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—EDITORIAL—

In the opening arbicle of cur igsue—Vol. XL ITI, No, %, April
1953, we ventured o give a briei history of the Swiss de Meuron
Mercenaries Regiment of Infantry whieh had been in the pay of the
Dutich Government for 14 years and were withdrawn summarily st the
crifical moment prior to the capitulation of Colombo to thé"British.
We reproduce in this issue an article which appeared in the Caloutta
Review, Vol. 117, October 1903, on “His Majesty’s Regiment de
Meuron” which was written by Julius James Cotton of the Madras Civil
Service. 'The article has come to hand through the kind eourtesy of
Mr. James T. Rutnem and iz republished -with due acknowledgement
to the “Review” in whieh it originally appeared.

Mry. Rutnam, in forwarding us a typescript of the article writes,
“Oatton was a former geholar of Corpus Christi College, Oxford. He
was the author of a book on Tombstones and Monuments in Madras,
a work which formed a model for J.P. Lewis’ equally meticulously
written masterpicce on Tombstones ete. in Ceylon (1913). The
Caleutia Review has a long history and in the 1870's published a
geries of articles on Ceylen Affairs by Willlam Dighy, aushor of the
life of Richard Morgan- The de Meuron Regiment. as you know,
played a significant pars (thanks to the younger Pitte's general
factotum, Dundas and Hugh Cleghorn) in the Dutch capitulation of
Ceylon in 1796. - Familiar Ceylonese names such as Nell, De La Harpe,
Senn, Piachaund and Girenier are associated with this historic Regiment,
Cobton appears to have had re-course to an extremely rare book on this

* Regiment’'s history compiled .by Theodore de Meuron and privately

printed in 1885, and reviewed by General Turnell in the Madras Masl

on the 29th July, 1896. Records of the Regiment are preserved in the

Tibrary and- Museum at Neuchatel in Switzerland. Scme of the
Regimental papers were reported fo have been taken to the War Office

~ in London- Cofton’s article includes a graphie deseription of the
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Rogiment's exciting action at the Battle of Seringapatam in‘ 1-79.9 w_hen
Tipnoo was killed. This article is deserving of re‘pro'du_cticllnl “f your
excollent journal, There is a copy of a reprint of this a,rm(.:le in the
Oolombo Museum. As far as I am aware there is no other copy in Ceylon,
My typescript was exbracted some vears ago directly from the, Calcbftm
Review through the courtesy of Dr. Hans Keller, Charge d A ffaires
of the Swiss Legation at the time. Yo complete the record, T should
make reference to anether informative contribution on fuh‘e de Meuron
Regiment made by H.W.M. in the Times of C'eylon. Christmas Number
of 1915, (pp- 5~9). H.W.M. stands for the initials of H. Woosnam
Mills, a eo-editor with Croshie Roles of the Times of Ceylon son{e ﬁftly
years ago- Woosnam Mills appears to have visited Neuchatel with his
wife shorsly before he wrote his artiele which has often been guoted b.y
students of the history of the Barly Briiish. Period in Ofayl'on- Thlﬁ
arbicle too deserves republication. I append hereso a short bibliography.

Since only one eopy of a reprint of this article from the Gal-cutta
Review is available for reference in Ceylon, our subscribers w111- no
doubt bear with us for the large number of pages given fo ite publiea-
tions in this izssue of the Journal to the exclusion of our normal
features- It will bs readily appreciated that the research worker and
higtorian, to whom no doubt this subjeet will most appeal, are servgd
better by having the complete reprint in one number, rather than in
the form of a serial. '
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The Regiment de Meuron
Extract .from
THE CALCUTTA REVIEW

Volume OXVII, October 1903,

No man who hath tasted learning but will confess many

- ways of profiting by those who, not eontented with stale receipts,

are able to manage and set forth new positions o the world;
and, were they hut as the dust and ecinders of our feet, so long
28 in that notion they may yeb serve to polish and brighten
the armoury of fruth, even for that respect they were unot utterly

" to be cast away.
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