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'WATERWAYS WHICH HAVE MADE HISTORY.

 The éahals-of Ceylon, built by the Dutch over two hundred and: -

fifty years ago, are not merely a romantic link with the past, but are
‘also among the things of reposeful beanty leff by o past civilization

-which knew not the speed and hustle of these troubled times. They

“are still, though in a restricted way, bemg maintained ag commereial

AN

-~ Few people living today in C'eyl(')n- have travelled by boat along
these man-made canals which passthrough some of the most picturesque

cparts of the lIow-country, through hill-and glade, jungle and ﬁeld-—_

open to the sky, intersected by rivers and losing themselves in- pa}m

'frmged lagoons of a beauty which only the tropics know.

The'caual gystem in this country, has however, in the. past five

‘decades fallen increasingly into disuse owing to competition by railway

and road transport. - Here, unlike in the highly canalised countries, .
guch as Holland, Belgium and Franece, no effective attempt has been. .
nade by the Government to afford protection. to waber-trapsport by
canal ag@inst the competition of modern methods of trangport, In faet,. -

‘by building the railway to Puttalam so cloge to the Negombo-Puttalam
. canal,the Government virtnally killed canal-trangport. - So near ig the
. railway to the canal that the vibrations from the rail road were found .

to seriously affect the walls of the latter.

‘can compete with the railway. Where they do not, they merely afford”

= pleagant boating excurgions to a few enterprisirg persons. In 1905
- there were 163 miles of canal maintained by (fovernment. - Today, a

- very ingignificant s1Hn of money i8 expended annually in- de-silting
. about 125 miles. - :

From the commereial point of view, the most important- canal in

" 'the Island is the San Sabastian:Canal. - It originates from the Kelani -
77 Ganga, near Victoria Bridge, and winds its way through Halftsdorp t6 = -
" the Beira Lake, and thencé from the lLake to the Harbour. An

enormous amount of copra and rubber, fibre and bricks, is bronght -
aléng this canal from the Kelani Valley dist_ricts. Congidering its very

-~

. ‘It follows therefore, that in this country canals and water-ways as AT
“"a méans of transport exist more or less only on sufference where they
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small length, more money is épent annually in the maintenance of thig
than on any other Waterway, It has to be dredged throught-out the
vear to prevent silting and the formation of sand-banks, which

periodically hold up traffic.

Another important link in the system, is the Colombo to Bo]goda'
canal. Tt iz 16 miles long, and links up through rivers and lagoons
with the Kalutara Digtrict. But the longest and mosf used canal is that
which originates in the Kelani Ganga at Hendala and terminates at
Puttalam. Fleets of padda boats ply along it from morn until night, with
copra, and country-grown paddy, arecanut and fibre, Inthe boom days,
the traffic was exceedingly, heavy, and the voices of the boatmen counld

_be beard ginging far into the night as they strained at the barge-poles

with which they propelled their boats along the water. Now cne’

only occasionally sees a paddy boat on this stretch, The walls have
eollapsed in several sections, and the banks have eroded to the wash of
" water raiged in the wake of a passmg hoat.

One point generally overlooked, ig that apart from the nsefniness:

of these canals of the maritime provinces ad a means of cheap transport,
they offer gteady employment to a considerable body of men who in
- point of physique and independence of character are a romantie throw.
back to an age when this was the staple means of transport for the
commerce of the low-country,

Even more recently a new menace confronts the authorities whose

duty it ig to keep the canals in some sort of order. Motor-boat clubs,

and week-and excursions by speed-boat, are becoming a feature, and
thig type of craft ig'taking the place of the slow-moving padda boat,
The violent back-wash they cauge which the ¢ld canal was never meant
to conterd with, has caused the banks to sag into the canal more than
At ever did before.

Obviously, an increased voie for maintenance is esgsential, and much

more attention to these waterways seems called for, if the highspeed
craft referred to, is to be permitted to use them. There have heen

frequent complainty from the few padda boatmen who still ply on -

these canals, and some prodding by debates in the old State Council, but
little hag been done to meet changing conditions., It may happen that
the popularlty of the waterway as o meéans of getting to Negombo will
resnult in the development of a regular motor launch service in the
fature, and similar difficulties may arise in the Colombo-Bolgoda and
the Bolgoda-Galpotha Canals, where speed motor boats as a-means of
recreatlon are beginning to become evident.

u

An intriguing story is told of a speed-merchant, who had made it a-

hobby to speed along the canals in the Kalutara Distriet in a 40 h. p.

motor boat. He wad doing his bit on one of the canals, when he wag

abruptly stopped on hisreckless career. Pitched headlonginto shallow
water, he gubsequently discovered that his pet eraft wasa total wreck,
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The cauge of the calamity was a small rock below the surface. The
Irate racing motorist is believed to have complained to the P, W, D,
engineer, accusing him of neglect, inefficiency and incompetence. We
can merly presume that the official reply was to the effect that commer-
cial waterways are not maintained for the use of speed boats.

If the old Dutch canalg of Ceylon are te be saved for the future, it
geems very clear that they should be prohibited for use by motor
lannches or speed-boats, until their present limited depth and width
have been adjusted for eraft propelled at great speeds. To say thai they.
have out-lived their utility, would merely lend itself to admiiting (hat
apresent generation failg to appreciate the value which other ¢-untries
place on inland waterways, both from a scenlc and. economic point of
assesgment. -

It seems appropriated to conclude these observations with the
remarks made by the then Governor, when he declared open the
Chilaw railway.  His Excellency said: “'I cannot help thinking that
in their enthusiasm for a railway, our friends of Chilaw have been alittle
unimndful of the magnificent work which was done for the whole of
the Low-country Districts by those who built the canals. which have
now been turned aside. I am perfectly certain, that if the canals had
not been in existence, we ghonld not have been privileged to witness the
gplendid prosperity which it is cur privilege to see today; and although
we know that the railway is no doubt a much more efficient, and. much
more certain means of communication than the canal, yet we must not
forget the services that have been rendered by the canal, and especially;
the gervices of those who built the canal, and who are responsible for
the progperity of this digtrict ™.

1t is 8trange that the railway to Chilaw is there no more. But the
patient padda-boat man still gings hig songs, as he treads the tow-path
and pulls hig craft along the sluggish waters mtermlttenﬂy hlocked hy

sand-bar and silt.

lﬁe objects of the Union shall be :

To prepare and publish a memorial history of the
. Dutch in Ceylon, descriptive of their social life and
customs, their- methods of administration, and the
influence of these upon existing instifutions in the

Lsland,
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IMPRESSIONS OF A TRiP TO EUROPE
SEVENTY FIVE YEARS CAGD

-

Compiled from a series of notes lent
by Miss Grace Van Dort

{Continued from Vol. XLV, No.2 & 3)
Continuning her narrative, Nellie Siebel, our téénage diarist éays —

““We reached the Bternal City in the afternoon after a pleasant
journey by train. As we neared Rome, the first feature to catch my
attention were the Agqueducts T had. go disliked reading about in our
Roman history in school. 1 was so glad to see these bridges in reality,
with moss and fern growing -in their grevices, A - Catholic fither
whom we knew in Ceylon was waiting at the terminus station to greet
ug, and then, we all got into a large omnibug and drove to the Hotel
de la Minerva where we had the run of the building to ourselves and
wera thoroughly at home. It so happened that the very day we
arrived was the anniversary of the foundation ef Rome, 0 after dinner,
we were taken to see the grand old - Colosseum which was illuminated
in commemoration of the event. The place was crowded with people
and we could barely get a vantage point to look round. Very fortu-
nately for us an Ttalian artist whom we got to know in Ceylon—who
wasg very kindly piloting us around Rome, coducted us to a cottage
which overlooked the Forum and Colosseum. J¥rom here we were
able to get a wonderful view of the crowds and the vari-coloured
lights which illuminated the greatest Roman amphi-theatre,

‘There followed another round of wvisits to Churches in Rome,
Our Ceylon maiden nnder a Presbyterian influence and lacking the
longsightedness and balance incident %o age, seems to have viewed these
venerabed hisborical institulions with a eritical eye of her own. Men-
tioning 5. Peters, the greatest chureh in the world, she adds: " I need
not degeribe that magnificent building, for my ideas would contrast with
those any guide-book mentions. Si. Peter’s toe looked, paintully flat and
wagted. The devout Catholics were kissing it as they passed, and I

helped by carrying Nell to permlt her o do so too as she wag, too little .

fo do so by hergelf.”

T liked 8t Paul’s ” she writes, which was beyond the bridge. To
get to it we drove through fields of daisles which I saw for the firgs time,
and Father Cingolani very kindly stopped the carriage and gathered some
- for me. Everybhing about St. Paul’'s had & new lock. The four mala-
chite pillars swrrounding the altar were worth a sight.,”
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* We. drove the same evening to Monte Pincio, We stopped the
carriage alongside a parapet wall to listen to a band which was playing ;
then drove over the placé and admired =all that was prefty and
uneomion,” :

“The next day Nellie ran in to say that they were going to St.
Peters to hear o mass by a great Cardinal, affer which they would go to
the Vatican picture galleries, In a roomin the latter, T found a young
lady copying the head of one of the horses belongmg to Pharcah's
chariots, from a picture which ghowed them pursuing the Israelites.
T could not think what there.was in thal head to induee her to sketeh 1t
She cerbainly did nob appear o appreeinte our intrugion. Of course it is
usual to hear every one who vigits these galleries say the same thing—
that the pictures were splendid, magnificent, exquisite...] had neither
the time, nor the judgement, to clafss.][y any of the pictures I saw, and

~ finding thom all alike, T hurried out with - the others 1nto a fong corridor

overlocking a largé garden.”

The very phrase: ' neither the time nor the judgement -establishe's ‘
the out-right character of our diarist. It would indeed be pleasant to

" see a, narrabive by -her after she grew up. DBub despite her forthright
- expression of disinterest in-art she has more to say aboub a picture and

an artist: ** Our guide told us that a room opening in the corridor was
the private studio of a reputed artist, who wasallowed to de his painfings
there. Peeping in, I saw a picture on the eagel whieh we learnt had
been done for a gentleman for £ 400...and this man had died just as the
picture was complebed leaving the artist at a logs about it. The picture

 itself was nothing very much so far as ideas went, and it was a small
- gne too. It was of a farmyard but the colouring was perfect and the

birde especially sesemed quite alive. The back-ground and sky were most
offective and had a degree of warmth and shade which only an Ifalian
goehe could produce, 'There were some other pletures I admired very
much.”

Fven that treasure house of the world, the Sistine Chapel, one of
the greatest ,qlol les of Rome, hag evoked nomeore than a remark lacking
in in gravity: I found several people there and wasg specially interes-

- ted a group of ladies, who were 1 have little doubi, Hpglish. 1t was

painful to watch them craning their necks and trying their eye-sight
with or without the aid of opera glasses. [ looked at them, then up at,
the ceiling for « few minutess.then again at them with pity, and left
the place.”

Two or three days later, we got ready to go to the Vatican to be
presented to His Holioness the Pope. The ladies, and all of ug girls,

 wore black dresses and black lace veils draped on our heads; mantilla

fashion, and set off in two landaus, -1 dare say we would not have had
this private audience if not that Mr. van Langenberg of our party wag
taking a purse of St. Peter'’s Pence {o present to His Holiness’ -



. iy .
" not. . N E
. “ Recovering our composure we regained our spimtsAf;:nd i;ogg
- .‘ 3 . .- » v . era O
were jesting and laughing over every trivial subjec _
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" We knew the way up to the Vatican well énough by this. Climb-

y i hich was a body of

ing numerous steps, we came to a C.OI'I‘ld‘OI' in whic
IS\Eiss 'guards. 1 had the infinite satisfaction of seeing them‘preisenlz
arms to ug as honoured guests. Then, a Ma_ster of Ceremonies (t)ﬁ 4
charge of us, and led us into a large room which i];: lat?ir lear}:t ;Zi?n ede
i i ' : k a seat, and as 1 ,

neral audience chamber We gach too , . '

lglilding our breath, we looked fearfully about dat every door ar%)d m}(l)vllr}%
curtain, expecting His Holiness to appear aisany moment—Dbuat he di

time someone came up and asked ug to f_ollo.wY h]m“*‘*\vl’lll‘.f}c}ll we “?;c
course did. After a tonr throuh se_veral roOms z.m(li corri Ofls(,:.f 0
entered a long, airy, and cool room with a red curtaln‘ at pfpe en with.
An official T took to be a general,dg(c)lt 1;JLp 11}1 _gélzleeato ;n(ég;:; nlﬁﬁcepurple
] ronaments, and attended by a Prin ‘
-;?lf??big,d \\?ere introduaced to us, angl we were ushered to some (calhaﬁ;i
placed along the wall. In my excltexneqt, I n_early_sa}t or}ta re o
ornamented with gold cord left on my chair ; but noticing it, care ¥

lifted and depocsited it on the chair next to mine, thinking it belonged -

181 “Whe @ sternation when I later
. a voung Monsignore. -What Was my con w! .
;cc)nm% outgthat His ‘Holiness would pick 1t_ up_an,c} cover hig head wq;.
it before going away—I wasg g0 near erushing it !

i lled agide. I saw
* Presently a bell rang, and the curtains were pu c. _
a lonngit “of ghe same room, at the end of vslrhlch was g, ra.,;;eda Siz::i]g
d with crimson. There was & table also covere wi
g(l)()‘:la’xreon the daig, and by it a chair. By the table, ar}d in t!le actf of
placing z little golden bell on it, there stood a ﬁgpre, with delicate acg
and white hair, dressed in simple creamy white rohe a,'nd a cape. 'Oc]
" broad-cloth., He wore a gold chain and & cross round his neck, an
a pair of red and gold slippers on his feet. This venerable ﬁgu_r.e wag
His Holiness the Pope.” ) \ goine
“ ; i se—the younger one
We were ranked two according to age :
first with TFather Cingolani in charge. The elders, also in doublt_e (tli}g,
were behind. We were told to do exactly ag Father Cingolani 11 .
Advancing, at every three paces we b_ent a knee, and that too_k p ﬁqe
ahout half a dozen times, our last being at the foot of‘the&(_ials. is
Holinesg advanced and extended-his hanE(} ﬁn a_ﬁni(;lx' of . ;x;}::sclri 1:;'::@3
i with a magnificent amethyst: ollowing the others, :

rélx'ngi-:fﬁer touched the lovely gem with my lips, noticing the %elchc_xte.
white hand with the blue veins showing: then roge up and 'sl:(?o'j in a}f
gemi-cirele which was being formed. Little Nell had the privilege l?
gtanding by the side of Hig Holiness, who held her hand in his the
whole time.” - .

“Mr. van Tangenberg presented the purse. from Ceylon, and .

" Father Cingolani read an address. His Holiness next spoke, very

simply and in feehle tone, calling us all his children, and showing less -

bigotry than many another of a more profesgedly tolerant sect, Fath'er
Cingolani wag interpreter for us.” .

cool placs.”

Don’t come in.” Don’t come in!!
- a dignitary from the Palace who had come to visit ‘us stood

commotion was, but as the men of our party were out they w
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““While these ceremonial proceedings were going on, I conld not
help noticing to my horror that mama wag getting hysterical, I
whispered mogt appealingly to her to control hergelf, Hven Iittle
Nell who was opposite, frowned heavily at mama and kept looking.
" wnutterable things—venturing in an undertone : Dont Mrs. Siebel 1"
Fortunately for us the speeches were over and thig was happening at -
the repeated performance of bending the knee and kigsing the ring in
tairewell ;. and while I feared that at any moment the Pope’s righteous
wrath would fall on Mama, T was' re-assured to find that His Holiness
was busy blessing numerous articles which some of the party wished
to take hack for themselves and friends in Ceylon.”

" We retired in a more comfortable, and to my mind, more
dignified way than we entered. and in the ante-chamber we were told

- His Holiness wished to give us a parting benediction, We all there-

. fore went down on our knees ‘while His Holiness passed by with hig
hat on and his garments carried by some attendanis follawed by a hody
of the Bwiss guards. Mr. Joseph vowed he would never have hig beard
cut as His Holiness held it in blessing him, We next drove to a
photographers and had a group taken in. which we are shown in our
apparel which each one wore on that occagion.”

The next day being a Sunday, there is an entry : I went to an

* American ‘Episcopal Church where the services were conducted very
much agin other places. On our way back we passed the baths of
Caracalla, but I never cared to go and see that, or the Catacombs. I
did some shopping in the Corso and saw gloves being made. That
evening, we visited the Hotel Costuzi - a'larger hotel than ours, We
went through many of the rooms and I got into a 1ift for the first time,
Just to see what it was like. We went into a garden next and sat there
while the Manager gathered ng some flowers. There was a pretty
little fountain playing near us, and we were reluctant to leave the

“Three front - rooms “of our hotel were occapied by the three
families. " Besides we had a richly furnished drawing room, and
another room adjoining it which served ag a general sitting room.
Mrs Joseph ugnally retired to this room every day for her siesta—but
.1 could never uriderstand why she thought it necesgary to change into
her night dress every afterncon. She Jnight have worn even her
dregging gown. WeI]__, obe day, as'usual she wag soon fast asleep and
we girls were having 2 chat near one of the windows, Suddenly, we
heard a sharp knoek at the deor—which to our horror was not locked
and iurning saw it opened from outside before we conld rush up and.
bolt it. In walked our friend, the artist we had known in Ceylon.’
Little Nellie had the presence of. mind to rush up to him with cries of:

It took seme time to ward him off:
by explaining that Mrs Joseph wag sleeping. All this happened while

watching
from the half-opened doorway, He must have wondered what- the

ent away,

N
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We had a hearty laugh to think how the Viscount (for we ware sure he

wag no legs than that) had so-nearly migged seeing Mrs Joseph in her

mght gown,'

“Rarly in May we left Rome f(}r Florence blddm,q adleu to our | " ;

friend and general adviser Father Cingolani. We all were very gorry

‘to part from him and the farewell we bade him must have béen most
. pictnresgue to the onlopkers. We had during our stay in Rome met = .-
hig Capuchin-monk brother who was a decided blonde and very nice. :
old man, Also hig sister: Dina, who was most affectionate and kind
to ng all. She knew French slightly, but sornehow we managed to get
on very well as far as conversation went. “We reached Florence at - -

dusk, and went to a very nice hotel overlooking the river Avno.”

“The races were on at the time and as Pa had tickets for the

" enclosure we all went in a drag as the races were held out of town.
The race-course was an immense green marked with iron rails on -
either side, and the people on foot, in carriages drid on horse-back all =

stopped along the rails. There were some exceedingly pretly young
ladies in the landeans, and they seemed to helowg to the elite of the
Florentives. [ felt too tired to visit the picture galleries in F¥lorence.
* I seemed to have a surfeit of pictnres since I landed in Kurope.” - -

“The next day we set out for Venice, and got there after a hot

day’s drive feeling tired, scoty and dusty, When I first saw the

gondolas at the landing, I wag rather disappeinted. as they looked so ~
funereal in their dull black appearance, and the water looked so glimy.

Tt wag different when we gtepped inte an uncovered gondola and were
taken to the Grand.Hotel, which I wag pledsed to know wag one. of
the best, or the begt there. The rooms were nice enoug,h bul no
sooner had Mrs,#J. settled in, she got an ague fit.”

Degeribing the table d’ hote, where they were grouped with some
English folk visiting the Continent, our diarist recounts that one
evening they had three gisters geated vis-a-vig, who were voung, and
one of them rather prefty. Apparently, they displayed thattraditional
cold reserve which is go char %teustlc of their race until they got to
know people well, for she writes : ' They did not wear even the ghost

of a smile while talking to each other, and there was'ni even the -

gemblance of a pleasant gleam in their cold eves, which rested. very
enquiringly on us. My brain was busy at work to devise a plan to
animate thege creations in mardble, and as I was coming to my wits end.
the little girl of our party unconsciously eame to the rescue.” :

“We were just being served with roast quail on silver skew'er:s'_j
Nell seemed bent on pulling the gkewer out, when suddenly, and to our’

horror, the vroasted bird slipped off her plate in the contest and vanig-
hed under the table with Nell who instantaneously followed it in jack-
in- the box fashion. . There was breathless consternation all around us,

more g0, when she made her reappearance, holding the bird in trinmph
in her hand and proceeded to place it back on her plate. But'1 wag .

rewarded, for,’lo and behold, looking up. I saw each statue before me
“wearing a smile which gradually broadened, and ended in all of ug
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burstmg into unconhro}able langhter. - The bird was not eaten after
all that effort, but it did certalnly contribute to making us all a more
m1rthful party.”

géeiug statuds in the nude: * We visited Doge’s palace one noon,. and

© there we had a repetition of pietures and a surfeit of tapestry. When

the men expressed their. intention to see some rooms containing statues,
we resolutiely refused.to move remembering otir adventure in Naples, so
sat on n flight of stone steps and chattered until they returned, We
weht into some famoug old Ilbmry too, and it was from one of its larga‘
Wmdows that I had a close-up view of the Bridge of Sighs.”

' Tl}? day after the party arrived at Venice happened to be Ascensxon '
day: " We were fortunate enough " gays the disrist, “to see the
wonderful clock which only goeg through all'its performances, once a

- year ot Ascension day.  We heard several houre strike, and watched :

firgt two brags giants strike the hour with hammers on a huge bell,
and underneath them, a figure of the vikgin Mary seated with the
infant on.her lap. Next we saw a door open on our left, as we stood
facing the clock, and three figures representing the Magi appear.

- Thesge pass in front do obesance to the infant Christ, and then pass out
by a door on the right.”

“1did not care to vigit a.ny more churches,” she writes, but

: 'captwated by the beauty of Venitian beads went into.a bead manufact-

ory one day: “ 1 saw glass being spun, and how beads were made. We

. each got a necklace of blue beads done there Wlth our initials in white.”

Getting back to commonplace, ‘gshe writes ' Every night, during the
three days we spent in Venice, we nged to go to 8t. Mare’s Square, and.

. hear a military band play. All the beds on the Continent had looge

gprings to my disgust, and they are so high geneially as to be raiher
1rconmmemt to climb into.” She explains that she solved he problem .

* by taking a run every mght and by sprmgmg into the bed sta
bound ”

The party would appear to have left Venice early one mormng

. Everything geems to go down in the diary, so we read: “It was

drizzling and we were obliged to have:the hooded gondolag under which

1 was very reluctant. to git.” The next stop waé at Milan, and is passed

over with the pithy remark : ' I wag too lazy I suppose, or perhaps it

~was because I could not manage to doso; I saw nothing much of

Milan, and the next place on our route was not more favoured. It was
ramy and damyp, so I did not care to stir ont.”

Referrmg to theu‘ companions at the table @’ hote, at Venlce ‘she -
says ‘ We met the statnesque young ladies at the . anm Station. the -
morning we.left that place, and they all looked very amiable ag if they
recognised us at least, We were told that at the two- -way station

. Modane, wheré one had to change trajns, our things might be searched,
We were taklng g0 many watches belonging to Ceylon friends to be
, _repaxred in England, so we thought it best to wear one each, including

-

Here ig' another passage - reca,lhng the embaragsment she felt in, - .
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* the children. Bome of the extra rings, necklaces etc were worn
underneath our Ulsters ete. When we got there we each meekly
handeéd our handbags and other little boxes, but the officials were
exceedingly good to us and scarcely opened a single bag of ours. 1
remarkad how one of them opened the handbag of an English lady and
looked. into it while ghe stood by  feeling anything but as serene ag
myself e

“The connectmg train was ready in about half an hour -and we
nearly lost our fathers and brothers in the party by cne lot of us, either
they, or we, having got into the train which was going to Geneva.
Somehow ii came io be known soon.enough and the right carriage was

entered at the last moment. We later heard that our gentlemen went.

into a compartment into which two English ladies stepped in. I
believe one of our people suggested to the latter the advisibility of
going into another compartment where there were ladies, especially ag

the journey was to be a Iong one. The elder lady asserted her rights. '

as a true Britisher but the younger one whispered a few sengible and
seeming remarks to her companion, which made her vigse. Gracefully
the two ladies left the six men in possession, thinking dizerétion the

better part of valour. We went on for a few hours and then stopped
at a station where we get down and walked to cur numbeéred bunks. - :

After the train had started again, it was quite dark and by 8§ o’clock
we prepared to make ourselves cotiifortable for the night by takmg
" off our hats and loogening our collars:”

“Mrs. V. however, made herself comfortable in every way. _She _

had-armed herself with a parcél in which she had her dressing gown
and slippers, she yndressed, wore the above articles and fell fast alseep
with parted lips, “in utter contentrment. We were in a first clags
compartment and had to sleep bolt upright thotugh Mrs. V. took up the
gpace of two and reclined to advantage. About midnight the train

" gtopped at a gtation and it seems some voung fellows amused themselves -

ai the window of our carriage and an ancommon sight we did present
I have no doubt; Mrs. V. being nearest tie window. Some footwarmers

were thrust in, to my great diggust, as we did not feel ccld oreven coeol.

- and our poor avah made herself comfortable by pushing away some of

these foot warmers and laying down between them at our feet. I-

" wonder if she dreamed she wag in purgatory.”

“ Harly next morning I opened my eyes to gee it wag dawn and

the word “"snow”’ greeted my ears very pleasantly ag'at the same tive
I felt cool and nice. I went to the window and peered through glim-
mering light at the gnow which wag being rolled down the sides of the
hrills owing-to a thaw in some places. We had ‘pasged’ throngh the

famons Lenis Tunnel the day previous of courge. We reached Paris -
‘at 6 o'clock feeling sleepy and dusty and it was with infinite pleasure .
I looked forward to a bath. We went in an omnibusto the Hotel 8t

James in the Rue St Honore. After our baths which we all enjoved

very much, I had a strol] that evening through the Rue de  Rivoli and -

enjoved the sights very much, The dolls especially took my fancy—
they were so beautiful and dresged as oily Paris dolls are. dressed,
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- “The next day I went into the Twillerics gardens ete. and the day
following I had a drive in the Champs de Elysees and Boig de Bologne,
- There were about 2000 carriages and the people assembled in  crowds
almost. It wasa pretty sight to see some cf the peopls str etched or -
geated, on the grass in shady corners. Three of us were in one carringe,
-gomething like a victoria, the others following us. Owing to the nuumber
of carriages one horse’s nose almost touched the carriage in front of

him, and thub in procession we went through the 1ength and breadth of
the ground

" That afterncon some of ws went to tho Palace de Noire One of
the palaces belonged to a- Cardinal of that name, I bhelieve. 1 gaw
gome mom nies there for the first time, There was 0ildllemagne e
“gaddle, stirraps and bridle of gold, and some lovely jewels, belonging
to a very wealthy old couple named Le Noir. The pictures were algo

" worth seeing and gome of the statuary was beautiful. I saw eleotric

11ghts for the first timo, and visited several shops. ™ .
‘I was taken ag interpreter by Mrs V..., the next morning, as she

" wanted a bonnet. Imanaged to find our way to the Magazin de Louvre
and there after a little difficulty, we were gent up stairs and after a

detour reached the room in which the hats and bonnets were. A riatty
little shop woman who spoke Enghsh came to our regeue and after Mrs.
V... wag.snited with a bonnet, we went down to the burean and gave -
ouar address and then went back to our hotel.”

“On Wednesday the 19th May, we drove to the statiob, en route-.' .‘

to Calais. When we got there we found a crowd of people all waiting

" for one of the sister ships which was to take ug over to Dover. There

wag an uanngnal delay and it was then explained that some of the plates

- of the ship had broken and were undergoing repair. She could not be

- bronght to the pier and actnally over fifty of us were packed into a
littie pontoon: to be convéyed to the steamer beyond the bar. In gpite -
of thec onfusion and consternation prevailing, I managed to overhear
an Hoglish lady giving expression to her feelings, and turning saw a
slim looking lady who had been otur fellow passenger from Paris.” She
turned out to'be the great Sarah Bernardt, poetess, sculptor, painter

'Kand tragedieti. She was within a yard or two of me all the time we

were in thig pontoon and I had plenty of opportunity to takein notes.”

i

She seemed to be most struck with onr'avah and made = v}ltty.

remark about her ‘to her sister. She wore a brown costume over

- which she had a checked ulster, a faney brown straw bonnet with a red
" tartan bow and brown gawse strings tied under her chin. She had
‘pretty feet encased in brown lace stockings and dainty brogue shoes.
A huge bunch of sweet white moss rose buds was conspiciously placed
“over her left shoulder and fastened with a large diamond lizard.” .

_ 1 happened to point out this lizard in admiration. to Mrg V. who"
" wag near. - She turned pale, and exlaimed in horror at it.: and then I

remembér her peculiar antipathy to lizards in general but was rot -

ready to.argue the difference betweern a live reptile, and one represers -

ted in diamonds, MrsV 85 5001 ag she got mto the tug, wished to
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find the most comfortable place, but that was Scalcely possible as we
. had barely standing room. She managed however to apy out our pile

of rugs and pillows and .gently sank upon them. The people followed -
in shoals and while they were pushing one another, I looked round for -
Mrs V. and found her in a sorry plight indeed. Naturally the pillows -

gank when a weight descended on them and there was poor Mrs V.

. down at the very bottom of the boat-with her legs over, shedding tears
“and praying in the most piteous accents, in terror that she would be .
erushed by the crowd. Somehow her husband found her and palled

" her out. ”
“* Just then Mrg J's voice fell on my ear sharp and clear - My ;
-L_. 1, you will break my leg!” and then a man’s calm - voice ‘Lnswered oh
1 am sorey, I cannoi belp it madam, you are crughing my arm ", 1

heard her continue in plaintive voice just ag our overwe1ghted boat was

~orossiog the bar, and it was very evident to my great horror ‘that our
lady was on the point of paving tribute in hysterics, when Mr, J.”°

‘came to the rescue prompt]y, and dosed her with gomething frOm
his Hask™, .

_ * Just ag we were getting tired of standing, we sighted the_steamer
- and goon enough we were on board. There was a gwell on, and the -

.day wad cold and grey and wind was blowmg icy blasts, but we did - ;
not care. No-sooner did Sarah B, get on board, she settled herself in a

comfortable chair, wrapped hergelf up, threw a thick veil all over her
head and fell asleep, or kept thinking, at any rate she remained in that

position till we anchored at Dover. - I noticed 'great boxes geattered -at -
one end of the el:np, boxes big-enough to hold a plano inside. Wemoon'

discovered they belonged to Sarah B, They were covered over with a

.dort of vellow canvas with 8. B. in large letters over, The thought of -
geeing England wis very delightful, espeeially as we had near and deayr

- oned to greet ug, go when the famous white cliffs of Dover came-into
. sight we gazed with delight at them and in half an hour we were on

terra firma once more. We scrambled into a train which had waited.
- beyond its time, and off we went to London as iast a3 steam .could

take us. .

* Dover struck me as looking particularly grey and eold, r_'o,wih'g' :
to-the wet foggy day. The hop fields all along Kent was a far prettier

sight and when we got to Middlesex, the dome of St. Paul's and: other

" church spires showed like grim giants through the smoke and fog.

Mama (Mrs Siebel) and Mrs V. commenced-to get red in the" eyes at the
thought of meeting their boys, and were holding each others hands and
weeping literal tears of joy. This was too much for us girls. We

- tried to divert their attention with very good imitations of cat calls”
o and dog howls. 'We succeeded 80 well that smiles chased away the
- late tears, and by that time we got inte Ludgate Hill Station where we .
" were to get out, Weo thruast our heads out of the carriages as we got |
- ‘into the station and there saw four tall young men standmg on -

. the pla,tform with top hats on.” -
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“ As soon as the train stopped there were greetings, better
imagined than described. We had sense left enough to get out, and

- then we hired two growlers, or three, and drove off to a hotel in the
- Strand which T did not care for at all. However we made ourselves ag
“eomfortable as possible and went down to dinner. Soon after that

happy meal I went upstairsg to see the state of affairs there, and I found

. our ayah coolly seated in the corridor ringing the bell, and ordering

the maid for heaps of things. 1 was amused at the scene and walking

© . into the roem, I soon ascertained the canse of it. On the strength of

having gseen her young master again she had helped herself moet'

- liberally to some brandy which had been br ought up for some one:”

The phrage : “her young master,” does perhaps call for 4 digression '
at this point. The four lads who had been sent to England for their

_'educumon were : \Wilfred (Willie) van Langenburg and his younger
. brother James, Ernest Joseph, and Augustus (Gusty) Siebel, The van
‘Langenburgs _and Siebel were at Oxford, Joseph was ina Public

School. -Of the first two persons mentioned, Willie was in later life

. ‘Assistant to the Colonial Treasurer in Ceylon, while Jameg, who was

reading at Merton, wag later Solicitor General, and a Commmemner of

" Assize.

“ A few men yet lwmg will perhaps remeimber Ernest Joseph, just’
recently returned from HEngland, playing rugger for the C. H, & F. C.
on the Galle Face grounds. Rugger-was then unknown to local sports- =
men, and he was the first Oeylonese to partmlpate in the game. Many

more people will remember him as a Volunteer Officer in the Ceylon . -_

Artillery, and later, ag Colonel and Commanding Officer of the Ceylon
Garrison Artillery. ‘He was a ,“club-man”, pcw excellence ; and was
Secretary to the Ceylon Munlclpal Council.

“Gusty Siebel articled himself on hlS retmri to Frederick van

. Langenburg of Kandy, as a Proctor apprentice. - He apparently -did not
._.complete his apprenticeship, and later took to freelance journalism. He

was a special co1responden1s to the Independent and the Times, at Kandy.
Being versatile in character, he eould a.lways be relied ‘on to give a good

- turn at theatricals.

- And with these e1c1e—11ghte on persong, we return to the London of

o our dl&‘rl‘it g day : the eapital of an England' of tall -chimneys bespeaking -
-the-industrial employment of its dwellers. ~Far from being the London =

of today, it wasg a city where the traveller felt the shock and heard the

+ roax of cobble:stoned roads; a London of narrow streets through which

the coaches and dregs forced their way, oftwo-horsed buses, and hooded

. gigs or cabg, This is the City our diarist - vefers to when she says: “'the
- next day wo set out to see London with our brothers and wenb ‘to Begent

Street and Plcc&dllly. L b ,
o “After & sight of all the éhops ekc.  we- returned to our hotel in time " -

" for dinner. ‘The next day the olderfolks went out hunting for lodgings -

and by evening we were housed in very light airy rooms in a niece locality.

. 'We went oub to dinner that night,. There was astringed band playing

nearly the whole time so-we enjoyed being there.  The next day we .
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wore faken to the Fombard Hotel and treated fo arice and ourry::
breakfast which we greatly appreciated. I made the acquaintarice of a -
lady lodger a Mrs A who very kindly took me about with her -the next .

day. T first went to a private dressmaker, a French woman, who

complimented me oh my dress which she eould not believe was made out

of Tngland or something to that effect, I went to Covent Gardens W_ith"
Mrg A a few days later and erjoyed seeing the lovely flowers and _fruzt.’

“Ag a cousin of ours remarked It was a 1000-pitys we came last to.
England ag we would not care for anything there, after the sights we .
had seen on the continent, it was a_trite remark I felt, as everything

-gtruck me in 2. mogt homely and familiar fashion. However thers were -

- some novelties left which I had not secn elsewhere,”
“We wont to the Strand theatre one night to see Madame Fam?'

I had the satisfaction of being in a box for Lhe first time and liked to see -
without being sesn, Edith and 1. had the two front seats and I . felt
sweetly comfortable behind the lace curtains especially when some
oppoélte neighbours thought it worth their while to level their lorguettes -
atus. We were very early so that W sawW the play a,cted for the henefit
" of the gods, in the pit.. It was “Ruth's Romance,” and -when the

romantic part of it commenced, I heard Mx. J. bewailing his apron strings, .
and the stronger the sentimental words flowed below, with achions to -

. suit, the fiercer grew Mrs J's tones in rebuke. "I would never have

blought Fdith here if I knew she was to see. this sort of thing! ” Goo’d.
gmclous how ugly 1" And with an attempt to pick herself together, Let :

us’ go away !"—1 was vastly amused "

Plesently a gontleman frlend of ours entered our ‘box, an(} we Were* :

infinitely grateful to him when he assured Mrs J. that Madame Favart

which was o follow was totally a different thing, and somewhat mollified

by his earnest assurances ehe waited and was really rewarded at the end.

Florence &t.John and Viclet Cameron were the prineipal characters and

the latter sang very sweetly and did ‘her part so well as Madame Favart,

16 was pleasant wabehing the crush after the play was over. Trom: a
" corner T watched a sight I had only vead of 80 oftén in & book and ﬁook
mental notes of the different people.”

“One day, Mrs. A and I went to the Hoho Bwaa.r in Oxford Smeet.-_.

- This Bazaar saw me very frequently during our three months sojourn in :
Tondon. It was an immense building with different departments for -
everything one wanted. It needed such heaps of money to sabisfy :
wishes ab such a place. I patronised the music stall most, which was "
presided over by an old lady and her Gaughter. They were very niee a;nd:

used to allow me to take music home on trial.”

. We went to Bloomabury Church the. first Sunday and heardf
. Stopford Brooke preach. The second time [ went there I heard him-

. again, and appreciated his sermon better. There was .a wedding at a

house opposite-soon after we took up abode in lodgings. There were 6 .
bridesmaids all dressed in cream and the bride looked as well as all.
- brides generally do. Some of the older ladies of our party threw a -

- glipper, andrice from the balcony above. A fewdays thereafter, we saw’
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- an advertisement in the dally paper about a daily governess and Papa

wrote to her. T declared that if she wereugly orold, I would not have

her, * She called punctually the next day or day after- Protesting 1
would not have a crosslooking ngly teacher,.I took a peep at her. Poor
thing, she bad speh a sweet timid face and locked so slight that I felt ™
quite drawn towards her. I entered the room, much relieved, and
was introdnced to my future teacher. My vounger brother was algo -
‘under her tnition and Mre. J and Mrg, V algo had her services, but she
naver seemed happy when she retarned from them. She wonld come

 and sit down with a relieved smile and chat sp" nicely to us,

“We visited Madame Tussards one day and I was quite delighted

~ with Mary Queen of Scots and the Empress of Austria. 'The chambers

of horrors had some interest for me because it was so closely connected
with history, The horrid man Marat was in his original hip bath and
T could not get up a spark of pity for him in sp1te of hig death agony,
The Empress Eugenee looked superb in her evening dress of black siik

. and jet, and a tiara of jet, I think, on her queenly head. The Prince

Imperial was standing by, Iookmg very boyish and nice. There were
gome folks about evidently from the country and I was not a little
amuged when they came ronnd ad we stood once in a group and
commenced {0 examine ug most seriously. No gooner did their mistake -
dawned on us, we smiled, and that digpelled the delu&aon.

.. The third %unday we were in London, we went to St Andrews
Hall and I was never more taken aback at the proceedings there.

. There wag a band going on and I conld not believe whether the people

were actors on the stage, or priests, Mrs. J was a subseriber at Mudies,
8o Edith and I used to go sometimes for books. The building seenied
large enough and all the walls from floor to ceiling seemed (,overed with
books. "We want to Maskelynes and Cooke one afternoon. "I thovght
the performance very wonderful on the whole. Zoethelay figure drew
o portrait of the Princess so well and two lay figures played on cornets
equally well.” ~ - .

* Woburn Ghurch, or ra_ther Christ Church Woburn square was
elose to ourg, so we used to make that our regular church. We went
to the City and had alook at all the banks and other places and visited
‘Bt. Pauls. -Of course after St. Peters in Rome, 8t. Pauls did not strike
‘me ag any thing much. We went up the whispering gallery and tried
3 few whigpers which were heard distinetly from one end to another.
We next agcended the marble gallery but were in too great a hurry to

" go on o the golden gallery. T gaw thetombs of-all the great men below,

warriors in particular With the cclours of their different regiments
hanging all battered, torn and discolonred, Amongst them I noticed
one Which had helonged to the 57th Regt. which had been in Ceylon.”

“Mrs A. took ugto Hyde Park. ™ It wag our first vigit We went
walking and sat down on the chairg placed there for the nge of the
pedegtrians. The place geemed fnll of: carriages and horses. A young .

lady with a brunette- comp]exmn and lovely. pink cheeks seemed to -
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- ¢create a litile sensatian'amongst the Londoners. She was exceedingly

attractive in appearance but “I could not” imagine what roused the
curiousity or admiration of the solid Britishers around.”

“The only R. C. chapel I went to in Tondon was an ipsignificant

little one next to the Foundling Hogpital. One day, all the men in our

party went to gsee Oxford, and we amused ourselves by taking a drive -

to Hyde Park. The place seemed pnusually full and I had the pleasure
of seeing the Princess of Wales drive out with her children. She was
. dregsed in a heliotrope pompadour dress with a toque of the same,
trimmed with a band of purple velvet all round. She was looking
every inch the Princess she was and I enjoyed seeing her bowing on
both sides with such royal grace. The girls“wore white dresses with
. - blue gashes but did not look nice enough to be their mother’s daughters.

" The peoplageemed quite excited and were most loyalin their greetings.

“ I admired a victoria drawn by a pair of dark bays very much.
The earriage cushiousand the livery was claret color and pink or eream.

The ocenpant of the carriage was alady dressed in black gatin, black hat
ete. witha tiny morael of pink gomewhere about her dress or hat. Her

paragol wag black satin teo and had a lovely bunch of pink roses on it, to

agide. She was not pretty, but there was such s haughtily indifferent

look about her eyes and mouth., I'admired her much and thought -
she was quite in keeping with her style on the whole. ‘There were .

people in landaus who struck me as nonveau riches. They were so
gorgeously dressed and looked so congequential., Again there were old
 gonples filling up every erevice of the ecarriage, and some old dames
had ugly pups on their laps and some—one fat old lady, aitracted my
_ most vivid interest by holding a wee httle parasol up to protect her
eyesor nose probably.”

“ YWhole riding schools seemed to be out in Rotten Row. I admired
" one young lady in particular she wus accompanied only by her groom.
She looked qnite a picture in every way ag if slie came to enjoy her
ride and nothing else. We went to the Park twice afier that, oncein
the morning we drove through, and it wag a raw chilly day, bnt- there
were gorne children playing with their boats at the Serpentine and
geveral carriages were ouf, some ladies were driving, but I was not sure

whether they belonged to the nobility nonveau mches, or the,stage— L

however they drove well and looked well. ,

" “One evening we set out on a visit to Gleveland Place, in Hyde
Park, to see some friends, but they had left London; so we drove
through to Belize Park—I liked St John’s Wood immensely. The
houses-had one floor and looked so0 like those we see in Cinnamon
Gardens with pretty little gardens attached to it. We called to see
gsome friends who lived close by in a nice two storied building with a
pretty ereeper running over in front, The rooms we were taken into
wera very pretty, and the garden at the back was such a- pretty little
 one with all the old fashioned sweet scented fiowers in it one can

think of. There was a tiny summer house at one end, which looked most

. inviting so I went in and rested for 3 few minutes, Returning home -
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we drove through geveral other parks and saw heaps of people about.
. We went twice to the Aquarium where we spent some very pleasant

hours, The walls ingide are immense glags almirahs as it were, filled
with water sea weed rocks ete, and fish of every kind swim about. sgo

 that one can find these living wallsalone a sonree of interegt. It would
take too long to mention the numerous and wonderful things we saw.

The Zulus were amusingly familiar, and seemed thoronghly at home
there, thongh tbey were attired in their customary style. The champion
skater did his part very well, and had a crowd of admirers,”

1 went to Westininster Abbey one Sunday and heard Canon Jarrar
preach. The place waz very full and T had to find a resting place at
the foot of Shakespeare’s monument and there I gat till my legs were
eramped. My back rested against Shakespear’s pedestal and my feet
regted on Halland his wife's grave. 'We got in by the poet’s corner and
T observed the door leading to a erypt or vault at one’s left. 1 objected

“yery mnch to the people coming in and going out wherever they

pleased. The noige they made was most disturbing. ™

“Qome days after we went t0 the Orystal Palace- We roamed
about throngh the gardens and looked at every thing that was interes- -

" ting. A play was being acted called “Betsy” which seemed to be very

popular at the time, go we took tickets and spent some time there. I
gaw some broad sash ribbon being woven—the pattern on it was a
ericket field with boys playing on it. There were go many things about,

" that I could not remember what half of them were. The place is so

large that if two bands were placed at either end they would not be
heard at the same time. There was a bicycle rack in the grounds dlgo.”

“We visited Windsor Castle some days later. ‘We started from
(Gower Street by the underground railway as far as Paddington, from.
there we got into another train and went on to Windgor. The Castle
was go close that we walked uyp to the place..........

' * . 4 * *
The diary ends abruptly here--meore’s the pity. -Many readers

‘ma’y have found, as I have found, that in pursning thege pages it has

been possible for a brief while to lose the key to the present. Our
diarist has previded a background to seven decades of social revolution.
She has afforded us an unbelievable glimpge of an unbelievable era,

~ and an ‘escape” from the turmoil, stress and strain of a speed- crazy

age.

Concluded.

’lhe objects of the Union sﬁall be :
To promote the moral, inlellectual, and social well-
being of the Duich descendants in Ceylon.
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A WOMAN'S THOUGHTS ABOUT WOMEN.
' [By Lillith.]

1. The Gentle Ari of Flirting,

A question frequently put is “ What is flirting ?” If we were to '

consult a dictionary for a definition of the word, I do not think we
would find anything quite satistactory. ‘‘Playing with love,” or
“ playing at eourtship,” are both definitions that are migleading,. and
may either meah the heartless trifling with love, of the real flirf, or
the merry teasing and play between two who really love each other,

. ‘ * .

In human nature there is a natural tendency to flirt, and a certain
sympathy with flirting. I do not praise or condemn this, but merely
gtate it ag a fact that we have got to recognize in life. I would only
‘say this mnch, that whatever is inherent in human nature, cannot be
wrong if rightly used. "

Tt ig this tendeney, 1 think, which explaing the puzzling fact that
many really nice youths and maidens, notto speak of men and women,
are actually Hattered at being called flirts. It is as if there is a general
idea that to he able to flirt is-to attain a certain hall-mark of civilisation.

‘ Y

On the whole, I think, that flirting is harmless and excusable when
it is the outcome of the natural fondness of human nature for play:
But just as much ag human nature varies, so algo are there various
types of flirting, ' * o :

The fiirting that is the rasult of natural playfulnesg between girly
and boys is as harmless and as natural as laughing on a sunny day.
They ' cannot help flirting because they are young ; they find life yet
quite a pleasant thing, and when girlg realize that they are attractive,

they are like flowers who open their petals to the sun of appreciation 3

and they face the world with joy ag they feel their power to charm.

It ig quite natural that young people of opposite sexes should take
. delight on each other’s society should like to pleage each other, and
ghould feel stimulated to their best when they meet. Well, if all this
interchange of pretty speeches, and graceful services, and all the rest
of it belonging to thig sort of intercourse between young people, is
called flirting, 80 much the better for flirting, for there is no harm in
jt! The flirting which is only happy-hearted graceful play, or the
 half-mischievous trying of the callow wings of the very young whoare
still half children, or yet again the flirting between two who really love
each other, and who are about to take on the responsibilities of love for
the sake of each other, are the only typed of flirting that are harmless
and innocent, ' '
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It is perhaps someone who studied the latter type who is respon-
gible for the somewhat mis-leading saying that “the flirt makes the best
wife,”” The girl who flirts with the man she loves, and ultimately
marries, will certainly malke the best wife because she will carry her
playfulness into their married life too. Such a girl never flirts for
exciteraent, and she regpects hergelf and others in her most irrespon-

gible moments. She carries her pretty tender teasing lovable play into

wife-hood, and often tnrns a domestic erisis into an impromptn comedy.,
Bhe will tease her husband over his little faults until he gets rather
proud of possessing characteristics which make him ever interesting
and amusing to the woman heloves. In short, sheappeals to the man’s
nature not through empty-headed frivolity, but solely bacause she is'a
womanly understanding woman to whom men appeal a8 much as she
appeals to men. '
] *

The flirting which is harmful and despicable is the play which is

the cruellest torture to ‘the feclings of others : the pretended love-

!na,king wlgieh draing all the sweetness out of another nature, while
itself keeping clear of love’s obligations, so that when it tires it can go
free, after it has got all it wants.
: *

The flirt wha gets himself or herself to track down his or her prey
for the sheer gratification of variety or love of excitement, without a
thought to the other parties’ feelings in the matter, eannot be conde-’
mned too harghly. Thereare some girls or men, who find an incentive
in trying to win another’s affection, when it is already held by someone
elge, and whose pleasure in flirting i3 in exact .proportion to the pain
they inflict; and to whom no satisfaction equals that of bringing misery
both on their dupes and on their rivals. This sort of Alirt may rightly
be designated a vampire. :

Such flirting is nothing but lightminded cruelty which binds
another to its chariot wheels, and enjoys every turn of the wheel which

* binds on a fresh vietim whoge sufferings betray themselves by amusing

contortions,

Some flirts’, nsually women, flirt to see lwhat they can catch with a
view to matrimony. When the fish is not big enough to be worth her
“while to marry, she keeps him dangling on her hook until a bigger fish

" comes near enough to nibble at her attractions, when she jerks the

smaller one off without any compunetion. -

*
Ah, yes, thére are just as many types of firting as there are

varieties of human nature, and it ig this variety in human nature which

makes flirting, on the whole, a risky thing to indulge in: Very often.
@ girl may be drawn into it on surprige, in the effort to parry a florid
compliment, or check-an undesired attention. She may then agsumea .
playful light manner, and if she has to reclton with the stupid or caddish
type of wen, he will interpret it aga degire to lead him on, or a ruse to
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draw him near enough to be caught. This emphasizes two points, that
you must be cargful how you play and with whem you play. It is never
pafe on either side to play with anyone whom you cculd not for any

4t

standoffishness,” than risk being misunderstoed in this way.
b1

When a flirtation requires management it ceases to be harmless:

play. The element of danger to the one or the other has erept in, and

the nice-minded girl who finds that there is not love enough for the
serious part, will give upthe play part. ' :

11 Does the Modern Girl Make Herself too Cheap?

It seems to me there must be something ‘wrong with the modern
girl, that with all her advantages she atiracts men only a8 a comrade,

and not as a wite. Bhe prides herself on her freedom from irksome

regtraint, and asserts her right to be on termg of equality with her
brother’s friends by a whole-hearted contempt for conventionality.
B ' \

In the accepted code of the day, she has her own special men friends,.
.who look on her 'ag “a jolly good. sort,” always {easy to get on with,
al_ways ready at a moment’s notice to go about with him, and fall in
’W.lth all his plang. Ttis a nice eagsy ‘‘ good-fellowship ” in which the
girl only looks to having a good time. ‘ :

* .

This type of girl isusually easy-going and good-patured and muek )

too independent to require of her men friends even, the ordinary
courtesies of life, sneh asrising to open a door for her, carrying her coat,.
or waiting till she is seated before taking the most comfortable chair in
the room. '

*

He may smoke, lounge, and even gwear in her presence without &
second thought, because he says: We are gsuch good friends, that

she does not want any tommy-rot of that sort,”” meaning by “tommy-.

rot” the courlesies every man ought to observe towards a lady.

Y

Things are made far too simple and easy for him. Hegimply looks

upon her ag a feminine edition of one of his man friends.  He has no
difficulties to overcome, no sacrifices to make in order to win or keep
her friendship, o '

b4
No obstacles are put in the way regarding his leoking her wp at any

time of the day to make appointments, taking her about t¢ lunches and

teag, and making herparents’ houge a kind offhotel.

/

reagon marry. Far better to earn a reputation for shyness, reserve, or:
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In days gone by, any man whosingled out 2 girl of his aequaintance
for such marked attention, could not have continued. the friendship to
any degree of intimacy, certainly not to the extent of heing geen about
alone with her, without offending Mrs. Grundy.

J

His “ intentions’ were blandly enquired into by the father of _th,e
girl’ and very properly too, for why shounld the man qull the g_1r1 8
chances of making a good marriage by keeping off other eligible. suitors

" if his attentions are only platonic ?

*
' We, in these days, have done away with Mrs. Grundy and chaperons,

_asbeing gnite out of date and they have been avenged, by its being made

guite possible now for a_ girl to be m'onop_olised‘ by any man in 1.1e_r
particular set, without the least pr'osp_eet—of her being married to h}m._
*

In faet, it usaally happensthat the man suddenly fallg in love w}th
gomeone elge the very opposite of the girl he has_})een 80 ff-len_d_ly W.l'[h.,
and the latter is left to make the best of a very disappointing situation.

#
Far from being of the independent type he has been so familiar

" with, the girl he marriesis too timid that she will not walk out anywhere

even by herself, She wears fluffy fussy blouses and ridiculously high-
heeled shoes. Her conventional upbringing makes -}fer h9ld such
things as slang and smoking in women as hatefu! and disgusting, and

" her only accomplishment ig a rather tame rendering of drawing room

ballads because her father “likes some music after\dioner.™ -
¥

Qhe. takes quite a pride in ordinary housewifely duties, such as
washing up glasses, arranging flowers, and making c%_lkes for tea, or 8
good old Dutch tiffin. You might, in fact, call her quite commonplace.

*

But to the man these qualities have the attraction of beipg altogether
novel. Her sweet, serious ways appeal to. him. He thinks x_vhat )
charming restful wife and mother she will make. She captures his heart

. because she is so essentially feminine,

* ~

Therein liey the secret ofl the whole matter. . While women have
been. trying to educale themselves upto men’s level, meeting him on his -

- -gwn ground in business as well as in sport, regenting any attempt at being

looked upon as one of the weaker sex, man’s altitude towards her has
‘algo altered, but his idea of women r_em_ains‘the same as it was in the

- days of his great—grand-fatherj_
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The gentle, sympathetic woman, who likes to be waited on hand

' i s lies on his
and foot, who has to be protected and Ioc_)ked. afte;-. who re
strength in her own weakness, and ealls upall the chl_valry a,nd tenderness
there is in his nature, that is the woman he regards in his hieart of h_ea,rts
" ag the ideal wife.

*

Her very dependence attracts and keeps him, for most men find it

ry disagreeable to be reminded of her indepenfience by any woman
]‘;Z is.;fond of. In his inmost heart he wighes he# to be dependent on
him for everything, Tt is his natural instinet, and he cannot get over it.

S

1

.Another' point in her favonr iz her inacessibility owing fo the

conventionalities she hedges herself with, - The shye:,r th_e' bird is t_he
keener the man is to capture her, while the prey that i¢ his too easily
id just ag easily cast aside.

*

For months a man may be content to drift along the easy paths of -

fri i i ’ ter some other

- friendship, But it generally happens_ that sooner or la ! >
glglrl, sschpas I have described, takes his fancy and off he goes in pursuit
of her.. o .

*

The conventionality that surrounds her, makes him more eagér in

hig quest. Her parents are of the old-fashioned gort, and have old- :

fashioned ideas regarding platonic friendship; this means qonsiderable’
plotting and planning, to get even five minutes alone with his lady-love,

Here, there is no meeting him half-way. He must makeall the advancesh

and walk warily go ag not to give offence. .~ :

Iﬁ the end the quite shy girl makes her capture. The engagement’
is proudiy announced and outsiders wonder why the man treated th
other girl so shabbily. o .

The objects of the Union shall be :

To cause fto- be prepared and..... printed  and
published, papers, essays, efc: on guestions relating

to the history and origin of the Duich Burghers of -

Ceylon, and to publish the genealogies of the Dutch
Jamilies now in Ceylon.

“Ceylon. - We noted that the Portug

" .and Tamil institutions and customs more or le

‘_ differed from Hinduism and Budd
" .doctrines, ritual and forms of worship,

+ . -ag a result of the King’s negotiations with the Brilish, T
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THE IMPORTANCE OF DUTCH RULE IN
CEYLON. -

A talk given over the Schools’ Service of Radio Ceylon
By Dr. G. C. MeNDIS

In my last talk I discussed the importance of Portugnese rule in

uese brought abount little change in

the sphere of government and adminigtration. . They left the Sinhalese

38 ag they were before.

In the economic sphere they merely improved the trade in spices and

other articles but made no noteworthy alteration in the system of
agriculture. Their main contribttion was in the social sphere. They
introduced a new form of religion — Roman Catholic Christianity— which

hism in organization, dogmas and
while some of their manners
and customs were adopted by the upper clasges and the converts to
Ohristianity. Even thege changes were not widespread and were limited
Joginly tothe south-western avea and the Jaffng Peninsula, Thaus
though they checked two important movements, South Indian and
Muslim expansion in Ceylon, they did not bring about sufficient chanpges

‘within the Island so as to make one consider their rule a turning-point
in the internal developments of Ceylon.

Did the Dutch then exercise a greater influence ?
a turning-point in Ceylon history ?

The Duﬂﬁh undoubtedly ruled for a much longer period from 1658 .
1o 1796. During these 138 years they were involved only ina few
wars. They fought with the Kandyan kings first in order to stabilize

Wasg their rule

- theif position in the territory they conquered from the Portuguese and

then towards the end of their oceupation when their rule was threatened -

of tl i heir object
was to maintain peace, as long'as they could carry on the trade, They
knew any war would not only hinder their trade but would also involve.

the Company in heavy expenses which the shareholders would not
approve, o

‘Nevertheless we have to remember that they rnled directly only
over a small portion of Ceylon, an area much smaller than that which
the Portuguese governed, In the south-west they ruled only over the
-coastal belt extending for about twenty miles inland from the Mahaoya
to the Valave Ganga; in the north- only over the Jaffna Peningula and
1o a lesser extent over the district of Mannar. In other parts they -
-occupied only sea ports such as Trincomalee, Kottivar, Batticaloa, and
Kalpitiya in order to prevent foreigners from entering the Kandyan
Kingdem and from taking a shave in the trade of the Island. . :

Even in this limited area over which they ruled directd)-r their.
influence was not widespread. They egtablished a Dutch form - of ..
government only in the towns of Colombo, Galle and Jaffna. It wag.
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only in these that they esiablished law courts such ag 'the Raad varr

Justitie, Civiel Raad and the Fiscal’s court

‘ ) ¢ 1 g and enforced Roman-Dutch
ld:W. It ig true tpey established Landraads in rural areas to settle 11‘;1&
.disputes of the Sinhalese and the Tamils relating to lands, contracts and
- dehis. But thege courts followed the customs of the Sinhalese and the

Tamils, and the jndges included Sinhalese and Tamile who were wellk

cénvergant with these eostoms,

The 1"ura1 areas were ruled by the Disavas stati i
. raral d by who were stationed in
Colombo, Jaffna and Matara. They dealt with the development of trade,

the cultivation of land, the collection of revenue, and the production of

commercial crops. They interfered little with the customs of the

people and their way of life apart from prohibiting religious practices:

which they disapproved: They maintained the form of £ i ¢

came down from. the times of the Sinhalese and the Tanfgdlﬂlrsg; t;;a{;
made full use 'of it. Far from meddling with the medieval gystem of
gaste t_hey r1gl_dly observed it - to get the einnamon peeled and other
esgential services performed. Thus, as under the Portugnege, the
Sinhalese and Tamil systems changed little. The structure of gbx,rernw

n;eéwt% the general economy and the social gystem remained more or less
as before. &

What then did the Dutch do for the develo :
¢ uf pment of Ceylon ?- In
what_ways did they_modlfy or change the conditions that prevailed at
the time they occupied the Maritime Provinees ? ‘

The Dutch definitely helped the advancement of‘ag.';ricu-lture in £heir :

territory. They repaired irrigation works to hel the develo '
paddy cultivation. We have already referred toE:;he. eonstanii.sn\l:;tfagg
of the Portuggse who took to fighting as dacks to water, During these-
wars much 01" the country was devastated, especially the regions around
Colombo, which were abandoned by those who. inhabited them In
these the‘Dutch settled slaves from Tanjore and gave them freedé)m if
they cultivated their lands efficiently. Further they eﬁcouraged the

. people to cultivate in their gardens commercial crops such as coffee. -
-pepper. cardamems, arecanuts and coconnts. They themselves openéé -

ci.nnamon plantationrs instead of depending entirely on what grew wild.

The Dutch improved the means of coramunication in the south-
westerpﬂparts of the Island. Under the Sinhalese kings little attention
was paid to them as there wasg little trade and the economy of the villages.
- were in the main selfsufficient. The roads constructed were limited
- mainly to0 towns. - The canals were made primarily for irrigation

purposes or to drain marshy lands. The Dutch on the other hand were:
greatly interested in trade and therefore in transport. They conveyed
goods in vessels both by river and by-sea along the coast. They opened:
up a_rqad from Mannar to Matara, building bridges over streams and
providing ferry boats across riverg, They improved the canal from
~Puttalam to Colombo, and in order to trangport cinnamon during the-

southwest monsgocon, when it wag difficult to ply vessels along the ecoasgt:

owing tothe strong winds, they connected the Kelani Ganes wi
S, th .
Kaluganga by means of canals. el ga Witk the:
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The Dutch raigsed the standard of building in the Island. They
were great builders and they erected in Cevlon massive fortresses similar
to those built in ¥urope in the seventeenth century. Some of the
houses they built, like the fortresses, can be seen even today. It is from
them that we have borrowed the words istoppuva (verandah) soldare
(upstairs) and tarappuva (staircase). ‘

. ‘The Dutch also developed certain crafts. It was they who
established the carpentry industry in Moratuwa. the tile and brick
industry in Kelaniya., The word bass used for a master-carpenter is
derived from Dutch.

The Duteh introduced considerable social changes in the areas over a

| which they directly ruled. The Portuguese during wars destroyed

Buddhist vihares and Hindu devales. They transferred the lands given
as endowments to them to their own religious orders. Thus there was
little of Buddhism and Hinduism left ag a form of public worship within

- their territories. The Duteh persecuted at first the Roman Catholieg

and the Muslims the former mainly for political reasons and the latter
on econcomie grounds. Though they helped Kandyan kings to obtain
Buddhist bhikshus from Siam to restore the upasampada they
digeouraged the revival of Buddhism in their own territory.

In this background the Dutch introduced the Protestant form of
Christianity—the Dutch Reformed Church, and threugh it they .
exercised consgiderable influence over the people in the south-west and
in the Jaffna Peninsula. The organization of the Dutch Reformed
Church was different from that of the Roman Caiholic Church and
followed the form set up by Calvin in Geneva. It was governed by the
clergy and the ‘elders’ elected by the congregation, and the ministers
themselves wera.chogen in Holland by the congregations. Few Dutch
clergymen came to Ceylon but the work of spreading Christianity was
carried out through schools. The Duteh bad 2 network ~of schools in
their territory and edueation was imparted in them through the mediom
of Sinhalese and Tamil. These who attended the schools learned not
only the elements of Christianity but alse reading, writing and
arithmetic. The Dutch introduced the printing press into Ceylon and
printed parts of the Bible in Sinhalese to be nsed in these schools.
Thus a good percentage of the people in Dulich territory became literate.

The Dutch developed a system of government more thorough than
any to which the people had been so far accustomed. We have already
mentioned how the Portuguese prepared Land Tombos based on the
Lekam mitis of the Sinhalese_rulers, The Dutch not only compiled
Land Tombos degeribing the lands and gardens of each village within

. Duteh territory and giving details of high and low lands, buildings, trees

and taxes due, but also prepared Hoofd or Head Tombos of the
proprietors of the holdings described in the Land Tombos. These gave
their age, occupation and the services and taxes due from each. They
also kept Sehool Tembos which gave a list of all persons baptized and
married in each village. Further they gave details of genealogy, dates
of birth, marriage and death, :
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The Tutch law-couris too weére efficiently condncted in comparison
with the courts in the Kandyan Kingdom. A Dutch Disava presided
over the Landraads making use of Sinhalese and Tamil conversant with
cnstom $0 asgist bim in deciding cases, The Dutch codified the customs
of the Tamils, Tedavalamal, to enable them to settle cages more eagily.
Wherever Sinhalese and Tamil castoms did not cover a case they applied
Roman-Duteh law.

There are two other factors which make Duteh rule impertant.
The Duteh system of government wag continned for some decades with
Jittle modification by the British and thusthe Dutch influence continued
beyond their rule. & i8 to Dutch rule that we have to trace the
beginnings of the modern period-of Ceylon history.

. When the British occupied the Maritime Provinces they did not

alter very mueh the Duteh system. As far as the economy of the

Island wag concerned they. continued the Duteh mercantilist system,
and the British Bast India Company took over the trade of the Dutch
Company. In the sphere of agrienlture they continued to repair irri-
gation works and encourage paddy cultivation and ‘the cultivation of
commercial erops both in gardens and plantationg. They made use of

the ¢anals built by the Dutch and continued the construction of roads.

They too built fortresses and other buildings and gave work to carpen-
ters and the tile and brick . manufacturers. The Protestant Missions

that followed the Britigh began to work mainly in the areas where the -
Duteh Reformed Church had established itgelf, and thus built their.
"churches on Dutch foundations. They themselves established schools
on the lines of the Putch as ‘o means to gpread Christianity, and .
‘egtablished printing presses to publish books and journals. The

British at first: changed little of the Tuatch gystem of government.
They established in the towns law courts similar to those that existed
in Dutch times, They adopted the Roman Dutch law and gradually
began to apply it thronghout the Maritime Provinces. As the Dutch
had done, they tried to rule the Sinhalese and the Tamils ag well ag the
Muoglimsg according to their ancient institutions and customs and thus
did not at first interfere much with either their form- of feudalism or
their system of caste.

We have already seen that the Portuguese checked the South
Tndian and-Muslim expansion in Ceylon and opened Ceylon to western
influences. But the Portuguese themselves did not turn Ceylon in the
modern direction. Those of us who have sgtudied Huropean kistory
will remember that Huropean Historians divide the history of Eunrope
into three periods; Ancient history, Medieval history, and Modern
history. Ancient history deals mainly with Greek and Roman

civilizationg. Medieval history begins with the fall of the Roman

Empire and ends round about 500 A. 0., and Modern history beging
with the break up of feudalism and the Voyages of Discovery, the rise
of the nation-state, the rule of law, the Renaissance, the Reformation
and the use of the printing press.
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The Voyages of Discovery are associated with the development of
commerce and the break up of feudalism. The Portuguese who came
to Ceylon made some of these voyages of discovery. But ibe coming

. of the Portuguese to Ceylon did not lead to the break up of feudalism
-wor the development of commerce within the Island to any appreciable

extent Hence the Portuguese did not usher in the modern period of
Ceylon history, But it is to the Duteh that we owe the beginnings of
the modern period. though the changes they introduced affected the
people of the Island only to a small extent. The Dutch too preserved
the feudal gystem that exigted in the Maritime Provinces, bhut with thig
difference. The people -0f Ceylon  up to this time produced crops
mainly for consumption, but.the Duteh encouraged them to cultivate
crops for sale and thereby helped the growth of trade within the
Igland. There was no Reformation in Buddhism or Hinduism as a

. result of Duteh rule in Ceylon, but the Dutch introduced tho Reformed
_ Church into Ceylon which cared little for religious ceremonial and

#tressed the education of the people so that they '‘may read the Bible
and learn the beachings of Christianity by themselves. This Chureh
was ‘aldo responsible for the establishment of the first printing press in
Ceylon though it exercized little influence at thig time. Though the
Dutch system of law courts were limited to towns the Dutch accous-
tomed the peopls to the rule of law more than ever before. The codi-
fication of the Tamil Tesavalamai was a definite step in the modern
direction.

Two other features of more recent timesin Europe are the develop-
ment of communications which followed the Industrial Revolution
and the spread of elementary education by the State. Im both these
respects the Dutch were in advance of many FHuropean nations, and
they brought about similar changes in Ceylon. Even. in England
during the eighteenth century elementary education was not so
widespread ag in the Duteh territory of Ceylon.

1f we examine Ceylon as it is today, we ghall ind that the most

advanced parts are those that were roled directly by the Dutch. and at

loagt o part of the credit for this must go to them. What happened
in Dutch territory was that many persons became literate and got
accustomed to the rule of law and the cultivation of commaerical crops,
and therefore, were able to benefit more guickly than others by the
developments that took place under British rule,

But all these did not lead to any radxcal changes. On the whole
the Dutch left alone the Binhalese and Tamil systems. I{ is true they
encouraged the cultivation of commerical crops, they developed

- communications: by the construction of canals, they improved the

standard of buildings and gave an impetus to the development of crafts,
they spread elementary education and accustomed people to the runle
of law. But these changes were limited to the area over which they
dl}l;e;:tly ruled, and made little difference to the life of the people as a
whole
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CHARLES AMBROSE LORENZ.
Born 1829. Died 1871.

To many arts hus skill he lent,
And none ke did not ornament ;
On men tn kindness he bestowed

What he to Nature's bounty owed.
* * *

As lawyer, limner, legislator,

Musician, leader, educator,

He shone on carth a very Triton,
A truly ddmirable Chrichion.

H. L. R.in the Royal College Magazine.
( Retived Principal, Royal College).



CHARLES AMBROSE LORENZ.

{ Lines wrilten on the 50th Anwiversary of his Death),

We fain would leave a wreath upon thy grave today.
Feeling thy memory suffereth no decay,
Though half a hundred years have fled away.

Thy goal no earthly plaudits, earthly fame
And still we eherish and revere thy name:
Tts beauty and its freghness still the same.

Tesponsive both to sorrow and to joy,
Dower’d with strong manhood’s power—in heart a boy,
A nature strong and true and free from base alloy.

“Where of thy gracious life a counterpart we find,
Too early still’d thy heart so wondrous kind :
The genial soul, the large majestic mind.

Courageons ever in the cause of right,
Seeking thy Country’ good - that vision bright
Thy constant star, ne’er fading from thy sight.

In every home an honoured, welcome guest,
No miser thou, of effort, strength, or rest,
Obeying nanght but love’s supreme hehest.

Thy friendship bore to struggle and distress
The rich relief of royal gentleness, -
Akin to perfect love and tenderness.

Time cannot dim our precious heritage,
It glows with life and power from age to age
On Ceylon's roll of fame, a glorious page.

Guy 0. GRENIER.

PREFACE

This work purports to supply, though very inadequately, a want
#hat has existed since the death of Lorenz. No serious effori has been
made, until recently, to write a full and connected story, and the lapse
of time has added to the diffieulty. What has happened is that from
dime to time a few iolated incidents coneerning Lorenz have been
brought to light, chiefly on account of their appeal to the popular
imagination, and these have been pieced together and taken as the best
subgtitute for a more ambitions work, the articles generally ending
with the pious exhortation that ** the full story of Lorenz has still to be
written ™. It ig quite true that the difficulty is one that does exist,
because the material available is spread over a wide field, and scmetimes
treated with a secrecy worthy of a belter cause,

It is not claimed for this work that it is superior to anything that
hag appeared before, nor has the writer any special qualifications to
underiake the task; but it ig felt, however unworthy it may be, that
the sooner the workis undertaken the better, before all traces of the
life of this unique pergonality are lost. The same old -incidents make
their re-appearance, but an attempt has been made, as far as possible,
to write the story on a chronological basig, so that those who are
unacquainted with the life of Lorenz may have before them a
connected story.

It has hitherto been thought that Lorenz wrote only five series of
mock Christmas Debateg, those for the years 1860, 18361, 1863, 1864,
1365, and that they eceased with the last mentioned issne. It has now
been found that this surmise ig incorrect. Lorenz continued to write
the mock debates for the years 1866, 1867, and 1868 also, and published
them in the Fzaminer. They have been discovered through the keen
enterprige of Muhandiram D. P. B, Hettiaratchi, to whose collaboration
I owe a great deal, and they are published as an Appendix to this work.
My sineere thanks are due to Mr. H. A. J. Hulugalle, My. R. 1. Brohier
and Mr, Hettiaratchi for their encouragement and advice; to Mr, Guy O.
‘Grenier and otherg who have placed their valuable Lorenz Manuscripts
at my dispoaal; and to Mr. George van Twest for his ‘excellent
reproduction of the photographs. I desire also to acknowledge the
valuable help I have received in wvarious ways from other scurces,
especially to the article in the * Ceylon Quarterly Magazine ” by Leopold
Lundoviei, which s the standard work on the subject, and to Mr. E. H,
vanDerWall’s article on “ The Homes of Lorenz.” The letiers written
to Lorenz by his father from Matara when he was a student at the
Academy, and from which I have freely gleaned, are of the greatest
value. They see the light for the first time in this narrative, and help
one to conjure np some of the scenes of Lorenz’s boyhood, and the
rich bloossoming of those talents and accomplishments that have
contributed to his undying fame. '
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Parentage and Early Education.
I

Shortly after the death of Charles Lorenz, Lep Ludoviei, his
closest friend, paid the following tribute to bhim in the Ceylon Quar-
terly Magazine tfor September, 1871:-—" Truly the men of that genera-
tion were men of weight, giants in intellect; but alag ! that of the
twelve or more who formed the glorieus brotherhood, so many should
have fallen under the relentless sickle of the mower, their work scarce
half done. The sad funeral procession was led by James Stewart, the
keen lawyer, the brilliant speaker, whose impetuous eloquence earried
evérything before it, and even while failing to convince, failed not to
call forth the wonder and admirvation of his heavers: after him went
Dr. Kelaart, the savant and lilteratewr, who starting from the humble
ranks of the Ceylon Medical Service, rose by sheer dint of application
to the top of his profession, and commanded a reputation second only
10 that of those who have left the highest mark on theseientific history
of their times ; then came James Alexander Dunuwille, _the first of his
race, and we fear for many generations to come, the last,” next followed
Fredericlk Nell, a giant in head as he wag a giant in limb ; and now ths
greatest of them all, the grave has cloged over whatever was mortal of .
Charles Ambrose Lorenz. Buft though dead he vet speaketh and the
noble mission of his life shall live to distant generations, to inspire the
nobler aspirations of his Community.” In the following pages an
atternpt will be made to portray as fully a9 possible the life of this great
Ceylonege, bringing into prominence some agpects of hig career that
have hitherto not received the attention they deserved.

The arrival of the founder of the Lorenz family in Ceylon is £alt
of romance., Boen at Templeburg in Prussian Pomerania in 1772, hig
parents - belonged te the middle rank of life. Johann TFreiderick
Lorenz wag the son of John André Lorenz, a captain of the Schwartz
Coirasgiers, His father having fallen in a military engagement when
the son was only five years old, and the mother heing dead, Johann
Freiderick was placed at school in Potsdam, being afterwards trans-
ferred to the Military College in Berlin as a free student at the instance
of hig god-father, who wag the Colonel of his father's regiment. Here
the gon gave promise of the possession of a guick understanding which
bore ample fruit in laten years ag the following incident will show. Tt
was an examination day, the chief guest being Frederick the Great,
It used to be the custom elsewhere, as in Ceylon, in those days for the
senior students fo be examined in some subject by the chief guest.

. * Itis only fair to say that this statement is not horne out by subsequent
gvenis,—Note by duthor,



On the day in-question, Frederick the Great had composed gome verses
in honour of the occasion. He called up the dictation class and reeited
the verses he had prepared for the boys to write down, promising the
oy who could do the lines correctly the Boyal prize. The head hoy
stepped forward and wrote off the lizes correctly enough, but.the King
detected a slight errorand asked whether any of the other boys found
a mistake in the lines. Jobann Lorensz stepped forward, rubbed out
the small | with which the initial word of the first line "Lieben” was
commenced, and wrote a capital i in its place. Highly pleased, the

King handed him a book of poems bound in red morocco.  Another’

of Johann's recollections was the death of Freiderick the Greatin 1786,
when all the students of the Military College were marshalled into the
palace yard, and wnoved in procession to view the body laid outin
regal state. ‘ '

When he was verging on eighteen vears old Johann Lorenz decided
to leave his home and to seek his fortune in the Hast Indies, which
wad in those days supposed to hold promise of speedy riches, or ag it
was termed in the language of the day “to shake the Pagoda tree to

obtain a shower of golden wealth.”” The presence in India of an uncle.

of his who had left Germany many years before and was doing well,
gerved as an additional inducement, Johann Lorenz was ill-equipped
for such an enterprise. He commenced his journey to the sea coast in
mid-winter, a bundle on a stick over his shounlder, very little money
in hig purse, but wtth a heart beating high with hope and a determina-
tion to succeed, He did not minimize the task he had undertaken.
It was mid-winter and this added to the dangers of the enterprige. In
after-life Johann Lorenz used fo say that the hardships and privations
which ke had to undergo in Ceylon were not to be compared with the
difficulties of this journey., He paid his way by playing the flute at
the farm houses where he sought food and shelter. Sometimes he
would be invited to stay a few days, and he repaid this kindness and
hospitality by giving the younger members of the family lessong in
music or in writing and helping the old peocple with their correspon-
dence or accounts,

One day while passing 2 lonely spot, he met an old Jew who
offered to tell his fortune for a penny. Being superstitionsly inclined,
Jobann Lorenz fell in with the proposal and crossing the Jew’s hand

with a penny, he held ont hig hand. The Jew scanned the lines and .

told him to beware of rivers and streams, for death by drowning was
written in the map of destiny, unless a happy conjunction of the stars
gent 2 blade of grass to save him.

[y

This forecast of his future was not altogether reassuring. Thought-
ful and pensive he continuned his jonrney. The country was all
covered with snow and streams, while rivers and bridges were indis-
tinguishable under the white mantle with which the ground was all
covered. Towards evening he missed his way and falling into a
atream he wag carried off by the current, Fortunately a labourer
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passing by witnessed the accident and rescuing him took him to 2
farm house, where under the kind attentions of the occupants he soon
came round. On his relating his adventure, the labourer who had
rescied him bore testimony to the fact that it was a clump of rushes
he had held on to that saved him from drowning.

Johann Lorenz embarked at Amsterdam in 1792, being then twenty
vears of age, after a perilons -voyage, which in those days could only be
accomplished by doubling the Cape, and landed at Galle the {ollowing year.
The Dutch tenure of Ceylon was now reaching its close and the recep-
tion he received from the authorities was not very encouraging. He was
nob, however, easily discouraged. He set about to acquire a knowledge
of both Dutch and Portugnese ; and when the British occupation began
he took up the study of English. TIn the ecourse of a few month he had
gained so much proficiency that Governor North appointed him Fiseal
of Colombe. It is also recorded that he was later appointed Tranglator
and Secretary to the Fiscal, Galle, in June 1801, and Secretary to the
Provineial Court of Matara in April, 1803. His English was perfecily
idiomatic, though he spoke with a foreign aceent, while hig Duteh and
Portuguese were no less perfect.

Ho well did he acequit himself in the office of Fiscal that he was next
appointed Sitting Magistrate of Morowak Korale in the Mabara District..
He was next transferred to Gettamane also in the same distriet near
Beliatta, and finally to Matara; from which appointment he retired on
pension in 1834. IHe was highly esteemed by the Judges of the Supremse
Court, who regarded him as an active, able, and experienced Magistrate.
During his tenure of office under Government he made several valuable
reports on the agricultural condition of the distriets in which he worked,
He also embarked on an ineffectual experiment in the cultivation of
wheat,

A word here may be said as to the nature of the office of ** Sitting
Magistrate” which Johann Lorenz filled so creditably., This was
entirely of British origin and took the place of the Dutch Courts, It
was felt that in towns, there should be some efficial whoge duty it
should be to wateh over the Police, and to sit at some convenient
hours for the examination and commitment of offenders, the hearing,
trying and punishment of trivial offences, and in general for the more
ready exercise of all the functions that appertain to a magistrate, It
was aceordingly decided to appoint an official called the “ Siiting
Magistrate ”’ to exercise these functiong, and in the absence of the
President of the Court of the Justice of Peace to act for him and
summon the members constituting the Court to assemble and sit for
busginess. These Courts continued to fanction till 1833 when they
were aholished with several other Courts by the Charter of 1833.
Several Burghers held these appointments.

During Johann Lorenz's tenure of the office in Matara he was

' held in high regard. The story is current that on one oceasion the

Governor, who was on cireuit in the Matara distriet, was coming down
by boat from Akuressa to Matara and bad instructed his boatmen to
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pull up at the residence of the Assistant Government Agent, who was

expecting him to dinner., The boatmen, however, passed the Resi-
deney, which was on the bank of the viver by the Fort gate, and landed
the distinguished visitor at * Lodge Harmony” where the Sitting
Magistrate lived. Lorenz roge to the occasion and invited the Gover.
nor to be his guest. The Governor yielded to the request when the
Asgigtant Government Agent, who had by this time arrived on the
scene, agreed to form one of the dinner party at “Lodge Harmony”.

Johann Lorenz was a man with strong domestic instinets. TProof
of this is to be found in the reverence and affection with which his
children always spoke of him to their friends as well as to the fact that
he himself taught them, not only accomplishments such as musie,
drawing, painting and dancing but also the ordinary subjeets of a
primary education. Further proof of his love of domesticity, if
required, is to bs found in the fact that he was married three times.
By hig first wife (Miss Roosmalecocq) who died three years after
rearriage, he had two childven who pre-deceased her. His socond wife
(a danghter of Captain J. F. Andre) bore him two daughters, one of
whom married Mr. P. J, Ludoviei of Galle (father of Mr. Edwin
Ludoviei, at one time Seorstary and Assistant Chairman of the
Colombo Municipality), and the other Mr. Charles Alexander Vander-
Straaten. His third wife was Anns Petronella Smith to whom he
wag married in 1813, The following genealogical particulars will not
be altogether devoid of interest. It will moreover enable the reader to
place the minor personages who flit through these pages in their
proper perspective and relationship to Lorens, whose own domesticity
was 8o proiounced, and which enriched his life at every turn :—

Johann Friedrich Wilkelm Lorenz was thrice married : (1) on the
12 July 1801 at Galle to Susanina Wilhelmina Roosmale Cocq of Galles
{2) on the 29 March 1805 at Galle to Maria Elisabeth Andrem of
Cochin;and (3) on the 21 September 1813 at Matara to Anpa Petronella
Smith. His first wife was born at Galle in 1784 and died on the Tth
. May 1803. She wag the daughter of Petrus Jacobus Roosmale Cocq
of Deceum in Friesland and Susanna Henrietta Leembroggen.
Petrug Jacobus Roosmale Coeq died as Sitting ~Magistrate of Ambalan-
goda 15 Aungost 1813, o was the son of Capt. Pieter Ambrosins
Roosmale Coeq, also of Doccum, The name, as the gquarterings on his
armg indicate, was due to an alliance between a Mr Cocq and a Miss
Roosmale. Ag regards Susanna Henrietta Leembruggen, she was born
at Nagapatnam 31 July 1766, being the daughter of Henrvieus Leem-
bruggen she was born at Nagapatnam 31 Jully 1766, being the daugh-
ter of Henricug Leembruggen of Leyden, the Chief of the Cinnamon
Department, by his third wife Dorothea Maria THeg, horn at Colombo
1742, the danghter of Johann Heinrich Dies of Hildesheim and Maria
Wilbelmina Blom of Colombo. Her half sister Petronella Jacoba
Leembruggen wag the wife of Nicolaas Tadema, Chief of Pulicat.
The latter, ag the arms indicate, was of the same family as the great
painter Alma Tadema. Maria Elisabeth Andrew, born at Cochin 10
Januwary 1788, died st Galle 22 April 1809, was the daughter of Capt.
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Johann Friedrich Andree of Golding (born 5 March 1752, died at
Galle 4 July 1790, and buried in the Dutch Reformed Chureh, Ga]}e)
by his wife Jogsina Magdalena van Harven of Cochin, who married
secondly at Galle 27 February 1791 Dirk Haiting, She wag 1o .doubt -
the daughter of Reynier van Haren of Campen, Hoof Administrateny
of Cochin (born 12 December 1734, and died there 16 March 178%).
The armg on his tombstone are :=—Argent, a fesse chequy guley and
sable. ‘ :

Anna Petronella Smith \{*as the danghter of Johan Gabriel -Smith
and Helena Catharina Ernst (born 1775), daughter of George Nicolaas
Erost of Nenstadt on the Aisch.

The children of the first marriage were :—
1. Henrietta Rudolphina Lorenz, born 1802,

2. Touis Charles Constantyn Lorenz, born at Calpentyn 12
Jan. 1803.

Both thege children died young.
The children of the second marrage were =

1. Johanna Wilhelmina Juosting Lorenz, born 4 Jan. 1806.
2. Anna Sophia Carolina Lorenz, born 24 Dec. 1807,

Johanna Wilhelmina Justina Lorenz was married at Mokara on the
924 Nov. 1834 to Petrus Jacobus Ludovici, Secretary of the District of
Galle, born 3 Feb. 1791, died July 1875. He was the son of Jan
Hendrick Ludovici of Amsterdam, Garrison Surgeon, Matara_\, and
Gertrnida Rudolphina Floffman, the daughter of Christoftel Wilhelm
Hoffman of Berlin and Johanna Margareia Meurling, who was the
davghter of Johannes Meurling of Westerwick {(Sweden). Jan
" Hendrick Ludovici was the son of Launreng Ludovici of Markt Elback
by his wife Johanna Margareta Elsebeen Westernhoff of Fustenau.
Anna Sophia Carolina Lovenz married at Matara 24 Nov. 1829 Charles
Alexander van der Straaten. Hewas the son of Pieter Engelbe.rt van
der Straaten, boekhouder in the Dutch service, and Maria Ehz:abeth
Kriekenbeek. and grandson of Engelbert van der Straaten of Singen
and Susanna Thysz. :

The children of the third marriage were :—

1. Margareta Frederica Wilbelmina Lorenz, born 25 A\}g. 1814,
died 16 July 1857. Married op the 6 March 1832 Andreas Lverardu‘s
Andree.

92 Laucilla Charlotta Henrietia Lorenz, born 22 Aug, 1815, died
21 Nov. 1890, Married 24 July 1837 Adolphus Wilhelmus Andree,
widower of Thomasia Dorothes Adriana Poulier.

3. Nancy Catharina Louiga Lorenz, born 20 Sept. 1816.

4. Adelaide Amelia Lorenz, born 20 Nov. 1817. Married George
Poulier, born ai Matara 1816. :
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5, Adriana Charlotte Henrietta Lorenz, born 29 June 1819.
Married 26 Nov. 1840 John William Ebert. . :

6. Harriet Agnes Lorenz, born 12 Dec. 1820. Married John
Drieberg.

7. Georgiana Elizabeth Lorenz, horn 16 Jan. 18§24, died 9 July
1825. :

8. John Fredrick Lorenz, born 5 Jan. 1827.

9. Oharles Ambrose Lionel Liorenz, born at Matara 8 July 1829
died at Colombo 9 August 1871, Married Eleanor Nell,

Andreas Everhardus Andree and Adolphos Wilhelmus Andree

were the sons of Willem Hendrik Andree and Clara Elizabeth wvan
Hoven, and grandsong of Fredrik Andree of Selles and Anne Maria
Douwe of Colombo. George Poulier and Thomasia Dorothe Adriana
Poulier were children of Gerrit Joan Poulier, Sitting Magistrate of
Belligam, and Anna Catharing de Vos. The great-grandfather of
Gerit Joan Poulier, Arnout Poulier of Bergen-op-zoom was the original
gettler in Ceylon, having come out in 1714 in the ship Schoonewal.

Joun Willem Ebert; born 4 May 1811, was the son of Pieter
Johannes Ebert and Anna Cornelia Mack and grandson of Rycloff

Johannes Ebert, Sitting Magistrate of Kalutura, and Susanna van der
Laan. The grandfather of Ryeloff Johannes Ebert was the settler in .

Ceylon. He wag Golfrvied Ebert of Aarneburg (Brandenburg).

John Drieberg, bern 17 May 1802, macried at Matara 13 July 1841
Harriet Agnes Lorenz.. e was the son of Gerard Joban Willem
Drieberg and Amelia Frederica de -‘Wolff, and grandson of Johannes
Gerrardus Drieberg and Johannes Catbarina Horn.

Johu Frederick Lorenz married a Miss La Brooy and died without
igsue.

The sponsors ab his baptism were Robert Charles Roosmale Coorq,
Jacobus Ambrosius RBoosmale Coeq, Maria Theresia de Lecuw, widow
Elgsenhans, and Anna Sophia Carolina Lorenz. His wife Eleanor Nell
was the daughter of George Michael Nell and Marie Elizabeth Conder-

lag, and granddanghter of Frederick August Nell of the Cape of Good -

Hope. Maria Elizabeth Conderlag, horn 1865, was the daughter of
Johan Frederick Conderlag and Elizabeth Hrfson, and granddanghter
of Johannes Conderlag of Hesse Cassel and Susanna Louisa Giller.

Concerning Liorenz’s baptism we have the following particulars. On
the 2nd. August 1829 the Rev:J. D). Palm paid his annual visit to
Matara and baptized seven infants, the first name recorded being that of
Charles Ambrose Lorenz, son of Johann Freiderick Lorenz and Anna
Potronella Smith. The application for baphism was signed by J. T
Liorenz and bore the following particulars in Dutch :—"Tet kind geboren
den 8th. July, 1829 te worden genomen Charles Ambrose Lorenz en
Anna Petronelle 8mith, echte de doop getuizen zign Robert Charles
Roosmaleeoeq, Jacobus Ambrosius Roosmalecoecq, en Maria Thevesa de
Leuwen, widow Rlzhens en Anna Sophia Carolina, Lorenz”, .
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Johann Lorenz's house in Matara was appropriately named “Lodge
Harmony” from the fact that the mermbers of his family whom he had
taught to piay on different musical instroments were accustomed %o
“discourgse sweet music” to the delight of the residents of Matara,
Picture extant shews them engaged in one of their orchestral practices,
while the father and mother listen with pavdonable pride to the
quatrtette whieh is being rendered. Apart from the fact that |'1t giyes
a glimpse of Lodge Harmony, the picture is not  withoud some historical
vaiue, illustrating as it does the interior and furnishing of a room of the
period, not the least interesting object in it being the spinet (the fore
runner of the Plano! with its guaint draping.

Tt witl be readily understood that the upbringing of so large a family,
even in an outstabion like Matara —on the salary of a “Bitting Magistrate™
and subsequently on a reduced income after retirement—did not permib
of luxuries, but they were o happy united family, keen in their work and
simple recreations and all without excepiion exhibiting a taste for Art,
whether in needlework, musie, dancing, painting or drawing. '

-Asa boy Lorens did not belong to the quiet orderty sort, the favourite
of maiden ladies of debatable age, but sll who knew him then have learnt
to realise the truth that *‘the child is but the father of the man”.  Fond
of play when play time came round, he was the leader of fun and fro_Iip,'
and many a frick did be play to the ubter discomfiture of his .Sbmd
juvenile companions whom he enticed into ‘mischief. Lep Ludoviei who
was about the same age as Torenz relates how they used to ride bave- -
back on the horses of the residents, for the owners of the horses were
anxious that their animals should be exercised hefore use on Saturday
morning, and how a dozen horsemen could be seen issuing from the Fort
gate and scampering away on the Galle or the Tan‘galle road. Probably
Lorenz formed one of this party and used to ride “Old Moses” who was
left to graze at his own sweet will in the “Teak Garden’. This animal
may be identical with “Alvarez” of “The Mysterious Club” formed by

. gome of the boys, and who met with an untimely end. -

It should not be a matter for surprise that a boy of quick intelli-
gence like Charles Torenz, even if as thé youngest he wus liable to be
gpoilt, would have his natural wits sharpened amid such surroundings,
but it is a fact that he outstripped all his brothers and sisters both in

- capacity and versatility. If an exception be made in needlework in the

artistic branches of which especially the sisters excelled, he would claim,
in after years, to have infroduced the first sewing machine intc the
island ; and if anything went wrong with it he would rub hig hands with
glee at the prospect of setting it right himself,

Charles Lorenz and his friends weére mueh given o amabeur
theatvicals and the former's father encouraged their efforts a great desl,
Here is a prologue written by the latter for the first play acted in Matara
aboub the vear 1840, The effort is & creditable one when it is remem.
bered that i6 was written by a foreigner in an acquired tongue i—
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. Ladies and gentlemen, pray how do you do ?

You see I am quibé hearty and ready for you.

Your obher friends also behind this same scene

. They wait for your eall, most anxious to bo seen,

Tt is our inbention to please, if you let us,

But should we misearry, pray then forgive us.

- The attempt is new and new things, you know,

Are nob quite so easy, bub come rather slow,

T think you never did see a play

At Mabara 51l this anspicious day

Look at our Theatre, our puny stage,

It will be a marvel in our history’s page

T doubt not will shine in next week’s Observer,

The Herald will trumpet our fame with great fervour.
“Stop, stop” youwll say, ‘you are too quickly running,
First lot us behold your art and your cunning.”

Well, then, I stop, and doff off my cap,

TIi we please you, I am sure you wilt all Clap, Clap, Clap.

0
Early Days
11

Charles Lorenz lived in Matara up to his thirteenth year and
participated in all the youthful activities and outdoor amusements of
lus.day. His father took a personal interest in his education and was
mainly responsible for hig receiving a good grounding in Knglish
Latin and Mathematics. At the age of thirteen the father felt that'
the b.oy was getting beyond him in Latin and Mathematick if not in
English, and he decided to send him to Colomho for his education
The gharge wonld have heen beyvond the means of the old man then 011:
pension ab _seventy years of age, but it so happened that his youngest
gurviving daughter was married to Mr. John Drieberg, one of the
most progperous Proctors in Colombo at that time, and she offered her
younger brother a home, The happy days he spent in the house at
the junetion of Old Moor Street and Dam Street, nearly opposite the
Colombo Kacheheri, the affection and care bestowed on him by his

. sister, the strict discipline enforced by his brother-in-law, all this he

delightec‘i to Spea_k of in after years. His father continued to take the
keenest interest in his welfare and hig letters te him breathe of an
almost womanly solicitude,

The decigion to seugl Charles to Colombo geemed to have been
takeq sudde:nly, tor his father attributey to this circumstance the
seantiness of his son’s wardrobe. “I believe you want a coat. very

. gorely” he says in one letter, “A Moorigh gshopin the Fort has been

opened where 1 could get cloth for a coat chieap, but how shall 1 get
your n}eaSUrem.ent, for the breadih of the cloth iz different? ™ Hatg
and shirts were unprocurable in Matara. As if to console hig son for
the tenunity of his wardrobe, the father goes on to add: “‘Your
mother has bought yon a very nice white cock and hen and is anxious
you should come over and see them.” He adds inconsequentially

we eat every day Jumboe for onr tree is full of fruits,” ’

In l;a.ter years Charles Lorenz was always sore about the incor-
rect spelling of his name. He said there were no asses (g-g)in his

family. He inherited this dislike from his father who in a letter to

him maks his trenchant remark : " T pereeive, that in the enclosed
circular you are registered as Master (. Lorensz. For heaven’'s sake
beg your good brother John to have that abominable error rectified
and your name properly inserted. Your name iz Lorenz and not

Lorensgz. The latter is a Duteh name but the former is a German

Eame.” It ig interesting to know that all his letters are addreszed tao
My dear Charly” and end with “ your loving Father”. The

9£1perscripti0n on one lotter is, ‘'To my beloved son Master €, A, L.
orens ", '
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Charles’ wardrobe, or rather the lack of ib,‘ conti}med to ocecupy
hig father’s thoughts, Not long after the former's departure for
(lolombo his father writes :-——" 1 regret very mugh that you have been
keopt out of your clethes for such g length of time, but it could not
have been helped. No cart, no dhony, no cooly was to be hfxd for love.
or money’” A little later he writes:— 1 liea.rn from Na_ncy g last lettell1
that you are very poorly off for want of .clothes, Whlc.l‘l I cannwe
comprehend, considering the scanty gquantity you took with you.

Already Johann Freiderick had begun t‘Q entertain high hopes of
hig gon’s future. In one letter ke wm’teg — Your letter, Y good b_oy,
gives me the greatest. gapisfuction. Continue n your presen't prmse};
worthy carcer and make oncg more the name of f.orens shine fort”
with gome lusire were it but as faint as the tail of the present uomfet .
The reference 1is probably to Halley’s colpet. He was at Qne Flm_e
opposed to his gon’'s learning Latir‘l:, as not hk_el'y to be_ of any .pl‘d.(?l"
cal use to kiim, but he later says: 1 freels_f give up my (JppOSltlon or
the reason alleged by you and your good' s'?lster N.ancy, w};_!_oh 1 cannot
disapprove . 'The father found some dlfﬁcul‘t‘y in providing _the soxi
with a box of wathematical instuments, but a httlf patience 1‘115_r 390(
boy, and you shall have one by hqok or by crook Ar}otl'lel in 1;5}—
tion of his pride in hig gon ig furnished by‘t_he, superscmatmn on his
letter to him:—" My, Q. Lorenz, Academician, Colombo,

[ugic of coursge ocenpied a large place i every _1etter.. In one of
themm{llii father in poetical vein writes about the I}ddle .Whmh th_rough
Lorenyz shall the goul of musie s_,hed” and mq_m:es }vheth.el_' it stll‘ll
gleeps on the wallj becaunge its sinings are brtoken , He cautlonsf his
gon not to neglect the violin nov the Hut.e. The elder.member&‘a of the
family were nOwW showing signg of age, to'r the father tells ’_nhe E;]O.I]‘:E}Tat
his mother and grandmother are bqth 111d1S[JOSGSl and he h1m§e t can
atand no longer,” for apparently bis correspondence was .pertorr.ned in
an upright pesition. In a subsequent letter, bs asks }}35 Son-1n~1a§7,
John Drieberg, to get him an invalid’s chair, adding that “"at my age the

vehicle will lend no assistance long and that term will prove shorter if
1 do not get it soon. H

Johann Lorens continted to be worried about the spgllmg of the
garname and asks hig son to remember to have the entry in the schro?}l
register correctly written without that d—d snak? (s) be}"gre lthe % 1
He gpeaks of having read his friend ,‘] W. Bennetts bog)k Jeylon an(.
sty Capabilities " in which he nakes ho_noqrable mention of‘ my p')ool
gelt in a long article but what does it signify when h_e spells fnyhnd}:rlne
Torensz ? Who would know whom Lie meant were 1t'n0t t?ldt‘ e -ad
prefixed to my name my office which T held at the time ViZ., Bitting

my beloved son Charly.”

The father iz now able to replenish the scanty v_vardrpbe of
his gon and sends him twelve yvards of cloth to be made nto jackets
and waistconts. - Tie wants his danghter Nancy t_o he asked wllu?th;zr
the price (six [anams per vord) is cheap or dear 1n Colombg. If t. re

Magistrate of the Morowa Korale? ” This letter is snperseribed: “Po .

!
i
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latter he will buy no more but will transmit the money. Ay showing
the straits to which he was reduced he sends seven pantaloons belon-
ging to Charles’ elder brother Freddy which he had oulgrown but
which he was sure would fit Charles. Stockings were unprocurable
and Nancy is asked to supply the deficiency, .but they must not be
“anbleached FEurope ones, nor Tuiicorin ones on any account, ”
Fooiwear he is unable to procure, he himself being reduced to the
necessity of wearing shoes all day in len of slippers. He ' advises his
son, if he is out of shoes, to go to a shop in the Fort and buy a pair of
“ Burope " shoes. He had a good deal more to say, but was prevented
“hy a sudden fit of oppression iu his chest which from time to time
overcomes him, and ‘which he tears one day will ”’~he leaves the
gentence unfinished. '

In the next letter he again speaks of his illness, He congratulates
Ohurles on his ° assiduity at sechool of which the prize he obtained is a
sure token ”. He reminds him again about the box of mathematical
instruments and inguires whether he still requires one ; it he doeg, he
will do hiz best **to satisfy him in every reasonable wish or degire of
his heart’. Charles evidently replied in the affirmative to his father’s
inguiries about the instrument box, for in his next letter he sends him
one that he says is rather rusty.

Oharles bad now attained his fourteenth birthday (1843) and his
father gives him some gound parental advice, thanking at the same
time, hig twe daughters Naney and Harriet for their good wishes on
his last, and in all probability his very last, birthday, as he expresses it.
Oharles seems to have been a very irregular corregpondent for he does.
not appear to have acknowledged receipt of the box of mathematical
instroments. At sbout this time, Charles gave his father a severe
shock by announcing hig intention of proceeding to Caleutta to study
medicine. “The mention of it to your mother and grandmother occa-
¢ioned the greatest astonishment to them, and the former was lamenting
with tears and sobs your proposal. As for me, T could not conceive how
ench a sudden impulse could have seized you, to abandon all those to
whom you are dear in thig conntry, of whom; after alapse of five years,
a number you would never meet again ; and to think of going to the
distance of go many thousand miles, and to dwell among strangers,”

The father goes on to dwell at length on the digadvantages of
being a medical man and proceeds :- “Can I, with that preearious
amount of emolument which Government allows me, guarantee to
equip you as a gentleman in such a City as Caleutta for five long
years 7' and much more to the same effect. But there was no need
for the father's fears ags Dr. Boake would not consent to Charles’
proposal, for very good reasons in the opinion of the father. The
father takesthe opportunity of contrasting hisown pastposition asa youth
with that of his son. ' T was not so fortunate as yon in my youth, for
my parents died when T was but a child, and brothers and sisters 1 'had
none. The little learning which I then picked up has carried me
through the world to this very day.” C ' S
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 Charles Lorenz was at this time very unsettled in mind as to his
future vocation. FHis father writes very plainly fo him:  Your
first wish after you left Matara was to enter the Academy and study in
it during three years. About a year after yon changed your mind and
wanted to go to Calentta. Some time later another whim took
possession of you and you wanted to enter the Normal Scheol. Now
vou make a new proposal”. He does noétgay what this is, but it was
prabably to study Law. * Far {rom thwarting you in thig, allow me to
ask you how long you lhink this new inclination will cecupy your
mind and when you suppose yvou will make a new application to me ?*
Tt may be mentioned that the suggestion regarding the Normal School
met with srong opposition from one of his uncles.

If you have really made up your mind and intend to accept the
very advantageous offer your good brother-in-law has made, I with all
iy heart, give my full congent to it and wish you joy and Geod's
blessing into the bhargain. That you gave up the idea of going to
Calcutta I confess was on my repregeniing to you the difficnlties, but
the business of the Normal School I believe, if T mistake not, I did not
advise you to give up finally. Be that as it inay, revolve well in your
mind what you enter on in binding yourself to the study of the Law,
It is the best study here in the Island, that you conld have chosgen, and
under such a Master. But consider my dear boy when you have
entered into. and signed your indenture, you must stand by it, There
is no retreat unless by a breach of faith.”

Charles had now bheen a yeur from home and his relations in
Matara began to miss him. “ We are all anxions to see your face "
says the father and he proposes thal hig son shonld pay them a visit in
Matara. He is very particular about paying hig debts and asks for an
account of what is due by him. “TIf you want any pantaloons and
coats of the sort of stuff mine are made request your sister to buy it for
you and bring it with you, to have it made up here, where clothes can
be made cheaper than in Oodlombo.” He cautions his son against
breaking his journey at Kalutara at the rigk of loging his seat. He asks
him to bring his " fiddle” and he will have it repaired " for I shonld
not like that you should neglect or give it up when you were in such a
fair way of becoming proficient in it,” He is thoughtful of the boy’s
comfort and advises him to take some refreshment at Bentota and to
avoid getting wet on the road. He proposes to borrow George Poulier’s

mule and saddle and meet his son at Polwatte on the ouni-gkirts of

Matara. .

_ In no letter does he fail to mention his son-in-law Mr. Jobn
Drieberg, for whom he enteriaing the highest regard. Ile closes his
letter by expressing his happiness tbat his son should have ‘' such a
flaming certificate from the Head of the Academy,” encloses a one
pound note for pocket money, asking him to change it in silver and
copper ‘‘and to remember the poor on the road.” The coach fare was
to be advanced by his sister Harriet. We have no record of Charles
visit to Matara or whether it ever took place,
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‘ In this next letter his father poses the question us to the value of
Latin to his son, chiefly on the ground of the expense involved in
learning it.  * At the end of your stndies, of what nse will Latin be to
you as @ lawyer ? It cannot add one iota to the better nnderstanding
of the Law of Ceylon pleadings. Might we 1ot employ the stim of one
pound more profitably to you ? After ] am dead, will it be éasy for
yvour mother to gend monthly aone pound note 9 He aske his son-in-
law John Drieberg for his opinion and advice in the matter. (In the
light of after events, a knowledge of Latin was tobeof the greatest .
possible use to Charles Lorenz.) ' .

As was to be expected John Drieberg of course was all in favour
of Latin and this, as the father expresses it, had the effect of “mollifying
hig stubborness,” and made him admit that his objection was based on
the ground that the money might be spent more profitably on the
acquigition of some more useful knowledge like Mathematics, Music
Printing or some other Science. He takes the opportunity of airin,g:
his own views in regard to the English pronunciation of Latin. *‘'The
French, the Italians, the Portuguese, the Spaniards, who look upon
Tatin as the mother of their language, all pronounce it in one uniform
dialect. The Knglish only have Anglicised it and are therefore not
understood by the others, However, ag most likely you will have no
dealings with other nations, at least in Latin, I shall say no more.’,

Johann Frederick now descends from the sublime to the common-
place and asks for two “Europe rat-traps”. The habit of snuffing was
well established in the family and the father conveys the thanks of
Fredy for the snuff box gent to him by Charles, whose wardrobe at the
time was a continual souree of trouble, The father cautions the son to
be very careful about his dress and clothing. * When you were here
you were not so attentive to these matters as I could have wished and
you were snatched from me before I could correct your deficiency. In
January I bought nine pairg of unbleached stockings five of which I
gave to Fredy; the other four I wear eversinee and they will will serve
ine another year if [ supplement them with others. The gmallest hole
1 immediately mend. ¥ He ends the letter by saying “my hand is not
80 steady as it used to be, but I feel T grow daily a little hetter.” A
letter dated the 21st September 1844, written by Johann Lorenz, lessthan
a year before his death, to his son-in law John Drieberg shows more than
many wordg can the exemplry life and the character of Charles Lorenws
Father -

Matara, 21st Sept., 1844.

My dear John, I write to you on one of the most remarkable days
of my life, becanse 1 intend to gpend it, not as formerly in feasting and
pleasure, but ag a man of my age and eircumstances onght to do, in
contentment and quietness. There iz something in my mind which
whispeys that, since my last letter, you look perhaps on me as a whimsical
fellow in refusing to accept yourand Harriet’s splendid offer of a Pony,
and T think I ought to give some account of the reasons which induced
me to do go. _I was once a man of substance and lived aceording to my
rank and station, but never in a manner called splendid. 1 gave no
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dinner parties or balls, was no gambler, no hard drinker, have kept
neither horse nor bandy'since nearly thirty years. 1 was not
extravagant in elegant furniture, watches, chains, brooches, rings., But
T had with God’s blessing a large family, and have sat for years and
years at table surrounded by fuelve persons. eight girls and two sons.
Was s=nbject to many reinovals from one station of the Island to
another in my situations under Government, Lost thousand of Rix-
dollars by bad debtors and others, several of whom died as beggars,
after having made away with sums of money recovered during my
long abgence from Matura, and lastly in the reduction of my salary,
which since 1834 amounts to 7,500 Bds.

1 had written thuS;, far when T was interrupted by the arrival of.

Andreas. who with Mr. Morgan was to plead a case in the Court here.
He dined with us and gtayed the pight over. He has hought a pony
whieh he describes as liké that of your father’s. He paid 30u Rix-
dolars for it and is looking for a carriage. He tells me he expends
91 Rix-dollars a month on the horge. Would mine, it 1 kept one, cost
me less a mouth ? How shonld I be ablé to get oul of my debts ?
I have paid to lask month 106 £ on account of interest and 33 £ in
diminuntion of capital; and ghall therefore not be able to pay an yihing
more living as parsimoniously as 1 ean during the course of a whole
year, Nowif Ido nof live so long, which thereis a great probability
nay an almost certainty of not, what will be the consequence ? Why
hothing else but that T will leave a curge on the ghoulders of my poor
family instead of & blessing. And now my dear Jobn, had I accepted
your kind present, would I not have acted like a fool ? DBut basta
palavering.t One word to the wise ig anfficient. How are you all ?
How does my Charly behave 5 Poes he please you? 1 hope to God
e does.

Many bhanks to Harviet for the sny boonljes.” TWicky pilfered a
hundred at Galle, vel we had enough heve for several days, including
the 21at of September. :

Yours affectionasely,
‘ J. . Lovenz.

Chatles Loreny letiter dated 108h. December, 1844 mavked an
epoch in the lives of the Liorenz family in Mabara. In it Charles
announced his infertion of being with the family ab Christmas, The
father stressed that in whatever kind of vehicle Charles and his party
travelled it should not be a brdlock cart. Meticulous instruetions were
given. It is in this letter that the father announces hig intention
of gelling the house in which they lived if he could ges two thousand rix
dollavs for it {or it seems to have been mortgaged. THe awalts the opinion
of his mother-in-law, The subject of the sale had such an effeet on him
that he was * melaneholy by day and abhaolutely resiless by night” He
had entirely lost his appetite amd could hardly swallow a single meal
a day. His wife was precigely in the same condition and would listen to

1 Portuguese for ~enough of talk’
Portug _ g
9, Tvench beans.
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no advice. He hoped thas Charles’ presence would have. an iveni
. - i ve- enlivening
effect on her. Tis mother for the first time in this series of lettersc:

;:r.rltes a short note to her son, expressive of her pleasure at hoping to see
im,

Whether this eagerly expected visit ever materialised we are unable
to say. The next and the last latter is dated 8th, January 1845 and
Johann Freiderick was a sick man now, but not so sick as to be unable
o take a .l_ively‘ ‘ir_n_terest in his son’s education. His wife also was ailing
for he writes, T am sorry tosay I can give no cheering account of you?'
poor mother. ” As for himself he savs:— By my ill-{formed and
111nf£wou‘red letters vou will pereeive that I am nob as well as usnal ”.
‘Ii{ga conbinuad to take a just pride in his son's scholastic &chievementsr

I am very pleased with your academical exercises which bear such good
marks of approval of your Professor, and also with your drawings, which
are much commended by all who have seen them here af Mata.t'a..’

This was apparently one of the last last letters writen by Lorenz’s
fath_er, for he died at the age of nearly 73 on 3rd. May, 1545. He was
buried in the Dutch cemetery at Galle. The ingeription bn his
tO{nbstone reads ;. ‘‘Bacred to the memory of Johann Freideriek
Wilhelm Lorenz, late Sitting Magistrate of Matara. Born at Temple-
purg in Prussian Pomerania 2ith. June 17727 Thxed at Galle in
Cevlon 3rd. May, 1845.”

) J. . Lovenz wrote some orviginul verses ug well as made transla
tions from German poets.

The following is a specimen of the later written in 1863 :—

LIKLE’S JOURNEY
(A translation from the German.)

By JogANN FREDERICH LORENZ.

Some sages and poets, with reasons prepared,
Our life to a journey by post have com pared ;
But up to the moment, ag far as T've known,
The stages we pasg throngh have never heen ghown,,

The first runs so smoothly through Infancy’s borders,
Where, as it were blindfold, kind Nature so0 orders ;-
We pass the afflictions which crowd on the way :
And careless of dangers midst Howers we stray.

We then reach the second, with bosoms high beating,
As lads and lasses so joyfully meeting ; )
Here love takes inside, between ns a seat ;
And feeds us with morselg, some bitter, some gweet.
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In stage number three, the road hecomes rugged ;
The yoke matrimonial has to be tugged.

And children require to be clothed and fed,
They run by the coach and clamour for bread.

But stage namber four most tiresome will prove ;

When as palsied old women and greybeards we move ;
Death sits as the driver —the vehicle shakes,

And slow and convulgive the progress it makes,

When Youth and Beauty are onward striving,

The gturdy old coachman will not refuse driving:
Bat all at the Inn of Repose he seis down-

Well, Coachee, if g0, drive on—Derry down !
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Career at the Academy
' 111

In the light of this back ground furnished by the.life of Charles
Lorenz’s father and the ideal home atmospher,e that surrounded him
during the most impressionable years of his life the reader will be the
better able to understand the influence which contributed to the
farmation of the son’s character,

Lorenz was now in Colomho to attend the Acadamy and took up

“his regidence with his brother-in-law, - John Drieberg, in his house

opposite the Colombo Xacheheri. The grounding he had received
from his father stood him in good stead, and although he entered as the
last boy in the last class it wag not long before he had worked his
way up to the first class. Shortly afterwards, when Dr, Boake wag
appointed Principal, he at once saw the high promise which the
intelligent little stranger from Matara gave, and with a father's pride
he took the liveliest interest in his studies, directing and assisting his
labours with the generous encouragement of a friend. This friendship
was cemented by many acts of kindness on both sides in after life.
The regard and esteem in which the pupil held the teacher was only
equalled by the admiration in which the latter held the suceess of
the former, . ‘

At the Academy thrown among young men of ardent mindss
Lorenz goon took his place in the first rank and whether at fun or
frolie, the manlier sports of the playeround or the diffienlt labourg of -
the day, he soon showed that he was no ordinary boy. Hig school-
mates. and among them boys taller by a head than he, took the mea-
sure of his mind and as it were by tucit consent gave him the first
place. Prominent among these was Frederick Nell, one of the
profoundest minds that Ceylon ever produced, and then came those
others who have all more or less indelibly left their mark on their time.
Among his fivst friends were those contemporaries who in many a fair
fought fight felt the keen edge of his intellect and learnt to love him
for his many noble gifts of head and heart,

While at the Academy he showed such remarkable application
that even with a less richly endowed mind he could not have failed
to carry evervthing before him by the sheer force of industry. Hig
wag not the irregnlar diligenee which by fits and starts at once betrays
the constitutional indisposition to work and the mental eapacity which
if it only condescends to study can achieve much. FRarly in. life he
telt and knew that there waswork for him of a kind of which his
conntrymen had need and he set about it with an earnestuess of mind
seldom witnessed in combination with so few years, to qualify himself
for the task, and hig very school books and exercise books digplay that
love of order, method and mneatness which in after life formed so
remarkable a feature of his business habits, About the year 1847 when
he was but emerging on manhood he was brought into intercourse
with Dr. Christopher Elliott and through him introduced to the
jeading literary men of the day,
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Among these was Dr, MaeViecar, the Rev: J. D, Palm, the Rev. D,
J. Gogerly and the Rev, R. Spence Hardy, and all these at once attracted
by the variety and rich promise of his accomplishments became his fast
friends, placing their libraries ab his service and pressing him with all
those kindly attensions which admiration for talent always shows to
kindred souls. With Dr. Mae Viear he was always a special favourife,
often spending a whole Sunday with him at his house in Colpetty, and
a8 he sat listening to the hrawny old mathematician who combined
poetry with metaphysics, he may well have acquired that habit of close
reasoning, that logical tyain of thought whiech, assiduously cultivated
with Dr. Boake, helped to raise him so much above his compeers in hig
professional career.

At this period of hig life, when he counfied no more than eighteen
vears, he was literally drowned in work. Not only had he to get up his
regular studies for his clags, but being now an apprenticed law student he
had both to keep up’his reading ag well ag to devote a considerabls portion
of hisg time to the mere meechanical drudgery of copying and engrossing.
The manysidadness of his mind, however, seemed to he equal $o mastering
anything placed before him, and he diversified the harder labours of the
day by giving every moment he could spare to reading and writing.
Dickens, after whom he modelled the style of his earlier writings, became
his favourite author. Inheriting the hereditary love of his German
ancestry, he took lessons on the flute and the piano, and was soon classed
among the best players of his time. Besides these acquirements he
turned his attention to drawing, and so rare was this accomplishment
considered ab the time that whenever a likeness or a sketch was to be
taken it was proncunced fhat none but Torvenz eould do it. So facile
was his pen thab portrait and caricature wereoften dashed off at a
moment's inspiradion.

Wa are indehied to J. B. Siebel for an insight into the days when
Lorenz was in the Academy.. “When T joined it”, Siebel says, ‘Lorenz
was already there and had got to the top of the Third Class in the Uppes
School. In the course of a year, Lorenz was far ahead of the others and
promoted to the Firgh Class, when he had to compete with no ordinary
class-matbes, e, g.,, Frederick Nell, Charles Ferdinands, Francig Alvis,
Abraham Dias and others, In 1846 the first Turnour prize was competed
for, and although Frederick Nell was declared entitled to the prize, yeb
the merits of Lorenz came so near that the Central School Commission
granted him an additional prize. In 1847 the boys of the Firet Class
left the school, having completed their course of studies, but not before
Lorenz had made his first venture in literary composition, The class
started a paper called ““Types, Rypes and Dykes” of which Lorenz was
the Hditor. It was a weekly paper consisting of original sonnebs,
epigrams and parodies. Siebel relates that he himself sént in a contri-
bution but that it was returned with the comment “‘Rejected-beastly
stuff”’

*“
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One of Lorenz's clogest friends in the Academy was Rdwin Alvis.
He was a very promiging pupil, and Lorenz and he were often seen
together linked arm-in-arm. Their fastes were very much alike and they
were congenial spirits. Both possessed great histrionic powers which
were seen to advantage on the stage in the Grandpass Theatre, where
the young men of the day acted plays. Alvis lelt the Academy at an
early age and entered Government Service. IHis talents atiracted the
notice of Sir Richard Morgan and he quickly rose to the post of Assistant
Registrar General, long outliving his friend Lorenz.

In addition. to Sisbel, another Iriend has left behind some remini-
scences of Lorenz. It is J. H, Baton. “T made Lorenz’s acquaintance
he says, “when I went up to Colombe o compete for the School
Commission’s Mathematical Prize. I was staying at the Royal Hotel
(which stood on fhe site of the General Post Office.) I knew Lorvenz
only by name then, At the time of his vigit fo me T think he had left
the Academy and was articled to his brother-in-law, Mr. John Drieberg,
one of the leading Proctors and Notaries of his day. T well remember
how the bright young man with a happy cheery face came up to me’
walking with guick short sheps and introduced himsslf as Charles Lorenz.
After a few moments of friendly converse he left me, promising to return
soon, He said he was going o see the Colonial Secretary, Bir James
Emerscn Tennent, who through Dr, Mae Viear, the Secretary of the
Central 8chool Commission, had asked to be favoured with a perusal of
the Latin essays of some of the students of the Colombo Academy. Dr.
Boake, who was then at the head of that institubion, had sent up some
of Nell’s and Lorenz's essays, and Sir Emerson Tennent had intimated
his wish to see Lorenz. It was in pursuance of this arrangement that
Lorenz was on his way to the Council Chamber where the interview was
fo take place.

“Mr. Lorenz” said Sir Emerson Tennent, "I have read your essays
with muech pleasure and I think I can say thati they are equal to those of
some of the best taught lads in England.” LorenZz acknowledged the
compliment with a bow. 8ir Emerson continued, It is my desire fo
encourage talent in the vyoung men of Ceylon and I want therefore to
offer you the Record-Keepership of the Colonrial Beeretary’s office.”
Lorenz pretended to he overcome by the generosity of the offer. The
Oolonial Secretary went on :— “Perhaps you would like fo know what is
the salary atéached to the offlcs. It is £ 48 a year with the possibility
of increase.” Lorenz bowed himself out saying: I will come back
when I want £ 48 a year, with the possibility of increase.”

Dr. Mac Vicar, who was present atthe interview, tried to call
Lorenz back, but he was not to be persuaded and continued to repeat
what he had said.. He returned to the Royal Hotel and related the
whole incident to Eaton, re-enacting the scene with a peal of ringing
langhter. Little did he know at that time that it would not be long
before he would re-mount the same steps in the eapacity of a Senator,
selected by one of the most gifted and far-seeing of the Governors of
Ceylon, to represent in the Council Chamber the interests of a peopel
and country proud to recognize him as their trusted representative,
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Asg hag already been stated Lorenw’s, father died at Galle in Ceylon
3rd May, 1845. There is very little extant, regarding the critical
period that followed in the life of Lorenz, all we know being that he
continued to live with his sister and hrother-in-law, John Drieberg,
Considering the tender relations that subsisted between his father and
himself, the death of the fourmer must have caused a severe void in

Lorenz’s life but we ean only speculate on the consgequences. Thesad -

event however, does not appear to have materially disturbed the even
tenour of -his life for it was about this time that Lorenz and his
compamons gtarted a band of their own. To quote Siebel again i

‘The two De Waases Chiarles and William, sons of old Capt De Waas
of the 8. 8, Seaforth played the prime violing, I did the second and
Napoleon Silvaf (a son of old Hypolite Silvaf) played the Tenop ¥iolin.
Torenz led with the flute (which he played to perfection); Lonis Nell
playved the Cornet; Frederick Kriekenbeck, a born musician played
flute (second) and sometimes the Kent Bugle, as the spirit moved him,
and old Gabriel Ohlmus (popularly known as ""OLD GAB”) the
instructor of all the young ladies of the time in Oolombo {whose
knuckles he often rapped for bad playing) was our grand Basgs player
and his ingtrument was the Opheicleid. We had practices once a week
in Lorenz’s * Long Room ™ in Mr. John Drieberg’s house, or sometimes
at Frederick Kriekenbeek’s corner house at Small Pags, Qur fame as
musicians had spread all over Colombo and our Band was in frequent
request. But we only obliged friends apd assisted at Bruilofts™ and
bhirthday parties,

Loreng, although the youngest member of the family, yet tock the
keenest interest in the education of hig elders. . While still a student
attending College, he says in a letter to his elder brother Frederick :—-
*1 received your letter in which you profess such an aversion to the
Post-clerkship of Matura. I am extremely sorry that such a measure
wag taken by you, in petitioning Mr. Cripps, but you must not mind it.
The matter can be settled easily enongh. In the meantime I must
express my great joy at your obtaining a clerkship under Barton, and I
sincerely hope that you will be assisted by him in receiving a good
galary. I hope also that you will conduet yonrgelf in snch a manner as
will pleagse your superiors and be advantageous to yourself, and that
you will try to improve yourself by constant application to business
50 28 to fit yourself for the office you now hold .

And there we come to a sore point with Lorenz. Himself an
exitremely neat person, he could not put up with slovenliness in
others. " Try to acquire a better and more legible handwriting, and to
write more naturally, since a great deal depends on your writing. " 1
was half vexed with you when I got your two last Jetters, for they.
were written so badly that I wag reluctant to show them to anyone”
He tempers this criticism by saying: " I am happy to say that your
English is mueh improved of late, and it shews that you have not been
idle in your studies. Never forget reading. In the absence of better

*Duteh for Silver Weddings.
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ingtruection, I don’t know of a more solid way of improving your style,
your diction, and extending your knowledge than by constant and
diligent reading. It is reading that Las brought you so far, and read-.
ing, i am sure, cax bring you further .

He goes on to talk of the examination for the Turnour Scholarship,
and mentions Nell, Pring, Ferdinands, and himself as the candidates.
“1 am determined to learn something at this eleventh hour ”.  Writing
the next day hesays, "1 have managed to answer all the questlons ,
but. qualifies this the next day by saying :—"'I know I answered my
papers very badly "' but as shewing Loren#'s care-free nature, referring
to an entertainment, he goes on to say : ** I am sure if T lose the prize,
the fun at the Ball will sufficiently compensate for the loss”. As we

now know, Loren2z’ papers were of such hlgh merit, that he shax ed the
prize with Nell.

Siebel relates one or two museial events. '"Having been called upon
for our services, we all met at 3 bungalow in a big garden in Wolvendaal
Street. We had a practive there and during the intervals we had large
supplies of patties and ginger beer. * Lorenz enjoyed this intertude. and
remarked to Siebel: “ What excellent stuff. * They must have a special
recipe. Like Oliver Twist, Louis Nell clamoured for more. Ahout
midnight they got to a house in Keyser Street and serenaded a young
lady, the acknowledged Pettah belle whese birthday anniversary it
Was.

Another such event was when old Mr. Jehn Van Twest, a well
known school-master of his day, asked for the assigtance of the Band
in connection with the XXV anniversary celebrations of a. couple
living opposite St. Paul’s Chureh at KKayman's Gate. At zero hour a
gun was fired, the doors were opened, and the old tinker and coffin-
maker and his wife who had just attained their silver wedding “ stood
before them attired in their Sunday best and beaming all over with
smiled. Suitable congratulations were offered to them in Portuguese.
The Band struck up the Wedding march and refreshments were served
round. The old conple then introduced their daughter to us, and
Lorenz gallantly jumped forward ane gave her a hearty kiss, an
example which we all followed. The old couple and their daughter
wept tears of joy.” ‘T met Lorenz the next day* says Siebel, "'and he
was in vaptures over the fun and {the entertainment we bad at the
Coffin makers, and was decidedly of opinion that old Van Twest was
the prince of jolly fellows.”

Lorens had now completed his apprenticeship under his brother-
in-law. This gentleman had inculcated in his pupil his own punetiliovs -
regard for the interests of his clients, and in 1849 Lovenz was admitted
as a Proctor of the Supreme Court, this being the nsual avenue in those
days for admission to the higher brapnch of the profession. The
examination wag purely oral and cannot be said to have been difficyly
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under present day conditions. It embraced questions on Practice,
Ordinances, the Law of Inheritance in Holland, and the Inglish
Law of Evidence. The examiners consisted of two Proctors and a
Registrar'of the Supreme Court. “Sometimes,” as James D’ Alwis tells
in his memoirs, ** the examiners had resort to what was known as the
Papegaya,* abook of questions and answers written in Dg_tch on
abstruse points of the Dutch Law.” D’Alwis quaintly adds:—"" 1 bave
no doubt that the Chief Justice himself would have hesitated, had he
not altogether have failed. in answering them”. Lorenz found no
difficulty with these questions. It isgaid that some candidates were
oecagionally admitted on being asked the single question - * Clan vou
make a Bill of Costs? ”

*Portuguese for ' Parrot”
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Travels Abroad
v

1t is said that Tiorenz’s first appearance in the Courts disappointed
his many admivere. The clder practitioners, who were familiar with the

_intricacies of native evidence, were more than a mateh for him, and he

felt bound to admit that a theoretical knowledge of jurisprudence was
nat the only qualifieation necessary to make a successful lawyer. But
he was not the man to admit defeat. He steadily applied himself to the
practical details of his profession, and by close concentrated work began
fio command success in & short time and rose to his proper place among
the practising Proectors of the day. DBusiness scon hegan to flow in upon
him and his first twelve months of practice shewed an income of £ 500.
Besides the ability with which he conducted his cases, his striet
regularity and the scrupulous honour with which he discharged his
obligations to his clients, soon proelaimed his name as that of the most
honourable young Proctor of the day, and with suech a repubabion small
wonder that business increased and multiplied at a rate tc which even
his industry seemed unequal. With such large demands on hig time and
attention he vet continued to keep in touch with the Press, as then
raprosented by the Observer, but with a ecapacity for enjoyment which
seemed to grow with every opportunity, he never missed a wedding feast,
a social party or a literary engagement, of all of which he was the -
acknowledged life and soul.

In the midst of these varied oceupations he corniceived the idea of a
local Magazine devoted fo liferature. The proposal was warmly taken
up by young aspirants after NHterary fame and with Frederick Nell as
Editor, the first number of Young CUeylon made its appearance in
Hebruarys 1850, This periodical had but o short career. The combi-
nation of balent which formed its literary stafl oughi to have ensured for
it a longer existence than the couple of years it survived, but the faet that
its career was terminabed not owing fo deficieney of literary merit
was perhaps some consolation to its founder. At last it was regretfully
necessary to announes its cessation. The writers who contributed to its
pages were able and willing to confinue it, bu$ the public whose support
only .could give life and permsanence to an undertaking of the kind was
unappreciative, and it ceased publication as many another has since done
owing to a lack of funds to pay the Printer.

Loveng of courge contributed his full share of literary contributions.
Closely imitative of Dickens, of whom he remained to the lash a most
loyal admirer, his style, if wanting in the massive strength of the periods
of Frederick Nell, atones for it by the very plainress of its beauby.
While reading his articles, o simple yebt so terse, the language expressed
s0 homely yet full of pathos, the sentiment so quiet and yeb so real, and
the spontaneous vein of humour that tuns through them all, one is
tempted o ask how a mind which seemed tobe overflowing with so
much fun, could ever have faken kindly te the dull, dry unimaginative
study of the Law. He himsel{ answered this question by guoting the
words of the great lawyer, Lord Ashburton, that “a mind anxious for the
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discovery of truth and information will be amply gratified for the toil of
investigating the origin and progress of jurisprudence which has the good
of the people for its basis and the acecumulated wisdormn of ages for its
improvement.” :

In the wear 1850 having married Tleanor Nell, the sister of his
friends Frederick and Liouis, whom he must have often met in their home,

e decided on & visit to England, an idea which had often ercssed his
mind. No one knew better than he that, however highly a man might

be educated, bhooks alone could not convey the-true life and spivit of o
natlon’s literature. It was necessary bo study its currents of thought
‘and to magter the infrieacies of its language o appreciate whatever was
grand and noble in its arbts and seiences, and to achieve this a stay in
"England was essential. He accordingly made arrangements for the
voyage which the increasing success in his profession made possible.

On the 10th. February 1853, he embarked on board the Persia in
company with his wife, the brothers Frederick and George Nell, and his
nephew Henry Anderson, the last named of whom did not live to retuin.
Frederick Nell, after a distinguished career at Cambridge, enteved
Lineoin’s Inn, was admitted a Barrister, and returned to Cevlon to live
only for a short time. Lorenz of course made the fullest possible use of
his opportunities, He kept terms at Lineoln’s Inn and in due ecourse
was admitited o Barrister. He took the opportunity during the vacations
of going over to Holland and making the acquaintance of the greatest
mindg there in the vealm of L.

Having already a working knowledge of Dutch, he was able to
perfect his study of the Duteh jurists and among the treasures which he
hrought from Holland was Vanderkessel’s own manuseript eopy of the
Pictata and  Inireductionem, in six volumes. He also got into
communication with a pupll and relation of VanderKessel, a translation
into English of whose Weses Selectae (Commentary on Grotius’

Introduction), a work of high autherisy in Ceylon, Lorenz was then:
preparing for the Press. He had an opportunity here of examining in ~

the University of Leyden VanderKeissel’s unpublished Manuscript
Dictata, being loctures delivered by that learned writer in the University.
At the author's request the Dictaia was never printed, but a manuseript
copy of it fell info Liorenz’s hands and in 1855 he published a translation
of the Theses, dedieabing it to his brother-in-law, Mr. John Drieberg, in
grateful remembrance of many kindnesses received frem him. Itis
believed that a copy of this work is still extant

Having accomplished the principal object which took him to
England, Lorenz’s thoughts now turned homeward, hut there was
yet one thing to be done. He seems to have entertained the idea of
securing a Government appointment in Ceylon, and the first hint of

thig is contained in a letter to Richard Morgan dated the 2nd March -

1855. *'I called on Sir Anthony Oliphant who was Chief justice of
Ceylon from 1860-1867 who said that in case the Governrment here are
willing to employ-ine, he wonld give me a charactor. Perfect good
nature in him, for he knows as much of me as the man in the moon,
judging from his having talked to me for halt an hour as the son of
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his respected friend Baron Lorenz of the Cape of Good Hope. Bub
things begin to look blooming for Ceylon, I should say, for Lord John
Russell is Secretary for the Colonies and Austin Layard, Under-
Secretary, and these two wiseacres may be able to knock ouf
gsomething excellent between them............... I must in striet confi-
dence tell you that I am guietly going to slip in a memorial on my
own behatf, and I dare say with the asgistance of the old judge, who
knew my father, the Baron, so intimately at his castle in Bloemfontein,
may be able to get a hearing. If so, and if my memorial is referred
to Ceylon, will you stand my friend in return forall I have done for
vou in England (ahem) and put in a kind word here and a kind word
there for me ? You will be Sir Henry Ward’s right hand man, I dare
say, and a hint from you will suffice—item, a wink to MacCarthy,
who may remember me as the very efficient Secretary of the Colombo
Athenaeum, and a great admirer of his handsorne lady who always sat
opposite me at St. Peter’s”.

There are some other pasgsages in the letter which are well worth
reproducing, if only for the humour contained in them -~ You will
be pleased to hear that 1 translated half a dozen pages (of Dukch Law)
at a run, without referring to a dictionary, and things here have come
to such a pass that my wife actually laughed outright a few days ago
as she found Bredin and myself gravely conversing for nearly half an
hour in good (?} Duteh. T can sing half a dozen street ballads, can
imitate all the street cries, can now read the (ouranite * quite serioudly,
and can, if I choose {but I don’t) swear in a manner perfectly horrible.
But with all these advantages I am afraid I can’t finish the beok
bhefore I leave England. Another book is over, index, preface, dedica-
tion and all. The index is a perfect masterpiece az you will gee. I
have now only to see the ravise and you will have it by a mail or two.”

In a later letter he says:—" As regards my return home, things
don’t look very prosperous. ” I met Sir Anthony Oliphant some time
ag0, who told me I ghould go asecond time to Downing Street and inter-
view the Under-Secretary, and I dreamt that night some incoherent
dreams about Colt’s revolvers and a quaking Irishman hanging him-
self to a lamp post in Downing Street with a bit of red tape.”

*Newspaper (Dutch)
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Return to Ceylon
v

Before leaving England, Lorenz interviewed Lord John Russell,
who, after listening attentively to his claims, promised that his name
ghould be mentioned to Sir Henry Ward, who was shortly to proceed
to Ceylon as Governor. Mre. Lorenz being in too delicate a state of
health to acecompany him, he sailed alone by the P. & 0. steamer
‘Oriental; and landed at Galle on the 27th Oectober, 1855. Shortly
after this he wag introduced to Sir Charles MacCarthy, who expressed
himself ag highly satisfied in regard to the testimonials which Lorenz
had brought with him from the learned profesgors of Leyden, and to
the end of hig career entertained a very warm opinion of him. The
Distriet Judgeship of Chilaw having at this time provisionally fallen
vacant, it was offered 1o Lovenz, who though he had formed no idea
of quiiting the Bar, yet wanted a faw monthg' leignre to put together
and complete his notes which he had prepared from time to time for
an “Introduction of the Roman-Dutch Law”, With this end in view
he accepted the appoiniment, as a residence at a quiet place like

- Chilaw would just suit hlm. He always spoke with pleagure of the few
months spent by him there, and made many interesting contributions
to the Pregs. Whilst he was at this station. Sir Henry Ward visited
the place, and staying with him, pergonally offered him the seat of
Burgher Member of the Legislative Council then about to become
vacant by Mr. Morgan’s appdintment s District Judge of Colombo.
Lorenz aceepted the honour as mueh to bis own satisfaction as fo the
gratification of his countrymen, who regarded him as the leader and
representative of the Burgher Community.

To a man of his talents and industry, the work in the Chilaw
District Oourt could not have proved onerous and, as has already been
geen, e used some of his time in completing the Treatise on Law
which he was engaged in writing. In his lighter moments he employ-
od his time in work of a more ephemeral charaeter. To the latter
eategory belongs the poem that follows. The brothers Richard
Morgan and William, both advocates, deciding to combine business
with pleasure, appeared before him on opposite sides one day in a case

which Lorenz was trying as Judge. Lorenz could not help being

struck with the humour of the situatiom, and perhaps, while on the
Rench he composed the following verses, for ag we have already seen,
he had the faculty of doing several different things at one and the
game time : — :
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The Lays of the Law.

It was a case from Calpentyn,

‘Was pending in Chilaw,

Which though commenced in ‘39

Had not been heard 1l now.

“And grant, ye gods ” exclaimed the judge,
{Smiting his bosom lustily)

“That T might, on the proofs adduced
Deacide the question justly .

The plaintiff had paid some seventy pounds

Ag fees to R--d M--n,

To come with books and white cravat,

And be his legal organ;

And W—I1l—wm had got a similar fes,

To keep the other at bay,

“And ho’ how happy I'd have been with the one,
‘Were the obher dear brother away.”

And thousands came from far and near,

To see this pair of M—s

Talking and shumping and quoting the law
And eyeing oach other like gorgons;

And nothing eould make it more absard,
Than the fact that many had seen them,
Dining the night before with the Judgs,
Who now sat injudgment hefore them.

The ease went off—as all cases go—

With a gentence of restitution;

And a bill of costs and a notiece to Hax,

And amotion for execution;

And good luck tio the Judge and Proctors two,
And the folks with astonishment dumh, oh'!
And good luck to the parties from Calpenfyn.
And the advoeates from Colombo.

Forenz was admitted as an Advocate in 1853. The order of the
Supreme Court that he be examined was made by Sir Anthony Oliphant,
Chief Justice. The petition to the Supreme Court is in Iorenz’s own
handwriting and states that bhe was, in the month of July 1850, after
having served an apprenticeship of five years under Mr. John Drieborg,
admitted as a proctor and praectised for two years and upwards. The
Court made an order that he be examined by the Depubty Queen’s
Advocate and the Registrar. These made their report on the 3$0th
December, 1852, and on this report he was admitted.
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Whil.e in England and Holland, Lorenz never missad an opportunity
of hecoming the owner of any work thai he came across relating fo
Ceylon, and he had one of the hest collections in his Library. He onee
purchased a copy of Ribeiro’s Ceylon and was delighted $o find that it
Wwas a presentafion copy from the Translator, Mr. George Les, to hig
father, the former having shortly before died in Amsterdam, Siebel
called on Lorenz affer his return and was shewn some poems by Lorenz’s
father whieh he had translated into English. Tworenz delivered a public
lectare on Holland shortly after hig return.

A very peculiar feature of Lorenz’s character, says J. H. Ea,ton‘

[11 . . * ]

was thg a,lmost.chlldlsh simplicity and delight with which he would
le_;t hig m_md run into some triviality of thought or expression which had
tickled his fancy in days gone by and which now came to him out of the

lumber room of the past. One counld not imagine that any man engaged

I some of the most pressing pursuits of life, moueh less a man such as
Lorenz Was,'whose mind must neceszarily have been pre-oceupied with
tkga multifarions dutieg of his profession, would allow his attention o be
frlti-;eregl away on some silly insignificiant topic which would not
ordlnatzll.y interest a lad in his teens. T can only account for this on the
supposition that Lorenz’s desire to be master of his will and keep his
mind under perfect control, induced in him the determiration not to be
overcome b‘y any freak of memory in obsouring his recollection of a thine
however trifling and unimportant it may he, .

) “What leads me to make this obgervation is that one d i
hig sifie ab the Bar Table in Colombo, we heard the tom tiﬂlrﬁﬁ?ﬁ;if Z
MOOI‘IS},I procession passing in the distance. This brought baek to
L_orenz 8 recollection the most prominent person in sueh processions
viz., the man blackened with soct and oil from head to foot with a:
oumbly wrapped round his waist nother-wards, and his hands knocking
together two short black sticks, by the sound of which he leaped about in-
the most frenzied manner possible.  Lorenz asked me if T knew the
st_ra‘nge melody of words the man shouted out on such oceasions, He
himself gave out the first few words and then kept racking his mind to
recall thf;a others, giving himself no rest £ill he got back the whole of that
mumho jumbo collection of words, jotting .them down in a corner of his
notfa book. It was a delight to see the feeling of intenge satisfaction with
which he regarded the accomplishment of this task, |

* Akin ifo this was the marvelloug versatility of talent which led him
o translate' Into paraphrastic verse, half Sinkalese, half Portuguese, which
was embodied in some suddenly remembered stanza which ma.,y ha.vé
titivated the fancy of boys of a former generation, but which would hardly
be remembered _by one in ten of the boys or men of the present day. But
such was the dissipation, as ome would 8ay, or conservabion of mental
energy, as f)thers would say, Lorenz perpetubated the memories of these
mongrel ditties in fhe facetious paraphrases, he delighted to jot down.™
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Another facultiy that Lorenz possessed was to do several different
things at one and the same time. Haton relaties that he saw him in the
Distriet Court of Colombo, writing at article for that day's Ezaminer,
at the same time carrying oh a conversafion with him and taking down
in Bhorthand anything of importance said by the witnesses in the case
he was pleading. *‘ There must be some persons” says Faton, “who
sbill remember tha red leather-covered note book in which he jobted
down notes of the evidence. In the briefs supplied to him by the
Proctors one often saw a P with a number, indicating the page o which
reference was to be made in the record. It was on the fly leaf of this
book that Lorenz in his own clear and beautiful handwriting had trans-
cribed the following verses from Longfellow 1——

**The longing for ignoble things,

The strife for triumph more than truth ;
The hardening of the heart that brings
Irreverence for the dreams of youth,
All these must first he trodder down
Beneath our feet ; if we would gain,

In the bright fields of fair renown

The right of eminent domain.”

“ His reading of poetry was refreshingly beautiful. When Enoch
Arden was given to the world of literature, one of the first copies that
reached Ceylon, I think, was the one which came to Lorenz. He went into
such raptures over it that he called on me one afternoon and urged me to
coms to Elie House that evening as he had promised to read “Hpoch
Arden” to his wife and a few select friends. Ie was in splendid form
that evening. We listened to him with breathless attention. When he
came o Enoeh's interview with his landlady and the garden scene
which followed, a scene which Lorenz parodied cleverly in his (hrist-
mas Debales), our experience of the lamp in the throa testified to the
charming manner in which all that was beautiful in that poem was
brought home %o us by one who made us feel, as he himself so manifest-
Ly {felt, that “one tonch of nature makes the whole world kin.” Not the
least among his gifts was his ardent love of Music. He played well on
the flute and the pianoforte, had a good voice and sang with eonsiderable
expression.”
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Love for Children

VL
Lorenz or Mrs, Lorenz, is credited with intvodueing the . Christmas
Tree into Ceylon. When the news got abroad that they were going to
have a Christmas Tree for the little folk in Colombo, many people
wondered what it was to be like,” The Lorenz family had now moved to
Sea Street and the invitation was as follows -

Mr. and Mrs. the undersigned, -

Being « little to pleasure inclined,

Agall at this season should be;

And having invested in crackers and toys,

‘Will give them to all girls and boys,

‘Who will come to the Christmas Tree.

Will you come to the Tree we have planted for ye,

Your food shall be cakes and your drink shall be tes,
Will you come, will you come,

Will you come to the Tree on Thursday evening ot 8 p.m.

C. A. Lorenz,
Eleanor Lorenz’".

The Christmas Tree was planted in the middle of the drawing room,
the floors in those days not being cemented but bricked. Dr. Boake
read out the names and Touis Nell, as the tallest man present, broke
off each prize ag the numbers were read and handed them out. ILiorenz
found one of the boys sulking and inquired what was the matter. The
reply was:— I didn’t get the marbles ; that fat girb has got them,”

“Now my boy, said Lorenz, ‘pigs are fat and girls ave stout” and he ook
the sulking boy fio the girl and asked her to excha.nge toys with him.

On another occasion John Prins had arranged for an impromptu
danee and an invitation had been sent to the Lorenz's. * We shall all
come’ said Mr. Lorenz, “ezcept Georgiana” (Mrs. Anderson). When
the message was delivered enquiry was made as to tho reason why
Georgiana was unable to be present. Lorenx tock the letter inside and
came back with a sheeb of paper containing a perfect sketeh of Georgiana
but with one side of the face swollen with a gumboil. The following
superscription was written underneath : —

" The reason why Mrs. Anderson cannol come,”




