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CEYLON CIRCA 1733
Through o foreigner's eye
.BY J. A.R. GRENIEB

What wag it like in Ceylon 200 years ago ?

-Let us take a dip into the past, not with the aid of a sun-viewer,
“Angena Fliva” or a politician’s megaphone but through the sharp
focus of a pair of keem Tentonic eyes, which be}onged to Johann
Wolfang Heydt, who spent two and a half years in our country way
back in the far off days of 1733,

Heydt came out Fast in the gervice of the Honourable the Dutch
East Indies Company of Amsterdam, In his peregrmatlons round the
Island, little or nothing escaped his perspicacity and enqumng torn of
mind. i

Hig Plates, bringing to us pmturea m‘ carefu)] detail, of the many

- places of interest he visited, h]ﬂ air of ¢hild-like wonder with which he

- Jays bare our weakness for “Miris Hodde” and boiled Jak, and his

"verbal portraits, painted with a brush moistened in a dish of humour,
“cannot fail to raise a nostalgic lump in the reader’s throat.

“Why, we are not...... much different from the Old Folks" , isthe

erdict 5 with all our Lazapanas and Bandungs we are siill very

Cmuch the same, revelling in the identieal things thal made them lick,
. ranging from © Wangediyas’ Pingo Iransport and Elephant Kraals,
Y to sending-our women off to work two duys after child birth.

. Fortresses

Heydt, with a ‘German's love for the elementa of war, it his bekt

“swhen he describes the many Forts that existed and his dranQS are
: freely gwen to enhanece their value,

* The Fort of Galle (Pmto Gale) was to hnn g Gastle, and ‘with ity :

: magmﬁcent harbour, a right worthy place to which he devotes'several
- pages, ‘a fact which ghould gladden the heart of a distinguighed

American Diplomat who writing recently on this quiet old Town,
laments- the 1ack of historical mformatlon abotit it.
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The other Forts he mentions were at Matara (Maderen), the Castle
of Colomho, Kelaniva (Calana), Hangwella, Negombo, Kalutara
(Calture), Katuwana (CQatana), Hammenhiel, the Castle of Jaffna
(J affnapatnam}, Kalpitiya {Calpentyn) and Mannar.

These silent bastions, eloquentlv characteristic ofastohd race,

were built, it 18 believed, largely of fiseile rocks set gecurely side by -

gide and one upon another and sealed with a cement-like blndmg made
* of goral breceia, quarried from the sea.

Some of the Forts have withstood the ravages of...... the

elements through the passing years and even today the gloomy .

éells of the ramparts of Galleare used for clandestine meetings
of an amorous nature, a purpose somewhat different, perhaps, to
what the builders had in mmd

Singing the praises of ' ‘Miris Hodde” Heydt says. “And when a
European i¢ sick he will at once be connsgelled to drink a pepper- -Soute,
which ig nothing elge but a good handful of pepper boiled in water,
and sometimes gome rice put into it {or when it is to be very good an
old hen put in} and cooked go long until the water is brown from the
pepper; and then it is drunk, and lights a Little fire in- the belly, 1

-have myself drank it often and indeed Wlth great pleasure, and have
had much. good from it”, .

Grocodlles do not appear to have changed much, either in. their
hahits or their ontlook. Heydt did not like them.

““Phe erocodile ig a horrible beast, which has four very short legs. '

It lives by seizing dead and living animals and men, when it finds

them in the rivers or streams. It resembles a lizard, but has on ity |

back a comb-like saw, which extends a considerable way down from

" the back along thetail. The creature ig terrifying to look at because

of itg size and horrible ghape”,

Reverence

Reverence is handed down the Ages and neither tlme nor d;stance
can dim its purpose. Of Adam’s Peak we learn from Heydt that "It
suffices. to say that they vigit thiz Peak very often, and take  their

- offerings every year, and perform their devotions there.  Accordingto

their statements and itg appearance, it is elimbed only with great toil
and danger. Right on top of the Peak there is gaid'to be a hugely

- large foot impressed in a rock, which they hold to be the foot of the
Budn and reverence as such”,.

His-plates showing us the unique, outrigger fishing canoe (in uvse
in Ceylon today) and his descriptions of it are revealingly familiar.

“Hach is bu'ilt-ffro_m one log ohly, and fitted with two planks at
the sides, as also forward and aft like stem piecés; but they are quite

narrow, 8¢ that ene can hardly stand in them'- And because they are -

very narrow and yeb carry a high sail, a piece of wood 18 attached by
two crooked sticks to one side of each, so that; if-tlie vessel heel' in one

!
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RNt direetion, .the “weight of "th_'e wood on the other side hinders this and
4 rkeeps the little-ship npright. When they come to land th@y pull them
- .up on the beach"

_ Heydtgaw a- wl]age hut bemg bulltf%[)() yeazs ago and from what _
B “he says it would not have differed at all from one existing in
- Uva today.

They build them usually with clay, whach they know hoW to beat

N , [ into wallg ; and on these they tie a, roof frame of long sticks or rods

4 7 and cover it either with long grass or plaited coconut leaves. Sucha’
‘  -houge, singe the rain cannot beat very much against the walls, can
- “stand unharined for a long time. . The floor is also made of beaten clay
“ . and on their feast days they take fresh cow dung, mix it with water
"into a thin paste, and smear with their hands both floor and walls quite
2 flat.- Although, while being put on it smells badly, yet after a few.
- days when it is dry this changes to' a pleasant odour ; the ants, which
S are a great plague in this countl v,-avold it.”

o One plate, * a view of Huelsffdorf” shows ns a beautifully -
' jcon&tructed well, in the courtyard which might reasohably be a model
" =, in our present lives. -

E : " The would-be harbmgers of prohibition may read to their

.‘--health in'thej ]ulces of the coconut palm

SR () looks at first like water in which ‘a little m;lk has been
cmixed....., it is then sweet and good todrink. - But if it stands for
_ouly a few houbs, it becomes sourer, and with about two quarts
“.one can get oneself a thick befuddlement_.....Whole gardens are -
: -'1a1d out for the tappmg of the juice...... : Y

..~ A rather novel method of - cookmg rice appears to have much to
,-_:.recommend it. .

S “When they wish to cook they“take on_e or two joihts from ) gree‘n
o+ bamboo tree and fill them half full of rice and plug them above with

- leaves. These they throw into the fire and let them lie till they are’
:hurnt black on all sides. Then they take them out of the fire and
- ghake out the vice, which hag taken up sufficient moisture from the sap
-7 -of the cane, and 8o eat. This rice serves them for bread, and is said to
v -be as delicate as if it had been cooked in the finest of pots, on account
of the sweet sap it hag drawn from the bamboo

Paradlse

CoERL AL Sportsman wouId have tound aur fair IsIe a paradxse ifi those o
o -’days . ,

- “In Ceylon one finds featheréd creatures in profuswn, Buch as

~-geese, wild and tame dncks of various sorts, hens. patridges, heath»

,.cocks, turkeys, peacocks, doves ‘both large and smalli.....8nipe, all

e dlsmay, that the1r ancestors were not averse to drlnkmg their N
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_sorts of waterfowl,..... There s alse to be met with a good store of sea.
7 and river fishes, of which some are not only of conmdetable size and

_ exeellence bat are taken in great profusion.”

Of the trees he speaks with much Lnowledge. of the versatile-

usefulness of the Coconut and Palmyrah palms. He also mentions
- fraits like the Mango, the Jak, the Jambu (Jampusen). Billing and the

Papaw, From among the animals he selects the Miminna for special

comment...... “and among them a little sort of the size of a hare are
found, which also has the hind legs somewhat longer than the fore,
like a hare also they are very good to eat and very appetigsing because
.of their beautlful appearance.’

The noisy Cicada- seemed to have 1mpressed itself on his mmd

_ They live on trees whose Jeaf is their food and nourishment, and
#t a2 certain time of the year they produce such a horrible and
terrifying cry that it appears unbelievable that such a small beast_could
make guch, The gound ig like the humming of a stock-weaver's loom,

bt much louder and shriller, and one hearg neither end nor beginning
of it.”

The temperament of the Wlld Buffalo has evidently
suffered no serious alteration for Heydt relates......“As ] came
nearer to the buffaloes and they saw this, some of them began to
anort loudly and stared asteadily at me. I was curious to see,
what would happen, but did not balt, but went on as fast as |
could, in order to pass them by. But one of them, after he had

gazed at me long from a distance, came running at me with such

$ury, that I feared that nothin good would gome of it. I too
took flight therefore as well as I could,” The rest of the

parrative says that Heydt survived the danger after consxderable
exertion on his part,

In these days of much controversy about the Medica] Profession
it is refreshing to have gleanings from the past of what it was like
in Hospital, in the good old days.

‘And thos the Over-master, or Doctor as one must title him there,

goes through all the wards, and visits the sick, man by man, and asks
each how he is i and this.is done in an hour, in gpite of the faect that in
my time, in the Rainy Season often 10, 12, and up to 1,500 sick lay
therein., - Mow everyone can readily Judge, what can be done inso
ghort a time......”

Transiated :
The Wangediya took pride of place in the anceient household in
the same manner that it doesg today. Heydt described it....,. “Further,

they have a wooden trough, or a block made in the form of a mortar -

. in which they pound the rice so as to remove the hugk,and to this
" belongs a pestle of 4 or & half t'eet, which algo serves ag a weapon of
_ defence.” :

i
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Perhqps the only difference now, is, that being more educated we

. have discarded this homely 1mplement the Molgaha, and for offence
- and defence we uge the knife.

i

Heydt has provided an excellent Map of the Island,and looking

. ab it; one cannot but form the impression that our Lanka seemed much

fuller around the abdominal region at the time the map wag drawn,
This is partienlarly apparent on the Western Coast, indicating that,
even with the march of science. little or nothing has been done o stem

man’s slow retreat before the gnawing appetite of the Sea

- “Heydt's Ceyion has been tranglated into English from the
German language, in which it was written in 1744, by the well
known canoeist Major R. Raven-Hart at the request of the
Government of Ceylon.

-{The _olijccts of the Union shall be :

. To prepare and publish a memorial history of the
Dutch in Ceylon, descriptive of their social life and
customs, thetr methods of administration, and the
influence of these upon existing mstetutwns in- the

Island.
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THE PORTUGUESE FIND THEIR WAY TO
CEYLON ST

A FraTuRE ¥OR RADIC
Script b Yy
DELORAINE FERDINAND

CAST | , ' SOUND EFFEOTS

Narrator ‘ . Musie
Franeisco de Almeida’ Storm-Thunder, wind roungh sea . -
- Lourenzo de Almeida - - Rowing
- 18t and 2nd Moorish Traders .~  Hinhalege chatter
“1st and 2nd and 3rd Sinhalese - Boom of Cannon
"Men

. 1st and 2nd Portugnese Sailors Drums

Captain Cutrim Footsteps in sand

Captain de Sousa Chanting of prayers in Latln

i

Nm mstor : The year ig 1503, The Portuguese, under the. command of :

Franciseo de Almeida have partially succeeded in controlling

the trade of the East, The Malabar coast is patrolled night
and day by the shlps of Portugal and the Moorish dhows are -
tied up, ngeless, in the little harbours and ports of the Indian

Ocean. The Westerners are elated—in a matter of a few
years they have suceeeded in wresting the monopoly for
themselves. Their's was an easy victory.

When, news comes — anpleasant, disturbing......o.cvveioiner,

(fade in sound of loud voices).

_ Portaiaguesé Officer: Your H:ghness I have come to report that thls

cannot be. Day and night our partol ships scour the Indian
geas. Not a Moor infidel will dare ‘the mlght of Portugal,
‘We have crushed them.

Francisco de Almeida: But Gaptain, thiz repdrt comgé to_-me from y
Ligbon, The market is flooded this season, with spices. The
Venetians have also got these goods. Bqt how ? That is

what I demand to know.
Officer : By caravan, may be?

| de Almetda: Impossible Captain, T tell you the Moors have’ smuga
gled the goods to them. g :

‘Officer :  But how, sir ?
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- de Almeida: © We do not know—but we will learn how. You will find

out.....,...(fade},

Narrator : - So the 'Portuguese patrol ships were sent out with fresh
vigour. Spies were set~ and the news trickled in.

Oﬁ%ce? (fade in) The Moors are cunning, your Highness. ’I‘h‘ey

" eollect the spices from distant ports—Malacca, Jacatra, the
Moluccas and the isle of Serendib, Then, they dare not
come up againgt us, so they sail far gonth, ereep up the coast
of Africa, slip into the waters of the Red Sea - and then they
are safe. The Saltan of Egypt i there to welcome them and
pay them well for their trouble

‘de’ Almemda So that’s how -they smuggle’ the spices to Europe' '

Hm'm! They are smart, but we must stop them-—for they
are mlnmg the trade of our homeland.

Oﬁ?cef" We need to keep a more careful cheek—-and a higger fleet is
essent1a1 yonr nghness

‘ de Almezda ‘No, this along will not do. We have confined our aéti-'

vities tos much to the Indian coast, We must now equip our
ghipg and send them out on patrols further afield—even to
the far cold south. We know now, where the Moors get their
Stuffwanci that’s where our patrol sh:ps will go. '

| Orﬁcer : Well sald your nghness. The King of Portugal w1l] have -

no causge to complain,

_cle Almeida: But there is no time to delay. Call all the Captains on

shore now—-they have a mission.. (fade out)

Narrator : And a new plan of action, to overcome the disorganised
Moorish trader, wag worked ont." -

L .
“de Almeida :  (fade in) You, da Silva, will sail south-east and remain

at sea for many moons. And you, my son Lourenzo, will
equip your fleet and go south-west., There ig a litile group of
islands, known as the Maldives~ try and reach them, and

. then proceed even further south, till you can intercept the
gea road of these Moorish smugglers, .

Lourenzo de Almeida : Yes, vour Highness, I will not return without
good news.

de Almetda Farewell, my son May St. Christopher be your guide

and protector (fade out).
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Nawwtm The young nobleman Don Lourenzo de Almeéida, set out
from Cochin with a little fleet of rine ghips, one bright sunny

day in the month of October. He was accompanied by the

Franciscan Frey Vincent, who was to cater to the spiritual
needs of those on board,

For .a week the fotilla travelled, under blue skies and

through smooth geas —pressing further south each day.

: Then, one afterncon, heavy black clouds banked up.
. Lightning streaked the sky and thunder roared and re-echoed
7 _(sound of gtorm-rough sea, thunder. wind).

Mountainous waves laghed the small Salllng vessels and
drove them off their course, (Keep up sound of storm.)

‘Lourenzo Frey Vinceent, what means this ?  Does the Almighty not

_- approve of our mission that he venﬁs His wrath on us by wind _

and gborm ?

Father Vincent:
- to whom He is pleased to reveal them. By morning I will
give you advice Commander Almeida, whether it is the will of
God that we should continue on our way to the Maldwes or
return to Cochin,

{Fade out Sound of storm)

Narmtor
. celebrated on board. And while the sailors loocked on with
little enthusiasm, the wooded heights of a coastline burst.on

their view. (Quiet music or sound of calm sea).

1t is the land-locked port of Galle. The light cances of
the hardy fishermen are drawn up on the sandy shore, while
a shouting erowd of men and boys drag in the ma-del over
-which the sea gulls hover in their circling flight.

Suddenly, from a distant high rock, there comes an
eXoited shout. :

Child’s Voice: ({echo-calling from a distanee) Hey ! Come up here
and see this strange sight. A big ship drifting in to the
ghore. I can seesome people on board............(fade in ex-
cited Sinhalese chatter’.

Ist Sinhalese Voice: Look ! they are lowering a small boat..

2nd Sinhalese Voice: They are rowing out to shore.

" Child's Voice: They look like some strange beings, They have white
© sking. ' : '

The Mysteries of God ean only he explained by those

But at dawn the fearful monsoon wind abated. Mass Wasi‘ .

. DUTCH BURGHER UNION | ' 9

_fm?ea,lese Voice: These are not our Moor traders-—(Brmg up
S sound of rowmg)

Wenzo We have come to gome primitive place The people look
" @ eurious lot,

' 'Pa:r myuese Sailor: 1 think Coinmander, that we have discovered
a new land. This is not the Malapar.

Lourenzcv Let s beach the boat here and try and make some inguiries
——Keep your muskets handy men, we can never be too gure.
( Excited Sinhalese chatter in background).

o I—Iey fellows ! What Iand is thig? They don’t seem to
understand. Is—this —~INDIA ?

1st Sinkalese Voice: India? Al Indiayé'Nal Lanka
Lbdi‘én;m- Na—Lanka ? What is na-Lanka ?

_nd .Smka.!ese Vowe. Se—;—renw-dhip _

Ist Partuguese Sazlm*; .Dld. you recognize that ‘Qommander? e '

saye Serendib. That’s what the Moors call theisland they get
their cinnamon from. We have come to Igland of Ceilao.

Lom*enzo ~'Oh of course ! " Marvellons luckt To think that a sﬁortp
: “had to bring us here.- Ask this man where we cdn meei hlE
King. : . .

1st Pbrtuguese Sciilor : You—EKING? We want to see. your ng .
o (murmur of 51nhalese) -

bdreﬁ'zo:'\_No. gay Raja. The Indian word for King, They mlght '
. understand

' Your-—~RaJa-—where‘? o -

',:?nd Smhalese Vmce Ah ! RaJa Koluntota, Kolunbo.

OUTENZ0 : Kulunbo—-that. s their chief port, and that's where theu- :
n ng will be* ,

¢ Pm-zfuguese Smlai Hegeems to'know what we want Commander.
..~ See, he makes mgns for us to follow. Shall wego?

,Louremo " No, let us ot sall for Kulunbo keepmg 4§ near to the'
' shore, as posslble TN
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Narrator: And on the 15th of November, 1505, the fleet anchored
oft Colombo-—the chief mart of the Island’s trade,

The harbour was crowded with shipping; some of the
vessels were taking on board the elephants and the cinnamon
for which the Island had always been famious throughout the

Hast; others were recewmg copra and the fresh nuts of the ‘

coconut tree, tlmber and ivory.

Thig trade wag in the hands of a co]ony of Moors, who
had been allowed to build for themsalves bangasalais or store-

Louses to stock their merchandise,

The arrival of Dom Lourenzo and his fleet naturally
caused alarm amongst these people.

18t Moorish Trader : (fade in) Hmm ! the white trader had found his
way to Kolonteta, Thisis the end of onr freedom here.

" 2nd Moorish Trader; No Mustafa.

strong foothold here, as they did in In_dia.-

18t Moorish Trader : But how? "We aren’t strong enough.

ond Moorish Trader:  Listen ! They will surely want to meet the
ng———but this would be fatal to ug. For, Vira Parakrams,
in fright, will grant them whatever they ask We must try

to drive these Portnguese away before that can happen,

13t MoorishTrader: By Allah ! T get what you mean. The whiie
men will soon come ashore to get fresh food and water. We
musi instigate the towns-people to set upon them-even kill a
few of them, When the Portuguese Captain sgees that the
people here are unfriendly—he will withdraw,

2nd Moorish Trader : That’s right Mustafa. Let ws go qmckly io
the market place before the Portuguese arrive
(fade out).

(Bring up the street chatter and voices).

Ohild’s Voice:
They are evil men, I think,

Woman: 1 told you not to go near them. -

Ist Voice Sinhalese : They must be devils.

ig true. Come on, let us set npon them and drive them away
before they harm our people :

Why should we let it be so. .
We will drive them away from Serendib, before théy get a

(excited) Father—mother—I saw a group of whité
men just now eating hunks of white stone and drinking blood. - -

‘What the Moors told us

HUTEH BURGERR UNION 11

'Sm?aalese Voices : (angry) Yes, kill the white strangers. Kill the

Farangi.

(Sounds of ﬁghtlng—-shoutmg)

' Partugucss Vowes Stop it you fools. We come to you as friends.

".Smha.lese Voices: Kill them! Kill them !

._Nar?"atm . The Portuguese hurriedly Sent 2 messenger to the1r
. Commander on board ship,
Go tell the Com-

Portugeucg Sailor: (Raising voice above din.)

S ~ mander,

: gnd Portuguese Sailor : (Also shouting). We have signalled the ship.
' They will open fire now. Take cover! {Boom of Cannon—
Bang, Bang, Bang-Screams), )

-Sinhalese Voices: 1st: They are not men, they are gods.
‘ 2nd; We can’t fight people who. call upen the
. heavens to send thunder.
3rd: It’s no use, let them move freely in our land.
1st: Let them do anythmg in our country.-
lst Moomsh Trader - Yon foolish people. You will regret this.
' Listen to ug, your Moorigh friends. - We have traded with you
. for g0 many years—listen to us. Don’t let the Farangi
become yonr masters. Don’t be decelved ............ (fade out)
fade out sounds of fight). :

R 'Ist Portuguese Sailor: (fade in)yHa! Ha! One volley from our ship’s
' cannon and these people are like scared rats.

- 2nd  Portuguese Sailor : fDont blama these iglanders. It is our
Moorish rivals who have set them up. Ah! but here comes
Commander. de Almeida.

- He wants to address us.

e Lourenzo {addressing his men). The King of thiskingdom of Kotte

o —sgends word to us, He is willing to receive us, as his friends
and accordingly, wishes us to send a repregentative fo attend
hig court. This is a good augury. Captain Fernae Cotrim, T
have decided to send you to the King., Discuss matters with
his court and if possible arrange that a treaty be drawn up.

“Cotrim: Yes Commander de Almeida.

Lourenzo: You may take a band of nine men, to attend you,

. Uotrém : When do we leave, Commander F
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" Lourenzo: . At once Cotrim,

Cotrim + Aye, Aye Commander.

Lourenzo; Er—Qne thing more, ‘man. I will fire the ships. cannoh'-
at every turn of the honr glass, Now, this will help you

gauge the t.ime and the- digtance you have to travel to the
palaice. Listen for the report of the gun——it will be a link
with as,

Cotrim ;  Very well Commander, _ _ [

" Lowrenzo: Good luek, man | (fade 6ut) {Bring np sound of fbotstéps :

trampling in gand), - :
Cotrim: Whew! What heat !

‘158 Portuguese Sailor: The sun ig now low in the heavens. Wo have
been walking many miles Captain Cotrim. '

Cotrim: Yes, it ig about a whole day—and yei no signs of the palace.

#nd Sailor: I think some treachery is afoot sir. ‘I was told that

Kotte was a few miles from the port.

Qotrim:  Yes, it is ecertainly peculiar-the scund of the cannon confirms
this. Judging by the distance we've walked we should not
be ableto hear the cabnon by now. (Boom of cannon in
digtance,) :

1st Portuguese Satlor - Ah 1" There it goes again, ';

Cotrim tﬁBut our guides seem friendly, so let’s not show we suspect
em. -

S N \ . . '
-#nd Portuguese Satlor: There's no harm in keeping our muskets
cocked and ready, eh Captain ?. (fade out). :

Narrator:: The councillors of the King of Kotte had no desire to let

{;he foreigners learn that their capital was only an hourg
journey from the sea. . * Farangiya Ko'tteta giya' vage” ig
‘the Sinhalese proverb which still preserves the memory of
. the ruse which was practised on the envoy. Up hill and.

down dale by a circuitons route for three long days, Fernao .

Cotrim travelled, till at length footsore, he arrived within
sxgh't of thg city. Jayawardhana Kotte’—-the fortified ecity
of vietory, it was then called.

‘ _The _Pprtuguesg envoy however, wag not granted an
aud{ence Wlt_h the King himgelf. Friendy negotiations were
carried on with the royal ministers. T

DHUTCH BURGHER UNION ' 13

~Clotrim : (fadé in) We only seek peaceful trade. And if your King

sG desires it, it is the custom that he should send a yearly
present to our King in Portugal in token of the existence of
that peace and friendship. : '

13t Sinhalese Voice: The Chakravarti, our Emperor, has already heard
: of the doings of your people along the coasts of Agia. You

do not always remain ab peace...... .

Cotrim. On those who do not accept our terms, we declare war. But
it is to your advantage to preserve peace between us. We
guarantee to protect the ports of your ruler. We are a power-
ful race. ‘ L :

2nd Sinhalese Voice: Very well, Captain Cotrim, ryour offer has

already found acceptance with our Emperor, and his Couneil,
and we consent to give you a yearly present. Our Chakravarti
moreover wishes it to be known that he will be pleased to
negotiate a treaty if His Highness Dom Lourenzo de Almeida
will gend an ambassador to his court...... (fade out)

 Narrator. The envoy now returned. Dom Lourenzo was g0 pleased
' with the success of the mission that he wasted no time in
despatching Payo de Souza, ag ambasgador {(Sound of magul
bera in hackgronnd) :

Accompanied by the King's courtiers and led in procession
with elephanis, de Souza arrived at Kotte. Proceeding
through the gaily decorated city he arrived at the Audience
Hall, which was hung with the ri¢hest of fabries from Persim
‘Here silver lamps and torches resting on silver stands served
to relieve the sombre gloom. Under the great Makara Torana
of stone, roge the Lion Throne of ivory, on six stages, covered
with cloth of gold. Seated thereon was King Vira Parakrama
Bahu, the Chakravarti, Lord of Lanka, : .

Advancing slowly between the rows of armed men de
Sonza, dressed in green velvet, carrying a sword in silver
scabbard, halted at a respectful distance and made profound
cbeigance. '

{Sound of brass gong or burst of drums)

‘Sinhalese’ Herald His Highness, the Chakravarti, Our Lord, Emperor

“of Lanka, acknowledges the greetings and tokens of friendship
conveyed to him by Commander Tom Lourenzo de Almeida
through his loyal ambassador, Payo de Souza.

The Emperor wishes it known that he promises to give to
the King of Portugal and the subjects who come in his name
an anpual tribute of cinnamon, amounting to 400 bares.

i
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The Kmperor rmoreover records his willingness to
acknowledge the supremacy of the King of Portugal over all
his dominions which include the linds from the Kala Oya in
the north, to the Valave Gange in the southwfrom the sea. to
the central hills.

So swears the Chakravarti- meero: of Lanka (Brass
gong o7 drums). '

de Souza. Captain Payo de Souza, ambassador of the King of Portugal,
acknowledges the generous tribute of einnamon from the
Emperor of Lanka and in refurn promises to defend -the
ports of Ceilao against all enemies,

So swears Captain Payo de Souza, ambassador to the King

of Portugal. (Brass gong or drums)—{fade out)

Narmtm A Sannas, written in Sinhalese, on a sheet of gold,
recording the agreement was then given to the ambassador
with permission to return to hiz vessel, The promised

cinnamon together with two little elephants were, despatched .

on board.

Then on a chilly .Tanuary day, Commander Dom
Lourenzo de Almeidu and his little fleet maderready to gail
away.

On_ the bleak headland in which the rocky Galbokka

terminated, a small group of white men gathered to celebrate

Mass. Here, the foundations of a little chapel were laid.........
(chanting of prayers in Latin)

Father Vincent., This day i blest the Church of St. Lawrende—
' dedicated to the patron saint of the good Commander of our
fleet-Commander Dom Lourenzo de Almeida ......... {fade ont

gound of chanting)— (bring up sound of waves in background),

Lourenzo.
perform. As it is the custom of our nation I order that there
ghall be engraved on thisz large rock, at this point called
Galbokka, the padrao ag a sign that we. the Portnguese, came
to this island of Ceilac in the year 1505, Captain Cotrim, get
the men to work on the padrao. '

Cotrim. Very well Commander.

Narrator,
Chrigt, with the arms of Portugal elegantly ingcéribed, i3 now
placed in the Gordon Gardens, which adjoins Queen’s House,

Cotrim 1 The job ig done Commander and the rowing boats wait to
convey us agross o the fleet,

Before we depart there is yet one ohligatien we must -

This memorial gtill survives, The boulder, the Cross of
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---Loumnzo We are ready. 1leave you now Captain Jane Mendes
: Cardoso, at the head of this small band of our soldiers to
remain in this igle of Ceilao. Protect you the factory we have
built here and engure for us a regular tradein cinnamon,
. from this island.
Cyst Portuguese Sailor : -God speed you Commander, (fade out)
Ha\?ing exchanped these cordial good
Lourenzo and his armada sailed away.

N arrator, wishes, Dom

- It was not long however, before the small garrison left
behind in Ceylon under the command of Cardoso, were set
upon and molested by the Moors and a section of the

* Minhalese. The news reached the Viceroy i~—

" Francisco 'This is indeed dmturbmg
“de Almetda,

. Portuguese Officer : Send me, your Highness, with a small Heet and

L I’ll punish these infidels. _

.de Almeida: It's no use Oaptam When our fleet withdraws the
: promiges of the King are of little value.
ourselves at the moment, in India and with the powerful
Sultan of Egypt, to waste our men and shipg; and avenge this .

.- ingult. _ : .

' :_Pofiuguese Officer : . But we must go to the help of our men in Ceilao.
.'de Almeada I wili give orders to abandon the factory and - recall the

garmson Maybe someday, times being more faveurable to

.us in the East, we can return to this island.of Cleilao which

my son accidentally, and by the will of God, found. (fade out)

rreeanes MUSIC ...

T]ze obJects of the Union shall be :

To promote the moral, mlellectual and socml well
- being of the Dutch descendants in Ceylon

'5,

Weare too bugy .
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THINGS IN GENERAL |

FROM A WOMAN'S STAND-POINT

CONVERSATIONLESS HOMES

[By Athena]

People talk at the pregent day as much ag they ever have done,
* * o * :

()‘onveraatmn with the ancient Greeks wag an art, and’ once agsin
it is becoming the cultivated medinm for the circulation of ideas.
w ¥ _ b e ‘ w
This s what strikes one everywhere outside our homes, but it ig
almost, with hardly an exception, the missing quantltv within oor
_ homes, - It ig'strange but none-the- less true. :
' * * - -k .
Talk there ig in plenty ; reerimmahons about the servants, chatter.
about friends and neighbours and children, discussions regarding food
and the prices of things, references fo houselmld worries ; talk in
plenty but no conversation. _ .
* % * . Kk
Not even after we have been out of onr homes, at church or

‘

nieetmg friends at auy social gatherings, is there anythmg like conver- -

gation. There will be a lot of gossip and geandal, or a criticism of the
germon ; but nothing ingpiring or entertaining, :
¥ 4 IR 1 *
- ‘It i surely this mabﬂ]ty on the part of the average person to
"make eonversation that is almost directly responsible for the breaking
up of home life. We find g0 much more fosd for conversation when
- we get outsule onr own homes, at the home of a f1 iend or elgewhere,
* +* S 4 %

Where lies the fault ? I think it is in familiarity——in the slacking *

. off of the degire to pleage on one side, and the gradual failore of ap-
preciation on the other. In shork, the total absence of real conversation
amongst people who have lived long together, and know each other

" too well, _
'S * * : *

And how can we remedy thig? By tryin not to. be too familiar
with onr family folk, be they wife, husband, sister, brother, mother ar

father, We might try the experiment of meeting and treating those.
-we know, so well, ag if meeting strangers for the first time, ILet ustry 3
to make as great an effort to impress these intimate people of ours as

we would do to impresg the man or woman to whom we have jast been
' 1ntroduced The expenment is worth trying !
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Many husbands there are, and wives too! Who have acqmred the
hablt of listening with theéir ears, while brain and soul take forty winks

. under the shelter of a few well-chogen mtemectmns ihat help on the

flow of words. ‘ _
* * * . *
It is small wonder then that those who only force ialk, and no
conversatmn, in-their ownrhomes, learn to prefer the homes of others,

-1t is no matter for suvprise too, that to take a walk, or spend a few

hourg, with one’s nearest and dearsst, in time becomes a positive duty,
or it is gelfishly regarded as a time for resting from the necessity for
speech of any kind, :
# y-1 * # . .
Lack of appreciation and encouragement are also vesponsible for
often making ng fee) tongne-tied in cur home eircles, Given g kipdly

. gympathetic listener, who ig honestly interested in your ideag, and is

quite ready to discuss them intelligently with you, a pleasant conver-
gation will be the rezalt, But if one meets with a rude shub from one
of thege too familiar ones, one is effectually extingnished, and the
desire for all conversation dies, until away from such a depressing
atmosphere. .

* % ok *
It would be a good plan if we would make it a riile when all the

' family meet together at meal times or any other leisure hour, to banish

all personal and trifling matters frow Jiscnssion, since none of them
have a very enlightening effect on the mind, and to discuss instead the
thousand and one events of the day of public inferest. The happen-
ings in the great world outside, as detailed by the daily and weekly
newspapers, will afford an endless variety of gubjects for intelligent

_conversation. The books we have lately been reading ioo, afford
" interesting themes for much animated discussion. Conversation of

this nature takes us out of ourselves, and make ug forget for the
moment the narrowing trivialities and personalities that threaten to.
become guch an ohsession with us in our daily lives,

' * * # *

Thers is perhaps ne method of improving the mind more effective,
and certainly none more agreeable, than a mutual interchange of ideag
on various gsubjects in convergation, ¥aets whieh appear dull to us
when gtundied in solitude, gain the liveliest impressions when we

- discuss them with another.

Tk * Tk o
“To make conversation a success,” says Dr. Johnson, ‘there muat

-be in the first place a kunowledge of the subject under discussion; in

the second there must he a command of words; in the third there must
be imagination to place things in such views as they are not commonly
geen in ; and in the fourth place there must be presence of mind, and
a resolution that it ie not to be overcome by failure. This last is an
esgential requisite ; for want of if many people do notb excel in con-

_vorsation.”
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THE CEYLONESE DUTCH, AS DESCRIBED

BY OLD WRITERS ON CEYLON

The Reverend James Selkirk of the Church Missionary Society
laboured in Ceylon for thirteen years from 1826 to 1840, On hig
“raturn to England he published, in 1844, a volume of “Recollections”,
and the following extracts relating to the Dutch people in thsz Island
will be read-with interest,

“The Duteh, who, together with the Portuguese, are called the
‘Burghers’, forms but a small portion of the inhabitants of Ceylon,
Most of them are descendants of officers and others who belonged to the
military and civil eslablishments of the Dutch East India Company,
while in possession of the Island. Though much reduced in circum-

stances since the Island was ceded to the English, they continue to keep-

up the appearance of great respectability. Tn general they partake of
the listlessness-which characterizes the native population, but they are
in great measure free from those vices which are so degrading to some
of the other clagses. Their own langunage is not much used among
“them, except it be among the aold ladies. The common language used
in their families is Portnguese. They have filled situations of impor-
tance and- respectability under the Enpglish government. They are
employed in the Courts of Justice, where some act in the capacity of
magistrates, and others as secretariés to the courts, or clerks in govern-
ment offices, and have been found, by the experience of nearly half a
century, to be trustworthy. The dress of the young people is pre-
" cigely the same ag that of the T Enghsh though perhaps they are more
_fond of gaudiness and display in their dress than becomes their
“gtation in zociety, or can well be borne by their incomes. The dress
~of-an old Dutch lady approaches to that of Enghsh ladies in the middle
of lagt centnry, and high-heeled shoes are still in vogue among them,
In passing through the streets in the middle of the day, the face of a
Dutch lady is not . to be seen. In the evening they make their
appearance. either leaning over the Aalf-doors of their own hous'es, or
Walkmg through the streets, or in the pubhc walks, or driving m the:r
carriages.

 “Their evenings are often spent in gaiety arid dancing to which
they are much attached. They do not mix much with Engligh
society. but on all public occasions they attend the ‘‘Queen’s Houge”
and add not a little to the display at sueh times. Within the last few
years, the hautenr, formerly shown by the Eaglish to all except those
of their own nation, has been wearing away, and the interconrse
bewvweed them and vae Daieh, walen at one time was formal, and’ only
on public oeccasions, has become more frequent, and intermarriages
have taken pIace between them. Whether this will tend - to draw the
bonds of umon cloger between the two nations in Ceylon, time alone

- can show.”
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NOTES ON CURRENT TOPICS

~

Younder’s Day was celebrated on the 22nd of October in the Union

Hall. .The programme for the evening included a few mugical and

© danece items. A goodly complement of members were present. The
-~ following is the text of the President’s address to mark the occasion:

We meet Vfoday to br.lng to mind the work and inemory of Richard
Gerald Anthonisz Who founded ‘the Dutch Burgher Union and
nurtured it through its early and most difficult shages,

For the advantage of the younger members I should perhaps begin
by saying that our Founder was born in the Fort of Galle on the 22nd
of October 1852 ; in 1868 he won the Queen’s Scholarship, tenable at
the Colomho Academy for 3 years, and later was enrolled a Proctor of
the District Court of Galle. Thereafter, began his career of 49 years
- in the Government Service, culminating in his appointment as

~ Archivist and Librarian, a post -which he held with high distinction.

In 1919 the Imperial Service Order was conferred upon him and he
- was appointed a Justice of the Peace ; he retiredin 1921,

* *

L Conecerning his great work for the Union, I would invite you to .
. ‘take your minds back to the close of the last century, a 100 years after
the Dutch had ceased to rule Ceylon.  The Dutch Burghers, owing to
their Western origin and familiarity with western habits and ways of

. life and thought, yet maintained a leading part among the peoples of
thig Island, but there wasg little to hold them together except the

~ ‘memories and recollections of the past, to which they firmly clung.
" - The emphasis on the word Dutch " had slowly weakened and they
were spoken of (rightly perhapsias “Burghers” ; they were scattered

in different parts of the Island among a people then first awakening to

" political congcionsness, largely through the efforts and guidange of the
Boarghers themselves, whilst the Burghers were slowly loging their
identity, their traditions, their idedls and their heritage. The name
Burgher wag often used in reference to many -who had no claim to it

~w- and, to the Buorghers were beginning to be attributed ways of life,
"+ habits and shortcomings which they did not in fact have.

- It wag in this context that My. Anthonisz began to bring the
- geattered members of the Community together by fﬂrmmg in 1899,
with a few friends “The Dutch Fellowship of Oeylon”. Then in
November 1907 was held in the Lindsay Memorial Ha,ll the first
© meeting of the members of the Dutch Burgher community; the
. -purposes were stated to be the promotion of their moral, social and
“-intellectual welfare ; Mr. Anthonigz emphasized from the outset that it
-should not be a political body but a Union which wounld bring the
" Burghers together, regardless of the then growing clasg and ﬁnancxa.l
: dlatinctlons, to maintain our traditions and customs. '
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. On the 18th January 1908 the first meeting of the Duteh Bargher
Union of Ceylon was held ; Dr. W. (3. van Dort delivered his notable
lecture on Social Service on 29nd February 1908. Those were stirring
times, even to me as a Scheolboy in the Junier Form ; when our
parents met, that wad the main topic of conversation and argument,
very much as the language issue and the pogition of our present mother
tongue (English) is discussed today.

Though ag an accurate and sgengitive historian Mr. Anthonigz
geemed part of a glorious past, he then had dreams and ideals of a great
present and if today the Dutch Burghers are held in high esteem by
the variond communities that live here, we owe it to him Who conceived
" toiled for and founded this Union. _

* : % *
The inmtial difficulties and the problems connected with the
ereciion of this fine building were get out in that outstanding address
delivered at the Founder’s Day celsbrations in 1945 by Mr, W. E, V. de
Rooy and printed in the Journal of January 1946. With characteristic
modesty Mr, de Rooy hardly refers to the enormous part he bimself
played.

For a proper appreciation of the Founder's Iabours we should
perhaps endeavour to picture now the stark reality of what the position
would have heen today had the Union not existed ; only those members
can understand it, who saw (or whose fathers saw) the beginning of
the disintegration, even though at that time we wera an overprivileged
Community. Those who can join the Union and do notdo so for

petty and sokmetimes absurd veasons, hardly realise the numerous, if to’

them somewhat intangible, advantages they derive from the existerice
and high purpose of the Union. I fear I mugt postpone for another
occasion the intention I had of surveying what direct material
advantages the Oommumtv, and we membery, derive from the for-
mation of the Unidn. Many of these advantages are mentioned in a

communicated article (the anthor of which many of ug know) in the

Jaupnal of July 1933. There is so much more to record sgince then
and so much more to attract new members that this article and Mr, de
Rooy’s address of 1945 a.re both in the process of bemg brought up to
date, . ‘ P

T weuld eonclude by quoting “all these benefits have accrued to
the Community in consequence of the singlemindedness and gingleness
of purpose of one man in particalar, Mr, R. . Anthonisz, who served
- the Community ag Secretary of the Dutch’ Burgher Union from 1908
to 1915 and as Prosident from 1916 up to the time of his death early
in 1930. His great love. for hig Community, his desire to rouse in
them a propar pride in their ancestry and eommen heritage, and the
efforts which he made to gather together, those who were willing to

work for the good of the community in matters of education and social

gervice, and the enthusiasm and great determination with which he
purgued his-courge, should be an inspiration to every member of the

Dutch Burgher Union. Let us therefore pay him the honour that is _

. due to him, above all others when Founder's Day is celebrated.”
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The President in the course of the evening’s proceedings on
Founder’s Day, aceording to custom unveiled a photograph of the past-
Pregident : Addressing the gathering present,hegaid: “Ihave a very
pleasant duty to perform, and that js to unveil this porirait of our past

| Pregident—Mr, R. I.. Brohier, He 18 still the Editor of the Journal

and brings out the monthly Bulletin with remarkable puncinality.

While a number of other subjects competed for his time and
energy, he alwayd gave the highest priority to the work of the Union,
All of you know the great part he played in the survey, formulation
and carrying out {as a Member of the Board and sometime Chairman)

_of the Gal-Oya Scheme ; he uged his journalistic talents to teach and
© preach (Gtal-Oya to us all; Mr. D. 8, Senanayake once gaid that not only

for his teehnical, geographic and historical skills but by inheritance of
water control from his ancestors, he had to form a part of Gal-Oya
he was indeed known as “Brohier of (Gal-Oya”, DBut the rarest thing
about him is that he covers two dimensions. -As a Geographer (who |
nurtared and built up the Geographical Saciety) ke covered the -
dimension of #pace, while as a historian (of aceuracy and deep research)
he covered the dimengion of time.

In my-own view however his hame will live for all time ag a

" research worker in the histery of irrigation structures, where he uged

to the full hig careful observation, his wide historical knowledge and
hig professional gkill as a surveyor in the widest senge.  He traced for
the first time the various stages in the developmentof methods of
irrigation in historical Ceylon —from the primitive bund across the
ontlet of a natural lake to the final and finighed stage of an anicut
geross a mighty river and the diversion of water along channels on
both bankg to storage reservoirs, with wide connecting chanmels
joining two or three irrigation sgchemés, sometimes in diffeérent rain

- water catchment areas.

It is however as a President of the Dutch Burgher Union that we
claim him now and place him among his distinguighed predecessors.”

Mr. Brohier in reply to the President’s address, and in thanking
the members of the Union, said:—

- “There are few occasions I have felt more embarrassed in my life
time, T feel so confused at this moment that it seems to me I shounld
do no more than say, * thank you”, and shut down. But that cannot
be, for I must tell you, how gratified and honoored Iam by thig
demongtration. As I have gaid, I am overwhelmed by the sentiments,
expregsed by your President, and the reception it hag met with, Buat
though your appreciation of my poor services, and the motion behind
vour action, has caused me much personal elation, I elaim to have
enough modesty on my part, to protest that I am degerving of it all
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Thus, I snggest that it is the Union you are honouring this evening,
and with it the influences and agencies which have helped to keep our
Cause in the fore-front during the two years I had the honour of
officiating as your President, In these ecircumstancs I cannot
justifiably omit to take this opportunity, to pay tribute to the few of
you, who helped me in carrying out my tagk; and to one and all of you
. members of the, D. B. U. for the warmth of feeling extehded to me.

Reiterating my thanks for your many kindnesses, I ghould like to
obgerve in coneclusion, that never, since (he Union was formed, bas
there been greater need for us to stand united, as & community, and {o
foster feelings of fellowship. Oné sure and fatal means of retarding
the Union’s efficiency would be to diseredit the need for closer aggociation
among all its members. It will depend on your tact and judgment
now, whether the work which has been done for 47 years, will be
guccesstully carried on, . :

* - % *

. St; Nikolaas’ Day, was celebrated, ag usnal, on the 5th of
December. An unusually large pumber of members and their families
were present. St. Nikolaas, wearing bishops clothing and carrying a
crook—attendant by his black Petes, showed an uncanny knowledge
of the children’s good, and bad habits, when he appedred shortly before
the distribution of the presents. Much credid ig due to the Hony:
Socretary of the Union, Mr, W. G. Woutersz, and the Nikolaas Fete

. Clomittee, for the great success this years celebrations proved to be.
The decorations were undoubtedly the finest seen in the Hall for some
time, =" T ‘

“The objects of the Union shall be : -
To “gather by degrees a libruwry for the use of the

Union composed of all obtainable books and, papers
relating to the Duich occupation of Ceylon and

standard works in Duteh literature.

( 31 )
In the Legislative Council.
Vil

Richard Morgan was in due cowrse appointed Distriet Judge of
Colombo, and Torenz expressed his great satisfaction in a manner
characteristic of him. He drew 2a sketeh of himself shounting
“Hooray™ and sent it to Morgan with the following letteri— “ My dear
(Governor—the langnage at my command couldn’t do it, but I've tried
it in a sketch, so I say “Hooray"” again: Yours very sincerely, C. A.
Lorenz”. When the gnestion of {illing the wvacancy caused in the
Yegislative Council by Morgan’s resignation came up, Sir Henry
Ward, ag already stated, decided to appoint Lorenwz, although the
objection was taken that he was too young. “That” replied the
Governor, "I consider to be one of hig best qualifications.”

Lorenz’s appointment necessitated hig leaving Chilaw and making
hig home in Colombo. 1t is not certain whether he went into residence
at Elie House immediately on hig arrival in Colombo, for he only
beeamie the owner of it in 1858, but it is quite possible that he may
have oceupied the house as tenant from the date of his return to
Colombo. He took his geat in Couneil on 18th. October, 1836 and
immediately participated in every measure of importance that came up
for discussion. The following extracts from a letter written by him
in 1838 from the District Conrt to Richard Morgan, when he was on a

- holiday in England, shows the thoroughness with which he performed

his daties. “You'll read fully in the papers the rvesult of the Queen’s
Advocate's two bills—The Cooly Immigration and the Kandy Marriage
Bill. The former will, I believe, pass mnster, bub the latter was made
a mull of. The Queen’s Advocate got very “obstropulous” and the
Governor complained to me privately that T behaved with “more than
usual captiousness,” But it arose from a degire to save all that
diffienlty and mischief which must necessarily regult from having two
codes of law in Kandy, You will gee that clause 13 of the new
Ordinance only legalises such marriages as were contracted in Kandy,
according to the laws and eustoms prevailing therve at the time of the
contract. Now, seeing all these laws and customs had ceased in 1849,
at the confirmation of No V1 of 1847, I thought it necessary that the
words “‘at the time of the contract™ should be ocmitted, and the
following words should be added at the end of the clange, “anything in
the Qrdinance No. VI of 1847 to the contrary notwithstanding.™

“You have no idea how rancorously the Queen’s Advocate apposed
this, as well as every other amendment, simply because I had just
previously thrashed him on an amendment in the Cooly Ordinance,
Now if, forgetting for a moment that you are now a Government man
—hut remembering the good of the Colony, and the mischief that
must result from this most extraordinary piece of patch work, if, I
say you can secure an opportunity to do good service in the Colony,
I hope yon will not fail to do so, it it were only to have the Bill sent
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Thus, | saggestthat it is the Union you are honouring thisevening,
and with it the infiunences and agencieg which have helped to keep our
" Qause in the fore-front during the two years I had the honour of
officiating as your President. In these ecircumstancs 1 cannot
. justifiably omit to take this opportumty, to pay tribute to the few of
you, who helped me in carrying out my task; and to one and all of you
. members of the, D. B, U. for the warmth of feeling extended to me.

Reiterating my thanks for your many kindnesseg, I shounld like to
obgerve in conclusion, that never, since the Union was formed, has
there heen greater need for us to stand united, as a community, and to
foster feelings of fellowship. One sure and fatal means of retarding
the Union's efficiency wonld be fo diseredit the need for closer agsociation
among all its members. Tt will depend on your tact-and judgment
now, whether the work which has been done for 47 years, will be
successfully carried on.

- 4 ’ * e

. St. Nikolaag’ ﬁay, wad celebrated, as usual, on the 5Hth of

December, An unusually large number of members and their families
" were pregent, St. Nikolaas, wearing bishops elothing and earrying a
" crook—attendazut by his black Petes, showed an uncanny knowledge
of the children's good; and bad habits, when he appeared shortly before
the distribution of the presénts. Much credid ig due to the Hony:
Secretary of the Union, Mr, W. G, Woutersz, and the Nikolaas Fete
. Comumnittee, for the great success this years celebrations proved to be.
The decmatmns were undoubtedly the finest geen in the Hall for some
time, =

The objects of tﬁe Union shall be :

T gather by degwcs a librwry fm' the use of iﬁe
Union composed of all obiainable books and, puapers
relating to the Dutch occupation  of Ceﬂon cmd
standard twrks in Duteh literature.
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In the Legislative Council.
Vil

Richard Morgan was in due course appointed District Judge of
Colombo, and Torenz expressed his great satigfaction in a manner
characterisiic of him. e drew a sketeh of himself shouting
“Hooray” and sent it to Morgan with the following letter:— * My dear
Governor—the lfmguage at my command couldn’t do it, but I've tried
it in a sketeh, so [ say ““Hooray” again : Yours very gincerely, C, A.
Lorenz”. When the question of filling the vacancy caused in the
Legislative Connecil by Morgan’s resignation came up, Sir Henry
Ward, as already siated, decided to appoint Lorensz, although the
objection wag taken that he wasg too yeuang., “That” replied the
Governor, ''T consider to be one of his best gualifications.”

Lorens’s .Lppomtment necesgitated hig leaving Chilaw and making
his home in Colombo. 1t is not certain whether he went into residence
at Llie House immediately on hig arrival in Colombo, for he only
became the owner of it in 1858, but it is quite possible that he may
have oceupied the houge ag tenant from the date of hig return to
Colombo.  He took his seat in Couneil on 158th. October, 1856 and
immediately participated in every measure of importance that came up
for discussion. The following exiracts from a Jetter written by him
in 1838 from the District Court to Richard Morgan, when he was on a

- holiday in England, shows the thoroughness with which he performed

his duties. " Yow'll read fully in the papers the resuli of the Queen’s
Advocate’s two bills—The Cooly Immigration and the Kandy Marriage
Bill. The foriner will, I believe, pags muster, but the latter was made
a moll of. The Queen’s Advocate got very ‘‘obstropulous” and the
Governor complained to me privately that 1 behaved with “more than
usual captiousness.” Bui it arese from a desire to save all that
difficulty and mischief which must necegsarily result from having two
codes of law in Kandy., Yon will gee that clanse 13 of the new
Oedinance only legalises such marriages as were contracted in Kandy,
according to the laws and ecustoms prevailing there at the time of the
contract. Nov:, seeing all these laws and cnstoms bad eeased in 1849,
at the confirm:tion of No. VI of 1847, I thought it necessary that the
words “at the tims of the coniract™ shounld be omitted, and the
following words should be added at the end of the clause, “‘anything in
the Ordinance No. VI of 1847 to the contrary notwithstanding.™

“You have no idea how rancorously the Queen's Advocate opposed
this, ag well ag every other amendment, simply because I had just
previonsly thrashed him on an amendment in the Cooly Ordinance,
Now if, forgetting for a moment that you are now a Govermment man
—but rememhbering the good of the Colony, and the mischief that
mngt result froni thismost extraordinary piece of pateh work, if, T
say you can secure an opportunity to do good gervice in the Colony,
I hope vou will not fail to do so, if it were only to have the Bill gent
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back for re-congideration. It was not even referred to a Sub-Comruit-
tea, and what annoyed me most wag the self.conceited style in which
both Governor and Queen’s Advocate set about repealing a measure so
carefully considered and deliberately settled,” The Bill was in fact
referred back. It was on this occasion that the Governor, feeling that
he had not treated Lorenz fairly, whigpered to him at the close of the
Council meetmg —"“Come and have a glass of wine with me at Qneen 8
Houge.”

At this time Sir Fmerson Tennant wag engaged in writing his

book on Ceylon, and although it ig a fact that ten years earlier Morgan’

had digeussed the impeachment of Sir Emergon Tennant, he was now
engaged in sopplyving him with information for his book. Morgan
received a sheaf of questions, but as he could not reply to them all
himegelf he referred some of them to his friends in Colembo. As
showing Lorenz’s readiness to help, it ig on record that he did his best,
gometimes referring to hlS own notes, and semefimes agking friends.
In one case he replied:
when I was a boy, aud I forgot all about it.
the houses of all the Digsawes (the guery related to a Dissawa) and
endeavour to get at it.”

Lorenz now refers in his letter Lo Morgan to hiz acquisition of
the Bzaminer® “1 don’t think I ever mentioned to you of our
having purchaged the “Braminer ? * from John Selby and placing it
in the hands of Louis Nell. You will be able to see for yourself how
far we are deserving of publie support. It pays ites way and has
acquired fifty additional supporters sinee we took it up....... picked a
quarrel with us for not having supported hig brother on a rubbishy
dispute he got into with Dr......ooooin. ; and I had a little passage
of arms with both the brothers and Pr. Elliott on the subject but
have survived it. The congequence was that......... et had a shy
at the paper, sneering at the “bevy of lawyers” who conducted it, a
sneer which we took up and administered another in return, which
gilenced the assailant at once.
well ag can be expected.” You will of courge say, “Pray don't allow
it to interfere with your business,” but I hope you will immediately
correct yourself by saying:— “Ol: by the way, Lorenz never did
allow himself to be distracted from his business’”. Thanks be to old
Drieberg who tanght me the trick. Between onrselves, very high
opinions have been expressed respecting the tone and spirit of the
articles—ahem:—whieh have appeared in the paper. And if (as I hope)
we succeed in keeping up the thing, Fred Nell, Louid Nell and mygeilf
being a sufficiently strong staff for the purpose, we shall prove that

Ceylon after all has arrived at a position where her children can .
speak out for themselveg; and that in doing go, they can exerclse the‘

moderation which Hnglish Journalists 11<ne failed to ObbE'I ve,'

* The Examiner first started in Jauuary 1946 the Editor bemrr Mr, Huolme
Bessel. In January 1849 there was a new series, another in 1857 and @ third at a
Tater date, so that the Framiner Lorens speaks of probably is one that bad fallen
mto declepltude. '

“This note was made some fifteen years ago .
T shall however, hunt up’

Tn other respects, we are doing “‘ag
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g Lorenz continned to do good work in-Council and to more than
- justify hig appointment, when in 1864, a crisi¢ arose. Sir Henry
Ward had been active in building new roads, especially in the up-
. dountry districts, to caterto the wants of the people. These works
- were often undertaken withont previous ganctien and paid for ount of

-~ garplos balances.  8ir Charles MacCarthy, who suceeeded him, was
‘quite a different type of man from Ward. The Colonial Office had not
“got rid of the idea that Ceylon was jntended to be a gourece of revenue
- to the motlier country, or at least no burden, and it wag decided that
the military expenditure of the island should be entirely borne by
" Ceylon, but that the people had no voice in the ameunt of ihe
expenditure. The resnlt was that restricted expenditnre soon resulted
in the prostration of ali the institutions of the couniry, the.roads
became impassable, the Public Works Department was disorganised,
. and disorder and discontent prevailed everywhere.

The Lientenant Governor, Major General O'Brien, was not the
man for a crisiz. He did not meet the situation boldly, and he
promiged little in new legislation. The reply to the Governor’s
address is usually passed without dissent, but on the oceasion in
question amendments were proposed. By an unfortunate accident
for the Government, the Unofficial Membere were in a majority of one.
Mr. George Wall, among'other amendments, proposed the following:—
. "That this Council desires to record their dissatisfaction and discontent
- that revenues have been exacted for several years far beyond the
" requireménts of the Public Service. and go much larger than eould be
devoted to public purposes ; and they further complain, that, while
- the revenunes have been so abundant, the efficiency of nearly every

public department hag heen seriously impaired by the parsimonious
-policy of Government.” The motion was carried. After this defeat
‘the Council immediately adjourned. '

Thig fight was the prelude to more decisive action on the part of
. the unofficials. The bone of contention wag the military expenditure,
. Alone among the Crown Colonies, Ceylon bore the whole cost of the
military neednd for the defence of the Tsland, and as Government was
- net willing to make any concession the non-officials rezigned their
- Beats in a body, informing the Government that “deeming it incom-
- patible with our gsense of loyalty and duty to take part in the measure
—.referring to military expenditare, which your Honour has heen
“directed by the Secretary of State {o introduce to the Council, we feel
~.compelled to resign onr seats. ”’ They concluded by saying :~—"In this
juncture we believe we shall begt serve the interests of the Colony,
discharge the dnty we oweto the public and ourselves, and express
our deep sense of the humiliation and injustice put upon the Legisla-
tive Council, by relinquishing our places therein and leaving it to the
gervants of the Crown to assume the whole responsibility of carrying
out an unjust and wnconstitational act,”
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Resignation from Council
VIII

The unofficial members who resigned their geaig in consequence
of the action of Government were Charles Lorenz (Burgher) George
Wall (Mercantile) William Thompson (European) John Capper
{(lluropean) James [’ Alwis (Sinhalese) and John Eaton {(acting Tamil
Member in place of Sir Muttu Cnmarasami.} The course adopted by
the unofticials was approved in the Colony with much ununimity,
gcarcely a pingle voice being raiged against the propriety of the step
taken, It was thought that the Government would be forced to
acquiesce in the policy advocated, as the Council not being properly
congtitnted withourt the unoetflicial members, money bills counld not be
passed. Dut the Queen’s Advocate (Morgan) was equal to the oceasion.

He adviged the Acting Governor that as Her Majesty the Queen
had appointed the members, only Her Majesty conld accept their
resignations, Until such resignation was accepted, the Members who
had regigned were still members, and that it would not render the
meetings faulty so long as a quorum wag present. General O'Brien

acepted this advice, and as thongh nothing had bappened, notices’

regarding meetings and other papers were regularly sent to the gentle-
men who resigned,

In May, 1865 the degpateh of the Secretary of Stale oo the
resighation of the unofficial members was veceived. He vigovously
delended the Acting Governor’s position and concluded as follows:—
“It was open to the retiring Councillors to have urged on the Council
the various arguments which they have put forward in their letters
Then their opinions would have been considered, and a discussion in
Council would either have established, on all points, the justice of the
proposals contained in the Memorandum, or would have suggested to
Her Majesty's Government any reasonable alterations in thew. Her
Majesty has been advised to accede to their wish to leave the Council
and their names are accordingly not re-inserted in the Royal Instruc-
tions addressed to you on your appointment to the Government of the
Colony.”

These events resulted in the formaiion of the Ceylon League, the
main objeet of which was to work for the amendment of the Constitu-
tion. It was decided that the business of the League should be carried

on by a Central Council in Colemhbo and Committees throughout the

country: Eventvally, an agency in Loundon was proposed to be
established and machinery organiged for gysiematic agitation. One of
the first objects contemplated was the publication of the proceedings
on the military uestion, with all the documents relating thereto, for

distribution to members of Parlinment and persons of influence in'

Britain and her Colonies. Subscriptions to the Leagne were invited,
those heading the list being the members who had resigned. Once
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.- egtablished, the League worked vigorously, held meetings, and formed
“"branches in the smaller towns and prepared, through a Committee in
- London, for a campaign in the House of Commons. The “ Examiner”’
- {ook up the cause, but feeling on either side was so strong that much

‘harsh langnage was employed.

.. One day the "Examiner” published a particularly strong article
on this question. This roused the ire of a certain planter up-country,
who, coming all the way to Colombo in company with a military
friend, called on Lorenz at Tlie House and asked hitn whether he had
writen the article. Lorenz replied that as Editor he was responsible
for every thing that appeared in the paper, The question of an
apology then arose, and as the two contestants could not agree u3 to
the terms, the planter, who had armed himself with a riding whip,

© committed an aggault on Lorenz, On hearing the neise of the scuffle,

the servants about the place all rushed into the room and ejected the
planter and his friend from the premises, using a certain amount of
force, which unden the circumstances was amply justified. Lorenz
immediately proceeded to the Police Court and charged the planter and
his friend with assavlt, with the result that both of them were hound
over by the Magistrate to keep the peace,
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In the Municipal Council
X

It was about this time that the Colombo Municipal Couneil came
into existence, and at the elections that followed, Lorenz, being no
longer a member of the Legislative Council, although he had heen
invited to rettirn, offered himself for election as member for the
Cotanchina {now Kotahena) ward, Morgan in his diary writes;
“Exciting elections. Attended Cotanchina Election held in 8t. Thomas’
College, It imcluded Mubwal, and Lorenz had offered himself as a
candidafe. ......... ....co.i. L proposged his name, saying a few words to
indloate that he was the man and none hetter. The motion wasg un-
animously carried.”

Lovenz parformed his duties as a Councillor with the same zeal
that he had shown in the Legislative Council, We shall hereafter
quobe the tribute that was paid to him as a Munieipal Councillor at his
death. He had now more time on hiz hands and served on several
Committees, where his advice was much valued. Morgan in his diary
now fore-shadows the sale of the " Hraminer”. He spoke of B (Beven)

buying up the Examiner, setbing up as ity Bditor, and being admitted as .

an Advoeate in addition, ‘T promised to sound Lorens on the subject
and found him willing to give up the paper,”

It must have been abont this time that Lorenz conceived the idea of .

writing his ‘" Christmas Debates® or to give it its full title, “The Christ-
mas Debates of the Tsland of Ceylon, from the time of the earliest
records down o the presant period, with nuwmerous sketches of the prin-
eipal speakers, songsters and silent members. Published by Aubhority.”
The work is accompanied by an Ordinance couched in legal phraseology

viz., “An Act to amend and consolidate the Christmas Debates of the

Island of Ceylon, from the earliest period fo the present time,"”

The debates deal with the years 1860, 1861, 1863, 1864 1865, 1866,
1867 and 1868, The sketches relating to the various years named may
have been all written together, or ab short intervals, for the work wag
published in 1866, the last three later. They consist of imaginary
debates in the Council on various topics, written in humorous vein, and
the actors have been selected, free from malice, for the parts they were
best fitted o fill, Lorvenz himsgell figuring in the proceedings, not always
to his advantage. In this work, Lorenz’s sense of humour or burlesque
geems to have reached itg highest state of perfection, and what he has
done has never been attempted before or equalled sinee.

The feelings at this time between the °‘Observer” and the
* Examiner "’ were very bitter and there appeared in the latter paper the
following parody on Edgar Allan Poe’s © The Raven” written by Lorens
himself, The principal matter in dispute was one relating to the unres-
fricted issue of warrants against coolies by planfers duly authorised to
do so. The Observer ook the side of the planters, with the result that
one side abused the other in unmeasured ferms.
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ONE CHANCE MORE*

Once upon o midnight dreary,in the month of February,

As I'sab in Baiilie Street, thinking of the days of yore,

While I nodded, nearly napping, suddenly there came a tapping,
.{md a slapping and a rapping,-—rapping at-my office door:

Tis some correspondent,” said I, “some unthinking idle bore—

“Only this and nothing more.”

2,

. Ah, distinetly T remember, it was in the bleak December

That I left, with all my lumber, quiet Southampton’s murky shore,
Eagerly I rushed to Lanka, where my well known warmth and
rahecour,
And the pass-book of my banker, claimed my presence evermore,
_ Claimed. the ll)'are and radiant powers, which my paper lacked
efore—-

And T said “T'm game for more |

3.

And the voice of one who knew me, outside in the passage gloomy,

In a perspirafion threw me, and my head was very sore ;

8o that now, to still my panting, T was thinking of recanting

All the ranting and the canting which had raised my fame hsfore,-—
All the bluster and the bombast, which had raised my fame before,

In the good old days of yore,

4

" Presently my soul grew stronger, hesitating then no longer,--
“Burghor, Beast or Bat,” said I, “pray forgive me, I implore,
But the fact is T was writing on a subject so excising,

All aboub the J. P.'s fighting, —selzing coolies by the scove ;
Pray come in and sit beside me,” —~here I opened wide the door :

And T could not utter more ;—

*This parody of Poe’s “Raven”, by C. A. Lorens, uppeared in the “*Ceylon
Lixaminer’’ of 12th March 1864, The speaker was supposed to be Mr,
A, M, Ferguson., Senior Editor of the *‘Ceylon Ohserver”, and
fJohony '’ was Mr, John Ferguson, Junior Editor. The *‘Ceylon
Raven” wns C. A. L. himself, who at that time was “‘bearded likea
wilderness'”. and whose caricatures in the “Muniandi”’ excited much
gormment, )
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Tor, with many a flict and futber, many a bow and croak and
splutter,

In theve stepped a Ceylon Raven, bealded like o wilderness,

And with looke of milk and honey, staring hard at me and Johnny,

In he stepped, so blithe and bouny, perching on a Printing Press,

Perching on a double-acbion, patent, Eagle Printing Fress

Perching sat, and nething more.
6
And this Bird of wicked omen, smiling with a grave decorum,
While we stood in awe before him, quietly scanned us o’er and o’er;
Then in anger 1 harangued him, and with wicked names I s‘anged
him,

Till T thought I’d nearly hanged him, and destroyed him evermore
Yo that he and I should never meet each ofher as before—

Quoth the Raven ‘' One chance more |

7

Much I marvelled this ungainly fowl should dare to speak so plainly
To a man whose efforts mainly helped his countrymen of yore ;

For vou cannot help agreeing that no living human being

TFver thought of disagreeing from my published thoughts before ;
And I clenched my fists against him, and a terrible vow I swore ;

Quoth the Raven —'‘One chance more ! ”
8
But the Raven sitting lonely, on that Prinfing Press, spoke only,
Those unmeaning words, as if their force would simply knoek me
over,
Nothing further, save a croa,]ung while his feathers he kepl stroklng,
As if inwardly a-joking,—till in desperation sore

I addressed him —‘‘ Leave me, Raven : leave me,— there's the open
door!”™

Quoth the Raven —"“One chance more!”

9

“German, Dutch or French descendant,” said I-—"still so indepen-' .

dent,
With a train of friends dependent on your meresh beck alone ;
Tell me, is it in your nabture, day by day to caricature
Tivery face and every feature in the Legislature of Ceylon,
Till your vietims writhe in anger as they never writhed before 7 ™

Quoth the Raven-~"One chance more ! ”
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10

- 8ti)) with wrath and anger secething,~—''Was there ever Scotchman

breathing,”

N Sald I, all my soul bequeathing to the Night's Plutonian shore,

“Was. there ever such a donkey, such an everlasting flunkey,

“As would ever be so funky, as to read your wicked lore,

As to let your wicked paper éver cross his chamber door? ™

Quoth the Raven—"'One chance more’! ”

11

. Then in mortal perspirat on, ubtered I an exclamation,

“How about your circulation, is it less or is it more ?

. s For the Planters at Badulla, will not be your punkah puller,

For to make your List the fuller, and your rivals to ignore ;
And your graceless, grumbling, greedy growling rivals to ignore.”

Quoth the Raven—"0One chanee movre !

12

- Then with sundry nods and winkings, shoulder-shrugs and shoulder-

shrinkings,
I reminded him of Jenkins, keepor of a Coffee-store ;

" And T spoke of all he'd said of him, and of all the fun he'd mads of

him,
And T fondly begged and pray’d of him, not to do so any mors,

‘Lest the angry Jenkins should attack hiim as an anti-English bore ;

Quoth the Raven—'‘One chanee more !

13

Then I eould no longer bear him, and I thought it best to scare him,
By naming Drieberg, Morgan, Saram,—men who'd stood by me
before :

And T thought, by this manoeuvre, I should win the Burghers over

- For tio look on me with favour, as they’d done in days of yore,

But the codge was unsueeessiul, for they laughed at me the more.
Slyly adding,—"‘ One chance more!”

14

" Lapsing into wrath and panic, with a prompting most Satanie,

I gravely called him a “Mechanic,” thinking that would knock him
o'er ;

And I sent for little Dickson. with his well-known predilixon,

.. And 1 set that little vizen to correct his English lore ;
- _Buti the Ravon laughing loudly, rising, higher still did soar,

Always croaking ~ “One chance more ! 7
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While this Bird was vound e flying, all my wrath and slang

defying,
Tried I then a little lying; I eould really do no more !
For when low abuse and slander, from the kitchen’s back-verandah,
Tailed to raise the Raven's dander, lies might bring him to the floor,
Lies might vex him and annoy him, uttered daily by the score ;—

Quoth the Raven—"' One chance more ! "
16
And the Raven still is croaking, always joking, always joking,
Flitting o’er my Printing Presses. right before my office door,v
And his eyes above me gleaming, often rouse me in my drearning,

Till they set me almost ~creaming, and I tumble on the floor;
And T sometimes think it batter, looking back to days of vore,

To accept the—"'One chance more !
Caltura, March 10, 1564. '

It has been seen that Lorenz held high revelry at his week-end
picnies on hig off-days at Kalutara. A special feature of ‘the
entertainment consisted of what were known as Sathe Catupa parties,
a8 shewing the delight that Lorenz manifested in this form of
amusement. In another place, J. H. Eaton expresges hig surprise that
a person of Lorenz’ eculture could engage his mental energies in trying
to remember the words used by a Muslim religious procession. The
game might be said of his somewhat epicurean partiality for things
" apertaining to the gastronomic sphere, Safke Catupa is a preparation
of Malayan origin. The methed of making it is that little bagkets are
first formed of tender coconut leaves, about two or three inches square
and one inch deep, closed in on all sides. Then, through an aperture
made by parting adjoining leaves, the baskets are half filled with rice.
Thege baskets are next put into coconut milk, with salt and spice’ to
tagte, and then boiled down till soft. These are now gerved, basket
and all, with Safhe, (probably a preparation of meat), sgeni sambol,
and other appeiising delicacies,

{ 41 )
Work Qutside Council

X

: Lorenz, although he had by this {ime left the Council. proved of
‘great agsistance to Government on large questions of “eurrency,  In
1870, Ceylon adopted a decimul eurreney, although it was not until the
lst. of January, 1872 that an order of the Queen in Conneil was
‘promulgated, which rendered the change a legal one. Serious
difficaliies had arisen from parties with whom engagements had been
‘made for a cerfain namber of rupees per annum who had claimed, and
in gsome cages the claim was allowed, in a Court of Law, £ 1 sterling ag
the equivalent of ten rupees. It was proposed, as the sovereign had
never been made legal tender in Ceylon, that the rupee shouid be
taken as a standard with multiples of 100 in the shape of {1) a 50 cent
‘piece ;s {2) a 25 cent; (8,2 123 cent (4) a dcent: (55a 1 cent and (6 a
1/2 cent piece. Seveml merchants and some bankers opposed the
‘¢hange very strongly. The Queen’s Advoeecate who tool a good deal of
interest in the reform, shared some of the severe criticisins which were
directed against the authors of the change, chiefly the Governor,
- Whilst, however, in somse vespects the change proposed caused
-estrangements, in others it was the means of reconeciliation.

The nndoubted ability of Lorenz, through the medicm of the
Queen’s Advocate, wag made available to the Government. It was the
‘expressed wish of Sir. Hercules Robingon that Lorenz should accept a
geat in the Legislative Councilybut this he declined on consecientious
“grounds. Until the Council was reformed, he could not take a seat in
it. He. however, rendered all the aid he could to the Government.
.The Governor writing to Morgan said :—"I have read Mr. Lorenz’s
able and thoughtful remarks with much interest. T quite agree with
‘him and will adopt his view which is ua‘lqussti(mabiy theoretically
gound, 1f there should be no practical difficalty in cduymg it out..

T should like to print Mr. Lorenz’s memorandum in the papers whlch
are now preparing for publication.”

. Lorenz had now fully established himself as the leader of the Bar
‘and no cage of any importances either in Colombo or the outstations
wag complete without him. No useful purpose will be served by
'-lmgermg over the stories that are lmpemshably associated with his
~rame such ag ‘' flat justitia rnat ceiling.”’; ' Arcades amhbo?; the
Fifteen Decisive Battles of the World,”; the strategy employed to
‘induce an unwilling judge to adjourn; the meeting in Matara with his
“old nurge; the techuique employed to induce an unwilling witness to
give evidenece; the existence of a Notary’s protocol of a deed which was
aid to have been destroyed; the incident connected with the gun and
he Ragama villager. All these have served their time and purpogse
nd have shown Lorenz’s readiness of wit as well as hlS ahility to
maet an unexpected sitnation.
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Lorenz often appeared in Kandy, being briefed by his friend J. G.
Siebel, and it is here that he first made the acgnaintance of John Selby,
the younger brother of H. C. Selby, Queen’s Advocate. John Selby
practised in Kandy and wag very popular. On leaving for Colombo to
act ag Registrar of the Supreme Court during the absence of Mr. Joseph
Cuffe on leave, the Kandy Bar entertained him to dinner. Much
conviviality prevailed, and when the Chairman, Mr. Mhomas Berwick,
proposed the heaith of the guest, there was a great smashing of glasses,
tor each person, as he emptied his glass, smushed it in honour of the
Chief Guest. Selby made himself as popular in Colombo as he did in
Kandy, and when he was about to give up his acting appointment,
Lorenz with whom he was a favourite, wrote the following valedictory
verses :

John Selby
T

¥ull mellow shines the evening sun, -
And the evening breeze is blowing ;

Put up your briefs, lock up your drawer,
Cease for a while to talk of Law,

For our dear nld John is going

Oh! John, you must not go,

You came to us so recently,

You lived with us so decently,

Oh! John, you must not go.

II

He sitteth still: he does not stir ;

He may be gone tomorrow ;

He hath been with us for one ghort year,
Brought ug 2 friend and Registrar.

And leaves us all in sorrow.

QOh! John, you must not go ;

So long as you have been with ng,

Such fun a8 you have seen with us,

Oh! John, you must not go.

II%

He had ever 3 smile for all of us,
He carried his heart abont him ;

He was the very life and soul of us,
And we cannot do without him,
Oh! John, you shall not go :

We did %0 laugh and cry with you,
‘We can hardly say good bye to you.
Oh! John, you must not go.
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He was smart, and jolly and bluff,
And he did his work right heartily,
His predecessor, Joseph Cuffe,
Though not a very particular muff
Could hardly have done it so smartly }
The King is cut by the Ace,

The Tnglish mail will shortly arrive
And Joe (if he manages to keep alive)
‘Will be back to take his place.

v

His eyes are wet ; his voice grows thicker,
Our parting will be a smasher, -

8hake hands, old boy, keep up yvour pecker,

May we often meet again—and liquor,
(I'll stand the Nectarian brasher)

We are loging a friend we held by;
There's another coming to fill his place,
He may do his work with equal grace,
But he’ll never excel John Selby,
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X1

Lorenz usually spent his week-ends either in his own Teak
Bungalow or in the homes of one or other of his numerous friends,
who regarded it as a privilege to have him, The proceedings in Teak
Bungalow would be condueted in true picnic. fashion, all seated on
mats on the floor and food suitable for the oceasion would be provided.
Lorenz with his friends would trudge the paddy fields up to their
ankles in water, and although thereis no anthority for saying that he was
good shot, he probably did succeed in bringing down a few birds. He
was algo interested in other forms of shooting, and was so proud of his
prowess in this form of sport that he included an exploit in it which is
considered not unworthy of mention in a letter to a valued friend:—
“I shot a batagoya for the first time in my life last week. It is a bird
of the pigeon gpecies, dark-blue, and ashy breast, and of the size of a
large hen. He passed overhead backwards and forwards three times
and I gave him four rounds of No. 7 shot during the first two trips,
but failed to wound him, though I heard the shots twice ratile against
his wings. I went in for a couple of No. 4 cartridges and on his
return swept him off ‘‘the celestial atmosphere’ most effectively,
There arse four more of that lot in the neighbourhood and I am
watching them.” Although the subject is a trival one concerning the
shooting of birds, every action of his attests the thoroughness with
which it was done. ‘ ’

At times he spent his week-end in a more restful atmosphere as
the following letters written in humorous vein will show : —-

Colombo, 3.8.70

* Your highly poetical note reached me on Sunday morning and
I have been unable to answer it i1l] Wednesday, because Monday and
Tuesday intervened. I am go much improved in health just now, that
it would be almost a pity to come to your place, for I shiould not be
certain of the same attention agif I ecame to you as an invalid. But [
will come nevertheless and gee whether robust health in the guest will
make any difference in the hospitable attention of the host.

I note that you have a room ready for me, and that you want me
to give further particulars of my wants, Need I say that one room is
ingufficient 7 that I generaily sleep in two roorms, and occupy three

beds ? and that each bed generally containg five pillows. Why then do__‘

you so ungraciously limit my comfort.?

Then asg regard food —What do I generally eat? A leg of mutton
for breakfast, with a bughel of boiled rice in an ocean of cunrry, and
two pint bottles of mixed pickles. Algo, a whole goose (boiled) for
dinner, with a couple of pounds of potatoes, and a napkin to wipe my
forehead after the meal, And—what do I drink? Pigeon’s milk,
raspberry vinegar and cod liver oil (castor oil will do for a substitute).
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Do I sidoke? Yes, 2 little gunpowder in my pipe, dfter every meal ! So
1 trust yon will make me happy while I stay with you, (N.B.) Tbathe
3 times a day in warm scup, and dry myself in beated sea sand.
- Remember that, P.8.°A barber should be in attendance every morning
-'.-__with 4 file, to shapen my teeth and rub down my moustache, When
~Cam [ eoming ? - Shall we suy Friday evening or Saturday morning?
~1f the Progsians sueceed in another sortie it will be Friday; if the
~-French are heaten aut of Metz, say Saturday. Goodness gracious:
V- What a life this is,” ‘ :

. . Colomho, 14, 9, 70
“This is to give you notice that T cannot come tomorrow and to

" -gubstitute, in_stead,my most hearty congratulations by letter in which
- Ellen and Eliza cordially join me, I am afraid I strained ‘my lungs

vesterday in a very heavy criminal case; and consequently I.conghed

“a good deal last _night. This morning I am not a hit better and as I
“have to goon witl. the case for 4 or 5 hours today also, I shall be

mnch_ worse in the evening. Tomorrow's exciterrent on the top of
all this, will result in my untimely decease which, if it takes place at

~all, had better take place at Elie Houge,”

Colombo, 20, 10. 1870

) "I do not know about ‘Fates’ in the plural; but an old lady to whom
Miss La Brooy had a most unzceountable attachment hasg just died after

. an illfless of some'three. vears, during which time she used to appear
- ogeasionally at Elie House, She was always as deaf as a post and she is

at present ag dead az a door-nail, I am sure her sorrow tomorrow will

be so great “F-hat she couldn’t possibly leave Colombo before Saturday.
If the fates in general and the deceaged’s memory in particular will

permit of it, we ahall look you up on Saturday evening, but I think it

extremely }mlikely. I am lively- went out shooting last evening,
- ankle deep in water and slept like a Trojan in consequence. '’

_ Colombo 16. 11. 1870
“If ever 1 leave my profession, T will ask you to accept me as a

7 weekly boarder, and when I come to die, won’t the worms rejoice over
: the fatted carcass ? The eggs also arrived safely, except two which
- wers hatehed on the road, to our great gurprise. We have put them
~out to nurse with a very motherly hen, who had just haiched out a
* brood of her own. The hen, I am sorry to say, was worried to death
by my new bull-dog Otto, and was found in n very stringy state next
- morning ingide of the gunny bag, as although the dog succeeded in
~Killing her, he eould nobt get her bedy out of the bag., ............was

just here now. His fever is due to the excitement of his anticipated

-examination and marriage. If he is plucked, I shall decline to give
raway the bride. Next Saturday I cannot leave Colombo. T’ll write
- you & day or two before we come, to enable you to get an additional
- gupply of beer. Mind! you must’nt let them know about the beer
Swe(i.e I consumed last Saturday and Sunday; you must give me 3
- few bottles on the gly, when the girls come,”
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There was a gentleman whose friendship Lorenz seems to have
valued highly and that was Thomas Hudson, whom he invited to
dinner on his birthday “'in spite of boils and blisters.” It is not clear
whether the victim was the host or the guest—very likely the former
a4 at thig peried he was going through a course of blistering. It may
refer to both of them in view of the words in the last verse referring
to “mutual sorrow’” From Lorenz's reference to him as residing at
Polwatte it would appear that Huodson was a partner in the firm of J.
L, Shand & Co., Engineers, who carried on engineering works connec-
ted with the coffee industry in the premises now occupied as the Home
of the Sisters of St Margaret. It is to Tom Huadson that Lorenz
applied for a leg of ham when the supply unexpectedly ran short at
Elie House. Hudson, while heing able to meet his friend’s need, if
gome eoffee-planters then in his bungalow spared the ham, replied in
true Lorenzian style:— “Nothing can be harder, than an empty
larder’. Tt may be his ability to hit off a sitnation in humerous verse,
which Lorenz was so apt at doing, that brounght Lorenz and Hudson
together.
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His Humour
X11

" It was Lorenz’s thirty-ninth birthday, and he decided to celebrate

_:'.it by what we would call a family re-union at dinner, inviting also hig .

friend Hudson by means of an invitation addressed on the lines of the

~poem :—* John Gilpin was a Citizen”. The following is'the poem':—

To Thomas Hudson-—Greetiﬁg

C. Lorenz wag a Barrister,

They say of some renown;:

And pleaded many a famous cause,
Decked in his bands and gown.

. ‘C. Lorenz saith unto his friend
. *Though friends we long have been
: Yet never on my natal day

Your dear face have I seen

Tomorrew is my natal day

And "twould look supercilicus,
If Hudgon dined at Polwatte
And Lorenz dined at Elie House

My sisters and my sisters’ girls,
My brother and my nephew,

Will all be there: therefore 1 hope
To come yon won't refuse,

Then come and dine with me, my friend
In spite of boils and blisters:

For friendghip’s smiles will mingle well,
With those of brothers and sisters,

The darkness of advancing age,

The cares of thirty-nine

The weakening limbs will vanish ali,
Before thoge smiles of thine !

And when in bowls of sparkling wine,
We've drowned our mutual sorrow,
I'll give you a thundering B and 8
And fix you up tor the morrow,
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Sir. Richard Morgan, who wasg married to Classina Joaceline
Sisgouw, had two daugbters and two sons. The elder daughter,
Joceline Sissouw Morgan, married Sir. Hector Van Cuylenburg, and
the younger, Amelia Morgan, married Mr, J. H, de Saram, of the
Ceylon Civil Service. Lorenz must have often met the former at EKlie
House and been captivated by her maidenly ways. When, therefore,
her birthday came round, he made a gift of a hankerchief to her
accompanied by the following lines :—

This handkerchief when new and clean,
With flowers at all its four ends,

Wasg offered unto Joceline,

A birthday gift from Lorenaz,

That should a eneeze disturb her peace,
Or cold hold her in durance

Tt's instant use may soon produce
Remembrances of Lorenz.

Shonld heat molest her calm repose,
Or tears flow down in torreunts
Wiping her face or blowing her nose,
She'll gtill remember Lorenz.

Should neither heat nor cold distress her,

1’1l answer many more ends ;

When steeped in scents, her thovghts {God bless her)
Will still revert to Lorenz,

Lorenz seeme to have conceived a gpecial affection for this young
lady and addressed another poem to her ;= . :

Jocelyn

I dreamt a dream at midnight,
Which set my brains a puzzling ;

A host of girls stood round me,
Exclaiming Jocelyn, Jocelyn,

And some were dressed in satin,
And some were decked in muslin:
But the girl whosge dress most pleaged me
‘Was g girl whose name was Jocelyn.

And some wore wreaths of roses,

And some with gems were dazzling:
But gems and roses paled before.

The beaming looks of Jocelyn,: -
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And some went in for dancing,
" And some went in for guzzling,
But T sat contemplating, ‘
The genial charms of Jocelyn.,

I agk no ham or turkey, _
No duck, nér goose, nor gosling :
Tonight my only feast shall be,
- The happiness of Jocelvn, -

_ br. W. P. Chavsley, who in his early days wasa Government
‘Medical Officer and must have been one of Lorenz's medical adviser’s,
rose t0 be Principal Civil Medical Officer, but before he had risen to
thlS eminence his attendance on Lorenz called for some recognition
from him. Unwilling to make any monetary payment for his services,
Lorenz adopted the following expedient. Buying a pair of pearl
-;{ar-rin‘gs. he sent it to Mrs. Charsley, accompanied by the following
Jlines: ‘

Dear Madam, the pill-box I send you per bearer,
Uontaing a small present for vou:

Intended as ear-drops, to hang to vour ear, or
To set off your hair's raven hue. '

Your husband he cured me, when ill of bronchitis,
Aund declined to accep! any fee;

For being a fellow of learned societies,

He wag a good fellow to me.

Says the doctor ** If ever I fall among thieves,
And be tried for my life at the dock,

1 am sure you’ll defend me without any fees,
And save my poor neck from the bloek."

Now T know that your hushand, though of doctors the chief,
Is not given to murdering his fellows,

And I'll na’er have the chance of declining the brief,

Or of sending him off to the gallows.

So gay 1 to the pearls, * As there's never a chance
Of the. doctor being tried for his life

Instead of the doctor go you, and be hanged,
On the ears of the doctor's wife,”
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Dr. Christopher Elliott played alarge part in the life of Lorenz.
As Bditor of the ‘' Observer” he naturally came into cloge contact
with Lorenz, who appreciated his high qualities, and hig death at the
early age of 49 was a severe blow to Lorenz, He is described as having
“ a bitter tongue,” and during hig regime the " Observer ™ was almost
entirely taken up with vehement attacks on most of the more
prominent Burnpean officials at the time. But Lorenz and he got on
well together, and the former speaks of the many good works with
which Dr. Blliott was connected as a Physician and a Christian, which
have earned for him a place in the hearts of the multitude. In writing
{he under mentioned lines therefore, Lorenz was actuated by no
ordinary feelings for his friend. The first two lines evidently refer to
his work, first as a doctor and then as a journalist

One bright career wag over,
Another gcare begun, :

Death crossed his path of nsefulness
And left us all one friend the lesys—
The tried and valued one

And thongh among the living,
There may be others such,

As true, as noble hearted,

As the good man just departed

Yet who hath done so much.

In striving for our welfare,

In battling for the right:

In works of love, in acts of faith,

In turning hearts from Sin and Death
To realms of Life and Light.

(areless of those who wished him ill,
{The paltry few above him)

He left no work of good undone
Qutlived the slanders one by one
And forced his foes to love him,

And those who seorned or envied him
For deeds which shamed their own,
Forgot at last the partisan,

- In the generous, frank and honest man,
And wept that he wasg gone.

Suech was the man we've lost

The good, the noble-hearted:

Each tear that told our heart’s regret,
Was a joy in heaven when angels met,
To welcome the Departed.
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- A good deal more might be said of Lorenz’s ready wit. On one
occasion he appesred on behalf of 2 man named Fitzgerald, who was

~charged with being drunk and disorderly. He was an inveterate
» gtarnmerer and on being asked his name stuttered Fitz—Fitz - Fitz, and

aould not get to the end of the name. The judge turned impatiently to

" Lorenz and asked him, “What is he charged with?” “Mainly soda water
t.my Lord” replied Lorenz.

Another story of Lorenz’s humour, not however connected with the

' Law Courts, is too good to be omitted, He was once asked by 2 friend

whether he was entitled to claim damages on account of a dog that
had come to his house and eaten his breakfast T.orenz replied in the
affirmative, whereupon his friend sent hity a bill, for the breakfast,
explaining that the animal concerned was Lorenz’s own dog., Not to
be outdone, Lnorenz sent back the bill with one: from himself, “‘for

.professional advice,” asking hig friend to deduct the amount of the

-damages cansed by the dog and to remit the balance due,

There were occasions when Lorenz went to unusual lengths to
help a friend. One of them wag sued for a debt which he intended

o gettling by the mortgage of his property, but the deed was missing.
" Lorenz, being satisfied that the case was a deserving one, gave a

certificate that the deed had passed through his hands several times
and that the title was in order.  This certificate was passed ag a title
deed and Lorenz s friend got the loan.

In addition to his other accomphshments, Lorenz wag a musical

~-composer, The following lines are said to have been written by Sir
~Richard Cayley, late Chief Justice, during hig early vears in Ceylon

when staying at Hlie House with Lorenz who is believed to have set

-the verses to music. They were sung to his pianoforte aceompaniment

at some of their convivial gatherings:—

The Pipe of Clay

Te Beauty’s charms or wars alarms
Let others tune their lay, Sir,

But ag for me my theme shall be
My rare old pipe of clay, Sir,

Though bowls of winemay be divine
To drive dull care away, Sir,

Yet there's no bowl can ease the soul
Ag the howl of a pipe of clay, Sir,

‘What incensge breaths from fleecy wreaths,
Of vapour lightly rising,
Asg we sit at night with our pipes alight
All care and strife despising,
Though Fortune flees, though Friendship dies,
Though Hopé may fade away, Sir,
Yet there’s a friend that’ll last to the end
In the rare old pipe of clay. Sir.
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When the Geineral Cemeteries Bill was unde_r: Cél’lSl(:lEl“a.th]El in
Council, Lorenz objested to the prin_ciple of -a.lloelatmg pqrtlons of ;lh%
Cemetery for different denominations. In.thls. he_was ‘s_omewh‘at-
behind his times, but there was so mucf]a hu_mou; in h;s ertmgsi t.a
we will let him speak for himself: Om? }-e_sult ‘qf- these exe 1.1515_1ve
appropriations will be to prevent the pf‘}ss_lblhty of an E{:_)'lucopa. ian
corpse being distracted by the clogse proximity s?f a Presbyte_rmn.].ccg pze.
Toe decaying churehman will thep be‘left t0 himself, undistur aeh . fr
the presence of a body which during life had never learnt the urch
catechism or been impressed by the solvemmty of ' the Athanasmlri
creed. The flowers which bloom._over his grave will e?chale p?ret%l
Episcopalian odours; the grass which grows ther_equ will p.ut ri)r
gothic blades; and the cattle which feed thereon will assume & 1305 u}ile
of awe and reverence, and get trisky only after they have crossed the
fence and trespassed upon unconsecrated grounds. Let usnot endeax:ﬁo}u
by Ordinance to make the flowers smgll_ s'we?,ter over the grave of an
Episcopalian than over the grave of a Baptist.

One cannot help speculating on the part Lorenz playéd in t}%e dlay'
to day life of the Courts. The stroctural arrungements were in 11{;
time quite different from what they are now and t_he roaqtme vr(%r
has probably undergone some change, 'but tl‘lere ie no reason for
thinking that the general atmosphere wag not more or }ess the_sanée a.i
itis now. As Leader of the Bar, the daily alfmval of Lorengz in Cour
innst have caused the same stir as did the arrival of the legal lumlnslngles:.
of a later age, The same deference mugt have been acco‘rded to hum,
the same type of conversation indulged in; the flow of wit mulfst;&t ::,Ke
contributed a spice to the argument between Bench and Bar. L e
adjournment g general move rmust have been ma_de to the La\xj i ratliy,
whare the hungry lawyers either partopk o_f thfﬁlr mqals or npenF _rlje
time in other ways as thelr several inclinations dictated. Iém elid g
meal, if he partook of anything at all, must have been a very ) 1‘_:;&1: a?
one, for his days of Sathe Catupa were now over. After the 13 (zllvta .
back again to Court, then home w‘here pregsing work wasg atten..ed to.
Relaxation followed in the evening and was gometimes carried on
unti! the gmall hourg of the morning.

Lorenz wad now a sick man, but he refused to gield to his Fﬂlnegs
and continued to live a full life. On one oceasion, .when llrzzlnc.ls
Beven invited him to dinner, he, a8 was usual with him, replied in
verge: ‘

“Your invite i accept, dear Beven,
And T'll dine with you at seven.

Yours semper florens, C. A, Lovenz "
On a,nothef occasion Morgan sent him a gift z?t Ohristmas.and ‘ recen'r'ed
the following acknowledgement in verse, which shows his Dickensian
attitnde towards Christinas ;-—
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- Christmas has past,” a weary wretch complaing,
- “ Farewell to Chris'mas gifts and Christmas gaing”
‘Christmas has past; but friendship still remaing,

While Morgan breathes.

‘Christmas hag past: but friendship finds a test
In other deeds than those which forms suggest

T°wag not the oceasion, but the heart which blest,
Your friendly gift.

-~ Lorenz now began to realize that his condition wag dgerions, but
< he still continued to treat the matter lightly., By now he knew that
““his end was not far off and purchased Karlsruhe or Charles’ Rest, but
-“despite the best medical advice, he continued to live as before. He
-went into cecupation of Karlshruhe in 1871, and about this time,
-writing in regard to a case in which two ladies were interested, says:
“The two charming widows must wait a bit for I bave only just been
ifted out of my bed with two blisters, one on either side of mé, and a
‘burning fever and irrepressible cough. Tell ther to pity me.”

. Laber he wrote: “7Tam suffering under the effects of the fourth
~blister, which they say is to be the final wind-up.” As showing hig
“tenacity of life, the story is related that at this time, when an important
easeof his was coming on for trial, the obher Coungel went to discuss
‘the case with Lorenz. Though very Hl, he met them. His table Wag
laden with authorities, but while the discussion was going on, Lorenz
Wwas overcome by a violent fit of coughing. It was suggested that the
~diseussion should be postponed, but afier a dose of medicine, Loreng
‘resumed the argument and concluded by saving: * We must win ”’,

:His predietion was true and judgment was given in favour of Lorenz's
lient.

 Lorenz now seemsg to have realized his precarious condition and
“yearned to visit onee again ab least the scene of his former iriumphs.
.One day, when the Court was sitting, Lorenz walked in with difficunlty,
‘At once, the whole Bar rose out of respect for him. Noticing his
ge motioned to him o come up fo. the Bench and sit
bim ; but Lovenz dolefully shook his head and took z seat at the
He yemained for a little while listening fo the proceedings, and
hen got up to leave. Once again, the whole Bar rose, including the

udge. {t is doubtful whether any lawyer in Coylon ever received sush
signal mark of respect.

~In one of his letters to Morgan from Holland, Lorenz in asking
‘Morgan to use his influence with Siw, Charles Mae Carthy to help him to

btain a Government appointment in Ceylon, reminds Him that Mac
arthy may remember him “as the very efficiant Secretary of the
olombo Athenseum, and a great admiver of his handsome lady who
lways sat opposite me at St. Peter's.” A word may be said here in
egaxrd to the Colombho Athenseum. Tt was formed in August 1850 for
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disecussing questions relating to seience and literature and was composed
of men in the highest ranks of Society. . Among the members of the
Committes were James Stewart, Dr. Charsley, Dr. Boake, Mr. W. C.
(Gibson, My, Richard Morgan and Lorenz. The meetings were held in
the house of Dr. Willisford who also belonged to this group.

Lovenz died in Karlsruhe on 9th August, 1871, and was buried in .

the General Cemetery, Kanatte, his wife Eleanor following him within
three months.® Tablets were evected to their memory in 86 Peter’s
Chuveh, Fort, where they worshipped.

Shortly after Lorenz's death, a public meeting was called to
congider the question of raising a suitable memorial to him. It was
resolved that a Marble Bust of Lorens and a marble Pedestal should be
obtained from BEngland to be placed in the Supreme Court, and that the
balance remaining over and above the amount required should he used
for establishing a scholarship, This has béen done and a scholarship
called the Lorenz Scholarship has been established at the Royal College.

*Lorenz being a Freemason, the rites of that Ovder were ﬁerfomed both at
the house and at the grave,

A
CITROE!
has everything

Every car need is supplied by the
FRONT WHEEL DRIVE CITROEN.
Elegance is combined with a tough
resistance to bad road and weather
COI‘!d[IlOl’]S, giving a comfortable ride
while holding tenaciously to rough
suyfaccs and taking unexpected turns
with confident refiability, Economicat,
speedy, wonderfut to drive, CITROEN
success lies in its well proven design.
FRONT WHEEL DRIVE
TORSION BAR SPRINGING
INDEPENDENT FRONT WHEEL
SUSPENSION
DETACHABLE CYLINDER BARRELS

and the new
CAPACIOUS LUGGAGE BOOT

s
L

} i
Hi A

COLONIAL MOTORS
297, Union Placé, Colombo 2.




