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JOHNSTON MANUSCRIPTS.

(Introduction by Editor).

Through the kind courtesy of Mr. James T. Rutnam, we are pri-
vileged to be in a position to publish the following contemporary and
“original records which were digcovered by him among a lot of Johnston

MSS. Documents and Articles which he obtained during a vigit to Great

Britain in 1954.

" 1. Original of the Address presented to Sir Alexander Johnsten
by the Europeans, Descendants of Europeans, and Burghers,
residing in the Distriet of Galle, in 1817.

2. Original of the Address presented to Sir Alexander Johnston
by eleven signatories who did not have the opportunity to
subseribe their names to the Address presented by the inhabi-
tants of Galle, in 1817.

3. Contemporary record of Sir Alexander Johnston's reply to
the address presented to him by the Europeans. Descendants
of Huropeans, and the Burghers residing in the District of
Galle, in 1817.

4. Original of the Address pregented to Sir Alexander Johnston
by the Dutch Inhabitants and Burghers of the Province of
Jaffnapatam, in 1817.

Contemporary rvecord of the reply of Sir Alexander Johnston
"to the Address presented to him by the Dutch Inhabitants and
the Burghers of the Province of Jaffnapatam, in 1817.

L

6. Contemporary copy of the Address presented by the Dutch
Inhabitants and Burghers of Colombo, in 1817.

7. Contemporary record of the reply of Sir Alexander Johnsion
to ‘the Addregs presented by the Duteh Inhabitants and
Burghers of Colombo, in 1817.

Mr, Rutnam writes : —"' T propoge to have the above seven docu-
- ments gent to the Government Archives, te be placed among the records

% gt the Archives, on a loan from me. Meantime if you consider
47~ suitable I would wish you kindly to publish these Addresses and
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oshow. In fact, it is accepted that the former were actnally led to
his scene of missionary labour ingtrumentally by the representatmn of
t which Sir Alexander gave to some of the leaders of the misgions in
England in 1809. Although circumstances occurred to delay the esta-
blishment of the C.M.8. in Ceylon until the cloge of 1817, there iga
passage in a much earlier report extolling “with what wisdom and
¢oess Sir Alexander Johnston, Chief Justice of the Island, had

vepared the way by diffusing information respectmg ithe desugns of
he Soclety

replies thereto early in the Journal of the Dutch Burgher Union....... "
We do so with much pleasure, beginning in this number of the Journal
with the Address presented by the Dutch Inhabitants and Burghers
resident in Colombo in 1817, and Sir Alexander’s reply thereto.

Sir Alexander Johnston was born on the 25th of April, 1775. His
father obtained civil employment in Madras under Lord Macartney
and in 1781 settled at Madura. Alexander was partly trained by Swartz
the missienary. He learnt the Tamil, Telugn and Hindustani
languages, and inbibed a lifelong sympatbhy with the people of the
country, When only 11 years old he was offered a corneficy of dragoons
he resigned the commisgion and in 1792 returned to Europe with his
parents. He then trained for Law and passed into Lincoln’s Inn
where he was called to the Bar, and went the home circuit until an
accidental interview with Fox turned his thoughts again to India,

o W]th g0 much told to the honour ef the memory of this great man,
tis hardly surprising that Communities and Institutions were not slow
to-show their appreciation by addressing him when he retired from
. Kis high office in 1817, The Dictionary of National Biography records
that when Johnston returned to England in 1819, Lord Grey declared
n-the Houge of Lords that * h1s conduct in the Island of Ceylon alone
had immortalised his name.’

He was at this time in need of an increased income, having in
1799 married the only danghter of Captain Lord William Camphell
R.N. and now obtained the post of Advocate-General of Ceylon. Con
temporary records digclose that when Sir Codrington Edmond Carring
ton, the firat Chief Justice of Ceylon, resigned his appointment in
March, 1806, Mr., Alexander Johnston was appointed to act as Chief
Justice on the 3rd of the following month. He eificiated as such unti
the 5th of April, 1807, when the Hon. Mr. Henry Kdward Lushington
the first Puisne Justice, who presumably had just returned from leave
was appointed permanently as Chief Justice. Lushington was succee
ded by the Hon. Mr.. W, Coke, in 1809.

In that same year 1809, Alexander Johnston was snmmoned to
England to give snggestions to the Home Government concerning
Ceylon, Many of these suggestions were embodied in the renewed
Charter issued to the East India Cempany in 1813. Johnston wa
Knighted by the Prince Regent for his services, and veturned to Ceylon
in 1811, to take over the ofﬁce of Chief Justice from Mr, Coke, wh
had retlred

.:'An Address Presented to Sir Alexander Johnston ‘by
the Dutch Inhabitants and Burghers of Colombo
K in 1817.%

(D om a Contemporary Copy of the Original)

The I-Ion’ble
Sir Alexander Johnston Ent.
Chief Justice of the Supreme Uourt
“- ol Judicature on $he Island of
~‘Ceylon and first Member of His
o Ma]esty 8 Couneil—

Hon’ble Sir,

We bhe undersigned Duteh Inhabibants and Burgers of Colombo
having learnt that your Lordship is about to quit this Island, on leave of
abgence from hig Royal Highness the Prince Regent, eannot refrain
from availing ourselves of this opportunity, in declaring, as the fribute
of our heart, in: the most unequivoeal and public manner, the senfiments
we individually and collectively enterfain for your Lordship and the
lasting and deep sense which we cannot but entertain for the manifold
ihstances of your Lovdship’s unwearied zeal and upright exertions for
promoting the public weal.

Under 8ir Alexander Johnston's impulse Ceylon now led th
vangnard of Indian reform. A system of popular education was set o
foot, religions liberty was established. The owners of slaves were le
to agree to their ecomplete emancipation, public employment was largel
opened to the indigenouns population, while Europeans were permitte
to acquire land—a right which was hitherto denied them. In th
matter of Justice, trial by jury was established, and a considerabl
advance was made in the preparation of a code of law in which provi
sion was made for the due pregervation of the VleWb and usages of th
Hindus, Muslims and Buddhists,

“ Tt is now, Hon’'ble Sir, on the verge of 17 years. since your first
arrival in this Colony, and during this long period, we have with real
pleasure and delight both witnessed and experienced, that the
administration of Justice could not be placed in better hands, nor cur
mosh gracious Sovereign select a more abler character than yourself, to
hold the sacred office of Judge. For this mark of His Majesty’s Royal

. 1i was perhaps Sir Alexander Johnston's early training under th

venerable Swartz, which fitted him for the part he had to playi
afterlife as an honourable friend and well-wisher of Christian Mission
in Ceylon. The Wesleyan Misgion and the Church Migsionary Societ
were both greatly indebted to him as many contemporary writings go:

*Note: —3ir Alexander Johngton has himself made a note on this contempory
: enpy of the Original that is was from *‘all the Dntch inhabitants of
Colombo,”’
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favour we now heg bo return our most heartfels thanks and gratitnde and
to return your Lordship also our sincere thanks for the exemplary
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manner in which the imporfant duties of that high office have been .

fulfilled. It is with similar pleasing sensabion of heart, that we have to
dwell 'on the goodness of heart ever evineed by your Lordship, thaf

easiness of aceess to your Lordship on all occasion ; that suavity and

urbanity of manners and that attention and watchfulness fo our interests

and weifare and in short, that sameness in every respect which characte-’

rized your Lordship on first landing on these shores :-—all of which, pre-
eminently gratifying, we beg to assure your Lordship, are strenuously
rivetted on our minds, and have, with truth we may aver, so closely

bound us towards vour Lordship’s person with that high esteem and:

respect, that no time or eircumstances will ever change or eradicate.

Allow us to statae, that, on your Lordship’s deparfure from hence, in .
1809, we then embraced the.opportnnity of entering into detail of your:

Lordship's several Public acts, and of the Public obligation due o your

Lordship in consequence, at present we will forhear adverting to them,"

as facts well known and engraven on the public mind, Buat, there now
remains to us however a most pleasing task for us to perform, in
acknowledging, with the mosgt lively emotions one very essential
benefit which has been conferred thro' your kind intervention on the

Inhabitants of this Island since that period, joined with others ofa:

minor congideration—of these, the Trial by Jury claims our first and
principal attention ; it is a blesging till then nnknown and begtowed on
the Inhabitants of this Island by our most gracious Sovereign, asa
mark of special favour and we want language to convey in adequate
terms the very grateful gentiments of ounr hearts and of our inereased
alTection and loyalty to his gacred person for the same ; our thanks are
likewise due to the generous heart which dictated in the first instance
the necessity of thisinvaluable blessing on ug and it is, with admiration
and exultation of heart, that we profess that we owe it to the

penetration diseernment and wisdom of our much egteemed and:

reverad Chief Justice. To this greai matter of interest contributed by

your Lordship to the General Good and prosperity of the inhabitants’

of this valuable Colony, you are entitled to our best thanks for the

opportune suggestions which fell from you of the proceedings and.
measures adopted in Europe for the amelioration of a portion of our
unfortunate fellow creatures in gervitude, affording us also thereby the
pleasing opportunity, by a voluntary and spontaneous act of our own,.

in entering and sharing into the liberal and human plan relative to
their future destiny and comfort in this life. ’

The zeal and desire you have manifested for the promulgation and

aid of Christianity on this Island i not among the least of your merits,
not the least that demands our acknowledgements; they have been so

accurately and faithfully portrayed in the Publications of the several.

landable Beligious societies in Europe, that any further attempt on our

part on this most interesting subject, we are apprehensive would not be

any wise equivalent of your worth —'We might add to them other
eminent traits of your Publie and Private conduct but a deference of
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i-e_spaSSing on your invaluable time compel us to forego this act of
leagure. We begto assure you, however, that they are duly appreciated
by ug and that they will never be forgotten by us nor our pesterity.

- Having now, Hon’ble Sir, by this public testimony of our true and
:faithful sentiments, performed a duty congenial and grateful to our
-feelings, we beg now to request that you will accept of our mosgt ardent
iwishes for a safe and pleasant voyage to yoursgelf and much respected
Lady and family, of whose szafe arrival we shall be truly happy to
‘learn. We heg moreover to express our unfeigned wish, that the object
of your voyage (the restoration of your very amiable Lady’s health) may

e fully realized and that we may have the felicity and happiness of
‘foon seeing you and your family in that place, where the best part, we
-presume, of your publie and private life has been spent  and in the
:midst of those to whose welfare and prosperity you have so materially
: 'qontributed to, and who subsgcribe themselves to be, with every regpect
nd esteem,

Hon'ble Sir
Your Lordship’s most

humble & faithful Servants
~Colombo

1817, '
(203 Signatures)

.'(S.igned)

(Signed
D. C. Fretz. Geo. Micheal Ne]l,
J. G. Kriekenbeek, H. LaBrooy,
P. VanderStraaten. J+ J. Pereira.
P. A. Loos. ‘ A. deVos.
C. 0. Uhlenbeek. J. A, Jonklaas.
L. VanDort. P. J. L,aBrooy,
8. B, Wounterz, J. G, Andriesz.
J. C. Gerhard. P. A, Bracker.
W. A. Kriekenheek, J. Mack,
J. F. Meier. . Chas, E. Pfeiffer,
J. C. VandenDriegen. S. W, Pfeiffer.

J. F. Giffening. A. N. Martensa.

J. I_. Stork. J. A. Pompeus.
J. Kriekenbeek. 1. Pompeus,

J. DeBreard. J. T. Conderlag.
H. Pfeiffer. W. Taylor..

J, W. Reckerman. J. Wootler.

M. Vanderwall. ¥, Bmith.

H. Schokman. G, Schroter.

G. (. Siegertsz. J. Brohier.

L. VanderStraaten. B. Brohier.

G. Kriekenheek. A. Brohier.

H. VanLangenberg. Thoms: Pieres,






