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We have pleasure in publishing the Journal after a lapse of
13 vyears, the last copy being Volume 68 in 1985

Many changes have taken place in that space of time and many
sauses contribnted to the break in the publication of the Journal,
aot the least of which was the inability to replace our illusivious
tiditor, the late Di. R. L. Brohier, one time President of the
Union. Dr, Brohier enriched the literary quality of the Journal
with many an article from his erudite pen. More importantly, lLe
contributed many worthwhile publieations about Ceylon, his magnum
opus bheing his work on “The Ancient Irvigetion Works in Cevlen’”.
Dr. Brohier died last vear and we wish to plaes on record our
grabitude to him, but as far as the Journal went after 1968, all
that was left wad spes esh regerminatb.

In 1998 the Union had the good fortune to persuade tho
Hon. My, Justice Percy Colin-Thomé 4o be its President., A liternry
geholar and a lover of the Classies, well steeped in its traditions
of being an admirer of beauty withoul extravsgance, we owe the
revival of the Joumal to Mr. Justice Celin-Thomé. Ie holds the
prestigious position of a Judge of the Supreme Court but does
not allow the Taw, well known as the most jealous of mistresses,
bo monopoiise hig literary talents. Despite 2l his onerons duties he
finds time (o infuse fresh life into the activities of the Unton.
The Journal was one of them and its hursting into new life in
the shape of the 69th volume is due almost entirely to his effoety.
To vrevive ipterest in ik, Mr. Jugtice Colin-Thomd has obtained
articles from giffed writers and flinancial suppors for it both heve
and 1n Ausivalia where many of our members veside, hut remembor
the Union with affockion and are always ready to help.

The vyears Lhat have passed since 1968 have taken their toll
Ws remember Mrs. Sam de Vos, a gentle lady always ready to
help when money wus needed, Mr. Hildon Sansoni, the champion
of Ceylon tennis for many a year, who served [or several vears on
the General Committes. We remember with affection Mra. Muriel
Wordinand, who, for over 20 years, gave so much of her valuable
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time, devoted selfless service and her own funds to the olficient
administration of the 8t Nikolaas’ Home. We are happy fo record
that a plaque in her memory has been set up in the I-Iome.l

In this volume we publish some very valuable documents loaned
to us by Mr.. 8. A, W. Mottau, Retired Assistant Government
Archivist. A long time resident in Nuwara Eliya, Mr. Mottau spends a
lob of his time franslating medieyal Duteh documents. It is “well
known that much of his research has been made use of without
acknowledgement, by those who do not hesitate to eull the flowers
of other minds. Mr. Mobtau does nofi mind for he is one whao works
not looking for the prize.

But much remains of the gold-mine of information and we hope
that until such time at least when Wr. Motbau publishes a beolk
of his own, he will give us a series of articles which we will
publish with pleasure.

We as a communiby have a heritage we can justly be proud
of, from decades gone by we have dwindled in numbers bub we still
have men and women of guality and sobstence who eontribute
their time and  knowledge to society in geceral and to the Union
in particular.

We would welecome avbicles, poems and anything of liferavy
value, from members of the Union and well-wishers. We hope to
publisk the Journal bi-annually and we loock to you for support.

The Hon'ble Mr. Justice Percy Colin-Thom’e, President,
‘Dutch Burgher Union to the Members of the 'D.B.U.,l
on Founders Pay - 22nd Qctober, 1979.

Your Hzcellencies, the 32 Dutch Governors of Ceylon;- the
Hon'ble Mr. Charles .Ambrose DLorensz, the firgt DBurgher member
of the Legislative Council; the distinguished Mr. R. G. Anthonisz,
Goverment Archivist and Founder of the D.B. U, distinguished
past Presidents and distingnished members. Every Nation, every Ea,ce,
every Community has to take stock of its own -unigue encoufatqr;
with history and distil from i% “a  direction for peoliey and an
inspiration for the future. : ‘ ’ e

T wish to remind. vou teday of two episodesiof our past hisbory.
One which sealed .the heights -of  epilc .courage, determination,
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endurance and saerifice, and the other which slid into the lowest
depths of dark despair. One of the land marks of world history is
the extraordinary impact whick two small sea going powers, namely,
Portugal and The Netherlands, made on the world in the 16th and
178h centuries. The Ablantic Ocean, from DBiscay tothe Norih Sea,
had much to do with the moulding of the character of the Dutch
and the Porfugess. When the earlier explorers of these countries
left Yheir shores in flimsy sailing craft with only a gextant and the
stars o guide them, nearly all of them made thelr Last Wills hefore
Bailing, conseicus of the fact that it was unlikely that they would
ever soe bhelr homeland again, Fvery journey to the West or the
IFar East was an act of faith and a confrontation with an ominous
unknown.

Howsver, they never wavered, althoagh thousands came to a
violent end or perished from tropical disease. In » mood of serious
soff-eriticlsmn 16 is, I think, useful fo ask ourselves the question:
“To what exient does our courage, determination, endurance and
saerifice measure up o the  character and qualibies of thoge early
pioneers?’

The durkest episode of our history commenced around 1796 and
lnssed several vears. In the late 18th century the two super powers
prowling in the Indian Ocean were Irance and Greai Britain, The
sevarnble for Indin  was on, and it was well lmown that both
Trance and Great Britain  were planning, for abous 35 years, to
eapture the Dutch Maribine Regions in Ceylon, and Mrincomalee in
particular, which they planned to use as a spring board in their
desizns on India.

At this time the French armies had overrun The Netherlands
antd Duteh power was in a state of decline. In the last stages ol
the negotintions batween the DBritish and J. &, Van Angelbeek, the
st Duteh Governor of Ceylon, Lord Hobart, the British Governor
of Yort St Georgs, Madrag, sent o lebter dated Tth July, 1794, tc
Van Angelbeek. This letter was delivered by Hobari's Ambassador,
Major Patrick Agnew te Van Angelbeek in. Colombo on the 25th
of July, 1796, It assured the Dubeh that the British came as their
ancient  friends. only for a temporary oceupation of the Duteh
possession’s, to be held in trust until the war with the common
enemy Irance was over. Lord Hobart undertock to respect the laws
and customs of the country and held out that no fresh taxes and
duties would be imposed, provided provision -was made for the
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defraying ‘of expeuses of internal government. Trade would be free
and the inhabibtants would be permitbed to trade with the DBritigh
territories on, & -most favoured Nation footing. “The Officers of the

Dusch Governinant would be left in full and free pessession of their
employmment until His Majesty’s pleasure shall he known.”

None of these assurances were honoured by the British and
in 1800, four vyears after the Capitulatien, Lord/North, the first
British Goveérnor of Cevlon, in a secret dispateh to Lord Dundas,
the British Foreign Secretary, stated that: “The Dutch inhabitants
are iminical, being almost o a man ruiped by our oceupation of
Cevlon,” ‘and thab, “their personal as well as the Nabicnal connection
between them and the mother oountry and the vemaining Dutch
Bettlements require their exclusion from Government employment so
as to render us independent of the Dutek and to deatroy their
influence in the country.”

The imposition of the coconut tree tax further aggravated the
misfortunés of the Duteh community. Unemployment among the
Duteh community was rampant and ab its worst during this psried.
There was a mass exodus of our people, mostly io Batavia, and
the community dwindled te about 10,000 in the whole Island,

Thereafter, it took our depleted community a little over two
generations to adjust to a new language and to their mew rulers.
But revive they did, éxiricating themselves from what seemed a
hopeless situation by their industry, integrity and abiliby. One of the
leaders of the Great Borgher renaissance which started in the middle
of the last century was Charles Ambrose Lorensz, who was born
on the 8th of July, 1829 and died on the 9th of August, 1871,

It is fitbing that we name him the Moses of the Burgher Community
ag he infused his communify with a new self-respect, idenbity and s
senge of pride in their achievements, This dolden era lagted &ill the
departure of the British in 1548 and then followed the same old
patbern of digcriminabtion, inseeurity, frusiraiion and a mass escdus
to Australia and eother couniries. I predict, however, that given a
litble move time our youth after they have broken through the language
hartler completely and have hecome emobionally and psychologically
adjusted o the polibical changes brought aboub in recent vears will
distinguish - themselves once again in the professions, the publie rervice,
the private sector and in the Arts and Sciences. [t gives me great
pleasure to note that $fwo voung members of our community have

as well,
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recently covered themselves with glovy

ere in the Medical College and
have saet a shining example o obhar ¥

This 1 exn oung members of our community,
LThis 1s orly a heginning. We must do everything we can to help our

young people especially in education by leaving them an inheritance
of confidence, humanity und fuikl 80 that they toc when the time
comes, may exbtend the hand of iriendship and serviee to the young
of the future gencrations of Burghers and to fhe old and needy

“THE WISHING WELLY

{The last three verses)

Give me, fair stream, not gold nor love -—

. Nor fortune high nov wealth of days,

Nor stvength to rise the crowd above,
Nor the deceit of human praise !

But this:« That like thy waters elear
_ Though créeds and systems come and go,
Unvexed within a narrow sphere,

My life with even stream may  flow-

May flow: and 8H its desiined space

With this, at leass, of blessing given-—
Upward to gaze with fearless face

Avd mirror back — Some truth . of Henven,

| ~ CHARLES AMBROSE LGRENZ
(Published in Fraser's Magazine, London .. September, 1854
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Paper read by Mr. S A. W. Mettan, Retired Senior Assistant
Government Archivest of Ceylon on *“The Dutch in Ceylen” on the 9tk

July 1980 at St. Andrew’s Hotel, Nuwara Eliya, to a2 greup of visiting
Tourisis from Holland spensored by the AMRCO RBark of Amsterdam.

THE DUTCH IN CEYLON

Ab the ootseb, 1 rmust say that the snbject on which 1 have heen
askod o speak to vou today is one thab is difficult o deal with appronti-
ately in a lecture of short duration. Oue could veally write volumes
on the subject, Bub I will endeavour, as briefly as possible, to present to
you some of the more salient features of the period of the administration
of the Dutch V. 0. C. in this emereld isle, which has been described
by one author as The peatl of India’, and to show you, as far as possible,
what manner of people the Dubeh in Ceylon were and how they meb the
demands of the age and clime in which their lob was casf, and more
especinily what specinl contribubions they wade during their rule of
approximately 150 years over Ceylon to the genernl weollare and progress
of this country and its inhabitants.

To give you some historical data of the circumstances connected
with the coming of the Duteh to Ceylon, it would sufiice I bhink to say
that it was primarily due to the founding of the V.Q.C. in March 1602
by Johsn van Oldenbarneveldt and the obher infinential merchanss in
Holland, whose effories fo capture the Bastern markefs in spices and
other articles of commerce from the tropics from the Porbuguese, who
held the monopoly at the time, that resulied I several voyages to the
TFast Indias by the Duteh for purposes of trade and commeres.

Prior te their final settlement on the maritime districts of Ceylon,
thers wore several explovatory vovages, first by Joris van Spilbergen in
1602, and later by Adam Westerwolt angd others, who came out here as
emigsaries of the V.0.C. to the King of Randy, whose relations with the
Portuguese ab the time had deterviorated. The Wing of Kandy was
anxions Lo get rid of the Portuguese and sought the assistance of the
Dutch with promised eoncessions for trade to help him to see the
Portuguese out of the Island. The negotiations between the King and
the emisparies of the V.0.0. resulted ulbimately in the capture of
port of Galle in 1640 and Colombo in 1656, and alsc cther maritime
Portuguese forts later until 16568, when all the maritime forts of the
Portupuese were finally eaptured and taken over.
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Initially the Duteh occupied only these magifime forts and the
immedistely surrounding areas until the year 1765, when the entive
sbrip round the whole of the coast of Ceylon, up to a lmit of 5 Dutceh
miles {(about 30 English miles approximasely) Wé,s “geded to ithe Dutch
by the King of Kandy by Treaty after a prolonged war of three years'
duration.

. Boon after their arrival o Ceylon, the awdministration of bheir
maritime forts was divided into three separate Commandements or
Provinees, viz: Colombo, Jaffna and Galle. The Governor himself
direetly administered the Colombo Commandement with the assistance
of a Military Commander. This Commandement estended on the
Western Coash from Puttalam and Kalpitive in the nowth to Bentota
on the south. Jaffna and Galle wsre administered directly by Corn-
mandeurs, who were rosponsible o the Governor and his Qouncil of
Poliey in Colombo- The Jaffna Commandement included the maritime
Torts on the Wesb coast from Kalpitiva northwards and aiso Trinccmalae
and DBastienloa on the Fest Const; and the Galle Commandement
sonsisted of the districts of Galle, Matara, Hambantota and Tangaila on
the south coast of Ceylon.

 The Governov was assisted by a Political Council cousisbing of
the principa) officlals of the Company, of whom ihe ‘Hoold
Administrateur’ (who was in charge of the commercial activities
and trade) and the Dessava (who was responsible, like the present
day Government Agents, for the inland administration apd land
revenues ete outside the main forts). That, briefly, wsas the set-up
of the Company's administraion in the Island throughout the antirs
peried of its rule over Ceylon,

I will now endeavour to give you briefly some of the tuore
iaportant features of the Duteh administzation and their stay in
Coylon, aud parbicularly what they did in their efforis to conbribube

- to the general welfare and tho social and economic progress and

pl"lospérity of the counbry and its peoples.
EBUCATION & EDUCATIONAL ESTABLISHMENTS

: The Hducational estahlishment of the Dutch in Ceylon was one
of thelr greabest contribubions to the progress of this country. The
dominions of the country were carefully mapped out into school
eireuits and schools, at which free vernacular education was provided
under a schews of compulsory attendance. Commenbing on their labours
ta-the "field of education, the famous English writer and journalist

S P
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of the past . century the IIen Mr. John Ferguson savs: “We are
accustomed to think of the Duteh rulers as selfish and mercenary,
but the records of a long list of schools in the Colombo, Galle.
Matara, Jaffna, Mannar, Trineomalee and Batticaloa districts, show
that between 1750 and 1780 A. D., there must have been at times
as many as 91,500 children attending achool, and more wondsrful
8bill, a very large proportion of these weve girls. Considering how
small a portion of the Island”,. he adds, “‘the Dutch really held
and the comparatively limited tofal population, the attainment in
schools and scholars was truly wonderinl”. School tombos or registers
were maintained showing the names of children, the dates of their
admission to school, their ages at admission, the dates of their baptisms
and . departure from school and other details, all of which even today
provide a vast amount of genealogical information, relating to Sinhalese
{amilies in particular A complete series of these Tombos is preserved ab
the State Archives in Colomho, The village school was also the Church,
and some of these well-designed and well-buils, though simple
gtructures, survive even today, and the village schoolmaster is still
sometimes described as Palliya Gurunanse’ or ‘Palliva Mahatmaya’,
Annually two msmbers of the School Board {(8cholarchale Vergadering’)
a clergyman and a layman selected by the Governient, visited each
school, at which. they remained a whole day, and afier a (ull inspeetion,
submitted an annunal report to the Governor and Couneil, On these
ccdasions, baptisms and marriages were also solemnized by the clergyman
affer careful enquiry as to whether fhe vpareats or parties understood
ity nature and its obligations. 1 shall refer later fto the work of
the two Beminaries established under the religious establishment of
the Dutch.

AGRICULTURE & IRRIGATION

In order to encourage and increase the cultivation of riee and
other crops and to develop the agriculfural; resourees of the country,
the Dutsh initiated and carried out many important works of irrigation.
Two of the best known of these weve the Urubokka and Kirima
dams, which was a monument to the skill and energy of Captain
Foenander, the Duteh Engineer, who suceessfully completed the work.
The object of the Urubokka dam was {o fturn the superabundant
water which periodically inundated and ruined some of the richest
tracts of land in the Matarn district inbo.that of Tangalla in the
Southern .Provines, whose extensive tracts had previously to be
abandoned owing %o the scarcity of water. This magnrificent work
improved the cultivation of 8000 acres of paddy fields. The present
(Government has now underfnken a similar projest in renewing these
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ageful works and the facilities whieh were made available by thig
origina} scheme of irrigation. The Mulhiviyawa  tank, .,perha:ps the
fs't.’rgest fresh-water reservoir wade by the Dutch for irrigatiori purposes
in the Western Province too served 2000 actes. The Giant's Tank
in the Mannar district was constructed to serve the needs of that
district. Unforbunately ‘these great works of utility construeted by
Fh'f?__ putch fell into negleet after they left the Island. The Government
is how devobing ‘much time atid attention to renewing these useful
projects for the benefit of agriculture. The TBritish Enginser,
Mr. P. M. Pingham, in his work on the history of the Public
Works qua.rtment,' referring to thess irrigation works, says: “CGiants
made them, and giants only can restore thein'.. True to the instinets
of their. _homela.nd_, the Dutch also constructed several eanals - for the
seansport of goods ete. in Ceylon, utilising the numerous lagoons
and  waterways that lie along the coast. The most irnportant of these
vanals is the ome 80 miles long, -which starts in the Kalutara
disfrict  and  connects Colombo with the salt-producing town of
P.ut:ta.lmn and serves the rich coconut districts of the Western const.

§ The intehsive cultivation which distinguishes the Jalfra péninsuls
is l'a,n inheritance from the  Dutch days and is réminiscent of gardens
in Holland. Duiing the administration of the Governor Mr. van Ihoff,
p’_h_e pottion of this Island from Colombo southwards, which was
deseribed as waste lind, was surveyed and divided among the peopls
fo 'bei plante’:ﬂ with eoconuts.. When the British took over, the whols
Qt:.:_the soth-wgstern coast presented the seene of unbrokeu groves
of -c?gonut_ which we find to this day, Tt is interesting o note that
the . malmmoti_a', the favourite agrieultural implement of the Sinhalese,
was introduced by the Dutch. '

S £1 the days of the Dutch the streets of Colombo were shaded
on each side by double rows of trees. These ornamental and shade

trees have now disappeared, though they - still survive iz some other
towns of the Island,

.;_;:‘Sqme, of the most delicious fruits are grown from nuturalised
exotics introduced by the Dutbioh. Among these may !E;e ‘named the
mangosteen, the soursop, the logaat, the star apple, the canafy almond
g}udtbe lovi-lovi -as the Malays eall it. Cocoa._'a.ﬁ&“coffae too were
f__lr_glﬁ introduced to Ceylon by the Dutek in the earl& yea'.m‘ of the,
I8tk . century. . o






