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"AREN'T WE ALL? 

Some Rambling Jottings 

History discloses that Colombo, the present capital of Ceylon, has 
in a sense never been chosen or made by the indigenous people of this 
Island. It has every claim to be described as "the offspring of sea 
power'' nursed by foreign people who in the last ten centuries cast eyes 
on "the Helen or bride of contest"—the gorgeous trade which Ceylon 
had to offer, 

There is a tradition which attributes the discovery of the value of 
Colombo as a trading centre to early Arab adventurers who were un­
disputed masters of the Eastern trade routes from about the tenth to 
the fifteenth century. The accidental residence of the Sinhalese king 
at Cotta induced the Portuguese in the ascendancy of their power, to 
recognise the value of the position of Colombo, both as an anchorage 
and as a very suitable centre to exploit the cinnamon lands. From a 
small stockade of wood erected by them in 1518, Colombo grew during 
the 140 years of their occupation to be a gallant city, .fortified with a 
dozen bastions. 

The enterprising expeditions to India which the Dutch initiated 
in the early years of the seventeenth century, led evei.tually to the 
acquirement of large territory, the establishmtnt of their own trade 
and the subversion of the Portuguese monopoly'in the East, The 
story of the Portuguese occupation of Colombo ended with the famous 
siege of 1658, when the city was taken by the Butch. The adoption of 
Colombo as the site for the Capital and the seat of Government became 
irreversible when the Dutch had completed their fortifications and 
had surrounded them with valuable plantations of cinnamon. The 
British appeared on the scene at the close of the eighteenth century. 
The Dutch offered little resistance and the city was ceded to the 
British in 1796, and eight years later, by the Treaty of Amiens, was 
formally transferred with the entire maritime zone of Ceylon to Great 
Britain. 
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The trade which was exceedingly valuable, and embraced not only 
pearls, gems, spices and elephants, for which the Island was celebrated 
from earliest t imes, but also the products of Eastern and Southern Asia 
brought here by the Chinese to be exchanged for the wares carried by 
the Arabs from the countries beyond the Euphra tes , no doubt lured 
mariners and merchants, adventurers and thieves. In quest of these 
commodities, vessels came to Colombo from Persia, Arabia, the Eed 
Sea, China, Bengal and Europe. The medley of nationalities, races and 
peoples who have foregathered down the centuries in Colombo, -would 
indeed present an almost unparalleled kaleidoscopic panorama should 
it be possible to capture and project it today. And as it was then, so 
too after the British occupations the history of Colombo has been the 
history of the port. 

Percival, who has given us the earliest impressions of the British 
period, writ ing in 1803 of Colombo, says : "There is no par t of the 
world where so many different languages are spoken, or which contains 
such a mixture of nations, manners, and religions. Besides Europeans 
and Cingalese, the proper natives of the Island ; you meet scattered all 
over the town almost every race of Asiatic: Moors of every class, 
Malabars. Travancovians, Malays, Hindoos, Gentoos, Chinese, Persians, 
Arabians, Turks , Maldivians, Javians , and natives of all the Asiatic 
isles, Parsees, or worshippers of fire, who would sooner have thei r 
houses burnt and themselves perish in the flames than, employ any 
means.to extinguish it. There are also a number of Africans, Cafrees, 
Buganese, a.mixed race of Africans and Asiatics; besides the half-castes, 
people of colour and other races which proceed from a mixture of the 
original ones. ■ Each of these different classes of people has its own 
manners, customs, and language." 

It has been advanced and has at no t ime been more expressive 
than today, " tha t few terms are so often used in political wri t ings as 
that of nationality, though there is far from being any general under­
standing as to what a nationali ty is.'"' Whatever the proper meaning 
of the term may be, it cannot be regarded as an appropriate description 
of the various people in Colombo. Certain aggregations of people' 
however, are clearly differentiated, and even if they do not always 
have a common language, they have a common character and are 
believed or presumed to belong to the same stock, For a century at 
least, these groups have been socially, politically, and officially recog­
nised, and are more aptly termed races or communities, 

The greatest proportion of the population of Colombo is Sinhalese 
I t is the only community which can lay claim to tradit ions of nationa­
lity and regard Ceylon as the home of the nation. ' Arnnachalam, the 
Superintendent of the Census of Ceylon, in 1901, says: "The name 
and o-rigin of the Sinhalese have exercised the ingenuity of historians 
and antiquarians, and the very etymology of the term Sinhula is still 
uncertain and has been variously explained. ' ' "Whether Ceylon was 
originally a part of India, or whether it was always an island, hardly 
clouds t he issue. Analogy, reason and tradition, all po in t . to the 
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Indian peninsula, as t h e ' country from whence Ceylon was peopled, 
The most generally accepted theory of the origin of the Sinhalese is 
that their progenitors were Aryan settlers from Magadha (the..modern 
Behar) in North India. 

After the twelfth century which recorded the zenith of Sinhalese 
greatness, history unfolds a narrative of decadence and "decline. Reduced 
to an extremity tgf weakness by contentions among the royal family and 
the excess of their partisans, the Sinhalese race began gradually to 
disintegrate and to be divided. 

Those who had sought the lowlands, and had established themselves 
on or near the coast, particularly on the western and southern side of 
the Island, were soon exposed to foreign influences. Intercourse with 
the Arab traders and settlers, Malays, Chinese, Portuguese, Dutch and 
lastly the British, in due time left a very definite impress on their 
character and institutions. Their dress, habits, manners and customs 
underwent a change. 

The Sinhalese of the highland districts, on the other hand, jealously 
kept themselves aloof from the foreigners, and until 1815 were ruled by 
their own princes. They held to their customs and laws. This conser­
vatism retained for them, in largo measure, the purity of the race and 
ancient traditional characteristics. 

These material differences led to a subdivision of the Sinhalese race 
into two classes : Kandyans and Low-country Sinhalese ; whose history 
at least from the early years of the sixteenth century, is quite distinct. 

Within recent decades, although each community preserves certain 
traits,-prejudices and peculiarities, the distinction between Kandyans 
and Low-country Sinhalese is lessening. Most conspicuously in the 
matter of dress, it is difficult to distinguish today between the men and 
women of these two communities. 

The Tamils, next to the Sinhalese are the most numerous race in 
Colombo. They are said to spring from an old Bravidian stock, who* 
oefore the dawn of history, preceded the Aryans, though in later t imes 
they adopted the Aryan civilization and retained their individuality. 

The Ceylon Tamils are the descendants of those bands from the 
■aditional Chola and Pandyan realms of South India, who from the 
lird century B.C.* through some twenty centuries, formed that tidal 
rave of invasion which swept at frequent intervals over the kingdom 
I the Sinhalese kings; and on several occasions acquired the supreme 
ower. Thus, from earliest times the Sinhalese and the Tamils are 
mnd in the closest intercourse, contesting for predominance and sove-
jignity, allied under rulers married to South Indian princesses, and 
ften, even welded together as a settled population. Yet, in spite of the 
iany opportunities for coalescence often happily initiated, the two races 
re as distinct today in Ceylon as the limits of their settlements are 
learly defined. 
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Time was, when the indigenous Tamils received, yearly large accessions 
from the Tamils in India, who are attracted to Ceylon. The majority 
of t h e m . make their domicile in the planting districts, while a large 
number find employment in Colombo as domestic servants, or in the 
case of the depressed classes, as grooms, rickshaw pullers and scavengers. 

Among other Indian races to be found in Colombo are the Cochinese 
and the Malayalis; the Parsis , who play a very prominent part both in 
public life and as merchants ; the Borah and the Gkrjeratie who are 
chiefly traders and merchants; the Goanese largely dependant on music 
for their livelihood; and that prominent, wealthy race of Indian Tamil, 
the Nattukottai Chetty. These Chetties, who are notorious usurers, are 
easily distinguished by the rudvaksham fruit set in gold which most of 
them invariably wear round their necks. They are said to have the 
inviolable right to claim the hand of their paternal aunt 's daughter, the 
consequence being that ill-assorted marriages are frequent, the putative 
father being ofben a child. Today there must be very few of them left 
in Ceylon. I t is alleged tha t none of these Chetties bring their wives 
with them to Ceylon and that their stay does not exceed thir ty calendar 
months . 

The Moors, an ubiquitous people, are as active in Colombo as in 
the remotest village, and are the most numerous'race in the city. "The 
term Moor,''' says Denham, in reviewing the census of 1911; "is of 
course a misnomer, and its use is due to the Portuguese, who styled all 
Muhammad ans whom they met with on their voyages to India Mouros 
or Moors, as the only Muhammadans they had previously encountered 
were the inhabitants of Mauritania; to whom alone the name Moor 
strictly applies.' ' 

The origin and the date of arrival of the various colonies of Moors 
in Ceylon give rise to much speculation and their own traditions are 
vague, distorted and unsatisfactory. According to one of these tradi­
tions) their progenitors were expelled from Arabia, by their prophet 
Mahomet, as a punishment for cowardice in one of the battles in which 
he was engaged. They founded a colony at Kailapatnam (east of Cape 
Comorin), and from thence moved in successive migrations towards this 
island. 

"Whatever may have been their place of origin, the forebears of the 
Moors in Ceylon were no doubt the Arabs who exercised great influence 
in Ceylon until they were ousted by the 'Portuguese. They intermarried 
largely, especially with the Tamils, and call themselves Sonahar. As 
evidence tha t the distinction between the Ceylon Moors, and the later 
arrivals from India, or the Coast Moor, is clearly recognised the term 
Sammankarar is used to distinguish the lat ter . 

The Sinhalese impose on both branches the title of Marakkalaya, 
or boatman, which either arises from the circumstance of their having 
been formerly engaged in the export t rade of Ceylon, or from their 
crossing over to the Island in boats from the opposite shore, when 
they made their sett lements. 
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"Taking the language they speak at home in connection with their 
history, thei r customs, and physical features, the proof cumulatively 
leads to no other conclusion than that the Moors of Ceylon are ethno-
logically Tamil ," says Sir P . Ramanathan, in a paper on the Moors of 
Ceylon, published in the Journal of the Royal Asiatic Society (C.B.) 
Although very closely intermixed there are many distinctive charac­
teristics of the Moors which bear little resemblance to the Tamils. 
The original Arab blood has left its mark upon the race, and their 
religion, Muhammadanism or Islamism, has served to emphasise a l ine 
of division. "Among the Moors in Colombo at the present day," says 
Denham, (1911), " there must be a fairly considerable infusion of 
Sinhalese blood; the number of Sinhalese women married to or living' 
with Moors is fairly large." 

Neither the Portuguese nor the Dutch were disposed to interfere 
with the trade carried on by the Moors as long as they were not in 
active opposition. As a result they continued to flourish and are to-day 
the most prosperous community in Ceylon, excelling as they have 
always done in bar ter and as traders. Their language is Tamil. Though 
the Koran is taught in the Koran Schools, there are few who can read 
and write Arabic. 

The Coast Moors from India seldom bring their women folk with 
them. Compared with the female Muhammadan population of other 
countries, the women of the Ceylon Moors are in many places not kept 
in strict seclusion and enjoy a considerable amount of freedom. 

The community as a whole, are today designated Muslim. 

The Malays, constitute a small community in Colombo. The 
Dutch originally imported Malays to Ceylon, from Java and the Malay 
Peninsula, for mil i tary service, When the Dutch rule in Ceylon 
ended, the British Government formed a Rifle Regiment which a great 
number of the Malays joined. Those who did not choose to remain 
were repatriated with their wives and children. 

The Rifle Regiment was disbanded in 1873, and the Malay com­
munity are chiefly descendants of these soldiers, and of some Javanese 
princes who with their attendants were deported to Ceylon for political 
reasons. Few of them can read and write Malay. They are Muham-
medans and their ceremonies are similar to the Ceylon Moor with 
whom they have intermarried. Except in religion and racial charac­
teristics the community, with few exceptions, bear little resemblance 
to the race from which they are descended. 

The communi ty denominated "Burghe r" are numerically a very 
insignificant element of the population of Colombo according to the 
correct and proper acceptation of that term. The name "Burgher ," , 
has no ethnographic significance. I t has noth ing to do with race, but 
has a historical origin and refers to a political community which had a 
distinctive character when it came under the sway of the British 
Government. 
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The Dutch Community in Ceylon at the capitulation of Colombo 
in 1796, consisted of Dutch, German, Swiss, and other European 
nationalities, together with the descendants of earlier settlers of these 
communities, who had taken service, under and came out with the 
Netherlands East India Company, This group of naturalised Dutch 
subjects was broadly divided into two classes, "Company's Servants," 
and "Burghers". 

In course of time, nearly all the Dutch officials and clergy, who 
came under the term "Company's Servants", with many of the descen­
dants of earlier settlers, retired to Batavia or returned to Holland. 
Four years after the capitulation, only about nine hundred of the 
original Dutch Community were left in the country. These were for 
the most part those who accepted the alternative of remaining in 
Ceylon owing to vested interests and property they had acquired in 
the Island; and others in less favourable circumstances, who were able 
to secure occupations and emoluments in the Public Departments set 
up by the new administration. These and their descendants, are the 
people to whom the name "Burgher'1 is correctly applied, Bishop 
Copleston, in his Memoirs, says, "Most are of unblemished and some 
of noble origin.'' 

Under British administration this distinct political Community, 
■ which belonged originally to the Dutch, began to lose its significance. 

The appellation "Burgher" began to be loosely applied, It was cons­
trued to include such elements as the few direct descendants of the 
Portuguese who preceded the Dutch, and a larger number of mixed 
Portuguese or other mixed European descendants. 

One hundred and sixty one years have gone by since the capitula­
tion of Colombo to the British. During this period the dissolute 
application of the term "Burgher" added to their numbers and 
conduced to making the Community appear larger than it is. 

This, in great measure, has been promoted by an imperfect know­
ledge of the history and antecedents of the Community when the term 
is commonly applied in speech; and the practical difficulty in the 
way of enumeration' according to the proper acceptation of the term-

Arunachalam, venturing to expose these difficulties in compiling 
the census of 1901, appositely quotes from a letter he received from a 
Burgher gentleman, who says: "It is not an uncommon experience for 
every nondescript who effects a pair of trousers and cannot with any 
right be classed under any particular category to call himself a 
"Burgher'', and to take refuge under that very convenient term. 

Fate has for some reason picked for survival, with law and house­
hold comforts, family pride, from the customs of the Dutch. If by 
family pride is meant the tendency to look back as far as possible for 
origin, and to take the credit accruing from an ancestry; who would 
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deny that remnant of a populace belonging to a Community which 
had an origin so different from that commonly spoken about today, 
the use of this characteristic trait as a rallying point? One great ad­
vantage attached to it is the consequent care with which traditions of 
preceding ages have been preserved. Hence all history. 

The ranks of the Burgher Community composed of those of 
Portuguese descent form an entirely different class socially. A corrupt 
Portuguese patois is used by them, but is fast dying out in favour of 
the Sinhalese language. A very small number of the descendants of 
the Dutch Burghers learnt to read Dutch for special reasons'. Today, 
English is their language. Race antecedents which divide this class 
Socially, influenced them to form a Dutch Burgher Union in 1907. 
admission to which is confined to Burghers who are the descendants in 
the male line of those of European nationality who were in the service 
or under the rule of the Netherlands East India Company in Ceylon at 
the time of the capitulation. 

Very nearly all the principal European races are represented in 
the European population of Colombo. While a few of the British 
element of this community are in the service of the Government of 
the Colony, the majority of the remainder are merchants, or are 
engaged in commercial or banking business. 

The tall and well formed Afghan, so well known and frequently 
seen in the streets of Colombo, is the most prominent representative 
of "Other Races" which find a habitat in the City, Their dress is 
distinctive, their principal business usury. They come from the 
Province of Baluchistan in Pakistan, and from the country round 
Quetta-

The Chinese who once wandered all over Colombo selling, silk and 
fancy embroidered silken ware, had set-up today as Restaurant keepers 
and dentists. They are in reality an emigrant race. 

Eor the first half of the fifteenth century Ceylon paid an annual 
tribute to China,' and the Island was frequently visited by Chinese 
missions. There is however no record that this race which played a 
prominent part in the history of Ceylon ever settled in Colombo, 

What i s ' the moral behind these ramblings ? The most perfect 
community or race can undoubtedly be that which realises it is full of 
imperfections. Each should therefore welcome the "giftie" to see itself 
as others see it. And, after all are'nt we all ridiculous, unsophisticated, 
odd or uncouth, from one anothers point of view. 

The objects of the Union shall be: 

To promote the moral, intellectual, and social well-
being of the Dutch descendants in Ceylon.,. 



62 THE JOURNAL OF THE 

BURGHER ASSOCIATIONS WITH JAFFNA 

(From a Recent Number of " T h e Tamil", 
a Ceylon Journal in English) 

tit has been said that all good Americans, when they die, go to 
Paris. Equally, all good Burghers of the upper jat have gone to 
Jaffna to he horn.' We publishan extract from the Reminiscences of 
the late Mr. Joseph Grenier where he tells of the first-class Burgher 
families associated with Jaffna. From Lorenz to Lucien de Zilva— 
the Burgher contribution to Ceylon has been very great indeed. If 
today (J By Ion is at all known in the world oj culture, it is because of 
Collette, and Keyt and Wendt. It is a pity in these days oj parochial 
communalism, when halfwits have been pushed into temporary power, 
the services of this great community have been so quickly forgotten 
that many of the best of them have decided, like the Arabs of old, to 
fold their tents and go away. The Burghers forget that the present 
phase of tribalism and individualism, under the guise of religionism, 
cannot last,] 

I n 1867, when I left Jaffna for Colombo, there were in residence 
in this town, which was a typical Butch one, a large number of the 
Dutch Burgher Communi ty bearing these n a m e s : Grenier, Toussaint, 
Arndt) Kranse, de E-ooy, Koch, Vanderstraaten, Kriekenbeek, Leem-
bruggen, Anderson, Maartensz, Margenout, Straatenburg, 'Ebell , Modeler, 
Speldewinde, Heynsberg, Vanzyl, Claasa, de Hoedt, de Lile, Jobsz, 
Breckman, de Kiese, Schneider, Wit tebron, Lieversz, Vandergucht , 
Bartholomeusz, Van Hagt , Thiele, Gratiaen, Altendorf, Keegel, Boude-
wyn , Mattysz, Janseque, Thiedtsman, Beekmeyer, Meyer, Francke . 
Rulach, Roelofsz, 

There were others, with Dutch or European names, who were not 
regarded as Burghers. The Burghers owned slaves before the British 
occupation and after, and it was a common practice with them to give 
names to the slaves. I know of two cases at least, where the descen­
dants of slaves prided themselves on having Dutch names. I believe 
some of t hem are on the Burgher Electorate. 

I have already said that my father was Secretary of the District 
Court of Jaffna. The Toussaints were a numerous family in Jaffna. 
The head of the family, as early as I can remember, was Peter John 
the District Judge , or Sitting Magistrate, of Point Pedro. I saw h im 
more than once travelling into town with his wife, in a carriage drawn 
by labourers. He was a portly old gentleman, and I th ink he adminis­
tered patriarchal justice in Point Pedro, Punishment for thefts and 
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robberies was simple and secure. Culprits were generally whipped 
instantly on sentence being passed, which, of course, had a very 
salutary effect. There were no appeals, and there were no Appellate 
Courts to reverse findings on fact, which reminds me of an interesting 
conversation I had with the then Brigadier-General, at a d inner at 
Queen's House in 1910, on the mistake of allowing appeals in pet ty 
criminal cases. He to]d me that he had to exercise magisterial powers 
when stationed at a certain cantonment , and that when the prisoner 
expressed his intention to appeal from a sentence of whipping, he would 
advise h im to do so after theSsentence had been duly carried out. ! 

The head of the family of Arndt was the Colonial Chaplain of 
Jaffna, His grandson and great-grandson, both entered the Anglican 
ministry. The former is living in re t i rement now; the latter is the 
Vice-Principal of St. John ' s College, Panadura , and his brother is a 
member of the Indian Civil Service. 

Krause was the Town Constable of Jaffna and was a giant in 
stature. He claimed to be of Austrian descent, Vanzyl was another 
giant in stature and was the sub-Collector of Customs at Point Pedro 
for many years. He married my cousin Sophia. 

There were two de Rooys in Jaffna—John . "William and Edward. 
The latter became blind after a severe attac'k of typhoid fever. The 
former was the Secretary of the Minor Courts and was very much 
esteemed and respected. I believe the family was of Belgian descent, 
One of the grandsons of John William is a par tner in the legal firm of 
de Vos and Gratiaen. 

The Kochs, l ike the Toussaints, were a numerous family. The 
best known among them were the brothers Cyrus Koch and John 
Koch, who were proctors. Charles, who was a son of the former, was 
Colonial Chaplain for many years, and Edwin Lawson, a son of the 
latter, was one of t h e ; most eminent surgeons and physicians of his 
day. The Kochs were a musical family and were, I th ink , of German 
descent. 

The Leembruggen family had for one of their ancestors Count van 
Ranzow. The Kriekenbeek family was ra ther a small one, but one of 
the best families in the Burgher community equally with the Grenier, 
Toussaint, Koch, Ebeli, Anderson, Maartensz, Modder Gratiaen, Breek-
man and Theile families. The only Beekmeyer in Jaffna whom 1 saw 
was the Colonial Surgeon. He had received only a local training in 
medicine and surgery and had to attend on the prisoners in jail in the 
Fort. He used to go about in what was known as a push-push—a 
vehicle, curiously constructed, with a man in front drawing it and 
another pushing it from behind. In murder cases his duty was to 
perform post-mortem examinations as best he could He got on very 

« well before Just ice Temple, but one day, unfortunately for him, he was 
called in to give evidence before Sir Edward Creasy. A question arose 
in the course of trial as to the direction in which the knife had 
travelled after it had entered the body of the deceased. The doctor 
said he had made a careful autopsy, And gave particulars. ' 'What 



64 THE JOURNAL OF THE 

ins t rumen t did you use, Sir ? " asked the Chief. "A pakotes," replied 
the doctor, wi th some hesitation, " A pakotes ? " exclaimed the Chief, 
" and what is a p a k o t e s ? " he asked. The doctor stammered and 
stuttered, and not being ready with t he description of the ins t rument , 
said: " A pakotes is a .a pakotes ". This put the Chief 
Just ice in a good humour , and he appealed to the In terpre ter , th ink ing 
it was a Tamil word, for an explanation of the meaning of the word. 
" T h e word, m y Lord," said the In terpre ter , "is I th ink, a Portuguese, 
or Italian word, and is pronounced Pakotti, and means an arecanut 
cutter, something l ike a pair of sharp scissors" * I t presently trans­
pired that the doctor was not provided wi th surgical ins t ruments 
and had to perform post-mortem examinations with any sharp 
ins t rument that came handy . The good old doctor was ever after­
wards known as "Dr . Pakot t i" , .which he did not mind at all. I t was 
remarked that the Chief bowed to h im politely on his leaving the 
witness box. The doctor, and some others thought that the Chief was 
pleased with his knowledge of surgery and his skill as a surgeon, but I 
am afraid there were many others who thought differently. 

In the Speldewinde family there was, in the remote past, a judicial 
functionary who held the office of District Judge of the "Vanni. His i 
descendants were very proud of the distinction and often introduced the 
fact in even ordinary conversation. In, the old edition of the Thesa-
walame, there are a few deliverances of Judge Toussaint and Judge 
Speldewinde on moot points relating to inheritance and the dowry system 
which are not very enlightening, but they might well form models for 
terse and crisp judgments. 

The proctors I knew among the Burghers at the t ime I have men­
tioned were Cyrus Koch, John Koch, Tom Anderson Maartensz and 
Straatenberg. The Tamil proctors were Brown Sinnatamhy, Mc. Gown 
Tampoo, Drummond Sinnacutty Clark Changarapillai, Gabriel Puvarah 
singham, Benjamin Santiagapulle, Sinnacutty, (who had escaped an 
American name), Amhalavaner and two or three others whose names I 
cannot recall. 

The leading proctor was Cyrus Koch. After work he used to take a 
short walk on the Esplanade opposite the District Court before going 
home, and once, I remember his speaking to me and asking my name and 
other details. The other Burgher proctors shared the practice with the 
Tamil proctors, but living was cheap and they earned enough to live 
upon comfortably. 

Tom Anderson had a large house in town and a country hpuse in 
one'of the small islands, Mandativu, 'about three or four miles from the 
town. He was, so I was told, a very first-rate cross-examiner, and had » 
the largest practice in the Police Court,. H e was very popular with the 
Jaffnese and I have often heaid him referred to as ' 'Tompulle". H e was 

* The wo.d is obviously derived from the Tamil word Fahlmvetti 
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a handsome old D/atch gentleman, but fell into great poverty in his 
declining years, and emigrated to Negombo and, I believe, died there. 
He had three sons, one of whom was Port Surgeon in Colombo. H e had 
a horror of being assigned to appear, before the Supreme Court in criminal 
cases, and, a week before the advent of the Judge, he would retire to his 
country seat and return to town when the Supreme Court party was on 
its way back to Colombo. The only Burgher proctor who faced the 
terrors of appearance before Sir Edward Creasy, was Cyrus Koch, I 
bolieve Mi. Justice Morgan made some not very complimentary remarks 
in his diary—published in Digby's book, as to the way in which Mr. 
Cyrus Koch conducted the defence in some sessions cases heard by him. 

John Koch, excelled more in the art of photography than in the 
exercise of his profession, but he brought up a large family in comfort, 
and was an accomplished musician. 

Straatenberg was just beginning his practice, but I know that when 
I went to Jaffna in the early seventies, he had a large business and 
briefed me in several big cases. He was never tired of speaking to me 
about my father, who bad shown him great kindness when he was a 
friendless youth. H e was a quiet, well-mannered man and a good 
friend. 

The objects of the Union shall be : 

To prepare and publish a memorial history of the 
Dutch in Ceylon, descriptive of their social life and 
customs, their methods of administration, and the 
influence of these upon existing institutions in the 
Island. 



65 THE JOURNAL Otf THE 

THE HOLLAND FESTIVAL 

The Netherlands may well be called a land of flowers. It is a 
name which is applicable in every season of the year, but one which 
takes on an extra significance in Springtime, with the bulbs in bloom. 
In the same way, the arts flourish in the Netherlands all the year round, 
but they too have their special season—that of the Holland Festival. 
This "season", which lasts from June 15th to July 15th, is becoming a 
tradition. How did this Holland Festival come about, and why is it 
held? One can regard it as a reaction to the misery of the war years. 
1940—1945, when culture was suppressed and only material things 
seemed to matter. Thus, in 1946 the first plans for a festival of the 
arts were made, and the next year—though not yet under that n a m e -
saw the first Holland Festival. Eight years have since passed. Culture 
is flowering again as never before, and yet it seems as if that special 
"season" is not out of place. While concerts and ballet, opera perfor­
mances and art exhibitions are held from January through December, 
the idea of having a concentration of artistic manifestations once a year, 
has been widely accepted. 

International Character 
From its inception, the Holland Festival has been international 

rather than national. As citizens of a seafaring and trading nation, 
the Netherlander^ have for centuries had an open eye and mind for 
happenings outside their own borders. By its geographical position 
between the Western countries, the Netherlands have been at the cross 
roads of the great cultural currents. All this would have made a narrow, 
strictly national festival impossible. While Netherlands culture has its 
place—and a prominent place—the Holland Festival aims to be a kind 
of window on the artistic achievements of the world. It not only wants 
to remind people of the role Europe has played and is still playing in 
the cultural field, but also to show what other parts of the world have 
to offer. Thus, it may present Dutch painters, Hungarian chamber 
music, Italian opera, ballet from the United States, drama from Britain 
or France, and dances from India or Spain. 

Culled from the Siera Gazette, 

The objects of the Union shall be : 

To gather by. degrees a library for the use of the 
Union composed of all obtainable boohs and% papers 
relating to the Dutch occupation of Ceylon and 
standard works in Dutch literature. 
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GENEALOGY OF THE FAMILY OF 
BILSBOROUGH OF CEYLON 

{Compiled by Mr. D. V. Altendorff) 

I 
William George Bilsborough, Covenanted Engine Driver, Ceylon 

Government Railway, born in Edinburgh Scotland. 16th June 1849 
died in Colombo 19th July 188.1, married in the Methodist Church' 
Pettah, Colombo, 22nd August 1879, Alexandria Victoria Priscilla 
Pereira, born 26th August 1859, died 11th November 1941, daughter of 
John Pereira and Susan Sally de Haan. He had by her.— 

1 William John Alexander, who follows under II . 

2 Priscilla Margaret Mabel, born 7th November 1881, died 16th 
September .1921, married in St. Mary's Church, Bambala-
pitiya, ; 

(a) Edmund Morgan. 
(b) Vincent Archibald Fernando. 

II ■ 
William John Alexander Bilsborough, Appraiser in the Customs 

Department, born 24th May 1880, died 11th August 1927, married in 
St- Paul's Church, Pettah, Colombo, 29th December 1902, Minnie 
Claudia de Hoedt, born 20th September 1882, daughter of Ebenezer 
Frederick Adolplius de Hoedt and Helen Arabella Bulner. He had 
by her.— 

1 Alexander Dennis Hugo, who follows under III . 
2 George Henley Trevor, who follows under IV. 
3 Bertram Claude Llewellyn, who follows under V. 
4 Alton Vere Montague, who follows under VI. 
5 Marie Victorine Norma, born 7th December 1919, married in 

St. Michaels' and All Angel's Church, Colombo, 30th Nov­
ember 1940, Neril Emiliani Misso, L.M.S. (Ceylon), D.T.M. and 
H., E.D., born 2nd September 1914, son of Eric Constant 
Misso and Daisy Irene Elaine Reimers. (D. B. U. Journal 
Vol. XXIX, page 72, and Vol. XXXIII, page 49). 

I l l 
Alexander Dennis Hugo Bilsborough, born 2nd March 1904, 

married in St. Michaels' and All Angels' Church, Colombo, 4th June 
1929, Esme Olivia de Jong, born 92nd November 1930, daughter of 
Henry Olivia de Jong and Winifred Olivia Wait. (D. B, U. Journal, 
Vol. IX, page 126). He had by her.— 
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1 Claudette Yvonne, born 3rd October 1933. 
2 Rosemary Yvette, born 4th February 1946. 

IY 
George Henley Trevor Bilsborough, born 19th-May 1905, married 

in St. Michael's and All Angels' Church, Colombo, 7th October 1936, 
Florence Eileen Potger, born 24th November 1918, daughter of Justin 
RalDh Potger and Florence May Redlich. (D. H. U. Journal, 
Voh XXVII, page 113, and Vol. XLIV, page 28.) He had by her.— 

1 Amelia Estelle Corinne, born 10th September 1938. 
2 ■ Hermione Marise, born 6th March 1947. 

V 
Bertram Claude Llewellyn Bilsborough, born 14th April 1909, 

married in St. Mary's Church, Bambalapitiya, 1st December 1934, 
Florence Elva Dabrera, born 22nd July 1909 daughter of Henry 
Stephen Mitchell Dabrera and Florence Emma de Hoedt. He had 
by her.— 

1 Marie Helen Maxine, born 23rd August 1936. 
2 "Wendy Alexandra Christine, born 5th July 1942. 

VI 

Alton Vere Montague Bilsborough, born 14th April 1909, married 
in St. Paul's Church, Milagiriya, 9th November 1938, Edith Vivienne 
Constance Bartholomeusz, born 25th August 1917, daughter of Arnold 
Edward Annesley Bartholomeusz and Alice Constance Nellidith Mack. 
(D. B. U. Journal, Vol. XXXVIII, page 143^. He had by her.— 

1 Edward Alexander Montague, born 7th September 1944, 
2 Michael Steuart, born 7th August 1949. 
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■GENEALOGY OF THE FAMILY OF CROWE 
OF CEYLON* 

(Compiled by Mr, D. V. Altendorfj). 

I 
William Crowe of Spring Gardens in Hinckley in the County of 

Leicester, England, married Susan Robinson of the same place. He 
had by her.— 

1 Charles Bertrand Orton, who follows under I I . 

II 
Charles Bertrand Orton Crowe born in Hinckley, England, 14th 

June 1855, died 14th July J916. married in the Methodist Church, 
Negombo, 27th June 1904, Adela de Zilva, born 6th October 1869. 
widow of Henry "Ward Campbell, who died on 19th March 1902, and 
daughter of John William de Zilva Proctor and Sarah (Susan) Kelaart. 
(D. B. U. Journal, Vol. XLII, page 64). He had by her.— 

1 William Chester, born 23rd April 1905, died 19th December 
1928. 

2 Irene Minnette, born 13th May 1907, married in the Methodist 
Church, Kollupitiya, 28th January 1928. John Cyril Kelaart, 
born 1st July 1899, died 8th May 1952, son of Harwood 
Arnold Kelaart and Jane Louisa Holdenbottle. (D. B. U. 
Journal, Vol. XLII, pages 70 and 76). 

3 Cyril Bertrand, who follows under III . 
4 Ernest Reginald, who follows under IV. 

.Ill 
Cyril Bertrand Crowe, born 28th November 1908, died 16th July 

1938, married in St. Lucia's Cathedral, Colombo, 4th July 1936, Cons­
tance Primrose LaBrooy, horn 20th September 1912, daughter of Hugh 
Clarence LaBrooy and Catherine Elizabeth Myrtle Misso. (D. B. XT. 
Journal, Vol. XXIV, page 79, and Vol. XXIX, page 65). He had by her.— 

1 Marie Aurelia, born 21st April 1937. 

IV 
Ernest Reginald Crowe, Superintendent of Prison, born 25thNov-

ember 1913, married in the Methodist Church, Kollupitiya, 5th June 
1937, Norma Yolande Martensz Blacker, born 16th January 1917, 
daughter of Arnold Leslie Blacker, and Sother Virginia Alphonso, He 
had by her. 

1 Arnold Reginald, born 20th September 1941. 
2 Reginald Chester, born 12th October 1946. 
3 Roger Derek, born 1st April 1948. 


