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TRINCOMALEE SAGA
1709 to 1957

By
DELORANE FERDINAND

~ Last year I was witness to an impressive and touching ceremony,
At 9-53 a.m. on October 15th—as the sun beat down mercilessly from
a clondless sky, before a concourge of two thousand people flanking
the Dockyard Parade ground at Trincomalee, the white ensign of the
British navy was slowly hauled down to the strains of “God Save the

‘Queen,”

Many who stood watching this ceremony must have been assailed
by a twitch of sadness. As ihe symbol of British pewer slid down the
1l lagpost it marked the close of a saga which played no small partin
atterning the island’s history. A chain of fleeting kaleidoscopic
enes floated by, as 1 cast mny mind back on the many events which
“history had time and again written while the British flag flew over the
lue waters and wooded hills of Trincomalee.

» It all bagan with the granting of a royal eharter to a company of

‘merchantmen and seamen by the king of Fngland in the early

eighteenth eentury.. This was to kindle that organigation which came

-to be called the British East India Company. From small pioneer

fforts to establigh itself in India—it grew, as if by magic. from the
mid possessor of 2 few inconsiderable factories on the Coromandel
coast, to Imperial dimensions.

" In the early days of the appearance of the British in the East the

‘extensive sea-board of Hindustan offered a wide ficld for enterprise.
“They were kept fally occupied in congolidating their seftlements at
-Surat, and Madras, Bombay and Bengal. Time for thought and fur-
‘ther acquisition was brief—in the face of opposition raised by the
:Portuguese or the Dutch or the Frerch; and with the flame of active
rogistance kindled by the Indian Princes,
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This phage over—by the latter half of the 18th century, England -
had acquired for herself an extensive eastern trade. It wastimetotdke:
stock now of the position of their rivals—more particularly the Duteh,
whose tentacles had stretched far in eagtern waters and who had a ﬁrm :
hold on the trade of the Orient. To the East India Company the::
advantage their rivals derived from possesging good sea porisand::
harbours to refit their ships and shelter from the monsoon winds that
affected these Kastern geas, was a greater cause of envy., The harbour
of Trincomalee — was Iarge and protected and within easy reach of the
English Company’s interests in South India. Lacking a good anchor-
age for their ships themselves on the East coast of India, Trincomalee
wad much desired.

approaches to Trincomales harbour. Awakening frem a military
policy that had been purely precantionary and defensive, the Dutch
-now made preparations for any sudden attack. They made improve-
ments on the old Fort at Trincomalee, which the Dutch called the fort
-of Pagoda Hill, considerably enlarging the old structure with provision
for five bastlons On the headland further to the east, rendered in
Duteh * Qostenburg '’ {or Bastern Hill) which overlooked the inner
anchorage ~of Trincomalee, they raised a new battary. Along the
ghore-line of the peninsula bordering the outer bay of Kottiar and on
Clapenburg island, they placed in addition field pieces to fortify the
approaches to their forts,

- Despite these precautions however, there was offered very short
régigtance to the invading foreces when they finally arrived. The

fortress on Pagoda Hill was captured after a surprise, but effective,
attack on the 4th of Jdnuary 1782,

When in 1761 a vakil from the court of Kirtisiri, of Kandy, pre
gented himself to the Bnglish Company's President of Fort 8t. Geovge
Madras, saying the king would be pleaged to receive an embassy fro
the British to concert measures for the expulsion of the Duteh fro
Ceylon, John Pybusg was despatched to Kandy, The Hopglish wer
then at peace with the Duich and could not openly violate treat
obhgatxons Conseguentily Pybus was asked to inquire whether, i
view of pohtma] conditiong-—"the English Fast India Company coul
have permission to establigh a settlement in the Bay of Cottlamm.
and a share of the cinnamon trade.

_ Most of the Dutch garrison rushed to Oostenhurg, and {hree days
later Admiral Hughes called on this fort to surrender. Being a wily
army man-—he sent these summons throngh hig Chief K ngmeer Major
Gells, who was able to carry out an excellent reconnaissance of the
fort and the terrain surrounding it.

The Dutch acted as Hughes knew thy would, refusing the offer of
terms of surrender, and the British attacked. With ease they com-
mandec_l the ridge of Qostenburg - but found themselves at a loss to get
their heavy guns across the intervening three hundred yards to the fort.
The following day hawever they succeeded in entering the lower fort
at point of gun-fire —loging only one officer and twenty men.

The Kandyan king was so oveﬂoyed at having the Enghsh as'_
allieg that he presented Pybus with “‘a ring, 2 sword and a gold chain®
and appearved perfectly willing to grant all—and even more than ‘the
English wished for. The British ambassador was however not able
come to any definite settlement whereby he would be Gommiting I
Company to take steps immediately to expel the Duteh from Cey]o
and agsgigt the Kandyan king in these schemes. Nothing was concluded'
therefore by this visit—and Pybus returned to Madras, bis mis

Admiral Hughes decided to make Trincomsalee the base for the
abortive.

regt of the monsoon. A Captain Bonnevaux was left as Commandant
with gpecial instructions to do all in his power to further Britigh
interests with the local inhabitants, The rest of the fleet then tem-
porarily sailed away.

Ag vear Tollowed year however, the presidential - governments-of
India more openly acknowledged that Trincomalee was essential fol
the protection of their possessions, as well ag for the hamiliation of §
only formidable power who then competed with Great Britain for :thé

ve Nevertheless, the hopes which the Madras Government enter-
comimnerce of the Indian Seas.

tained of consgolidating their footing in Ceylon were doomed to under-
go further setbacks, It was apparently ordained that Cey]on should
-dazzle yet another invader. Aund so, to the long record of invasions
__from Portugal, Holland and Great Britain, there was added a curious

turn in the affairs of history, which for u time Ieft the French fAying
over the heights of Trincomalee.

The opportunity for executing this long desired plan present
itgelf when war broke out between Great DBritain apnd Holland oy
American Independence. The ambitien to sgecure that key-pqoin
Trincomalee, was stripped of its veneer of gecrecy. A fleet under t
command of Admiral Edward Hughes and a landing force with Siy
Hector Munroe at its head was despatched to “‘attack the storm-centr
of European rivalry in the Hagt.” The fleet reached Trincomalee .
the 2nd of January, 1782, ’

_ " At the time Trincomalee was being captured by the British forces
‘the French were operating against the English Bast India Company,
on the Coromandel coast., Admiral Suffren, an energetic and bold
giilor, when he learnt of the departure of the Britigh fleet from ‘Frin-
‘comnalee, vesolved to take the opportunity to outmanoceuvre .his
opponent.

‘While thege ambitions, which brought Oeylon w1th1n the purvi
-of Britain’s colonial problems as enacted by the English East/Indl;_
Company were materialising, the Dutch were not slow in fortifying the
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It took him some little time to collect his ships t_ogether and to,
get sail. Arriving at Trincomalee, Suffren landed his men on the,
ghore of the outer bay, and immediately raised }?atterles_ which com-
menced playing on the forts, The British garrison offez"ed 4 futlle_
registance, for though both forts had been We%_l provided Wltl? gung _a.nd_:
ammunition and six month’s rations, it is said that the admlmst.ratlon.
was 80 bad that the powder was found in one fort and the shot in the;
other. Captain Bonnevaux soon surrendered, on _bel_ng oﬁfered the.
honours of war and repatriation to Madras. Thus w1_t_}_nn a little over
gix months of-the capture of Trincomalee by the British, the French
had rendered themselves masters of the place, .

.. When day broke, it disclosed a battered and crushed collection of
. French ships at anchor, in the waters sheltered by the green wooded
“hills and islands, As for the English ships—looking gseaward, they
" were now mere specks in the distant horizon. Admiral Hughes thin-
king better of following up his success of the previous night by facing
- the guns of the fortress had set sail for Madrag to repair the little
damage he had sustained to his feet.

. Trincomalee remained a French possession for nearly a year. It
reverted to the Dutch once again in a curiousiy round-about fashion,
.onee in Burope peace was declared between the warring powers. At
' the treaty of Versailles (1783) Trincomales was ceded by France to
Three days after the capitulation, on the afterncon of _September ' Great Britain and then by Britain to Holland.
2nd., while Suffren was giving dinner to his English cfficer-prisoners, -
JFughes’ fleet was sighted. The latter was completely taken by sur-
prise at seeing the French colours fiying from the b_attlements of the
forts, and he would have attacked the French fleels in the harbour-—

had the wind been favourable.

-~ This inglorious peace was however shattered before a decade and
“two years had gone by, when Holland was overrun and revolutioniged
by the armies of the new French Republie, and found hergelf helplegsly
involved in a great war whick swept across Europe and agitated every
' . Western power, in 1795,
The following afternoon Suffren went out to meet the Engl%sh

fleet—in opposition to the advice of his Su-b-Adml‘rals a'_nfl qutamg
who pressed the advantuge afforded by }}oldmg their position in t_he
land-locked harbour, The French admiral wag coqﬁdent that _w:th-
his fifteen ships a8 against the twelve English ships—he was in a
gtronger position. .

Quiclkened to action by this opportunity, the Governor of Fort St,
George in Madras, made preparations for a more effective and certain
mezns of absorbing Ceylon, and more particularly the harbour of
~Trincomalee, into the Hastern dominions of the British Orown.

The orders from the Prince Stadtholder to the Duteh Govern-

: : ment in Ceylon were i~
Many episodes of striking gallantry are packed away in the :for« e

gotten pages of historv which recall this sea~ﬁgh‘t off the cliffs of.
Trincomalee. The difference in the rate of sal‘lmg _of gome of . t.h_e
French ships compelled Suffren to lie to, and awa}t that. portion of his
squadron which was lagging. Eventually .he gc_»t 1mpqt1ent and went E
into attack in disorder, his ships not organised in thelr- proper battle
positiong. The English Admiral Hughes, meanwhile favoured by a
4 turn in the breeze which afforded him an advantage, manoenvred i':he :
British squadron, and keeping to sea opened fire on the enemy ships

in the van, : e

Toa late now did the French Admiral fsignal insigtant ordeljs_to hig
ghips in the rear to come into line and to h_1§ succo?'r. The story is to'ld_x .
that the carnage on Suffren’s flag-ship the “Heros " wag unhea.rd_ of in
any sea fight, in any age hitherto, ‘It wig goon 1'educe:(:i_ to a wreck
and Suffren was obliged to remove his flag to another ship.

**'We have deemed it necesdary to require youto admit into
Trincomalee and elsewhere in the Colony............ troops of H. M,
the King of Great Britain...... and you are to consider them as
troops and ships helonging to a power that ig friendship and
alliance with Their Mightinesses and who come to prevent the

" colony from being invaded by the French.

{Sgd.) W. Pr. V. Orange.”

-Thig order was so strange and indefinite that the Dutch in Ceylon
-did not know what to do. Fveniually Major Fornbauer, Commandant
‘of Trincomalee was ordered to take in three hundred British troops to
:be stationed in Fort Oostenburg. Tornbauer gueried the order on
-varioug grounds-—in no means ignorant of the desire of the British for
“the harbour of Trincomalee. After some interctange of correspondence
he Duteh Governor of Ceylon decided to break off all relations with
-the British, and to defend their forts and fortifications in Ceylon, to
‘thelast, - A letter containing this decison was sent on Angust 15th to
;the Officer Commanding the British forces in Ceylon.

ey to
When eventually the lag of the French sguadron .dld manage 't

approach the scene of the engagement, and mingled with the ‘crlppled :

vessels, which were left of the vanguard—darkness was closing in, to

bring about a cessation of combat. Bat while this argument was in progross. a British forcs had

already landed in Trincomalee. The Madras Government had on  this
-occasion  released a formidable detachment to attack Trineomalee.
There were twelve Btaff Officers including the Officer Commanding,
‘Qolonel James Stuart of the 72nd Regiment of Foot, and the -maval

The French still held the forts of Trincomale‘e apd_ its ]?arbour,g _t_o ;
take ghelter in. - Crippled and in disorder, crowding into this haven:in
the dark they lost yet another ship—one of their largest and. hes
fitted fighting ships, which struck a rock and foundered, .
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forces were commanded by Admiral Peter Rainier. The armament
arrived on August, st 1795, and Colonel Stuart landed his expedi-
tionary forces on August 3rd at sunrise, at a distance of about two
miles from the fortress. : S

There wag a natural time la;g before the actual ﬁ'ghting comm_én—_;
¢ed in reconnaissing and preparations for attack and siege-—and besides
neither side guite knew whether they were at war or not. .

On August 18th the British “‘broke ground.” Annals tell that

“climate and the nature of the terrain covered occasioned much fatigue
and loss.” During the siege, the Malays serving under the Dutch
provided an incident full of resourcefulness and courage. Armed:

ohly with “krigs” knives, 2 band of about 25 of them came out of the

£art at 4 aom. and stole unnoticed into the trenches of one of the
British batteries, They spiked four of the guns before the alarm . was

given, Then killing several of the Artiilerymen, the Malays managed

to get away. mixing with the gun lascars, whoge dress was gimilar to
theirs, and loging only five men in their daring exploit. S

Misfortune also befell one of the fighting ships oﬁ ihe British fleet
—the “Diomede.” Parting her cable in a strong wind, she struck a

hidden rock in Trincomalee harbour and went down so suddenly tb_a__t :
her crew were only saved with great difficulty, But despite these ‘re- -
verges, when the invading forces were on the point of storming the’
fortress, the Duteh Commander surrendered, when some of hig own
troops refused to stand by him and fight to defend the breach made in”:
the fort by the British fire. A few defeatist Dutch goldiers rushed up -

to the point of the hill and hauled down their own flag.

The British marched in by the South Gate of the fort, while what

remained of the Dutch garrison went out by the breach made in their
north-wall, to lay down their arms on the esplanade near the fort

Thus did Trincomalee pass into the hands of the British on the

26th day of August, 1795,

Now in possession of this strategic base which wilsg} men foretold
would hold India, and keep all Asia in awe—the DBritish government:

seb about strengthening and establishing their position. The firsi're:

quirement was accomodation for tie troops. The Duch barracks were
in poor repair and badly situated. It is recorded that gaid to bein 1799+

e

“ temporary barracks were erected’ for the comfort of the men.

this time the garrison of the two forts consisted of the 30th Footfi_

Regiment, one Company Madras Artillery, 260 Glr‘un Lascars and on
battalion of Seapoys. Officers were billeted in the ' lower town - bu

in 1801 permanent quarters were built within the fort for the personnel’;

of higher rank. .

In these first years of Britigh rule the conditions in which the:

troope lived ‘and worked were far from comfortable and happy. W

read how one of the British Commandants Colonel Champagne, “'to.
reduae the high mortality among the troops which rendered the name.
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:of Trincomalee go dreadful to the ears of military men "— ordered the
-_clearing of the jungle and the cutting down of * many coconut trees
‘between the fort and the harbour” as a useful health measure.
Tropical diseases contributed to many deaths among the Buropeans in
/Trincomalee and pestilence also broke out among the ecattle, to cause
much anxiety. A widespread smallpox epidemie eventually induoeced

‘the Hounourable Frederic North, the first Governor of Ceylon, to

establish a hospital at Trincomalee. Vaceination was at that time an
untried medieal precaution —and it is therefrore interesting to hear

;that it was at Trincomalee on the 11th of August, 1802, that a patient
-was innoculated for the first time in Ceylon, with a thread steeped in

vaceine sent from Bombay,

Amongst the first * British Settlers ™ in Trincomalee, history

‘récords the name of Wellesloy-—later made Duke of Wellington, who
“came to this corner of the world in December 1800 —collecting a force

......... “for the completion of British conquests in the Hast.” Colone]
‘Wellesley spent Christmasin a lodge later named after him and situated

;__i'nside the fort. He had eguipped himself with ‘ six cases of claret,

six of madeira and 8ix of Port” with which to celebrate the season and
entartain his fellow officers. Records leave us to imagine the revelry

and hilarity that * Wellesley Lodge™ witnessed that Christmas! The
“problem of victualling his men geems to have occupied the rest of thetime
;of this digtinguished visitor—as we algo read of this vigit that ** Colonel

Wellesley spent his time collecting for his force— vinegar, tea, sugar,
ram and staff officers I™'.

In the year 1803 the fort, perched like a watch tower on the hill -
and commanding the outer bay of Trincomalee, which sgite the

. Portugnese had first chosen and the Duteh retained, was named Fort

Frederick, by which it is still referred to, to this day. This name was
given in honour of Frederick, Duke of York who wag Commander.in-

Chief of the British army at the time. :

The hard conditions under which British troops and personnel

lived in Trincomalee continued for some years. A picture of life in
-this outpogt has been preserved for us in the words of a Bombardier of
"the Royal Army who in 1803 was stationed here. He writes of Trn-
‘comalee as the worst military station in the whole.igland—" the climate
"and the great fatigue, but more especially the food " which he savs
“had begun to tell en me and othersin a fearful manner.” The
mortality would appear to have been s0 great, that he says: " we were
.often obliged to get assistance from the 19th Regiment of Foot in the
- melancholy office of hurying the dead.”

These impregsion he published in a book in 1830 when he was =

:back in England, It is entitled : " The Life of Alexander Alexander.”
He found the food in the barrack mess so badly cooked that he decided
-to take a native wife ' or rather nurse’ to cock for him and get him
~better food from the Pettah. The Commandant, according to a
“proceeding which wag the practice in thoge days, seems to have granted

Alexander permission to build 4 hut for his family in the fort,
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i

Alexandercontinuing in his inimitable strain recalls that: — strange
to tell, the longer the Furopean troops remained in this. \Yretched
place, which I may call the gates of death and hell, the more 1mmnrgl__
and depraved they became...... There was continual ﬂoggmg....-..’l-‘h.e
officers appears to take pleasure in it...... " Alexander’s unhappy
existence appears to have been short lived—as in Octobex_- 1.81() h(_a was
able to return to England-—but his book has given us a vivid settingof
life in Trincomalee in the early days of British rule. e

Although Trineomalee harbour provided shelter forlships of many"
nations for nearly 2000 years, it remaired as it was degeribed ‘by Samuel
Pepys ‘' in truth 2 mighty fine anchorage but lacking stores and water
—and vife with disease.” With the construction in 1815 of a sm'a,ll
dockyard started by Captain Puget, of the Royal Navy, the coplplexmp
of the place changed. 'The fort soon came to be so strongly fortified that
Princomales was considered to be a base from where the navy couid
ensure froedom for the movement of its shipping, :

A curious story which hag come to light by tracing history shrough
tombstones and monuments—sheds light on the wild and wooded na.hye
of Trinconales in the latter half of the 195h century.

Tn the burial ground situated opposite the big Maié.lan_lor es:pla:nad(a_
in the town, there stands a tombstone Learing the following inseripbion
“Qaered to the memory of Gunner M. H. Scotl, 1‘2611 Battery
7th Brigade, Royal Artillery, who was lost in J@he jungle, -
Fort Osbenburgh, August 1st 1877, His remains were
. found December 30th 1878. Aged 21 years 8 months.

This stone is erected by his comrades.

A fow obscure paragraphs which appeared in_ the Ceylon Observ_ei':
of August 106h and 11h 1877-—shed further ovidence on this str.@:n.:ge

mural inseripticn.

The hill which the Dutch aptly named ** Oostenburg” was
apparently still thick wnopened jungle—with a few paths marked .out
by persons who went in to colleet firewood or hunt the smaller game
which was found in plenty. The story runs, that one Wednesdgy
morning, thres soldiers stationed in the Fovt, went mor@zey shoc@lng
towards Nieholson's Cove which is about two or three _mﬂes from lt_he_
town. Only two of the men who set out returned o harracks ab the
end of the day-—the other was not o be found! The Oomma,nda,_nt_ ‘o_f
the troops when informed of this ecase was naturally most conc‘er;}ed_
and sent men to comb and explore the jungle for a few days—withno
suececoss. A dog, belonging bo the missing soldier raturned to town $hree
days after the man was lost. o

Various were the surmises as to the soldier's fate. Desertion was
ruled out as unlikely—for the man had left atl his money and -persor__sal
belongings in the barracks. Was it suicide then—or murder ? Gunn:e?
Scott was deseribed as ‘' being of rather hasty temper.” Could he th'er_l
have bsen pub oul of the way by an enemy, under cover of the th'}ck
forest.?

“ Tt is possible,” the press account goes on to say,  that he may
have fallen from the rocks into the sea—but though the coast has been

:ﬁarched no body has been found. A shark however may have prevented
at.”

None of these conjecturss proved correcht, CGunner Scott was
- simply lost in a limited area of jungle.” We can picture ‘the
unfortunate man--wandering about, the heat of the sun making him
dizzy and more bewildersd, and a thirst maddening him to despaiy... ....

o+ But what is most strange in reasoning out this version, is that,
-aceepting the fact that the hill of Ostenburg was unopened jungle—
the man conld not go far in any direction without coming to the sea or
to the town lying so close beneath the hill. What is even stranger-it
took one year and five months to find the remains of Gunner Seott, of
~the Royal Artillery!

~ Trincomalee remained the headquarters of the Bast Indies Squad-
ron, until about 1905 when Admiral ¥isher, then the Commander-in-
Chief of the fleet dismuntled itz defences and closed its dockyard.
Cannon were stripped from its batteries, the recesses of gun emplace-
ments were invaded by armies of bats and vermin, and the basalt cliffs
on which the baiteries stood combed of their soldiery. The barrack
rooms left empty and forlorn crumbled to ruin.. The small detach-
“ment of military that remained behind were finally withdrawn in 1916
‘and the flag of the Kast Indies Fleet removed to Bombay.

o Thus Trincomalee glumbered until 1923, when with a change of
policy of the government in England the dockyard was reopened and
was to resound to the bustle and stir of big business, while work com-
menced on other permanent defeneces. The Fast Indies Squadron
made Trincomalee its base once again— annually visiting its picturesque
anchorage with their fleets. Old Admiralty House, empty for go long,
was occupied, the town awoke to light and life- and Trincomalee
estumed ite place as a vital link in tbe naval chain of the Tmpire.

When the jungles were pushed back the popnlation in the area
rew, buildings and shopping centres emerged, with roads and railways
o link Trincomalce with other parts of the country.

The years went by—and methods of warfare changed, The old
orts with their ramparts and their bastions were left alone to remain
mere historie land-marks of an age past. Serub jungle again grew nup
n-the old fort on ' Pagoda Hill "—deer wandered in to graze and
ecupy ite barrack rooms.. The fortress 'at Qostenburg which the
Duntch had buil so solidly, erumbled in as the roots of giant trees
roke np itg foundations,

But to the British, Trincomalee Harbour still remained—"the
most valuable colonial possesgsion on the globe,” as giving the far flung
nits of its Mastern Empire a gense of security. The flagship of the
astern Fleet linked its harbour with other East Indian stations.
And thongh Trineomalee, which by accident of position was denied
hat gervice to comineree which if it had been on tne west coast of
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"Even so they still had plenty of aircraft left aboard their Carriers.
~With these, four days later they launched an attack against Trinco-
malee harbour.and China Bay aerodrome,

Ceylon wonld have been incaleulable, it continued to hold the vital
place wise men of an earlier age had cast for her.

As the years progressed and humanity marched on, new changes
of a restlegs 20th Century crept in and through ‘two- w'orld‘:war‘s Trin.:
comalee remained the pivot of the British ¥mpire, while “'behind t!le:
dhield of Britigh sea-power, the colony of Ceylon, free from the dis.
tractions of war, was able to develop.” Cd

At the end of the first World war the Naval base was further
strenghéned and provided with an air—ﬁelq. Dry-docks _and' _Work--
shops with every modern engineering appliance were built, w:re]gss_
gtations were get up and oil installations er_ected gt great (Eost,;whlle-
anti-aireraft defences and ‘‘Radar” occupied Trmcomalee' 8 hllltops.
The peaceful coves and bays around them became the hgmmg groun‘d
of large amphibious airships. Trinﬁﬂnml@e was thqs entlrely_ fitted to
become in the second World War a spring—poard” ?01‘ twhe a’l’hed. naval
fOrees.ceieenieans “ which was to win the war in the Far Fast.

v On the morning of April 9th—a few minutes after 7 o’clock the
- Japanese Zeros planes were sighted, again by a Catalina out on patrol.
- Abont half an hour later six enemy aircraft appeared over Trincomalee,
-The gmall formation of Hurricanes which went to meet the attackers
-out at sead, were too small a force to hold the Japanese off. The enemy
-¢ame on, streaking in and out of the clound in a grim hide-and-seek, the
“black silhouettes of dive bombers gweeping steeply down as they
-sought out their targets. '

.+ The harbour _whs devoid of war ships that morning save for the
~old monitor “ Erebus.” This the Japanes mistook for a battleship and
‘rained down bombs on it, It listed, badly damaged,

A large party of Ceyloness workmen engaged on an Admiralty
site near the dry-dock and shipping yard — came to & swifi and sudden
“end on that fearful morning. - A mountain of debris, sand and stone
Tained down to bury them underneath, when a Japanese bomb crashed
‘with a deafening roar, nearby. Sentries today dread to facethe lonely
-night watch at this haunted and eerie spot.

In those tenge days when hugh... hugh... military strategy
wrapped the place, large fleets of ships anc_hored in the shelter of -1hs_.
tranqguil waters. -On one occasion the giant luxury liner * Queen:
FHlizabeth”, converted into a troop ship, vigited here, : :

But in this holocaust this beauby spot was not to left uns_ca.izhe
For as the first streaks of dawn ushered in April 9th, 1942, 'tl‘le sirens
gsereeched. The banghee wail was followed l3y bhe whir of British figh-
teor planes taking off to intercept the enemy Zeros_, * flying in waves q_f;
formation and converging on Trincomalee. Anti-aircaft guns and other
defence sprang to action......... Today we know. that as in Colombo, the
Japanese raid on Trincomales was not a surprise.

Ceylon was drawn infio the orbit of war a year back...... when AIli'gd_
Intellignce was informed that a formidable Japanese naval force hlsldd_:
passed through the Straits of Malacea and into the Indian Ocean aboit
the end of March 1942. A Royal Candian Flying-boat Sguadron wag
detailed to make regular reconaissance to cover the Kastern .appro-
aches to Cevlon, At each dawn and sunset, from their base in K_ogga]_a
in the south-east of the Island, the Catalina Flying-boats used to take
off on their anti-invasion patrols. :

On the afternoon of April 4th Squadron Leader Birchall had set
out on his coastal command operations when shortly after 4 o’clock,f:'a'
hasty wireless megsape was received from him — giving particulars of 3
considerable enemy force including  five aircraft carriers, sightg‘(_i_
gome 350 miles to the south of Cevlon. 3

-+ Over at China Bay the raiding planes swept low over the aerod-
:rome.to wreek appreciable destruction. No. 261 Hurricane Squadron
found inadequate to meet the attack, a few Fleet Air Arm Fulmars
-were pressed into service, to strengthen the depleted air defenece,
Almost two years-after, one of the Fulmars missing in the raid was
found in the jungle south of Koddiar Bay — the bones of its two gallant
“ocenpants still in the cockpits.

.- One Japanese airman gave an instance of his countrymen’s famed.
suicide tactics in thig raid. With studied care he dived iis aireraft into
‘a large oil storage tank in China Bay — getting ablaze his own funeral
.byre, which was to burn in spectacular faghion for daysg, the sky red
‘with the flames that engnlfed it and the deathly pall of smoke drifting
.across the harbour and over the town.

When slowly the battle of the air drifted out. over to the gea, it

._léf_t a town shaken — its beauty marred by the scarg of war, while even
the salt breezes wafted the scent of death :

But the destruction was not complete. The Japanese returning
from the attack to their Aircraft Carriers out at sea spotted the
‘British Aircraft Carrier “ Hermes” and her escort the destroyer
*“Vampire.” They had left their berthy in Trincomalee harbour only
that previous afternoon, at sunset, The Japs dive bombed the helpless
ships...... and repeated their efficient performance of three hours
before. It should be recorded here that the * Hermes " had no air-
eraft aboard, having flown them off ag reinforcements to the R. A. F.
Station at China Bay. The “ Hermes” and the “ Vampire " went to
the bottom with Ceylon's East coast visible on the horizon, agthey sank,

Throughout the hours of darkness that followed, air signals 'of th_e
enemy’s approach were received—and on Easter Sunday, April hth
1242, Colomho experienced her firgt air-raid. o

Operations Staff however were able to report after the raid t_ljéit
the enemy seemed badly disorganised by the defences put m;‘
Colombo, The Japanese hadlost 30 aircraft and a further 25 damaged
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Ten years later while on passage {rom Trincomalee to Colombo,
H. M. 8. “ Flamingo "' stopped in mid-ocean, to fire three volleys and’

drop & wreath in memory of the men who lost their lives by the
sinking of these ships.

To those very few who remain to remember and recall the tense
days of war -- Trincomalee was alghost town, bereft of its eivil popula-
tion, & strategic outpost of a country at war. ' But even today, fifteen
years after the air-raid on the 9th of April — there still remain grim
evidences of that sad and fearful morning :— the blackened, empty shell
of metal, once the ship * Erebus ”, drawn up beside the shore near the
dockyard workshop and used now as a landing pier ; the gaunt white

crosses of those who lost their lives in this visitation in force of the :
enemy, found scattered in the towns graveyards and cemetery's; the

concrete foundations and gun emplacements of numerous ack-apk
posts half hidden in the serub and jungle of the hills and promontories
round the harbour......

In August 1945, there came an end to all thiz and happy days:
were ugshered in with the holding of a Thanksgiving Service and the-

celebration of a spectacular Inter Services Parade, C
The war over — Trincomalee crept back to normality ; ity eivil

population re-emerged to grow hbegides the Admiralty Base and the -

Dockyard. But comparable eoncentrations of ships were never again

to be seen in this large and picturesque anchorage except onece a year,
on the occagsion of the annual exercises in which the Royal Navy:
invited the ships of Ceylon and other Commonwealth countries. to.
For the few weeks of J. E.T.~—ag this naval event is-
called — the quietness of Trincomales ig disturbed when swarms of:
white clad figures burst from the holds of the ships, daily to engulf
the shopping centres and enjoy what social amenities the town boasts :
of, and elnb and Wardroom Mess get rejuvenesced, to liven up with;
During the day the inner harbour -
is active and colourful at thig season; while at night the dark blue'.
bowl twinkles with the innnmerable lights of the ships berthed, and’

participate.

much entertainment and festivity.

the town takes on the atmosphere of carnival,

In 1948, though Ceylon gained her independence, the Britigh bage
at Trincomalee wag retained by mutual consent of both countries,
Then last year negotiations were begun to terminate the rights of the"

British government to retain gea and air forces in Ceylon.

Thus on the morning of October 15th, 1957 — we gaw the Britigh :
flag lowered for the last time, and the ensign of the Royal Ceylon Navy'

with the colourful flag of free Ceylon at its top left-hand corner, slowly
hoisted to take its place.

We were witnesses to the ushering of a new era.

strategy have undergone revolutionary change.

gubpast seem to have heen accomplished

From whatever’,
angle the oceasion is viewed the signifieance of this event cannot but bs"
forcibly felt, Tor within the last decade concepts of naval and military:
In this shifting backs"
ground the days of Urincomalee as & great naval stabion and strategic’
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The future will rest on the correcs assessment of Trincomales whlch
Wwe make today. Many ars the prospects which prediet, on these lines
: of thinking, a new phase in the life of Trincomalse. A commersial port ——

a free port..,... & special place in relation to the economic needs of fhe
- eountry ?

These auguries for the port of Trmcoma.lee are dlsfsmctly favourable
--—but they have yet to be formulated, and that seon. For this enclave
-of relative affiuence in a jungle desolatlon which for years past hasz been
. subsisted by the British Admiralty, when left open to the rolling jungle
" tide..,...can %o easily slip back to the isclation and barrenness so
- characteristic of other parts of the Bastern Province.

The objects of the Union shall be :

T . + .

To prepare and publish a memomal fnsmfry of iﬁe
 Dutch in Ceylon, descriptive of their social life amd
“customs, their methods of administration, and the

mﬂuence of ~these upon ewisting msi:tutwns m z‘ﬁe
Island.
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HOLLAND IS A LITTLE BIT OF LANKA
_ By '
8. J. K. CROWTHER:

{ Reproduced froin the Times of Ceylon
by courlesy of the Bditor.)

To vary a memorable phrase of our Govetrnor-General in another:.

context, Holland is a liftle bit of 0ld Lanka.

I flrsb saw it coming as far away as Cologne when T called at the’
Dutch. Consul-General’s office for & visa. The plump young lady who

attended to me might have stepped out of any bungalow in Havelock

Town or Barabalapitiya. I dared nob ask her name, but if she told me
that, it was de Kretser, I would not have for a moment doubted her.

Hovering behind the counter was a tall, slim young man who was
clearly a member of the BRC, by the name of Toussaint or Anthonisz.

Then a door opened and there cams oub a portly, dignified Dubch-
man. He had little pouches under his eyes and he was rotund round his

lower waistcoat. I have never enjoyed the privilege of a visit to the

DBU, but I imagine that it is the rendszvous of such men of dignity and

wortlh, ag I have described. I made up my mind at once that he was a’
Van der Straaten, not Norman of that ilk, my old friend and colieague,

but Willie Van der Straaten, a well-known personality in the twenties.

Dutch surnames

They boast in Jaffna that they speak the purest Tamil, as compared _'
with South India. Similarly, we might claim that Dutch surnames in-
their purest forms are preserved in Ceylon. Of those, who have suffered

no change we encountered countless examples.

A representative of the good old Lioos family hag hisname on a board
in Amsterdam, Another is Jomg, My old friend in Bandarawels, the

blus-eyed Mr. Meyer, has his family tree flourishing in one of the irpor-
tant streets of the Dutch capifal. Bub the name of his neighbour on our
Uva hill, has been altered in Holland into Van Coilamborg.

Not so the name of the redoubtable Sir Hector’s partner in l'a,w-.&‘ ;
Witt, Other Ceylon names which leph at us as we roamed the streets of .

Amsterdam were: Jansen, Paulsz, Van Royen. Keywzer and Hamer
The great Arndt family, immemorably connected with St. Thomas’
College, has in Holland begotten a suffix and has become Arendésen.

From what we see of the relics of the Hollanders” regime in old
Ceylon we know that they were Indefabigable makers of dykes and.
cansls. Amsterdam itgelf is g city of canals. But i iz when one gebs -
out of the eity and into the surrounding country that one sees how this’
penchant for canale got out of hand and has now to be kept within

practicable bounds.
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In the old days, there was a rousing musiecal comedy number sbout

._aoinebody gitbing beside the Zuyder Zee. That can no longer be done
" now because although there is a Zuyder there is no Zee. It has been
“dammed and the enclosed area some thousands of acres, is in process of

‘reclamation.’ He;ﬁe along the road o Delft a miracle of horticulturs
may be geen. . On the rich black soil on either side of the road, mile after

.:mil'e, are ﬂOWe‘l’: g;zifd'ens, bright with blooms of every size and shape and
~'hue, roses, daffodils, crocuses, tulips.  Aalsmeer is an amazing spestacle,

Auction room

G In the eeﬁtrg, of this enchanting spot stands the flower market. Tt
18 d]ﬂ‘lcult to decide what to admire more — the beauty of the fowers
collected here or the varieby of their fragrance. All the horticulturists

-of the area bring in lorries the produce of their gardens. which are then

sorted out in a great central hall. Frdm there they are taken in trolleys

~tothe auction hall

It resembles our Parliament TIall in Colombo, the éea.ts {or the

-.b}lyers rising in circular tiers, one above the other.. An electric push
. buttm:l is ﬁ?ced_to each seat which iy numbered. Facing the buyers is a
Jarge illuminated dise over which an arrow travels showing the -price
. offered by the buyer, whose number ig indicated by a light on the board

ag he pushes the button.

. 'I.‘he anigue fea,f,urg of this auction room is that there is none of the
shouting and the bidding associated with sales by auetion. Complete

Esilence_p!:eva.ils.‘ The auctioneer’s assistant holds up a bundle of Aowers .
for. t‘he inspection of the seated buyers, who register their bids by
‘pushing a butbon, . S — :

Reluetantly leaving this orgy of Howers. we continued. the

‘Journey. At times the road ran beside a canal, at times it bordered a

ﬁe!d wh_ere black«a-n@-white cows, with enormous udders, browsed.
Wind-mills waved their armg in characteristic style. Bridges crosged

the canals. At one place the -bus had to stop while they raised the

vidge by means of chains to allow a barge to pass under.. Then we
an into a picturesque Duteh village, Rupwetering, and stopped at an
inn.  And who should serve us with coffee but a lady by the name of

de Vog?

With an offering of flowers from this representative of a well

known Ceylon family, we passed on to Delft, another name which the
‘Duteh  bequeathed to an island in North Ceylon. And ihere we

recoghised a relie of the Duteh occupation left neglected in many. a

_ dusty'cupboard in Ceylon. Insome of our old houses one comes across
+odd pieces of blue crockery, cracked, chipped and disearded. Itisin

‘Delft_that 'the real worth of this junk is recognised, Nowhere else in
~the world is this hand-painted blue pottery preduced, An American
- lady, who bonght some of it, sighed and said that in-her home, in the

L]
. te W (8] Bpe imens Of thlS ‘ia]uable Chll]a ag
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Lion Flag

It wasg at Delft again that, like the intrepid Tenging who planted
his country’s flag on the top of the Himalayas, I caused the Lion Flag
to be hoisted on a restaurant table. We had gone into this restaurant
for lunch and while we were at table the proprietor came with a
miniature Union Jack to place before usas a compliment to our nation-
kood. We thanked him for the compliment which, however, we
pointed out slightly erred. He apologised and retired. A few minntes
later, ke emerged triumpha,ntly bearing in his hand the Sri Lauka
standard, the Lion Rampant.  On our departure he faithfully promised
to copy it into a huge tome — one of four —in which he painted the-
national colonrs of the foreign guests who ate at his table.

An Octogenarian.

Once agam 1 it dreaming in the twilight, as in the days gone by,
but no longer in that lovely garden whwh is now in alien hands.

Ten years have passed since 1 wrote “The story of my life,” for
my children, with no thought of publication—but the late editor of the
D.B.U. Journal, Mr. J. BR. Toungsaint chanced to see the manuscript and
persudded me to let him put it into his journal. Now I am an octoge-
narian and past my 83th birthday.” Ten years have passed, chequered
by shadows as well as sunshine.  We forgel the sunny days so soon,
while the shadows are not easily forgoiten. Looking back, what were
‘the shadows of that decade ? They were made up of loss, mistortune,
disappointment and digilinsion. T have lost many valued friends,
during that time, who have gone to that far country from whence no
traveller-returng. Two in the prime of life, some of them were my
contemporaries, others much younger than mysgelf, During the year
just ended 1 have lost a dear sister and a brother— .

From Delft we went to The Hague, the ‘administrative capital.
It is a beautiful old world city laid out with the methodical precision
for which the Duich are famous. The citizen who does business with
the Government has not, a8 in other countries, to -career all over the
place in search of the various departmental dovecotes. At The Hague
they &tand cheek by jowl, each in its ornate seventeenth century
setting. Even the Queen has her palace there so that the loyal subject
who seeks her presence has not to go far. Because the lapnd in great
parts of Holland is below sea level, houses have to be Luilt on piles, 60

to 70 feet deep. The Queen’s Palace is built on 30,630 piles. “ Ah, Christ, that it were possible

PFor one short hour to see
‘The gouls we loved that they might tell us
‘What and where they he.”

Showpiece

..The:most outstanding showpiece of The Hague is the Palace of
ifted by Andrew Carnegie. This monument to the elnsive
World Peace is no longer used for international parleys. Here
1eld the international court of justice, when nation goes to law
pation. Some famouns disputes have been heard here. One
: | come up for hearing soon is the dispute between India and
) Portugal over Goa. .

Misfortune has- befallen some of the members of my family,
‘which, thank God. they have borne with fortitude and courage. Dis-
‘appointment-and disillusion have come through one whom we loved
and truasted, Duplicity and treachery are ngly thingg which are best
forgotten.

A 1ama1kable feature of this session of the international court of
]us ¢e 18 that both India and Portugal will be represented by learned
Britjgh-eounsel, a spontaneons tribute to British prowess in the ﬁeld of
jurlsprudence.

It was with a sad heart and many misgivings I left the home I
Joved to begin a new life in 4 new home. Now I realize how foolish
I was to forget that God over-rules all things for our ultimate good.
“The peaceful home that was given me by my younger gon is a happy
:one. The three other inmates of the house are away from it nearly all
day. Itis very quiet and some times it is lonely, when my radicisa
-great comfort fo me, During the midst of the year I have spent here 1
‘have been troubled with minor ailments, also with failing eyesight,
which has prevented me from reading, writing. kunitting, sewing and
miost of all hag prevented me from worshipping in the church close by,
Now with improving health, thank God, I can write again, especially
to my two sons far away. It was so nnsa.tlsfactory to get others to
rite for me and read their Jetters to me. My reading is perforce con-
fined to the headlines in the loeal papers. Some kind friends come to
‘tead to me about twice a week, These are the highlighis in my
“days,

The dlijjécts- of the Union shall be :
" To promote the ‘moral, intellectual, and social -well-
bemg of the Dutch descendam‘s in Ceylon. ‘

] 1 [ € T Ll
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Now I must begin to count my blessings, The greatest bLlessing
one can have is health, Who was it who said “Give me health and a
day and T will make the pomp of emperors ridiculous.” Yet when we
are blessed with health we hold it so lightly, but when we lose it the
whole world is changed for us, Next comes the shelter of a good
home and a room large enough to accomodate my cherished posses-
giond; a good gervant is another blesging I am thankful for. And what
abont the common things of life? The varied scenery of the sky with
rogy-tipped clouds now reflecting the after glow of the sunset, the wide
horizon of the gea in its many moods, flowers, one of the loveljeat
things that God has given us, stately trees, bird songs, breath for our
nostrils and grass for our feet, eves to see, ears to hear and hearis to
apprehend all the beauty around us. How easily we forget how much
we have to be thankful for. Let us pray God to give ug thankful hearts
as well, ' ' o

We often hear the words " T couldn’t care less” used by many
people words which speak of apathetic indifference to many ‘things
they ought to care aboui. These flippant words express a condition of
the mind which is all too common. We hear people say ** Life is riot
worth living’’ forgetful of the fact that life isa gift of our Creator
“The gift of God is eternal life”, vet people talk glibly abent it. Lifé'is
a regpongibility, and we dare not fling it away. * We do not know how
many days or months or years lie ahead of ug. Let ug then make the
most of this wonderful gift. .

As T it dreaming, darkness is closing in aronnd me. It is time to
g0 in to the house and awaken to reality.

LW,

The objects of the Union shall be-

(¢) To gather by degrees a library for the use .of .4}
Union composed of all obiainable books and paper
relating to the Dutch occupation  of Ceylon and
standard ‘works in Dutch literature, -
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'GENEALOGY OF THE FAMILY OF HEYN

. OF CEYLON

(ﬂompil_ed by Mr. D. ¥, Alleﬁadorﬁi)-
I.

Hendrik Heyn of Groningen married in. the D

: atch Ref
ght}]rch, Wolvendaal, Sth February 1772, Anna Maria Lo:fi;z: e}g;rg:g
¥y her. :

1 Hendrik, who follows under I1.

iI

-_—'é‘H-endrik Heyn, Medical Assistant, died 14th April' 1843, mar.
FIeQ = . '

(a) ‘At'l\-Iatarja, by Governor’s licence No. 363, dated 13th
Mareh 1823, Carolina Fredericks Swartz, danghter of

Harmen Frederick Swartz and Johanna Catherina de
Zilwa,

(b} - In the Duteh Reformed Church, Wolvendaal, 27th Feb.
: ruary 1840, Johanna Christina Ohlmus, born 30th Mareh
1796, daughter of Lodewyk Johannes Oklmus and Petro-
nella Eligabeth Hoffman. (D.B.U. Journal, Vol, XXVIIT
page 167, and Vol. XLI, page 175). o ’

Of the first marriage, he had.

"1 Josephina Matilda, born 1st May 1828, married in th
' Reformed Church, Wolvendaal, 7th October 1847, ?]u?tlilrt)?};
Andreas Rode, born 27th November 1820, died 27th June 1881
gon of Johannes Jaeobns Rode and Anna Margarita Visger’
(D.B.U. Journal, Vol. XX1X, pages 99 and 101), '

2 Charles Henry Heyn, who follows under 111.

111

. Charles Henry Heyn, born 25th February 1828 i ali
Matilda de Zilva, He bad by her, Y OO, marrled Bliza

1 Dora O?.t_herine, born 1856, married iﬁ the Methodist Chureh,
Kollupitiya, 23rd August 1886, William James Wallace of
Woolwich in England.

e Matilda Jemima, born 16th February 1859.

3 Ci%arlotte I—_Ienriétt:a. born 18th July 1861, died 26th October
-0 1938, married in the Dutch Reformed Church, Wolvendaal,
22nd Augnst 1882, James Collingwood Jansz, Assistant Master,
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Royal:College, Colombo, born 2nd May 1862, died 15th Nov- ~ 1 Barbara, born 12th December 1938,

ember 1932, son of James Charles Jansz and KEmelia Raffel, ' ] :

(D.B.U. Journal, Vol. XLVIY, page 60). - . 2 Anthony Vernon Meredith, born 19th February 1941,
4 Charles Henry, born 4th October 1863, died 1900, 3 Rosalie Anne, born 15th Febrnary 1943.
5 Gerald Chetwynd Swartz, who follows under IV, 4 Cecil Jozeph, born 26th March 1947,
6 Claribel, born 17th March 1876, died 26th February 1958, 5 Christine Augela, born 30th December 1949.

married in the Duteh Reformed Church, Wolvendaal, 12th . )

& Lawrence Michkael, born 12th Felruary 1452,

September 1900, Alden Neel Joseph Van Geyzel, born 28th
December 1875, died 24th January 1949, son of Philip Edmund
Van Geyzel and Anna Maria Joseph. (D.B.U. Journal, Vol.
X, page 75, and Vol. XLIV, page 177). C A

7 Carmen Therege, born lst January 1955.

VIl

- 'B_ertram Russzell Heyn, Lisutenant Colonel Commanding the 181
: _B_atttahon of the Ceylon Light Infantry, born 1st October 1912, marrvied
in'the Duteh Reformed Church, Bambalapitiya, 25th October 1941,
‘Edna May Johnson, born 27th January 1914, daughter of Harry
-Johnson and KEdith Maria Wood of Siaines in Middlesex, England
‘He had by her. ' I

1 Richard Rusgsell, born 24th September 1949,
2 Peter David, born 26 June 1945,

iv :
Gerald Chetwynd Swartz Heyn, born 2nd May 1873, died 27th -
September 1935, married in the Dutech Reformed Church, Wolven-
daal. 19th December 1900, Hylda de Zilva, born 22nd September 1879,
died 24th April 1950, danghter of Augustine (Justin) Loraine de Zilva.
and Eveline Amanda Schokman, {D.B.U. Journal, Vol. XXV, page-
109). He had by her,
1 Sylvia Helene, born 5th September 1901,
2 Gerald, who follows under V. =

3 Charles Loraine, born 7th January 1904, died 7th March .-
1957.

4 Dorothy Marie, born 10th Febrnary 1905,

5 Kenneth Dodwell, born 15¢h July 1206.

6 Vernon Clifford. who follows under VI,

7 Kathleen Marguerite, born 14th November 1909. ——
& Arthur Esmond Swartz, born 30th July 1911, died 6th Tuly

oo 14912,
% Bertram Russel, who follows under VIL
10 Maisie Hylda, born 5th May 1914,

‘V’f

(Gerald Heyn, born 13th December 1902, married in All Saintg’ -
Chnreh, Galle, 28th December 1934, Noeline Edris Pendegras de Zilwa,
born 19th December 1907, daughter of Williamm Barnes de Zilwa and.
Lena Hrnestine Pendegras. THe had by her. :

1 Heather Flenr, bora 14th Declember 1937,

The objects of the Union shall be -

(f) To cause to be prepared and......printed and
published, papers, essays, etc : on guestions relating
to the listory and ovigin of the Dutch Burghers of
Ceylon, and to publish the genealogies of the Dutch
families now in Ceylon, ' -

VI
- Vernon Clifford Heyn, born 16th December 1907, married in St.~
Mary's Chureh, Dehiwala, 26th August 1937, Mary Jogephine Inez
Muller, born 29th May 1916, daughter of Francis Aloysins Muller and
Josephine Matilda d¢ Zilva. He had by her. .
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THE FIFTIETH ANNIVERSARY OF THE
DUTCH BURGHER UNION

A good gathering of members and their families assembled on the
20th of Mareh to celebraie our 50th anniversary, Several guests both
of the Union and of individual members were also present.

I the unfortunate absence, through illness, of Mr. J. Aubrey
Martengz, our President, Mr. R. 8. V. Poolier deputised for him. Ad-
dressing the Hon. the Prime WMinister, their Excellencies the High
Commissioners and the general gathering he conveyed to them Mr.
Martensz’s regrets for his absence. Havingextended a cordial welcome
to all present, he proceeded to read .the address Mr. Mariensz had

prepared for the oceasion. It opened with a reference to the floodsof

December, owing to which our celebrations which. had been fixed for.
the 18th of January had to be postponed. With reference to the Prime

Minister, Mr. Martensz said ~* we hope that the briet period you will":

gpend amongst us will enable you to carry away with you some under.
standing of our goodwill and of our oneness of purpose with the other
people who claim this land ag their home so ag to make a united and
prosperous nation of freedom-loving people”.........

“We are privileged to have amongst us a number of illustrious
guests of the Union and of individual members. T hope I will be for
given if I make special reference to the presence of His Excellency the
High Commissioner for Australia and His Excelleney the Minister of
the Netherlands and Madame Van der Mandale. His Excellency Dr,
Van der Mandele and Madame Van der Mandele have both shown per-
sonal and abiding interest in our Union which is much valued. Aus-
tralia has been a good friend to Ceylon in general and to the Burgher
Community”.

1 will now address myself to the immediate reason for this gather

ing. As I have already indicated, the Dutch Burgher Union came into _

being on the 18th of January 1908. That was the culmination of the

thonght and work of the Fouunder, Riehard Gerald Anthonisz to whose'
memory we do honour every year on another day. He realiged that-
the members of the gmall Dutch Burgher Community, by reason of
their varied. activities and. interests—public as well ag private—had .
" hecome scattered throughout the country, and that by reason also of

the great variety of their interests, professional and otherwise, cultural
and social differences had taken place which, if allowed to grow,
wonld regult in the neglect and consequent loss of the nseful and bene-

ficial chistoms of their Duteh ancestors, and in the loss of those moral -

inteliectual and social elements which were essentially of the Commu-
pity. It was in thig spirit, and in this spirit only, that Mr, Anthonisz
and a small group of dedicated men worked for and succeeded in
founding the Duteh Burgher Union, which as a binding force has

DUTCH BURGHER UNION 95

brought together nnder one cultural roof '

! those members of the Dutch
}liurgher Qo;qmuruty to whom the ideals were. acceptable. Included
in the activities of the Union, are firstly, the work of social service for
the asgistance of 1n_d1gent r.nfembers of the Community, secondly that
gfte_d'ucﬁ;lloln tho' aﬁ'smt promising young men and wemen of the Commu-
nity in their higher studies and thirdly the success ing
:Home for old folke, na i y the buccesafu.l workmg of a

‘We look back from today over'.the fift wof the existenc
o ; y yeargof the' exigtence of
the Union, and beyond that, ahd recall with justifiable pride 'the con-

- tribution made by individual members of the Community in every (I

emphasige that word ‘every’) field of human activiiy in which thisland
tl?e fand of our birth, has been engaged. In the past, we have respon:
:ded'u.nreservedly'to the call this land has made on her sons and have
been in tl:r(? forefront, together with our fellow ‘countrymen of other
Commun%tles, “on all issues of national importance in which our
co-operation and aid has been welcome. Tn the present day geene, we

- have not been backward in our responie to the call and many memherg

of our community have undertaken a variety of i ies foi

vy of public duties for the
State, whenever calted upon, We wish to continne to serve this land
to t_he utmost gf our a‘bmty and 1t is our hopethatthege; onr legitimate
‘aspwatmns, will receive, the fallest recognition by the Governiment
?nd'that omt' speﬁnal talents will receive enconragement, and be'allo‘wéd,
o grow, notwithstanding inevitable and; in certain r’es : J.
te ! ; 7 ect -
m_ent,al changes of policy. C o pects, f’u_nda

o We recognise the urges that are present today and ::!t're ready to
it ourselves into the new pattern, but we do ask thit our readiness to
conform should in turn receive that reciprocity in approach to which
we can justly lay claim. = In fact, we have for several years basi recog-
niged the neéd to adapt ourselves to 'the nascent aspirations of ﬂ{]%e

-majority of our fellow-countrymen, ag much in our ownh interests as in

that of the country as a whole. In return, we claim that we should be
allowed 10 eontinue to foster our own cultural and social ideals and
needs _'L.md that this legitimate desire of ours should not stand in the
way of recognition by the State of our claims to be usged in the service
of the conntry, of which we have, over the last century and a half, been

-gitizens by right.

. We look forward with confidence to 'mamy_= further years. during

-which we shall be able to continue to serve this, the land of our birth,

to the same full extent as in the past. .We shall not be found wanting,

“Al we"want is the fallest freedom to develop in our own way, at the
same time fitting ourselves into the new pattern of demoecratic freedom

bat is emerging in this land,

I repeat that we extend a warm'ivé'léorhe to all our guestsand hope

that daring such {ime as they wish to remain with i i
phAL darr L 11me a8 b . us this evenin
~will énjoy the hosp;tality_we have provided, = ' 8 t.hey
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To the members of our Union I say—ego forward into the years to
come with confidence and with a determination to win through. :

{ A.pplausé;)

The Hon, The Prime Minister then rose to address the gathering.
He assured them that it gave him much pleasnre to be present, He
regretted that Mrs, Bandaranaike could not be present, buti the wife

of a Prime Minister, they would appreciate, had also a full list of -

engagements, He greatly regretted the absence of Mr. Anbrey
Marlensz but was glad to see Mr. Pouher so acceptably deputising
for him. .

“You are celebrating the H0th Anniversary of the foundation of
the Duteh Burgher Union-—a notable event certainly, and you do well
to perpetuate the memory of your Dutch ancestors. They had a claim
to the regard of all peoples, for had they not made history by safe-
guarding the Netherlands—the lower lands -from the encroachment of
the gea !

At a time in world higstory when many HEuropean nations were
possesging themselves of other countries or parts of them the achieve.
ments of Holland were not surpassed. Her period in Caylon is remem-
bered for her law, her architecture —1 for one would rather live in one

of your old Duteh hounses than in any of these modern onesg, her cookery, -

oh ! for aslice of good Broeder !-—and then yourselves! Your history
in this island is a record of adaptation to circumstances, for hardly had

vou begun to feel settled here than in 130 years you had,so to say,

to start afregh under your new British rulers. But vou did succeed i in
adapting yourselves to new conditions, And now, after ancther 150
years, what new future opens out before you? Let me assure you that
the people of this country do appreciate all the servieces your Commu-
nity has rendered to it in the past. In the polibical sphere alone there
were Charles Ambrose Lorensz and George Wille, while to come tothe
present day here by my side is Dr. B. ‘L. Spiitel, and there are many
others too. The future will doubtless have some difficulties, for you
are really a FEuropean group, though with your roots deeply sunk in
the goil of the country., No interference I would assure you is intend-
ed in respect of your customs and your way of life, but you have the
power to prove yourselves good and true citizens of the country, with
that capacity for adaptation which you have already so successfully

aevinced. But I am not here to lecture to vou, 3o let me repeat whata
pleasure it ig for me to be here and that I do appreciate your positio‘;i '

in respect of varions matters. May your Community endure to serve
the conntry and to celebrate also its Diamond Jubilee and may thé
Prime Minister of Cevlon be then also present! Andso I drinkto
the prosperity of the Dutch Burgher Union! (Applause.)

The lighter side of the evening’s festivities then followed, enlnen-
ed by music provided by Ivan and the Four Sharps.

DUTCH BURGHER UNION 95

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

The Annual General Meeting was held in the Union Hall on
Saturday the 29th of March.

In the absence, through iilpess, of the President Mr. R. 8. V.
Poulier was voted to the Chair. There were 41 other members present
meludmg the Hony. Secretary and the Hony. Treasurer.

r

) Before the business for the day was taken up Mr. D. V. Altendorff
raiged the guestion whether the necessary quorum of 30 was present

- and wag assured by Mr. Poulier that this was so.

i After the notice convening the meeting had been read and the
M1nqtes of the lagt meeting were confirmed, Mr. Poulier read to the
meeting on behalf of Mr, Aubrey Martensz the following.

Presidential Address

Ladies and Gentlemen, I address you on this the 50th Annual
(General Meeting of onr Union, the Dutehh Burgher Union of Cevion,
very conscious of the significance of the oecasion, as it marks a miles-
tone in the history of the Union, which bas lived through its first fifty
vears in times during which, on the world stage, two wars have been
fought, with the sacrifice of the best of the youths of the countries
involved. We too, in small measure, contributed to that sacrifice—
evidenced by the Roll of Honour let into one of the walls of the vesti-
bule of our Hall-—but we do not regret the fact that our young men
angwered the call and that some made the supreme sacrifice. We
honour them for that, and their memory will always remain with us.

Many chariges in political thinking have taken place throughcut
the world, and we in this land have had our own changes which have
brought in their train many problems that affect us in both the econo-
mie and the political fields.

.~ The unsettlement in the minds of men consequent on these world-
wide events have left their mnark ziready on the character of the men
and women cof today. 'The problem that has to be faced is whether, as
the pohtmal changes gather momentum, ag is evident before our eyes,
even in this small Island today, further changes of character and of
normal human reactions, will be for the better or for the worse.

I find myeelf in a somewhat unhappy pogition. with a grave feel-

"ing of inferiority, as I face you thig evening. I have read the very

masgterly address which was given by our Immediate Past President in

-this very Hall lagt year, in the course of which he very clearly laid,

before us the problems which we faced then and still face today, I
agree unreservedly with his appraisal of our own situation in thisg land,
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viewed in the light of present dayv thinking, and wm_ld_er ‘fio n;xytfiifl
whether, in my. obgervationg ond the ctz(;‘rf;ntsgc;:;gm;?o;n reg;;uring
ive you any new ideas and fre: 1 Surin
?1(:381;6., II(t:assl;ei\; tg me to be elear that we n@ust look on the f(;imuatmirlx) lln
a realistic manner and nod beh stam pet(li]e(ti -info t:kgagsrtglaa:)r; énl:iosxihic%
ige attitunde towards the changes at are takir
lvlvtil;lilf:i?ltlzfllt} doubt, affect onur own way (')f hfe_and O“thOk.ttha;?luoEE
realige that we as a community, Wl_lo claim this country as ]e and of
our birth, must, without surrendermg.our cultural and Ixj}:‘o?f o1 ok
and background, seek to fit ourselves into the pattern of li ehH;-a is
country which, during the last two years, has und}argone.tsi;]f:]arm?ng
change : this pattern will continue tq change, sometimes Wci th& rning
rapidity, until the people have had time to settle-down, a% ebp sent
emotionalism moderates, and the eurrent _confuslon of 1 eta}s ec;)tatic
elarified. For us—such a small community —to try to c?n u:mewa :
in our behaviour towards change and to refuse to.budge ll.‘orpbahing o
thought which we have hield for many years, will be .tq ag el i an
the race and eventually to bet ove(t;whe]me«fi lli)fs:a cvgﬁ?g;?'ﬁit“:v];chéve
the extent our own self respect and way o \ ,t Dave
i conform to. I am not a defeatist: I try to thin
;g;ﬁ:t&%ﬁgﬁg t?iew the echanging scene before me calmly, alnd ﬁ) se}:{e
how I can, without destroying l:}rljty f(i)tw'n E)eléionalli]t;] ;:Sd H']l:‘(]):;: ;:eI:: m(:soto’
of life and thoug into the ¢ . .
E?{ti!ggt‘l:g{»est way of standing—and ! mean standing., To resist

passively or actively will take us nowhere. We might, if so minded,

i i ; t afford to remain
i to live our lives elsewhere: but we _cannot
:&at:a,ilzleuncompromising in our attitude of mind while others of other

communities (who, like us, are affecied by the changes) are forging

ahead notwithstanding the forces they have to contend with. I make

a strong appeal to you all, Ladies and Gentlemen, to make a supreme -

effort to conquer any feelings of ?is].ikle :uild fiin:tastitfigll; thfi, gfgstflllnér;
ing that is being so VlgOI"O‘llS]Y ranslated into a . s all do
r lives in such a way that, while we “maintain

O:; béista?dsi'lggp:rguof people of other communities, we. will not be left
{)ehpind. The ery of digerimination i.s heard, and such it n}a;y be dth(ge=
jg, but we must try to realise that th:g, human weakness wil gra tuawy

ani h with the years and that, while that unhappy'state exists, we
:l?glll,?d do our best by patience and helpful understanding to minimise

i : kness. We must remember
gtructive effect of such a human wea :
?l::td??o or 35 vears ago the boot was on the other foot, though we

were not the active diseriminators but the beneficiaries of sucha
policy.

T say, work well and co-operatively with the other comm115‘lities :
living in t’his conntry, and remember the words of our revered Foun-. -

der who, with wide vision, uitered the following words of advice 1=

“You cannot live your lives worthily if vou spend it mainly for your:

own advancement. Your life must be spent as far ag possible for.the

i ities yon asdociate -
' to which you belong and f(_)r all the communi { ;
?v?il;lhnﬁw I?Ié algo ystrests!ed the point, when the Union was- heing ;

" for the support of the General and other Com

- Raule 6 {c) i ” should read “Rule 6 fe}i”.

DUTCH BURGHER DNION 97

formed, that is was “ not going to disturb any of the existing friendly
welations . Carry on, I 8ay, in the spirit of goodwill and understand-

ing that has always been our special aptitude, and face the fuiure with
courage. : : .

Before I conclude, T would like to follow th.e example of my pre-
-decessors in office and refer very briefly to one or two matters to which

reference is made in the Annual Report of your Committee for the vear
ending 31st December 1957.

The Union showed our sympathy for the sufferers of the dreadful
-floods of December/January, by meking a small donation : in addition,

members of the Duteh Burgher Community gave active help in the
relief of distress.

Everyone will be glad that the fine work for the Union, which was
@ matter of very real interest in the life of the late Mr. W. E. V. de

Rooy, is to be remembered by the erection of a tablet in recognition
-of his selfless work,

" Two of our most deserving activities are those connected with
‘Bocial Service and Education, They have a very compelling elaim on
-our purdes. There is algo the outstandingly helpful work connected
with St. Nikolaas’ Home, {made possible through the wonderful
generosity of Dr. R. L. Spittel), and which we must keep well in our

The lighter side of our Union activities is well provided for and I’

'hope these pleasant events will continue to brighten our lives in these
<drab and uncertain daye. '

I have not bheen a good President and I wish T eouid hav.e done
‘more than the infinitesimal little that I was able to. Had it not heen

mittees and our
Secretary and our Treasurer, I would have failed miserably. I thank

them for their co-operation and helpful understanding of my diffi-

«culfies.

Before the Report and Accounts were presented the Chairman
mentioned a printer’s ervor that needed correction on page 2 viz that

The Report and Accounts were then discussed,

Mr. D. V. Altendorff eriticised the amount shown as due from
“Sundry Debtors” and characterised the condact of offending menmhers
ag “disreputable”. He urged the Hony. Treasurer to apply the rnles
regarding defaulters more strietly, Mr. O. Speldewinde explained that
the amounts in guestion were not bad debts and were recoverable,

Mr. V. Grenier,"commenting on the Report of the de Hoedt Trustees

gaid that members should be particularly grateful for gueh a report,
- for it not only helped to keep alive the

memory of a benefactor but
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also was an inspiration to those who could afford to do so to establisly : £ 4y
similar scholarships. The Schueider Scholarships shounld also, heurged, : ,KITCHEN TRIUMPHS OF THE DUTCH
be regnlarly brought before the minds of members. He had been in- .

tormed by the Warden that this year 14 D. B. boys held scholarships.. |
There had been 11 in 1957 and 20 in 1956.- In all, nearly 80 boys had
by now held scholarships, .

"My aim in asking you to dizscuss these dainties and dishes is to
retain loss of interest in something worth breserving, The ladies will
~know the merits and demerits of these dishes ; presumably their
ancestorg adopted from many sources and what was of merit survived
. Your task will be to preserve and continue their nge ", So wroté
Dr. Andreas Nell in sending to Mrs. Lueien Jansz of Cuisine
- Milagiriya fame a little manuseript booklet of 27 pages compiled
by him relating to “ dishes and cakes which were uged in the
households of the Dutch in Ceylon.... Whatever their original sources
they may be regarded as part of the kitchen trivmphs of the Dutch
households in Ceylon.”

The Report and Aecounts were then adopted.

Mr. B. 8. V. Poulier next proposed the re-election of Mr. Aubrey _f
Martensz as President, Carried. : :

Mr. M. Wallbeoff and Mr. Ivor Wendt were then re-elected ag
Hony. Secretary and Hony. Treasurer, regpectively. :

The General Committee was next elected. , .
Dr. Nell’s compilation is based on eertain articles on Ceylon

- History contributed anonymously to the *“Ceylon Exami iter:
Supplement” in 1875, but which he confidently attribﬁizént?)r t}li:eteﬁ‘;?
Mr. James de Alwis M.L.C  Dealing with the Dutch period this wei.;
said _that in the culinary art they intreduced great many varieticg
and innovations. To a man accustomed to rice and curry, or as it ig
termed by an Baglishman * curry and rice "’ nothin’g could be
more dt_elmlous ". Mr. de Alwis then proceeds te Imention 15
breparations-all of which he considers “certainly superior,” the maore
“familiar ones mentioned by him heing Tempradu, Frikadela Lateria
'_Hopper"§, Lurum, Panukook and Leveriya: Some commeﬁt’s on Mr’
‘de A.IW’-IS’ article however by Leopold Ludoviei, then HEditor of the
:_Exammer’.’, appeared a few months later and shewed that not all the
dighes mentioned by Mr. de Alwis had heen introduced by the Dutch.
-some being of Portugunese and Agiatie origin, Temperado, for iﬁs-’
_tance, ‘was obviously Portuguese and indicated ‘‘a procesé used in
cooker:y rather than any particular digh”, Laterias, also Portugn
- were thread-ﬁakes, (otherwise called “idi-appen "), the word ie?lsle!
derived from “leteria” or “aletria™ i.e. Vermicells),  *' The womf
like mass ig cooked in steam from a pot of boiling water,.. The Portu-
guese may have found this is India and tracing the resemblance tz;
vermicelli renamedit.""  "Fios” said Mr. Ludovie} is also Portuguese, it
-being t.‘.he _plqral of #%lho, an omelet or pankake, applied locally to ri’
plantam or ripe jak fruit of the Vel or soft variety wrapped in pancaﬁe
paste.” Frikkadel was “a true Dutch dish. though gome Woulg
imagine by the sound of the name with native eooks I? parikadela]
that it had a Portuguese origin.” “ Hoppers are clearly Tamil fro?n
__th.e derlvatmp from appum.”  * Rurum® Mr. Ludoviei could not derive
__and Ehpught it” possibly Malayan i something like it is called “buttered
eggs’ 1n some English recipe™. The late Rev. Lucien Jansz however
‘t‘hought the word was a corruption of the Duteh ** roering " (stirring)
“Scrambled eggs” in Dutch are “roereieren”. The local “oru-rurn >
is'obviously a Portuguese-Duich compromise, with the egg eoming ﬁ;;lt'
Panukook as Mr. de Alwis spells it is obviously the Duteh pannekoe'ir:

Mr, F. W, E. de Vos suggested that holding Committee Meetings -
occasionally on Saturdays would ensure a better attendance of
Outstation members, The Chairman said the matter had already
been considered and that members’ Days every quarter would be
arranged for. .

Messrs. Satchithananda Schokman, Wijeratne & Co., were nei_ct.
appoinied as Auditors. :

The Chairman proposed a Vote of Thanks to the vetiring Office
Bearers. He also urged all members not to hesitate to pags on to any’
member of the Committee any eriticisms or suggestions they wished -
to make,

The meeting then concluded.
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i.e. paneake, ‘“the local peculiarity of which. says Mr. Ludoviei
was the use of the water of the young coconut which gave it a very
delicately better and agreeable flavonr, - He also mentions several other
dishes, with comments on their origins and methods of preparation,
o.g. * Pastelas, little pies, originally ** pasteloa ",  Fente frito, literally
“fried comb”, bits of flour paste rojled on the comb-like indented
surface of a board and fried...... eaten with salted duck eggs from
Cochin, salted and dried small cuttlefish from Mannar, pickled gherkins
from Jaffna and other addenda; Carmenache, a stew with an agreeable
flavour; Roft, aseribed to the Singhalese but which is clearly Tamil......
The little cake prepared for Elijah by the widow of Zarephath was
probably a #off” Oné would have appreciated Ludoviei’s ideas as
to the derivation of the word “Carmenache.” The present writer ven-
tures to suggest that it may be @ corruption of the Dutch word “Kar-
bonadie’’—little cuts or chops of beef.

the Duteh”. Here again is a word th ivati i
- _ @ derivation of which is doubtia]
: iI‘he Rev. L}}Cl&p Ja.nsz thought‘it not unlikely that a Klomp (i eua-
ilmp) of m_?st (i.e. rice) became ' lamprais™.  But the late Mr. Leoﬁa.rd
Arndt who'spent some years in Java was of opinon that the word was

-8 corruption of the Malay word lemmer whieh ; -
. . - per, which is u ‘or
glatinons rice wrapped in plantain leaf. sed for a packet of

G. V. G,

Ludoviei then quotes, says Dr. Nell, from Robert Knox, who wag a
Captive in the Kandyan realm from 1659 to 1679, certain remarks
fegarding “Kayun” “oggalas™, "alloways” (aluwas) and “‘yacpetties”,
one variety of which was “ Koppittu”.  “Kayun”, says Knox, were sent
to the Duteh ““as a royal treat’ when they first came to Colombo. .
. The Duteh did go adraire them that they asked if they grew not upon
trees, supposing it past the art of man to make such dainties”. Onpe
wondery whether they were speaking with their tongues also in their
cheeks! James de Alwis certainly preferred. ‘'fios, panukook, leveriya
ete to onr kevun, atiraha, munkevun, aggala, palubhadana ste.”

Mr, Ludovici also mentions as items-of Duteh cockery in Ceylen
the following amongst others —"Sop, a kind of sonp or rather broth;
Doopvisch, boiled figh served with a doop-saus or egg-sauce ; and Smoor
or stewed beef. adapted in Ceylon to Indian condiments.” The two -
former one does not now hear of, but ‘' Smoor’’ hag survived, and its
correct pronunciation teo (smore); ‘‘the lavge cake  poffert or
Broeder,......... which often appeared like a hen with her chickens
when in company with pafferdjes, little round cakes baked with butter
in a pan with hemispherical hollows”. This reference to “‘a henis
illuminating, for the Duteh word “broeder’’ normaliy means brother’
and it hag even been suggested that "Broeder” was the form in which
bread (“brood” in Dutech) was supplied to “broeders’” (friars). But
“broeden” in Dutch also means “‘to bropd. bhateh, sit on eggs’”. The-
derivation suggested by Mr TLudoviei bus therefore much to
recommend it! He also quoted Lorenz, who, with reference {o bis
vigit to Holland “‘used to mention the' delightfnl manner in which
Ceylon associatious were called up and the appearance at table of the
familiar Broeder” Mr. Ludoviei also mentions “Waffels” and “Kockiss”
both of which Dr. Nell points out are referred to and illustrated in
Miss Deutrom’s Cookery Book, " Lamprais™, curiously enough are not
mentioned either by Mr. de Alwis or by Mr. Ludovici but in “Rare
Recipes of a Huis-vrouw of 1770, points cut Dr. Nell, they are
“atiributed to the Portugnese”, though now regarded as “inherited from’
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' GENERAL ' COMMITTEE

The Comm;ttee met on 13 occasions and was responsible for the

conduct of the general affairs and activities of the Union. _
.~ following ammendmenis to the constitution were passed at the -
- Annual General Meeting of the Union held on the 30th March 1957.

2

The

- Your Committee has
for the year 1957. .

3

MEMBERSHIP

-FIFTIETH ANNUAL REPORT 1957

plcasuréin'submitting the following: report

: As at lst January 1957 444
1. Page 3. Insert -after the word “These” the words_-- “Less: _ | |
Rule 4 Line 5. ““topgether with the members who hm.'e held ‘the . - Out of Island _ ! 16
* ‘office of President.” N ; h . _ —
stitute for t e . . ,
In the ‘I‘ast line of thzstRule :}?e erds Gene. No. of members re-elected g
words “General Committee. ! ARt ‘No., of members joiped @ =~ = _. 37 468
ral Committee from the time of their election. _ o _
Page 4. _ o o e Less o
Rale 5 {b) Delete the words “and of all meetings ofStandln. Resigned _ ©
“Lines 5 & 6 .- Committees.” : Died S 6
- : _ Struck off under Ruie 6 (& (111) ..... . 6 22
3. Page 5: ., L —_ —
Rule 5{g) For the words “four to form a quorum sub’ o i
i ' : (s f a guerum. Lo s : pm—
~ Line 14 stitute .the words *three to form a quorum, ‘These are distributed as follows:—
4. Page 7. ) ‘ . . . e Colombo Members:
Rtlle 6 (F:) (1) For " Rs. —/50. substltg;e ' Re. 1/-7, Do ‘Paying Rs. 3/- per month _— 220 o
" . Line 7. ‘ ‘ Paying Rs. 1)+ per month 60 280
Rule 6 (c) (ii) Delete Rule 6 ( (11) ' __ S ———
Rule 6 (c) (iii) Delets the words “if resident within Colombo‘ Qutstation Members:
Lines 1 & 2  Municipal limits”’ . Paying Rs. 1/~ per month . 146
Line 4. = Delete the word “now” . ' Out of Island during the year . 20
Rule 6 (¢} (iv} Delete Rule 6 (o) (iv). oo _EE
5 Page 8. ' _ . ' . : . _& :
Rule § {c} (v) Delete Rule 6 (¢} (v). - Flood Relief: A sum ot Rs. 250/~ was donated to the National
: B . _ : Flood Relief Fund. : .
. 6. Page 9 - _ 7 _ ‘ . -
. Rule6(c){i) Substitute for the words “Colombo membe . W.E.V.de Rooy: Steps are being taken to erect a tablet in the
‘Line 2. paymg their subscriptions, at the rate of Rupeen “Union Hall in memory of the late Mr. de Rooyin recognition of his
three per month. Outstation members shall be aluable services to the Uunion. -
entitled to the samie pr;v11eg.?0n_?§y(§l:1§:{‘ Of__t . 3 Members’ Day: -This was celebrated on the 20th S'eptembet
regular m_qnthiy fee of cents f1“ty 1 addl 10{.1‘ 0 :_lmmedlately after the General Commlteee Meetmg\ and was a great
their ordinary subscriptions,” the WOTdS'-_ any success.
member who is not in arrears of subscription
‘ N . : . o g Founders’'Day: - Thc function was celebrated in the usual man-
Deonations: The President donated three shares in the Buildings

Company to the Union aund the heirs of the late Mr. I R,

“ner and the photograph of M. R. S. V. Poulier, the last President,
Toussam% two shares,

_was unveiled on this occasion.
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St. Nikelans® Fete: This event which iz for the children of
meinbers wag the biggest function of the year and wae largely atiend-
-ed by children as well as the older members of the Union. Records
- of St. Nikolaas’ Fete songs, which wers donated to us by the Minister

for the Netherlands, were played on this occasion and everyone
enjoyed themselves.

Jouymal: My R, L. Brohier continuss to bc the egditor of the
Journal and maintain its high standard. Coasributions to the Journal
.will be welcomed by the Editor. Mr. D. V. Altendorff comtinues to be
ofmwluable assistance to the Hditor in publishing genealogies of

families of the community, - He has already been responmblc for the -
publication of 142 genealogies. .

The Bulletin: Our thanks are due to the Edltor. Mr. G. V”.
Grenier, for his services in this connection.

STANDENG C@MMETTEES

(a) Comm"%ee for Eihicel & htwawl’urposea Chairman; Mr. RL
Brohier. Secretary:™Mr. . R. L. W. Jansz. N

. This . committes has been responsible for arrangmg twol
lectures. One by Mr. Edmund Samarakody on his tour of the’

U.5.5.R. and the othsr by Dr. A. 3. Mendis on Canada. whlch
~was illustrated with pictures,

(b) Commitice for Socie] Servies: Chairman: Mr.C. A.-Spcldewinde
- Secy: Mrs. R, Kelaart. This Committee contipues to reader -
assistance to the poorer members of the Community by the
payment of monthly allowances, (and casual relief as occasion’
arises.) . The number of persons assisted represent only a smalk;
percentage of those in.need of help. For lack of funds the work-
of this Committee is restricted to only a few of those who seek
assigtance. Ag funds were not sufficient to meet the demands
an appeal was made to members. The response was good and
a sum of Rs. 1,800/- was collected.

A Benefit Show was held at the Savoy Cmema We}!awattc :
- under the distinguished gpatronage of Tis Exceilency Dr.. an'
der Mandle. The Minister for the Metherlands.in Ceylon. o

The anoual Christmas Treat and distribution of Hampers’
tosk place on 2lst Decerober 1957, the majority of those su:
helpad fiot being membere of our community.

Comupittee for Recrestion, Entertainment and Sport: Chairman:'
Mr. . C. 5. Van Alphen, Secy: Mr. Nosl Brohier, This Committes.
- was responsible for organizing a namber of Dances, all of which
proved succegsful and were enjoyed by Members of the Union;
“and their gussts. The Piapo Fund-now stands at Rs. 1,023.23.

The Bridgs group continues to meet regularly.

(f) Historical Manuscripts and Monubaents:

g Educatmn Committee:

. (h) St Nikelaas' Home:

(i) Finance Committee:

5i

(d) Commnttee for Genealagical Research: Chauman Mr. H. K
‘de Kretser, Secretary: Mr. C. P. Brohier.

"The Commxttcc met regularly duririg the year to scrutinise
“thé genealogies of new applicants for membership. Several -appli-

cations for genealogical information in order to obtain. dormcxle

in Australia were dealt with by the Secretary.

| (e)_ Committee for Increasing Membership: Chalrman Mr. G. V-

Greniér. Secretary: C. P. Brohjer.

‘This Committee has been responmbie for many of the new :

5 members who have Jomed the umon
This
functions under the Chairmanship of Mr. R. L. Brohier w1th
Ms. D. R. L. W. Jansz as Seeretary and Convener.

Chairman: Dr R L. Sp:tml
Miss. M, E, vanden Driesen. -

Secretary:

The Committes met regularly along with the Social Service
Committee and réndered assistance 1o a number of students who
are children of the poorer members of the community. The usual

. Sinhalese ¢xamination was held during the year. A Joan of

T Rs. 1500/~ was granted ona guarantee bond from the educational
vecation fund for persons training abroad.

*Chairman: A.E. Ch_nstoffelsz, Secretary:

Mrs. A. L. B, Ferdinand

Iiis regretted that a few mmatcs left the .Home dunng tbe
year, but it is pleasing to note that the majority of these vacancies
have now been filled and the home is now paying its way due'to

Committee

_the generous donations received. Special mention must be made = '

of the work done by the panel of lady visitors to this institution
“and of the services rendered to the . sick by Dr. E. S. Brohler
‘Dr.J. H. Sproule and Dr. 0. C. Raffe]

Chairman: Mr. 1. A. Marteﬂsz Presldent
Secretary Mr. lvor Wendt Hony. Treasurer

" The Audited Balance Sheet and Income and !Expenditore
Accounts as at 31st December 1957 are appended to this report.

M. S. WALLBEOFF

. Honorary Seoretary.

[



‘The Dr. De Hoedt Medical Scholarship Fund.

This Trust Fund was started in 1920 t'hr'ough the gen
the late Dr. James William De Hoedst. '
- The fund is controlled by three Trustees. The present trustees
-are Messrs. D, V. Altendorff, F. E. Loos and Dr. Eric Brohier.

- The object of the fund is to provide assistance to those sons and -
e to’ -

daughters of members of the Dutch Burgher Union ‘who desi
study and gualify to enter the Medical Profession, .

- Many a young person owes much to the generosity and fore-
thought of one who, perhaps in founding this trust, wasled to do so
‘ bS' the difficulties he himself had to undergo as a medical student. i

Since its inception twenty three students have been helped in
. their medical studies and two students continue to receive aid. .
The capital of the fund is Rs. 12000/~ invested in Colombo

property on a mortgageloan; Rupeos One thousand in Govt, National:

Dev. ‘Loan, and a cash balance in the State Bank of India of
come derived from these:

Rs, 2685/54 as'on 31.12.57. The annual in
sources is Rs. 870/-. ' '

"~ Members are reminded that the Fund is a charitable trust with no :
conditions for re-payment. The Trustees however, are not prohibited

from accepting contributions from those whohave benefited and are

. now in a position to make seme return. -

.
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- 50 00 50

‘Do Bur s
As per last Balance Sheet 7,240 00 S ZLess: Depreciation for the year
_ Add:  Value of Shares Donated 275 00 7,515 Q0 - | '
Billiards Tables Renewals Account 75 10
Entertainment Account ' 1,023~ 23
Surplus Account - ' .
As per last Balance Sheet 8,397 10 _
Add: Excess of [ncome . - ‘
' over Expenditure 1,176 27 - 9,573 37

. Rs 69,562

Rs. 69,562 43

e ———}

_ ) AUDITORS' REPORT :
We have examined the above Balance Sheet with the
books and accounts of the Union and have obtained all the
information and explanations we have required. We are of
the opinion that the Balance Sheet referred to is properly
drawn up 50 as to exhibit a true and correct view of the state

of affairs of the Union as at.31st December 1957, according
to the best of our information and the explanations given 10

us and as shown by the books of the Union.

SATCHITHANANDA, SCHOKMAN, N
\VIJEYERA.TNE & CQ-, .Auditors_
Chartered Accounitants. : .
o H. €. IVOR WENDT
Hony. Treasurer.

Colombo, 24th February, 1958, - -
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THE XXX CHAPTER

The enemy opens o destruclive fire on our works— Fnvoys from the
Emperar—The Blacks ejected from the Garvison forced backh~—
- Intercepted lefter—Present of Ventson — New baltary raised

_ “On the 22ud the Enemy opened a damaging fire from thair

batteries 5. Joan and S§. Sieven, whereby three of onr soldiers were
geverely wounded., His Majesty zent 3 messengers to inguire a8 to the
cause of the great column of smoke visible from hiz Camp and to
inform the General of his arvival at Reygamwatte........."

“During dinner there came some messengers who informed the
@General of the arrival of certain envoys from His Majesty.........their
“errand was to inform the General of the receipt by His Majesty of his
letter......... and that he was at Walewitlly to insp ect the Palace then
“heing got ready for him......... These envoys had intended to return
immediately but as, the night was far advanced and very dark they
were shown 2 safe pIace of retirement for the night.”

~ “On the same day we learnt from Capt. Emont Ruysch that many
‘people had come again from the Fort and that he bad sent 50 of them
to the gtation Milagre till furthier orders. The women and children
“were sent 1o the Camp when as required by the Resolution they were
“forced back to the town, although amongst them were some whom
Gaspar Figeiro had decoyed from the iuterior to Coltmbo.........In
“the evéning the men were mustered and also. 20 more, when the
General got 2 of them privately told that though now permiited to
“ peturn to the Fort there would be nio alternative but the scaffold were
hey to come a second time, unless they could devige something to our
~advantage through our Negumbo Aratches, who had deserted,. in
_respect of one or other of the Enemy’s batteriers.” They were also
iven ‘a sound caning”

_ “There now came into the General's possession an intercepted
“letter written by one of our Aratches” viz, Hangedera Leonayde, and
addressed to the Vidan and the 3 headmen of the 3 pattos of Pasdun
‘Corle who were directed ““within 8 days to collect together from all the
neighbouring villages 50 pingos load of fowls, butter, pepper, Gorke,*
pots and pangand bring them here, accompanied by all the Majoraals®
nd make for the King’s Jamp that they might make their appearance
here with all becoming duty and devotion before His Majesty™.........

“The Aratechy was immediately taken into eustedy......... The
General pretending that he was ordering his immediate execution, gave
him in charge of the public executioner......... but he was secretly
removed at mght to the ship £ Wapen Van Hollandé and confined
ihere.”

“On Sunday the 27th before Divine Service the general despatched
to His Ma3esty Raja Singa the Aratchie's letter and the proceedings
RN v iaener
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“In the afternoon there came the Dissave of_Saﬁmgam amc(iEl
informed the General of the complétion of the repairs to rgags a;rlnl
hridges as ordered by His Majesty. ‘He was thgn requeste L y the
General to ude his labourers infelling some t1mbe1_‘ for .t e new
palisade......... and to see our Bhips’ Companies su}pphed w1t¥1 sqm(le
buffaloes of which they stood in great need owing to a diopsica
complaint........." '

guns from the Baiteries 8. Sleven §. Philippo and Clergos to the Gate
- Rajuha soasto fire on our working party......... At night there were
_'unusu_z_xl discharges of musketry and round shots kept up by the Enemy

which prevented our people from working. At early dawn the General
rode out to the station Milagre to inspect the encampment of Hig

- Majesty’s Dissaves and here found a strong palisade of coconut rafters
along the seashore right up {o the Tank......... =

“Abont this time t.here' arrived certain Moorish Dhgrifes from
Punte Gale with a letter from the senior merchant.‘ ........ Five other
similar Dhanieg also arrived later with stocks of rice......... : -

A soldier who was missing for some time in the Camp had, it now
appeared, gone to His Majesty and implored his intercession to evade
due punigshment. A request to that end was now made on His
Majesty'’s behalf by one of his Disgaves, As the interference emanated

- from such a quarter there was no alternative but to aguiesce.

i i ” he Choremandel
“With the arrival of the yacht Arnemuyden from t ¢ 6
Coast we received a copy of one. of two lt.:tters of the llth'. February
despatched by the yacht Cabbeljauw Whlch had never arrlved: .....
the other letter had fallen into the hands of the Porlugezen :at
Tutecurin...... g .

: “On the 13th March a lad who had been fet down from the b
Clergos privately communicated to the General that the Lascorijns in
charge of that battery were prepared to surrender it the following
night before moonrize. Thig lad after he had partaken of some food
and having at his own request received a few sticks of the rattan in
order to drawn suspicion made hig way back to the Fort”, The
intended surrender could not however be successfully carried out
"owing to the heavy fires maintained by the enemy”

attery

. sl
“The General and the Governor now left .Gamp with the usua
honours to inspect the work at the gate Rajuha when thej’/’ m't;‘th 17
Lasgcorijns and 2 Aratches who hat_i just escaped......... i ‘t;y
informed the general that “‘there prevailed a strong rumour w1d mth 8
walls that their General had dispat_ched- all his money '%'1 0 e;
movables to Manaar” by a vessel which had escaped the vigilance of
our cruisers.”’

; Fuha was strong]y
“*On the 6th, 7th, 8th and 9th March the gate Baju 2
attacked by us \:s:here there escaped 2 Porfugesche and sonﬂe Lagcoriins
who said the town could not hold out beyond May.........

" "On the 14th March Capt. Emont Luysch reported from the
station Milagre that Corporal Hendril Willemsz Bogaart and Private
Pieler van Bruysingen had deserted, a wonderful change for the
o worse surely, for with ug they were surrounded with profusion and
-plenty, but there nothing but want and elnptinegs.””

“The game evening a request was made by IHig Majesty that an
officer of experience and judgment might be sent up to him on some
private affairs. The merchant Yebrandt (Fodskens' was then selected

on this gervice, a gentleman of acknowledged ahilities whether in the
use of a sword or the pen.”

" i ne new 2 gun hattery

Orders were then given by the Geqeral for a tery

at the very end of the enemy’s Bastion &, Joan sgo as to de:stroy the

Bastion 8. Steven and to help to repair our covered way leading to-’gl;_g
mine........."

. An attempt was new made to utilize the service within the Fort of
“'the fugitive Captain Sémon Lopes who was requested {o recite and
promote if practicable disaffection amongst the “blacks” ander promise
‘of pardon for his erime and misdeeds and ample reward in addition.”
A letter to thig effect was “privately entrusted to a young lad” who
with other deserters was sent back to the Fort, [There is no indication
in the later pages as to the result of this move.]

NOTES TO CHAPT_ER XXX

1, fferke, 'The “‘goraka’ fruit Fareinia cambogia, used for preserving fish _and
also medieinally. : : ) ealls 1 .‘hh_ o
Majoraals, Pieris (Ceylon and the Hollanders o 80) calls them & Tea

. llﬂéi?g,gglfxen v:ho had geavy duties to perform’. Paulusz (Secret_Mmutes
p. 114} says they were expected {o entertain Chiefs and important visitors

- “At ‘midnight our men raised a false alarm by ringing bellg,
beating drums ete which threw the enemy into some consterr ation......

Before the return of Ysbrandt Godskens Hulft received frem the
‘Emperor 2 letters which kad been addressed to him; one hy the
Portuguese general Continho and the other by the citizens of Columbo.

THE XXXI CHAPTER

; / fers » (e — Y by ¢ Gudskens sent:lo

~rivgl of several deseriers al the Camrp Yshrand ?
%:Li:d;;—-i"he Emperor’s letler o the General—and from Lhe beszegedl
to the Kmperor. --

is j . : v I Lascm'ijﬁs and a

At this juncture there came over to us severa : _
Portugees, who londly denounced the poor quality of the rice dealt 9-‘,“
to them.........and further stated that the Enemy had remeoved all their

The formerreminded the Emperorthat relying on his magnaninity
- :hig aid had been asked for by the Portuguese "in the unjust war levied
and persevered in by the enemy.........for it is usual for great Kings
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and Emperors to agsist and befriend the: weak from all tyranny and
oppression’. The letier also lamented "the tre_atment the poor sfnd
unoffending inhabitants of this town had 1'ecelye.d, ......... some .bemg
seized and condemned as slaves and other again ‘{nos_t unchar‘ltably
forced back to the Fort.” It also claimed that “This town ig the
ancient heritage of the Poriugezen nation left lo them in bequest I?y
former Kings and Potentates, Your Majesty’s  forefathers, in
consideration of the important services rendered...... .we ag an old
ally of Your Majesty have greater claims to consideratior‘z than the
Hollanders who are bul strangers and alieng to’ Your Majesty.........
Their motives are self-interest and worldly gain’'.........

'1‘h.e letter of the citizen which wassigned by Diego Leitaon de

Souze and 5 others referred to their successful resistance of'th‘? enemy
but also regunested that His Majesty’s aid be extended to his “‘old ally

the Portugéezen for the preservation of this town, the gift of Your.

Majesty’s august forefathers”

Huylft drafted suitable replies to' these letters and they were sent
to the Emperor for his approval.

Men.nﬁ'hile the General bad had a narrow escape when, taking

with him 2 deserter he had gone to inspect the spot whenece ecertain -
“heavy discharges”, had come. “On. mounting the walls he saw 3 -

Portugezen in their trench, when after two discl_larges of his
piece he luckily made a hasty descent, for in the twinkling of an eye

there came whizzing 3 bullets which struck just where the general had.

stood.”

THE XXXII. CHAPTER.

Return of Godskens—Report of his mission— Letters sent {o O’oZumbp
— Batteries erected — Detailed neiws from Goa.—Its situation,

It was scarcely dawn when there came from the Fort to cur works
which were being superintended by Lieut. Meno a youth who tried
hard to get-all possible knowledge of one position and strength .........
He continned that 4 Poriugezen who had attermpted to desert o us had

been executed. We gave this silly fellow a good eaning for hig paing

and drove him back to the Fort in consideration of his youth. The
next day Major Vander Laan informed us that the epemy had sue-
eceeded in making an opening in our walls,........ At night they opened
fire from their Bastion 8. Jan right into our works. '

“ Abeut dusk on the 23rd March the Merchant ¥Ysbrandt Godskens
returned from his mission, having left Higz Majesty the same day and

made the following report in writing :(— ... .. ...... that His Majesty ap- -

proves of the practice of sending back the needy inhabitants turned out
by the Bnemy, for mercy and forbearance must in the first instancebe
ghown by them............ Hiz Majesty learns on good anthority that

" not be permitted to return go easgily
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Your Excellency too frequently endangers your pergonal safety by

_openly exposing vourself to perit and bthat in case of any fatal accident

the lods would be felt by him as though he had lost a pearl of value,
He therefore requests Your Excellency to be more careful on all acca-
gions............ that nothing can be more agreeable to His Majesty than
to receive Your Eucellency’s letters......... That with regard to the
treaty entered into with Admiral Westerwold he holds it valid and
binding though from time to time many Generals and Governors of
India had oceasioned much trouble and confugion...............but with

respect to Your Excellency he thinks difterently and fully trusts your
integrity..... .

That His Majesty was anxious to ascertain Your Excellency’s
viewd regarding the taking of Jafnapaiam and Manaar and whether
it would not be advisable to direct some Dissaves to besiege thoge
places.........that he expeets to see Your Excellency either on Sunday

~or Thursday next.........

There now arrived Hig Majesty’s Dissaves and Envoys with the

‘two letters which the General had drafted in reply to the two His

Majesty had received from Columbo.........to be dispatched to them,
which wag done the next.day, :

-+ ““This buginess being thus dispoged of, we understood from Mon-

fual that there had appeared on the other side of the River about 400

of the King’s soldiers under the command of 4 Chiefs, without their
shewing, however, any inclination to cross the water, when they were
found to be men who had never in their lives geen the sea or any

~ghipa..........

“When the aforesaid 2 letters were presented to the aunthorities at
‘Columbo by the Aratehes nnd Lascerijus in His Majesty’s name, they

- were received with great honours, by the discharges of guns and small

arms, but no sooner they learnt the contents they boiled with wrath,
declaring that were if not for the exigencies of the times they would

“On this very day there burst out a most frishtful tempest, accom-

_panied with high wind, thunder and terrible flashes of lightning
‘whereby one of our sentries was hurt and, more remarkable, 3 of our
muskets wore shattered to fragnents in the Church of Guia de Lobo,t "’

More and more degerters were now arriving with news of the
rapidly worsening condition within the Fort. Rations of rice had

" ‘come down 1o only a parra a head. “Were it not for the dropsy which

rages amongst the Huropianen many of them would ere thig have
Joined ug but that they now mistrust their legg.” [According to siate-
ments made later by releaged prisoners, and mentioned in Chapter

- XXXVII, Netherlanders captured “during the siege, a, woll a, the

enemy themselves had to content themselves with the flagh of ele-
phants, cats, rats, dogs and buffaloes.”]
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Several fishermen were algo from time to time eaptured who were
bringing in their hoats provisions for the Fort. 75 Rix dollars were
paid to each Chapter.......... Some gkilful men were now also emplqyed
for erecting another battery facing 8 Jan, with the object of demolish-
ing the Enemy,s mole-pier and other works.

“On the 29th before daylight there wag a rush made by the enemy
on the works of Lient. Pawlus Meno............ but they were driven off
without any loss to us. There then came 4 of His Majesty’s envoys to
ascertain the cause for the firing, which was explained to them. They
were then conducied to our works and shewn the need for 400 or 300

Coelifs.

“The Yacht Popkensburgh now brought us interesting news from

Vingurie, namely that the Vice Roy [and .3 others] had been
poisoned, that after a long and heated debate for 2 days, Manuel Mas-
carenbas Homem, Ex-Governor of Ceylon, was elected Vice Roy by 2
majority, but the nobles and Fidalfos on being outvoted refused gub-
misggion [The names of 11 of these are given as having been trangport-
ed in chaing to Porfugaal or “confied in gaol”.] The letter also stated
that “‘some of the wealthier merehants had also taken thig opportunity
of clandestively departing, with the bulk of their fortunes............ The
Portuguese Soldiers were also shewing “an abhorrence of Ceylon,
partienlarly ag it wasg then a bad season,’so-algo the Moorsche crew
whom they employ as rowerg.” To over come this reluctance “Homzefn
produced a forged letter corresponding in even respect with the hand-
writing of Anthonio de Souza Covlinho............... to deceive the poor
inhahitants into the belief that with the assistance of the Emperor the
Hollandzrs had been overthrown.”

The ringing of bells and illuminations were ordered “and svery
other manifestation of joy and hilarity, which were continucd frr3
whole days...................how delusive were all these demonstrations of
JOV..cii... for there was no taking of hares with unwilling dogs.”......

“The ordinary news from this quarter [Goal is that...... ithe Chief

of Winguria was of opinion that aid had better be pogtponed till April
by which time if no certain information is received of of the capture
of Columbo not only 20 or 30 frigates, but a large fleet of lighters and
as many men algo as the Garrison of Goa could gpare could at once
start for Columbo.... ...

NOTE

1, Guic de Lobo. Rev, 8. G, Perera (op, cit. p 40) says this was a corraption |
of the word Guadelupe, which was also miscalled Adgoadelupe and trans- -

lated into Dutch as Wolvendaal i,e. dale of Wolves,
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THE XXXIII. CHAPTER

Letlers of the General the and Emperor — Avrvival of several fugiiives
~The general’s journey to meet His Inperial Magjesty.

- “On the 30th March a large band of Portugezen in 2 vessels called
Manchous crossed the lake and caused alarm to our men working at
the gate Mapane.........but were obliged to retreat...... On the same day
2 fishing canoes were brought in by our Sailors with 5 fishermen......
and later another cance with 4 fishermen, As the number of thege
captives had now risen to 15 they were under trumpet-soundings

. publicly sold as slaves.”

“There now arrived in Camp on 1Ist April His Majesty’s Chief
Dissaves of Ouwve and Vier' Corles with a letter beautifully made up
and properly sealed......... and were received with more than ordinary
honours.” Having expressed appreciation of the generals readiness
to help and of hig gincerity it proceeded “I now despatch the Dissaves
of Ouwva and Vier Corles to conduct Your Excelleney hither ... ...
but not before Your Excellency is satisfied with arrangements made
for the safety of my Army and of my Hollanders, for T have entrusted
the former to vour gound judgement and ecare. May God, with his
divine blessing safely lead you before my wighful sight, when these
my eyes will leap for foy, and to hear all Your Excellency will have
to say will be sweet music to my ears......... *

“Before the General’s departure two 12 pounders were lifted on to
the battery facing 8%. Joan, Unfortunately the very next day one of
our sailors was shot on it : the wonder is that though the same ball had
shivered the hat of one of our goldiers he escaped further injury”,

On the 5th the General left the Camp, with a suitable retinue. the
Governor Adrian Vander Meyden, Major van der Faan and other
officialg accompanying him some distance. Further on certain Cour-
tiers met him and offered for his uge “three richly caparisoned horges
...... ..and five beautifully tusked elephants.” “A large body of nobles
and other high dignitaries’ also arrived to greet the General and
inquire after his health.” Nearing “the Ammelang® or Rest Housge of
the Royal Camp’ he was met by the '"Principal Chiefs of the Conrt in
His Majesty’s name, accompanied by nnmerous soldiers and others,
ineluding talpet? bearers, trumpeters and musicians : there were algo 11
elephants and 2 stately horses, whose saddles and bridles were most
artfully decorated with gold and costly jewels”. Thia procession
“moving between a double file of musketeers and avchers then reached
a house which had been made ready for him. Ttswalls were all covered
with lipen and its bedrooris decorated with costly gold brocades”.
Meanwhile as tokens of rejoieing “‘a fun-fair wag in progress and small
guns and mugkels” were being discharged,

The Emperor then sent to inquire after the health of the general,
who “regponded with all becoming courtesy and also expressed anxiety
to meet his far-famed Majesty as early as possible, owing to the impor-
tant duties he had on hand,” The Bmperor was, however, too ill to
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receive him that day having had to be “bled in the arm.” The genex_*al
expressed his sympathy but also emphasised ithe urglent Heed for
returning to Columbo. The Emperor replied expressing the _sa.d
digappointment in my heart and it seems it has pleased Gr_od_ to prder it
%0, to avoid Your Excellency the unpleasantness of witnessing my
indigposition and poor state of health......... :..Y011r ) Excellency may
now prepare to visit me as soon at my instructions reach you to-
morrow.”...... o

NQTES TO CHAP. XXXIT,

1. Vier. Dutehfor “*Four.”
9. Ammelangie. “‘Ambalama”, (Sinhalese for “‘resiing place™)
3, Talpet ie. talipot palm fans or Sunsereens

THE XXXIV CHAPTER -

The stately receeption of the General—He appears before His Mugesty—

Details of what passed between thewn— The General's return o Lis g

encampment—IHis deplorable end.

“Iu the afternoon whilst the General was at dinner there were some -

preparations being made on the other side of the river......... There then
crossed over to us some of His Majesty's prominent Chiefs inviting the
General on hbehalf of His Majesty to the Court. Orders were then
immediately given for the main Guards and the gifts to be ferried over the
" river. The General quickly followed, accompanied by his suite. On

reaching the opposise bank they were met and welcomed by the Dissaves -

of Ouva and Matule, the Captain of His Majesty’'s Body guard and
other leading officers of State.”

“They then proceeded in the following order: the General’s Main -

and Body guard in front : there were trailed low on the ground 15 of the
Tunemy's capburad hanners, followed by His Majesty's horses and his
musicians......... 5 tusked elephants with their keepevs......... and &
numerous body of musketeers, iingals® ete. Affer the procession had
now erossed a bridge we entered the courtyard of the Palace when the
gate was then made fast. Our people then came to a spacions park
where there was a prepared hall, also called “Mandance”,® on the

western side of which His Majesty was seen seated in a Shate c}}a.ir in.
great splendour on & platform. Before our people eould reach this hall
down want all the great men of state flat, with their faces to the ground,

three times doing obeisance, while our people sank on their knees, when
His Majesty waved his hands as a signal'for them to rise. 'We then
approaehed the Throne, which was adorned in imperial stylo _Wlth coslly
gold broeades and rich carpets, 3 and our men went on their knees a

gecond fime, as is the Rastorn custorn. His Majesty then rose from his__
geat and standing upright, bade the General approach, when i

Ezcelleney addressed him thus i
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.. “Mighty monarch, it is with inexpressible delight that one of the
least of your servants now approaches your Imperial Throne. Ido so
relying on your known moderation and innabe goodness of heatt.........
I came here to renew and strengthen the hond of friendship which now
happily exists between your esteemed Majesiy and the Nederlardtsche
nabtion......... I readily confess that many and varied were the misunder-

- standings between Your Majesty’s servants and those of the widely

renowned Company but Your Majesty now sees our indefatigable efforts
to eradicate for your lands, at the cost and sacrifice of such astream of
Christian blood, our common enemy......... it will be our aimin future by

out achions 50 convinee Your Majesty of our sineerity and
uprightness.”........

“His Majesty now seemed highly satisfied and requested the General

80 rise which he advisebly heeded not but proeeeded to offer His Majesty

a present which though in “itself of no intrinsic value is yes hold in high
estieem by great Potentates and Monarchs, It consisied, he continued,

of some enemy Standards, under the auspices of which Your Majesty’s
subjects have for so many years groaned.”

‘The BEmperor now being desirous of making the General a present
he then “on His Majesty’s request neared the Throne and knelt on a
cushion and respectfully holding his hands kissed them, observing that
he had now reached the summit of his glory. His Majesty then took a
Grarganiinho * or gold chain and passed it round the General’s neck”.
He next presented him with a ring “as a keepsake’® which he placed on

‘the middle finger of his left hand, which the General observed, ‘‘though

defaced by his enemies he would feel was now faultlessly restored. He

~then roge and having retired backward s few steps fo a carpeted space’

begged to mention the purpose of his vigit, which was “to ascerbain

_ whether it was His Majesty's pleasure to abide by the stipulations of

the old contract entered into with admiral Westerweldl”, assuring him

‘that the same would be “religiously observed and maintained on our part,
.whereupon His Majesty replied that he was fully satisfied with this

assurance”. -The (General was then requested to approach the Throne a

.second time when he received “'a Golden Garter which His Majesty said

was what his Son the Prince used himself.

“The General then ordered that our presents be brought in””. These
consisted of 15 Enemy Banners “which weve despitefully flung on the

floor and covered with a White Shield which had belonged tothe great

Portugecschen Captain dnthonio Mendes &' Aravha and a Moorish
Sword with an agate hilt inlaid with gold”. Other presents for the
Emperor included Persian horses and sheep, Persian bows and arrows
with richly embroided guivers, and hunting dogs. For the Prince were
offered “ 1 stately Persinn horee, 2 fowling piecez with peculiarly
twisted barrels” and other articles of value, including “1 Swine Stone®
designated Pedra de Porco and 1 log of sandalwoed.” -

.. The General then menfioned to the Emperor his need for coalijis or
lahourers, “‘the use for which they were required he could not openly
declare.” Ail Courbiers and others in the Hall were then requested to
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withdraw, when the General with jhe aid of "his two Interpreters
Jorgen Blom and Coltemaley had a quarter-hour conversation with the
Emperor,” ab the close of which “after a most friendly and courbeous
farewell, the Genersl.was conducted hack to his quarters.” '

Ck

In the evening Joigen Blom was despatched to the Emperor’s Camp
“'with two robbers who had for a long time helped Casper Figeiro”,
Before returning Blom was "honoured with the gift of a small gold
chain and & ring”’.

The (General returned to Colombo on the 9th of April and on the
next day was busy inspevting the defences. To aid the quicker
demolition of & rampart he “snatehed an iron bar and boldly trod onward
with it, setting thereby an example to others.” The enemy now began
to hurl into our galleries firepots, stinkpots, bundles of faggots strongly
impregnated with tow and pitch......... The General then took hold of &
pitich fork and with his body partially hared went out upon the gallery
and was busily doing away with the offensive missiles, but almost
immediately was seen to return erying "O God, give way, give way.”
He was found to be bleeding profusely from a wound below his right
shoulder, caused by o ball from a mugket or requermart.

In a few moments he breathed his last. “Such was the deplorable
¢nd,” says Baldeus, “of this Bminent Warrior in the bloom of life. Hse
was a gentleman of good descent, of exceedings sound judgement, nof
only possessing a thorough knowledge of qurispruden and military acts
and Tackics bub algo will vorsed in Theology... ... Affable and frie.mdly,
eloguent and skilled in languages, tall in stature and well-proportioned,
humble, alert and extremely industrious. In a word, Nature and
Practice had implanted in his breast such a happy combinatign of
gualities as can only be met with in comparatively few on this side o'f,
our world of imperfections, But death, unrelenting death spafes none.

NOTES TO CHAPTER XXXIV

1. Jingals. A Hindustani word for a breech-loading gun fired frem a rest.

3, Mandance. Heydt {op. cit p.) calls it “Mondour’’. Raven-Hart suggests it

is a dorraption of “Mudowa’’, Siuhalese for “‘pavilion”. Cf ‘‘Mondeliar”
for “'Modeliar’’,

3. Carpets. Baldeus says **Aleatijven”, in italies.
4 (Jargentinhe. Apparently 2 Portuguese word, indicating a massive chain.

5. Swine sione Baldeus’ word is ''verken-sieen”
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Raje S;Inga is informed of the General’s death— He sends his envoys
to the Camp—Adriaan van der Meyde succeeds the General—~d
Portugeesch Captain deseris to us.

“It was already night when the interpreter Jurgen Blom was
despatched with a letter informing His Majesty of thig lamentable

0CCUTIONCe......... It was resolved in Council to' have the bod
removed to Puniegale L '

The Dissave of Mafwle and other Courtiers soon arrived “to
oxpress His Majesty’s condolences for the loss of his well-beloved
Director-General and to ascertain whether it was to be ascribed to

" gome Llreachery or other, to accident or te the enemvy......... The

courtiery were gshewn the place where the sad ealamity had occurred,
cowering and trembling with fear as they neared,the spot. Whilst

- .leaving it they took away handfuls of earth, requesting that the spot

be not trodden upon again,”

“The General's remaing were placed above ground in a masonry
tomb where it lay till the year 1657, when the body was removed and
btiried.........on the right side of the pulpit. His Coat-of-arms, Sword
and Spurs were affixed to the Churech Wall near his grave.”

“In 1658 the hody was exhumed a second time and removed to
‘Columbo” where it wag deposited in a tomb.........on his tombstone is

- engraved the following verse, similar to the epitaph on the monuoment
© to hig memory in the old Church at Heemskerke in dmsterdam i

“Heroic Hulft, in himself a host,
Laid low thig town and its strongholds
To hig Fatherland yielding the honour
And for the Commonweal his life”

 The command of the forces was now taken over by the Governor

. f'Aclria(m van der Meyde,

On the 13th of April news was received form the merchant

- Leendert Jansz of Winguria that 22 frigates under the command of
. Francisco de Seiwa Qabreira * had left for Columbo and steps were

accordingly taken to intercept the fiotilla, but in the evening the Yacht
Viisstngen arrived with the report that it had met the flotilla, sunk

-one frigate and made prisoners of its captain and 16 Portugezen, the

other frigates escaping.

At night “a Poréugeschen Captain Nicholas de Mora,a Fidalgo......
who had escaped {from Goa} by means of a small boat arvived. The
Governor was seen to have a few hours privaie conversation with

“him.”

'Jm*gen Blom also now returned with a letter from the Emperor

‘dated the 15th. It referred in most affectionate terms to the late

general and recommended resignation to the will of God. It also
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dtated that in acecordance with custom “his successor should make hig
personal appearance before the Monarch, not only to be confirmed to
him but also to receive hiz benediction” The Kmperor alzo declared his
desire to confer on the Governor “much honour and favour” and
wished to be informed of the date when he proposed to vigit the Royal
Camp ‘so that every honour might be paid to your Excellency on the
road.”

“*A further letter dated the 18th -was also received. In thig the
Emperor expresses his delight at the dispersal of the Portuguese
flotilla and opines that “'since Manoel Mascarenhas Homen, now at the
helm of the Government of Gfoa has suffered many reproaches and
injoatice at the hauds of the rebels while he was at Columbo he from
gpite did not order out the long-expected aid......... a

The mention in Your Excelleney’s. letter of the name of the late -

Director-General revived in me an acute sense of pain and sorrow......
-It ig therefore my desire that you will be pleased to forward the jewels
which the said Director-General had received as gifts from my
Tmperial hand to his land to his nearest relations that they might
thereby be convineed of the unfeigned regard I always had for him......

1 fain would be made acqunainted with Your Excellency’s views for |

taking the Tort......... I request that the naval Captain who dispersed

the Enemy's flotilla and sank one of their frigates in my service -

accompany Your Excellency when you come so that I might know
and see him.” .

Meanwhile more deserters had arrived, and it was algo learnt that

“the poor starving ones turned out from the Fort had destroyed them-

g5olvesS. i ins and thab two women had devoured the very fruitg of their

womb,”

Another demand for surrender was now made by the Governor:
who informed the Captain General of the recent Dutch suecesses and !

urged him to avoid bringing more misery on “an already suffering

people”. Coutinho answered by referring the Governor to his previons .
reply and repeated his "determination to defend the Fort to the ntmost

of my power for the service of my Master the King.”

“Yeeing that it was now necessary to take more cogert action to :

‘reduce the enemy's obduracy our batterieg-opened a destructive fire dn
their Fort and defences’. ‘ :

NOTE TO CHAPTER XXXV

1. Cabreirg. Pieris (The Dutch Power p.p. 231, 266) says that Cabreira, ﬁed'-_
with the whole fleat, leaving only one single galleon to face the enemy, and:

that the Queen of Portugal wunted him —and also Gereral Antonio de

Sousa — to be “‘conveyed to Portugal, where they will be arranged bhefore:

tha High Conrt of Justice™.
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Influz: of deserters— Letter' of Raja  Singa— Godskens sent lo the
Emperor— Resolulion for assauwlt on the Fort—Deferred for a time—
g Arrival of succour from Batavia! C

‘ “There came over on the Zlst April 7 Lascoriins, who ¢
information that “the Burgers and soldiers had prote:sted that §§Z§
could no longer hold out with their smali allowanee of rice and that it
was then resolved in Council to inerease it to & measure per day to
"'Bm*gey"s and soldiers and % measure to the Toepas and Lascorijns.”

- On the 23:‘51 another letter was received from the Emperor. I
expresse@ appreciation of “my loyal Hollanders who have come oub from
ssuch a disbant land and have for these three months past subjected
-themsslves to much hardship and privation and the shedding of much
‘blood” and again intimated his intention to come "‘and see with delight a]l
the great works which have been wrought there to advance my interests”
.The letter made special reference to the “great Captain van der Laaw:

weess-Who has often shed his blood and loaded his hody with the
snemy’s bullets,”

© “The plans for taking the Fort I have duly congi i
- GOupoil but the words in which they are sta.ﬁedy are iildzrzirxgg 31':;11(3{
foreign language......... You say that T had better atbend the Camp after
“the Fort has been faken but then what will there be for me to do or see
:8ave the fulfilment of such of the articles as might have been agreed upox;
on thc? occasion ?  The late Director-General has pledged his word to me
to deliver the Fort into my hands no sooner ifi is taken. He added that
< he had thought of himgelf writing “to those in the Fort, but as I thought
they would reply o me in their usual haughty and puffing ]a,ngilage I
. desisted.” ' o

With th.is leter was also enclosed ‘one for tho Sabandhar? of Galle
: 1t thanked him for the “'civilities you invariably showed the late Directoi:
~General” and also requested him to ‘“‘inform His Excellency the
i-Goyernor that we are rauch at a loss here for a pair of bellows and an
ffanwl.........also a few quires of blank paper and some porecelain”,

- On the 24th there arrived a Toupas deserter, Lazaro Henrico who

ha.q once before deserted to us......... and later stepped over to the enemy
- again.” This time he brought a letter from “the merchant Manoel
-?Foncegue de Monigs” to Major van der Laan “respecting the situation
- in the Fort. Youare warned undey no cireumstances to prepare to sborm
A It is yvamoured here that General Hulft is dead......... take good
‘care of the bearer of this letter and see to hig safety, for I intend also to

" Blip over to you, but could not ai present attempt it, hed
.-am by striet guards......... pr 1 hodged ahout as I

“In ovder to obviate further troubls from this Toepas it was thought

' prudent to detiain him on board a ship.”
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“There now leff the Camp for Reygamwatte, the. merchant
Ysbrandt Godskens, who retorned goon affer...... ...and sbated that His
Majesty wes gquite sabisfied with the Resolution of 21st April but
preferred that the projected storming he deferred till Sunday the last day
of the month......... S : ' ".

“It was now resolved in the forsnoon of the 27th April to scale the
walls of the Fort the following night with the aid of all who would
volunteer......... and by the evening when every man was ab his post an
earnest and humble supplication was made to the Almighty for success,
The instructions given to each of the leading Officers in writing for their
obsarvance at the risk of losing their rank were mainly these :—that all
sngaged in the assault must handle the ladders themselves......... There
shall be a mixed body of men employed in this assauli, Javanen,
Bandanezen, with the Lascarijns and Toepassen and some Europianen...

“The projeet was then communicated to His Majesty without loss'
of time, DBut thers being a difference of opinion that night in the
Couneil as to the feasibility of an undertaking of such magnitude. the
attempt was deferred......... : o

“When the Council was closed & Lascorijn from the Bastion S. Jan
side brought information that this very evéning ‘‘30 robust and brave
men, who are calied Valignions, and other soldiers had just re-inforced
the ordinary guard on the Bastion St. Stephen, one of our Javan
deserters being therefore suspected of having informed the enemy of our

. intentions.” : .

On the night of 28th April as the result of a reconnaissance it-was
reported that the defences [of Bastion 8. Steven] were very eclosely
watched and that, the ground being mere dry sand, no ascent could be
made to it. : ’ ' i

On the 29th “heart-cheering news was received from the Commander
of the yacht Leewwin” that he had forced the enemy’s ships to withdraw
to some nooks of the Tuiecorijnsche islands” “Informaticn was also
received from Batavia that 225 soldiers had taken ship for Ceylon.......

“At this time a lebter also reached us which was thrust out from
the Ditch of the Fort and couched in Latin” from sergeant Severiin
Dolander, a captive Netherlander. Tt informed his “late subaltern
Officer” that he and his comrades were “‘as it were half in the grave and
there are but a few left......... There ig great scarcify amongst ng of bread
wine and meat......... Our Corndeularius * has nearly reached the gates

of death, but with a little bread and wine we might eseape it.........Wa’

beseech for the love of God that we might be supplied therewith......
please give them to the previously mentioned Priest who is most faith-
ful to us. God preserve you.” . . L

NOTES TO CHAPTER XXXVI _
1. Sabandar Usnally the Harbour Master or Receiver, but the expression was
alse used of the chief of a District, (Paulusz “Recret Minutes’’ p.175)
Cornieularius  1n Roman times a soldier who had won the eerniculum (o 1ittle
horn). D W F {CLR (1895) p 179) thought the word referred to an *‘assistant
officer’” and points out that Chirrehill's translator juistook the word. for a
surname and prefixed to it *“Mr"! : ' B :

[

.of Spanish wine,
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B Shipﬁ to Tutecorijn — Raja Singa disconcerted — Erchange of
- prisoners — The  Emperor's lotters — Scaling of EBastions
' S, Joan and 8. Steven. at great risk of life.

" When the aforementioned letter had now been submitted to the
:Council and the enemy’s eritical situation near Twiecorijn was realised
‘the following yachts were despatched thither......... »

A lgt-ter wag algo written and Jespatched to our poor prigoners in
Columbo in rerly to theirs. It said “* Yours through the Priest came
pafe to hand......... 48 earnestly regunested by you here come one flask
10 fresh Toaves of bread, a piece of beef and pork.
Tl}e money and things received have been safely handed to Captain

Simon de Souza who with some Caleturesche prisoners is safely kept
on board a ship. One of onur sentries was this forenoon spoken to
from the Bastion 8, Joan......... when the General Anthonio do Souza
COoutinho was assured that no sooner he releases you we shall deliver
to them ten of their men captured at Caleture...... . '

His Majesty now returned one of our letters (apparent]y‘much

“displeased)......... the contents were as follous :—* Your letters to the

addrqss of some of my Chiefs have been received........, [the letter
proceeds “to approve the action taken by Major VanderLaan with
regard to some deserters fromh Colombe whom a Modliar Jazondere,

“had been treating too indulgently at the Camp Mapane ]

- *But the letter brought to me by Curupele Meynde, written on

. half a sheet of paper......... I am not a little surprised at the temerity of

George ™ for having written the leiter and it was moreover incumhent

‘on the Governor to have taken notice of it, nor was it consistent with
:the knowledge and acquirements of a pergon who gerves great Kings.

It'-is for ti}esa reasons I now return the letler with the ola......... you
will explain the contents to His Ezcellency, word for word.” -

[The Governor wrote back eXxpresgsing repret for the unintended

¢ discourtesy, as appears from a letter of the Emperor dated the 6th of

May. Baldaeus himself comments on * the little inadvertence’ and

: }"ecogniges that there was good reason for Baja Singa’s annoyance
- Knowing as we then did the strict adherence of the Cingalezen and
. Malabaren to such punetilios.”

. “In the evening the Poriugezen sent out from the Fort 8 of our
prisoners. ' They were so weak, famished and emaciated that three of
them coqld neither walk nor stand......... that out of 74 prisoners
most of them perished for lack of proper food......... [The reasonsg

_ given by these § men for the failure of the siege have been referred to

earlier],
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“On the 4th of May the following letier was received from
Raja Singa Rajow:— It is now nearly three years since Captain
Joris Hervendonk and some other officers from the Low-Country
came and offered me their services, my Imperial Pergon having then
understood that their contracts with the Honourable Company had
expired [The lettér proceeds to say that the Kmperor had been obliged
to deprive Hervendonk of his postand “to confer it on Frans Has,
who wad then the bearer of some letters.to my Court. As-this person
too had-for some time been associated with the Porfugezen he had i
would seem acquired their principles and forgotten the breeding and
good mannerg of the Hollanders......and I deemed it expedient to re-
ingtate Joris Hervendonk......... My Dissave will give your Excellency
an account of it and much more on your arrival at my Court™.. ...

* “1itis a notorious and admitted fact”, resumes Baldens, ' that
there had existed in Kandy when Joris Hervendonk and Frans Hos
were there much discord and strife, which were by all ascribed to the
doings of the former.........So0 that Frans Has was detained by His
Majesty till 1656 and perhaps was never allowed to returp touns.  Such
dealings tend to cause disputes between a Christian and Pagan Prinees,
who are proneé to listen to and eneourage all unfavourable stories and
are proporticnately severe in retribution.”...... !

On the 6th of May another letter from the Emperor was received,
It acknowledged the General's Letier of the 3rd in which regret had
bean expressed for having used a half sheet of paper in writing to him.
“Of all aliens and foreigners I have chosen the Hollanders for the
aggrandisement of My Fame, State, Crown and Kmpire because of
of their fidelity and uprightness... Whenever therefore 1 see them
commit the slightest wrong it grieves me to the heart ... My late well
beloved and much esteemed Director General had in the short time
ho was in My Empire done all necessary things without any mistakes,..
and has left behind a patiern as it were of the course to be followed

in My Bervice...

“You also suggest the advizahility of making another attempt.on

.the Fort of Columbo... I shall, God helping me, be at Your encamp-

ment by Sunday nexi. Should Your Excellency consider it adviseable

to await my arrival, well and good: if not and you see the need for an

earlier attack and have sufficient confidence that the Fort could he

taken without risking Our fame and reputation I wounld take it with
all good will... )

“Hver gince the death of my Director General T have 'stopp'ed
the beating of drums in my Camp, but as I now expect to move some-
what nearer the Enemy it will be necessary to make use of them and

all other kinds of instruments on the road and on my arrival at Your

" encampment, I thought if proper to so advise Your KExcellency
Nothing further, ' :
God shield Your Excellency .
(Stgned) RATJA BINGA RajoUu,

Great and Mighty Emperor of Ceylon’
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“On receipt of this Letter it was resolved in Courlncil t
o carry the
Fort by Storm on the 7th of May and especially t ak i
attack on the Battery 8, Joan. ¥ v o make & determined

. A humble supplication was then made to the Lord of Hosts for
His Blessing, It was about 7o’ clock of the Tth day of the Bth month
_that the attack and scaling of the wall was begun, when Marien
Seholies, late Lientenant of de Gaalsche infantry. and now a Captain
renowned for his martial deeds in former (ingalesche and Malabars.
the wars was ‘the. first hero who gallantly elimhed up the wall followed

by the rest of his force.... By the constant throwing of fire pdts the
'.—Rel_zloubt was set on fire. Our brave but wearied men were now
relieved by fresh hands and by the evening when their fire had some-

-what ceaged; the wall of the rampart facing the Fort was made secure

by an enclosure of fagcines and earth, - Man

of
however, killed and wounded Y our people were,

cun

.- ‘At the commencement of the atiack we were -ioj

Lingalesche soldiers ...and a large body of Lasco-r'a'jn']smiii lzgn;l;g
more to create noise and confusion than to be of any real ser'ﬁee to us
fora O"fngazescke is a precious soldier over a fallen foe, and would even.
after killing a man infliet on him ten wounds, and he flaming -after

bouty, rending the air with cries, and so frequently doi
than good.” . 1 ¥ doing more harm

L e Every effort was now made during the night to strengthen our
position and a false alarm was raised at midnight. In the morning
however, tq our inexpressible joy the Prince’s Flag was planted on the:
bolwark... if ever a place of defence was conquered in India. at the cost
of human blood it was this, which was later (not without reason)

. 1 + g ) ) : 7
named “ Victoria” and now stands as a superb maugolenm of departed

.W-ort}i as_we’ll as a Tower of Triumph... A search was then made for
the Enemy’s powder and there were dug up from underground 6 small

- guns and 3 metal bassen®.  After a careful coinputation there were

‘fo_und 290 wounded, 80 sick and 86 killed... in the aggregate there was
now lgft a force of 1287 effective men. Among the killed were the
fgllowmff oﬂi(c}:_iars whose names are fit to be eternally recorded[ 9 names
are mentioned| ... and among the wounded Maior J: m in hi

for . chenidon.. Jor Jan de Laam in his

NOTES T0O OHAP., XXXVII

'l.,” Gem'ge ie Joris Blom, who was Translator and Interpreter.

Bassen. The Translator in a marginal note ealls them "‘pedereros, or Patts

areros”; which are npparently Portuguese words.
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The 3rd, 4th, Gth and 7th Articles requested that due consideration
_and respeci be shown to the “Generals Anthonio de Souza Coutinho
and Francisco de Melo de Cagtro and the gon of the former”, the chief
Captain of the Garrison, the Capiteyn Moor,® the Senior Merchant, the
Sergeant Major, Captains of infantry and of the Reformed,® the
Ovidoor,* the judge and other fupetionaries. of the Ghamber, the
Koopmam %, the dicade Moor®, the Directors of the King’s goods, all
nobles, Chevahers. Puncxpal Burgers and other inhabitants.”
Permigsion to remove “all movable property... ..... together with all
their servants and. Porfugesche Pages, all paid servants and male and

female slaves” was also requested. The Council acceded to these
requests, ‘

Gruns on S. Joan turned against the Fort—The Portugezen proposed
Treaty — Their terms—The conditions accepled lo —-Ratz’ﬁcatzon——
I)epcwtm ¢ of the Por tugezern

“By the 10th of May we had.so far gained the advantage over the
‘Enemy as to be able to train our guns from the corquered battery
§. Joan on the Fort......... Tn the afternoon when His Execellency. and
Major Joan vander Laan went to inspect the conquered battery there
appeared under the beat of a drum and a flag of Truce Captain Manodl
Cabreira de Ponles”, who brought a letter from general Coufinko
asking for “‘an assurance in writing, ‘m order to detach from thm
garrison 3 leading persons to treat. with Your Excelleney on matters of
great importance”. The Captain, having accepted the Magors word
that the letter would be delivered to the Governor, withdrew “for the
time, when a cess;tlon of arms took place”. After nearly twe hoursit .
wag learnd that “'the envoys were aw‘nung the Governors reseript,
which was immmediately forwarded to them.” Meanwhile “it began to
get dark, when they excused themselves as they were not wont to be
absent from the garrison at night, so we resorted to armsg again®,

The 13th Article requested that the sick and wounded should be
cared for until re-established in health This was agreed to.

. The 8th and 9th articles dealt with “all merchants and foreign
traders, whether Whites or Blacks...... ...all Black Inhabitants of the

Town, whether marriéd or single and all Foreigners of whatever Hace
OF Oaste

. .The Council agreed to allow them “the same freedom as allowed
to the other officers’ unti] they conld “leave the place for the opposite
coast.”

The next morning the Porfugezen Deputation arrlved and
presented in Council the proposed Artlcles of Capitulation, 14 in
number, which were then considered "'by the Governor and his Council
in the name and on hehalf of His Lmperial Majesty of Ceylon, the Lords
of the States General of the United Netherlands,the Directors of the
Honourable East India Company and His Excellency Joan Mantzuyker
and the Supreme Council of India.”

The 10th article referred to “Modliars, Aratchies and Lascorijng
who had lutherto served the King of Portugaal”. The Council

- gunaranteed . every congideration and favour and that they would. be
treated as our own people”.

Articles 11 and 12 requested that “the crime of the Poa fugeesch
Simon Lopes de Basto who had served with the Hollanders for a while
and subsequently stepped over to us should be forgiven him, as alse
the migeonduet and erimes of all Hollanders who have joined us‘.‘-
The Couneil’s Reply contained no reference to this request.

[The sal1ent points of the Portuguese proposals and the answers
made to them are snmmarised below].

The 7th article had algo requested for “‘all Nobles, Chevaliers,
Principal Burgers of the town 1ncludmg the mearried, and the 1nhab1-
tants® full civil and religious rights and “the same Indulgence as to the
Garrison and Field Officer” and that any who were “willing to abide
under the authority of the Nederlandtsche Government should be left i in
undisturbed possession of their land, houses and goods and other
posgessions and be treated as natural born Nedeyr landers”. This was
agreed to, but with regard to property “‘in the event of ‘their quitting
the placé the matier was then to be left to'the diseretion of His
Excellency the Governor,” as also the cases of natlve mhdbltants

Article 1 had asked for only atemporary “cessation of arms’ an_d
the option that if Portuguese reinforcements arrived by the 20th, “any
conditions now agreed to Bhd.ll be considered null and void”, The
Council replied that the garrison ‘‘must gurrender on the 12th May
hefore noon under the following conditions, with no delay or guali-
fications.” The Governor also reserved the right to warn any -
Portuguese ships which might arvive "'to quit the harbour upon paro]e :
until they are out of sight.” '

The 2nd Artiele had stipulated that “'in the event of surrender our -
(thurches and Images shall be regarded with all reverence” and fer the :
right “to remove all images, relics, sacred vessels, eilver lamps,
ornaments and all movahle property.” This request was granted and
“two suitable places of worship against the time of their departure”
were also promised, :

‘The 5th article had alse- requested that  the: Officers - when
evacuating the -Fort shounld be permitted to wear. their Badges of
Honour and that the troops should maveh out with “the heat of drors;
flying 'banners, lighted match-cords” and loaded muskets,” This
request was granted but it was also required that the goldiers should,



¢ %2 )

“proceed to His Excellency the Governor’s Quarters and there lay
down their arms urder the Standard.” : :

" The 14th -article had requested that after the surrender no
disvespect or incivility be offered. The Council replied that “All
officers, the married, the soldiers and unmarried women  would -be
ander theé protection of His Excellency the Governor” :

" The Dutch reply was signed by Adrican van der Meyde, Goverticr
Major Jan van der Laan and 3 other Counecillors, Later in the day,
on 12th May ‘‘the gentlemen Deputies within the preseribed tinie
reappeared with a full and complete Resolution of their General
Anthonio de Souza Coutinho ard his counnectl, bringing with them:the
Articles of Capitulation which had been accepted by them.” Both
parties then signedthe Articles,the Dutch undertaking to observe them
i. e. “without the least infraction theteof and to shew all practicable
indulgence begides.”

The riext day the Portuguese Deputies again ap p"ea.red ”v'vithl a
létter from both the generals in favour of the ‘deserter Stmon Lopes.”
[ Whether any reply was sent to this appeal Baldeus does not say.]

After the mid-day meal the merchant G'odskens and the secretary
van Rhee proceeded-to the Fort to take charge of its keys and to secure
all stores and the powder magazine from any outbreak of fire, :

The Portuguese troops then evacuated the ort and “‘proceeded to
the Goverhor's guarters where they laid down -their arms...;.....-Then
followed in a body the Burgers, the sick and wounded and the I?m_e’_’
' IThis sceneis also mentioned in Chap. IV in these terms “with
bleading - hearts did we behold the fallen captix_f‘es pass through. the
gates as prisoners, gomwe limping from old age......J :

“*Our Troops were now marched to the Fort......... To the beach,
hard by the Couras there came both the Generals (venerable old men)
with their suite to meet ‘the Governcr, with much ecivility “and
politeness........ .By the evening the Prince qugs wag planted on the
Water Castle and the digcharges of our guns announced equally our
Triumph and the loss of a stronghold of the King of Poriugaal, which
for strength can vie with any Furopaeische defences.........The Lord
God from whom cometh Victory, His name be blessed and praised for
evermore. ‘On the Sunday following, the 14th, a sermon of . Thanks-
giving was preached by the Rev. Francisco Wiyngaaris, our worthy
colleague of the same island in the Church of 8. Franctsco, now called
the Stadls Kerke, e
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NOTES TO CHAPTER XXXVIIL:

1. Articles. Bualdens also published » Dutch translation of a Portuguese
account of the surrender of Colombo (v, Jouroal of the D.B. U, Vol,
XLIL) ‘The writer of this acconnt says *'the drawing up of the Articles
of Treaty was done withio a few hours......... and, as may well be suspected,
were in such form as not to merit the appellation of Articles of the kind.”

2. Capiteyn Moor, v under Chap XVTI

3 The Reformed .  The Trauslutor in o parenthesis sayz “the Reformed are
- they whose troops or companies being broken are continned on whole or half

pay. They preserve the right of seniority and continue inthe way of
preferment.’. : :

"4 Quidoor. Pieris (The DutchPower in Ceylon p. 196) has *'Elders, Vereadors

Judges, Civil Officers, Keepers of His Majesty’s property and members of
the courh of Justice’’. The word “*veadoor'™ has been used by Baldeus, in
Chap XXXTII, but not “vereador™.

+B. Koepman ie Merchant, Chief merchant presumably

6, Aleade Moor “Aleade” was o Bpanish title fora judicial officer, but the

Transiator’s parentbesis says “Enights of a Spanish Military Order who
gained great honour during the wars with the Moors,”™ : .

7 Matehoords. Baldeus' word is Lo, which Raven-Hart says in *Heydt's

" Ceylou”, p 204, means “slow mateh of o matchlock gun : not a toreh, as in
Lewis". Anthonisz (opeit p. 160y eally them "‘match-cords”.

THE XXXIX. CHAPTER.

.A'nté'gmfty of the. Town ol Columbo, its foundation laid by the

Portugezen—Their contesis with the Moors and their  conguests—

o Strengthening of the Town of Columbo —Raia Singa dissalisfied.

" . {The major part of this Chapter, as will be seen from the above

- cutline. of Contents, deals with the first attempts of the Portuguese to

possesst hemselves of Colombo. The facty related here have already

been in eorporated into the abridgement of Chap. II. TIiisonly the

concluding paragraphs of chap. XXXIX, therefore, that we now
proceed to summarise] ,

...There were found at the time of the surrender of the Fort

to us 6 or 7 lasts of damaged rice which had stood the test of time long
“enough, some bales of cinnamon, a quantity of sound and damaged
"‘wrecanuis, 24 frigates of which 9 were later destroyed), 1500 guilders
"in cash, 33 packages of clothes, 25 wmetal bells..... ...0n ‘the batteries

were 60 brass and 68 iron gung with a mortar piece and 6 Dassen, alsgo
10,000 cannon balls of various calibres and weights, 6,500 pounds of
good and 1,150 pounds of damaged gunpowder and a gnantity of nitre
and sulphur, Thus we have now become Masters of Columbo.........
[We now quote from Chap. XLI] we cannot omi to allude to the high
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opinion the Porfugesen had of that unsurpassable apple of their eye,
the Fort of Columbo. They boasted high everywhere that if ever the -
Hollander had to struggle hard it was here they would meet witha
decigive repulse and that neither the King of Fertfugaal nor the
Viceroy of Goa would ever permit such'a mother-defence to be violated -

by heretics.........

vveees...Thus ig the sacred Proverb verified that Pride goeth hefore
destruction and a haughty spirit before a fall......... but it is the strong
arm of the Almighty that exalts, for an example that none might

Iean but upon his God, the Rock of Israel......... God grant that such

might not be verified with ug, which eould happen were we to rely on:
our own individual gtrength and not on the Arms of the A]m]ghty.”

[To revert to Chap, XXXIX] “......... But Raja Singa began to
growl and was seeking for an opening to take ‘offence. He thus:

writes :—
Raja Singa Rajov etc.

Some strange news has reached me yesterday and the day befor

regarding the conditions on which the Periugezen must surrender the .
Fort......... Your Execellency shounld have informed me, but as this wag:
not done I gave no credence to the news, 1f, however, it be really so
......... be pleaged to acguaint me as early as possible of the terms of the ©

agreement expected to be eoncluded wiih them. I have in the lifetim

of my much-beloved Director General applied to him by letter for
something which was promiged me. Pray be mindful and do not lose

sight of it.”

[No reply® to this letter is here mentioned by Baldeus, but from:
a letter of the Emperor dated 21st May and reproduced in Ohap XLt
wonld appear that one wae sent which did not meet with the Emperor 5
approval,}

NOTES TO CHAP. XXXIX,

1. Reply. DPieris(op, cit. p. 203) states that van der Meyde by his letter of the :
14th of May explained that as the Portuguese '‘refused to treat directly with:
Your Majesty'’ the Duich entered into negotiations at once and took '* pos--

session of the town for Your Majesty.”’

( 8 )
THE XL. CHAPTER.
Punishment of several of our deserters— Raja Singa stops all sowrces
whence Hollanders obiain supplics— His letter of complaini— Capture
of several Poriuguesche Vessels - Raja Singa persecutes and plunders
the Company’s subjects.

“Tt was now deemed high time to make an example by the

‘punishment of our deserters for their crimes, Simon Lopes, 2 Poriu-
‘gees by birth, a great villain, was the first to ascend the seaffold
“This man though in receipt of a monthly salary of 50 guilders from. the
“Corapany thought it fit treacherously to desert our service and go over
‘to the enemy soon after our ill-suceess in the late storming....... Two
other Huropaenen whose names for good reasons we forbear to mention
‘shared the same fate, also another eulprit, after he had been pubilicly
~whipped.........

“From letters recéived from Raje Singa it was not difficultto

“make ount that he was then greatly offended.” Certain steps, therefore,
~which had been taken by the Book keeper Walraven Thomé of
 Montual 'to oppose the movements of the Dissaves of Owwva and the

4 and 7 Corles at Nacclegamme Pasg” were digapproved of and orders
P

“given not to impede the King's people at all if ‘they wished to pass
‘over to this side, but to shew all goodwill and attention.

“Raja Singa’s opposition now became daily more obvious, for we

‘found he was adopting all means for cutting off all our sources of-
‘supply from the interior of the country......... Tt was with much con-
“earn we also learnt that Cannangere A alchie, a trustworthy Servant
of the Honourable Company, had transferred his service to the King of

Kandy and that 90 of our deserting Maturesche Lascariing had been

“gent to Angrefotie.

-On May 22nd Vice Commodore Adriaan Reothaas arrived ‘“with

3 letter informing us that a Moorish Vessel had left Couchinn for
Columbo laden with all necessaries on the King's account” and that the
‘Dutch Ships off Goa were being supplied with provisions “by the in-

habitants of Caylpainam for payment and that the people there were

~anxiouns to see the Company re-establish itgelf in trade there.........”

A letter dated 21st May was now received from Raja Singa saying
‘My Imperial Person has laboured hard to have the Hollandfsche

Nalie intomy land......... I subdeed the Fortress. of Batecalo and made
~a'Treaty of Peace with the Hollanders, but after it had been ratified
~and attested some of your officers have not adhered to and complied
~with the conditions entered into.”

[The conduect of “Captain Bus-
chart Koks, commonly called Captain Cogue” and of ‘the Commigsio-

ner Pieter Kiest’” with regard to ‘one of my Dissaves to whom they had
to deliver the lands at Malwre” ig particularly instanced]. “Just about

'_this time there arrived in my realm my well-beloved Director-General
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armed with full power from Hollandt......... He verbally requested me
te banizh from my mind and forget all pagt misunderstandings and
digcontent and said he would give me every satisfaction, qualifying
this assurance in the name and on behalf of the Prince of Orange and
the Honourable Company and promising further to deliver into my
hands both the defences of Negombo and Columbe no sooner they
shall, under God, be subdued, leaving in them orly such small portion
of Hollanders ag may be deemed necesgary for my service and it was
on the strength of this agsurance that T have contributed everything
possible for the conquest of the Fort of Columbo by my Hollanders,
but since they have now become masters thereof the promise ig lost
gight of and forgoften, as is now daily experienced. Your Excellency
may (until the Prince of Orange and the Honourable Company shall be
made aware of these grievances) act just as you please, but those who
forget God and set at nought their plighted word will have to rue and
abide the consegquences. I rest confident that in my thus rebuking
Your Exeellency I have God on my side.” [The letter also referred
to a letter written by the Governor to George Blom, the Interpreter, in
which apparently it was contended that Hulft had received his autho-
rity from Batavia.] ‘“Your Excellency may go on writing guch a cock
and bull story to whomsoever you pleage but not to me certainly,
aware as I am that the Director General had his ecredentials from

Holland! . . .. George Blomn shall remain here, until I receive an answer .

to this letter'......... Attached to the letter was also one from Blom

which the King ''did not wish to be embodied in his own letter.,” Blom
also referred to Raja Singa's dissatisfaction of the subject of Colombo
and also reported as further grievances two other matters viz, 1, that !
“some of his rebellious subjects lurking in and about the Fort of .
Oolumbo including Gaspar Figeiro, who had commitied many wanton
outrages’ had not been delivered up to him, and 2. that “of gome
presents which had been sent to His Majesty by the Vice Roy of Goa

..... ....only a few things had been received by him......These were 2

Pergian cats and the model of a little ghip.”

“Thig communication drew from the Governor a very courtecns:
and respectful reply* vet Raja Singa knew no rest but retaliated with
a spirit of bitter antagonism towards the Nederlanders, yes, even with ¢
treachery, for the Counecil was informed by the Poriugezen Anihonin:
de Motte ane Manoel Fonseca de Monijs that the King had made seerei
overtures to them......... and go it was resolved not to admii in futore
any of the King's soldiers into the Fort except such only as shall come”

direct from His Majesty or hig Dissave on official business......

“On the morning of the 30th May there were seen off (Falkisse,
close to land, 4 frigates...... 3 came to anchor within range of our guns.:
We immediately sent ont light boats and got the Commander ashore:

and learnt that they had sailed from Foa on the 22nd with 6 frigate

that 2 of them were dstained at Cowlang or elsewhere owing to bad
weather and that one had been dismasted......... Considering our limited
stock of provisiong the supplies on board these frigates reached s V_eryﬁ

opportunely........,

- and Chiefs, on piin of severo punishment, to make ng any supplies

: unredeemed......
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: “’I_‘he Governor was now definitely informed that some of the
Couchinsche vessels which had sailed past Falkisse had been signalled
to_b_y the Dissaves of Matule and Ouve by flying a whike cloth ‘
this shows again their dirty work and that Raia Singa spares nopams
to estrange and entice from the Company's service all our trustworthy

men. His Lascarijns have also broken into the Com k
: an attle-
garden and done much damage. pany’s cattle

~“Incessant were now the complaints which reached th
and his Coanecil daily, The Junior Merchant writes that t?lfoiyg;boit‘
tants of the Maiure lands have been forbidden by the King's Soldiers
and that whole troops of them were then oceupying Belligam Mallfa-
made and the Baigams. In order to check these growing c.)utrages
those in G'ale have despatched 3 companies of 40 men each.... to
warn the King's people to keep off the boundaries of the Comﬁéﬁiv’s

- territories, the posgsession of which had been so long allowed us by

His Majesty......... It ig now evident from these proceedin

chiefs of the land had long been in secret commerc[t)a with thgsK;urlllgtthe
o [The contents of ftwo Olag are now quoted)  In the first Catte-
pz_ﬁ#y Apuha,n?@' who‘is now come to Madlimade, states that he had
come to Mallimade “by express order of the King to take possesgion
of the §ands of Mature for His Majesty’s use, with positive injunctions
tq the inhabitants in general not to supply us with provisions of any
kind, even unripe fruits, for love or noney or any consideration.”

By the second Ola “Tudoculle Mandonna Awohams in ¢
Aratchies, Lascorjns and the great Majoraals, and g:ll other Iflzzrgfn:ﬁ
of Oale;‘ure, Maroene and Barberdifn......... to stop all intercourse with
the Hollanders and to pay them no taxes previously payable to them
and to allow no labourers to render services.”.........
- “A letter received by Hanoel Andrado {aman who ha

many valuable services at Jafnapatan spoke of “‘the da.rini Zzgi:;:gz:
co_mmltted by the King's pavties at the pass of OQalsture
Negumbo things were not much better, Raiu Singa
Chief Patangatti® of Coguielle,
chage his services.””

......... Avound
¢ L had been afier a
with promise of high reward to pur-

“An Ola was also found sugpend ‘
. E pended {o a tree, near the Church
Guia de Lobo to the following effect:—The Yort of Columbo is now
conguered and tlﬁé promise to deliver it to s Majesty remains still
therefore you desire to depute some : -

Te : ‘ : de g8 person or other
to His Ma]esty‘lt will be allowed and you shall have free and easy
acoess. [No signature apparently was appended.]

" The Governor and hig Couneil now found it expeds

i ‘ i d 1 PEpedient to malk

Raja Smga: sensibie by a letter of his unjust and vile acts...... and th:
loss and dizadvantage he had thereby brought on himself and the
Company and that these outbursts only served fo cramp our efforts to
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THE XLI CHAPTER.

The appointment of a Day of General Thanksgiving—Two Caffers

come over to us — Jurgen Blomme's curigus escape from Candy — A

Fight — Jungle Stragglers punished — News respecting the Portu-

gesohe fleet — Failure to capture them — High opinion which is

entertained of Indig — OF the fortification of Columbo — Negombo
' conguered for the second time.
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subdue the enemy as Twufecorifn, also that it would be well for him to
lay aside all feelings of iil-will and a,nimc_}siby ......... and to leave us .to_
the undisturbed enjoyment of our lands which we have thusllong posses-
sed”. It alsorequested him “‘to send some ¥nvoys or Dlssav_es, as it
may best pleage him, for reducing the Fort of Negombo which will then
be delivered to him,” and also to state “in what particular respects he
expected greater sabisfaction.” He was assured that the Gove}'nor .
“would willingly attend to such demands, if only they do nof materially

clash with the Company’s interesbs, but should His ‘M&]esty' persevere
in his unjust acts of aggression......... they protest in 1.:he sight of God
and to the World at large their innocence of all the evil consequence
and the bloodshed which must then inevitably follow......... :

" A day was now fixed according to our usual eustom for a General
Thanksgiving to the Almighty for the pecnliar favours He had bestowed
upon us and for invoking His further blessings, for the averting of all
evilg, open violence and all secret plots and for the forgiveness of our

0 : I3 [T}
“Po render this communication more agreeable it was accompanied : manifold transgressions . .

with a beautiful falcon and two spar-hawks under the care of a Per

Raja Singa’s letters now “studiounsly avoided referring to any
siaansche Taleoner,

material peoints of buginess but only dwelt on the arrival of the
Persiannsche falconer and the falecon . .. His Majesty employed every

“Wo learnt from Caleture of the disturbances committed there by means to persuade His Excellency to let him retain the falconer,”

the King's Lascorijns......... and that Cannagere and Pitiikeri Aratchies - which was agreed to “ but event his eancession proved vaib. for we
were then near Alicen and that all people living on the sea coast wers found thai the marching of the 200 of our goldiers for the protection
to appear before them within 3 days.........To prevent these unlawiul: of the interior had not a little alarmed the King though it proved 2

source of much rejoicing to our well-digposed. timid and feitered
inhabitants, for a body of more than 1000 souls had then already
returned to us in spite of the strict oders of Raja Singa to his Lascarijns
to bring to him all the Nederlanders they possibly could and to punish
the blacks, whether Cingalezen, Mooren or Slaves by cutting off their -
noges and ears ”'.........

proceedings and for the protection of the inhabitants, especially the_
Chalins ® or cinoamon-peelers, 200 soldiers were marched to
Bentob...............

“The few Hollanders who were yet in Kandy app'rehensive of
being long detained there now wrote to the Governor that the arrival
of the falcon and the falcon seemed likely to help them to an early

NOTES TO CHAP. XL

1. Baldeus does not quote the ferms of the regl):, but Dr. P. F:.‘ Pieris
(op. cit, p. 205) states that it declared that the original contract, “‘as well
a3 the three clauses altered” by Coex and Kieft ‘‘would be fully o_bserved..
and that when the necessary labourers were sent by Ra]a.'Slnga fi‘}}e‘
towns of Negombo and Columbe would be partially demolished gL
accordance with his own desire.”’

" releage ”’

Meanwhile there arrived in Columbo a messenger named Chitfy
Maley with, one falcon and some other presents for His Majesty, apart
from which we also received from the Choremandel Coast 6 other
_ falcons with their hunters and keepers " : .

2.  Patangatti., A Tamil word corresponding to the Sinhalese ‘patabenda’, :

: hom an honorifie fillet {patta) is bied . The intended departure of Baja Singa from Reygamwatte to
1., 0ne o w .

Ruanelle was now reported by “two Caffers, the Kings TFrumpeter

and the Drammer” from whom it was also learnt that  Granis of
- valuable lands to some Portugezen of Rank had been made.” They
also said " that our Interpreter Jurgen Blom * was stiil tlere and
saw little chance of escape,” The next day however, Blom arrived at ‘
Montual. He had secretly obtained the use of a fony in which, after
having primed his guard with liquor, he et himgelf adrift on the river,

3. Chaligs. i.e. members of the Salagama Caste. They bailed originally,
from India and arrived in Ceylon in the 13th Century as weavers, thet
art being then unknown to the Sinhalese. Their descendants were'
numercus and baving offended the Kandyan Governr'nemt were compelled -
to settle in the South West and to peel cinnamon without pay. (Aruna
chalam's *‘Sketches of Ceylon History'' p. 58)

Bad new&lt‘from other parts of the eountry eontinued to come in,
" notably that " at Hakman in broad daylight a fierce assault by the
Kingg party had been made upon our people in the abgence from the
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place of Mr. Rabel, * a bold and faithful Cingalees.........The wives
of four of our goldiers and some other natives, along with our Sergeant
Pieter Jansz of Danzik” had also been foreibly carried off to thg
Seven Corles. From Caleture news came that some jungle-stragglers _
had advanced to Boemboele to rob our paddy crops.” Andrade and some
Lascarijns had been sent to the spot but arrived too late. On their
return they captured 2 spies who stubbornly refused to say on ‘yvhosfe
orders they were acting. They were in consequence beheaded ) tEE‘II'
heads heing left fixed on stakes near the heaps of plundered grain.

News from Tuiscorifn was algo discouraging, for_Ietters fljom' the_
Naval Commander there gaid that "15 of the enemy frigates which h.ad
been moved between the island and the reef had escaped, Onr ships

had chaged them as far as Pambanaar but the shallow waters had

prevented our ships nearing them, a clear proof that the Governor of
the land the Zewwver * had been bribed to remove from the gaps the

masses of rocks, which normally prevent passage, and to replace them

again.” The frigates had thus managed to reach .fafnapaian ang
Manaar, after which their Commander dnthony Amiral de Menezes

*(who was later, on our arrival at Manaar, killed by one of our 4

pounders) despatched at Raja Singa’s request gome Tonigs to Negna~-
paian for men, a step which in these difficnlt times was calculated to
do us infinite harm-—which God forbid.”” The Governor cou!d only
vetaliate by directing “ Major vanderLaan to sally oui often with 200
or 300 of his men to awe the maleontents.

“Thug rolled on the Company’s affairs for some time under_
Baya's hot displeasnure till the year 1665, If there wag now and then

gsome little glimpse of hope at reconciliation still‘matters continuned
mauch in the sams predicament and hence it is a point of much dogbt
and uncertainty if a reconciliation will™ ever ® take place during
Raja’s life, though it be much wished for.”

NOTES TO CHAPTER XLI

Jurgex Blom. He has previously been called * George” and **Joris’

2. Rabel. Governor General Maatsuyker in a lelter to the Directors refers
tohimas *' Mr. Antonio Rabel who it among ihe Sinhalese nobles the
staunchest friend of the Company (Pievis. op. cit p. 277)

3. Jungle—Siragglers,  *Bogch-loopers ' iz the word in the original;_

Wanderers with no fixed abode are probably meant.
4. Teuver. A feudatory Chief.

b. Menezes. Van Goens wrote of him thus »— ' a man whom they held in

great estesnt. T had him buried with military honours ” (Pieris. op. cit.
P, 234} i :

6. The use of the fuiure tense is due to the fact that Baldeus is: here-

reproducing certain passages from Van der Meydenss letter (v. antea
p. 44) : . . :
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THE XLII CHAPTER
. The Conguest of Manaar

[The earlier part of this Chapter having already, in consideration
of chronological sequence been previously summarised, (v. pp 46 to 49)
only the capture of Manaar need be dealt with hore—T4d.]

" The subject is prefaced by Baldeus with a reference to a journey

" he made a few years later from J afnapatan to Colombo and which took

him 7 day#, He then observed that “einnamon plants were only to be
found this side of the River of Chiluguw downwards to Colombo...
The lands about Madampe excelled all others and only required a

- population, for they then lay waste and wild and infested with troops

of buffaloeg™

“The Island of Manaar wag anciently attached to the Continent
as the shallow straits called Adam’s Brugh® shew. Thereabouts lies
the Island Rammana Kojel® where there is a rich and famed Pagoda
under the Teaver, who hasg also 2 defence there,”

" Manaar was protected by Fort S¢. Feorge. Rijk] of van Goens in
February 1658 had been despatched with a fleet from Colambo and on
arrival “‘found the Partugeesch had made an entienehment all along
the sea shore,” their force numbering “not less than 1000 men while
they also had a fleet of 12 frigates. After we had called upon the

‘name of the Lord... orders were given for our shipg to make a nearer

approach in order to effect a simultaneans landing®... On our landing
we had no other idea but to conquer or be drowned.” Strongopposition
was offered. " Lientenant Hendrik Van Wel (then a Sergeant) was
the first to step on shore and cleverly met the opponents with his
men.., It greatly advantaged us algo that the Portugezen General
Anthonio Amiral de Menezes was shot through "his neck by a Prince
field-piece and Anthonio Mendes & Arangie, a brave and gallant
Captain and others were severly wounded. ., The Portugeesch ships
aldo fared wretchedly and lost many men in dead and wounded, and
nltimately we captured one and all of their frigates... Major Van der
Laan most valiantly acqnitted himself, notwithstanding a gevere

accidental fall he had in my presence shortly beforelanding. Corpulent

ag he wasg, he as usnal broke through the Enemy and gallantly drove
them off the field, thus gshewing his character for intrepedity and

proving in reality, as he ig commonly called, ‘' The Terror of the
Portugezen,” .

. The Portugessch suffered numerons casualties, and the main body

 of the survivors then had not the heart to oceupy the Tort any longer

and therefore crossed the river and made their way to Jafnapatan,

leaving Andrea Villosa and a handful of men in the Fort.” On the

22nd, of February Villosa feeling “shamefully abandoned by hig party
gud in no position to withstand one force surrendered, The number
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of prisoners was 200, Amongst them was a Caffer who made much
of his rank as a Captain and regolutely referred to bear any arms or
{o remove sarth us he was commanded to do, insisting that he would
rather stand a sound thrashing than degrade himself with guch mean
occupations, He appears however to be of a generous and kind
digporition. .

The 24th of the same month was observed as a day of Public
Thanksgiving... During the whole time I spent in India I know no other
instance when so heroic an act of warfare was accomplished against
the Poriugeesch with such happy results, considering too that the
contestants were on both sides Luropeanen, men inared to arms and
not timid blacks, also that our Troops consisted of only 800 men and
that the great ship Salamander which was expected with men. arms
and provisions ... had been togged about here and there in the
Maldivische 18lands for full 6 months’ and arrived too late.

1, Adam’s Brugh ie. Adam’s Bridge, the chain of sandbanks with. coral
foundations extending to South India. The Arabs believe that Adam and
Eve entered Ceylon by it. In the Ramdyara it is said to have been built by
Hanuman, the monkey-god, for Rama’s passage to Ceylon when he set ount
to rescue his wife Sita who had been abducted by Ravana,

2. Rammana Kojel ie. Romeswaram, where on his return from Ceylon Rama
is s,nd to have established a shrine to Sive

3. Anthonisz {op. cit. p 165) Bays ““The Portuguese, anticipating an attack,
entrenched themselves along the seastrand... and sent out a number of
SBanguicels, which were light boats equipped with offensive implements’”.

THE XLIII CHAPTER

Cireumstantial deseripltion of Manaar— Introduction of the Christian

Religion there —Its capability of being still further extendod—

Deseription of the lands of the Wannias—Our Nuepedition to Jafna-

patan —The troops cross the river — Defeat of the Poriugezen—The
conguest of the Water Castle,

“Manaar is so called both by the inhabitants and by foreigners.
The word “man’ means in Malabaarsche “sand”, and “‘aar” means
“river”, thus implying Sand River. * Itis to be obgerved that in Ceylon
they speuk not only the Cingalesche but also the Malabaarsche
languages......... T have heard it often asserted by the inhabitants of
Jafrapaian that that part of the country wae in times past peopled
from the Chormandel coast and hence the dialect of their fatherland
which is gituated so close to Ceylon.........

.

‘' Manaar is situated 9 degrees north of the Bquator. In length it

is a five hours walk and two in breadth inciuding ihe Salt River which
extends (as the map shows) close up to the chief Church at Carcel. In
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front of the Fort there runs a canal..... ... The ¥ort was further
gtrengthened in our time by wide and deep trenches.........

“’Phere are on the island 7 churches ...... o

““This island was famed in former timeg for its Pear] Fishery like
Tutecorijn, but as no fishery had taken place for 11 or 12 years the
country was reduced to great poverty and distress. That it was previous-
ly in a very flonrishing state is easily seen from its stately buildings
churches, monasteries and Ornaments, Tn the year 1666, after my
departure, a geod and rich fishery took place......... and also in 1669.”

“The inhabitants of this isle speak besides Malabgar also the
Portugeesch langnage and have long ago been converted to Christianity
for which they were much persecuted by the King of Jafrapatan and
guffered the most cruel and ignominions deaths, so that these poor
converts had ag it were to be first baptised in water and shortly after
with blood. This induced many of them to abandon their native land
and betake themgelves to (foa, a journey of more than 100 miles.
Amongst them was a Princely youth who with the rest of the fugitives
received every religions instruction there.”

These people as well” ag the Parruns® and others......... were
originglly tanght and baptised by Francisco Xavier......... who also
appointed Teachers called Canacappels® all over the place for
instructing the youths in the first rudiments and principles of the
Religion”......... 'hey shewed great earnestness and unwearied zeal but
the only regrettable thing was that it was blended with some survivals
of Popish errors. After him there came the Jezuyien, desiguated
Paulisten because they were gent out to India by Pope Pawlus 11
They laboured hard, excelling in zeal and in their morals......... I must

- .confess that I approved of all their maxims and followed in their

footsteps in reforming all the schools and churches of Manaar and
Jafnapaian, so far as was consistent with the doctrines and tenets of
our own Religion..... ... Itig very necesaary in a Teacher to know the
capabilities of the pupils, 80 as not to encumber and fill their tender
minds with difficult and tedious questions and deep secrets but rather to
lay before them the bare simple truths shortly and coneisely, both,
verbally and in writing, so as to beeasily impressed in the mindg of
pupils, especially thoge of this country who are so wonderfully expert
and docile to learn anything by rote ; a system of constant catechising
and other instrnctions should then be persevered in, in the presence of
old people, who hearing the Praises of God from the lips of children
will be stung to the heart......... We must in the frst instanece lay the
foundation of Doctrine........: It is also very necessary for the extension
of our Religion that all native converts not only do possess some
elementary knowledge of it but likewise adhere to the principles laid
down, for were every new minister on arrival in the island to change
and pregcribe ancther Formulary it cannot bub tend greatly to encum-
ber the minds of these poor people.........] have on undertaking the
charge and reformation of the Churches npon the request and order of
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Government compiled for the use of the people a Catechism on the

Prineipal precepts of cur Religion......... wh.ich was generally adopied
for instruction by virtue of an Act passed in a Gener:al Asgsembly on
the Ceylonsche Church affairs.........It is more appropriate and geemly

that 2 teacher or minister master the langnage of his congrgg:ation
rather than expect them to learn his. So it behoves also that Mllnlsters
walk circumspectly and main good relations with the autherities and
thus ensure the confidence and respeet of the people™.

“Phe island produces an sbundance of fish..........Thereis here a
gpecies of fish* which might unhesitatingly be calleffl the Sea Calf”.
1t ig amphibious and the females have milk in thelr.brea.sts. When
well dressed for food it surpasses our steus [stargeon] in Hollandit and
anyone partaking of it feels he is feasting on good veal”.

1t is now quite time to quit Manaar and to oTOSS Over the river to
Mantotie......... These lands are called the Wannias ° and are attached
to Manaar snd ave under the control of the Honourable Company.
They count 14 churches including that of Manaar.........

The Wuannias live on very good term with tk_xe C'lomqpany and
regularily pay their taxes and bring their elephants likewise ™.

Baldens now gives in some detail the confines of Mantoile,
Moustlitpatio and Selecowlang, remarking t.hat_ thes_e _land_s are
extremely fertile and suitable for the growt_h of rice, which thrives so
waell that a stalk has often been found to vield a hundred-fold, but the

place is open to the depredations of elephants where no habitations are
near’.

““It ig remarkable (as Joan de Lucena observes in his Life of I,
_Yavier) that when on one side of Caap' ()o_mn'ﬂ"m there is Winter there
ig Summer on the oiher gide......... 8o it is in Qe'ylon too......... How
wonderfully hath an all-wise Providence 0_1'damed these 'w_rl_nds over
thig sultry elime that their cooling in flnence mlgpt fan and ml‘t]gate 'the
intensity of the scorching heat of the Sun, which but for this healing

influence must otherwise prove unbearably oppressive’.

“Our forces now crogsed the lands of the Wannias in good order.
and though very short of provisions did not become a hurde_n to the
inhabitants at a1l but bhelped ourselves most sparingly, de_almg ogt t??
each soldier in a broken coconut gshell only a smali' quantity of rice’.
The troops being also much wearied they were ferneq across the river
“in as many light boats as were procurable’. tl}us savmg“them a whoiza1
days march. On the further side of 'the river was a deep ’an
dangerous log: we were subsequently lnformed_ thgt o_f two elephfmts
which once came here from the Jaina_patan district in 'quest o_f food
one stuck fast in the mire and that, as it could not extricate himeself
from it, it was killed by the inhabitants........ _.These elephants comue
for tood when the wild palm trees are in _bearmg. They trample on
the roots with their huge feet-and then with a few thrusts of their
posteriors they fell down the trees.........
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‘When all our men were safely landed we pushed onwards and was
courteonsly received by the inhabitants who plentifully supplied us
with all the necessaries of life as well as with all kinds of fruits, We
then proceeded further.........to Navacouli, which lay at a distance of
2 hours march from the Town and Fort of Jafnapatan......... On the
next morning after prayers had been offered up by me for the people,
we marched on......... and by evening came close to the Fort near the
Church of Sundecowli, where we had a brush with the Portugeesch and
#Swept off many of them. ........ The next morning we broke into the
town, which we found not well and sufficiently walled but furnished
with gtrong and permanent houses with thick walls (built afier the
Portuguese faghion) Here we chased the enemy from street to street
and pierced the wallg with our heavy brass guns and eaptured on the
‘Oth of March the principal Church and convent of the Jesutie¢n at the
west end of the town and on the 18th the Church and Convent of the
Dominicanen on the east, when we made a Thanksgiving to God on the

19th.

Having thus driven the enemy to his nest and God giving us two
chorches for morning and afterncon services on the Sabbath and for

_instruction of the people and also good and spacious houses to use

during the siege there was much cause for thankfulness, as Jozva chap.
24.13 says......... The enemy had now to take to the Fort where besides
the Portugessh many others of the country also took shelter,

“It was now necessavy for us to master a certain Fortress® whieh
atood in the middle of the river near the enirance to the open sea and
commanded the ingress and egress of all vessels. 'This stronghold was
buill in the time of Anthonio Amiral de Menezes and is the key to
Jafnapatan. Would that there had heen such a Defence at Calinom
Point go that no ships could make for the Kasfeel, 7 for we could then
prevent this.”

Bombardment from theislands of Ourafore and Caradiva failed to
penetrate the walls. It was therefore decided “to attack with our
ships and with the aid of gabions, parapets and artillery, but we did

-mot do g0 however till the following letter was gent to the Commander

1]

Forasmuch ag it has pleaged the Lord -God -hitherto to bless and
progper all our endeavours and while we rest assured that (with Divine
help) you will not any longer be able to withstand the force of onr
Arms we have thought it proper, and consistent with Military
Discipline and Christian usage to communicate with you and to
demand......... the surrender of this your Fortress of Cays. Your
heroic dand manly conduect hitherto displaved must now prove unavai-

_ling, considering your wants. Resist not then the Will of God and our

power,........we shall await an answer for 3 days.........
We remain either Friend or Foe.
This letter was translated by me into Porfugesche ani

digpatched....... .. The reply was to the effect that the Defence helonged
to the King of Parfugacal, his Lord and Magter, for whom he won™
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ghed his last drop of bleod. He counld do no more that God willed, and!
as far our threats they cared not.

Conrequently, we were for resorting to extreme measures.........
bat the great lack of water and the timely flight of all their wealthy
females from Jafnapatan to Nagnapaiman compelled the surrender
of the Defence, as there were no wellg within it, only some wooden
cisterns, which too our shells had shattered : but during our time were

built here and at Manaar large water-tanks.

The conditions of surrender were reasonable. Their soldiers were:
to mareh out with muskets loaded and match-cords lighted and were
to be sent to Europa.........A Thanksgiving was held by re for this
victory {Psalm, 46. 8). o '

In this siege the mc')'s{‘gmllant were .Co'm'mander Cornelis. Rob . de
Junge (who died 2 years ago at 4 msterdam) and Capiteyn Petrus
Waseh (who fell later at Cochin) and Jonkleen N, van Rheede,”

NOTES TO CHAPTER XLIII

1. Sand River, Salt River. The shallows between thie mainland of Ceylon andi
Manaar are meant. The word in the original is *‘Revier” or Reviere.”

o Parrugs. Pleris (The Kingdom of Jafnapatam p. 65) says they were "the
fisher caste people of South India’ and “‘chiefly supplied divers for the peark
fishery™.

8, Canacappels. 'The modern form of the word would be “Kanakapulles’.
4, Fish. The Dugong.

5. Wannias. Baldeus uses the same word both for the people and for the area,.
which is eslled the ** Vanni” now. Arupachalam {op. eit p. 46) says the
Vanniyars were o tribe of Tamils “whose original settlement was Kottiyar
in the Trincomalee district and who spreading therefrom formed themselves
inko BLttle principalities......,In Iulch times a Vanni princess led with
conspicrous bravery the popular resistance to the foreigner till she was
taken prisener......... their deseendants constituted the highest cagte among
the Sinhalese and were known as the Vannibura...... ...whe hiave now merged
in the Vellalas.” :

G. Fortress. Later it is referred to by its Portugnese name of “Cays. The
Duteh renamed it *‘Hammen-hiel ", Itis situated in the channel between
the island of Ouratore and Caradiva

7 Kasicel i e the citadsl of Fort of Jaffna ‘ Calmon algso called Calmont in a
map printed in Baldeus’ book, is at the nerthernmost point of the mainland
which it separated from the Jaifna peninsula by a rarrow stretch of sea.
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