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being of the Butch descendants in Ceylon, 
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and customs, their methods of administration, and 
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(Manuscript dated 22nd January 1836). 

Translation and Notes, 

By PETES BROHIER 

THE DUTCH ASSAULT ON THE FORTEESS .OF 
COLOMBO 

{Continued from page ISO, Vo't: XLI. No.4) 

In'the morning three of the most stately ships moved from the 
fleet steering,right into the Harbour.* 

*Fom* according to the Dutch account, the first two ventured close enough 
to bombard the For t , and they thundered vehemently and they were answered 

with equal vigour. The Ships Maid of Enkhuyzen and 
Workitm Maul of Workum were to approach as close to the Water Castle as -

EnlJutyscH Ter-Goes the soundings would permit each being manned by 110 
and Erasmus choice sailors and provided with 5000 lbs of ammunition 

as well as round and long case shots etc. They were to 
anchor in the best berths within the Harbour and to the Water Castle with vehe
ment cannonading with a view to effect, the disembarkation of the troops whilst 
favoured by the smoke. The Tcr-G-oes and Erasmus were for this end to keep 
near the said ships but out of range of cannon each having a company of 100 
soldiers in addition t o sailors, The sloops long boats and skiffs were to ply about 
the latter ships—attentive to the concerted signals of the two fighting Bottoms— 
in order to haste to their assistance in case of necessity, or to proceed with the 
landing of the troops according to the exigencies of the moment—the assailing 
Force when in the Fortress or in the Town shall if expedient arrest further 
movents, till the Orange Flag should be displayed from the mid quarter at the 
Beach, the post of Captain Cuylenburgh's attack which was to be raised as a 
certain signal that the hind force had also penetrated the Town, and then were 
to follow such steps as the majority of the officers present would deem proper for 

the occasion. 
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"When the first mentioned two ships were steering for the Harbour, nil the 
other ships were to unfurl their martial flags at the poop and weighing anchor 
were by every mothod to make a sham show that they were all bearing down into 
the Harbour for a general attack carefully minding however to keep themselves 
beyond the reach of cannon and avoid injuring each other by their manovures. 
Pending the action of the two ships under orders for "engagement and the 
concerted landing of the troops the Town wns to be attacked, on the St. John 
Bastion from the sea side—the Rajuha Gate from the land side —the Cuirass by 
Captain Cuylenburgh seconded by Major Joan VanderLaan who was to assist the 
enterprise according to circumstances with the Troops assigned for that pm-pose 
under the direction of 8 other officers—among these wore 3G Javanese with half a 
company of Bandaneae who were to carry the ladders in conjunction with the 
Mardikers assisted by Netherhind sailors which lat ter were to s tar t with the lad
ders in the event of the Indians betraying a want of courage to do it—the sailors 
being provided with handgrenndes and equipped partly with side arms and partly 
with pikes. The Bastion at St. Sebastian, and the Itnjuha Gate were to be at
tacked with the Troops consisting of 10 officers having in their train a body of 
Javanese and half a company of Bandanese who were to be further assisted by 
such men as were to be ordered up by a certain officer from the lower quartern 
The Ceylon Lascoreens were to bear away the wounded so as to clear the front of 
all obstructions in the process o{' storming. 

First came in the Civitas * having the martial flag streaming 
at the poop, this ship ventured to plough the waves even close under 
the St. Ortiz Bastion nay even within musket shot of us and even 
closer, and in commencing to open fire on us with a heavy shower 
of balls, at the same time greeting us with the martial clang of 
trumpets and the hoarse sound of drums, but she met with so 
warm a reception from Manoel D'Abreu Godin'fio and Antonio De 
Silva commanding St.Laurens tha t she was in less than an hour 
completely divested of her rigging and all her side reduced to shi
vers, having all her standing timber masts and yards sent ovei-
board, and giving them finally a decisive overthrow. A few of the 
sailors though much wounded escaped by means of their skiffs. The 
two other bottoms being still aloof perceiving the manner in which 
their companion the Maid of Fnltlmysen bad been entertained as 
well as her ultimate fate of lying irretrievably nailed up within the 
reach of the City, judged it expedient to avoid the approach of a 
place which in effect seemed to them rather too hot. Whilst the 
indications of the few that turned back spread terror among the in
vaders, so to prevent a panic it was judged expedient to conceal the 
fact of the case, setting out a report that as they could not have 
succeeded working the ships into Harbor, t they choose rather to 
steer back their course to the point whence they first started, con
veying the report of the good issue of their enterprise by the wounds 
which they carried away on their persons ! 

* Maid of Enkhuyzen according to the Butch commanded by Captan Kt. 
Solvran, but the Portuguese writer by some erroneous conclusion calls this ship the 
'Civitas ' from the inscription of the word on the stern or in some other part allu
sive of the city of Enkhuyzen which in former times would have lent a helping 
hand to the Cities Horn, Alkmaar, Medenblilc, Purmerent . Edam andMonnikdam. 

f This is not altogether denied by the Dutch, 
% The Portuguese perceiving that the Dutch had abandoned the Maid tried to 

bag her and this prize afforded the besieged succor, 
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At the same conjuncture the hostile land forces had arranged 

themselves in a formidable array of battle, Joan Van der Laan 
with seven companies now ventured under the Acouras, advancing 
his men even within the reach and lash of the sword in the very 
teeth of the enemy. Some of the assailants now lost their ground 
and fell back, and it cannot be asserted with certainty whether such 
was not the case on the part of our own soldiers too, or at least t ha t 
they would not have done so, had it not been for the opportune in
tervention of Father Antonio Nunes, Jesuit, who aimed with a 
rapier rushed to the Gateway and by feigned threatenings and the 
brandishing of his weapon awed the whole of our number to their 
proper places in the ranks avowing that he was determined to sacri
fice every poltroon tha t should dare to shirk his duty and fall back 
from the combat. 

The conduct of this hero proved so admirable, that it appears 
one of his companions named Juan Oordeiro at tracted by the exam
ple was so far influenced as to have outstripped him by the actual 
dealing out of two severe thruste of the sword to a fugitive as well 
as to another who had imprudently made mention of the alleged 
capture of the St, John's Bastion. 

A supply of refreshments now followed sent by the direction of 
Camper Figwira de Serpe, the superior Commanding Officer which 
tended largely to afford the exhausted soldiers fresh vigour, and 
while it recruited their spirits, it also inspired them with such 
elevated and proud feelings tha t not being content with simply 
standing to their posts in defence they were carried to the enthu
siasm of displays of deeds so heroic as to leave redounded to their 
immortal glory, amongst these the most prominent were a certain 
ens=ign and a Serjeant who distinguished themselves with prodigious 
bravery, also Manoel d'Almeda who with the full weight of vener
able years combatted with such amazing valour that he did not 
quit his ground till he had been lacerated by eleven wounds. 
Felino De Seixas and Manoel Conireras de Seiaias fell gloriously in 
the midst of the contest. Manuel Guerreiro (the name being a deri
vative of war) did full justice to the merit of the name, for being a 
skilful and excellent marksman he kept up the most steady and 
effective discharges from his redoubt without the loss of even a 
single soldier, and Joan Van de?- Laan perceiving the discomfiture 
"* his troops found himself driven to the necessity of leaving the 

dd strewn with the dead, and drenched with the blood of the 
lollanders. The enemy sustained no considerable loss from the 
I ouse over which Diogoe De Sousa De Castro had the surveillance 
ifch the force under him, though much had been practicable from 

; iat point, but for want of qualified gunners. In proof of this it 
ay be mentioned that a soldier having once overcharged a stone 
ght pounder tube with a cartridge of 24 the piece when fired flew 
om its lodge and exploded into atoms thereby wounding a Captain 
id two of the retired officers namely Thome Fereira Leiteand Pedro 
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Gonsalves Salgado, In fact tho1 a spirit of activity and thirst of 
enterprise were the transcendant characteristics of the chiefs as 
well as the soldiers, on this occasion, j e t the utter ignorance of 
mathematics and the want of. a practical knowledge of gunnery 
counterbalanced all advantages. May God grant tha t the miDds of 
the.Portuguese may be enlightened so far, as to lead them to a 
proper view of the utility of this science which is of such essential 
importance in warfare; and may they at the same time be taught to 
entertain a due regard to such of their brethren as have acquitted 
themselves with fidelity. Since none of our men sought to side 
with the enemy; but the major part of them fell in the very execu
tion of their respective charges. 

At the HuQuha Gate General Hulft now appeared at the head 
of 800 brace fellows whose intention it was to effect an escalade, for 
which purpose ladders had been temporarily brought with tbem.* 

* I D the execution of the afore described plan of attack, the "Maid of 
Enkhuyzen" having gained a desirable position as well aa the "Workum"' 
commenced to thunder most vehemently against the water castle whilst the 
re turns from the defences proved equally, vigorous. The ladders were 
now handed about and the attack directed on three divisions of the town 
namely at the Rajuha Gate and the two lateral Bastions, by the Genera! 
and the Governor themselves with 10 Companies. At the Bastion St. John 
and the Cuirass by Major Joan VauderLaan with 9 Companies and the divi
sion over the lake which was the weakest flank by the Naval Commander 
Jacob Lippons with 2 companies of fighting men and a body of s ailors all 
being embarked in 7 Champongs (china vessels). The vehement and dread
ful discharges of case shot however soon levelled to the ground the major 
par t of the assailants- The European sailors flinched and would not hand 
the ladders as they ought—the General now perceiving the approaching 
disorder most gallantly started forward and with a noble spirit rushing 
among the thunders of the hostile cannon grasped the ladders in comp-urv 
with a few other officers and conveyed some of them to the curtain where 
His Excellency had the misfortune of receiving a wound from a musket 
ball which was looped in his left groin—finding himself sinking under the 
effects of it he was preparing to withdraw in order to get his wound dressed 
when a report reached him that Major YanderLaan's Battalion had already 
peuetrated the town. On hearing this His Excellency revives, and collect
ing fresh vigour commenced to harangue the troops stimulative of good 
cheer and at their head with undressed wound, rushes with all expedition 
to the successful quarter, bnt what sight now meets the eye—not the 
t r iumphant orange banner which was to mark the steps o'f the fortunate 
assailants, but the ghastly head of the gallant Lieut. Melchior Van Schoonen-
beck rises on the end of a Pike, before which the whole of Major Vander-
Laan ' s troops are put to flight in the utmost confusion. H i s Excellency 
now finding no ladders handed about and his own battalion mingled in the 
rout was finally forced to the resolution of decamping. 

Major Vandor Laan's at tempts had been equally unsuccessful the ladders 
had been brought up three different times but all those engaged in the es
calade were, either killed or wounded, at length however one was fixed to 
St. J o h n by means of which Lieut. Yen. Schoonenbeck a gallant soldier and 
by birth a German and an officer of distinction, versed in different languages 
alone gained the top, but not having had the support of the forlorn train, he 
sacrificed himself on the walls as dearly as he could to his Country 's cause. 
His head which was reared on the end of a Pike was fixed in Terroem at 
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the Corner Top of St. John . The .Commander Jacob Leppeus being woun
ded returned with others and the remainder of his party who had penetrated 
the Circumvallation, being left without the support of tho their comrades 
became victims to the fury of the beseiged. 

The Workum not being so near the Maid of Eukhuysen escaped by, 
slipping her cable, without much loss of men Or material injury to her 
bottom, but on beaming rouud she had to purchase her tack in imminent 
danger hard above the reef, 

In crossing the Bridge however the General sustained a considera
ble loss from the cross fires of the St. Steven and St. Sebastian 
Bastions. The Bajuha Gate was most efficiently placed In position 
of defence—-Alvaro Rodrigo Boralho being posted at tha t quarter 
with all circumspection. On St, Sebastian^ Antonio de Moca de 
OUveira, and on Madre de Deos, Manoel Cabreira de Ponte, these 
three officers occupied the Banquet Work with the force under their 
orders, and as the Dutch had no anticipation of this additional 
fabric, our men soon succeeded in throwing them into the utmost 
disorder and inconvenience causing them to suffer great losses by 
the unslaokened fires from our musketry. Our Artiller and other 
engines of war did no less execution, and with particular effect, es
pecially those which stood below decoy Gate-ways, the consequence 
of venturing the entrance of which, the unsuspecting enemy had 
indeed but to learn from dear bought experience—no less disaster 
befel the enemy from the bursting of a stone tube which disturbed 
theirtroops in no small degree especially as it flew into pieces while 
in its best operation. Three times did the enemy press forward in 
their at tempt to gain their point in the escalade, but were as often 
repulsed with dreadful losses. At length General Hulft wishing to 
rouse his men to an effectual rush resorted to the expedient of a 
fictitious'incentive —loudly vociferating "Quick there my boys— 
beholt: the Orange Flag flies already at the point of St, John"*—he 
proceeded to set a personal example by taking one of the ladders 
himself and boldly rush forward, but he was soon foiled in this most 
gallant attempt—for while endeavouring to plant the ladder in an 
advantageous position a bullet from one of our muskets lodged in 
one of his thighs and paralyzed all further movements; and thus 
after having laid his very hands on the Gate of the Town he found 
himself constrained to quit the enterprise. 

At the lake called by the Portuguese Lagoa a force consisting 
of 240 men launched to the combat; this body was distributed into 
sub-divisions and embarked in 8 small prows which for this pur
pose the enemy had brought over with them from Batavia. 
Dominge and Coelho d'Allah, the officer in command at that 
station hailed them with 5 Manchouns and continued for a time to 

A ficticious support and intensive for a moment only. 
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combat with the most gallant spirit, yet he could not have effec
tually opposed the assailants from penetrating into our borders. 
The chief of the squadron, together with 4 Dutchmen escaped in a 
prow after having lost their own bottom by the effect of a cannon 
ball. 

' The Commander of the Manchous, with Sehastiaan Galdei>a 
and five or six of his associates (the rest having abandoned him) 
having taken possession of the Post situated close by the houses of 
Maria TeUes continued steadily to oppose the enemy and in such an 
effective way as to make the Dutch Captain seek anotherpoint other 
than that for bis assault—this he accordingly did* and at length 
succeeded in entering the town through the opening or gate-way 
which was in communication with the house of Sehastiaan Galdeha, 
from which quarter the latter aided by Manoel Rodrigues 'Franco 
and Father Guardian -de Vana as well as Francisco Rebe'Uo de 
Palsares occasioned considerable loss to the enemy by throwing 
numerous fire pots at them and at the same time thinning their 
raak by the effectual discharge of musketry. Father Guardian de 
Vana on this occasion received two successive wounds from the 
bullets of the enemy. The Dutch now ventured to push forward 
through a narrow street, where they were received by Manoel Fer-
nandes de Miranda who on this occasion was severely wounded 
whilst fighting bravely with sword and shield against an overwhelm
ing force, weakened at length by his exertions and the loss of blood 
he was just falling to the ground when the generous arm of Fran
cisco De Leinos was extended to receive him, who subsequently 
earried him bo his house—bad it not been for this friend's gallant 
intervention he would have perished on the spot. The contest was 
immediately taken up and supported by Diego Leitaon de S'ou^a, who 
continued to resist the fury of the assailants by means of a great 
Bacamarte which he contrived to discharge from a corner of the 
street with most deadly effect upon the intruders; truly our town 
can never be too much in debt to this gallant officer, for had the 
hostile troop, penetrated but a little further, the issue would not 
only have been doubtful, but it would have involved the whole town 
in inevitable danger. Another who worked equally well was the 
oft mentioned Father Damiaan Vieira Jesuit who opportunely 
arrived on the spot with another Bacamarte or Blunderbuss heavily 
charged and seconding the efforts of the other continued to defend 
the passage till the Staff Sergeant Antonio de Leoon rushed to his 
aid at the head of certain of his men. On this occasion the supply 
of fire arms proved to be of good use though no more than four 
were found on the spot namely one of Diego Leitaon de Souza and 
three of the Reverend Father. The expediency now suggested itself 
to Father Damiaan of posting a few soldiers in requisition from 
the said Sergeant, with a view to guard the rear of the houses and 
gardens, and Father Damiaan in stepping round after attending to 
this again met the enemy pressing down the street, but by two 
successive discharges of his Bacamarte crammed with a handful of 
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bullets, he soon cleared the street by driving them back. This how
ever was effected with great danger to himself for the Bacamarte 
heated to excess by frequent discharges and being over charged flew 
off his hand and with such a degree of violence that he was struck 
down by the concussion, but resuming his feet however he grasped 
his sword and shielded by his buckler continued to aid the few 
others who defended the street till the appearance of Anthonio de 
Melo de Gastt^o at the head of his company. This Officer after the 
interchange of a few shots thought it proper to offer quarter to the 
enemy by which means the lives of 74 of the Dutch were saved, the 
majority of these however being wounded only 8 finally survived and 
of whom it is certain many have attained to eternal life fay conver
sion to our holy faith, brought about by the diligence caie and at
tention of the Reverend Fathers especially by the instrumentality 
of Damiaan Veira who whilst in effect was the scourge and dread of 
the enemy, the vanquished ever found in him their true friend and 
protector ever firm in word and faithful under solemn engagement. 
Such was the result of the conflict of this memorable day, which 
beginning in the morning did not appear to decline before 2 in the 
afternoon during the whole of which time both the Generals 
Anthonio de Sousa GovMnho and Francisco de Melo dc Castro as well 
as certain of the most distinguished individuals did not cease to 
afford al! possible at tention and vigilance at the principal places 
enforcing strict discipline and order at all points w-ith due regard to 
everything that the .occasion demanded. 

The Commandant of the Town, Manoel Marques Goriaan did 
not give a moments respite to his exertions darting to and from the 
several quarters with unrivalled activity and undaunted courage, 
while the second in command Gaspar Figueira de Serpe who had 
directions over St. John was also particular in the distribution of 
the requisite refreshment to the Troops. 

The field before us now presented an awful spectacle being 
covered throughout with the purple stream of the sons of Holland. 
and the smooth and placid face of the lake was reddened with the 
gore of the slaughtered, and interspersed with the corpses of those 
who had fallen in the fight, as well as Arms, Banners, Drums, Lad
ders and innumerable other accountrements of war which lay pro
miscuously scattered all around and which became the trophies of 
our soldiers. The loss of the enemy on this destructive day amount
ed to no less than 1000 of the choicest and noblest of their 
soldiers among whom may be numbered a good many officers. On 
our side there fell but 30 (thirty) persons. The enemy with a view 
to cloak their heavy loss having assembled and concentrated the 
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remnant of his Troops ordered the discharge of a general volley, 
which belched forth from the mouths of about a thousand 
muskets * 

The number of the dead can not be reckoned under 200 nor that of the 
wounded 350 ; but these are exclusive of the sailors under Capri. Lippens 
mid the 2 Companies of the Line which joined hira under command of 2 
Lieutenants of Infantry, 

The ships Tergoes and Erasmus which had on board the Troops designed 
for the escalade of the Water Castle had been carried off in a stiff gale and 
were endeavouring in a fruitless contention with the opposing elements to 
gain the Harbour. 

This catastrophe is thus bewailed by the Dutch—Truly this was a day of 
the utmost pain and affliction to the Hon. Company whilst the invading 
force, nay the militating powers of the whole Island stand quaking before 
its stronghold, but the Lord God had secluded the beseiged from wisdom 
on the occasion, so that we escaped further injuries which were in their 
power, in the whole there appears to have been the most profound delibera
tion in the scheming of the plan combined with the most judicious arrange
ments—but the success of war is mutable—the Jinal issue doubtful—it 
depends on the mere incidence of the moment 's lot as disorders, perplexity 
faintheartedness, and irregularities are discovered only on the occasion. In 
short if Heaven would not prosper to a t tempt the .fight is in vain—it is 
then that the stars s tar t from their centres, and trailsbounding their orbits 
stand in battle array, whilst the winds and the weather conspire in league 
for the elect of the most High ! O minium delecte Deo, cui militat aether 
et eon jura t i veniunt ad classics, venti. 

Amid the misfortunes of the day comes a formal despatch from the 
Kandyan Court addressed to General. Hulft , in which Ttaja Singha after 
promising as usual his high confidence in seeing the Town delivered to his 
hand immediately after the conquest, express his expectation that all native 
fugitives taken on the occasion be they living or dead should be surrendered 
to his Dissavcs then present that they may be-dealt with according to the 
dictates of his 'Vengeance as was done at the Capture of Batticaloa. On 
tha t occasion which was on the 10 May 1638, His Ma jesty having been 
present caused 50 of the •most considerable individuals to be transfixed at 
stakes and left in terrorem to the moat possible end, it further states that 
His Majesty had commanded his Dissawes the destruction of all the Til
lages in the low country by fire .and every other method as far as practica
ble. This despatch entailed with it an address of the Portuguese General 
Antonio De Souza Continho sent from Colombo under date 27 October 
in which His Majesty is implored for succour on the consideration of the 
amity which had formerly subsisted between the Portuguese and the Kan
dyan Court, which it is proposed to renew under assurance that the Dutch 
would by no means deliver the Town to His Majesty in the event of their 
conquest, but on the contrary would break out with a domineering spirit 

. which will tend to the derogation of his illustrious personage. 
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Impelled by humanity Father Damiaan Vieira ventured into 
the Field the day following with the sole view of bringing the 
corpses of the fallen,and while he "was paying this t r ibute to the 
peaceful dead the hostile enemy thought it proper to requite this 
charitable act of his with the discharge of three rounds from their 
murderous pieces, which obliged him to give up the at tempt, but 
which duty he accomplished however as soon as the friendly shade 
of night had offered him the chance. Among the hostile works was 
discovered a Blue Flag the display of which was indicative of arbi
trary destruction, banishing all consideration or regard to age, 
youth, or rank of state individuals or of the spiritual and secular, 
and this order had been issued to the enemy immediately before 
their.entering upon their unsuccessful attempt on the Town.™ 

After this defeat we had gained the means of making an addi
tion to our Artillery by 30 pieces of Ordinance or heavy guns, which 
had been taken from on board the Dutch Ship lying aground, these 
pieces ware planted in such commanding situations, as were to 
prove mo-it advantageous in their operation. In the meantime we 
had our people somewhat refreshed in proportion to what our little 
stock in reserve afforded ; but since each had to look for the supply 
of his own comforts, what came forth for general distribution, was 
naturally but very indifferent, till after the lapse of a fortnight, 
when Father Damiaan accompanied by certain of the Dutch pri
soners at the direction of our General visited the wreck aforemen<-
tioned and obtained several barrels of wine, as well as stocks of salt 
provisions. 

f In this libhargized interval the Dutch were occupied in 
advancing and fortifying their works of offence themselves by 
making a covered way leading from the south to the North, at the 
dist mce of, 40 paces from St. John which served as a Redoubt, upon 
this they planted six pieces of Artilleiy, three opposed to the St. 
John Bastion and three to that of St. Stephen, thence they carried 
an entrenchment to the sea side bounding it by a Redoubt from the 
East) to the West upon which they fixed two pieces of artillery, 

* This order does not seem to be recognised by the Dutch. 
t On the 13th the Dutch were occupied in sending off their wounded to 

Negombo, Calle and Mutwal, and on this day the Portuguese display two 
of the Dutch captured banners tha t are flying from St. John Bastion and 
the other from St. Stephen. 

On the 19th a let ter is handed to General Hulf t from Eaja Singha, ex
pressive of his deep regret for the wound received by the General in the 
late assault, observing that in consequence he felt it necessary to move 
down with all expedition at the head of his army for the succour and service 
of the Dutch, desiring at the same t ime tha t no further at tempts of storming 
might be undertaken without his Royal presence and counsel as well as the 
co-operation of his own forces. 

About the la t ter end of November intelligence reaches the Dutch Camp 
of the u t te r loss of certain Portuguese Kappila 30 frigates strong, in a 
dreadful tempest near "VVingurla, 
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which with the most powerful effect dismantled the extent of the 
curtain from the couras to St. John which induced the GeLeial 
Continho to confide that flank to the charge of certain well affected 
officers, fortifying the same with certain woik of the huad ih oi a 
cubit and of the height of a cubit and a half. From the second 
Redoubt the enemy opened a covered way running to the middle of 
the Oamp, and finally threw up another Redoubt, whence that part 
of the wall could be batten which tended from St, John to St. 
Stephen, which was fortified with more loose nncompounded eaith 
and facines; to this arduous toil both the Generals volunteered 
their aid, and themselves helped in the work. Attending besides to 
everything else that served to its security, and as this was a work 
scratching 400 cubits .in length it was sub-divided in such portions 
so that e tch individual should have his quota of work to perform 
with a view to a speedy completion. Considerable benefit bad now 
beau derived to the works of the town from the aid afforded by 
Domingo Ooelho De Alia, who had placed at the disposal of the 
public his manchoes and other vessels which proved very advan
tageous in counteracting the projects of the enemy viho were using 
every means in their power to impede the progress of our works. 
Caspar d'Arango Pereira, Joan d'Andrade Machado, Don Francisco 
Hoalim as well as many others of high standing were likewise inde
fatigable in their exertions, contributing moreover the free sei vices 
of a numerous body of slaves. The same was done by the Disutves, 
and in fine the general endeavours were so emulative of each other, 
as they led the parties to such a degree, so that their exertions 
extended even beyond the powers of human endurance. 

The Dutch were meanwhile not inactive, they carried an in* 
trenchment with great diligence from the Redoubt up to the hill of 
Aqua de Dupe surmounted by sis pieces of artillery. Again they 
opened a way from the Redoubt which stood on the plain, which 
was to be connected with another similar Redoubt which had been 
thrown up abreast of St. Steven on the side of the Lake, a Battery 
was erected at the Garden of Anthonio de Mota with a vie w to raze 
the St, Steven Bastion, with 4 heavy guns mounted on it. Yet 
anothar was erected, running from the aforementioned Iifdoubt 
surmounted by 6 pieces, and which formed a junction with the 
obher which stood in the field, and finally one more was added 
which terminated at the foot of St. Orus', which being so very con
tiguous to ou>" ditch gave room to a variety of suspicions—for the 
space of the ditch only was the intervening distance between the 
contending parties so that from the proximity of their position 
stone-pelting was even resorted to as a means of carrying on hosti
lities. Mention should be made of one circumstance here namely 
that the contending parties had frequent opportunities of convers
ing together.* 

* On the 1st December the twilight was stained by an act which seeks fhe 
cover o'f darkness and this was from the villany of Glaus Claasz who was 
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losit to Clod as well as all sense of honour. This trai tor braving the serf 
swam over the. Bay and joined the Portuguese—this was a serious dis-. 
appointment to the Dutch, as on this 'very night there was an approach 
planned that by a successful progress the St. John Bastion might be under
mined and blown up. 

On the 10th December was brought to the Dutch at Mutwal—Anthonis 
Ammal cle Menczes at this period and subsequently, Governor of Jaffna 
Patam (who in 1658 at the capture of Mannar was killed by a Ball, which hit 
him on the neck, from a piece of Prince's Artil lery which stood on one 
of the Dutch boats) he was taken captive in his a t tempt from Mannar to 
get within Colombo. There were some letters found on his person, the 
most important of which was written in mystic characters which however 
the ingenuity of the General soon d.ecyphered-—it was dated Jaffna 11 Nov-
vembor 1055 and embraced chiefly an account of the succour the Portuguese 
had to expect. Another was of the same date and signed by Nicholas 
D'Olivera with an account of a Naval force of 15 Frigates which had sailed 
from Goa in October, but which adverse winds had obliged to turn back 
from Cape Oormorin. The troops which had been disembarked reached 
Jaffna overland. 

On the 12 th December a body of about 700 Blacks were seen to be moving 
from the town gateway along the beach—i'J Companies were immediately 
told off. with a view to cut off their re t rea t but on their approach they 
found the party already on a regressive movement, and t i n detachment re
turned in the afternoon without success, Of these blacks three individuals 
dropped themselves into the Dutch Camp with information that they had 
been out to gather brushwood which they stated was required for the works 
then being carried on within namely in fortifying the St, John, St. Stephen 
and St. Philips Bastions and in doubling their walls, particularly at the 
curtain between St. John and St. Steven where there was an extensive im
palement of Cocoa: Beams from within with the addition of a fastness 
furnished with cannon with intent that it might be made their ul t imate 
resort of defence in the event of the loss of the Bulwarks—On the same day 
the Dutch completed the work of a Half-moon—The next day 2 European 
Por tuguese went over, confirming the above report . 

On the 14th December 1(J or 12 Manchous crossed over the Lake for 
brushwood as usual—a skirmish ensued in which the. Dutch had three of 
theiT men wounded. 

On the 15th December the Dutch General determined upon having 24 
volunteers to work in the naked entrenchments, with the view of erecting 
the Batteries—they were contracted at a Guilder a head per diem, Of these 6 
men were in rotation to keep constant hand at work independently of the 
Blacks and were bound to persevere in their labours till ul t imate success 
upon which depended the i eceipt of a capital reward in addition, In the 
afternoon a 6 piece battery was marked off and ordered to be completed 
with all possible expedition. 

On the 18th a blameable inattention gave rise to an unfortunate occur
rence, from a discharge against the Portuguese made by a certain Dutch 
Gunner from their 2 piece Bat tery without taking care to draw off the 
charges wherewith the pieces generally stood charged at night, by which ac
cident 7 black labourers were wounded and B killed—In the evening with 
the help of a large number of hands 4 pieces were with extraordinary speed 
conveyed and planted on the new Battery (all being very hazardous). 

On the 19th the new Bat tery commenced and kept up its roaring 
thunders most strenuously against St, J o h n and St. Stephen. I n the even
ing 2 other pieces were added which gave it acomplemeut of six, 

On the 20th a semilunar work was begun at the distance of % roods 
from the Ditch.-
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About this time it happened that Caspar Figueira de Serpe 
thought it expedient to lay down his command, not from motivts 
of the difficulties or apprehension of the dangers with which he 
found himself threatened, but because he would no longer sway 
authori ty over the nobles and officers, since some of them (though 
not of the most considerable houses) insinuated tha t they had ac
cepted their commissions under such conditions as did not subject 
them to bend to the commands of the said superior officer, This 
insult prejudice which is found to be harboured alone among the 
Portuguese was peculiarly ill suited to the present crisis of affairs, 
and straitened as we were with so scanty a force, if it behoved tha? 
Figueira should have the direction of the troops and weight of 
military affairs upon him it must necessarily follow that every indi
vidual placed under him should be subservient to his views without 
which grand principle it was most prudent for him considering the 
high importance of his command to have resigned the same with 
honour—in short the General settled this matter by consenting to 
the request of Figueira to gratify the views of the few malcontents 
and thus was Caspar Figueira regarded only in title while he was 
succeeded by Antonio de Melo de Castro a nephew of the Ex-General 
Francisco de Meto de Castro who during the whole compass of the 
siege appeared to have filled his post with exemplary credit and 
Bignal intrepidity, thus it was that Caspar Figueira bad occasion 
to resign the high post which he held, retaining only the importance 
of a retired Officer in the Army on even terms with Diogo de Sou&a 
de Castro. 

At this period strong suspicions were entertained of the hostile 
project of undermining the Bastion St. Steven, on which account 
the besieged judged it expedient to secure themselves by the erec
tion of a cavalier with a view to baulk the benefits which the enemy 
might calculate to derive from the result of their plot and herein 
availed ourselves of the suggestions of a native being a merchant 
from the coast of Coromandel, and accordingly proceeded to put 
into a fit condition the Redoubt which had been demolished subse
quently in the lake assault, at the same time a countermine was 
caused by the ingenious device and contrivance of another merchant 
whom propitious Heaven had led among us—and who was at the 
same time charged with the supervision of the armoury, which ap
peared in a particular manner to be threatened by the enemy. There 
was not found among us one individual engineer nor any among the 
Portuguese at least who professed in some degree this highly esteem
ed art, and not even among all those who professed to be 
military men, nay the Portuguese carpenter was also wholly devoid 
of the oomrnaad priaoipies, The reason which may account for this 
app3ar to be the great dislike which obtains of being returned in 
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common with the stipsndiaries under the odious name of Engineer, 
yet altho' a want of men properly skilled in these matters of war it 
s iffiiiently proved from facts yet it may nevertheless be suspected 
with reason that the public accounts are not entirely free from 
charges under the bend of such Service which ultimately resolve 
into the coffers of the state ministers, for had such individuals been 
really entertained the defence of the town would have rested on 
better principles. What a series of years had indeed been lavished 
in the mere works of the walls and fortifications, particularly in 
respect of the works on the borders of Galvoca, being the third part 
of the compass of the Town which place nature herself had invested 
with the peculiar properties of defence, having also near it certain 
little places where small vessels can find berth; had the time and 
labor bestowed on this work been judiciously combined, with the 
advantages which nature had afforded, brazen strength must have 
characterized the work, whereas it is provided with merePalmeira 
or Cocoa Trunks which in a sliort time fall to decay and yield to the 
effect of the surf which sweeps them away, the other parts of the 
walls aud Bulwarks which demanded the most substantial and rocky 
materials for their construction are now formed of mere argillacious 
substance pounded together, which is apt to be washed off by the 
effect of every flooding as has recently occurred to that part running 
from the Hospital down to the entrance of the site occupied by the 
Jesuit Fathers which is of no inconsiderable extent—Oh that the 
Supreme Ruler might forgive such ministers whose indifference has 
not only subjected this part to the violence of the rainy season, as 
well as to various other inconveniences, but that it has also suffered 
such Gun'Carriages to remain as to liy into atoms and spread its 
fragments all around even at the very first firing. Hence in order to 
supply our wants we were driven to the necessity of going a begg' 
ing all along the houses for the supply of beams and hoards which 
were disengaged from the lofts of high buildings and even from the 
Churches as we have witnesses at St. Domingos. Thus need we 
enter into the reasons which have occasioned the loss of so many 
places to the Grown of Portugal, 

The emotion of horror which strikes a Christian in considering 
the outrages and injuries committed by the heretics on the Sacred 
Images which fell into their hands, disqualifies his pen for detail of 
the enormities in all their extent. A single instance will sufficeto 
enable one to form an idea of their horrible work. The Dutch hav
ing laid hands on an Image of St. Tnomas the Apostle, had first the 
impiety of mutilating it, by severing its arms, nose and ears, after 
which, they posted it up by way of a target for their bulletp, and 
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proceeded to t ry OQ it the i r skill in muske t ry ; th i s done, t hey 
t h o u g h t ' i t proper to dr ive a n u m b e r of na i l s into i t s body and finally 
to c ram i t down wi th a m o r t a r wi th as li t t le ceremony as theywo'old 
a Serenade and th is charge was fired off on t he 16th of December 
when t h i s adorable object was with grea t force prec ip i ta ted r igh t 
in to our D i t c h — F r o m t h i s s i tua t ion it was i n s t a n t l y ex t i ica ted 'by 
t h e ever a t t e n t i v e F a t h e r Damiaan. Veira, and two o the r re t i red 
officers viz Manoel de Seixas and Manutl de Saon Ja/jo Caroia — 
J e s u i t s — T h e F a t h e r s of t h e order of St. D'rancis now laid claim to 
th i s prec ious Jewel and in solemn process ion bore Ihe a in t Saway 
to thei r abode, and subsequent ly res tored him to his p roper post 
on t h e high a l t a r . F a t h e r Frei Francisco Sam Matheus delivered an 
excel lent se rmon on t h i s m a t t e r . 

Our St. Thomas however in effect opened a way into us from the 
enemy's camp, for a Portuguese named Simon Lopez de Basto a native 
of Aveiros who for certain reasons had quitted Goa for Wingnrla, in
tending thence to find his passage to Portugal perceiving the straits of 
his Brethren, was so far affected as to be induced to break with the 
Dutch, and bid adieu to the honours and high stipends which he 
enjoyed under them, and to transfer his services over to us which he 
accordingly did on the 20th December, and this individual was a soli
tary aid we derived from beyond the walls as will appear in the sequel 
of this narrative."' 

* On the 26th December three black Carpenters went over to the Dutch car
rying very important information—namely that the Portuguese had under— 
mined the corner of the St. John Bastion, and that five large barrels of 
gun-powder had been deposited in as many different places which were to 
be set on fire from the top by means of bamboo conductors leading to the 
Barrels at the bottom to which they were to give, effect on the occasion of 
another assault that, in consequence of this work the Portuguese were 
obliged to restrain their fires for 2 days together from that post—that 
General Ooutinho's sou had been personally working there, that a few days 
back he had been shot on St. J o h n and died of the wound. Upon this in
formation a meeting of the principal Dutch Officers was immediately called 
who have unanimously determined upon a mine being carried with all ex
pedition under the .St. John Bastion. 

Now was an envoy sent to the Kandyan Court with a Challenge to the 
Royal Par ty in terms the most serious, whether or not His Majesty was to 
come down since the Crisis of affairs was such that a second assault could 
not be delayed. Lieut . Har tmaau promised that His Majesty would move 
down shortly by night—in spite of the advice of his courtiers to defer his 
campaign for some time—which they didafter consulting the fatal or auspi
cious hours according to the heathen observations of times, it being abso
lutely necessary.to hazard an interview with the General. Lieut. Hartmaau 
Was honoured with a Gold Chain and ring from the Royal hands. 

The work of the Lunette along the Beach was now expedited and a 
$nortar was placed on itt and the plan of mining was entered upon, 
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The Enemy completed his wprk from the foot of the Bulwark St. 
Cms to the mouth of our ditch which they endeavoured to demolish in 
order to carry a mine against St, John ; but our men sapped in oppo
sition to them by breaking the Ditch and placing an efficient breast
work to screen those who were within from the bullets and grenades 
which were pouring down in thick showers. This post which was 
called the Dyke of defence was conSded to the charge of Domingo 
Coelho who rendered its strength more efficient by the addition of a ' 
pier head formed of pallisades, and securing it by means of hooks and 
other means, and cleaning the Ditch, at the same time causing us much 
destruction as was practicable to impede the advance of the Enemy— 
"We with Fire-pots and the Dutch with Grenades, our men frequently 
rushing into the very mine of the latter, and burning them with fire-
pots, thereby in a great measure arresting the progress of their work, 
this discriminous at tempt was frequently carried out by Manuel 
Eodrigos Franco; whilst Manuel De Santiago Garcia, likewise showed 
proofs of such valor as to greatly entitle h im to the trust of an impor
tant Siege. He was subsequently appointed to have the command of 
a Company, together with Diogo de Sousa de Castro to afford their 
combined aid at that place. 

Between 10 and 11 January the Enemy broke into the Ditch 
through two openings from the lines of their subterraneous work, the 
one facing directly opposite the aforementioned Dyke, and the other a 
little further off.'—the two passages that appeared were sufficiently large 
for the ingress and egress of men and artillery, At the former a field 
piece was kept in play whilst the latter pa t forth a pile of facines with 
several beams and baskets filled with nails and other implements, with 
these the Enemy soon succeeded in erecting a great Gallery or Lobby 
under which they were to be screened in their further operations, by 
which they proposed to advance their sappers under the Bulwark. * 

* A Chinese of Macao deserted to the Dutch about this time who informed 
them that the beseiged had still a tolerable stock of the necessaries of life 
left in the Town. -

The Dutch now resolved to have the Gallery carried over under the dis
charge of Cannon and musketry, to effect this they had stipulated a reward 
of tOO R.D. to 6 skilful carpenters—the next afternoon a good number of 
Muskets were advanced at the approaches, each received orders in respect 
of the particular post against which his fires should be directed with posi
tive injunctions not to avert his at tent ion from it. The evening was, far 
advanced before the wall could be perforated it being thicker at the bot
tom than at the top—in consequence of which a l i t t le aper ture only was at 
first effected which was directly fronting the Pallisade work, and in this 
aperture were thrown a profuse number of hand grenades and fire—pots 
prepared for the very purpose by the effect of which the desired passage 
was soon realised when the Portuguese were immediately driven out of the 
ditch by the active operation of 12 stand of firearms which were advanced 
and posted at the front line to cover the progress of the Gallery work, but 
the treatment the Dutch now- received from the Portuguese with heavy 


