a t a charge of Rs. 5 per week. 
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