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The objects of the Union shall be : 

To promote the morale intellectual, and social well-
being of the Dutch descendants in Ceylon,-

To gather by degrees a library for the use of the 
Union composed of all obtainable boohs and 
papers relating to the .Dutch occupation of Ceylon-, 
and standard ivorks in Dutch literature. 

to be prepared and printed and 
published, papers, essays, etc: on questions relating 
to the history and'origin of the Dutch Burghers of 
Ceylon, and to publish the genealogies of the Dutch 
families now in Ceylon. 

To prepare and publish a memorial history of the 
Dutch in Ceylon, descriptive of their social life 
and customs, their methods of administration, and 
the influence of these upon existing institutions in 
the Island. 
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A GLIMPSE OF QALLE IN 1860. 

Galle, or Point-de-Galle, the capital of ihe Southern Province, 
was in the zenith of its glory and importance 90 years ago, and rivalled 
in some respects in importance the capital of the Western Province. 
AUhoagh it had not as large a population as Colombo, and was not 
the seat of the Government, it had in the past other advantages 
which Oolombo could not boast of. First and foremost, Colombo 
had no harbour to speak of in the Sixties, whereas the one in Galle; 
a natural harbour, had a weekly gathering of P. & O. and French 
steamers, besides merchantmen and sailing vessels. It was nothing 
extraordinary to see a large number of these vessels riding majesti
cally at. anchor in its waters, sheltered by the Fort batteries on one 
side and by Gaistio's hill on the other. Steamer days, these 
counted from day of arrival of steamers to departure, were 
unusually busy ones at the Customs, hotels and shops. The situa
tion of the harbour for vessels plying between different parts of the 
woild made it the most important one in the Bast. Goods from 
all parts of the world were brought to Galle, including ice and 
apples from far off America. Mr. Preecott was in charge of the 
Ice Stores, and his office was crowded with eager customers on 
arrival of the ships from the Western hemisphere. There was no 
ice manufactory at Galle at the time, and I do not think there was 
one in Colombo either. I t is not astonishing, therefore, that the 
charming site in their harbour made the Galleans look upon it 
with pardonable pride. 

Galle was also in a position to boast of the existence at the 
time of about a dozen hotels. The principal ones were situated in 
the Fort . The Old Mansion owned by Mr. Henry Bogaars, and the 
Sea View owned by Mr. Angelo Fphraums were in Church Street. 
The New Mansion and Iiorets' Hotels owned by Mr. C. B. BogaarB 
and Mr. Eagene Lorefc, respectively, were in Middle Street. The 
Eoyal, owned by Mr. Henry Batten, was in Light House Street. 
The Eglinton, owned by Mr. C. B. Bogaars, was at the end of Pedlar 
Street, and the Pavilion owned by Mrs. Braybrooke in Bam part 
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S t r e e t . I n addi t ion to t h e s e first c lass ho t e l s , t h e r e were a few 
o t h e r s of lesser p re t ens ions w i t h scale of charges to su i t t h e pockets 
of t rave l le rs of l imi ted m e a n s . Armitage Bungalow a t Wakwel le , a 
few miles from the Fo r t , was a lso a ho te l where v i s i to rs r e s o r t e d to 
for t he sake of a p l e a s a n t dr ive t h r o u g h the pa lm groves of t h e vil
lages. T h e n u m b e r of passengers who flocked in to t he se hotels 
f rom different p a r t s of Eu rope , Aus t ra l i a , Ind ia , T h e P a r E a s t arjd 
t h e Gape of Good Hope , e tc . , w e n t up somet imes to over several 
h u n d r e d s , 

I t was indeed a s igh t w o r t h a visi t to Galle to wi tness the 
scene in t h e s t r e e t s and shops , wh ich were t h r o n g e d wi th these 
v i s i t o r s . The a m o u n t of sovereigns which flowed i n t o t h e coffers 
of t h e hote ls and jewel ler ' s shops was , I was to ld hy an eye-witness, 
ac tua l ly in heaps . My in fo rman t , a leading Burghe r gentleraaD, 
said he was sea ted by the tab le of h i s friend, a ho te l -keeper , when 
he empt ied on t h e table a canvas bag abou t a cubi t in l eng th con
t a i n i n g sovere igns , and t h e s igh t of t h e dazzling heap of gold made 
my i n f o r m a n t feel uneasy and unwil l ing to prolong his s t ay the re . 
The h o t e l s were crowded s o m e t i m e s t o such an e x t e n t t h a t accom
moda t ion for passenger s was sought and secured in pr iva te dwel
l ings for a s u b s t a n t i a l r e t u r n in gold. 

Bes ides t he mai l and passenger boa t s , Galle was favouied with 
visi ts from Men-of-war of Eng land and o t h e r coun t r i e s . Galle had 
no Band of i t own those days , and th i s w a n t was supplied by the 
grand bands of t h e warsh ips w h i c h played on sho re . The townfolk 
who prized t he se grac ious ac t s on t h e p a r t of t h e Navy , showed 
t h e i r apprec ia t ion and g ra t i t ude by t u r n i n g out en'masse to l isten 
t o t he e n c h a n t i n g mus ic . 

A n o t h e r th ing which helped to make Galle so p r o m i n e n t was 
t h e presence of t h e mi l i t a ry in i t s mids t . l i was one of t h e princi
pal m i l i t a ry s t a t i o n s in the I s land in t h e Six t ies . The m e n of the 
50th (Queen 's Own) R e g i m e n t s t a t ioned t h e r e were commanded hy 
Capt . J . T h o m p s o n . The Ceylon Rifles had as t h e i r Commanding 
Officer Major W . C. Vaoderspar , who was also t h e C o m m a n d a n t of 
t h e s t a t i o n . H e was, I believe uncle of Mess rs . Lou is , J o h n , Herjry 
and Ben jamin Vande r spa r , who were well-known m e m b e r s of the 
mercan t i l e c o m m u n i t y , and t r aded u n d e r t h e firm and s tyle of 
J . J. Vander spa r and Company. The firm l a t e r removed to Colombo, 
w h e r e it was managed by Mess r s . George and Edga r Vanderspar. 
L ieu t . W. S. Boileau was t he Officer of t h e Royal Eng inee r s , and 
Mr. H. T rave r s was F i r s t mi l i t a ry clerk in charge of t h e Civil 
B r a n c h of t h e (Ordinance, Surgeon-Major F . R. W a r i n g and Staff 
Ass i s t an t Surgeon H , G, Guinness were on t h e medical staff, 
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The G o v e r n m e n t Agent of t he Sou the rn P rov ince in 1861 was 

Mr. W. G. Forbes , a n d t h e A s s i s t a n t Agent was Mr, T h o m a s Steele . 
. Like Mr. Macready , C.C.S., Mr. Steele occupied h i s le isure m o m e n t s 
in t rans la t ing in to Eng l i sh noted S inha lese poems. I t was he who 
t r ans l a t ed t he Eng l i sh vers ion of Kusa Jaiaka. The K a c h c h e r i 
staff consis ted of Mr. Wil l iam E a t o n , Head Olerk, who was g r and 
fa ther of t he la te Mr. E r n e s t E a t o n a t one t ime of t h e S e c r e t a r i a t . 
The o the r c lerks were Mr. H . F . Jansz , g r a n d - f a t h e r of Mr. H e n r y 
J a a s z of t he General Pos t Office, Mr. H e n r y Bogaars who owned 
the Old Mansion Ho te l , Mr. J . P . C. J a n s z , g r a n d - f a t h e r of Canon 
Lucien J a n s z , Mr. E . A. Rose, Mr. Char les W. J a n s z and Mr. A. H . 
Auwardt , f a t h e r of Mr. E . G. Auward t , one t i m e Crown P r o c t o r of 
T a n g d i a . Mr. Nicho las Dias Abeys inha , f a t h e r of Rev. A b r a h a m 
Bias, one t ime Colonial Chapla in of Colombo, was t he K a c h c h e r i 
Madal iyar , and Mr. A. B . K a r u n a r a t n e was Moho t t i Mudal iyar . 

The Dis t r i c t Judge of Galle in t he e igh teen s ixt ies was Mr. 
Charles P a t t o n Walker , H e held t h e office for a long period and 
ret i red on a well ea rned pension. T h e Sec re t a ry of t h e Cour t was 
Mr- P. J . Ludovici , f a t h e r of Mr. E d w i n Ludovic i , who was well 
known in Colombo as t h e Secre ta ry and Ass i s t an t C h a i r m a n of 
the Munic ipa l i ty , and g r a n d f a t h e r of Doc to r s E d w i n Ludovici of 
Galle and H a l Ludovic i p r e s e n t l y in r e t i r e m e n t in Kandy, Mr Willie 
Ludovici , who re t i red as D.I .G. Pol ice and Mr. J a m e s Ludovici , who 
was Supe r in t enden t of Police Colombo. The clerks of t he D i s t r i c t 
Court were Mr. J . H . de Zylva, who became t h e Sec re t a ry h imsel f 
a f te rwards , and Mr. W. Gibson . Mr. Zylva was f a t h e r of Mr. V. W . 
de Zylva, t h e v e t e r a n r e t i r ed Proc to r of t he Ba lap i t iya Cour t s , and 
of Mr, J . H . de Zilva, who was l a t e r Sec re t a ry of t h e Tanga l l a 
Courts. Much more recen t ly , his son, Mr. Clair de Zilva was Secre
ta ry of t he same Court . Mr. P . D. A. S i r iwardene was t h e Sinhalese 
I n t e r p r e t e r Madal iyar and Mr. A. L. M. S. M. M a r k a r was t h e Mala
bar (Tamil) I n t e r p r e t e r . Mr. A r a n c h i J a u s z was t he Record Keeper , 
and Mr. F . Dias Abeys inhe was t h e Nat ive W r i t e r , Mr. Abeysiughe 
was a w e a l t h y gen t l eman , and, i t was said, t h a t he never d r e w b i s 
salary. I t was e i the r re funded to G o v e r n m e n t or deposi ted in t h e 
Bank to his c red i t . 

The head a t t he C u s t o m s a t Galle, 1860 to 1861, was Mr. D. J . 
Ronayne, and Mr. W. Hal l i ley was his a s s i s t a n t as Land ing and 
Tide Surveyor . Mr. Hal l i iey a f t e r w a r d s rose to t h e top of t he Cus
toms ladder as Pr inc ipa l Collector. Mr. G. J . D e u t r o m was chief 
clerk and Warehouse Keepe r . Mr. A. F> Jo seph was t h e o t h e r clerk. 
The two Lauding W a i t e r s and s e a r c h e r s were Mess rs . J . W. Mar 
shall and I* H. Moorgappa. The Locker was Mr. 0 . F . D e u t r o m , 
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eldest son of the chief clerk. B o t h fa ther and son had long and 
h o n o u r a b l e c a r e e r s in t h e d e p a r t m e n t . T h e D e u t r o m family have 
for g e n e r a t i o n s bean connec ted wi th the d i a t o m s D e p a i t m e n t . 
A n o t h e r son of Mr. G. J . Deu t rom, namely Mr . W a l t e r Deut rom, 
was Sub-col lector of Baruwala , Po in t Ped ro and Jaffna a t different 
per iods , and like his b r o t h e r ea rned t h e goodwill and es t eem of his 
super iors , The Colombo C u s t o m s had on i t s staff two aona of the 
la3t n a m e d g e n t l e m a n , viz., Messrs . Claude and W a l t o n Deut rom, 
bo^h of w h o m as well as t he i r b ro the r Mr. Ell is D e u t r o m , main
t a i n e d the presbiga of t h e family for good and fa i thfu l service. The 
only son of Mr. C. P . D e u t r o m , Dr. Cyril D e u t r o m , re t i red as 
S u p a r i n t e n d e n t of t he Genera l Hosp i t a l . 

Mr. Joseph was Chief Clerk after Mr. D e u t r o m , He was fa ther 
of t h e l a t e Mr. E d w i n Joseph, t h e respec ted Chief Clerk of t he 
A t t o r n a y Genera l ' s office. Mr. J o s e p h (senior) was l a t t e r ly Chief 
Clerk of t h e Colombo Cus toms . H e also h a d a son in t h e Cus toms 
D e p a r t m e n t , namely Mr. H u g h J o s e p h . He , too, showed good and 
h o n e s t work and re t i r ed as Chief Clerk of t h e Galle Cus toms, 

Ba l ap i t i ya or B^Iapi t i -modara , l ike Bel l igam, was a lso a sea ' 
po r t 90 yea r s ago, w h e r e na t i ve brigs and dhonies uBed to find 
she l te r . The Sub-Collector a t t h e former place was Mr. J. H. 
Frefcsz, and at Dodanduwa; was Mr. J . H. A n t h o n i s z . 

The M * 3 t e r - A t t e n d a n t of Galle a t th i s per iod and for many 
y e a r s af ter , was Capta in Danie l Blyth, who is r emembered to th is 
day as one of t he m o s t genial , k ind -hea r t ed and popular E u r o p e a n 
gen t l emen , who m a d e Galle his t e m p o r a r y h o m e . H e loved Galle 
and i t s people and was s y m p a t h e t i c and helpful t o all classes, 
Cap ta in Bly th was an old sailor, and was comfor tab le and happy in 
h i s c h a r m i n g a n d spacious res idence adjoining t h e R a m p a r t s and 
overlooking the sea. T h e house was bui l t , I was bold, on his p lan— 
shipshape and shiplikc—and under his pe rsona l supervis ion . This 
beaut i fu l and impos ing s t r u c t u r e was l a te r no t h e q u a r t e r s of the 
D i s t r i c t Judge . Mr. A. Ludowyk was t h e Mas t e r A t t e n d a n t ' s clerk. 
T h e P i l o t s a t t h i s t i m e were Mess r s . Arnoldus J ansz , E . Daviot , 
J . G. Heyne and F . G. H a n s z e , Mr. W. F . J a n s z , who was also a 
P i lo t a t one t ime, was t h e Agent of t he G o v e r n m e n t s t eamer 
" P e a r l . " 

■ -. The Galle P o s t Office had as i ts chief, Mr. George Gun F ra se r , 
D e p u t y P o s t m a s t e r - G e n e r a l . He- was t h e fa ther - in - law of t he 
Hon 'b le Mr. W. H . Jackson , re t i red P r inc ipa l Collector of Cus toms 
Mr . F ra se r had a staff of c lerks equal in n u m b e r to t h a t of the 
Genera l P o s t Office, Colombo. They were Mr. C. P . G. de Vos (first 
c lerk) , who a f t e r w a r d s succeeded Mr. F r a s e r as D.P.M.G,, and 
Messrs T. H . Shaw, E. W. Buu l t j ens and B . Bogaars . The Pos t 
Office a t Galle was a very impor t an t i n s t i t u t i o n in t h e Sixt ies , 
owing to i ts being the chief mail por t . The a r r iva l of t h e Eng l i sh 
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mail was a great event, and kept the Post Office hands fully occu
pied and busy sometimes even to the small hours of the. morning. 

t On the arrival of the Suez boat, the English mails for Colombo and 
Kandy, etc., were despatched by special coach. An epitome of the 
.chief items of news from the English papers was sent by telegraph 
to the "Ceylon Observer" by Mr. Benjamin Austin, who was the 
reputed and able correspondent of that journal at Galle for a long 
time. 

The Attorney-General's Department, known as the Queen's 
Advocate's department in the Sixties and until many jears after, 
had a Deputy Queen's Advocate stationed at most of the Provincial 

-towns. Mr. Thomas Berwick was the permanent Deputy at Galle. 
He was on leave in 1861, and Mr. J. Selby held the acting appoint
ment. Mr. Berwick was afterwards the District Judge of Colombo. 
He was also appointed as Commissioner of Assize and Puisne 
Justice of the Supreme Court on several occasions. 

The Government Agent of Galle was in the sixties, as now 
ex-officio Fiscal of the Province, Mr. A. C. de Vos was his able and 
trusted Deputy for a long period. Mr. Don Louis Gunatilleke, 
Mudaliyar, better known as Louis Mudaliyar, was Translator and 
Interpreter, and Mr. Don Martin Abeygunewardene, Muhandiram, 
was Translator and Process Writer. Mr. S. L. M. Ismail was Shroff, 
and Mr. J. C. Herft, was the Jailor. Louis Mudaliyar was father of 
Mr. H. B. Gunatilleke, Mudaliyar, who, years later, held bis father's 
office, and of Mr. Charles Gunatilleke, Muhandiram of the Provin
cial Road Committee, Galle. One of the grand-sons of Lou's Mucla-
Hyar became a District Mudaliyar> and another, Pastor at the 
C. M. S. Church at Cotta. 

I was told of an exciting and amusing incident which took 
place in connection with the Fiscafs Office in the sixties. As far 
as I can recollect the story related to me was to the following 
effeot:—A warrant was received by the Fiscal to arrest the Com
mander of a French man-cf-war lying in the harbour. An officer of 
the Fiscal's Office to whom it was entrusted for execution, accom
panied by peons, proceeded on board the steamer and banded the 
warrant to the Commander. The lat ter after perusing the docu
ment, appeared much provoked and protested against the proceed
ing and questioning its legality, declared that the French Navy 
had the status of French territory. Nothing daunted, the Fiscal's 
officer shewed determination to carry out the order of Court. 
The Commander of the warship, thereupon, threatened to blow up 
the Galle Fort, and gave orders to have the guns on board face the 
batteries. Simultaneously, the drums of the band pealed forth a 
loud and harrowing rat t le , as a precursor of what was to follow. 
Taken quite a-back and alarmed at this sudden and unexpected 
discomfiture, and reckoning that discretion was the better part of 
valour, the Fiscal's officer beat a hurried retreat down the ship's 
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ladder , followed by his men, cal l ing out a t t h e same t ime to his 
boa tmen , galbokhebe hanika adapiyo, (puli away quickly to water
ing-point . ) Wate r ing -po in t is t h e s o u t h e r n boundary .of t h e ha rbour 
nea r Garsfcin-hill. I t was said t h a t t he non-execut ion of t h e w a r r a n t 
saved the Galle F o r t from b o m b a r d m e n t and p reven ted r u p t u r e of 
r e l a t i ons be tween E n g l a n d and F r a n c e ! 

The s tory does not appea r improbab le in t h e l ight of a subse
quen t e v e n t , wh ich occu r r ed also at Galle abou t 20 yea r s la ter . 
The gen t l eman who was t he Deputy Fiscal a t t h e t ime proceeded 
on board a F r e n c h mail s t eamer to a r r e s t a passenger aga ins t whom 
a civil w a r r a n t had been issued by t h e C o u r t . T h e Commander of 
t h e vessel objected to t h e a r r e s t or to a l low the passenger to be 
t a k e n a w a y . Trie Depu ty F isca l r e t u r n e d ashore and repor t ed the 
facts to his chief, Sir J . F . Dickson, T h e l a t t e r , I u n d e r s t a n d , 
b r o u g h t t h e m a t t e r to t h e not ice of G o v e r n m e n t , and in due course 
ao. Ord inance was passed by the Leg i s l a tu re giving the Messageries 
Mar i t ime s t e a m e r s t h e s t a t u s of F r e n c h t e r r i t o r y . 

The S u p e r i n t e n d e n t of Police a t Galle, a t t h e t i m e , was Lieut -
Colonel A. Wa t son , The office was des igna ted Provinc ia l Inspec to r 
and he h a d under h im two Inspec to r s , namely Mr. P . L . Keegel and 
Mr. E. Miskiu. Mr. Keegel was fa ther of Mr. Denn i s Keegel , l a t e r 
I n s p e c t o r of Police, Jaffna. T h e res t of t he staff cons is ted of two 
head cons t ab le s , four se rgean t s a n d for ty- four cons tables . The 
p r e s e n t staff h a s , one S u p e r i n t e n d e n t , m a n y A s s i s t a n t Superin
t e n d e n t s , and Inspec to r s , scores of s e r g e a n t s and h u n d r e d s of 
cons t ab l e s . 

The Telegraph Office a t Galle a t this per iod was qu i t e uncon
nec ted wi th the Post Office. Mr. E. J . Good was in charge of t h e 
office, with Mr. Archibald Kal lar as his clerk. The s ignal lers were 
Mess rs J a m e s Vol lenhoven, J o h n L a l m o n t and Ebenezer A n t h c n i s z . 
Mr. Good hai led from India , and he r e t u r n e d t h i t h e r on his re t i re 
m e n t . Mr. Ke l i a r was fa ther of Mr. A. W. Kel la r , t h e Supe r in t en 
dent of Mi i l s , N .P . , and g r a n d f a t h e r of K e n n e t h , who was more 
r ecen t ly in t he C u s t o m s a n d El l i s w h o was in t h e P o s t and Tele
graph . Mr. L a l m o n t was t h e son of t h e Rev. W. A. L a l m o n t , of t he 
Wes leyan Mission, and Mr. A n t b o n i s z was son of t h e Rev. J o h n 
Antbonisz , also of t be Wes leyan Mission. 

The Medical D e p a r t m e n t in t he Sou the rn Prov ince had a s i ts 
chief, t he Hon 'b l e Doctor Pe t e r Daniel A n t h o n i s z , C.M.G., Colonial 
Surgeon. The fame of Dr. An than i sz as an e m i n e n t phys ic ian and 

DUTCH BURGHER UNION 105 

surgeon was no t l imi ted t o t h e shores of Ceylon. H i s n a m e 
was famil iar in Eu rope and e l sewhere , and classed wi th noted and 
leading medicos of t h e wor ld . He m a d e Galle his home , and was 
very popu la r a m o n g t r ich and poor al ike. All were given a sym
pa the t i c ear to t h e i r ma lad ie s and w a n t s , and no one w e n t away 
from h i m unheeded or d i sappo in ted . As is wel l -known, t h e good 
doctor was also a m e m b e r of t h e Legis la t ive Council for several 
years . The ex is tence to t h e p resen t day of t he beaut i fu l r a m p a r t s 
of t h e Sou the rn capi ta l is due t o h i s s t r o n g advocacy and influence 
at t he Counci l Boa rd . T h e G o v e r n m e n t a t one t i m e suggested t h e 
demoli t ion of t he b a t t e r i e s , and t h e s e a n c i e n t and h i s to r i ca l 
defences of Poin t -de-Gal le would h a v e been a t h i n g of t h e pas t b u t 
for t he good and successful services r ende red in Council by t h i s 
t rue fr iend and g rea t c i t izen of t h e t o w n . 

Very r ecen t ly t h e r e was m u c h ag i t a t ion again over th i s ha rdy 
annua l , b u t r a t i ona l t h i n k i n g has prevai led. 

Dr. J o h n Lof tus , A s s i s t a n t Colonial Surgeon, was also s t a t i oned 
at Galle dur ing t h e s ix t ies . T h e C o m m i s s a r i a t was in charge of 
Depu ty A s s i s t a n t Commissa ry L i eu t . C. R. J o h n s o n , of t he 50th 
Reg iment . Mr. A. E. S m i t h was clerk and s tore-keeper , and Mr. 
J . W i t t e n s l e g e r was second c lerk . Mr. Smi th was f a t h e r of Mr . W. 
A. S m i t h of t h e old Or ien ta l Bank , a n d l a t e r a r e s iden t a t 

. Nugegoda. 

This article is based on the reminiscences of the late Mr. W. 
A. Weinman, and reproduced through the kindness of Mr. li. B. 

: Andree of Galle who has placed the papers in the Editor's 
hands. 
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TRANSLATION FROM BALPAEUS' BOOK 
Translation and Notes 

By PETER BROH1ER 

(Manuscript dated 22nd January 1836 ) 

{Continued from page 61 Vol. XLIl No. 3). 

On the 15th of April 1656 escaped from the stocks of the prison 
Nicolaas de Moura who was taken into custody in consequence of his 
being involved in the affair of the Count de Obidos. Five other indivi
duals also escaped along with him, a part of whom were Europeans. 
At the same time a Serjeant and a private were found to have run over 
to the Enemy. 

. At the Gate Bajuha now appeared a Battery mounted with 5 can
non at the distance of 80 paces which most effectually razed a part of 
the wall which stood in connection with Madre de Deos and St. Sebas-
tiaan; the intensity of this operation was such that no less than 350 
Balls were found to have been projected against it in one day. 

On the 16th an alarm was sounded which caused our Troops to fly 
to Arms and stand guard. Two recruits at this time ran over to the 
enemy and for the absolute want of hewers and labourers to restore 
this work it was necessary that the helping hand of the General should 
have been necessarily plied in cannon with those of the lowest ranks. 

On the 17th of April an additional piece of Artillery was planted 
on the Battery opposite the Gate IZajuha, which in co-operation with 
the others continued to pour their discharges without intermission 
against our wall, which yielding at length to the constant shocks was 
effectually prostrated-, whilst we had not the power of re-building it, 
having long since been utterly unequal to the task of even gathering a 
single Facine for the repair of breaches, such was the effect caused by 
extreme debility resulting from starvation. At this time deserted 
Manoel Fragoso a reformed Captain, who had rendered valuable ser
vices in India, and had spent in like manner a long series of years in 
Ceylon, he was driven to this step from the refusal he met with in his 
claims to being requited with the ordinary considerations in common 
with others since to any of less merit such had been allotted, neither 
could he have obtained the necessaries of life at his own cost and hence 
it was out of mere despair that he was impelled to the necessity of thus 
alienating himself. Likewise went over two of the Indo-Portuguese 
soldiers. At this period the casualties of the Hospital were so very 
dreadfully numerous that the soldiers, horror strack, shrank from 
admission and were thus dying at their respective companies, for in 
fact none that sought refuge in a house ever returned from it such was 
the absolute want of all requisite means within. 
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The Enemy now got the addition of two more ships, a Cutter and a 
Galliot whilst the wretched beseiged during the whole seven months 
had not been benefitted by the arrival of one little boat for their 
relief. 

On the 18th of April the Dutch sent us a letter subscribed by the 
Governor of Gale, M. Adriaan Van der Meyde, the Dutch General 
being dead, and with the view to daunt the courage of our troops, the 
formidable hostile Forces were at once mustered to our view on the lop 
of their entrenchments; but our gallant fellows headed by their con
federacy of five, Alfonso Correct, Joan Ferreira d'Abreiv, Manoel 
Pereira Matoso, Ignatio Fernandes, and Simon Lopes de Basto fol
lowed by Father Damiaan Vieira made a furious sally the same night 
falling upon the hostile entrenchments of the Gate liajuha. On this 
occasion Francisco Asea a reformed superior officer deserted, 

On the 19th Diego de Sousa de Castro conveyed our answer to the 
letter of the Dutch Governor—at the same time ran over the son of 
Manoel de Souza Bigodes. On the 30th another private sort refuge 
among the enemy. The Dutch at this time had suffered severe losses 
from the operations of St, Cms Bastion, at which Hank during the 
whole course of the siege they were carrying on the most vigorous 
hostility, and to which side it seemed ihe Dutch had conceived a mortal 
hatred in resentment of the defeats they met with from the well 
directed operations of Gasper d'Aranjo Pereira, upon whom the Chief 
command of that post devolved after ManoU d Ahreu Godinho had 
been removed to the Wall standing between St. Steven and St. Joan, 
The Commandant of the Town now gave orders for the slaughter of 
1 old Buffaloes that had been broken to the Cart and were usefully 
employed, the beef thus obtained served to refresh the famished 
besieged and afforded them a deal of enjoyment; the hides having been 
chopped for distribution were contended for as dainties. 

On the 2lst of April we beheld at the Gate Hajulia another work 
projecting from the Battery, and terminating at the margin of the lake. 
At this time one of the .enemy's sheels which lighted and burst among 
our men greviously injured five of them mortally wounding the 
superior officer Mano'el Guerreiro, whose valuable exertions had occa
sioned the Dutch considerable loss of lives, for he was a particularly 
skillful marksman. 

. On the 22nd the enemy succeeded in dropping fire into our 
countermine which was successfully suppressed by the expeditious 
measures of the intrepid Joan Ferraon d'Abreu and Simon Lopes de 
Basto, who rushed to the spot under a shower of murderous Balls and 
Grenades. A Topaz now deserted to the enemy this being the first and 
only solitary instance from a numerous body of this class whom we 
found truly wedded to our interest, since the major part of them proved 
to be of unshaken faith with the Portuguese, under the greatest trials 
sven unto death, 
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On the 23rd Father Damiaan Vidro, accompanied by Joan 
d'Abreu, Joan Pereira: well affected of St. Thome, Simon Lopes De 
Basto, Manoel Gorrea, Manoel, Pereira Maioso, Sebastiaan Rodrigues, 
Ignatio Fernandas, Joseph Coelho, and Manoel Fereira Gomes ven
tured a sally, and having crossed over the lake at a very early hour 
attempted to throw down the adverse impalement, but after a brisk 
interchange of shots they found themselves obliged to fight their way 
back thro' a numerous hostile party who had environed them to cut off 
their retreat. 

On the 24th of April sailed away a dhony which served as a Packet 
Boat, and the enemy braced its battery once more against the Bastion 
St, Steven and the Gate Rajuha, and as the Town wail now lay pros
trate the houses unavoidably became exposed to the furious ravages of 
the hostile operations. 

On the 25th the enemy planted 2 additional pieces at the extreme 
end of the entrenchment trending to St. Steven. At this period 
Raphael de Torres also affected his escape from prison. The affairs 
of this person had not the prospect of being settled even in the period 
of three years owing to the want of means of solving the claims against 
him. 

Cn the 26th of April the operations against the defences St. Jan, 
and St. Steven, and Madre de Deos were continued from the batteries 
with unabated vigour. On this day the remains of 9 Portuguese were 
collectively committed to the ground in one grave; and the average 
number of daily burials in this manner was between 5 and 6 for the 
burial places hardly afforded free space in consequence of the very 
large number already committed.. At this time the equivalent of a 
Candy of rice* was 2,500 seraphims or Guilders, and that of a Candy 
of Wheat 3400 Guilders, and the person that could obtain them at these 
rates considered himself the roost favoured son of fortune. Mothers 
were now driven to the necessity of abandoning their tender offsprings 
which they threw down in the thoroughfares because their breasts 
refused to yield the sustenance required—the more wealthy of the 
ladies were constrained to barter their best jewels for a little measure 
of rice, and yet there were individuals found who were not diffident-
in availing themselves of such bargains. In the midst of these great 
trials however the most illustrious example resulted from the conduct 
of Manoel Marques Gorjaan, one of the Town Commandants whose 
undaunted courage displayed in this warfare, rendered him well 
worthy the surname of a PoHugesehen Alexander: the liberality with 
which he had dispensed all his substance can never be too highly 
appreciated, for had he yielded to the temptation of converting into 
cash the stock of grain within his control, he had easily seemed for 
him a fortune of many a thousand Crusades, but all this was freely 
administered to the wants of the people engaged in the war with the 
sole view of defending the place for his Sovereign. An alarm now 
sounded at Mapane near the Rajuha Gate. 

* A Candy or 500 lbs of rice gives 20 Parraks, 
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On the 27th of April deserted over to the enemy a Sergeant of the 

Company of St- Jago—another hostile entrenchment was now seen 
. trending from the Battery near Rajuha Gate to St. Sebastiaan, the bat
teries were continuing their operations without a moments inter
mission ; but Father Damiaan Vieiera in concert with seven other 
heroes sallied out at night and falling on the enemy's entrenchment 
brought away the implements with which they had been working and 
Simon Lopes de Basto by means of his Bacamarte levelled to the earth 
two of the hostile scouts. Our skirmishers at length regained the cover 
of our wall in the midst of a dense cloud of smoke mingled with a 
shower of bullets which the enemy had in the interim sent over them. 

On the 29th two of our scouts returned home bringing the certain 
Intelligence of the death of the Dutch General Hulft as well as of their 
Naval Commander in Chief *. There arrived at the same time a Bark t 
carrying three guns which brought over the Fiscal or Receiver 
General, 

At 4 in the morning our troops sounded an alarm by the uninter
rupted discharge of cannon and musketry mingled with the beat of 
drums and clang of trumpets and every other instrument commonly 
made use of on such occasions of warfare. 

On the 30th ventured out of the Town Father Damiaan Vieiera, 
Simon Lopes de Basto, Joan Pereira well affected of St. Thome, 
Alphonso Correa, Sebastiaan Rodrigues and Joseph Coelho, in order to 

' reconnoitre the work with which the Dutch appeared to be occupied 
in the trenches or Ditch. They were seen at the distance of ten paces 
having near them certain plaited work for offensive operation well 
put together. A skirmish now ensued between the two parties, the 
Dutch fighting from their entrenchments, while our men braved the 
contest bare-breast. 

On the 1st of May an overture emanated from the Dutch for the 
mutual exchange of Prisoners. On the 2nd we replied to it naming 
the individuals whom we desired might be restored to us transferring 
to them accordingly eight of their men who survived those who had 
been taken Prisoners on the occasion of the late storm. The enemy on 
their part restored to us a corresponding number—this done their 
operations immediately recommenced at the Batteries with redoubled 
energy, the mortars proceeding to thunder most dreadfullv with pro
fuse discharges of stones over us, 

On the 3rd at about 7 o'clock went forth Father Damiaan Vieiera 
with Joan d' Abreu and Simon Lopes de Basto to gather the cannon 
balls which lay at the skirt of St. Steven, for the enemy picked them 
during night. Father Vieiera and Simon Lopes proceeded once more 
over night accompanied by two others with intent to overturn certain 
of the hostile works, but were obliged to return without attaining their 
object; on this day two of our soldiers dropped over to the enemy. On 
the 4th at noon Father Vieiera. Simon Lopes, Francisco Valenie dos 

* Dirk Ogel who was second in command of the fleet. 
t With intalligoace of the "Portuguese Armada being blockaded at Tuticoreeu, 
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Campos, Antonio Madeira and Join 'Pereira the well inclined of St. 
Thome, Manoel Pereira Maloso, Alfonso Correo, Manoel Fereira 
Gomes, Manoel Nuguera Fereira and Thome Fereira Leteh having 
sailed out pressed forward their contest bare breast against the hostile 
Batteries which had nearly been completed by the enemy over against 
the front work of St. Steven, St. Sebastiaan and Madre de Deos. They 
actually treaded the batteries and th rew down the Palmyrah rivetments 
and Fascines. The Dutch fell upon our men in a vast body who were 
at length routed with the loss of a considerable number among whom 
was also a superior officer whose burial took place with the military 
ceremony of three volleys of musketry. Our men mastered the Port 
levelling and destroying all the hostile works, £m?reabout and having set 
fire to the Palmyrah rivetments, brush woodland Fascines returned in 
t r iumph to the Town. 

On the 5th another sally was undertaken by Ignatio Fernande$> 
Manoel de Santiago Garcia, Sebastiaan Rodrigues and Joan Perera 
de Lago, accompanied by Father Damiaan Vieira who was never 
behind on such occasions, and having searched the field to reconnoitre 
the enemy where it was told they were to be found returned without 
coming across any of them-

On the 7th of May at six o'clock A.M. immediately after a shower 
of rain (an uncommon occurrence in this season) the enemy ventured 
an assault on the St. Jan Bastion which was commanded by Don Diego 
de Vasconcelhos and where remained only two schoolboys Don Cons
tantino de Menses and Diego Jagues both under 14 years of age, since 
the bulk of the fighting men had now been buried, for in the last two 
months the Casualties of the Hospital had exceeded four hundred in 
number so that we were as thought absolutely abandoned and our 
succour effectually hemmed in at Tutecoryn—whilst in Goa there ap
peared to prevail a sway of wanton and luxurious sport, with endea
vours leading to the derangement of the constitution. The enemy hav
ing succeeded in rushing upon the St. Jan Bastion dispatched its com
manding officer as well as the two schoolboys, but not before the 
former as became an illustrious nobleman, like the fierce lion when 
surrouned in chase, had offered the most heroic resistence amid a thick 
circle of assailants. The enemy having now mastered the Bastion 
wheeled our own Guns towards the streets of the Town, spreading 
death and destruction among such of our parties who were hastening to 
offer succour and relief. The preservation of the second Bastian now 
became an object of more circumspectful guard from whence Manoel 
Figeiros, caused the destruction of a vast body of the Hollanders, with 
two pieces of Artillery which he managed personally to discharge—the 
enemy now took re-inforcements calling to their aid the myriads of the 
(Jingalezen who proceeded to pour over us swarms of darts which with 
the close discharge of firearms proved so distressful to us that the 
Hollanders succeeded in capturing the second Bastion also and thence 
descending with all expedition from the four corners gained the princi
pal entrance or the head knol of the streets. Here they were received 
by Antonio De Melho De Castro, commandant of the Town, Diego de 
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Souza De Castro, Father Antonio Nu?ies of the College of Jesus, 
Sebastiaan Hodrigues, Joan Pereira the well inclined of ht. Thome, 

•Vecente De Silva, Francisco Valenie dos Campos, Alfonso Correa, 
Sebastiaan Pereira, Joan Ferraon D'Abrev, Anthonio De Magalha-
nes, and a novitiate ensign of Alia, with these,' few in number but 
prodigious in strength and valour the Dutch were pretty nigh brought 
to a strait. The Portuguese Alexander, MancU Marques Gorjaan 
after having laved the streets with the stream of life, and bestressed 
them with the dead of the enemy, now rushed in single combat with 
a Dutch superior officer who among the rest 'had attracted attention by 
his gigantic stature. Our hero at the onset discharged a pistol, the ball 
of which penetrated the breast of his opponent, but this temerity how
ever cost him his life, for notwithstanding the severe wound already 
received by the Commandant of the Town' the other, thrust h im with 
rapiers which were lying at his feet which provoked him to such a 
degree that he caused the enemy to be driven back. The Commandant 
being severely wounded assembled all his men. The Dutch meanwhile 
rallied again and advanced on us for the fifth time, but were as often 
repulsed by the Chief Superior Officer Antonio De Melho De Castro 
with but a handful of Portuguese under h im. At length all being with 
one heart determined either to die or conquer our par ty made a bold 
rash on the enemy, and breaking through their lines regained the 
first Bulwark, and the first who mounted it was Antonio De Magal-
hanes. 

Immediately after this, the casement with the last Bastion, was 
also regained, The contest at this crisis becoming more furiously in
volved in fire and flames there was occasion for the display of a greater 
degree of valour, for the Hollanders being dislodged and turned beyond 
the Bastion had the wall for their parapet and hence kept up their 
frightful firea without intermission using some of our own pieces of 
Artillery which they had mastered, whilst our men responded with 
two pieces from the new Bulwark with fire pots blazing in countless 
numbers, so that for a good while an uninterrupted and counfounded 
scene of fire and smoke ensued resembling a scene of the infernal re
gions. On this occasion we received very material and opportune co
operation from the Generals Antonio de Souza Coutinfto^ and Fran
cisco de Melho De Castro with the issuing of such orders and instruc
tions, on the Couras, or SiXavier, as were suitable for the occasion, 
as well as the sweeping losses which they caused to the enemy by the 
well directed discharge of the Artil lery pieces from that defence, which 
they loaded and fired off with their own hands. Signal assistance was 
likewise rendered by the Ecclesiastics Frei Philippe and Frei Pedro de 
Castelhranco, Augustines, the latter having continued to pay particular 
attention to the alarms of the enemy in the whole duration of the 
siege, at the same t ime inspiring our men" with courage suited for all 
occasions. "This corflict proved the severest of any heard of in the 
East, and must appear so, in particular, when the circumstances under 
which the besieged held out are viewed; and considering also that it 
was a handful of the sick wounded and famished that so resolutely 
withstood and t r iumphed over the most overpowering charges, even 


