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-EDITORIAL-
In the opening article of our issue—Vol. XL I I I , No. 2, April 

1953, we ventured to give a brief history of the Swiss de Meuron 
Mercenaries Eegiment of Infantry which had been in the pay of the 
Dutch Government for 14 years and were withdrawn summarily at the 
critical moment prior to the capitulation of Colombo to the British. 
We reproduce in this issue an article which appeared in the Calcutta 
Review, Vol. 117, October 1903, on "His Majesty's Eegiment de 
Meuron" which was written by Julius James Cotton of the Madras Civil 
Service. The article has come to hand through the kind courtesy of 
Mr- James T. Rutnam and is republished with due acknowledgement 
to the "Beview" in which it originally appeared-

Mr. Rutnam, in forwarding us a typescript of the article writes, 
"Cotton was a former scholar of Corpus Christi College, Oxford- He 
was the author of a book on Tombstones and Monuments in Madras, 
a work which formed a model for J . P . Lewis ' equally meticulously 
written masterpiece on Tombstones etc. in Ceylon (1913). The 
Calcutta Review has a long history and in the 1870's published a 
series of articles on Ceylon Affairs by William Digby, author of the 
life of Richard Morgan- The de Meuron Regiment as you know, 
played a significant part ( thanks to the younger Pi t t s ' s general 
factotum, Dundas and Hugh Cleghorn) in the Dutch capitulation of 
Ceylon in 1796. Familiar Ceylonese names such as Nell, De La Harpe, 
Senn, Piachaud and Grenier are associated with this historic Regiment. 
Cotton appears to have had re-course to an extremely rare book on this 
Regiment's history compiled -by Theodore de Meuron and privately 
printed in 1885, and reviewed by General Turnell in the Madras Mail 
on the 29th July, 1896. Records of the Regiment are preserved in the 
Library and Museum at Neuchatel in Switzerland. Some of the 
Regimental papers were reported to have been taken to the War Office 
in London- Cotton's article includes a graphic description of the 



2 THE JOURNAL OF THE 

Regiment's exciting action at the Batt le of Seringapatam in 1799 when 
Tippoo was killed. Thia article is deserving of reproduction in your 
excellent journal. There is a copy of a reprint, of this article in the 
Colombo Museum. AB far as I am aware there is no other copy in Ceylon. 
My typescript was extracted some years ago directly from the Calcutta 
Review through the courtesy of Dr. Hans Keller, Charge d'Affaires 
of the Swiss Legation at the t ime. To complete the record, I should 
make reference to .another informative contribution on the de Meuron 
Regiment made by H .W.M. in the Times of Ceylon Chtistmas Number 
of 1915, (pp. 5—9). H.W.M. stands for the initials of H- Woosnam 
Mills, a co-editor with Orosbie Rolea of the Times of Ceylon some fifty 
years ago- Woosnam Mills appears to have visited Neuchatel with his 
wife shortly before he wrote his article which has often been quoted by 
students of the history of the Early British. Period in Ceylon- This 
article too deserves republication. I append hereto a short bibliography." 

Since only one copy of a reprint of this article from the Calcutta 
Review is available for reference in Ceylon, our subscribers will no 
doubt bear with us for the large number of pages given to its publica­
tions in this issue of the Journal to the exclusion of our normal 
features- I t will be readily appreciated tha t the research worker and 
historian, to whom no doubt this subject will most appeal, are served 
better by having the complete reprint in one number, rather than in 
t he form of a serial. 
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The Regiment de Meuron 

Extract from 

T H E C A L C U T T A R E V I E W 

Volume CXVII , October 1903, 

No man who hath tasted learning but will confess many 
ways of profiting by those who, not contented with stale receipts, 
are able to manage and set forth new positions to the world; 
and, were they but as the dust and cinders of our feet, so long 
as in that notion they may yet serve to polish and brighten 
the armoury of truth, even for that respect they were not utterly 
to be cast away-

MILTON. 

C A L C U T T A ; 
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HIS MAJESTY'S REGIMENT DE MEURON 
The recent war in South Africa must always remain remark­

able as the first serious contest carried on by Great Britain in 
modern times solely with her own national forces* The smallness 
of her standing army—invariably out of all proportion to the 
number of her population obliged her (it is true) to invoke the 
aid of auxiliaries from her colonies: but whereas in former wars 
necessity had compelled her to enlist the services of foreign 
mercenaries, the contingents who came to her assistance against 
the Boers were composed of men of British speech and blood, 
owing allegiance to the same sovereign and forming units of the 
same Empire. The days are gone of the Captains Courageous whose 
swords were always at the disposal of the highest bidder, and who 
did not scruple upon occasion to fight against the land that gave 
them birth. But it is good to remember how large a part has been 
played by men of alien race in the history of our islands. I t was 
with Irish, and not with English, troops that Ireland was conquer­
ed. We find recorded in "Drake and the Tudor Navy' ' the regret 
of an officer who had distinguished himself in the suppression of 
the Irish clans that he had not I r ish kernes with him in Spain-
Marlborough's ever-victorious army was as composite a body as 
can well be imagined and was made up of English, Dutch and 
Germans, many of the latter being in British pay. Both William 
the Third and Anne paid the expenses of Swiss regiments which 
served against the French under the Grand Duke of Savoy, 
"When the House of Hanover came to the throne of England, 
Hanoverian troops natural ly acted as auxiliaries to the British 
flag. The armies which fought at Dettingen and Minden were as 
largely made up of Germans as of English, though the former 
were for the most part paid wi th English gold. When England 
was threatened with invasion, we borrowed Dutchmen to resist the 
Highlanders in their march upon Derby. We employed hordes of 
Germans in the American War of Independence; and we hired 
Hessians and Germans in the Irish insurrection of 1798. Even 
as late as the Crimean War, we recruited a Swiss and a German 
Legion. After the peace, many of the soldiers re-engaged with the 
East India Company, and the third Begiment of Bombay Euro­
peans wras largely composed of them. Others were encouraged to 
emigrate to the Cape, where they were granted lands, and many 
of their sons took up arms in the late war, on the side of the 
Transvaal burghers. 

But it was during the long struggle with Napolean tha t our 
Army List showed the most extraordinary patch work of military 
oddg and ends- We had a very serviceable force of all arms in 
the King's German Legion; we had three double-battalion regi­
ments of Swiss infantry, Corsican Rangers, Greek light infantry, 
and many corps of French emigres. Most of the latter were 
destroyed in vain expeditions to the coasts of Br i t t tany and La 
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Vendee, and none of them survived the peace of Amiens, expect 
the battalion of 'Chasseurs Britanniques, which was raised from 
the debris cf Conde'a brigades, disbanded at the signing of the 
same peace. 

So again, it was with Indian and not British soldiery that 
India was chiefly won- Even the leaven of white troops was 
stiffened by a considerable non-British element. This was the 
case with every European nation that maintained troops in India. 
Paradis, the bravest of Dupleix's generals and commander of 
Madras during its French occupation, was a Swiss born in London: 
and many of his countrymen served in his ranks. La Bourdon-
nais brought Caffres over from Madagascar, and it was a shot 
from a French Caffre tha t killed Anwarooddeen, .Nabob of the 
Carna t i c Similarly the garrisons in the pay of the Dutch were 
rarely above one quarter or a third Dutch; the remainder being 
composed of English and French deserters and renegade continen­
tal adventurers who came for the purpose of making or mending 
their fortunes. Of the Company's forces at Plassey, the Madras 
Infantry which formed the largest contingent, was commanded by 
Gaupp, a Swiss, and a large proportion of the rank and file 
were foreigners. One of Olive's best officers was Adolphus 
Gingens, a Swiss gentlemen and as brave a one as any of his 
nation;" and among this lieutenants was the Huguenot de Vismes. 

Even in the days before Plassey foreign corps were enter­
tained in John Company's service. Orme speaks in 1752 of the 
ships from England bringing out reinforcement of two Swiss 
companies, each 100 strong, and commanded by Swiss officers-
One of these companies, while proceeding to Fort St. David by 
boat, was taken by a French ship and carried into Pondicherry: 
where it remained till it was sent back by Godeheu at the 
beginning of the negotiations- The other commanded by Captain 
Polier took part in the battlers of the Carnatic under Lawrence-
In 1757 there were Swiss soldiers at Calcutta, part of the two 
battalions of Colonel Prevost 's regiment taken over by the Com­
pany the previous year.1 The notorious Walter JReinhardt, husband 
of the Begum Sumroo, and the murderer of defenceless English-

1. Thirty-two Swiss soldiers died at Madras between 1752 and 1758 according 
to the Registers of St. Mary's Church, edited by Kev. H. Maiden. CoI©ne 
Prevost's two battalions do not appear to have formed a separate regiment, but 
were incorporated with the Company's European regiments. This may account 
for the appellation "European" instead of English given to those regiments, 
Among the troops on the Coromniandel Coast the "Swiss infantry Company" 
is definitely so named. One company of Artillery which came out to Madras on 
the Montfort in August 1753 was entirely composed of foreigners, principally 
Swiss. 


