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THE JOURNAL 
We have pleasure in publishing the Journal after a lapse of 

13 years, tho last copy being Volume 68 in 1988. 

Many changes have taken place in that space of time and many 
causes contributed to the break in tho publication of the Journal, 
not the least of which was the inability to replace our illustrious 
Editor, tho late Dr. R. L. Brohier, one time President of the 
Union. Dr. Brohier enriched tho literary quality of the Journal 
with many an article from his erudite pen. More importantly, bo 
contributed many worthwhile publications about Ceylon, his magnum 
opus being his work on The Ancient Irrigation Works in Ceylon". 
Dr. Brohier died last year and we wish to place on record out-
gratitude to him, but as far as the Journal went after 1968, all 
that was left was spcs esb regerminat. 

In 1978 the Union had the good fortune to persuade tho 
Hon. Mr. Justice .Percy Colin-Thome to he its President. A literary 
scholar and a lover of the Classics, well steeped in its traditions 
of being an admirer of beauty without extravagance, we owe the 
revival of the Journal to Mr. Justice Colin-Thome. He holds the 
prestigious position of a Judge of the Supreme Court but does 
not allow the Law, well known as the most jealous of mi stresses, 
to monopolise his literary talents. Despite all his onerous duties he 
finds time to infuse fresh life into the activities of the Union. 
The Journal was one of them and its bursting into new life in 
the shape of the 69th volume is due almost entirely to his efforts. 
To revive interest in it, Mr. Justice Colin-Thome has obtained 
articles from gifted writers and financial support for it both here 
and. in Australia where many of our members reside, but remember 
the Union with affection and are always ready to help. 

The years that have passed sincii 19b'8 have taken iheir toll. 
We remember Mrs. Sam de Yos, a gentle lady always ready to 
help when money was needed, Mr. Hildon Sansoni, the champioa 
of Ceylon tennis for many a year, who served for several years on 
'the General Committee. We remember with affection Mrs. Muriel 
Ferdinand, who, for over 20 years, gave so much of her valuable 
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time, devoted selfless service and her own funds to the efficient 
administration o£ the St. Nikolaas' Home. We are happy to record 
that a plaque in her memory has been set up in the Home. 

I n this volume we publish some very valuable documents loaned 
to us by Mr. . S . A. W. Mottau, Retired Assistant Government 
Archivist. A long time resident in Nuwara Eliya, Mr. Mottau spends a 
lot of his time translating medieval Dutch documents. I t is well 
known that much of his research has been made use of without 
acknowledgement, by those who do not hesitate to cull the flowers 
of other minds. Mr. Slot tan does not mind lor he is one who works 
not looking for the prize. 

.But much remains of the gold-mine of information and we hope 
that until such time at least when Mr. Mottau publishes a book 
of his own, he will give us a series of articles which we will 
publish with pleasure. 

We as a community have a heritage we can justly bo proud 
of; from decades gone by we have dwindled in numbers but we still 
have men and women of quality and substance who contribute 
their time and . knowledge to society in general and to the Union 
in particular. 

We would welcome articles, poems and any tiling of literary 
value, from members of the Union and well-wishers. We hope to 
publish the Journal bi-annually and we look to yon for support. 

The Hon'hle Mr. Justice Percy Colin-Thom'e, President, 
Dutch Burgher Union to the Members of the D.B.U., 

■ - on Founders Day - 22nd October, 1979. 

Your Excellencies, the 32 Dutch Governors of Ceylon; the 
Hon'ble Mr. Charles .Ambrose Lorensz, the first Burgher member 
of the Legislative Council; the distinguished Mr. R. G. Anthonisz, 
Goverment Archivist and Founder of the D. B. U., distinguished 
past Presidents and distinguished members. Every Nation, every Eace, 
every Community has to take stock of its own unique encounter 
with history and distil from it a direction for policy and an 
inspiration for the future. ' . . . 

I .wish to remind you today of two episodes, of our past history, 
One which sealed the heights of . epic courage, determination, 
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endurance and sacrifice, and the other which slid into the lowest 
depths of dark despair. One of the land marks of world history is 
the extraordinary impact which two small sea going powers, namely, 
Portugal and The Netherlands, made on the world in the 16th and 
'17th centuries. Th<a Atlantic Ocean, from Biscay to the North Sea, 
had much to do with t h e moulding of the character of the Butch 
and the Portugese. When the earlier explorers of these countries 
left their shores in flimsy sailing craft with only a sextant and the 
stars to guide them, nearly all of them made their Last Wills before 
sailing, conscious of the fact that it was unlikely that they would 
ever see their homeland again. Every journey to the West or the 
Far East was an act of faith and a confrontation with an ominous 
unknown. 

However, they never wavered, although thousands came to a 
violent enrl or perished from tropical disease. In a mood of serious 
self-criticism it is, I think, useful to ask ourselves the question: 
"To what extent does our courage, determination, endurance and 
sacrifice measure up to the character and qualities of those early 
pioneers?" 

The darkest episode of our history commenced around 1796 and 
lasted several years, ^n the late lSfch century the two super powers 
prowling in the Indian Ocean were France and Great Britain. The 
scramble for India was on, and it was well known that both 
France and Great Britain were planning, for about 35 years, to 
capture the Dutch Maritine Regions in Ceylon, and Trincomalee in 
particular, which they planned to use as a spring board in their 
designs on India. 

At this time the French armies had overrun The Netherlands 
and Dutch power was in a state of decline. I n the last stages of 
the negotiations between the British and J. G. Yan Angelbeek, the 
last Dutch Governor of Ceylon, Lord Hobart, the British Governor 
of Fort St: George. Madras, sent a letter dated 7th July, 1795, to 
Van Angelbeek. This letter was delivered by Hobart 's Ambassador, 
Major Patrick Agnew to Van Angelbeek in Colombo on the 25th 
of July, 1795. I t assured the Dutch that the British came as their 
ancient friends, only for a temporary occupation of the Dutch 
possession's, to be held in trust* until the war with the common 
enemy France was over. Lord Hobart undertook to respect the laws 
and customs of the country and held out that no fresh, taxes and 
duties would be imposed, provided provision was made for the 
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defraying of expenses of internal government- Trade would be free 
and t h e ' inhabitants would be permitted to trade with the British 
ierritories on. a most favoured Nation footing. The Officers of the 
Dutch Government would be left in full and free possession of their 
employment until His Majesty's pleasure shall be known." 

None of these assurances were honoured by the British and 
in 1800, four years after the Capitulation, Lord/North, the first 
British Governor of Ceylon, in a secret dispatch to Lord Dundass 

the British Foreign Secretary, stated that: "The Dutch inhabitants 
are iminical, being almost to a man ruined by our occupation of 
Ceylon," and that , "their personal as well as the National connection 
between them and the mother country and the remaining Dutch 
Settlements require their exclusion from Government employment so 
as to render us independent of the Dutch and to destroy their 
influence in the country." 

The imposition of the coconut tree tax further aggravated the 
misfortunes of the Dutch community. Unemployment among the 
Dutch community was rampant and at its worst during this period. 
There was a mass exodus of our people, mostly to Batavia. and 
the community dwindled to about 10,000 in the whole Island. 

Thereafter, it took our depleted community a little over two 
generations to adjust to a new language and to their new rulers, 
But revive they did, extricating themselves from what seemed a 
hopeless situation by their industry, integrity and ability. One of the 
leaders of the Great Burgher renaissance which started in the middle 
of the last century was Charles Ambrose Lorensz, who was born 
on the 8th of July, 1829 and died on the 9th of August, 1871. 

I t is fitting that we name him the Moses of the Burgher Community 
as he infused his community with a new self-respect, identity and a 
sense of pride in their achievements. This golden era lasted till t he 
departure of the British in 1948 and then followed the same old 
pattern of discrimination, insecurity, frustration and a mass exodus 
to Australia and other countries. I predict, however, that given » 
little more time our youth after they have broken through the language 
harrier completely and have become emotionally and psychologically 
adjusted to the political changes brought ahout in recent years will 
distinguish themselves once again in the professions, the public service, 
the private .sector and in the Arts and Sciences. It gives me great 
pleasure to note that two young members of our community have 

recently covered themselves with glory in the Medical College and 
have set a shining example to other young members of oar community. 
This is only a hegioning. We must do everything we can to help our 
young people especially in education by leaving them an inheritance 
of confidence, humanity and faith so that they too when the time 
comes, may extend the hand of friendship and service to the young 
of the future generations of Burghers and to the old and needy 
as well. 

(The last three verses) 

tiivo mei fair stream^ not gold nor love — 
No): fortune high not wealth of days, 

K'oi: strength to rise the crowd aboves 

Nor the deceit of human praise! 

But this :* That like thy waters clear 
Though creeds and systems come and go} 

(In.vexed within a narrow sphere* 
My life with even stream may flow--

May flow; and fill its destined space 
With this, at least, of blessing given— 

'Upward to gasre with fearless face 
And mirror back — Some t ruth of Heaven ̂  

Published in Ftaser's Magazine, London ■ - September, 1854 
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Paper read by M r . S. A. W. rVfottao, Retired Senior Assistant 
Government ArcMvest of Ceyloei on "The Butda BIB Ceylon" on the 9th 
Jnly 1980 at S t Andrew's Hotel, Nrawara Ellya, to a group of visiting 
Tourists from Hollaed sponsored by the A M R O Bank of Amsterdam. 

THE DUTCH IN CEYLON 
At the outset, I must say tha t the subject on which I have been; 

asked to speak to you today is one that is difficult to deal with appropri
ately in a lecture of short duration. One could really write volumes 
on the subject. But I will endeavour, as briefly as possible, to present to-
you some of the more salient features of the period of the administration 
of the Dutch "V. 0 . C. in this emereld isle, which has been described 
by one author as The pearl of India', and to show you, as far as possible, 
what manner of people the Dutch in Ceylon were and how they met t he 
demands of the age and clime in which their lot was cast, and more 
especially what special contributions they made during their rule of 
approximately 150 years over Ceylon to the general welfare and progress 
of this country and its inhabitants. 

To give you some historical data of tlie eirerimstances connected 
with the coming of the Dutch to Ceylon, it would suffice I think to say 
that it was primarily due to the founding of the Y.O.C. in March 1602 
by Johan van Oldenbarneveldt and the other influential merchants in. 
Holland, whose efforts to capture the Eastern markets in spices and 
other articles of commerce from the tropics from the Portuguese, who 
held the monopoly at the time, that resulted in several voyages to the 
Kast Indies by the Dutch for purposes of trade and commerce. 

Prior to their final settlement on the maritime districts of Ceylon, 
there were several exploratory voyages, first by Joris van Spilbergen in 
1602, and later by Adam Westerwolt and others, who came out here as 
emissaries of the V-O.C. to the King of Kandy, whose relations with the 
Portuguese at the time had deteriorated. The King of Kandy was 
anxious to get rid of the Portuguese and sought the assistance of the 
Dutch with promised concessions for trade to help him to see tlie 
Portuguese out of the Island. The negotiations between the King and 
the emissaries of the V.O.C. resulted ultimately in the capture of 
port of Galle in 1640 and Colombo in 165S, and also other maritime 
Portuguese forts later until 1658, when all tlie maritime forts of the 
Portuguese were finally captured and taken over. 
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Initially the Dutch occupied only theae maritime forts and the 
immediately surrounding areas until the year 1765, when the entire 
strip round the whole of the coast of Ceylon, up to a limit oi 5 Dutch 
miles (about 30 English miles approximately1* was ceded to the' Dutch 
by the King of Kandy by Treaty after a prolonged war of three years' 
duration. 

Soon after their arrival in Ceylon, the administration of their 
maritime forts was divided into three separate Command em en ts or 
Provinces, vis : Colombo, Jaffna and Galle. rJ he Governor himself 
directly administered the Colombo Commandemont with the assistance 
of a Military Commander. This Commandement extended on the 
Western Coast from Puttalam and Kalpitiya in the north to Bentota 
on the south. Jaffna and Galle were administered directly by. Corn-
mandeiu'B, who were responsible to the Governor and his Council of 
Policy in Colombo- The Jaffna Commandement included the maritime 
forts on the West coast from Kalpitiya northwards and also Trincomalee 
and Battiealoa on the East Coast ; and the Galle Commandement 
consisted of the districts of Galle, Matara, Hambantotu and Tangalla on 
the south coast of Ceylon. 

The Governor was assisted by a Political Council ^onsfsting of 
the principal officials of the Company, of whom the 'Hoofd 
Administrateur' (who was in charge of the commercial activities 
and trade) and the Dessava (who was responsible, like the present 
day Government Agents, for the inland administration and land 
revenues etc outside the main forts). That, briefly, was the set-up 
of the Company's administration in the Island throughout the entire 
period of its rule over Ceylon, 

I will now endeavour to give you briefly some of the more 
important features of the Dutch administration and their stay in 
Ooylon, and particularly what they did in their efforts to contribute 
to the general welfare and the social and economic progress and 
piosperity of the country and its people. 

EDUCATION & EDUCATIONAL ESTABLISHMENTS 

The Educational establishment of the Dutch in Ceylon was one 
of their greatest contributions to the progress of this country. The 
dominions of the country were carefully mapped out into school 
circuits and schools at which free vernacular education was provided 
under a scheme of compulsory attendance. Commenting on their labours 
in the field of education, the famous English writer and journalist 
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of the past , century the H«n Mr. John Ferguson says: "We are 
accustomed to think of the Dutch rulers as selfish and mercenary, 
but the records of a long list of schools in the Colombo, Galle» 
Matara, Jaffna, Mannar, Trincomalee and Batticaloa districts, show 
that between 1750 and 1780 A. D., there must have been at times 
as many as 91,500 children attending scliool, and more wonderful 
still, a very large proportion of these were girls. Considering how 
small a portion of the Island",, he adds, "the Dutch really held 
and the comparatively limited total population, the attainment in 
schools and scholars was truly wonderful". School tombos or registers 
were maintained showing the names of children, the dates of their 
admission to school, their ages at admission, the dates of their baptisms 
and departure from school and other details, all of which even today 
provide a vast amount of genealogical information, relating to Sinhalese 
families in particular A complete series of these Tombos is preserved at 
the State Archives in Colombo. The village school was also the Church, 
and some of these well-designed and well-built, though simple 
structures, survive even today, and the village schoolmaster is still 
sometimes described as Palliya Gurunanse' or Palliya Mabatmaya' , 
Annually two members of the School Board (Scholavchale Vergadering') 
a clergyman and a layman selected by the Government, visited each 
school, at which they remained a whole day, and after a full inspection, 
submitted an annual report to the Governor and Council. On these 
occasions, baptisms and marriages were also solemnized by the clergyman 
after careful enquiry as to whether the parents or parties understood 
its nature and its obligations. 1 shall refer later to the work of 
the two Seminaries established under the religious establishment of 
the Dutch. 

AGRICULTURE & IRRIGATION 

I n order to encourage and increase the cultivation of rice and 
other crops and to develop the agricultural; resources of the country, 
the Dutch initiated and carried out many important works of irrigation, 
Two of the best known of these were the Urubolika and Kirima 
dams, which was a monument to the skill and energy of Captain 
Poenander, the Dutch Engineer, who successfully completed the work, 
The object of the Urubokka dam was to turn the superabundant 
water which periodically inundated and ruined some of the richest 
bracts of land in the Matara district into that of Tangalla in the 
Southern . Province, whose extensive tracts had previously to be 
abandoned owing to the scarcity of water. This magnificent work 
improved the cultivation of 8000 acres of paddy fields. The present 
Government has now undertaken a similar project in renewing these 
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useful works and she facilities which were made available by this 
original scheme of irrigation. The Mulhiriyawa tank, perhaps the 
largest fresh-water reservoir made by the Dutch for irrigation purposes 
in the Western Province too served 2000 acres. The Giant's Tank 
in the Mannar district was constructed to &erve the needs of that 
district. Unfortunately these great work« of utility constructed by 
the Dutch fell into neglect after they left the Island. The Government 
is now devoting muoh time and attention to renewing these useful 
projects for the benefit of agriculture. The British Engineer, 
Mr. P. M. Pingham, in his work on the history of the Public 
Works Department, referring to these irrigation works, says: "Giants 
made them, and giants only can restore them".. True to the inBtincts 
of their homeland, the Dutch also constructed several canals - for the 
transport of goods etc. in Ceylon, utilising the numerous lagoons 
and waterways that He along the coast. The most important of these 
■canals is the one 80 miles long, which starts in the Kalutara 
district and connects Colombo with the salt-producing town of 
J'uttalatit and serves the rich coconut districts of the Western coast-

The intensive cultivation which distinguishes the Jaffna peninsula 
is an inheritance from the Dutch days and is reminiscent of gardens 
in Holland. During the administration of the Governor Mr. van Imhoff, 
the portion of this Island from Colombo southwards, which was 
described as waste land, was surveyed and divided among the people 
to be planted with coconuts.. When the British took over, bhe whole 
of the south-western coast presented the scene of unbroken groves 
of coconut which we find to this day. I t is interesting to nota that 
the 'mammotie' , the favourite agricultural implement of the Sinhalese, 
was introduced by the Dutch. 

In the days of the Dutch the streets of Colombo were shaded 
on each aids by double rows of trees. These ornamental and shade 
trees have now disappeared, though they still survive in some other 
towns of the Island. 

. Some, of the most .delicious fruits are grown from-' naturalised 
exotica introduced by .the Dutch. Among these may be named the 
mangosteen, the soursop, the loquat, the star apple, the canary almond 
and the lovi-Iovi as the Malays call it. Cocoa and coffee too were 
first introduced to Ceylon by the Dutch in the early years of the 
I8th century, 
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■ ■' In the days of the Dutch. European vegetables too were successfully 
cultivated in Ceylon. The following are still known among the Sinhalese 
by their Dutch names: Boontje (beans), peterselie (parsley), salads 
(salad), :seldery' (celery) and wittekool (white cabbage) which is known 
in Sinhalese as vatakolu). 

Another enterprise of the Dutch was the breeding of horses on 
the Islands .of Delft and the Two Brothers in the Jaffna distr ict 
I t was both successful and profitable at the time. Unfortunately this 
enterprise, which was continued by the British in the early days of the 
l»--"t century, was abandoned in more recent times. 

Religion & Religious Establishments 

A few years after their arrival'on the coastal fort of Galle in 1640, 
the Dutch began religious ministrations in tha t town on the 6th 
of October 1642, which date is accepted as that on which the Dutch 
.Reformed Church was established in Ceylon. The religious establishments 
ware conducted more or less on the same lines as in the Fatherland. 

Coming, as the Dutch did, from their desperate struggles for 
religious freedom in their homeland, with poignant memories and 
bitter recollections of the 30 years' war. in their minds, they had 
already found in their settlement in. . the Island that no security 
could be assured for them when the , Eoman Catholic Church and 
clergy exercised any influence. All Eoman Catholic churches and 
monBateries were taken over and converted for the use of the Eeformed 
Faith as churches, schools, almshouses, etc. A number of these old 
churches may yet be seen scattered throughout the Island, especially 
in the Northern areas. The repressive measures which the Dutch 
initially took against Eoman Catholics sprang from causes which 
were political rather than religions, and the discovery of a plot to 
massacre the Dutch at Jaffna shortly after its surrender by the Portu
guese confirmed their worst fears. With the passage of time, however 
.and the continuance of peaceful rule, the Dutch were moved by a 
more liberal spirit in their dealings with the Eoman Catholics. So 
their action must be judged by the spirit of the age in which they 
Jived. The natural enthusiasm of the Dutch clergy at various times 
to spread their faith by means of conversions was held in reasonable 
restraint by the Civil authorities.-. Freedom of worship was generally 
allowed. Non Christians were not forbidden the'-exercise of their 
religion, : but enly Christians Were forbidden- to take & part in these 
and "vygrepunished when detected..' I t is t rue tha t preference in regard 
to a,prjoiritments in the service of the Company was generally given 
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to-.Christians. This may have'}led. to certain cases of1 conversion foe 
personal benefit 'and gave rise .to the. term 'Buddhist Christians' (or 
Government; Christians i n , t h e time of the British) to denote those 
who had been so converted but were secretly Buddhist at heart and 
followed Buddhist rites and . r i tua l s in private. 

The history of the Dutch in Ceylon shows, that they wew 
singularly, free from race .or colour prejudices. Several instances are 
on record of young Sinhalese and Tamils having been selected for the 
Ministry and sent out at the expense of the. Company to the Universities 
of Holland. After completing their course of study and being admitted 
to Bloly Orders after the usual exmination and period of probation, 
they were appointed as Proponents and Predikants to preach both to 
their local bretheren in their languages and also to the European 
congregation", and were in every respect on the same footing as the 
other clergy, taking .with them an equal turn in all clerical duties 
and functions. For instance, there was the Eev. Henricus Philipsz, 
nori of the Maha 'Mudaliyar at the time, who was sent otit 'to Holland, 
and after a course of study at the University of Utrecht, returned 
to Ceylon and was stationed in Colombo as Predikant. His son, 
Gerrardus Philipsz, and several others too, were educated in Holland 
and returned to Ceylon as Predikants. 

The Dutch established two Seminaries at Colombo and Jaffna 
respectively, which trained Sinhalese and Tamil young men for the 
Ministry. The Seminary provided an advanced course of studies which 
included Dutch, Latin, Greek & Hebrew. Latin, was the medium of 
instruction in the higher theological class. Later, the scope of the 
Seminary was enlarged, and it admitted respectable young men who 
desired to be schoolmasters,. Chief Headmen and Interpreters. The 
importance of the Seminary was emphasised by the fact that the 
Governor with his Council were present at the examination of its 
candidates. Governor Van Imhoff expressed his surprise at hearing 
dnsky youths speak Latin and work at their Greek with an interest. 
which promised much good for the future. I t speaks well for .the 
system coeducation under the Dutch in Ceylon that men could have 
been trained in the .Island for the highest■:offices in the Company's 
service.. For instance,- Anthony Mooyaart> Commandeur of Jaffna, who 
o n . t h e death of Governor Van Fck administered the Government 
of the Island up to the ■ arrival of Governor ' Falck, received the 
whole of hss education at the Jaffna Seminary, 


