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“ AREN'T WE ALL?” .

Some Rambling Jottings |

- History discloses that Colombo, the present capital of Ceylon, has
in a sentie never been chosen or made by the indigenous people of this -
Island. 1t has every claim to be described as “the offspring of mea.
power " nursed by foreign people who in the last ten centuries cast eves
4 on*the Helen or bride of eontest”w—the gorgeons trade Whlch Oeylon

" -bhad to offer,

There is a tradition which attributes the discovery of the value of
"Colombo as a trading centre to early Arab adventurers who wers un-
disputed magters of the Fagtern trade routes from about the tenthto
. the fifteenth century. The accidental residence of the Sinhalese king
- at Cotta induced the Portuguese in the ascendancy of their power, to
. recoghise the value of the position of Colombo, both as an anchorage
and as a very suitable centre to exploit the cinnamon lands. From a
small stockade of wood erécted by them in 1518, Colombo grew during
* the 140 years of their occupation to be a gallant city, fortified with a
dozen bastions.

_ The enterprising expeditions to India whmh the Dutch mltlated
in the early years of the seventeenth century, led evevtually to the -
‘ aequirement of large territory, the establishment of their own trade
and the subversion of the Portuguese monopoly in the last,. The
atory of the Portuguese occupation of Colombo ended with the famous |
siege of 1658, when the city wag taken by the Duteh. The adoption of
" Colombo as the site for the Capital and the seat of Government became
irreversible when the Dutch had compleied their fortifications and
_bhad surrounded them with valuable plantations of cinnamon,” The
" British appeared on the scene at the close of the mghteenth century. .
The Dutch offered little resistance and the. city was ceded to the
British in 1796, and eight vears later, by the 'Ireaty of Amiens, was
formally transferred with the entire maritime zene of Ceylon to Great
Brltaln
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"The trade which was exceedingly valusble, and embraced not only

pearls, gems, spices and slephants, for which the Island was celebrated

from earliest times, bit also the products of Eastern and Southern Agia

pronght here by the Chinese 4o be eschanged for the wares carried by

the Avabs from the countries beyond the Huphrates, no doubt lared

mariners and merchants, adventurers and thieves. In quest of these

commodities, vessels came ta Colombo from Persia, Arabia, the Red

Sea, China, Bengal and Europe. The medley of nationalities, races and-
peoples who have foregathered down the centuries in Colombo, would
indeed present an almost unparalleled kaleidogcopic panorama should.
it be possible to capture and projeet it today. And ag it was then, 80
too after the British occupation, the history of Colombo has been the

higtory of the port.

Percival, who has given 13 the earliest impressions of the British
period, writing in 1803 of Colombo, says: “There is no part of the

world where so many different languages are gpoken, or which containg

manners, and religions. Regideg Kuropeand
you meet geattered all
Moors of every class,
Chinese, Persians,

su¢h a mixture of nations,
and Cingalese, the proper natives of the Island ;
over the town almost every race of Asiatic:
Malabars. Travancorians, Malays, Hindoos, Gentoos,
Arabians, Tarks, Maldivians, Javians, and natives of all the Aslatic
isles, Pargees, or worshippers -of fire, who would sooner have their
houses burnt and themsgelves perish in the flames than employ any
means.to extinguish it, There are also a number of Africans, Cafrees,
Buganese, amixed race of Atricans and Asiatics;
people of colour and other races which proceed from a mixture of the
original ones. 'Each of these different clagses of people basits own
manners, customs, and language.”

at no time been more expreggive
often nged in political writings as
from being any general under-

1t has been advanced and has
than today, “that few terms are 50
that of nationality, though there ig far
sianding a¢ to what a nationality is.”
of the term may he, it cannot be regarded ag an appropriate deseription
of the various people in Colombo.
 however, are clearly differentisted, and even it they do pot always
have 3 common language, they have a common character and are
believed or presumed to belong to the same stock, For a century at
leagt, these groups have been socially, politically, and officially recog-
niged, and are more aptly termed races or communities, ‘

The greatest proportion of the population of Colombo is Binhalese,
which can lay claim to traditions of nationa-
Arunachalam, the
. “The name
and eorigin of the Sinhalese have exercised the ingepuity of historians
the term Sinhala is still
nneertain and has been varionsly explained.” Whether Ceylon was

_ hardly
reason and tradition, all point.to the

Tt is the only community
lity and regard Cleylon as the home of the nation.
Superintendent of the Census of Ceylon, in 1901, says:

and antiquarians, and the very etymology of

originally a part of Indiz. or whether it was always an igland,

clouds the issue, Analogy,

besides the half-castes,

Whatever the proper meaning - .

Certain aggregations of people’

. -57

T y from w '

The most generally accepted theory of th;‘ ho?;;?n Gcfiylz\l?e WSEES Iﬁe?pled, '
inhalese ig

; that their progenitors w I ge
, ! ] ere Ary 3 Qe .
: E. ) in A i ) AATYRE 8 ttlfﬂ‘b from Magadha (the_.mod ™

DUTCH BURGHER UNION .

~Indian peningula, as the countr

o After the twelfth centu i
“greatness, hi ry which recorded the zenith of Sinhal
g{_)?:nnee}f&e};?:oryfunfolds a narrative of deca.denceea;gl“l(;i;}cll'd Sll%nhalese
| g 4f weakngss by contentions among tho zogal family and
¥ an

~the excess of their isan he S
18 ©) parbis i
e b parid s, the Sinhalese race began gradually to

‘Those who had sought
o o wl ght the lowlands, and h i
"'*S}?aofsil;r?é t}vtri rcoau,st, particulatly on the, Wesﬁe?g eiﬂo h;(];féiht}fem%elves
tho laland, a.'deres i?]o{;lszzzﬁzsed NEOI foreign influences, Interccfl]i?sesul?"sokf
des ¢ rs, Malays, Chines :
g5ty the British, in due time left a v;?eaeggﬁzgg?gfgiegutchtgnd
3 r on their

viavacter and instituti

nstitations., Thei

e : . pir :

underwent a change. dress, habits, manners and customs

" IThe Sinhalese of the hi h istri ‘

o e S ‘ ighland districts, on the of ]

'hgir Ovirrlllsel}ives aloof from the foreigners, and unt?loltélfg o Jealously

_ princes. They held to their customs and laws W%ﬁi Py
. S conser-

atizm retained for them, i
bl ne , Iin la i
I_a_clent traditional charaoﬁeris‘ﬁicrsg.e meastte, the purlty of the race and

o These materi -

o cl&s;ﬁ::flallglfgmnces led to a subdivision of the Sinhalese ra

& least from bh 1 vans and Low-country Sinhalese : wh e race

S ® early years of the sixteenth century, is clilz";e ?isiet}'lisiqry
’ stinet.

-~ Within recent dec |
e cades, although each i
.. " 1 1 » co - i
raits, prejudices and pecuha,rltiest: the distﬁ;ﬂ?gétybepiszigginvig cgrtaln
andyans

tid Low-country Sinh i

ar 1 Y alese is lessenin i

msltgel offdresa, it ig difficult to disbingulsglll tgﬁ(;,St bconsplcuously n fho
vomen of these two communities, ¥ befween the men and

L The Tamils, next to the Si

. , : e Sinhk
lolombo. They are said to s o
s'fore the dawn of history,
hey adopted the Aryan ci

' ese are the most numerot

( _ ous i

pr;e)z;rég df’r(;m an old Dravidian stock,r agveht)n

; prace ed the Ar"yans, though in later time ,
lon and retained their individuality ’

. The Ceylon Tamils are the d. l
o e descendanis ' -
Hirétg;iﬁigh%a,oa,ntc:ihlaa.ndyan realms of Sout(})lf fﬁﬁ; b‘E;ILds Ef o e
ave of iﬁvasiozl v;:hi {fough some twenty centuries, fo:?med Othr(t)im"the
i'the Sinhalese kingsc '?;f?éegfl 22‘72?3(11113% iniervald ‘ovor the Eingiggg;
_ o . 35 AT ) 1 oceasions acgui :
A in'ttflglfib ;zz;ni i@r‘lzest times the Sinhalese Ga(alrlzlérefh:p% supreme
iy, allied under ralers o contesting for predominance i sore
o o ltec ter 1;1&61‘8 married to South Indian p'ri’n A
03 bpportunitios for conlecss settlod population.  Yeb in spite of (e
a0 or coalascence often happily initiated th:%ilvtve o the
s 0 Taces

re a8 distinct today in C imi
oo, _ eylon a8 the limits of their sebtlements are
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.. Pime wag, when the indigenous Tamilg received, veurly large accessions
from the Tomils in Tndia, who are attracted to Ceylon. The majoriby
of them .make their domiecile in &he planting digtricis, while a large
number find employmens in Colombo as domestic servants, or in the
case of the depressed classes, ag grooms, rickshaw pullers and scavengars.

Among other Lodian races to be found in Colombo are the Cochinese
and the Malayalis; the Parsig, who play a very promigent part both in
public life and as merchants ; the Borah and the Gujeratie who are.
chiefly traders and merchants; the Goanese largely dependant on musie
for their livelihood; and that prominent, wealthy race of Indian Tamil,
the Nattukottal Chetty. These Chetties, who are notoricus usurers, are
sasily djstinguished by the rudr aksham fruit set in gold which most of
them invariably wear round their necks. They are gaid to have the
inviolable right to claim the hand of their paternal aunt’s daughter, the
consequence being that ill-pssorted marriages are frequent, the putative
fasher being often a child. Today there must be very tew of them left
in Coylon., Itis alleged that none of these Chetties bring their wives

~ with them to Ceylon and that their stay does not exceed thirty calendar

months.

The Moors, an ubignitous people, are as ‘aetive in Colombo as in
the remotest village, and are the most numerous race in the city: | The
torm Moor,” says Denham, i reviewing the census of 1911; “is of

course & misnomer, and i6s use ig due to the Porbuguese,
Muhammadans whom they meb with on their voyages to India Mouros
or Moors, as the only Muhammadans they had previously encountersd
ware the inhabitants of Mauritania; to whom alone the name Moor

strictly applies.”

The origin and the date of arrival of the various colonies of Moors
in Ceylon give rise to much speeulation and their own traditions are
yague, distorted and. unsatistactory. According to one of these tradi-

“tiong, their progenitors wers expelled from Arabia, by their propheb
Mahomet, as a punishment for cowardiee in one of the battles in which
he was engaged. They founded a colony at Kailapatnam {sast of Cape

Comorin), and from thence moved in suecessive migrations towards this
island. .

~ Whatever may have been their place of origin, the forebears of the
Mooys in Ceylon were 1no doubt tHe Arabs who exercised greab influence
in Ceylon until they wers ousted by the Portuguese. They intermarried

“largely, especially with the Tamils, and call thomselves Sonahar. As
avidence that the distinction between the Ceylon Moors, and the later
arrivals from Tndia, or the Coast Moor, is clearly recognised the term
Summankarar is ased to distinguish the latter.

The Sinhalese impose on both branches the title of Marakkalaya,
or boatraan, which either arises from the circumstance of their having
been formerly engaged in the export trade of Ceylon, or from their
crossing over to the Igland in boats from the opposite shore, when
they made their settiernents. =

who styled all -
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. HT ] . ¥ . . |
v history?fﬁgﬁ' fglxles tlg;;g;uzflz tl;gérrssilgefmkfatthome in connection with their
e 1 , 20 al features, the »
-.\IOZ?SQ?YH% otl}leﬁ concluglon than that the Moors ofpézgfogu;n Y
GE pll?)lin'll; ;e}ys Sir P. Ramanathan, in a paper on thé r:{ b
_Althou’gh lve :.s ni in tt}e Jou1:nal of the Royal Asiatic So 'At oy
- teristion of .thy' ql\rlvsely mte:&*m}xed there are many distinct'me y (0.5,
A ] eAraobof]orénlih bleafr l.ittle -regemblance to tll‘:lrz %‘ls.gial(;-
' rolind od has left its mark upon the race, ar
of dgilvoigi,ogfﬂh_?glmadamsm or Islalmmism, has served to eenfg(})li’si:;d tl11‘elr
By i191 1)m?'rtlﬁ the Moors in Colombo at the present day o S;ne
¢ e, GOl e n?ll;bgu(f; St'Jehﬂl fairly considerable infusion i?
L With Moors is fairly large.” Hmnatese Women‘ marr_-ied to or living
Neither the Portn; . . !
o . rtuguese nor the Dutch i i
with r the Po utch were dis
o :};; tg‘?ﬁ carried on by the Moors as long as pt'(if:;i E::erlnterfe_re
getive op ppr:) ;;;11:0“;&503 r:rc-;asult };thej coghinued to flourish and a,fz &O:ﬂiflgr
o . munity in eylon, excelli : )
: ways done in barter and as traders. Their langua‘ag;l;:nggixiﬁhe%h havl?
. oug

the Keran is tau i
: ght in th
an d write Arabic. e Koran Schools, there are few who can read

- The Coast Moors f i b .

them. '8 from India seldom bring thei k wi
--'_dt)untriego‘li}]lga:ri?n vcer;ltl; ;}sﬁ f%maie Muhammadan poI;):l(f)s.ItI;gE fgflko‘:]llltel:'
 gountries, \ e Ceylon Moors are i

o : e in m ;

2 __stl_'_lct seclusion and enjoy a considerable amount 'cgréyfggggfﬁnot fewt

3 The community as & whole are today designated Muslim

The Malays, constit

Duteh orieinally i itute a small community i

Pen;’élsgﬂglimally imported Malays to Ceylon, fI‘OIfl J1 ;,lvaogglcénlﬁo‘ e
- onded thé Bolr_mxhtary gservice, When the Dutch rule i ecMalay
‘number of ﬂfétﬁl;l(j;svgrpmgnt fT(ifmed d ifle Regiment v:hif:lh aegyl.'loﬁ
: . laiays joined. ose who di o
were repatriated with their wives and Thildyay, ¢ choose to remain

.~ The Rifle Regiment i |
i ) wag disbanded in 1873
muni , and '
princg 3;&%—??5’ }ile:scendants of these soldiers, and o;hs?)ml\gd}fay-'com-
princes Fewl fl th eir attendants were deported to Ceylon fo avlz}n-ese
medans. ey :ir tc éi?mcan. read and write Malay. ' They arerl\l?l?litalgﬁl
i ohies are simil 7 ,
medans ! ar to the Ceyl 3 i1
¢y have intermarried. Excépt in religion an%ofac?gfoghawr;th
G-

eristics the communit i
_ v, with few exceptions, bear li
o.the race from which they are deScex?gS&mS, bear little resemblance

~The ; . .
hsigniﬁcggltn:lnelglmﬁ; denominated “Burgher” are numericall

sorroct and ent of the. population of Colombo accor d'y a very
hag no eth proper acceptation of that term. The name “P:ng to tl}?
has a histo?;)cgaxiagfilgq signifioance, Tt has nothing to do with il
Go e in and refers to liti ) \

dist , a political .
istinctive character when it came under th(;m:ﬁ;lymg ?li];c%h'%flz
S : . ritis
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i i - mhbo
‘he Dutch Community in Ceylon at the papltulahmal ?-f E(;Orlggéan‘
i 756, on isted of Dutch, German, Swiss, aqd o tﬁil Huropean
e '17%', _c?nts; ather with the descendants of earlier set ?Swith o
natlﬂ.ﬂahpl?b, 'gho had taken service under and came ou1 ot
’ commumnes,EWSt India Company, This group of natura 1sSee 1 Dutef
Tet:'}:aiga\i:.: bjoadly divided into two classes, Company 8 : .
subjec
and] “Rurghers”.

‘ i ‘Dutch officials and clergy, who
e it Oft t!Ee‘,‘(x)lnggr?gsté}:rvgnts”, wit}x many pf the"}fﬁiﬁiﬁi
damts under-lt_he :gttlers retired to Batavia or r'etumed d(-)d L Lhe
Qs o eal' lfirr the c;pitulation, only aboui nine ht;ln lewere the
Fo.ul"  Dut heCommunity were left in the count.ry- These i
origine Dutf: those who accepted the alternative of remd.tlr;m(] o
e D oint to vested interests and property they haud.’1 acqwere o
Ceylon o\‘flngd others in less favourable circumstances, who ore abe
e s son tions and emoluments in the P‘ubllc De};&r t1:;1 nts eot
- Sﬁcllst?eoﬁi?\P 2dministration. Thege and their ggsczgpﬁréd . e
Poopl ; ¢ * her” is correc ] ,
%Eoglztgg fflh}?irélhigslo%:;l :aysf,h}'rh%ost are of unhlemished and some
ople ) :

o n ki1
" of noble origin.

o - . ity,
inistrati i tinct political Gom{num

iti dministration this dig 1l G oy

$ Unbdeizfgr;gsciiaginally to the Duteh, began to 1?'5% its significance.

gﬁéc:ppzllatio‘h o e b t;)hbe flggrseésifrggg) :fes‘cendants of the
' i ' nis as the 4

truetd t?ml:;f h\:?k‘fosugl}*tacﬂgglde the Duteh, and a larger number of mixed

gg;tggu%e or other mixed European descendants.

i itula-
One hundred and sixty one years ha}re gone by Sl'l’l(ée :J}};s ga;g:omte
tion o?eColomb'o to the British. Durlté% ;clhlf.o pfﬁ:i)r the dissolnte
~ ¢ her” adde nt
icati f the term Burg._ .
agﬁ};ﬁ‘«;;g)réo (:naking the Community appear larger than it 12
c

| i rfect know-
This, in great measure, hag been promoted by E;Etmft?ele]efhe o
ledge of éhe history and antecedents é)f :Ee %(;‘:réﬁéxal gifﬁculty ¢ termn
. fied in speech; an e . ulty in ¢
. ;)(7) ?ﬁ%ﬁlﬁngﬁion’ according to the proper acceptation of th
W .

o . . Y B .ll'ﬂg

pi hege difficulties in compiling

: m, venrturing to expose t  compiing

A'I";;lsazlfmllg[)l appositely quotes from a letter he nri(;fg)‘éiience 2 8

s tlema';a who sayg: ‘It is not an uncommo perience for

f\i‘t;%higﬁggscript \:vho effacts 2 pai_r (;f trouf:;i . ;mcto czgﬂ b With any
i . d under any particuiar ga _ ] .
a%ﬁig}?:r-?liﬁ to take refuge under that very ‘convement term

i i se-
Fate has for some reason picked for gurvival, w1t§1 lagu:ém}? hﬂ] ~
; ef ets, family pride, from the customs of the ch. 1 by
o o '?1 i’s meant the tendency to look back as far ag‘ P saible for
ﬁa:ixgl;g %:rl;ld E’:o take the credit accruing from an ancestry; W
) " .

It was cons-
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61
~“deny that remnant of a populace belonging to a Community which
had an origin so different from that ecommeonly spoken about today,
‘the use of this characteristi

¢ trait as a rallying point? One great ad-
vantage attached to it is the consequent care with whiek

. . 1 traditions of
preceding ages have been preserved. Hence all history

. The ranks of the Buargher Com munity com
Portugusse descent form an entirely different cla
- Portugnese patois is nsed by then,

posed of those of
89 gocially. A corrupt
but is fasi dying out in favonr of
_the Sinhalese language. A very small number of the descendants of

“the Duteh Burghers learnt to read Dutch for Bpecial Yeasong. - Today,
Fnglish is their language. -

Race antecedents which divide this class
goclally. influenced them to form a Duteh Burgher Union in 1907,
--admission to which is éonfined to Burghers who are the descendants in
~the male line of those of ‘European nationality who were in the gervice
‘or under the rule of the Netherlands East India Company in Ceylon at
he time of the capitulation,- :

Very nearly all the principal Kuoropean raced are represented in
“the Buropean population of Colombo. While a few of the Britigh
“element of thig community are in the service of ‘the Government of
“the Colony, the majority of the rems

] ainder are merchants, or are
rengaged in commercial or banking business, ‘

_ The tall and well formed Afghan, so well known and frequently
seen in the gtrests of Colombo, i3 the most prominent representative
‘of “Other Races” which find a habitat in the City. Their dress is
- distinetive, their principal ‘business usury. ‘They come from the
Province of Baluchistan in Pakistan, and from the country round
Quetta. T

.- The Chinese who onc
faney emhbroidered silken
and dentists,

8 wandered all over Colom
] ware, had set-up today as
They are in_'reghlity an‘emigrant race.

bo gelling sitk and
Restaumnt keepers -

; For the first half of the fiftesnth century Ceylon paid an annual
fribute to China, and the Island wag frequently  visited by Chinese
missions. There is however no record that this race which played g
prominent part in the history of Ceylon ever settled in Colombo.

. What 1§ the moral behind these ramblingg ?
community or race can undoubtedly be that which
imperfections. Fach should therefore welcome the
a8 others see it.  And, after all are’nt we all ridien]
odd or uncouth, from one anothers point of view.

The most perfect
realises it ig full of
“giftie” to see itself
ous, unsophisticated,

The objects of the Union shall be -

To promote the moral, intellectual, and social well.
being of the Dutch descendants in Ceylon.
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BURGHER ASSOCIATIONS WITH JAFFNA

N

obberies was simple and secure Culpri ‘ ‘
bberi ) . prits wer i
giiigﬁéye%gctsen%nce belng. passed, which, ﬁ;:’ec%le]rrls; al%]yadwzlll ll,‘i;DEd
Bty < reve.rse ﬁleé"? were 1o appeals, and there were ,no Appe‘il(?;cy
ourts to reverse £ n _1tllllgs on fact, which reminds me of an -interestirie
nversaton L had 1\?10 the .then Brigadier-General, at a diﬁner gé
o Lonse n 1910, on the mistake of allowing appeals in pcattEl .
e st at o serts me that he had to exercise magisterial poweY
s hisiintenticel‘tdm cantopment, and that when the prison:;%
prossen his it ntion to ap;geal from asentence of whipping, he w i
o do o dfter thessentence had been duly carried é)uf x‘\ould

.- The head of the famil

o : : ily of Arndt was the Coloni: .

] inils.atry H1% }gl*;afnq5011‘ a_nd gr{aat—g_randson, bhoth entere3lﬂ}:clh(ghipnla?ljf1 o
Vice-Pril:lcipa.l ofmé?.a;fz)sh ;;:1%% }.{n retirement now; the {attéréisl(tj?lr;
wiember of the Indian Oivil Servics. Panadura, and his brother isa

(From a Recent Number of ¢The Tamil 7,
" a Ceylon Journal in English)

[It has been said that all good Americans, when they die, go 1o
Paris. Heually, all good Burghers of the upper jat have gone to
Jaffna to be born! We publishan exlract from the Reminiscences of
the late Mr. Joseph Grenter where he tells of the first-class Burgher
families associated with Jaffna, From Lorenz to Lucien de Zilva—
© the Burgher contribution to Ceylon has been very groal indeed.  If
today Ceylon is at all known in the world of cullure, it 18 because of
Collette, and Key? and Wendt. Itisa ity in these days of parochiel
communalism, when halfiwits have beett pushed into temporary power,
the services of this greatl community have been so quickly Jorgolten

‘that mary of the best of themn have decided, lile the Arabs of old, to
fold their tentsand go awdy. The Burghers forget that the present
phase of tribalism and individualism, wnder the guise of religionisim,

“cannot last.]

Krange was the T

4 own Constable of Jaff

stature, ; ole o affna and wag .

o ‘ian Sé[;lteu (j,ia.lmgd to be of Austrian descent, Vany;‘f 11'.&. {%mnt in

B . 116 and wag th_e gub-Collector of Custom’é i Pd's dn())ther
r mar y years. He married my cousin Sophia at Point Padro

-Th ; " )
The 1ab§§1?b”‘;i;f_f§g§dﬁmsr in gaﬂ’na—John William and Edward,
ST : a severe attack of e e
egféreiz:'egaaigle Secretary of the Minor Gourtso af'zydp}i:;g - - The
Ote of thegrazl;?isslz:;c;%qf'g Ihbe%;sve the family wag of Belg?;;ydemm?

A ' oln William is ¢ . soent,

 Vos and Gratinen. illiam ig a partner in the legal firm of

! ,) L : .
- wl= .

In 1867, when 1 left Jaffia for Colombo, there were in residence
in this town, which was a typical Dutch one, a large number of the
Dutch Burgher Community begring these names: Grenier, Tougsaint,
Arndt, Krause, de Rooy, Koch, Vanderstraaten,’ Kriekenbeek, Leem-
bruggen, Anderson, Maartensz, Margenout, Straatenburg, Ebell, Modder,
‘Ypeldewinde, Heynsberg, Vanzyl, Claasz, de Hoedt, de Tile, Jobsz,
de Nitge, Schneider, Wittebron, Lieversz, Vandergucht,

"The Kochs, like the Toussai |
Loho X ints, were a numero Fain §
och, ‘gﬁglwzflgoéifocihefn were the hrothers Oyrusulﬁiofjlinggt‘i JThe'
B v Do ors. Charles, who was a son of the former, ohn
o onial Chapla thl many years, and Edwin Lawson, a eo ‘erj; the
o s e of exmost eminent surgeons and phj,rsici n’ of the
. ere a mugical family and were, I think i?SGgl he
. . rman -

Breckman,
~+ Bartholomeusz, Van Hagt, Thiele, Gratigen, Altendorf, Keegel, Boude- désvent
wyn, Mattysz, Janseque, Thiedeman, Beekmeyer, Meyer, Francke. i Fh. Leon
Rulach, Roelofsz. ' -The Leembruggen family had fo
o s ¥ I r one of their an¢
The Kriekenbeek family was rather a smanllcei?; ; g::;l IC])E’I: a!;
1 ! 8]

& best familiegin the Ba
e . rgher communit :
oussaint, ¥ equall; i j
a'n-amtil Tklli?fehffrﬁfllilé;im}ieﬁ"ﬂf)n, Maartensz, I\i[Odgel“Vé'?atﬁ.l:n Ggﬁme}r,
T : . The only Beek in . Jaff 1+ Dreek-
ag the C ; . meyer in-J; ‘ R
- dicir?e ;rign;ﬁi SI{PEGOI}- He had received only a‘,lﬂlggal“zhro in 1 saw
ort, . He used %gl S;gnfbhag o attend on the prisoners in?ililluill:lgtl]ln
i . ‘ ount i what was . : e
"?2_;‘;11;: curf'usly'cpnst.ructed, with a minki?lm;?()?lst g push-push—a
fformplcl)sstmg it from behind. In murder cases h?an'ng i and
éil'befoge J-unslt?zfae$ exalml?ations ag best he could Hés 'gtmy was to
P ustice Temple, but oue day, unf © got on very
1 : ay, unfort :
llod in to give evidance before Sir Fdword Crenny. & mabebom s
rial as to the di i : N Qquesiion arose
travelled. t hac rection in wh Ce
il .heeﬁaﬁftfﬁféf had entered the body of the dec;};eéhe ilmlte bad
€ ho had. ade a careful autopsy, And gave Particﬁlapgle ‘(‘l%rzliqr
. ““What

~ There were others, with Duteh or European names, who were not
regarded as Purghers, The Burghers owned glaves before the British
oceupation and after, and it wag 4 commaon practice with them to give
names to the slaves. T know of two cases at least, where the descen-
dants of slaves prided themselves on having Dutch names. I helieve

" some of themare on the Burgher Electorate.
retary -of the District

1 have already gaid that my father was Sec
rous family in Jaffna.

Qourt of Jaffna. The Toussaints were 2 nume
ber, wag Peter John

The head of the family, as early as I can remem
trate, of Point Pedro. 1 saw him

. the District Judge, or Sitting Magis
more than once travelling into town with hig wife, in'a carriage drawn
by labourers. He was a portly old gentleman, and T think he adminis-
tered patriarchal justice in Point Pedro, Punighment for thefts and
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 instrament did you use, 8ir ? 7 ‘asked the Chiel. “A pakotes,” replied
the doctor, with some hesitation, “ A pakotes ? 7 exclaimeg the Chief,
“.nd what is a pakotes?” he asked. The doctor stammered and
gtattered, and nob being ready with the description of the instrument,
gaid: A pakotesis a........oiBon pakotes . - This put the Chief
Justice ina good huwmour, and he appealed to the Interpreter, thinking
it was a Tamil word, for an explanation of the meaning of the word. -
“rPhe word, my Lord,” said the Interpreter, “;a I think, a Poiluguese,
or Italian word, and is pronounced Puakotts, and meang an arecanut
cutter, something like a pair of sharp scissors”™ ™ It presently trans-
pired that the doctor was not provided wish surgical ingiruments
and had to perform post-mortem examinations with any sharp

. ingtrument that came handy. The good old doctor was ever after-
wards known ag “Dr. Pakotti”, which he did not mind at all. 1t was
remarked that the Chief bowed to him politely on his leaving the
wittiess box. The doctor, and some others thought that the Chief was
pleaged with his knowledge of snrgery and hig skill as a surgeon, but I
am afraid there were many othiers who thought differently. -

In $he Speldewinde family there was; in the remote past, & judieial
funetionary who held the office of District Judge of the Vanni. His
descendants were very proud of the digtinetion and often inlroduced the
fact in even ordinary conversation. In, the old edition of the Zhesq- -
walame, there are a few deliverances of Judge Toussaini and Judge
Speldewinde on moot points relating to inheritance and the dowry gysbem

. whieh are not very enlightening, bub they might well form models for
ferse and erisp judgments. . '

~ The proctors 1T knew among the Burghers ab the time 1 have rmen-
tioned were Cyrus. Koch, TJohn Koch, Tom Anderson Maartensz and
Strastenberg. The Tamil proctors wore Brown Sinnatamby, Me. Gown |
Tampoo, Drummond Sinnacubty Olark Changavapillai, Gabriel Puvarai-
singham, DBenjamin Santisgapulle, Sianacutty, {who had escaped an
American name), Ambalavaner and two or three others whose names 1
cannob recall. o

_ The leading proetor was Cyrus Koeh. After work he used to take a
short walk on she Hsplanade opposite the District Court before going
home, and once, I remember his speaking to me and asking my name and
other details. The other Burgher prociors shared the practice with the
Tamil proctors, bub living was cheap and they earned enough to live

- upon comfortably. .

Tom Anderson had a large house in town and a country house in.
one of the small iglands, Mandativu, about three or four miles from the
town. He was, so T was teld, a very first-rate cross-examiner, and had e
the largest practice in the Police Conrt,. He was very popular with the
Jaffnese and I have often heard him veferrved o as "Tompulle”. He was

(Ww 1
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‘handsome old Idateh gentleman, but fell into feat‘ ty in hi
eclining years, and emigrated to Negombo and, Ig belieggveéllfgil lirilhef;ias '
5He kad three sons, one of whom was Port Surgeon in Colom’bo. He had
horror of being assigned to appear before the Suprome Court in eriminal
cases, and, a week before the advent of the Judge, he would retire to his
ountry seat and return bo town when the Supreme Court party was on
s:way back b0 Colombe. The only Burgher proctor who faced the
errors of appearance before S8ir HEdward Creasy, was Cyrus Koeh, I
eheye Mr. Justice Morgan made some not very complimentary remf:x.rks |
n_hlls diary —published in Dighy’s bock, as $o the way in which Mr
Cyrus Koch conducted the delence in some sessiong cages heard by him.

John Koch, excelled more in the art of photography than in the

Yercise of his profession, but he brought u ily in ¢
: . . 101, . p a large famil
nd was an accomplished musician. ¢ v m comiart,

‘Btraatenberg was just beginning hi i .

‘ g g his praoctice, buf T know that wh
,._b:jv?nt to ,Taefflm in the early seventies, he had a large business a?xg
: i)le ad me in several big cases. He was never tived of speaking to me
‘about my father, who had shown him greal kindness when he wasa

frigndl . : ;
r'ie_nd.e-ss youth., He was a quiet, well-mannered man and a good

T, ize objects of the Union shall be : ‘

To prepare and publish a memorial hstory of the
o :])zetcfz . Ceylon, descriptive of thewr social life and
- customs, thetr methods of admenisiration, and the
oo influence of these upon  ewisting institutions in the
- dsland, |
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THE HOLLAND FESTIVAL

" The Netherlands may well be called aland of flowers. Itisa -

- name which ig applicable in every season of the yvear. but one which
takeg on an extra gignificance in Springtime, with the bulbs in bloom.
Iu the same way, the arts flonrish in the Netherlands all the year round,
but they too have their special season—that of the Holland Festival.
This “geason”, which lasts from June 15th to July 15th, is becoming a
tradition. How did this Holland Festival come about, and why ig it
held? One can regard it ag a reaction to the migery of the war years.

1940—1945, when culture was suppressed and only material things-

seemed to matter. Thus, in 1946 the first plans for a festival of the
arts were made, and the next year—though not yet under that name—
saw the first Holland Festival.. Eight years have gince passed, Culture
is Howering again as never before, and yel it gseemg ag if that special
. “'season’’ is not out of place. While concerts and ballet, opera perfor-
_ maneces and art exhibitions are held from January through December,

the idea of having a concentration of artistie manifestations once a year,

has been widely accepted.

International Character

From it inception, the Holland Festival hag been international '

rathor than natiopal, Ag citizens of a seafaring and trading nation,

the Netherlanders have for centuries had an ‘open eye and mind for

- happenings outside their own horders. By its gecgraphical position
between the Western countries, the Netherlands have been at the cross
roads of the great cultural currents. All this would have made a narrow,
“strictly national festival impossible. While Netherlands cullure has its
place—and a prominent place—the Flolland Festival aims to be 2 kind
of window on the artistic achievements of the world. It not only wants
to remind people of the role Furope has played and is still playing in
the eultural field, but also to show what other parts of the world have
to offer. Thug, it may preseni Dutch painiters, Hungarian chamber
music, Italian opera, ballet from the United Stateg, drama from Britain
or France, and dances from India or Spain.

Culled from the Siera Gazette,

The objects of the Union shall be :

To  gather by degrees a library for the use of the
Union composed of all obtainable books. and, papers
relating fo the Duich occupation of Ceylon gnd
standard works n Duteh lLteratwre. '
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- GENEALOGY OQOF THE FAMILY OF
BILSBOROUGH OF CEYLON

(Compiled by Mr. D. V. Allendori?)
1

. William (George Bilsbbrouéh, (ovenanted Engine Driver, Ceylon

' :'G'overnment Railway, horn in Bdinhurgh Scotland, 16th June 1849,

-died in Colombo 19th July 1881, married in the Methodist Church
Pettah, Colombo, 22nd August 1879, ‘Alexandrina Victoria Priscills

Pereira, born 26th August 1859, died 11th November 1941, daughter of
. J ohn Pereira and Susan Sally de Haan, He had by her.—

10 William Johun Alexander, who follows under I1,

-2 Priscilla Margaret Mabel, born 7th November 1881, died 16th
Septemnber 1921, married in St. Mary’s Church, Bambala-

pitiya, ;

; (a) Edmund Morgan.

-~ (b} Vincent Archibald Fernando.

1

- William John Alexander Bilsborough, Appraiser in the Customs
epartment, born 24th May 1880, died 11th Angust 1927, married in
t. - Pauol's Church. Pettah, Colombo, 29th December 1902, Minnie
Claudia de Hoedt, born 20th September 1882, daughter of Ehenezer
,-kji)‘regerick Adolphus de Hoedt and Helen Arabella Bulner. e had

¥ her.— ‘

: 1 Alexander Dennis Hugo, who follows under 111,
2 George Henley Trevor, who follows under IV,

~ 3 Bertram Claude Llewellyn, who follows under V.

-4  Alton Vere Montagne, whe follows under VI .

5

Marie Victorine Norma, born 7th December 1519, married in
5t Michaels’ and All Angel’s Chureh, Colombs, 30th Nov-
ember 1940, Neril Emiliani Misso, L.M.8. (Geylon), D.T.M. and

H., BE.D., born 2nd September 1914, son of Krie Constant
Misgo and Daisy Irene Elaine Reimers. (D. B, U. Journal,
Vol. XXIX, page 72, and Vol. XXXIIT, page 49). :

111

- Alexander Dennis Hugo Bilsborough, born 2nd March 1904,
arried in St. Michaels’ and All Angels’ Church, Colombo, 4th June
929, Hsme Olivia de Jong, born 22nd November 1910, daughter of
enry Olivia de Jong and Winifred Olivia Wait, (D. B, U. Journal,
ol. IX, page 126). He had by her.— :






