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OUR NEW PRESIDENT

Di. HERBERT AUGUSTUS DIRCKSZE.

Singe the last igsue of the Journal veached the hands of our readers
the Union has elected a new President with the unanimons support of
the members present at the Annual General meefing, Dr, Dircksze ig
a member of our Community who has to bis eredis a distinguished career
in his own sphere of work. What howsver gives a special significance
to his election to the DPresidentinl Chair is that for many years he hag
been among the most loyal members of the Union, and by pergonal
influence and exarnple has helped to raise not only the Union but the
entire Community in general estimation,

As a member of the General Committee, although restrained and
vetiring in mien, he has shown both poise and balance. This in the light
of present day trends, is a qualifieation called for in the highest degree
in the person elected to an office as President. .

Some decades ago, a President who was going out of office observed
that there were three divergent opinions held by the members of the
Union whieh he had to contend with. The first, he said, was a problem
posed by a section who desired to introduee Dutch culture into the Com-
munity, the second eame from s section who contemplated an essentially
Ceylonese social elub and the last, [rom a third, but small section, com-
posed of those who saw nothing good in anything which was suggested fo
them, who harboured grievances and failed to give ready acquiescence
to resolutions even when passed by a majority.

We may not venture to say how far these problems which faced
Prosidents in the past have been smoothed out by the passage of years,

‘but the high example set by Dr. Dirckszein aceepting office at & time
“when unfortunately, more difficult and even graver problems of which

he wasg aware of, confront him, is worthy of notice.

We have mueh reagon for- pride in the distinguished roll of men
who have illed the office of President in the past. They set high ex-
amples and inspired in others the spirit of serviee which prompted them
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i ible off il stand infinitely
i f their responsible office, It wil
Eg i?)(}f e%i:?l?sg;zl%iegit that when the ca,ll for his service wag _made. he

was prepared to say ' Adsum”.
i i iring President.
r be said concerning our vebiring i 1
e aions o iated as President for one year—hardly

ade s influence felt. His keen
rgher eommunity was an inestim-

" A few w _
Dr. V. H. L. Anthonisz, offic
sufficient time for him to have m

i i { the larger Bu j ]
H;Jtlerezz‘;; tfg i?gaﬁ gis new ogfﬁce. nfortunately, it was nof possible
able

for the Union to have the adva,ntageoolf hii richHittl)lre?doihzx%ef}gs;mg%
i - being 72 miles from Colombo. ;
]};11*15%(:21? g?ﬁ T?Eign with that dignity which is so pquch a part o

himself.

The object of the Union shall be:

1o imwm'a and publish a memorial Ms.tory.of the
Duteh in Ceylon, descriptive of their social life and
customs, their methods af admim'.stra'm'ml?, anf:i the
influence of these wupon existing institutions in the

[sland.

pUTCH BURGHER UNION . 3
THE ORIGIN OF THE KANDYAN REALM
(BY Tur Lare DR, ANDREAS NELIL.)

The Manuscript of this Avrticle was found in g Jile of papers
belonging to Dr Nell handed to me by a friend of the family. 1o
the best of my bélief it has never before appeared in print. It is
based on a wealih o Historical and Sociological details of which
Dy, Nell had extensive knowledge, Fditor.

The first Sinhalese capital was at 2 place not vet clearly identified,
somewhere north of th epresent Anuradhapura. It was established in
B.C. 483 by Vijaya and called Tambapanni, The Aryan colonization of
that dabe was marked by the formation of several villages in the north-
central area of Lanid. We find in the Mahavansa (Ch. vii, verse 48) -
“Here and there did Vijaya's minister’s found villages. Anwrddha.
gama was built by a man of that name near the Kadamba river”’; thab
river is now called the Malvatu-Ova. There was no exact change of -
capifial for many years, but we find in the nex# chapter of the Mahavansa
(verse 18), the King resides at Upatissagdma, to which place comes the
queen from India, a daughter of the Salkya Pandu, the first cousin of
Gautama Buddha. That queen’s brothers followed and gettled in Lanka
at places called after their names, Ramagona, Dighéyu, and Rohana, also
Vijitagdma Uruvela and Anurfidhagima ; the last-named three Were
before. attributed to Vijaya's ministers ; probably the newcomers
embellished the three places and raises their sbatus; we read in the
Mahavansa (Ch. ix, verse 11) that, ‘Anuradha built a tank snd when
he had built a palace to the south of this, he took up his abode there ™.
This tank has not been identified, it was no doubt & small one, hence
not given aparticular name. :

The third king of Lankd displeased his belligerent brothers by his
paecific overbures to the nephew Pandukibhaya, who claimed the throne,
and wag forced to ab@dicabte, another brother being made regent. The
Mahavansa reecords (Ch. x. verse 52) - Thie safety-giving Abhaya had
reigned as king in Upatissagima twenty years . When the fishting of
17 years ended with Pandukibhaya’s vietory, he went “to the dwelling-
place of his great-uncle Anuradha ”, bhe Sakyan prinee, brother of the
queen from India, Bhaddakacesna, consort to the 2nd king of Lanka,
Panduvizudeva; Anurfidha was the second of thag name and the second
founder of the village A nuradhagima, but he was nat prepared to dispute
any inclinations of the victorious and masterful new king. In the
passage from the Mahavansa (Ch. x, verses 78-76), the “he” throughout
means Pandokabhaya:—" When he was thus lefh vietor in battle,
Pandukabhaya went thence to the awelling-place of his great-unecle
handed over his palace to him and buils himself s dwelling elsewhere ;
but he dwelt in his house. When he had inquired of a soothsayer who
wag versed in the knowledgesof (fithing) sites he founded the capital, even
near that village. Sinee it had served as dwelling to two Anurddhas, it
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was called Anuradhapurae, snd also because it was founded under the
congtellation Anuradha ™. We mush note the change from gama to pura,
from village to royal-city : eerbain improvements and eivic arrangetments
also testify to this rise in status. :

The tank built by the seeond Anuradba was deepened and named
Jayavapi (the tank of vietory) because its waber had been used for his
consecration ; a new tank was made by the king himself, the Abhaya-
viipi, the present Basawak-kulam. The dethroned king, Abhays, the
eldest uncle, who had been kind to him and his mother was appointed
Nagaragutlika, ie. ~ CGuardian of the City”,  Town-planning and
municipal regulations are mentioned. Henceforth for over 18 centuries,
Anuradhapura was usually Nuvara, “the Ciby ”, less offen, Mahanuvara,

“ the Gread City .

There were in the subsequent 18 eenturies many oceasions when
$he king dwelt elsewhere, but the title of ‘' the-City” was nob lost by
Anuradhapura till the oarly parb of the 17th century. King " Dhatusena
had two sons : Kassapa by a mother of unegual birth and the mighty
Moggallana by a mother of aqual caste?, {(Mhv. Ch. xxxviii, verse 80) ;
in the year 479 Kassapa killed his father and usurped the throme, bub
“he betook himself through fear o SThigiri which 1is difficult of ascent
for human beings”, (Mhv, Oh, xxxix, verse 2), This is the rock-fortress
Sigiri, where in pockets of the rock we see fresco paintings of the Ajanta
eohool and style. ‘When Moggallana came back from South India and
defeated Kassapa in 497, be resumed royal residence ab Anuradhapura.
There were a few cenburies later more prolonged absences from " the
City ” owing to more serious troubles. Many of the residents in the
Jisbrict were Tamil, some of the scldiery were Tamil, and Tamil invasions
hecame more troublesome; two centuries after Sigiri’s brief spell of
grandeur, King Aggabidhi 4th, {A.D. 673—689) once resorted 5o
Pulatthinagara, which thence was aalled Pulatthipura, or Pulastipura,
the modern Polonnaruva ; bub for nearly two centuries more, Anuradha-
pura was used ; but, from 846 Pulasbipura was the royal seat until the
year 1002 or thereabouts ; King Mahinda 5th wag lax in collecting the
ravenues, and left his Tamil troops unpaid ; these revolted and demons-
frated against the king's palace in Pulastipura; he fled to Ruhuna, the
southern realm in Lanka. Hearing of the anarchy in Lankd®, the great
Chola emperor, Rijardja, invaded and congquered the country ; his viceroy
ruled over the northern realm af Pulastipura, renamed Jananathapura;
Tamil rule by the vieeroys of the Chola kings lasted over 50 years. For
the third time in Sinhalese history, like his two predecessors, Duttha-
Gamani and Dhatusena, a young prinee from Ruhuna came north and
drove out the Tamil rulers; the bold Kitti became King Vijaya-Bahu, st
and hig royal seal was af Vijayar@japura, another new name for
Pulagtipura: the older name seems to have been resumed very shortly.
This royal capital was expanded and glorified by Parikrama-Bzhu 1lst,
and Nisfanka-Malla ; bub, there was somebhing rotten in the state, for
within 30 years after the death of Parakrama-Baha the Tamil Migha
with only 20000 soldiers was able to take possession and rule over the
Rajarata and overian Lankd except the sonthern realm of Ruhuna,
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Once more, for the fourth and the last ti i

08 IOTe, gt time, in the I 's hi
?[1 Z;ligi ngllnbrﬁ from Ruhuuna fo&ght and expelled the Tarr?}?nilfej}rlés,tory
T et o vt b s b sy Sl

] ¥ alese kings of i
;:er;ezilc’ierg ﬁamﬂ pqpulation was & souce of wﬁakneg;ht %%?12?{ :Rirthgg
yoars enoul ung prince had restored Sinhalese sovereignity Pulastipura
R t}llongef' desirable as a royal seat: Dambadeniya inpth
Mayars afl .(1 I%lesent North-Wgastern area, Yapahu and Kuruns mle
were dig seabs for 124 years, until another migration was compelledg ‘ba,
ol . _genvilons and o pressing need for greater security., In 134437

angasiripura, now Gampola, was the royal seab, and was 80 for 4 reigns,

The third of the Gampola ki i &
i g pola kings, Vikrama-Bah . :
E@lace at Nilamh® from whence he often went huntil?g.glc}& 2?3 1? S?o(iond'
hfn iifr)ll;lt E&d };3. pfa,laeg at Perideniva, King Vikrama.-BE.hua \1138?8 &;Oif
when he foun in the rockeave, to he ssen ab 0
Ka.c}{che.m, a Br.ahman recluge, called Senkada, renownjd ’cf’gf s;}rlletl'}tresent
S?pf-)u%a.tural wmdoml. The king asked him how he could ﬁn(:il v o
P ?Lta tg?r & royal rqmdence secure from foreign foes, This part &f S‘Sife
:}12) ﬁtas; Iiggk§eg%nd d1scl<§;isil how dubicus was the security of thg Srin(k)mltée
; ingdom, an e desire to be safer from invad : oith
lﬁgngxa:. Even ab SE&pahu, a Tamil invasion had succeededa ;1311"; 5}10}’11 S*C(J}uth
]3}1 hxemoved the Tooth-Relié to the Pindyan court Wh,ence P: "l*l;m N
ghu 3rd brought it back by a personal visit and pe;'sua.sion i

 The sage Senkada's reply to the King was dramati

*:gﬁiﬁh?raltintf) his cave, }_13' reappeared wearing his&txig)l;r; :szl? lc:rihio ri:
p swall }e@ .1911 bag containing some stone pebbles. Below the led 5(;?#’
front thiqus u?clfcave a,n eXPANSe of flat area in the forest was open glid D
n b beir;ﬁ :Sﬂld glade the Sage threw a pebble whereupeon a hare sprfm({ y
pafo & bug ’t?l:ef;?g %351?;?1 21;?Jdu‘fed gjackal who started to chase.(th;

: ; ‘ nd ang i 1 i
from the hare, and in this order both thztgﬁﬁaglsthgi;g;kﬁr “ihl'Ch f_led
éungle fo the amazemeni of the king and his retinue pT} e[Bl?lto' fho
enkada addressed the astonished king :—" Do you not "see (3?1 K‘Ia.hman
t?lt;shls the place Whic'h the gods have destined for the firm estsubl'mkiff s
of thy kmgdom. ‘Thls is o, Jayabhgmi. Here, Oh King ment
lgrcf)tected in secl_lr_lty by the forests and the mour’lta,ins. Iﬁétgoc}ll ;V;ill 'be
0 o‘re your enemies, you will furn round and put them to fii ﬁqt(’)’ The
king accepted this as a true guidanee, and builf a palace on thlg H V-ictc;11 he
3 Y-

ground ', the site where the Kachcheri now stands. The carved. pillars

apd other carved timberwork of the Rankol—Maliss 3
%Wen to hlm from bhe digye at the Embelke dé%%?g.gd?oitcai?g}i?m e
Senakadagunhava in the wooded slope above the Kacheh i Sge o
%@nlcagngala from which the new town was called Senliadgga,ljr? t{ae
: }?juihout t.‘2}(4}0 vears i'fhe new town was used by the princes who 1;31?13
th tt% élo v the kings of Lanka, because Vikrama-Bahu's sue cor
nt fo ampgla; Vikrama-Bahu's great noble who lived at Pa Edces_sor
went to Kelaniya and chose & place near it for o stronghold erh it
the Alut-Jayawardanapura-Kotte, the yvamparts. and wioa% of ' h'(?} built
be partly traced at the place now knownas KOHE. After v:)nl:; ]miﬂ;'z
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yeign ab Gampola, and swo reigns at Rayigams, Kotte became the royal
ceat. When the Portuguese came to Lanlkd, the guzerain king was ab
Ko0t18, hus in 1591, three brothers made a division ; there was Rayigama
Bandara ab Rayigama, Bhuvanaka-Bahu, the titular suzerain ab KOtte,
and at  Sitdvalka Mayadunne who was trying to become suzernin ;
naturally the Portuguese gained much from these diszensions, and
wliimately the Koti-rija was practically dependent on them for military
gupport. The r&ja af Senkadagalanuvara was considered subordinate
to the suzerain, bub towards the end of the 16th century he foo had
ambitions towards suzerain power. Mayadunne’s bold and notable son
and successor resented these ambitions and this King Rajasinha, in 1580
invaded and annexed the upcountry kingdom ; the royal family fied to
Trincomalie, where the Senkadagalanuvara kinglet Karalivadda died of
smallpox. He nominated a nephew regent during the minotity of his
infant daughter Dona Catherina. The Portuguese baptized her by that
name and baptized the regent nephew ag Dom Philip. Another baptism
was bhat of Konappu Bandira as Dom John of Austria.

Konappu Banddra’s father had betrayed the raler at Jenkadagala to
the Sitzvaka king, Rajasinha, but socn tried to conspire against his new
king, who therefore killed him, also by treschery. The son, Konappu,
Bandara, fled to Colomhbo, whers the Portuguese baptized him,' aduecated
him and sent him to Goa where he became a loeal hero for killing in a
duel s notorious bully. When Rajasinha attacked Colombo in 1590,
Dom John of Austria rendered notable serviee in the defence by the
Portuguese and their Sinhalese auxiliaries, He.is credited with an
admirable schems for securing to the Portuguese the Kande-uda-rata,
the upeountry realm, by an expedition, and was given the command
of 5 mixed force of Portuguese and auxiliaries to occupy Senkadagala and
put upon the throne Dom Philip whose son was algo faken along. The
programme Was suceessful in puabting Dom Philip on the throne, of course
am on “ally” of the Portuguese, who had no reason to complain of Dom
John's successful eonduct of the expedition to the npeountry realm, the
first undertaken by them. Bub, the new king died very suddenly and
poigoning is alleged as the cause. Dom John of Anstria, formerly known
as Konappu Bandara, turned upon the Portuguese, defeated them at the
new forh erected at Crannoruva against any abtack by Raiaginha of
Sitavaka, and proclaimed himself a Buddhist and King of the Kande-uda-
rate under the name of Vimala Dharma Strya. BAjasinha wag furious
and led a hostile expedition against the ruler but was defeated hy the king
who had learnt warfare from the Porfuguese. They too would not
tamely aceeps the situation and atbacked in 1594 as agents of Dharmapaia,
suzerain king of Lankd in name, a puppet of the Portuguese in realiby.
The defeat of the Portuguese at Gannoruva was accompanied by the
capiure of Dona Catherina, whom Shey professed to put on the throne at
Yenkadagalanuvara, with a Porbuguese hushand. Vimala Dharma Sirya
provided her with s Sinhalege hushand, bimself, and thus eonsolidated
his position. Rajasinha, who was hurt in the foot by & splinter during
the retreat in 1599, died of the injury in 1593 ; King Dharmapala, who
had in 1580 donated his suzerainty of Lahka and his dominions to the
King of Portugal on his death, in 1597, and Shere were left, cut of the
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Watting prinees only one, Vi i
g 3 » Vimala Dharma Si
rata-raja to stand against the Portuguese claim%'ya” now Eho Hande-uda-

The Portug
familiar with th
whenee they cre

:?Eldm%hf{g the ensuing half-century of struggle became

o ld Eho ane-ude-rata-rija, shortened into Kande-rija

fhance they o ed bhe name Kandy for Senkadagalanuvara, Meanwhile

oo ;561 }111; E\l;ﬁiafi;mgmée% t}}\(} seat of the one and only Sinhalese
‘@ or MahaNuvare, so that to thi

: ! : . at to this day,

wo names for the same place, different in the European languige:vs,xﬁf. YI(:

the vernacular : . . .
Konds ular: MahaNuvara or Nuvara in Sinhalese, and the familiar

The sage Senkada’s
) _ A prophecy deserves some further notic
?E&%Z?E?ed security : that promise held good so long as thei: S;ngarrclig
rernal d s}sgnsx;m and freschery. In 1580, Rajasinha drove out the lash
of Lo ki E&Z r?a. ofﬁﬁgiia.(%aéalanuvarﬁ s%ccessfully owing to the treachery
, s of Konappu Bandara, In 1590, K At
led the Portuguese successt i ) : TR T Y
P ully into Kandy, In 1594, the Sinha)
xzia:;ﬁa;l was the great factor in Portuguese conquest of Sitﬁvr;l?a, ai:r??i
their onfrg {iiﬁp?iﬁ? li%gkaga,tg&tlﬁnuvara. in 1594. The Portuguese ’f&iled
. - , y tered and burnt Kandy i

Kandyan terrifory was s win tnvaded | o Y ol i

: ! gain invaded in 1613; and thrics in 1615;
iil?tb(il; Si;]a. i;lvaded Kandy?,n te_rx:itory in 1628, he again ai?;alc?(edb}g) ig;ig
P War;e da{rlldg; do Ba’s military promenade in Kande-uda-rate o‘f
o3 Dutchn ed by th.e massacre of him and his troops near Wellawaya,
i came up in 1675 by a new route, the Weuda.—Ga.Iagedara:

All these were by the hel i i
p of disaffected B ‘ G
Portugnese and Dutch to Sinhalese 1‘1?.(136]?9. Siahaleso who preferred the

The British failed in remaining i

: ! in K

Egcugy 1tz aga,lxjn not unaided by Singhalese

Ingdom in the upeountry area, the Kanéle ud

; : . ! , -uda-rata had b for

té‘frﬁlc?ntur?ii against a,lli comers., In 1814, there was noa doﬁl‘;}tr;l lé}ellai t}}?cla
alese did help the invaders, who declared that they came “‘led by

the invitation of & iaf
people ™, the chiefs, and welcomed by the acelamations of the

andy in 1808 but they did
Up 6o 1815, the Sinhalese

whicghzagaﬁ%&fiﬁ;dreﬁﬁm in t_1815 was recognized as a part of Cevlon
:h ) e native customs and laws d th i
administration was for a long #i b © i
‘ : g time separate from that of th
Eggnvrilxﬂigi?é Authg:gﬁs{zhwa;avested in a Board of Oommissioﬁeﬁﬁrﬁ;ﬁg
ners wibth the igars and principal chief ,
Court of Justice, and ultim Bars o gormed o Grest
J , ate Supreme Court Only th ing’
representative, the Governor of Ce , e
re: , G vlon could overrule an f i
decisions, The Disvas and Ratémahatmayds retained tlfeirofof‘}r:ze;i

aubhority subject to control by three Government Agents at Badulla

Kegalla, and Rab r '0 ag
S e atnapura, who weve agents of bherBoa.rd of Commissioners

) ht’l‘h(fa t%J'}ebellmion of 1817-1818 was followed by a eurtailment of the old
f 8 _(‘) he g‘l_eah chiefs, jbut the separate admwinistration of the Kandyan
ea was continued. This system was condemned in 1833 as & proven
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failure, and the separate administration was givenn up. The cult.ura.l and
social conditions in the avea have heen so0 -modified by the influence
of schools, of hooks and newspapers, and of much b_etbe‘r kpowledge' of the
greater world outside that the term Kandyan, forelgn in it genesis, has
lost much of its exotic significance, 1t was an le‘blﬁ(}l:‘:l.l wm:d invented
by the foreign race to indicate the Binhalese who remained independent
and native for §wo centuries longer than the Slnha.lesa in the; maritime
districts, who had a longer and intenser contignity te wesbern influences.

Tt is unfortunate that the old resentment agai_nst tl}e Sinhalese of
the maritime provinees for their active co-operation with .Portuguese,
Duteh, and British in turn, one alter the other, does not take into aqcPunt
the old tyranny end misrule, the hazards an‘c'l arbitrary conditions,
whieh must have been influences in persuad{ng the people of the
maritime areas to join the new rulers and work with them, ) Tl}e Kande-
ada-rata has come later and more slowly under the WOI‘I(?L—V\Tlde influences
of W(—JSJ(:BIII civilization and western institgtions, _but similay resv_lltg ar_e
being evolved in precisely the same way ; time obhtera.te:s many ‘d;stln.ct-
ijons. The deseription = pahata-rata ” people Wa.s“&pphed t(?, Sinhalese,
and the term °° Sinhala’ to the people of the uda-rata " but .’u‘he;
conditions which caused thig discrimination bptween these political
aechions of the race have long ngo ceased to exist and the memory of

them is fading. ,

The oljects of the Union shall be :

To promote the moral, intellectual, and social wells
being of the Duteh descendants in Ceylon:
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Family Album : (11I)

THE SCHNEIDER FAMILY

No documentary evidence can he traced which shows when the
Schneider Family was first established in Ceylen. It is probable that
Lieutenant John Henrich Schneider, T who was born at Kirchheim
(Hesse Cassel) on July 155h 1753, and fock service under the Dutch
Bast India Qompany, was the earliest arvival. TLittle is known of him,
other than that he died at Chilaw on the 23rd of January 1766. Hae
married at Jaffna: first Christina Elizabeth Schoorman, and on her
demise: Johanna Philipina van Es. He had two children by the first
marriags and three by the second, bub left only one gon by his frst wife,
fio carry his name :  Gualterus Schneider, who was born at Jaffna on
the 23rd of November 1772, ;

When the maritime provinces of Ceylon were ceded to the British,
8chneider the younger was 23 years old and emploved in the enginser-
ing servico of the Dutch Company as Landmeter {land surveyor), e
accephbed service under the British Government as Civil Ingineer and
was in charge of the Royal Engineers and the Cevlon Pionesr Lascars.
The latber wias a labour corps officered by Furopeans, which was
employed, in later yoars, on the consbruction of roads and bridges. He
was by military rank a 9nd Lisutenant in the 3rd Ceylon Rifles, in 1806,
He was promoted Captain in 1808,

When the Burvey Department was formed in 1800, Schneidor was
appointed Principal Surveyor, Colombo. He proved himself an officer
of considerable industry and great ability. Voluminous contributions
to the early folios of Title Plang in the Burvey Department afford
svidence of his ability to get things done guickly, and prove why he was
often sslected whoen Government was pressed to initiate some special
work which called for a knowledge of the country.

In February 1807, Schneider left Colombo ona commission from
Governor Maitland, to survey and report on the best and moest prachica-
ble methods for either repairing Giant’s Tank, or for putting the smaller
tanks inthe Northern Vanni into good order. It was indeed a very
onerous and enormous task.. With the help of a few assistants he
completed his survey and forwavded a veport within the astonishingly
short period of 3 months. The description of the eondisicn in which he
found Giant's Tank and his proposals for effecting repair wereineluded
in an exhaustive report which, moreover, affords interesting evidence of
the technical oublook of those times, and forms a historieal back-ground
to illustrate what has been achieved in reclaiming this large storage
reservoir in subsequen’ decades. He has also ineluded in his report,

+ Bee Genealogy, D.BU. Jul; Vol: 8 p: &9,
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debails velating to the survey of 457 village tanks scabbered over 1000
gquare miles of practically unroaded and jungle-clad country, and stated
in each case the extent of the * sowing fields” belcw the tank.

A year later Schneider was in the Scuthern Provinee coml_ﬂyi_ng
with instruetions he had received from the Governor for a reconnaisance
of the Galle, Matara and Hambantota Distriets. The object of this
undertaking was to procure first-hand information of the agrlcpltumﬁl
resources of these digtricts. The report he subsequently submlttt:‘d
sapplied details relating to each Distriet and village, wib.h suggestions
for ameliorabing the existing conditions and where possible of means
and remadies for inersasing the revenue of the District.

Captain Schneider acted as Surveyor-General for a briet period
when Atkingon left the islandon leave, preparatory to retirement. He
handed aver charge of the Department to G_&ptain G, Hender.so.n fox"zm
equally brief period. Resuming responsib;lit:y. f‘o.r the ad_mmlstmtl‘on
thorsaiter, Sehnsider continued to conduct aﬂ'mrs. in an acting ca.pa.m?y
for 7 years before he was confirmed in 1818. It is .dlﬂﬁcult e .explam
this exsraordirary lag which preceded his confirmation in the office.

The most oubstanding achievement of Ca.pba.‘iu Schneider’'s tenure
of office as Surveyor-General, was his compilation of the firsh map of
Ceylun of any value in the Brisish period.

The cossion of the Kandyvan Kingdom o the Britisb‘Orown in 1815,
opened the way for the first time to eloser exploration of thfa terain
and Sopography of the mountain-zone and the north-central plains.

Governor Robert Brownrigg intimated $o the Secretary of State
that ** in order bo promote and facililate intercourse between the old and
new Provinces of the Colony, whether they he political, military or
finaneial, it seems necessary to lay down hy actual survey, all the roads
which traverse the Kandyan country.” THe also observed thab
“ Captain Schneider, the Surveyor-Genoral, had undertaken to do so,
provided hs was permibtied to increuse his sbalf,” aqd very ci_lscreetly
ctrassed that ' it would be a labour which will take some time, but
would be undertaken on a system which will daily secure some
aecassion o the very limised information of the interior of the Island.’

Very soon after this work was inaugurated, the Uva Rebellion of

1817, kindled as it were by an insignificant spark, spread with a,lzlx.rming_,
rapidity and culminated at one stage, beforsit was suppressed in 1818
in arrangements for the complete withdrawal of he British forces from
the interior of Ceylon. '

Ag o vesult of these unforeseen happenings the " Sehneider map ”
of Ceylon was not iseued until 1822, thab is t.‘? aay, 7 years after it was
originally mooted. Albhough elaiming to be. A new r}nd correct map...
including an accurate delineation of the interior Provinces from aetual

¥ These reports were published for the first time in phe Ceylon Literary
Registor, Vol. T; 188687,
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gurveys, " it showed two-thirds of the Kandyan territory blank. A
second edition made even so late as 1852, described the Wanni and the
North-Cenfral Provinee as “unknown mountainous country.” Much
of the work was dons with the compass and by perambulater. The

topography of the coastal areas was compiled from the earlier Duich
maps.

In 1832, when extensive retrenchment and reforms were ecarried
oub in the administrative departments, the Engineer, and Surveyor’s
Department was revised. | The venerable head of the department
wko had ofliciated as Surveyor-General for 292 years, was consequently
pensionad from 18th March, 18383.

Schneider died at Colombo on the 10th of September 1841, at the
age of 69. Ilé wag buriedin the Pettah Burial Ground of Wolvendhal
Church — alas! Soday no more. He wasan ardent Freemason and held
the high rank of 32° and Grand Inspsctor.

He wag twice married ; first to Sophia Statts, and five months
after her death on the %0th December 1830, to RElizabeth Titberton,
daughber of James Titterton, Apothecary of the Forces. There were
two daughbers by the first marriage and a son by the second. '

The Wesleyn Missionaries presented Captain Schneider in 1817
with a silver eup bearing a suibable inseription :

“as a mermorial of his services, and for superintending the erection

of the Wesleyan Mission Estate in Colombo. ”? His first wife, too,

was the subject of a long and eulogistic notice in the Gazette which
contained her obituary :

“ Providence had placed this excellent Lady in affluent circumstan-
ces, and she experienced the highest gratification in relieving the
destitute and comforiing the sorrowful. ™

Gualterus Fredrik Schneider, the son of the Surveyor, was born at
Grandpass, Colombo, where his parents resided, on the 15th of August,
1833. He was unfortunate to lose his mother when six vears old, and
his father two years later, In his youth he was carefully watched over
and attended by a half-wit — a [aithful retainer of his father’s, who
accompanied his master to all places and quietly remained at the door
until his master's return, however long the detention or late the hour,
However, little more ean we gleaned of his life. He married when
about 30 years of age, Amelia Orr, a family long associabed with
Kalutara, and had by her one son: Gualterus Stewart Sehneider,
born on the 12th of April 1864, and a daughter Edith,

Apparently the family were not in affluent circumstances for when
Gualterus Fredrik died about the year 1870, his widow and two young
children were very sparsely provided for. When theirs son : Stewart,
was of college-going 2ge, his case was sponsored by the Rev: later
Archdeacon, F. H. de Winton, who secured a free educabion for him af

{ Goderich to Hortou, 13 Aug: 1832,
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9t. Thomas College. During the Warden-ship of Miller, he was
appointed a master in the College and continued in that capaeity for 7
or 8 years, teaehing the Upper Fourth Form. He was also sporis
master and was froquently seen on the cricket fleld during the season.

Reminiscent of Cualterus Stewart as & College Master, a past pupil
remarks ** he was a striet disciplinarian, and very peppery atibimes.”
Pressed further, he went on to say: *Qne day, I must have been
mote talkative than usual in elass, lor T heard him shoutacross to me—
Durand ! your tongue is wagging like a Pi-dog's tail — get on the
form "

Yet, apparently destiny held more in store for Stewart Schneider
than bhas of ending on the note of a school master.  About 1895, at the
age of 32, and shortly after he Jost his mother, he entirely by his cwn
fixedness of purpose, and unaided hy ezertions to guide him in his
ecaveor, took to Law, and passed as an Advocate, Ie moved into
residonee in an * up-stair’ houseat Loch-gate St. Sebastian, with a
young friend {W. A, 8. de Vos), who had passed ou} at the same time ag
a2 Prostor. e married on the 8th of June 1904, Glencora Potger.”
Rising in his profession on his own merit by high qualities of character
and ahility, Gualterus Stewart cama in turn to be a K. C., acting Chief
Taw Adviser of the Crown, and eventually Senior Puisne Jushice
About 1930 he was Knighted. 8ir Stewart died in 1938 leaving no
iggie. Thous = family of the Duatich Burgher Community whose most
valuable asseb wag its brains, is foday exbinet in Ceylon.,

On the death of 8Sir Stewart, Lady Sehneider founded ecerfain
Scholarships at St. Thomas’ College reserving 50 % of the Scherlaships
for children of members of the Dutch Burgher Union. Bhe was in
many other ways too an aasbive philanthrophist and generous benefactor,
and her intereste specially lay in all matters perbaining to the wellare
of women, social service, and religious work. BShe died on the 9th of
October 1943,

The family name : Schneider, connofes & record of work devoted
to the wall-being of Caylon, which has carried for itself a niche in the
history of this Island. It should serve as a beacon light to the small
expiring commanity of Dutech Burghers who vndoubbedly have the
ability, but not the tenacity, to follow in the foolsteps of its
achievements. :

#
-

See Geneulogy, D. B, U. Journal Vol : 27, page 108,
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THE GOOD OLD DAYS 1if

By Baas KRUVELAAR [ée Baas Chatterbox]
{ Serial continued from Vol; LII,- Nos, 1 &2, p; 84—27.)

‘ Why Jan van Deventor ever came out to Cevlon was 4 %2
Hig father, Hugo van Deventer, was the burgoma.iter (‘)}dsﬂiggleﬁluéﬁled
used o send out 200 rix dollars every month t6 Jan as an allowance ( as
me,_ who came cut to the Indies as a hooplooper,* did not care to ente;" t}‘l—
service of the Honourable Company. He chose to remain & wry mdn s
1% must be understood however that Jan was not a ramittemceJ man”
paid to remain out of Holland. On the contrary, he would hé.ve mad
a most desirable citizen anywhere he chose to make his home T-: (’6:
maﬂfe_rm?.l uncle, Philip Steenbrug was the Commandeur of Ga.lle. 't.l (fl:c:
which indueed Jafn bo live at that town. Tt was not long ‘n;af(:re che
b:aca.me a general 1‘&vouri‘te. He was the friend of evervhody from the
(J[ovet‘nor to the grave-digger. No “sceial function” was completo without
him. TTe was present ab all school prize-givings, taught at the Sunday
sc}_mol, and was for ever ready and willing to recommend any one L'I'or a?
ofhpe under the Company. He was, of course, in greal favour ;vith t'hy
ladles“amd always quite pleased fo execute any commissions—he c‘llleg
them ~“commands”—for them on his frequent visite to Colombo. )

N I
Tt was one of these “ecommands™ that afterwards worried Jan wvan

‘Deventer a little and made him break out ag an author. Clementine du

Pont of Pond‘icher‘l"y, wife of the Commandeur, was never happy unl

she had her little “joke.” Her pet aversion was a sour-tempered old rna(?' S{S,
Agneta Huysma.n. who thought that all French women were so m oy
filles du diable.® She kopt a bakery in Zeeburg Straant, It was 3231
who brol}ght to her from Colombo a complete set of false teeth "which
was G&Z‘l‘leii away one night by the rats which infested Miss Huysman’
bakery. She lived “over the shop”——a fact which tickled the fanc 0?
Mu‘rs. Ste_)enbmg every ime she spoke of the airs put on by this veneryabl
ruin Miss Huysman. Miss Huysman’s sister was the wife of the
apothecary Herman Kruidhof. They had been married for 20 ;
mais pas d'enfanis* as Mrs. Steenbrug was often heard to remarkyet)}l‘;?;
sceming sympathy, bub really with a touch of malice. The Commang

himself was no beanty. His mouth gaped from ear to ear showing telfr
rows of Iong_ beeth—un coup de subre® as his wife used fo caﬁ h\'JL0
in her oceagional fits of temper, as he knew no French Amon "tllllm
vulgar Portuguese sireet urchins he was known as the ci‘oc-o Iargartoe

_ Jan had gone up to Colombo on one of his periodieal visi '
bringing for.Miss Huysman a steel rat-trap, a cé)nsigan;i‘ir lilftivl?ir(l:i \}’:ag
recently axrived from Holland and about which there was much tall Bbt
Galle among the bakers, shopkespers, shoemakers, and wa.rehouéé kee'{ a
who were the greatest sufferers from these rats. o had also protr?iiﬁi

1, i,e Adventurer. 2, Free citizeun, unofficial 2 ;
4. i. e bnt childless, 5. a Sabre wounﬁ? o 5 Daughterpf th? devil,
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to bring some toys for two little girls of the Sunday school, and selected
a brass crocodile, of Negombo manufacture, with ruby eyes, and a toy
cradle for a doll's house. He had just arrived at Galle late in the
evening with these things, when he suddenly remembered that he had to
preside ab a meefing of the "Saciety for the Reliel of the Unem]lgloyed.”
Leaving his things in the hackery and forgetting fo pay .the (lrn.ze‘r, be
rushed to the place of meeting to find that he was just in time to join in
the opening prayer by the Rev. Theodorus van Sanden, The meeting,
T am sorvy to say, was nob a success. Bome law students of Fhe locs.ul
Debabing Society had arrived there in full force alter celebrating their
annual dinner ab the “De Roode Haan,” the harberg® kept by widow de
Boeuzer, accompanied by some (olombo medical students as their guests.
One of these law students, Hubert Deugnief, elaimed to be heard hefore
the motion on the agenda was discussed. stating that if he wers
permitted to say & few words they would nok be wasbing any time by
diseassing a profitless mobion but could all go home and eat pickles
(laughter). Ile said that his {friend from Colombo the licentiate Ilon
Padro 4’ Angostura of the University of Salamanca, who had made a
special study of the “inerbia Ceyloniensis’” was of opinion that if unem-
ployment was due to laziness, lasiness was due to a microbe. He
therefore thought that the problem of the unemployed was very simple.
He proposed that each working man be given 2 rix dollars a weel, and
each parson who declined to work 4 rix dollavs, as such persons would
have more time to spend i6.  All persons whe had {foolishly spent
valuable time in seeking for employment where they ought to have
known that they would not get it, should get nothing, as a punishment for
their folly. Thisproposalreceived the uproarious spproval of the students.
Don Pedro, who was really the son of the Baas of the wapenkamer” at
Colombo, Jan Hartman, and who spoke a very good imitation of Dutch
ag pronounced by a Spaniard, was quite willing te give his views on the
gubject, if the audience fhought it was not too late. Jan said he would
love to hear what Don Pedro had o say. DBut the Rev. van Sanden
thought that they had not come there to be focled by a pack of drunken
gindents and laft the place, whersupon the mesting dispersed. Jan was
go upset by what had taken place that he elean forgot about the things
which he had left in the hackery, These had howsver been duly
delivered 5o the Commndetr’s servant and reached the hands of Mrs.
Steenbrug. When ghe opaned the parcel and discovered its confents,
a brilliant idea struck her. She would send the toy cradle to Mrs,
Kruidhof, the rat-trap to Miss Huysman, and, im order to disarm
gugpicion on herself, the brags crocodile to her husband. Bhe wag not
long in doing so. The brass crocodile had a ticket abtached to it
bearing the words *‘Behold your long-lost brother.” the toy eradle had
the words ‘‘Tn anticipation of the coming event, from a sincere friend
and admirer” on its label and the rat trap was marked with the words,
“To catch the rats that carry away rat traps.”

6. Tavern. 7. Armoury.
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The Commandeur was mad with rage and put the matter in the
heads of the Detective Police who wasted six months without discovex-
ing any clue and finally gave it up. Neither Miss Huysman nor Mre.
Kruidhof suspected the Commandeur’s wife. In fact they Lad soon
afterwards conceived a great affection for Mrs. Steenbrug who got the
best bread from the bakery and the best patent medicines from the
Kruidhof dispensary, This change of feeling seemed explicable only on
the hasis that they were told in confidence of the insulé offered to the
Commandeur and regarded him as a fellow sufferer. And the matber
was kept a profound secret by the parties concerned in the hopes of
hereafter discovering the culprit.

_ In bhe meantime Jan’s mind was quite a blank with regard o the
arbicles he had fosf. The brass crocodile had remained in the Police
Office fur years and was afterwards advertised to be destroyed with
other unclaimed and unserviceable articles. Jan ag usual was appointed
a commitiee of one 5o sit on and condemn these things. When the red
eyes of the crooodile glared at him he vaguely remembered that it was
once his property, but the past records of the office had been destroyed
and the oldest clerk-had a dim recolleetien that the commandeur of
blessed memory had brought it to the Police Kantoor. Mrs. Steenbrug
was too old fo recollect anything. Miss- Huysman had long since
departed to realms where rats cause no trouble, and Mrs, Kruidhof had
died sine prole” as gensalogists would say., Jan rescued the crocodile
from desfructicn and took is fo Holland with him when he repatriated
o take up the office of Burgomaster in succession o hig father. In
going through his father’s papers he discovered a letter from the
Commandeur (in which wag encloged the insulting ticket) which gave
full debails of the insolence shewn to him by some unknown secundrel.
Jun could never unravel the mystery., He was beginning to doubt
whether the brass crocodile was the identical article which he- lost at
Galle on that eventful evening. He never forgave himself for not making
any inquiries a the time about the less. But “'Het gehein van den
koperen krokedil” (the Mystery of the Brass Orocedile). a rcmance in
Shree volumes by Jan van Deventer, Burgemaster of Haarlem, which
wag published in Holland soon afterwards, used to be read by many
in Ceylon as one of the weird and inexplicable events which occurredin
this sunny island in the “CGood Old Days.” ‘

B, Without descendants,
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EMIGRATION AND THE BURGHERS
By R A. KRIBEERBEEK

A new chapter in the history of the Burghers opened when they
decided to leave Qeylon in large numbers for Australia, In the fifth
and sixbh decades of this century a sense of insecurity spread through
the community with the advent of unfavourable political trends, The
feeling of uneasiness came to a head when the Stnhala Only Bill was
passed, as it placed the Burghers in a dilemma, practically eompelling
them to choose between English and Sinhalese; either to relegate the
former to the background and adopt Sinhalese as their first language,
or to quit Ceylon for & country where Fnglish had the first place. The
older members of the community disliked the idea of leaving 4 country
endearad to bthem by various associations, and a people regarded by
them with mueh affection. But those who had youthful sons and
daughters felt that the interests of their children would be endangered
if thay romained. A fiarce struggle for employment was bound to arise
when the Sinhalese-educated section of the population insisted on their
alaim to equality with the English-educated sechion being recognised
and granted. The growth of an atbitude, hostile to Christianity and to
westiern modes of life and thought, created conditions whieh the
Burghers felt were inimical to the welfare of their children. A way of
escaps offered ibsell ; Australia was willing to accept them as suitable
emigrants, and they thankfully geized the opportunity to make new
homes “‘downunder .

With theit exodus to what they hoped would be a land of promise,
history, in a way, was repeabing itealf, In the seventeenth century
their ancestors, responding to the call of the Fagt, had left Furope to
sask their fortunes in the service of the United East India Company,
After nearly three centuries they, in their turn, were leaving the Hasé
to malke a fresh start elzewhers. Bub the motivation was different.
What their ancestors had done through a gpirit of adventure. they were
carrying oub in a spirit of sacrifice. The youth of the community had
to be safegnarded ; the entity of the racial group to which they
belonged had to be preserved. Their contribution fo the story of
Ceylon was no longer needed. Tnevitably they turned to the country
whieh welcomed omigrants whose integration inbo the Australian
community could be smoothly effected.

Two main problems were awaiting them in Australia. Pirst was
that of finding suitable accormmodation. This presented some difficulty,
especially to those who had young children. But it was nof insupera-
ble. Then arose the guestion of securing employment. In big cities
like Melbourne and Sydney it was available, but the kind of work
offered to the emigrants wag not always the type to w hieh they were
aceustomed. This was especially the ease where those who had held
execubive posts in Ceylon were cencerned. Biill, as new arrivals in
Australia, thoy could not afford to be particular. But they were paid

much more than they would have been in Ceylon for the work they did. -
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Teachers and stenographers, for example, got exceptionally good salaries

. and were in greaf demand. As the Burghers had a better command of

‘Eoglish than most of fheir Australian co-workers, this sbood them in
gf)od shead when they secured jobs. The only Burghers who wers
disappointed and refurned fo Ceyloh were those who failed o get jobs
comparable to those they held here and who were determined not to
232325 217 ¢rmpromiss, Buab these were comparatively few,

. Adjustment to the life in Australin was the next step. Cold
winbers and very hot summers wers a new experience to those coming
from- a tropical counbry where extremes or great va,ria.tioné of
temperabures do not ocegur. Social intereourss of the nature familiar to
Geylonesa middle class families conld not be maintained when friends
anc‘i relabives lived in digtant suburbs, and travelling by $ram, bus, or
taxi was expensive. Australians made friendly neighbou-rs, but’sho\;ved
a natural reserve which yprecluded thetr being on the same 'Visitiﬁg
terms as would have been the case had they been Ceyloness. No
gervants were to be had, and the Burgher housewife had ta go th.rou shy
all her chores by herself, unless her children and her husbanté 1ightenid
her tasks by giving her such assistance as they could. Electrici%ns
plumbars, painters, carpenters ecould not be hired on anybhing like (the:
terms for which they work in Ceylon. So the man in the house had to
take their place, and laarn to do their jobs as best he eould. iD.IenL' of
a‘musem‘enhs, however, compensated for the somewhat restviected yiife
the emigranis had to lead. Foremost among these came televigion
Many Burgher homes have television sets, and the programmes cover a
Wide field, ranging from Wild Wegt shows to classical c?)ncer’as given b
singars and musiciansg of internadional repute. The young peop]eatooi
to the new life with zest from the beginning. They WGHtDSWiH]H]iI] 5 in
su.mgner, and had diversions of every kind io keép them :,Lmusedé in
winter.

The edueation ofthese children presented no difficulty, as there
were excollent Sfate sechools ready fo admit them. Austréliu hag a
comprehensive sysiem of education whereby a pupil can proceed to any
goal, academic or teohnical, that he or she wishes to reach. The zchool-
!ea.vmg aga ig only 14 ; this enables pupils, who do not cars to remain
in sshool afler that ags, to take any employment that is available for
girls or boys of fifteen or upwards 'Those who are good at school
subjssts are selosted for schools of the more academic type, and can
prozead from these tio take a degree at one of the many universities to
he fou‘ud in Augbralia, An  erroncous idea exists in Ceylon thab
Aus‘tr:'ihan culture is negligible. Nothing is further from the truth
S)zta@tes‘eng%ged in all sorbs of culbural activities flourigh. Theonly.
question is : how to geb admiblance info them?  Bub Burghers who are
ksen on doing so have succesded when they made the necessary effort
They Y}ave discovered what good things have been achieved bs;
Australians in the literary field, in the sphere of musie, and in the art
of the painter and goulptor. ‘ F
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Scores of Burgher families have found a haven in.a country whete
there is a young and growing nation, to whom r_a,ma..l dlscr%m{natlox} is
unknown. Lfis up to the Burgher migrants to justify their 1nc}usaqn
in a community which gives preference to killed workers, who maintain
the standard of living acceptable to Australians. They should cheer-
fully look forward to being ulbimately absorbed, once they havp become
paturalized Australian citizens, in a people who are Christian by
raligion, Baglish-speaking, of Buropean .origin, and have a stable
government which will ensure that Australia eventually takes its place
among the greas and progressive nations of the world,

Those Burghers who, for reasons of their own, have been unable or
unwilling to join in the exodus of their fellow-memjbars to Australiz,
should rejoice that the labber have taken a step which will eventually
rosulb in the rehabilitation of the community under the most favourable
auspices. s nob this ** a consummation devoutly to be wished " ?

—, -

.

The objects of the Uwivi shall be

To gather by degrees a library for the use of the
[Tndon composed of all obtainable books and. papers
relating io the Dutch oceupation of Ceylon and
standard works in Duich literature, o
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SOME RARE CEYLON BOOKS
Parker’s “Ancient Ceylon”

By. B L. BROHIER

About the middle of the year 1873, the Colonial Office in London
sent an engineer out fo the Ueylon Department of Public Works which
wag the forerunner of the P. W, D. and the Irrigation Department of
foday. Ilis name was Henry Parker. For a litile over thirty years
this officer was employed in investigating, reperting on, and formu-
labing plans for the restoration of Ceylon’s proudest heritage—its
ancient tank system. In 1909, five years after he returned to his
homeland, he published a book. It bore the title: “‘Ancient Ceylon”
and dealt with many phases of the ancient civilization of the Island
from euarliest times: beginning with the history, iife, and religion of
the aborigines and ending as regards local ‘mabters, with the ancient
village games. o

. In the pages of “Ancient Ceylon”, Parker takes his reader down
many corridors inbo the life and thoughts of the past. Here indeed is
a record of experiences and sbudy whieh reveals not merely the mind of
the engineer satisfied with earning a salary, but of a man who had
availed himself o the full of the opportunities which came his way of
finding an interest in hig alien surroundings. Very obviously, Parker
took with him on his excursions into the back-blocks of Ceylon a
sesing eye. What is more, he seems to have also been always ready to
lend a sympathetic and hearing ear. Using both senses, he has most
graphically woven into his bock the story of “Apcient Ceylon™ by
drawing on the three scurces from which history derives, namely:
monument, record and tradibion. : : '

The monumsents Parker draws on are the lost eibies of Ceylon, the
temples and dagobas, and the irrigalion works. PFor his written
impresgions he has turped to the annals, and acknowledges he has
takon muck from the translation of the Mahavamsa by the late L. C.
Wijesinghe. He also draws on dedicatory inseriptidhs over cavez and
in rock-temples which litter the houlder-ridden slopes of mahy a hill
in the low-country, and on the decrees of kings inscribed on stone
which date back to pre-Christian times. The knowledge he obtained
from the expressed word —namely (rom the traditions and legends
whnich bind the ideas, feelings, reasoning and visws of generations which
had passed on, were chiefly drawn from the village folk in far-flung
settlements, and the traditionalist in temples away from the turmoil

-and stresg of the busy town. The insignificance of both, in these days

was 2 melancholy commentary of their poverty of resources. Thay
were the flotsam left by the ebb of a great civilization.

“Ancient Ceylon” hy Henry Parker, 693 pages 6x 9% inches in size,

with 275 illustrations and an Index, was published 53 vearsago.: Time

has done little tio stale its contents or to throw them out of perspective.
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It may be an old book, but it has im more ways than one mellowed
with age. It stillis, and will remain, & source bock for. the student
who seeks to obtain & eroes-section of the early civilization .in Ceylon,
although it has been written more for the general reader than for the
critical scholar or the “hard-bound’ historiam, the epigraphist, and
the arehasologist. :

The problem of separating the more factual detailsin the book frem
the theorotical, has been done by dividirg the book inio three parts.
In the first part Parker creates a fitbing atmosphere by venturing to
explain the origin and statug of the first inhabitants. Drawing on the
several ancient Vedic traditions, and the two epic poems—Ramayana
and Maha-Bharata, he iraces the development of the mythieal Rak-
shasas and their sransition from flesh-eating demons, into the beings
who came to be.called Yak-shas. “'There is good reason o suppose’,
he says that the accounts whieh the egrly writers have given respecbing
the Yaklkhas have some foundation in fact. 1If so, they musgt .necessa-
rily refer, not to any supernatural beings who had made Ceylen their
home, but to the aborigines, who in any case must have been driven
oub of the northern districts of the Island by the intimsion of the
Nagas. ' It is the general consensus of opinion Parker continues to say,
“that they are represented by the Vaeddas, the hun$ing and fshing
tribe who at one time oceupied all the central forests as well as the
southern coast”.

The conclusion Psrker comes to is that: “the more civilized portion
of bShese aborigines absorbed the Inde-Aryan settlers and acquired
their sbatus and language. Parker goes on to say thatb the ancestors of
the present few hunting Vaeddas, {who at the time he was in Ceylon,
numhbered much less than one hundred)—-either abandoned some
conburies after Clhrist, a form of village life in which they were partly
or chiefly hunters, and reveried to the forest life of their forefathers™.

Tirom thie early exourgion into theories which are drawn from
mybhology and anthropology, concerning which Parker admits he
possessed neither qualifications nor knowledge, the Author passes on in
Chapter IIT of the irst part of his book to discugs the modern Vaedda.
He hases his writings on original observations made during official
visits to the forest areas they inhabited, and has consequently put
himself on much firmer ground. What he has o say of the primitive
nomadic forest Vedda of his day fill several pages of the hook and
range from physical characteristics and mental constitution, to sceia
gystem and vocabularies ; from their eave-dwellings, and their religicn,
to their gods and ceremonial forms of worship. His zeal in collecting
this information concerning a remnant of Ceylon’s primitive reople
whose food was entirely of the forest, whose weapons the bow and
arrow, whose only attire a meagre loin-cloth, long before Seligmarn and
Ypittel made their more complete and comprehensive surveys, has a
gpecial value in presenbation and inberest. 1b certainiy adds light to
the little fire-hand knowledge available of a people who have today

DUTCH BURGHER UNTON 21

gone Inio utter extinetion, beaten by the on-slaught of eivilizaficn in
the for{n of the bull-domer, which has torre down their forests and
blazed jeep-fracks over their jungle Hrails.

_ In the second part of his book Parker moves on to the structural
ev1deqce of Ceylon’s ancient civilization developed for 12-centnries and
more in the dry-zone plains. He describes the ancient stupas in all
their stages from the plain earth mounds, to the stupendous edifices of
brick. and stone, which were raised by pious kings in the xoyal ecities.
He gives details of the form of the capitals and the decorations on the
beautiful pillars which flanked the cireular procession-path round some
QE ‘the-da.ga.ba.s. "He is however, at his best describing the earliost
irrigation works, the special feature of the ancient civilization of Ceylon
he was sent oub fo investigate, nearly all of which he gaw in ruin and
under & six-century old mantle of jungle and forest.

By far, all the information supplied by the author in Part IT of his
bopk_is valuable agib is based on primary field work which help in
building up impressions of what the structures, both dagoba and
reservoir, looked like before restorations had taken place, and the face
of the country had changed to what it is today, Nevertheless, Pa,ri;er
h@s performed an even more valuable service by helping the archaeolo-
gist and the anbiquarian fo & maans of ascertaining the ages ofthe ruined

siructures of various kinds whieh are scatbtered over the back-blocks
of the Tsland.

By a long series of measurements aud skebches taken whenever
opportunity offered over a period of 20 vyears, Parker found that the
size of the bricks employed in the buildings afforded a valuable guide
bo the date of thelr manufacture. He has compiled from-the results of
his patient research a shorsi table which enables any enthusisst fo
disbinguish by the size of the brick alone, a work of the tenth or twelfth
cenfury from one of the gecond or third century A. D., and the latter
from one of pre-Christian dabe. '

The third and coneluding part of the book deals with arts, imple-
ments and games. The author opens with a study of the inseriptions,
the earliest one brought to notiece being : “of the 3rd century B. C., and
almost contemporary with those of the ecelebrated Indian Emp}aror:
Asoka”, Parker writes: "It iz found at a low rocky hill called Naval
Niravi Malai (which means the hill of the Jambu Well), about 8 miles
north-east of Vilankulam (that is to sav, Vavuniya) in the northern
provines”, Parker deseribes the hill as “inconspicucus and hidden in the
midst of wild thorny jungle frequented by bears, three of whieh, an
sdult and two cubsg, escaped {rom an open e¢ave on the oceasion of’ my
first visit to the place”.

. The concluding lines of the forementioned extract from the hook
give us pause. It ealls to mind the hazards and the difficulties
Parker must have encountered on his Island-wide travels during which
he was able to glean the informabion regarding “Aneient Ceylon,”
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Most of the interior vegions he travelled over were at that time 4
wildernegs. It was not until twe decades after his arrival that the
railway was opened fo Bandarawela and .to Matara. Transport was
restricted to Pate’s horse-coaches where available, or o bullmk_ drawn
vehicles. Ti5ng journsys must have been pérformed on a soll_d fyred
bidyele, but much more miles covared on foof; along paths which had
oftien to h3 elearad for a pedestrian fo proceed.; Addbto this that rest-
houses wave sparssly seabbered in the dry zone, that cireuit bungalows
were primitive, and that a camping shelter wasno more than a rqo§ of
talipot palms, and the wonder is that & man could have found sufﬁalqnt
anthusiasm o do hig routine job under such conditions leave asﬂde
explorabion and research of the type Parkerdid. I -have not incl_uded_
malaria, thab all parvading seourge of Ceylon Jungles in those inme:%,
the damaralising effect of which only those who have experienced ‘it
know.

Many pages of description and rotes on the earliest coins of
Coylon and their symhois, and of ancient weapons a.nd tools, fill- the
penulbimabe chapters of tho hook. These defails should prove more
useful to the student of the subjects treated of, than attractive o .thc
goneral reader. The last chapber is a gurprise. It {}efmls with ah;lclent
games plaved by the people—indoor, ous-door and religious.

There i a recurring question which has snow-balled in the readers
mind as he has twmed over leaf after leaf of this beok-how was if
possible fora Britisher to gain so wide & knowledge of ,th__e subjects
diseussed within so short a spell of exploration and reflection? The
author answers this in the explanatory approach to the last cha.ptel_-r.
e says : Tt is olten stated that the Western mind eannot comprehend
the thonghts of the Hast. Mow can it be otherwise when not one
Turopean ous of a hundred living in the Fasgt has more than the vaguest
notion of the universal helief regarding ihe effect of magic and spells
and the far-reaching powers ol evil spirits, or the folk-lore and tolk-
stories, the prejudices and the amusements of the peopls among whoin he
dwells? Wikthout a more or less thorough knowledge of the details oftheso
subjects it is impossible to make any real acquaintance with th.e. inner
mind of the people and we must eontinue to he sbrangers, failing to
comprehend their innermost thoughts and real life”.

That Packer disciplined himself fe bridge this gap ig evident.. He
has proved that in the unwritten thoughts of the Vaedda, the village
rustie, and the recluse there lies cradled a great legney of the past, and
that & truly sympathetic appreciation of their ideas — simple though they
be, was the first approach to a complete and safisfactory story of an old
‘country, Ancient Ceylon” is a living memorial, to s Dritisher who
has left behind him a vecord of research and study which aﬁ'ord?, vivid
understending of o civilization which over 75% of the people. indigenous
to Ceylon have never understood, and moreover, make little effort to geb
to know. .
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A TRIBUTE
to

CAROLINE MAUD WEINMAN

There must be a few yet leff, some old, others not young, who
possibly recall the regulay contributions by a columnigt to the ** Ceylon
Independent *, the “ Moyning Loader ” and the ' Morning Times " of by
gone days, which appeared under the pen-names ~ Tillith ** and “Athena’.
It was no seeret that the writer was Caroline Maud Weinman. Some of
these contributions subtitled :  * The Modern #Gixl 7, “Girly Schools in
Ceylon”, " Mother and Son ”,  Mother and Daughter ” , “The Selfishness
of Some Parents ) © A Married Woman's Duties, “All Dressed Up and
no Place to Go ', and many others, — learned, elegant, full of affection
and focussed on a decent regard for by-gone decencies, were re-printed
irom time to time in the baclk numbers of the Journal,

The columnist referred to, who was known as Tine, (pronounced Tene)
to her family and near friends - a charming, worldy-wise and pious lady,
passed away recently at the age of B9 vears. Writing for the Journal
undor the nom-de-plame * Septuagenarian * in July 1949 ¥, sho has lelt
on record her reminiseences which cover over half a century of changing
gocial history. In it she recallsa Ceylon without income tax, with
prosperous country-houses everywhere, of a guaint epoch whieh knew not
the motor car, and when a drive in a horse-ftrap was a ifuxury while a
visit to the country was an expedition. Re-vead today, the pages she has
left afford a wonderlul period picture besides being full of the touches
of her vanished hand and sounds of a voice which is gtill.

Characteristically, the opening paragraph conveys the impression
that having passed the Psalmist’s alloted span of life, she began to write
her reminiscences as it amused her to look back on some of the events of
her life, and enjoyed contrasting them with present-day sbandavds,
observing moreover, that it might amuse some young people of the

present generation (if there ave any who rend the D.B.T. Journal).

Her very earliest impressions are of hersell as a little girl of {our
watching her wmother gathering flowers in o bewubiful garden in
Kadugannawa, This carries back to 1877. She weaves from these first

impressions flashed on memory’s screen, a fascinating word-picture of

the arrival st Kadugannaws of King Bdward YII, at that time Prince of
Wales, *“ who was supposed to have travelled all the way up the incline
in the engine in crder to have a better view of the scenery ', and her
greab disappointment at seeing him alight at the sfation in eivil clothes,
when she had expected to see someonre regaily clothed in roval robes, with
& crown on his head 1 Af that time her father, John Henry Reimers, was
the Btation Master at Kadugannawsa, and it is not unnatural to expect
ghe had a close-up view. However she says: " abont half an hour tater,

my childish heart was gratified by the sight of the Prince in dazmling

S —

# Jowrnal Vol: xxxix, Nos, 2 & 4, 1949,
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uniform, bedizened with medals and vavious orders, quite rea,lhmng my
idea of a pringe, though minus the erown. He had changed his clothes

in an adjacent railway bungalow, in anticipation of the reception awaiting

him at Kandy.”

To impress on the reader how primitive things were, she bells “fhere
was no waiting room at the shation neither was there any facilities for
changing of the Prince’s clothes in the unimposing saloon carriage placed
at his disposal for the rvailway journey from Colombo to Kandy.” It
might be noted here by parenthesis that the first train from Colombo to
Kandy ran on the 26th of April 1867 — mevely ten vears belore the event
narrated took place.

“The next picture on memories’ screen ' she writes: " shows three
little girls (my sisters and myself) accompanied by our mother, taking
their first frain jowrney. We were mef af the end of it which seemed to
ecome all too soon, by my grandfather/ John William Bpaar at the old
Maradana Terminus’’. Today it has heen converted to the Rui}way
warehouses which stand nearly opposite the Technical College. * Our
luggage and our restless selves were packed into a funny old {our-wheelgd
carriage, drawn by a horse, and taken to wy gvandiather’s home in
TFlulltsdorp 7.

There follows a plcturesque description of a ‘}101110, when Burgher
gontility lived in the Pottah nineby years ago. ‘.\‘Ve ascended o good
many steps to get on to the verandah, which was quite unlike our present
day verandahs with their comfortable chairs, and pobs with palis and
ferns. A sereen stood opposite the door leading info the house, and tats
seresned the verandah from the road. It was otherwise quite bare ol
any furniture. The floor was of ved brick. The door led into a long
rootn, like & hall, with rows of ebony chairs lining the walls on either
side, and in the centre stood a round table. Above it hung a coconut oil
lamp, rather like a echandelier on & small serle. The shinir_lg glass
pendants faseinated us. There must have been doors on the mgh_t and
laft walls, leading inko the adioining bed-rooms, but thege doors, I fancy,
must have heen cloged. 1 don’t rememnber curtaing of any sort or
pictures on the walls. From this ball, we were taken straight into the
dining room, a very pleasant room running the full lengbh of the three
rooms in $he foreground. There was a long dining table in the centre,
with many chairs around it, laid all ready for dinner. Two comfortable
counches, also of ebony, stood at either end of the room, upholstered in
bright coloured glazed chintz, and on the massive sideboard by the
window overlooking the back verandsh and garden, stood a magni-
ficent breudher. Tt must have been on a Christmas Eve we had arrived.
Tiverything looked festive, and the joins of the bricks on the flooring had
been freshiy striped with whitewash (lkus-tura). Tt must have been
just after the amnual Christmas cleaning when walls and floors were
freskly washed. Memory does not recall anything more of the happen-
ings of that night. Probably we had been #ired after the journey and
were fed and sent to bed .
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Apparently this visit from an outstation to Colombo was undertaken
to keep tryst with a family foregatbering, for she writes:  The next
day, Christmas Day, stands out vividly. The hurried brealfast,; in which
fat slices of thickly buttered breudher played a prominent past, and then
getting dressed quickly to accornpeny my mother and the rest of the
household to the Chrisimas Serviee at Trinity Church.  Very littls of the
sorviee is remembered by me, only getting back to my grand-father's
house, having lunch, and being free to amuse ourgelves the rest of tho day,
In the evening we were taken o visit various relatives and friends, but
these recollections are rather hazy .

And hereis an impression of Hulftsdorp Courts, that busy centre of
judicature and litigation, as it was then: “It seemed a very lovely
place to me at that time, with imposing buildings standing in large
grounds shaded by grand old trees. In after years I searched in vain for
this figment of memory. The buildings were still there, bub ineredibly
shabby and dusty, surrounded by noisy, dusty sbreets .

Another vivid memory of this vigit to Colombo, which she recalls is
that of “ an expedition to a bathing place in a large shady garden. Quite
a number of the members of the household accompanied us and we seb out
in the early momning hours. In a number of eadjan cneclosurers stood
many wooden bath tubs filled with water which were used for baths.
The water was drawn from adjoining wells ir a peculiar manner, by a
sort of weoden pulley.  ¥ears afler, on visiting Jaffna, I saw wafer being
drawn from the wells there by the same contrivance. Looking back, T
often wonder why we had te go out for our baths ", Tb merits notice
that Colombo had no pipe-horne water service those days, and no doubt
the facilities available for bathing in the house did not streteh to baths
for the entire personnel of a household every day. The wells in the
compounds of some houses weve small and deep and normally the water

~ deawn wag merely sufficient for essential domestic requirements. Whas

a confrast indeed to the luxuvious bath-reomns, and water on tap of the
present day,

On similar lines high-lighted by sketches of social history, the
author carries the reader over her schooling days, her adolescence,
deseribing her first big dance in Colombo @ the Medica? Student’s hall”
to which she went with her elder asister at the age of eightesn.  Weo
wore frocks of muslin ” she writes, “our first evening frocks, and were
enchanted to be able to dance to the strains of & band, at what. was then

cailed the Public Hall ” (now the Empire Cinema,).

“My younger sister nad I, she writes, * were very fond of poetry,
Tennyson being our favourite, as was natural at that age, and we
committed to memory many of his poems, Locksley Hall, The ILotus
Eaters, The Tady of Shallot, and parts of In Memoriam were some of
them. Wa began to read much of fiction of the period and among our
fayourite authors were Edna Liyall, Rheda DBroughtion, Mys, Hungerford,
Migs Braddon, Barrie and Kipling”.  After her marriage which she says
took place af St. Pauls Kandy,”" o month before my twentieth birthday
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new authors in the world of hooks: Thomag Hardy, Jerome K. Jerome,
Favourite magazines in fhe house were The Beview of Reviews edited,
by W. T. 8tead, The Idler whose edifor was Jerome K. Jerome,
also the Strand and the Windsor.”

" All this may seem trite and commonplace, but as one reads or the
accumulation of such passages as these, with other small details of her
married life, build up a sensitive pieture of her personality and emphasise
the revolutions in social and economie conditions between us and those
times, .

Here is a characteristic entry : ' almost before I settled down and
got used o my new life atber marriage, my husband was transferred to

a gtation (on the Railway) dowsn South, on the sea -coast......... the
nearest town wag some miles away and we had no neighbours.........
within an vear my eldest child wag born......... when I'got ill suddenly

one day in the small hours of the morning, I was frightened and dismayed
......... being young and inexperienced; owing to some small miscaleulation

the child was not expected for a couple of months morve,........ My
husband rushed to fthe nearest hospital in a hackery! no other
conveyance being available and returned with the D.M.O......... he

confirmed our fears, and set about preparing for & birth in o few hours. ',

We pass over pages with glimpses of sunlight and shadow. Writing
ol events shortly after the first world war, she says : ~ as my hushand’s
eyesight was giving him trouble, he refived from the service......... hard
times followed. In 1922 mwy husband died very suddernly......... the
fubure secemed dark, ™

Years slip by, and times were happier. She writes: ‘it was
pleasant to be in the midst of these young peopla (her family) sharing
their interests and enjoying their pleasures vicariously”. Came the
Second World War; and a life cheguered by anxleties over absenf
memberg of the family in Malaya and Hongkong., “The slow voars
dragged on”, she says, “ shadowed more or less by unceasing anxieby......
but at long last came the end of the war ., The narration ends happily
on the note: * Life flows on peacefully ™.

To fail to read, or re-read her biographical sketch in the old numbers
of the Journal is to deny one’s sell of muech, for it provides the sort of
‘escape ’ one needs today.

It may be mentioned that this good lady’s vounger sister wag a
prolific writer of verse under the nom-de-plume * Heliotrope 7, and her
husband was a colummnist who regularly appeared over his initinis: W.A,
W, in the “ Ceylon Independent” reminiseencing on the past, but
equally profuse in matters contemporary and topical.

I hear as T write this tribute, the echo of those linesby T, 8. Eliot
* Ash on an old man’s sleeve
Is all the ash the burnt roses leave,
Last year's words belong to last vears language,
And next year’s must awaib another voice. ”

R. L. B,

[
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BUTCH BURGHER UNION
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

The 54th Annual General Meeting of the Union was Fkeld on
Baturday, the 30th June 1962, There was & good gathering present.
Dr. V. H. L. Anthonisz, the Dresident was in the Chair.

After the notice convening the meeting had been read the Pre-
sidant addressed ghe gathering. He explained that the meeting had
hzan called later thun usual owing fo disorganisation of work in the
Union Offiee, tha result of certain unavoidable cirecamstances.

Dealing with the Report he said: ‘‘Pirst, as to the roll of
membership. Owing chiefly to emigration our numbers have con-
tinued fic diminigsh, This eircumstance not only reduces the income
from memhership fees, but also affects the attendance at- Union
fanctions, which are our chief means of maintaining that unity and
good fellowship that are so easential. The very Motto of the Union,
may I remind vou, is that “'Unity promotes strength’ and I would
therafore beg of you all to realise deeply the responsibility that lies cn
each one of us to furbther thiz ideal of Communal Harmony and
Oo-operabion.”

He next urged all membars to “eonfinue to tuke to heart the need
to maintain in as healthy a siate as possible the Funds that are
necessary for our Social Berviee and for 8. Nikolaas’ Home—two
aspacts of our activities which entitle us to give thanks for the
esbablishment of the Union.”

On the subject of the position of our Community as s whole the
President said in the course of hig address:

“There is not the slightest doubt that people appreciated and
valued our services and from tme to time we have been honoured by

- the Governmeni for our work. In the politeal atmosphere which

has enveloped us over the recent years, the consideration and respeet
whish we Burghers have enjoyed in the Country iz beginning o wane
and we are heing quietly but surely elbowed out. Why should this
be s0 when we have done nothing to forfeit our vight to a proper place
in the life and work of the Country? The Sinhala Only Bill placer us
at a disadvansage and in effact calls upon us to relegate English to an
inferior position and o adopt Sinhala as an expedient if we are to
expect employment in Government Service. The rights assured us
by the Constitution are therefore in dangsr of being overlooked and
it would also appear that with the establishmen§ of the contemplated
Republic the little Represenfakion we Burghers now enjoy in the
Legislature (under the camouflage of “unrepresented interests™) will
be eliminated and we will have no further voice iu the affairs of this
Island of our birth,
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Liadies and Gentlemen, thess are my considered views snd 1
gincerely hope you will give serious thought to the future of our
Community. However bleak this may be, it behoves us to keep our
head and endeavour by mutual effort and example to destroy that
ineubus of Fear, Distrust, and Frustration which seems to be very
unforiunately gaining ground in this beautiful Island. By this means
alone can we promote the advancement of the Community.

Opo sure and cerbain means of speeding fruition of such a policy
is to steer clear of anyihing akin to aggressiveness or conflict with
obher communities despite opposing currents. We huve always re-
coznized the fact that the promation of our interests depends on fthe
mainfenance of friendship with the many races and classes which
divide the people of fhe Counfry. .

Buab whila this poliey for mesiing the unfriendliness of those
oubside our circle is maintained, we must not lose sight of the greater
need for mutual understanding and forbearance among ourselves. If
canno} of course be expected that all of us will see eye fo eyeon all
points with one another., Bubt even go it behoves us to credit one
anobher with hounesty and singleness of purpose in endeavours fo
promote the general good of the Union and the Community. A fatal
way of retarding $he furtherance of this aspiration is by discredibing
and digpubing the authority of those entrusted with the management.
To all such who unnecessarily raise discord, I would answer that they
are making things more difficult in fhese difficult times, and under-
mining the foundajion on which this Union has grown for 54 years,

Mey we fthen with understanding and forbearance set out to
ameliorate our position from within fivst and with courage and
fortitude make an earnest effort to succeed outside our cirele. We
muab succeed gince our cause is just and ocur aims hononrable and
right.”

Refors inviting any comments on &the Report of the General
Commiitee the President informed the meeting that as a furbher
sbatement from the Auditors was expesched, consideration of the
Aeccounts would have bo be adjourned. :

. Thers being no comments on the Report it was adopted on the

proposal-of Dr. B, L. Spitiel seconded by Mr. F. E: Loos.

Dr. Anthonisz then expressed his thanks ta the Office-bearers and

all obhers who had helped him in his work as President during the past

vear and proposed as President for the-current year the.name of Dr.. H.-

A, Direkze. This proposal being unarnimously acclaimed Dr. -Dirckze

took the Chair. He thanked the meeting for the honour that had
been done him -and said - he fell sure. he could depend on ihe kmcz

co-operatiea of ult members in the wark before him.

DUTCH BURGHER UNION ' 29

Messrs. George Arndt and Vere Claasi were next eleeted Hony.
Secretaty and Hony Tresursr respectively.

The election of the General Committes smd'éf Auditors f_dlloﬁed.

Mr, B. L. Brohier next spoke on the following regolution cf Whuh
due notice had been given to members :(—

“In view of the present precarious position of the finances of t‘.he
Union, of the diminishing membership, of the high cost of living and
of the difficulties of continuing to maintain the present amenities,
this meeting resolves that a ‘Speelal Committes be appointed to reporb
a% early as passible to & Speclal General Meebing, what steps should
be taken to adjust ourselves to the new conditions and to. secure the
perpetuation of the Union,”

Mr. Brohier gaid :—

Having moved this resolntion beforeé your General Committee; it
falls on me fo sponsor it on their behalf r-—

Tha time has come again for a careful review of the positich of
the Duteh Burgher Union of Ceylon, in relation o ehanged and
changing cireumstanees whieh we daily see taking place. A very few
of us prosent here had passed the full age which would bave entitled
fhem to obfain member ship in the Union, when it was founded in
1908. Bome of us were in our teens, but Imoss were in the age groups
which entitled them to toys from St. Nikclaas. This justifies a peep
into what was, in the past, as it might help to give us, old and young
a sense of proportion.

It was in 1912, four vyears after its formation, that the Union
moved into this building. A Club was then formed within the Union.
It was housed upstairs, and was managed by its own DBoard. and
Secratary,  independently, but under rules which provided limited

Club amenities to the members of the Union Who were not members
of the Cluhb.

This was the position when in 1926 Dr. Spittel _sponsore&. and
earried fhrough a scheme for amalgamating Club and Unien. The
&dv&nta.ge of the schemes, to use Dr, Spittel’s words. was that
“several members thought the Club subseripbion too high to make
the Olub popular and fhe Union subseription tco lew to make it
practicable to Shrow open to members of the Union the advantages of
the Club.” Another reason put forward was that : “The members
of the Club looked down with an air of patronage on those who were
only members of the Union.” * A% that time, the Club had a4 mem-
bérship of 117; nearly half of whom were proprietary members who
had countribated Rs. 50/- as an entranee fee. The monthly cubs-
eription of the Clizb members was Rs. 3/-. The TUnion had a mem-
bership of 512, paying “not less than Rs. 5/- per year”. When the
&ma.l“ama.blon wag effected, the all-round membership rate wags rajsed
from- /50 cts. to Rs. 3/50 a month.
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. Well, much water has flowed under the Kelani Bridge sincs, and
I would like you Lo bring the vast changes whieh have taken place
into perspective, aven, if you are prone to close your eyes to the sense
of values which have changad since those days, and now,

Yome time in between, the all-round fee fixed in 1912 at Rs. 2/50 was
raised to Rs.3/- per montk, but our membership has dropped from 538 to
314. Practically year affer yeas our balance sheets have shown—Expen-
ditura over Incomse, and we have been dipping tnito our Surplus
Account. Thia naturally cannch go on indefinitely. Some optimists
suggest that we raise subscriptions bub having grown with the Union
T elaim privilege to say, with little voom for doubt, that 956% of our
memberghip of 314 are token members, merely paying the present
subscription to associate themselves with the Union on communal
lines, and some of them only in order to associate themselves with
otir functions, 8t, Nikolaas THete, Founder’s Day and other standard
enbertainments. Tf the subseriptions are increased the result, T feel
sure, will be a fail-off in our meagre membership and inerease in the
racurring deficit which appears in Annual Accounts.

Very obviously, the subscripfions cannol be raised, nor ig if
possible bo bridge the gap by bringing in new members, since we have
reacshed saturation point. There undoubtiably is a potential to draw
on, but that potential has been there ever since the Union was formed
and there is little use banking on if.

The probability facing us then, is that thia building will never gses
again she erowds which thronged ifs spacious halls up and down-stairs
in the past on festive oceasions. The foreseeable posgibility is that
with the restlessness which has gained momentum in the eommunity—
to go West or go ‘down under’—-we shall have to recencile ourselves
to a drop in even the 314 members we now count on our roll,

What then is the remedy 7 Something must be dene to maintain
the survival of vhe Union even though it be representative of a few
familieas—for whatever anyone may say of ‘absorption’. I would
like to helieve what a well-known, thinking, member of the Com-
munity once told me ; “the Dufch-Buarghere in Cevlon will dwindle
down to a small well defined and distinet Community,”

If yowin privabe life found your family bad dispersed and you
were left with a house, as large as this building—what would yon
do? Of courae you would reduce your up-keep expenses by com-
merciglizing the part of the building you did not require. That is
what many people are doing today, and exactly what the resolubion I
have foisbed on you, with the support of vour Committes. portends,
Weo cannot arrive ab any conclusion, and will, I feel sure, be only
creating another fower of Babel, i we atbempt to diseugs the ways and
means of doing this ab 5 General Meeting. That is why it is suggeted
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that a Select Committee of members be first appointed o give eon-
sideration to our problems. I have not the least doubt thabt this
Committes will seck the advice of other members who are not sitling
on it, but are in o position to give of their experience. I ghall in
these eircumsfances not venture to diseuss the matter further and T
hope I have sufficiently elarified and also justified the need for the
Fasolution which reads as follows: (Ses above—Iid.),

I formally propose this resolution.

Mr. R. 8. V. Poulier seconded the proposal, which was carried
unapimously.

Mr, R. 8. ¥. Poulier next proposed that the resolution be reportod
on hy the following BSpecial Commiitee:—The President, ail ex-
Presidents, Messrs. A. H. Christoffelsz, V. Jonklaas, G. Ibell, with
Edward Bartholomeusz ag Séeretary and Convener.

Me. O, L. de Krotser saconded. Carried,

Mr, C. P. Brohier then proposed a vote of thanks to the vetiring
Office-Bearerg. . Carried.

The Chairman declared the meeting adjourned for a date of
which notice would be given in due course.

The obyects of the Union shall be :

L} . » . . N

To cause to be prepared and..... printed  and
published, papers, essays, etc: on questions relating
to the history and ovigin of the Duich Burghers of
Ceylon, and fo publish the geﬂealogc(’s of the Duieh
Families noi in Ceylon.
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NEWS AND NOTES

The Story of Ceylon:—E. ¥ . Ludowyl—at one time
Professor of Fnglish at Peradeniva Univerzity, hag published a book:
The 8tory of Ceylon . He has written much of it with a sneer behind
his pen, but all of it with a flexibility of dietion and vividness of phrasing
which cannot fail fo catch the eye of the general veader. - One who
knows his Ceylon, will find the book freely interspersed wibh faults and
prejudices.  Since it falls far short of a history, it can be accepted with
rveogervabtions as a sbory, a.lthough tending in many instances to be
provoecabive.

’

A radio reviewer had to say of the hook rgcently, that the author
wag kinder to- individuals than fo classes. The Dutch who ruled over
maritime Ceylon for one hundred and fifty vears, the author represents
“ag mere traders who dubiously squared legitimate comrercial honesty
V\ith the dictates of an elastic conscience”. The zame reviower remarked,

“What he has to say of the Tamils vis-dvis the Sinhalese, and of the
Malays, T leave the reader of the book to discover.” Tt seems clear that
many & cominent and quotation was meant to hurt and offend. It serves
no other purpose. What one of their own kind has to say ol his own
people—the Burghers of Ceylon, i3 the unkindest of all.

F ' * *

A Matter of Hygiene :—Holland iz noted abroad for ifg
cleanliness. Snow-white lace curtains in front of spobless windows,
serabbed pavemenss, scoured Sa.ucepmns polished brass......... However
that may he, since tho end of 1950 there has existed in Holland a
national bureau [or the promefion of hygiene, the headguarbers of which
are in The Hague and of which a woman is in charge. She has done a
great deal of social work, and heing the wife of a doclor, came into
frequent contact with people who wers particularly anxious to make
effective propaganda for the improvement ol hygiene.

From the very beginning the Bureau eonsidered its prineipal task to
be that of publishing effective information. The Burean soon found out
that people are quick to take offence il their mistakes ave brought divectly,
to them. So they ecompromised and issued posters in which the
emphasis was on humour rather than instruction. Thus hygiene was
promoted by rhymes, such ag these ;— -

Before cooking a meal in polis and pans,

Don’t forget to wash your hands.

Make a hobby of cleanliness

Wem ) spo‘ule&s apron and a nice, clc&n dmsa
e

Jurn your bfwk on food for coudhe and SHGCA‘S'

Qtherwise yeu'll gpread diseases.
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Noxious insects lie in wait

For food uncovered on a plate.
m*g

......... and true enough there was a rapid demand for these posters,
which have, in one of many ways promoted the well-being of the Duteh
people.

* * *

Population and Unemployment : —The Netherlands (un-
officially called Holland) which is half the size of Ceylon. is the mosb
densely populated counsry in Europe and the world, with a total of over
11 million people—a density of 846 to the square mile. It is estimated
that the ecountry will have 12 million people hefore the end ol 1963.
The average annual increase is in the region of 127 thousand a year.

This has heen predicted by the National Bureau of Statistics, which
pointed out that the growth in population has been increasing rapidly
during the last decade: in October 1949 the country passed the ten-
million mark while in May 1957 the 11 millionth Dubchman arrived on
the crowded scene.

The Netherlands is already the densest populated country of the
world but mainly due to the compelling industrialisation programme
which, sinee the end of the war, has changed the country from a
predominantly agricultral area into a hl(fhly industrialised centre of

_activities, the number of unemployed is the lowest ever; during the last

years, thousands of foreign workers have even been attracted from
abroad, to be employed in Dutch industry.

The news hag also been reeenily published that Ceylon’s population
hae reached double figures in units of million—the 10 million mark, a
densify of 8396 to the square mile. The population of Ceylon is expected
to be 13.3 million in 1968, The average annual inerease is approximately
975 thousand per year,—Thege figures make one pause, more ezpacially
sinee Ceylon is, and will continue to primarily be an agricultural country.
Tt may never be a highly industrialised country in the absence of raw
matberial—and even in the present, ibs unemployment figures must be
very high indeed.

* * *

Cinnamon Gardens: Supposed to have been immortalized by
Bishop Heber in his well-known allusion to ‘ Ceylon's spicy breezes”
were originally miles of white sand in which cinnamon bushes ﬂouushed

From the middle of the last century the clnnamon bushes began to
be thinned out and greatly encroached upon to provide building sites for
an expanhding community and to raise tracts of fodder-grass for the
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horses which drew carriage or phaeton which conveyed the rich house-
holders who settled in the area to the Fort in the day-time for work, and
to Gualle Face in the cool of the evening to take the air.

Today, the large houses with spacious gardens have made way for
ornate flats and houses whick encroach on every available -perch of
building land. Not one einnamon bush remains to tempt fourists to add
a branch of the laurel to the souvenirs of Ceylon they were wont to carry
away. A few years back one hardy cinnamon bush survived in a bungalow
off Guilford Crescent, to proclaim the no small part cinnamon had played
in the fortunes of Ceylon, Taxi and hiring car drivers stopped o point to
it as they passed with their load of overseas passengers. Ib seems a pity
that the Municipal Couneil does not plant an avenue of eiphamon bushes
in Victoria Pavk to satisfy the visitor from abroad, who, though by no
means disappointed by the natural beauty of Ceylon, sorely regrets being
deprived of romantic visions of the Cinnamon Gardens.

Even so, the Cinnamon Gardens have been immorbalized by the
soldier-poet of Ceylon; Captain Thoms Ajax Anderson {17838-1895), of
His Majesty’s Nineteenth Foot, in his sonnet to Julia befor he left
Colombo with his regiment :

“ At early morn how often have T stray'd,
Amid thy pleagure-giving gardens where
The c¢innamon perfum’d the balmy air,
And all its aromatic sweets display’d.
How oft at eve, what time the mocon-beam smil’d,
Upon thy silver lake's unspoti—ted breast,
Have I with thee, sweet maid, the hour beguil’d,
White thou hast lulled each busy thought o ress.
Julia, farewell, enchanting scenes adieu !

1 feel the rising tear my cheek bedew.”

Captain Anderson also addressed sonnets to Hmma, Mary, Camilla,
Sarah and “the lamented Charlotte . He was evidently an admiver
of the sex.

* * . *

The Mudaliyar’s ‘Panawa ’:—

Codrington says that there is no mention of the use of a comb by
males in the sixtesnth and sevenfeenth centuries. Arthur Alvis has
referred to the fradition that the comb worn in the low country was
*introduced into Coylon about the 18th century by some Malay Prince

“who was deported from Java’ .

DUTCH BURGHER UNION 35

Ha quotes the tollowing extrach from Holman's Travels in Cevlon :—

“ Bunday 21st March 1830—Mpr. Gregory invited the Second Maha
‘Moodelivar de Saram to breakfast with us....c.ee.... The Moodeliars wear
neither habs nor eaps but they cultivate a profusion of hair which is
turned up and secured behind with a corab like & woman's............... The
-disuge of eaps and the custom of wearing the hair turned ig said to have
-originated from the suggestions of a Duich Governor of Ceylon who

observing that whenever a native chief took off his cap on entering a

room his long hair always fell inconveniently over bis face and shoulders,
recommended one of them to have his hair dregsed turned up and secured
with a eomb, which besides rendering caps unneeessary would also look
more ornamental. The Chiet took this advice which was soon followed
by many of his brother chiefs, and at lass it became a la mode ™

wal . . - L1 . -
Knox deseribes the Sinhalese as wearing  on their heads a red

“Funig cap, or another cap with flaps or a country cap which were of the
fashion of mibres™

* * ' *

War:

In every language ancient wisdom lies embedded of which the speak-
ers are seldom aware. We use words and phrages in which the expevience
of the distant past has been erystallized; bub we use them so mechanie-
ally in evervday intercourse that we fail to realize the beaulv and the
effectiveness of those thought erystals. Only the linguist, whose busin-
esg it 1s fo study speech, collects and treasures them and often wonders
whether the language is not wiser than its speakers, The Dutch word
for war is ooriog, an ancient Germanic compound, which the etymologisbs
have not heen able to explain satisfactorily, TIts origical meaning was,
most likely, dissolution, decomposition ; it eertainly never expressed our
primitive ancestors’ glorifieation of war. The Duteh langusge knows
also the word war, but it has there the exclusive sense of confusion.
Politieians and ﬁag«'\mvmg patriofs may shout from platforms and palace
‘baleonies that war is a glovious exploit, and that it is beaubilul to

die for the fatherland, but the language, which voices aneient experience,

knows that way is synonymous with confusion and condems it explicity.
‘The phrase in de wasr is used in Dubtch as a euphemism for crazy.
War is confusion worse confounded, and a world ab war is indeed a world

‘gone mad.

* * *

Burgher Teachers:

“Burghers find few places in our schools today as teachers, or

pupils ' .~—-S0 writes o popular coloummnigt in o local paper.  This, of course,

merely expresges a crowning sorrow triggered by the edueational tribula-

tions of present times.
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In happier days thers were Burgher teachers who served fheir age-
and generabion right well, and nobly. To them many pupils are imm-
easurably in debt, but few are left to hemoan their passing. Their’s was
a true sense of vocation, but a thankless generabion whose memories
shorten as they grow in opulence, have failed to give recognition fo the
invaluable contribution they made to thiz ecountry.

Who, that knew them, does not reczll with gratitude the names -
Kriekenbeek, Vander Wall, Van Cuylenburg, Van Hoff, Paulusz,
Vollenhoven, Jansz, Nieholas, Poulier, Mack associated with the Royal
College in the St. Sebastian era; of Arndt and Beven with 5t. Thomas’; of
Mack and Honter of Wesley; Jansz of St. John’s Panadura; and the
Blaze of Kingswood. N

Other family names associated with teaching, which can be ecalled
to mind are :—Ludoviei, Mearwald, Rogers, Ludowvke, Van Langenburg,
Austin, Raffel, Marshall, Van Gevzel, Speldewinde, Helsinger, de Zilwa,
Ondatje, Alvis,—A correspondent ventures to suggest that an avticle:
“ Recollections of Burgher Teachers in the Past ', might prove a useful
conbribution to the Journal, and has undertaken to “write ib. This
incomplete list of names haphazardiy eollected can only be completed
by drawing on the memory of others. = If supported by reminiseences
as well, 1t will indeed be & valuable record,

Your quota of recoilections will be appreciated. They should he:
communicated to the Hditor,

* ' * *

Vernon Arndi:—Time was, when a Colonial Secretary in Ceylon
was able to writie of the clerieal service that it supplied the brazen wheels.
on which the Government ran., Very few are today left, o whom this
traditional eolonial maxim applies. This number moreover has recently
been again reduced by the demise of Tugine Fredric Vernon Arndt.

Born seventy five years ago, and educated at 8t. Thomas’—a family
collegiate home, Vernon Arndt began life as a teacher, but later gravitated
to the CGovernment Clerical Serviee. Strangely, his short teaching
eareor was associated with Royal. Many were the jibes and rags he was
subjected to when on the two days of the “battle of the blues” he
appeared before hiz Royal class sporting a Thomian tie and rosebse.
During the yvears which haverolled by since, the Thomian tent has hardly
if ever been denied his genial presence when the great inter-collegiate
mateh was being played.

Arndt’s eaveer in the Government (lerical Servies pin-points greab
capacity for work, high character and loyalty, so worthy of imitation on
the face of its very deplorable absence today. His ability should have
gecured for him far fitber recognition than the promotion te the Civil
Service which marked, after years of work, the limits of clerical agpirations
in his time. But he earned somebhing much mors than material regard,.

admirable recounter in wild jungle sebting or shooting camp.
‘bersons have ficed ‘man’s inevitable destivy more stoieally-and fewer
‘have displayed greater philosophic premonition of it. *He was, s founder
_member of the Union having attehded the informal inaugural ,meeting at
‘the Lmdsa,y_ Lecture Hall, Bambalapitiya, on the 12th of November, 1907,
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mucl_l more than the decoration of the Irmperial Service Order conferrad
of’ him, in the respect and approbation of suceessive Prineipal Assistants
to the Colonial Secretary, and later of the Secrebaries to successive
Governors. Tt is noteworthy that many of them were later themselves
Governors of British colonies. In-no lesser degree, indeed to him of
greater honour, was the reward he earned in the reverence and respect of
the junior ranks of the staff over whom he worked. The e'xample he get
In many ways.as & Government sexrvant is a legacy which his countrymen
of all communities will do well o follow. It should be s reminder to
them of how much can be achieved by ability couplsd with character
even by those whose opportunities are limited. i

: Vernon Arndt’s interests outside his office sphere are less"widely'
known for he was of a retiring disposition.. He was a keen fisherman
and had many " fishy yarns” to tell dating back from days he 1'oame(i
the harbour shores off Mutwal when the North-Bast and Island break-

-watiers, and the graving docks were being constructed, It was here thab
-he showed his prowess as a swimmer, which his four sons—all champion-

clags swimmers have proved is hereditable, - Hs was moreover, a clean
and enthusiastic sportsman with the gun, a pleasant companion and an

Few

s
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" Princess Wilkelmina, former Queen of the Wetherlands died on
the 27thof November, at the age of 82. She abdicated and entrusted
the throne to her daughter, Queen Juliana, in 1948 after a reign of

-5 years, entirely devoted to the well-being of her people.

The period of World .YVar One, in which the Nether]ands
succeeded in maintaining its weutrality, was characterized by a
highly personal influence exerted by the Queen on the conduet of

"affairs, and powerful bonds were forged between the monarch

and her people. And when in 1918, after the war, socialist revolu.
tions oceurred everywhere in Europe, which did not leave the
Nebherlands unscathed either, the people stayed faithiul to the
monarchy.

One year after the fortieth anniversary of the Queen’s reign,
World War Two broke out, and in May 1940 the Neiherlands was
also engulfed by war.. When it ne longer proved possible to rule
the country, Queen Wilhelmina ‘went to Londou, where she spent
the tive trying war years with the Government in exile and, under
the most difficult of circumstances, managed to keep in touch with
herpeople via Radio Qgrange, the Dutch transmissions of the BRC.
Her confidence in the ultimate Vietory was one of the strongest
incitements to keep up the siruggle against the nsurper,

On 13th Mareh, 1945, Queen Wilhelmina again saw her plundered
aud devustated country asshe crossed tho frontier in Zealand. A
few months afier the capitulation of Germany, in July 1945, she
re-cstablished herself with the.Government in her residence, The
Hague. In those days too, she formed a shining example of energy
and devotion to duty and gave her people the lead in rebuilding
their country.

After her abdication, Princess Wilhelmina continued living in
the midst of the Dutch people in peacelul retirement, at Het Loo
Palaee, out in the country, close to her children and erandehildren.
She occapied herself mainly with religions und charitable work.

This is evident by her writings and by a number of speeches
which have led to her appearing in public from time to time since
her zbdication, and in parficular by her autobiography * Lonely
but not alone ”’, which has been published in a number of languages
during the last few years.

The people of the Netherlands will always cherish the memory
of their great Queen. :
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