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A HUNDRED YEARS AGO.

4 Lecture delivered & the D, B, U. Hall on the 29th
August, 1924, by E. Q. Anthonisz.

I am not sure that [ do not owe you some apology fdr
the attempt to draw your minds away even for a little while
from the all-absorbing present, with its stern demands on

. your vigilance and your activities, to a somewhat distant past

in which most of the things which govern our lives to-day
were unknown. But I have thought that a few glimpses of a

bygone time, in which the conditions of life were different

from ours, in which the surrounding aspect breathed of

greater tranquility and the thoughts of men were less dis-

tracied than now, would, at least, be of some interest to you '
if it did not serve to enliven your spirits a little in this busy

life of to-day.

A hundred years ago, to be quite exact, wogld take us to
the year 1824, Buf the period I propose to deal with here ig

" the quarter century counting back from that date to the time-
“when this island was ceded to Great Britain by the Dutch,

in short, what I shall attempt to present you with is a view
of men and things here during the early years of the British
oceupation, Several accounts of this period have been pub-
lished from time to time, beginning with that of- Captain-
Robert Percival, whose book appeared in'the year 1803, and
that of the Reverend James Cordiner in' 1807. All these



102 THE JOURNAL OTF THE

writers have treated this particular subject in rather a general
way. Quite recently an excellent little bock was brought out
by the late Mr, J. P. Lewis entitied *“ Ceylon in Early British
Times,” much in the lines in which I would wish to treat my
subject here, But his book dealt ‘mainly with the sayings
and doings of the English community. I am sorry to find
that no serious attempt has yet been made to place before the
present generation any similar facts relating to the Dutech
commuaity : no clear notion is to be obtained from pubiished
accounts of what manner of peop!e they were, how they
lived, and how they occupied themselves.

T shall first speak of the elements of which this Dutch
community was composed. The following passage, from an
old '\'i’riter,* makes this sufficiently #clear to us. He says:
¥ The Duteh community in Ceylon is composed of various
“ Buropean races who obtained service in the Duteh East India
“ Company, and who are known to the natives of the Island
“generally as the Dutch, they having no idea that these come
“from different states in Europe. This composite Kuropean

*Dutch community is again sub-divided according to the:
*“descent of the children: the child of two Europeans was
“ealled o pustiz, the child of a Ruropean father and a pustiz

* mother was called a castiz, and the child of a European or
* castiz father and a native mother was called a mizxtiz.” It is
easy from this description to understand the application of

. these terms. A Furopean, strictly, would have been one born

in Europe, whatever his nationality, while the terms pnstiz
and castiz were applied to those born in the island of pure
Ruropean descent. A mixiiz would be one who was Eurcpean
on his father's side and native on his mother’s side. The
object of this differentiation is not very clear, unless it was

intended for social purposes. Much distinction was not
made in the privileges accorded to the separate classes. At
any rate, if a rule was based on this, the rule seams to have.
been violated to such a degrée as to leave the matter in un-.

qmtamty At the time then of the arrival of the British the.

I, C, Wo]fq Rewen nagr Ceilon, -
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Dutch community, i.e., the civil and military servants of the
Dutch East India Company, who belonged to the Govern-

~ment, and the Burghers or free citizens, who carried on com-

mercial or industrial pursuits on their own account, was:

- composed of these three classes; 1., Europeans; 2. Castizes
~(including Pustizes), the children of pure Europeans;and 3,

Mixtizes, the chiidren of Huropean fathers and native
mothers Of the rest of the town dwellers, which consisted
of the Tupasses or ha]f caste descendants of the Portuguese,

‘of the Libertines or freed slaves, and of the pure ndthBS_

employed in various capacltles, there is neither lslme nor

space to speak here.

The sayings and doings of the early British have been
chronicled, as I have said, in more than one place, and by no
one 8o well as by Mr. J. P. Lewis in his admirable little book.
He has not zaid much about the Dutch and has not treated
them unkindly; but, after all, what we know of our own
ancestors -of this period is either very scanty or grossiy
inaccurate. It is well-known that some English writers of
the period, and several of later times, have painted the old -
Dutch residents in Ceylon in colours by no means flattering

- to them, Some of thess accounts are manifestly malicious

and actoated by ill-feeling, and appear on their face to be
false and unirue. One name especially has come down to us
as the most prominent of these deiractors, viz., Captain -
Robert Percival of the 18th Foot. There is no need to cite’
any passages flom his book ; but when he makes stich a state-

-ment as this: “ The Dutch ladies have a custom of cracking

their joints, and rubbing them over with oil; which renders
them uncommonly supple,” one may forti an idea of the

_general terour of his description and the extent of his per-
“erse misrepresentation. Lord Valentia, who visited Ceylon

shortly after this, bears witness to the feeling of resentment
which Percival had created in the breasts of the Dutch people

‘here, 8peaking of a visit paid by him to. Galle with the

Governor, the Honourable Frederick North, he says: * The

_Govemm gave a ball to introduce me to-the Dutch Tadies

there, but they had taken prodigious offence at a ‘character
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given to them in & Work Jabe]y published by an Enghsh
ofﬁcer, and would not therefore visit an English Governor.”

Yet not to be outdone in wanton abuse by a writer on the
spot, Percival's reviewer, Sydney Smith; in England, carried
the slander 1o such an extravagant point in.a passage that
has become quite notorious that we could only express sur-
prise at a writer of his eminence thus vilifying an unoffend-
ing and respeciable community of which he had no first hand
knowledge.  In view-of this it will, I am sure, afford us some
satisfaction to know that these progenitors of ours of a
hundred years ago were not so‘black as they havs been paint-
ed nor of such a character as to make us their descendants
blush for their vices and imperfections. We shall see that on

the otlier hand they lived cleanly, honest, and respectable

lives, surroinded by such refinements as the age and then
) cucumstances provided,”

. The condition to which the Dutch inhabitants were
brought by the cession of the island to the British is a subject
upon which muech light may be obtained both from econtem-
porarv records and from traditional accounts that have come
down to us. Thut no wholesale exodus of the Duteh inhabi-
tants, sueh as we often hear mentioned, did take place at the
capltualatmn is abundantly clear. Ii was sometime before
even the military, who had become prisoners of war, could be
temporarily. transported, while the commercial servants
generally had to remain in their offices for a couple of years
to close the books of accounts. During this period they were
allowed, what was called, "' a reasonable allowance ™ for their

servwes by the Brmsh authorities. Some idea may he form-

ed of .the number of Company’s servants thrown out of
employment from the fact that the lists of those for whom
subsistence allowances were asked from the British autho-?
rities, contamed 60 for Golombo, 75 for Jaffna, 75 for Gialle
and Matara and smaller lists for various outstations. At
this time, while the issue of the war was still doubtful, they

would seem to have been cherishing the hope-that the island,
would yet be restored to the Dutch. Any such hope shounld

have been abandoned when, on the 27th March, 1802, -the
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. treaty of Aniiens décided;that “all the possessions and estab-

lishments in the: island of Ceylon” belonging to the Dutchi

- were to be ceded to the British. But so firm: had been the

balief that the termination of the war would see them placed
in statu quo that there were some stubborn souls whao for
many years nourished this forlorn hope amid all the. changes,
and upheavals that were going on around them. From this
cause, probably, and no doubt also from the pain and incon-.
venience attending the breaking up of their life-long homes,
a great many of these. Dutch. people felt reluctant to leave
Ceylon in a harry. They considered it best to bide their time,
But they were not aliowed to be arbiters of their own fate, or
at leasf to make choice of their future allegiance. The orisis
came in 1806. Up to this time those who had no, ties in

‘Ceylon and those who were sufficiently wealthy betook them-.

selves to Batavia or Holland, electing to await the issue of

events there. Those born here, whose domestic interests
" were in Ceylon, and also those whose means were small
" .remalned . .in the island awailting their convenience. But on

the 22nd Qctober, 1806, there was issued the fiat of the British

. Government which compelled ‘them to malke their choice at
once. The Dutch had been sending cartel ships for the
-~ transport to Batavia of such of their folk heve as were pre-

pared to leave the island. These ships were also the channel:

by which communication was carried on with Batavia, The

British Government now decided to put a stop to this. By
an official advertisement bearing the date above-mentioned
the Governor, Sir Thomas Maitland, proclaimed that after
the depatrture of two cartel ships, which were then about to

‘leave, all such communications as were hitherto carried on:

should cease, and that no other ship would be allowed to
enter the harbour in future for the purpose of transporfing

the Dutch inhabitants to Batavia. The time allowed them

for decision. was'scarcely ten days! The proclamation went
on to state that all the. subsistence allowances granted .to:
those who had been turned out of billet would cease at the
end of the month.. It might be imagined what consternation:

‘this peremptory order created among the poer, forlorn people,
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already  left desolate and miserable by the loss of their liveli-

hood. A great many of them quickly made up their minds to
avail themselves 'of this last opportunity. Others, whose
circumstances prevented their doing this, asked to be allowed
to remain, but were required to atate their reasons. The
English agents at the several centres received instructions,
without loss: of time, to prepare separate lists of the two
classes—those who elected to go and those who asked to
remain.  Most melancholy arve some of the statements made
by the latter, giving the reasons for their inability to depart,
One high official was at the time bed-ridden and begged that
on that account he might be allowed to remain. As a matter
of fact he oniy survived this request but a few months.
Another, the son of a former commandeur of ‘Galle, -and him-

self an onderkoopman in the Dutch service, could not leave a8

his creditors would not let him.do so. Another, a vice- presi-
dent of the Landraad Court, was advanced in years and fesble
in health and wished to bury his bones here. Another was
nearly blind and could go about only with great difficulty.
Nearly all expressed the desire to leave, but pleaded inability
" to do so at such shorl notice. Those who elected to depart
were' required to furnish, in tabular form, information as
regards the members of their household : wife, children, num-
of servants and number of slaves. But, with all the hasty
preparations which these had made, nearly three-fourths of
their niumber were compelled to withdraw their “application
and eventually remain in Ceylon. This happened under the
'followmg circumstances. In the. first place, it was found
that the accommodation in the ships was very inadequate,
‘and also, that it was far from suitable for the conveyance of:
the more delicate members of the families, "Reports had also
arrived by the later of the two ships giving gloomy accounts

of the conditions prevailing in Batavia at the time. Epidemics-

of fever of a severe type were said to be raging, from which-
several deaths had occurred. Above all it was stated that
there. were no vacancies in the service for those who went,
and that many of those who ‘had previously gone were still.
unprovided for, - In a letter from one of these to a friend here:
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" the. following passage occurs: “ Do not leave Ceylon just
“riow. You will fare worse here than thers, There is. sick-
_ *ness all overthe place, and we are very unhappy * T had: the
- privilege of intimate acquaintance with one or two of a paat.
 generation, who were living at the time and remembered the
- circumstances which prevailed  here. - One of these had a,

vivid picture in his mind of the preparations for departure;

: when he was 2 little boy : of the piled up boxes and the deso.:

late empty house; then of the sudden change of plan s of the,
parting with some of those who went away ; and afterwards,:

" all the trouble of refurnishing and settling down again.in t'he
_old house. . These facts give us some idea of how it was with;

the old Dutch folk at this time,  The following passage from
a well-known contemporary Knglish writer™ may I thl[}k be
taken to deseribe their situation pretty accurately. The.

“ Dutch inhabitants of Ceylon, excepting a few families, are

“reduced to sircumstances of great indigence: but by rigid-
“ and meritorious economy, and some of the lesser labours of:
“industry they maintain an appearance in the eyes of the,

“ world, sometimes affluent and gay, always decent and res<;

“pectable, They are chiefly composed of officers (prisoners
“of war) with their families, and widows aund daughters of
“ deceased civil and military servants of the Dutch Hast India
“ Company. Thegreater part of them are proprietors.of hrous.es, ‘
“ which they let, with considerable advantage to the English:
“inhabitants. If a poor family should only possess one good

© “"house they retire into a smaller or less convenient one, and:

“ enjoy the benefit of the surplus of the rent, which they receive
“by relinquishing a more comfortable dwelling.” This would

. indicdte to some extent the manner in which they maintained:

themselves and succeeded in keeping the wolf from the door..
But the British Government discovered that it had need of
the services of many of these Dutch Gompany s servants, and.
some of them were ready to accept the offer of employment:
madé to them. Amongst-the first who took the oath of alie-:
-glance Ito me Gaorge TIT and received appointments were.
Gerald Joan - Fybrands and Stephen Barvon wvan- Lyndon,;

; *Rév, Jas. Gordiner : Description of teylon,
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ondercooplieden or Junior Merchants in the Company’s service,

who weére appointed members of the (ivil Raad under thé
British Government, and, for their readiness to transfer
their sllegiance to the British, received from the Government,
besides the pay of their offices, an extra ailowance of 100 and
75 rix dollars respectively for their lives. Other appointments:
were that of Frederick Baron Mylius ags Fiscal of Colombo,
Philip Jacob Dormieux as Dutch translator to Government
with Albert Hendrik Giesler as his deputy. Jan Hendrick
Ludoviei of the medical department of the Duteh Company
was appointed “Asgsistant Surgeon at Mafara and eventually
rose to be Garrison Surgecn of that Station. But the gl'eat
majority of the Jompany’s servants kept aloof, and it appears
from a petition presented to Governor North at a subseguent

date by Fybrands and van -Lynden that their action in so -

readily becoming British subjects raiséd them ** many enemies’
amongst the principal Dutch inhabitants”  Yet few of these
could hold out long; so that,  when a Government Procla-
mation in 1802 croated a large number of Sitting Magistrates’
Courts throughout the island, there was quite a ¢rop of Duteh
Company’s servanis appointed to the posis which had to be
filled. It would take too much time and space in a brief
survey of events such as this to mention the names of
the persons who weire thus provided with employment. It
is, T believe, well known that many of our . Dutech Burgher
families to-day trace from ancestors who at this time
. became Sitting Magistrates and other functionaries under
the British Government. Among the early appointments
to which reference might be made here was that of Jacob
Nicolaas Mooyaart {afterwards anglicised to James Nicholas
Mooyaart) who rose in® the course of time to be acting
Auditor General of the Colony. His brother ~Anthony

Noel Mooyaart elected to go to Batavia and rose to eminence

in the service of the Netherlands. His descendants, as
Duteh subjects, are still living in Holland, while the sons
of the former, viz., the Venerable Archdeacon Edward Moo-
vaart, Mr. Henry Mooyaart of the Ceylon Civil Service and
the Reverend Richard James Mooyaart, retired to Eg]and angd
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left- descendants there. Other appointments were those. of

Joan Gerard Xriekenbeek and .Cornelis Arnoldus Pring,

appointed proctors, who both acted as Advocate Fiscal at

different times. This post corresponded. to that of Attorney
- CGreneral at the present day. Johannes Hendrick Reckerman

became Fiseal of Colombo and Gualterus Schneider, Land

‘Burveyor, and eventually, Surveyor Greneral of fhe island.

A number of young men who had acquired some scientific
knowledge was appointed land surveyors of districts.

Whilst these secured employm'ent and threw in their lot

" ‘with the new rulers many still remained stubborn and refused
 to take service under the British, depending on their own

slender resources and endeavouring to eke out a livelihood

by various mesans that came to- hand. It was at this period

that the reduced circumstances of some. gentlemen of the

"Company’s service compelled them to take to occupations

even beneath the status which they had formerly occupied.
Some took to industrial purauits, but most of them had re-
course to trade in various forms. Those with any capital
imported what they called “ Europe goods,” others opened
little shops for the sale of local commodities, We find Johan
‘Frederick Conradi, who held a high office in the Dutch service,

_take up the business of auctioneer and commission agent.

Others who took up the same business were Carl Christiaan
Muller, Johan Reinier Fryer and Hendrick Dirksz.  To most
of these Company’s servants, from the highest to the lowest,

‘the commercial calling appears to have made a special

appeal. Governor van Angelbeek, who, we are told, immedi-
ately after the ocapitulation, settled down f&o the life of an

" ordinary burgher, kept a small vessel in the roads of Colombo

which was used to ply between Ceylon and the opposite
coast. In the year 1800, Commandeur Fretz, living in retire-
ment at Galle, applied for permission to forward 56 bales of
cotton-goods to Europe. Count August Anton van Ranzow
became baker to the troops at Galle, Of those who went in
for trade in particular Cornelis Everhardus Potger kept a

. shop in-the Fort of Colombo, where, in 1808, he offered for
- pale various goods imported from the Cape, such as dried

2
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ifruits—apples, pears, figs, peaches, .etc.—as well as -Cape
Madeira, a.wine very popular:with:the :Dutcéh inhabitants in
sthose.days. ;He-also, a little later, -sold * Ohina 'goods,” by
which I *helieve -was 'meant, -not Chinaware, ‘but various
.articles -procured-from China, -such as:nankin, -silk hats, :tea,
augar candy, ete. ‘Willem Harmen:Maas.in his.shop in Baillie
Btreet advertized-for sale what he called *“all sorts of goods.”’
Hendrick-de:Haan :in 1812 had a.shop in-Main Street where
he exhibited -choice -assortments of jacconet and -coloured
_1(_:ambr-ic for dresses, which he.imported divect from Europe.
We might go on naming other en,tgljprisi-rig tradesmen of
_ those.days, _but_thjs_,w.o-u!dngthink._sufﬁée;to show hdw-neafly
.all the small trade, now.in the handg of the Moorish, an.lta.wia,
.and Sinhalese shopkeepers, was then in those of the ‘Dutch
- Burghers, A great deal of the shipping then ‘was by coast-
‘wise vessels.and by small craft that plied between Ceylon and
the neighbouring continent. and islands. These vessels. were
commanded -by some of the .Dutch Burghers of Ceylon; To
name a few, there was Jan Graban, master of the .schooner
~J'!\J'rv;.qva, Bernard Passe of the schogner Eliza, Olke Edema of
the brig Ann and Andreas Kern .of another schooner Ncméu.
At was of course.at a much_latér-period'that Barvend de .Waé,-,'s,
,commanded the Government .steam packet Seaforth. ‘Whilst
.,thelfmen-by: pursuing these various callings maintained thém-
_selves in decent respectability the poor widows and maiden,
Jladies found suitable occupation. for themselves O:;eﬂof their
most fruitful sources of .income .was .by the keeping .of
_bakeries. These bakeries for which licenses appeared to hdve
.heen xe__ad_ily.,granted hy:the British_(}overnmeﬁt were, nume‘r-
.ous in-those days. In 1808 no less than.45 persons,not neces-
.sarily all ladies, received these licenses, The price of a.% ib.
loaf of bread was fixed at;3 pice, equal.to about. 414 cenﬁs;,.and
. ,the prices ranged up.to 18 pice or 27 cents for a6 lb. loé,'f.m It
would be interesting to.name, here some Jof-f,'_bh_e;d;esériﬁti;:;ns'.of
.bread stuffs and biscuit turned out at these establish,-me.n.t-s.
__B%side,s_,t};e.vordinar__y-white bread, tasty forms of- v.v.hci)lé-‘meal
.or brown bread swas much.in. vogue. There was ‘a.‘lso‘ zu;j]cler-
.braod or sugar bread, annice kockjes, .leitere,n,.bpm:q;ﬁes ‘_z,g._nd

" % keep the golden hands in motion,
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ﬁunﬁérouﬁv_confections"u which have now’long gone out: of use:
and memory.
In 1802 King George TII ordered the formation of two

.

regiments  of infantry for service in Qéaylon, the rank and .

_ file of which was to consist of Malays and' certain native
_vices. The European officers to be appointed” to the corps’
. were to be on the same footing'in all' respects as other uificers’

o_f'His Majesty’s service, This wasan opportunity forthe
employment of a few of the younger members of the Dutch
community, and the song of some of the late Company's

~ servants. received commissions Thus we see the following*

appointed as lieutenants and9nd lisutenants in His M'ajesty’é
army : Charles Drieberg, Gerard Giesler, Alfred and Theodore
Mylius, George Tranchell, Martin Conradi and Gerard Fretz,

By the end of the quarter’ centur-}:f- wa are. dealing with

‘all the Government offices came to be filled. by some-of the:
" old Dutch Company’s servants and their sons. So twenty or:

thirty years later, we have Sir Emerson Tenant speaking;ofﬁ
the Dutch Burghers of his day. in the following terms :.“ They

‘" have rigen fo-eminence at the Bar, and occupied the highest.

“ positions.on the Bench. They are:largely engaged in mer-~
“ cantile pursuits, and as writers: and clerks they fill places of.
“.{rustin every administrative establishment from the depart-:
“ ment. of the Colonial Secretary to the humblest police: courtk
“ [t is not possible to speak too. highly of the. service of: this:
“ meritorious body of men, by whom. the whole. machinery: of:
“ overnment is put into action under the orders of the civil:
“ officers. They may fairly be described in the language: of.
“ gir Robert Poel as the ‘ prazen wheels-of the executive whiech-

"

. We shall now leave this part of our subject and proceed’
to make a more intimate acquaintance with the mode of life;
the pursuits and the’ surroundings of the people. Let us begin
with the last of these points: Seeing how rapidly the places
around us Have been clianging within our own recollection;
it will strike one that the Colombo, Galle and J affha. of &
hundred years ago must have presented quite a different
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appearance from what they do now, or even what they did fifty
yoars ago. Here in Colombo we have seen the disappearance
of old landmarks, not oanly in the Fort, but for miles sur-
rounding the city. Old Dutch buildings have made way for
towering “sky scrapers,” elegant bungalows in the modern
style have risen where till lately there was nothing but
cinnamon jungle or groves of cocoanut trees. New roads
have been opened, old ones widened, and majestic bridges now
span the newly opened tracks construeted to cope with the
enormous inorease in traffic, These rapid changes have taken

place chiefly within the last decade or two. Previously pro- a

gress was slow and gradual; so that about 50 years ago
Colombo, Galle or Jaffna remained nearly the same that they
were in the time of our grandfathers and great grandfathers.
There are several of us, for instance, who stili remember the
old Fort of Colombo, surrounded by ramparts, with its ser-

-pentine north gate opening out towards the Pettah, the draw-
b'iridge over the moat, the shorter south gate towards Galle:
Face, the sally port and the causeway crossing the lake to:

Siave Island, But the Colombo of a hundred years ago was
yet different from this. Tho -residential quarters were then
confined to the Fort, the Pettah and to short distances in the
northern and southern suburbs; and these last, such as
Grand Pass, Medera and Colpetty were called country places,
The fort itself, within its walls, contained the residences and
the places of business of some of the people of guality, both
Dutch and English. We have seen some of these houses
before they were pulled down'; but, from having been pleasant’
and lively residential quarters, they had already by that time
been converted into offices for the great mercantile firms,
The position of the sireets, however, has undergone no alter-
ation, although the names. by which these were then known
have been changed.  For instance, to the old Dutch residents
in-Colombo, what we now called Queen Street, was known as
“the road leading from the south gate to the Church,” the
church referred to being the old Dutch Church which stood
where the Gordon Gardens are mow, and from which the
hodies of the Dutch governors were removed to Wolvendal in
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1813. It was a moﬂeés.-delapi‘dat‘ed building at the time, and

- remained a mass of ruins for many years after. Baillie Street

was then called * Koernade Straat” and Chatham Street
“ Beer Straat.” The meaning of these. names has been the
subject of some dispute, and, as far as I am aware, no satis-
factory explanation of the origin of the terms has yet been

offered. 'I‘he way out of the Fort was by Prince Street, turn-
“'ing down Jfrom Cargill’'s corner fowards the old building now

used as the Fort qui'ce Station. Here, . a long, serpentine

- gate led out to a draw-bridge over the moat, and a little
further away, after a turn, to a causeway crossing a swamp

called the Buffels veld or Buffalo Field, It was on the right.
of this causeway that, early in the British period, the Racket.
Court was formed, I must take this opportunity to give the
true history of this familiar old pleasure ground, dear to the
youth of the Pottah of a few decades back. There has been
a good deal of speculation as to the origin of this name; and

“some of the theories proposed have been absurd enough, It

should therefore be stated that the name had nothing to do

. with Dutch times, nor was it in any way associated with the

Dutech Administrator Bartholomeus Jacobus Racket, to
whom one ingenious writer allotted .it. At the time the
British took possession of Colombo the whole area between
the fort and the Dutch burial ground was a swamp, which
for obvious reasons was called the Buffalo field The plan of
filling up a part of this and converting it into a Racket Court

‘was devised mainly by the military officers of the garrison;

bus the cost of the work was defrayed by public subsecription
from * gentlemen subscribers,” as they were called, both civil

_and military. A great many workmen are gaid to have been

employed in its construction and the work appears to have -
been completed about the end of 1820 or the beginning of
1821, The Racket (ourt also has alas now disappeared and
only furnishes us with a subject of meditation on the vicissi-
tudes of time: first a swamp in which the buffaloes sported ;
then a pleasure ground for the English ladies and gentlemen
of the day to play the old-fashioned gatme of rackets or tennis;
then a primitive cricket ground where the youth of the
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Pettah: fiest: practised’ the famious: English:game;.soon to. bew
come’ the' premier: cricketers of the:-day:;-and now;. at last, the-
resorti of rice'merchanis and traders and the scene of all thelr

gordid: tvansactlons of barter and:sale:

Pursumg_ oir' way northwards after passing the cause:

way  we entér what is iow called Main Street. It was then

called Hoete Stiaat, and was the principal’street of the Pottali.”

Ifé;‘.'é' stood’ some of thie largest and finest dwelling hiouses.
These have all undergone change. Where otice there was a

diversified” line of frontages with stoeps and balbonies and:
railed verandahs; giving a cliarming domestic appearance to-
the'street we now have the monotonously long pavements for
pedestrlans Yet even after most of these Houses lad been

appropriated by the Moovish shopkeepers tliere wers still to
be" seen, till' recent times, traces of the residences of the

“Heeron eﬁ“’ﬁémes“f’ of a hundred years agy, in the massive -
walls and’ doorways of some of the buildings: The parallel’

streets; Keysel‘*Streef and Prince Street were a]SO fashion-
able resideéntial quarters: Thelatter was known as * Orphan
Houss' Street™ from the lofty two storied’ building; still
standing, onde the' Orphian House and now used by the'
. Volunteers. Some of the old houses here Have not yet
aitogsther’ disappeared, but' they lave been converted from’
quiet, cleatily, dwelling Houses to shops and goods'stores full
of'grimie and dust, with the' roads continually blocked by carts
' ¢rowds of natives jostling one arotherall day.. TIt'las
beenso'also with the Gross Streets. Those of us' who remems=
ber' the: Poftah<<the Oude Stad or old’ city, as it used to be'
calléd|-=when niany Dutch Burgher families still lived in- it
- could realiss hiow restfully and’ comfortably the old people of
a ' hundret'years sgo lived here without any of the traffic,
or thé’ congestion, or' tHe smells which are now characteristic
of the' place
_ We now leave the Pettah by Kayman 8 ‘Gate, There stood’
t’he o}d ‘belfry, anment and’ hoary as now, but’ the surroundmgs‘
wete all different, It then stood on an open square of’ ground;
and a few yards further on the right the water of the laks
reached up to the odge of the road. At this pomt a8 now
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-thAere were.the divergent .roads to the.right.and the;left,fhe
former -leading .to Hulftsdorp -and the:lattar fo. Wolvendal.
The .origin of.the name, Dam Street had been a, knotty point

with some antiguarians, but L think,thas all specnlafion on

this:subject, may be set aside ; becanuse . there gan.be no, doubt
:that up o the parly years of the Jagt century, this road was
to a.ll intents and purposes what may .be. calied a dam. And
"the name could only have been applied to, 1t by the Enghsh t

‘The water of the lake bounded it on the ughtfrom Kayman s

' ",G‘rate as far as San Sebastian corner, and _portions of the other
" side of the road also sloped to the water. For instance, from

‘the entrance to -Moor -Street up to the foot of -San- SBabastian

‘hill the road had'been a-causeway across an inlgt of-the lake.

‘These ‘are a few points of-difference:between the; town
6f Colombo ,and its.environs a hundred years ago; :and the
city of.Colombo. of, the present, day - We might traverse other
parts of city to Grand Pass and Modera, .to. Hulftedorp and
“Wolvendal, pass along Korteboom and Groenswyk . .and
.Blomendal all places redolent of the spirit of industry and
enterprise’ and witness .of the foresight of our Dutch ances-
‘tors, but neither time nor space will permit us to go further _
‘Our object here merely is to get some notion of I:he genera,L
conditions by citing a few examples,

Tet us now . see:how these old -folks went .about in-those
‘days. ‘We must.remember -that it was 8. time -when -there
were.neither .rickshaws, nor tram-cars, nor mofor-cars, when
cthe. railway itself had never yetibeen: heard of.  ©Our modern
.means of locomotion have been devised:-to meet theexigencies
of the present.day, and we could now hardly.get on without
.them, while 'in their case, except for long :journeys to distant
;p‘laces taken occa.smna.llv, the eircuit of theirdaily perambula-

+ In the discussion which followed, the delivery, of this legture it W As
polntéd out by Mr. B H. van der Wall that - there are in some of ..he“‘cnms
.jn. Holland : even at the. pregent day streets which  bear the name-*yDam
Straat,” and that it was probable the name here. ougmated with the Dutch
‘I-helteve this is very convmcmg tlie Dutol word dam is xdentwal with’ the_

" English word, o
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tions ‘was very limited. They had need for but few.con-
veyances, and horses and carriages were a rare luxury. The
horse carriage most in vogue was the gig, a light two-wheeled
~carriage drawn by one horse. It usually had but two seé.ts,
and when there was a compartment behind for two additional
seats it was called a “ family bandy.” Besides this, people of

quality indulged in the luxury of a “curricle,” which was a two .

wheeled open chaise, drawn by two horses abreast, During
the time we are now dealing with this was usually reserved
for the high.placed British officials. People generally walked
when they had any visits to pay or any engagements to k'eep.
Some of the short journeys in the neighbourhood were per-
fm_-med in a triekel, which, as its name indicates, was a three
Wheeled conveyance, It-was pushed by a cooly from behind,
while the wheel in front acted as a rudder to direct its coﬁrse,
‘and was manipulated’ either by the occupant inside or by a
second cooly walking in front. This was a favourite with the
ladies going_tq chuch or paying” calls. Two other modés of
conveyance must be mentioned, both used in longer journeys.
One was the far famed palanguin and the other the fonv’on
both carried on the shoulders of coolies. I fear the generation
?vhioh saw these vehicles, either in use or laid by as lumber

is now fast passing away. So it may be necdssary to describe,
them. - The palanguin was a box resembling, as may be
supposed, the body of a palanguin carriage, fixed to two poles
which projected in the front and the back. It was borne on

the shoulders of four or more coolies. The occcupant lay down

or reclined inside on. cushions, This was the means of
travelling long distances, when relays of coolies used to be

posted on the way, The fon-jon was a smaller vebic-le its

body shaped somewhat like a modern rickshaw, but fixed 'to a

pole by which it was borne on the shoulders of two coolies, -
To‘these ancient conveyances, which have now quite passe(i

out of use and sight, must be added the bullock cart and the

ha:ckery, which many peaple of good socié_l ‘position \&ho

wished, or were compelled, to avoid the expense of a pa.la:nquin
did not then consider infra dig to travel in, o
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=" The subject of these conveyances on land leads us

' ‘naturally to that of the means-of communication heyond seas.

We have to remember that the steamship had then not yet

" appeared. All voyages to distant lands were therefore made
" in sailing ships, and of these thers were several varisties. _Thé

long voyage to Europe was usually made in-a square-rigged,

_three-masted vessel of not less than 400 tons burthen, to

which alone it was usunal to. apply the term ship, Smaller

. oraft were distinguished by such names as brigs, schooners,

ketches, and cutters; the last, which was probably the same
ag the well-known challoup a sloop of Dutch times, was used

" only for the short trips in the neighbourhood, No such roads

as we have now connected the different towns in Ceylon with

* one another. Therefore communication with Jaftna, Trin-
comalie or Batticaloa, and often with Galle, Hambantota.

Negombo or Chilaw, was by these coastwise vessels. The
voyage to Europe tock about six months, We read that the -

. first Wesleyan Missionaries who came out to Ceylon embarked

at Portsmouth on the 30th December, 1813, and arrived at

" Galle on the 29th June following (1814). News from - Europs
- _also came in the same belated way. They had nosub-marine.
* ¢ableg or the electric telegraph, and, of course, the telephone

was never dreamt of. 'They never had the excitement of

following the course of great svents such as we had, for

instance, during the late War, or even during the Franco-
Prussian Warof 1870. Itis stated that the same vessel which
brought the news of the battle. of Waterloo and' the banish-
‘ment of Bonaparte, also brought the particulars of all the
exciting events which preceded it for several months.

It is difficult in the short space of a lecture like this,

' and in the time to which I must restrict myself, to deal with

all the various contrasts which are presented in' a comparison
- of the lives of thosé days with ours. Many matters which bear
on this subject must needs be omitted. But there are’one or
two points whieh it is essential for us to touch upon if we
‘are to- obtain a tolerably fair estimate of the circumstances
of this period.  The personal appearance of the people, for
instance, is full of interest to us’in their inquiry - The old

3
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Duteh folk were a very conservative race, We know this
from the habits of the old people of our own acquaintance,
Just as stubbornly as they adhered to their old custums, their
theories and their superstitions, they were very slow in follow-
ing the fashions. They did - not readily imitate those who
came from Europe. There, about this time, the French Revo-
lution had created a great change in the costumes of both men
and women. The extravagant headdress and the hoop petti-
coat of the ladies, characteristic of the 18th century, had
given way to a simplicity of dress which tended towards the
classical style, The heavy brocades were replaced by light
~ muslins made into clinging frocks with low bodices and high

waists. So also the men gave up the full-bottomed wig and -

the three-cornered hat, the powdered hair and the pig tail.
Instead thoy wore their own hair which they smeared with:
macassar oil to such an extent, that the anti-macassar, so
familiar to us in our youth was brought into requisition in
order to protect the drawing-room chair backs. Breeches and
stockings were replaced by close fitting pantaloons and
Hessian boots; the long surtout by cut away coats; but
these were still of various colours with gold or gilt buttons,
the colour most-in vogue being blue. This reformation in dress
which dominated the fashions prevailing during the first two
decades of the 1%th century found the old Dutch folk here
still clinging largely to the old order of things. The wig, the
pig-tail, and the three-cornered hat were seen along with the
cropped hair and the chlmney -pot hat; breeches and panta-
loons were seen side by sidé. In short, there was a strange
medley of the gaily decorative style of the 18th century

with the plain stiffness of the revolutionary period. Some -

Dutch ladies still wore hoop dresses of heavy material and
delighted in the use of flowers, bells and other ornaments in
their hair. [ have heard it related of a lady in Galle, a Mrs.
Le Garde, who wore a headdress to church which contained
g0 many little bells that those inside the church were made
aware of her approach before she sntered the edifice by the
tinkling of the little silver bells in her hair. But the poke
bonnet gradunally became fashionable with those who wore
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any head covering, doing away with all the former extra- -
“vagances. Many of the Ceylon-born ladies, however, wore no

head covering -at all, but went about with bare head, their
hair parted in the middle and fastened over the ears with

little combs.

" - We have been told that in Colembo there was but liitle

- intercourse between the Dutch residents and the British.
"The aloofness was probably chiefly on the side of the Duich

and may be explained by the feeling of bitterness which

~-naturally would be created in the hearts of those who had

been dispossessed of their position and influence here towards
their rivals who had come into possession. Cordiner has told

" us that “ they meet seldom unless on public occasions, when

they are mutvally friendly and agreeable to one another,”

“but that * this led to no intimate acquaintance or lasting

attachments.” One event of this period may however be
mentioned to show that the relations between thosge in the

" highest society were not altogether of a hostile character.

“When Governor van de Graaf left Ceylon in 1793, and was
succeeded by his father-in-law wvan Angelbeek, his young

‘daughier remained behind with her grandfather, and after

his death, with her uncle Christiaan van Angelbeek. On the
27th November, 1802, she was married at Colombo to the
Honourable George Melville Leslie, who had come out as one
of the earliest British civil servants. He was a son of the
Farl of Leven. - The event appears to have been celebr_at_ed'

. “with some festivity ; for we read the following announcement

in the chronicle of the day: * On Saturday, 27th November,
“180%, at the Country House of Christiaan van Angelbeek,
“ Esq., Colpetty, near Colombo, was married the Honourable
“ George Melville Leslie, Paymaster-(General on the Island of
“(eylon, to Miss Jacomina Gertruida van de Graaf, only

““daughter of His Excellency the Honourable Willem Jacob

* van de Graaf, late First Councillor and Director-General of
“the Dutch Settlements in India, by his Lady, Christina
“ Elisabeth van Angelbeek.” Then we read again that an
* elegant and sumptuous entertainment was given by Mr.
*and Mrs, van Angelbeek on the 27ith November, 1802, to
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*““H. K. the Governor and principal inhabitants of Colombo-

L1

in honour of the marriage of their niece to the Honourable
‘Mr. Leslie.” - Thers was a daughter -ef this marriage, Mary
Christina Melville Leslie, -who went to England with her
~ parents and died there unmarried, at an advanced age,-on the

6th November, 1892. Many other’ marriages between Dutch '

and English couples took place at this period-—too numerous
indeed to be all mentioned here. A few instances would
suffice. John William Carrington, Treasurer of the Colony,
married a daughter of Frederick Baron. Mylius; Charles
Edward Layard married Barbara Bringentina Mooyaart,
grand daughter of Commandsur Anthony Mooyaart. They
were the parents of the late Sir- Charles Peter Layard,
K.a.M.G, Government Agent of the Western Province. - A
daughter of Commandeur Fretz of Galle married twice, first
Lieut.-Colonel John Macdonald, and secondly Dr. Reynolds of
the 51st Regiment ; five daughters of Johan Frederick Conradi

married English officers and civilians, and two daughters of

Andreas Fverhardus de Ly of Galle married, one, an officer,
and the other a civilian, These- are but a few of such
marriages,  Yet in spite of these alliances the Dutch lived
their lives somewhat apart from the English. Chiefly in the
Pettah of Colombo, in Galle, Jaffna, and the smaller towns

‘ * they kept the nois¢less tenor of then way »

free from most of the tumult and distractions that block our

path at the present day, The houses in which they lived,
both in external appearance and in internal arrangement,

have been described to us in'several places. Their articles

of diet were wholesome and dainty, and the skill of the house
wife in the culinary art has been almost proverbial- with us
for generations. Their manners were unconventional yet
decent and courtly. Domestic' discipline was enforced in a
firm but gentle manner. The authority of the master of the
house was paramount. His wife treated him with a quaint
and well-bred homage, which in these days would be con-
- sidered formal and obsequious, but was then well understcod,
-and in no way affected their devotion and their loyalty to
each. other. The children were taught to respect their
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parents, not in. early youth only, but even after they had

grown up to be men and women, The guaint old-fashioned

custom now, I fear, very much ridiculed, of the sons not
smoking in the presence of their parents or elder me-mber_s of
the family was universally observed, Age everywhere was

' honoured and respected.- Most.of the domestics in the Dutch
- houses at this time were slaves, and these were treated with

almost parental care by the master and the mistress, a care
which these creatures résponded to with great attachment

- and -devotion. The religion of the house was of the cold,

puritanical form characteristic of the Dutch ~Reformed

| Church. The sabbath day was strictly obselwed.l Every
'.'Sunday, morning and evening, the family went to church. .

Here in Colombo they all attended Wolvendal, and, on these

‘occasions, the place was crowded yet presented a solemn

appearance. The Governor's pew was now closed, for, a.las__,
the Dutch Governors had ceased tobe. But the pews along
the walla were still filled by the old Company’s servants in
the seats they were wont to occupy in former days.‘ The
soats in the body of the church were reserved for the ladies
who sat apart from the men. .The congregation stood up for

' ‘prayer and sat when the Psalms were sung, just in the same

way as is still done in Holland,  The elder Palm ministered
to the congregation during nearly the whole of this period.

"He had been sent out by the London Missionary Society m
1805, but after that Society had withdrawn its agencies, and

the old Dutch ministers had departed or died, he remained

~here in permanent charge and proved truly loyal to his trust,

stnvmg to keep his congregation faithful to their tradmons
and zealous .in the endeavour to mainiain the use of the
Duteh’ language. It appears that in 1813 he had fallen foul
on this subject with Archdeacon Twisleton who had been
appointed Principal of Schools; for we find the Archdeacon
complaining to the Governor on the 3rd January that year

" ‘that Mr. Palm had excluded from communion in his church
- all those Dutch descendcmts who did not use the Dutch

language; and, a little later, he was apprehensive that Mr.
Palm had secured the establishment of a Government School
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for the purpose of “ perpetuating the Dutch language in
“ Ceyionma. language which -he, the Archdeacon, thought

ought not to be encouraged here, but be allowed to die

*away.” But, ‘alas, the Dutch language was doomed, and
whatever the causes, the English language in a short while
took ite place among the Duteh descendants as the language
of polite sdciety. At this time the men spoke Dutch among
themselves and the ladies only when conversing with
strangetrs, but Portuguese was the language of the household.
The children spoke it with the slaves and used no other till
they went to school and learnt o read and write. T hada
curious confirmation. of this very recently from a Dutch
pamphlet given to me by a friend. It happened to be a review
of a paper of my own on the subject of the disappearance of
the Dutch language in Cewlon. The writer had consulted
Professor C. C. Uhlenbeck of Leyden on this question. Pro-
fessor Uhlenbeck, who, it may be mentioned, is a well-known
philologist in Holland, is a descendant of a family which had
formerly been in Ceylon. He said that he remembered his
grandmother, who belonged to a family in Ceylon, after she
had spent a whole Jife time in Holland, even so late as the
‘middle of the 19th century, preferring to express herself in
Portuguese rather than in any other language.

_ We have now observed many of the circumstances pre-
vailing here at the time, so it wounld be interesting to know the
names of some of the people who were living here then and
somse incidents or ogcuirences relating to them. Very early
in this period we find many of the principal officers of the
late Government disappearing from the scene, some by death,
as Governor van Angelbeek, others by departure to Holland
and Ba.ta.wa. But there were some who remsained and buried
their .bones here many years after the British had been
established in the island. Mention might be made of Pieter
Sluysken, who had been Commandeur of (alle before Fretz,
and’ whu, after holding the post of Director of Burat, retired
from service about the time the British came here and re-
turned to live in Ceylon. His house was the building after-
wards occupied by ' Cargiils in Colombo, on the ‘site- of
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which now stands their present handsome edifice. He lot .
this house after a while and retired to a residence in the

* Groeneweg,” which was probably the same as that now

called Green Path.. His death occurred on the 15th Sep-

~ tember, 1813, and the funeral, it is stated, was largely

attended, We read. that the “ whole of His Majesty’s Civil

and Military servants” accompanied his remains to the

grave “ as a token of respect and in remembrance of his un-
bounded hospitality to the British Officers at the period of

-the capture of the City in 1796.” His tomb, one of the largest

in the Pettah Burial Ground, may stifl be seen there. .Among

_ others who made their permanent residence here was Count .

August Carl van Ranzow, who lived till the forties. His
rezidence was in Prince Street, not in the large two-storied
building which was the Orphan House, as I find it mentioned

by one writer, butin a smaller house on the opposite side of

the street, Nexf door lived the widow of the Reverend Carl

- Sezilles, much advanced in years then. Her son practised as

a Notary and had several daughte:s, one of whom married

. Johan Arnold Kriekenbeok and another Abraham Cornelis

van Cuylenburg. Then when we come to Main Street, Huybert

Jacob” Doebratsz and his wife were living thers in 1815 in a

house opposite to that in which Hendrik de Haan h":ad' his
Sho_p. The widow of Abraham Leopold Gratiaen lived in a
house in Keyzer Street, where in 1811 she made her will. She -
had two sons Johsan Michael and Josua, and several relatives,
who received legacies, viz., hor half sister Catharina van

Geyzel, widow of Frans Ledulx, her niece Susan Backer, =

widow of Louis Martin Butger and her nephew Daniel

_ Gerhardt who was also her executor, Daniel Gerhardt was

the son of Dominicus Gerhardt who celebrated the 50th
anniversary of his marriage with much festivity on the 23rd
January, 1802, in a house in Main Street in the close vieinity

" of the Kayman’s Gate Belfry. Next door lived old Mr.

Wickerman, inlo whose house, somewhere in the twenties,
came Hendrik Huybertsz from Galle. It was not far from
thls spot that Huybertsz in after years had a place of business
——p:obably in the identical house, The names of many other
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. eccupants of houses may be mentioned : the Reckermans, the
Andringas, the Bodyns, the Donwes, the Goldesteins, the
Schroters, the Staats, all living in Colombo at the time, But

these must suffice for the present, and we must now take a

peep atb G-alle

After the ceagion of the island to the British, Commandeur.
Diderich Thomas Fretz, to whom special reference was made
in the Articles of Capitulation, continued to reside in Galle
for several years, only removing to Colombo shortly before
his death in 1814. Like others of lower estate than himself,
he settled down to the life of a simple burgher, eking out

" whatever income he had by a little trade. He was a thin,
spare man, of medium height, with courtly manners, who

continued to wear his wig his long surtout, breeches and silk o

stockings up to the day of his death, and he usually rode out
in a small curricle drawn by a white pony. The Dutch
residenis at Galle did not abate any of ithe deference and
respect they were wont fo pay_him when he was in-supreme
authority in the place, and he, freed now from the restraints
of his exalted official position, moved about among the people
with a kindliness and courtesy which was much appreciated.
. There was one particular resident whom we are told he treated
with marked friendiiness, This was Jan Marten Wittensleger,
who, after the withdrawal of the Dutch Ministers from
Galle did duty as Proponent to the Church and Congregation
there. Wittenaleger had a somewhat varied career, His
father had come out from Amsterdam and died shortly after
the birth of his son, who when quite a lad, being of an ad-
venturous turn of mind, worked out his passage to Holland
with the thought of settling there; but after a year or two
returned to Ceylon and took employment in the Dutch Com-
 pany’s service at Gtalle. It was but a subordinate post, and
he continued in it till the British cccupation threw him out
of billet. Of irreproachable character and conduet, fairly
well educated, and devotedly attached to his Church, he
became an elder about this tiime, and, as I have said, when
the Church was left without a pastor, they chose him pre-
ponent, For him Commandeur Fretz had taken a special
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liking and received from him in return a respectful and falth-

-~ ful alleg1ance One little 1nc]dent is, I think, worth ‘men-

tioning. The Commandeur was once driving out in his
curriocle and met Wittensleger walking in the road, when he

_' ~-at once invited him to a 'seat beside him. But Wittensleger
_in his modesty, and jealous for the Commandeur's prestige
‘and dignity, conld not see the propristy of his riding beside

his former exalted patron. So, “ Neen, neen, Achtbaren Heer,”

. he exclaimed, "als dese Kngelsch ons zien tezamen ryden,

wat voor een mensch zouden ze onze Commandeur houden,”
“ No, no Honounred Sir, if these English should sée us driving

- together what opinion woitld they have of our Cornmandent.”

There were other residents 'in Galle at ‘the time whosé
relations with Commandeur Frotz were not of 86 agreeable a
nature. One of these was Lieutenant Johan Godlieb Buaiten:
muller of the Wurtemburg Regiment, who from all accounts
that have come down to us was a scamp of the first water,
and looked upon'by the rest of the townsfolk as a Philistine

“in Society.” We are not- concerned here with his acts of

gallantry or with the escapades by which he made himself-a:
terror -among the peaceloving residents, but the folléwing
little incident may be mentioned. In Qotober 1801, one of
the Commandeur’s danghters had been asked in marriage by
Lieutenant Anselm of the same Regiment as Buitenmuller,
The latter, a widower at the time had also been a suitor for
her hand, but had been_reje-c‘ted.' “In consequence of this ‘he
organized a plan of harassing and annoying the young lady,
and, it is said vowed he would mar her prospects. It was

" mecessary that the Governor's license should be obtained for
" the marriage with Anselm, and Commandeur Fretz, in applying

for the same, made the additional request for a dispensation
to have the p1oclamat1on of the three banns on the same day,
urging as his reason that the ‘“ malice of Lieut. Buitenmuller
way go 8o far as to prevent the marriage taking place.” We
have no means of knowing how he could have succeeded in

‘thig; but it is a fact that the marriage with Lieut, Anselm

did not take place, but that shortly after the young lady
ma.lned Dr. Dirk Schaap of the Dutch Company’s service and

4
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eventually left with h1m for Batavia, where she died so late
as 1873, .

Another pmminent and interesting figure in Galle at this
time was Andreas Everhardus de Ly, son of a former Com-
mandeur and himgelf a high Civil Servant in the Company’s
Service, The change of rule had left him without emplovment
and in reduced circumsiances. He had pleaded as his reagon
for remaining in Ceylon that his creditors’ would not let him
depart. ‘On the death of wife, Dorothea van der Spar in 1811,
leaving him no male issue, he, in a fit of deep melancholy,
made a will in which the following passage occurs : * Whereas
“I am the last surviving heir of the male branch of the
* Family or House of De Ly, I hereby require, wish and desire
* that my said Testamentary Executor will name and appoint
“a Percon to carry my Family Arms before my corpse to the
* place where it is to be interred and then and there to break

“my  gaid Family Arms to pieces as the same being then

" extinct.” Yet a few years later we find him consoling
himself by making a second marriage with a young woman
very much his junior in vears.  This lady survived him up to
the sixties and I had the good fortune to see her and even to
converse with her in her advanced age. However when he
died in 1821 the terms of his will in regard to his family arms
were stricily carried out. A gentleman of good birth was
gelected to mareh before the bier holding the hatchment with

the emblazoned shield of the De Lys., After the burial the -
wooden panel was placed ‘over the grave and shattered to .

pieces with an axe. Many: other o¢ld families then living
at Galle have since become extinet in the male line. To
mention but a few, only the names of the foilowing now
remain: tlie Rabinels, ithe Treks the De Moors, the Luyks,
the Waltzells, etc.

Matara was at this time a station of greater importance
than now, being a garrison town with afairly large Buropean
population. T shall not stay to -describe the place more
fully, but would relate an incident—~somewhat amusing but
characteristic of ‘the time—which ocecurred there soon after

.the British hiad come into occupation. The Maha Mudaliyar,
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it is mentioned, on a certain occasion, gave a sumptﬁbus
_entertainment to the principal British and Dutch residents of
- the town, at which several of the old Dutch officials sat side
by side with the British Officers and Civilians. Great harmony

is'said to have prevailed in the company till" it came to the
proposal of the health of His Majesty King George 11T, when
the following unfortunate contretemps occurred, All present
stood up with glasses raised, among them Dr. Jan Hendrik

* ¢ Ludovici, the Grarrison Surgeon; who, in repeating the words

“(t0od health'” pronounced them in his Dutch way, which

- gounded something like ** Goo-de-hell.” An English Officer
- seated next to him upon this challenged him for a duel, de-
' clarmg that he had wﬂttu and deliberately 1nsulted the

Klng The matter appears to have been settled without
recourse toan engagement, but'it became the subject of a
subsequent Goverament enqmrv of which a record may I

- believe be yet found,

In Jaffna, also, the most deserted now of all the Dutch
towns, yet the hest preserved of all, there were living then in
peace and comfort a great many Well known families, who are

‘hardly even a memory to the. present generatton. The two

Commandeurs, Bartholomeus Jacobus Raket and his brother
Mattheus Petrus Raket, who succeeded him, lived there in

* early British times in contiguous. houses in the Main . Strest

of the town, outside the Fort. These houses are still standing
much in the same state in which they had been, and were

" referred to by people till recently as the houses of the * oude

Commandeur” and the ‘jonge Commandeur,” But, alas,
they have now been converted into tobacco stores. There is

. still standing the house in which lived old Mrs. Van der Spar,

who had been a Dormieux, the widow of Johannes Van der
Spar of the Dutch Company; also the house of Christian
Gerard Saalfelt in which his widow continued to reside for

_ many years and where in 1816 she signed the Petition to the

Prince Regent for the emanclpatlon of slaves. I have also
had pointed out to me the house of Johannes Alexa.nder
Maartensz, one of those who retamed his pigtail and his

breeches and his long hose to the last, whose widow Susanna
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Elizabeth Mooyaart, a diminuative, silver-haired lady, grand

daughier of Commadeur Anthony Mooyaart, died there in the
fifties and was. removed for burial in the vault of the Mooyaarts
within the old Church. All these names have disappeared :
80 also have the Verwyks, the Dormieuxs, the Meybrinks, the
Saalfelts, the Ribergs and a host of others. No cne who
has heard of these old folk and of the secial life of Jaffna of
their day could 1 am sure, when now traversing the fine,
broad streets. of the town, refrain from mghmg over the
memories which the past recalls.

These are but a few mor sselsa1 from the annals of a hundred

years ago which I have here placed before you. They are

indeed but “chronicles of small beér.”” Many more names
mlght be mentioned of these departed folk and more of their
sayings and doings recorded but if what I have set down
will seérve to give you aplctule however 1mperfect of the
homely lives of our ancestors, I do not think I have altogether
wasted your time this evening ; because I feel sure that many
a lesson might be drawn from these primitive times and these
uneventful lives if we only know how to apply them to
ourselves in this work-a-day life of ours.

'letters to the Tndies as * young, _stroug
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DUTCH PREDIKANTS IN CEYLON. - |

TﬁANSLATIaD BY C. B, DE Voa.
{ Continued from p. 86.)

Johannes Jacobus Potke, acted in Geyion and Was

A -_L‘menhus yob in 1758 (?)

~ Nicolaas Rlemersma born at Holswa.rd weib tio aneker_
on the 13th June, 1693, to sbudy languages By order of the.

_ Directors of the Fast India Company he was appointed proponent

by the classis of Amsterdam and was chosen for Oeylon asg sucess-

. gor to the Revd. Johannes Raidl, Bector of the Seminary at Colombo,
with a view fo devotmg himagelf exolusively to the nabive ministry.

At the time he left'the Netherlands (1701) he was refarrsd fo in
o Well frained ” and
“ bhat he was a good witiness of hig life.”” Hoe travelled diract to
Ceylon, not to Babavia, via the Cape of Good Hops and reached
Colombo in 1702 whera he wag posted till 17LT. Tn 1705 he took
part in an examication of scholars who were o be promoted pro-
ponents—an examination that turned out to be unsuecessful.

" In 1712 he returned to the fabhe1land a.nd was in Leyden ag late as

1796. o
Johannes Ruel or Ruell lefs the Oape of Good Hope for

Ceylon in 1630 and arrived in 1691 or 1692 and was a._ppomi'ed,l

predikant at Uolombo. He was also Rector of the Sinhalesa,

. Seminary gsince 1698 and was indued ifs firzi Rector. A year and -
- a half earlier he was relieved of the duties of predikant owing to
- duties connected with the Seminary. Hs aeguired much profi-

¢lerioy in the Singalese language. He preached his firsh ‘sermon
in it the 14th October, 1696. He also wrote a Sinhalese Grammar
{Amsterdam, 1708, 4°) and translated several works. Bat ‘“hig
“labours in Ghe study of that language and the translation of
" several edifying writings have, to our (i.a, the Consistory” at
g Batavia) great regret, been roendered fruitiess .owing o the
* abolition of the Seminary : as however. aceording to our Ceylon
“ hrethren, that vineyard had already produced good fruit and
“ given hope of much gain for Christianity in that island.” 8o men

‘wrote to the classis ‘at Amsterdam on the 32nd November, 1700.
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z"xlthough his daties ealled "him a,lwa.ys'a,mongsb'bhe native Chris-
tiang, ye$, in 1700, he also proached in Dutch owing to the gearciby

. bhers was then of predikants. "He also preached the ‘gospel in
Portugnese. Ha died in May 1701,

_Heuricus Saakens, Sakéns or Zakens, studied at the
University of Fransker, Ha became proponent in 1720 and wasg
pnminated predikant in Oeylon on the Bth Septembor, 1723. Hs
was fn Colombo in 1724, e applied for his discharge in Novem-
ber, 1738, but appears r_jot. to have received it at onee as he Wﬁs
s6ill in service in 1742, '

Francois van de Sande, appointed ag predikant by tha
‘(llhambar atb Ams.berdam and went to the Indies in ﬁhé ship
Bambesk.” Hae reached Batavia on the 29nd November, 1700,
and bedame very. ill a week after his arrival. On recovering hg
wenf on a mission fo Bantam, Samarang and Japara in 1701 o
adn_:tinislser the Sacraments. He wag senf o Caylon on the 17th

July, 1702,_ and was stationed ab Juffeapatam in 1704 where he
died on the 6th April at the agd of 39. |

... Wijbrandus Scaevola or Scevola was the son of Wil-
.helmus Beaevola. . Hs. wag appointed predikank ab Scharnegoubum‘
in Friesland, on the 8th July, 1704, " On the 22nd March, 1717,

: he iwgs appoinfed aﬂ: Amsterdam to the ﬁ:inisbry in the Indies and

a.xfnved_. aﬁ Batavis in l;he ‘foll"qwin_g year. - He wag then sent to

Ceylon and stationed ati Colombo. Thereafber ho was, in 1722

b}-g‘usferred bo Jaffna. There he had to gerve the congregabions aJi:

Ma.nna.r, Trincomales and Batticalos, In 1738 he was unfit to

carry on his duties owing to old age. .
o Jacobus Schee, sppointed by tha classis of Walcheren,

reached Batavia a8 predikant on the 16th July, 1688, é.nd wa;

later sent ko Ceylon and stationed af Galle -He died in 1678,

Antenius Scherius or Scheer was born at Nijmegen and
studied at Leyden. He wag appoinfed predikant at Hekelingen
near Briel in 1658. In 1662 he left for the Indies and on the 24th
July of the same year arrived in Qeylon, was stationed ak Colomiho
and was President of the Consistory in 1668. in the following
yaa:r, owing to misbehaviour, he wag sent to Batavia. In 1670 ‘he
arvived ab Oochin (Malabar) and raturned home in 167i. On
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refurning to the Netherland he succeeded the Revd. Franciseus

Bmanuel do Moraes as predikanh ab. Langerak In the name of

‘the classis of Grouda under whose jurisdiction this congrégation
- wag, the Revd. Corn. Cuperus, in a letter addressed o the directors

commissioned with eoclesiastical matters in the Indies, enquired

“ of the reasons for his reburn’to the fatherland, This manuscript

is still extant in the archives of bha elagsis. o 7
Johannes Philippus Schmidt or Smit* was born in 1699

“and studied at Loyden. He Was .ap'poi_uted‘ predik'a.nh_ at Laren
“and Blaricum, near Naarden and in 1738 went to the Indies and
‘arrived in Ceylon in 1742 where he was predikant at Colombo and

sinoe 1746 at Gallo. He was Emeritus in 1769. His request to

" be exempted from the return journey and $o be permitted to tomain

by his congregation at Galle was _g'r'_a_,ﬁted. He was there even in
1785, S o
(To be continued) .

* We may add the following fuller particulars regarding this clergyman,
whose connection with Ceylon was, unlike some of the others, of a somewhat
permanent nature : Yte was born in 1699 at Hanan, a town in Hesge Nassau,
on the right bank of the Main. Having graduated at the Leyden University
and served.-as predikafdt at Laren and Blaricum, he sailed for the East in

- 1738, arriving that same year at the Cape of Good Hepe, where Re served for
a period of 4 years. On the 23rd May, 1739, he married there Johanna
Constantia Pfeil, daughter of Pieter Pfeil, Burgerraad of Cape Town, and his
wife Anna’ Maria Six van Chandelier. TLeaving for India with his wife, he
arrived in Ceylon in 1742 and was at once appointed to Jaffna, whence he
proceeded to the charge of the Galle Church in 1746, He had only one child,
a daugnter, Maria Adriana Constantia Smit, born in Jaffna, who married Ist,
at t3alle, on the r3th July, 1759, Hendrik Anthonisz, Vryburger of Jaffria,

and zndly 3rst July, 1775, George Michiel Kroner of Pappenheim, Captain

D. E. L. ¢, Johannes Philippus Sunt, whose wife had died in Jaffna, married
a second time at Galle, Isabella de Kroise, who had been married twice
previously, Ist to Hendrik van Doornik and zndly to Pieter Wilhelm Behm ;
but he had no further ¢hildren. He died at Galle in 1788 and was buried in
the Dutch Church in tue vault under the pulpit. -
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A LETTER FROM BATAVIA, 1867,
TRANSLATED BY R. (. ANTHONISZ '
(Concluded from page 94 )

19th March, 1807, 7 p.m.~—I was so weak yesterday and - -

all to-day through hunger and -much purging that I cmild not
hold my pen; but I now feel stronger after the doctor dis-
covered that I had no fever las evening and to-day; and, as
the colour of my motions has changed from black to its

natural appearance, I have been allowed a diet of some vege-

table and meat. '

 To-day I learnt with much pleasure that the wife of

- Mr. Aarniks and Schutz’s two children are not dead, but

getting better now ; but I heard with sorrow that the youngest

child of Brukner, not a year old, was buried yesterday. What

a hard blow to a man to lose a wife and two children within
such a short period !

Mrs. Lesltiet is to leave this for Kurope in a Dafiish ship
the' middle of next month with a niece of the Governor
General's wife (a German lady who had arrived here with
her husband_, a Major in the Prussian Service.)

Captain Thierbach has become Military Auditor; Cap«‘

+ tains Hoyer and Schroeder have been retired on their appli-
cation with full pay, and have free lodging with a certain
Major Flandringa, and Adrigam is stationed here, The rest
of the Ceylon Officers have gone to Samarang. Lecroix looks
capital and, being now the senior lieutenant, has a chance of
being promoted captain on the next vacancy. His wife and
children are also doing well,

20tb March, 1807.—The fever has left me and my
acquaintancgs, new and old, congratulaie me on having been
lucky enough to “ surmount the crest of the billow,” as the

"t 8he was Miss Jacobina van ds Graaf, daughter of Governor Willemn
Jacob van de Graaf and grand daughter of Governer van Angelbeek, She

married at Colombo in 1802 the - British (ijvil Bervant, the Hon, George
Melviile Leslje,
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-. saying is here, They treat me .as a regenerated cow, I am

still very weak, especially in my knees, My eyes also are

" sunken, but that will improve gradualiy. It is sufficient that’
I have come through it all alive and ‘have a prospect of
peace of mind after a prolonged rest.

When I see pass my door any one clothed with high
authority., who had arrived here only 7 or 8 years ago, and
who could by no means be considered a Pheenix, the thought

enters my mind, or rather, the question occurs to me: “ Why

did I not come here 6 or 7 years before this? What a man

~'would I be now!” But in a moment my heart is prepared
.. with an answer to this prompting _of my ambition and si‘l‘ences’
it at once with the simple unanswerable objection: * How

then would you have had your Carel® and your Toontje ?":
Would you exchange them for riches and great estate ? No,
indeed no, not for any treasure or worldly greatness would T
part ‘with these jewels, I would rather wait patiently for
what the fates would bring me and keep a good heart.

There is a report that Captains v. D. K. and Venekam

" have been cashiered and disgraced by the Supreme (Govern-

ment. [ shall, however, not voueh for the truth of this £l T

" am better informed. Ranzowt of Galle lias been summoned

before the Court Marshal here at the instance of the Galle

_officers, and, so far as I see, he will most assuredly break up.

His daughter has been conducting herself in a most ridiculous
fashion on board. She openly declares she will marry no one’
but her beloved B, and the fellow has a face like a rotten
omelet. y . :
Van der Wall, the youngest, is as foolish as he has ever
been. He is however Onderkoopman and Librarian of the

© Political Secretariat. He would have risen higher if. he had
. remaind in the Office of Justice, because he is senior to the

present Secrefary. But they are glad he exchanged, [ am

-

* These, a son and a dauzhter, grew up, married, aud in course of time,
died here leaving descendants. ) ‘ -
T Count August Anthon van Ranzow, who died at Java the following

: : i in Ceylon and
. ear (1808). He was a brother of the Count who remained in
’ 'irived (till the forties in a house in Prince Street, Pettah,

3
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reminded here of & certain remark made by the late Governor

Falck on an application for retirement submitted to him. Qur:

mutual friend is, as the saying goes, in perdition by his stupid
anonymous productions of—what shall T call them-——poems ?
no, I would rather say verses.

21st Mareh, 1807.—To-morrow morning I go with my
fellow lodger for recreation to spend the day with a friend of
his who lives in a beautiful country place out of town, and
the day after to-morrow I resume my official duties, 1 fesl
much lighter than 1 did. for a long time in Ceylon, and the
blood-purifying vegetables appear to have had a beneﬁolal
effect on me.

Brukner’s third child alas, was also buried yesterday.
Good God how could he bear thist

27th March, 1807.—The relaxation of 1ast Sunday in
the country place I have referred to had so far dene me good ;
but they say I returned to the office too soon ; that I should
have had at least 14 days’ rest; because the day before
yvesterday I again had fever, more severe than before. As
Schaap is no longer in my neighbourhood, but lives about one
and a half hours’ journey® from me, I had to send direct for
- Doetor van Loen, who is a real doctor of medicine and is con-
sidered the most skilful physician here.” He gave me 30 pills
of calomel, rhubarb and ipecacuanna to be taken, five a time,
every 2 hours. Last evening and this morning I have had no
fever but I am not yet up to the mark. The doctor says there
is nothing the matter with me and that I shall be all right in
a couple of days; that my constitution lends itseif easily to
the medicine; and that I shall guickly get inured to this
vicious climate,

Van Brukner’s fourth and last child, alas, also died last
night. He had very high fever.

25th Mareh, 1807.—Lecroix has been promoted Captain.
Thierbach, instead of auditor, has been appointed sor_nel:h'ing
else with the rank of Major, and Hoyer, I understand, receives

Ty 1/2 English mijles,
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only - 50 rix-dollars per month instead of his full pay. Old

Van Geyzelt of Galle is also already in the Kingdom of the

- dead.

Tt seems Damé Forfune has taken to smile on me. First,
I consider my promotion from junior assistant te qualified
boekhouder a good sign. Secondly, I have recovered my lost
watch by a payment of 15 rix-dollars. I was sitting chaiting
with my féllow lodger yesterday, when one Jansz, brother-in-
law of de Boer,* came up to me with my wateh in his hand,

-~ followed by & Malay woman, saying that when seated on the

stoep of Mr. Katgeim’s house (where he resides) the Malay
woman came to him and asked him to wind a watch which

‘she handed to him. As soon as he saw the watch he recog-
" nised it as mine and called out to Mr, Katgeim to come and

gee it. He then asked the woman to accompany him to my
house. The woman stated that she obtained the watch from
9 (Chinege men who had ran away from the ships in the
whartt, paying 25 rix-dollars for it, Well aware that 9 Chinese
had deserted the ship, and being glad to get my wateh and
chain back, I readily gave the woman 15 rix-dollars and
ordered her to run away. I hope my good fortune will
continue. 1 pray that there ‘will be speedy peace which will
enable me to return to Ceyion. I believe - that without much
difficulty T shall be able to go on to the rank of onderkoopman
and that in this capacity I shall return to your arms once
more and spend the rest of my life in peace and happiness,

. devoting my attention to the education of our precicus

children.

~ 1st April, 1807.—The ghip ‘oy which I propose to dispateh
this latter sails to-morrow or the day after, which obliges me

"now to close this,

t Frans van Geyzel. _
= J,ourens de Boer of Amsterdam, in the Company's Service in Ceyion,

.who wag married to Sophia Engeliina Jansz of Batavia.
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DUTCH COMPANY'S SERVANTS IN 1796.
THIRD LIST.

The. following is a list of those Company’s servants in

Jaffna and the out-lying stations of the Northern Province to

whom temporary allowances were granted by the Brikish
Government in terms of the capitulation. A list very nearly
corresponding to this, compiled by the late Mr. J. P, Lewis

from a source independent of that from which our materials

have been taken, appeared in the D.B. U. Journal, Vol, I, p, 92,
Theodorus Williamsz Willem Scheffer

Johannes Bartholomeus I'yken Yan Wesel Grieve

Jan van Ebbenhorst G’orge Samuel Hester

Diederick Johan Kellens Johannes Willem Otto

Barend Justinus Toussaint Ary Marcus

Jurgen Kats _ ' Carl Lodewyk de Risp
Isaac van Hek : Ursinus Bartholomeusz
Louis Verwyk Ary Dirksz

Warnaar Christiaan Driemond Willem van Rossum
Mattheus Steenketder Mattheus Kruis.
Johannes Arnoldus Heynsburgh Warnaar Parreyn
Anthony de La Rambelje Gerrit Claasz
Arnoldus Jehannus Mom Hendrik Smith

Willem de Niese Harmanus van Brenkelen
Johan Christoffel Hesler Godfried Koch
Jacobus Bartholomeus van der Werf Christiaan Specht
Willem Cornelis Pronk Gysbert Vynke
Anthony Godfried Keegel . 1 Pieter Leander

Hendrik Harmanus Schrader

Jan Hendrik Corteling

Cornelis Steenstraad

Carl Frederik Sonnenberg

Michiel Bartholomeus Specht
_Jan Andries Wigman

Daniel Bartholomeusz
Jan Hendrik van Hoorn
Pieter Heynsburgh
‘Jan Lambertus Garnier
Jan Cornelis Kwesius
Jan Anthony Dormieux
Stephanus Henricus Cadenski Jan Frederik Fosty
Johan Theodosius Stol Hendrik Mattheus de Bondt
Johannes van der Gucht “Jacob de Vos ~
Andries de Hoedt o Augustinus Silvester Leandets
Barend de Wolif _ Adrianus van Aardenberg
Willem Jacob Modder ' Jan Cornelis Wolff
Christoffel Schneider Balthazar van de Putte
Johannes Daniel van Schoonbeek Christoffel Gerard Keegel
Gysbert de Rooy Jan Anthony Zwekkerts

Johan Carel-de Hoedt
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PROCEEDINGS OF THE ANNUAL
GENERAL MEETING

: OF THE DUTCH BURGHER UNION HELD AT THE

. UNTON HALL, ON SATURDAY, THE 98TH FEBRUARY, 1925.

There were present Mr, R. G. Anthonisz, 1.8,0,, President

of the Union in the Chair and the following Members'

Mr, C. E. Albrecht, Mr. . V. Altendorff, Mr, E. Antho- ‘

o lﬁsz. Mr. and Mrs, M. M. Anthonisz, Mr. H, O, Beven, Mr,
&, F. Bartholomeusz, Mr. L. E. Blazé, Mr. C. P. Brohier, Mz,

B. Q. H. Drieberg, Mr. and Mrs. T. W. Collette, Mr. P, E.
Christoffelsz, Mr, A. C, van Caylenburg, Mr, and Mrs. 'G. V,
Ebell, Mr, K, van Doré, Miss G. van Dort, My. J. A, Fryer,
Dr. H. P. Joseph, Mr. D. K. Keegel, Mr. A. E. Keuneman,
Mr. and Mzrs. C. O. Kellar, Mr. E. de Kretser, 1.8.0., Mr. and
Mrs, D. Koch, Mr. and Mrs. W. Ludoviei, Mr, and Mrs. ¥, E,
Loos, Mr. L. M. Maartensz, Mrc. T. B. Modder, Mr. W. de
Niese, Mr. J, G. Paulusz, Mr. A. K. Rode, Mr. R. L.
Spittel, Mr. L. P. Stork, Mr. C. Reimers, Mr. and Mrs. J. R.

- Toussaint, Mr, ¥, Toussaint, Mr. E. H. Vanderwall, Mr, M. O.

Vanderstraaten, Mr. A, van Geyzel, and Mrs, L. M. Weinman.
2, The Honorary Secretary read the notice convening

" the meeting.

3. The minutes of the Annual General Meetmg held on

" the 23rd February, 1924, was read and confirmed.

5. -The Pr esident then addressed the mesting as foj!}ows H

~ When [ addressed you from this chair a year ago I really
did not think T would occupy this position to-day. I had
geveral reasons for wishing to retire from the .office of
President, which I had occupied econtinuously for nine years,
.and I hoped you would be able to come to some agreement
about the choice of a suitable successor. . It was, however,
your unanimous desire that I should continue in office for -

" another vear, which desire, I understood, was based on the

belief that, spite of all ‘drawbacks, the interests of the Union
would be best served for the time being by my remaining

President. - Now,. 1 have always placed the interests of the
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Union above 'most other considerations; and so, at much
personal inconvenience I acceded to your desire. I am there-
fore 'here again to-day; and as the order of the proceedings
réquires me to-open this meeting by addressing you a few
words, T must ask your indulgence to speak freely on oneor
two points Which seem to me to have an important bearing on
the prospects and the existence of the Duteh Burger Union.

_Year after year in my opening remarks I endeavoured to
remind you of the paramount objects for which the Union
was founded, and to give you words of encouragement with
regard to the work done and the prospects and poséihilities
before us. I do not propose to address you on those lines
to-day, not only because those arguments must seem some-
wh?,t hackneyed to you now, but because I feel that we have
arrived at a very critical polnt in the life of our association
Doubts are expressed and questions raised as to what good the'
Duteh Burgher Union has been doing and what benefit the
members are to expect from it. As & veteran member——
a}most the last of that band of older men who laboured
eighteen years ago to bring the Union into existence—I
address myself to this subject with confidence, seeing, as I do,

with much apprehension, the danger which threatens us,

From that standpoint I-am sure T could speak to you without
any bias or self-interest, and I have no wish to hurt the
susceptibilities of any person or.party. During the sighteen
years the Duatch Burgher Union has been in existence we
have not escaped ecriticism and even hostility, This

B 3 - - » Was
perhaps inevitable in the Incepiion of any scheme or organiza-

tio.n caleulated to effect g change in an existing state of
things, Yet we kept before us the future of our demunity
and the possible, I might say, the certain, services which

such an institution as our i
s could render in pro i its-
mo :
welfare. : P ' fing its

Well, we started eighteen years a
of between 400 and 500, W have now to face the fact that
these members have not progressively increased. A gl Y
at the Report in your hands will shew you t'h.ab thi‘s is sgo' 3“96

2o with a membership
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- Have_we absorbed all the eligible members of our com-
munity ? By no means; for that number is I believe about
three times as large as that on our roll. I'shall not stop to
enguire why 80 many still keep out of the Union. No
difficulties have ever heen placed in the way of applicants for
admission. It is true the genealogical test must be passed,
but the really eligible candidate has every facility for obtain-
ing particulars of his descent. If for ofther reasons he has
set his face against the Union we could only say that he

- - thereby deliberately withholds his ‘kelp from a movement

manifestly sot on foot for she benefit of the Community to

" . which he belongs. But what of those on our roll? Have

wo Kept our minds on the chief objects for which we stand?

- You are of course aware what these objects are; they appear

under eight heads in the Constitution. Ofthese heads I would
briefly refer to four which you will see are at the base ot all :
Ist the promotion of the moral, intellectnal and social well
being of the Dutch descendants in Ceylon ; Znd the promotion

 of principles of self-help, self-reliance and thrift in the youth

of the Community ; 3rd the revival of useful and beneficial
customs of our ancestorsand the study of the Dutch language ;
and 4th the promotion of a feeling of fellowship among the
members, These are objects the furtheranes of which require .
united effort, How far has this united effort been exerted ?
I fear that to a great extent these objects have not been .
attained. To what is our failure due? -Bome explanation of
this may be found in the different atbitudes from which
different groups of members lodk upon the Union. There are

" a number, a small one, 1 am sorry to say, who still keep to

the spirit of our main objects -and have not abated their
interest in the work that is being done. There are others,
whose names appear on the roll of the Union, but who show
no interest whatevar in its activities. Possibly this lack of
interest may be satisfactorily explained, but there is no doubt
that it must have a disintegrating effect. Another, fairly
large number, attend the meetings and participate in most of
the funciions of the Union, but with a feeling of growing
dissatisfaction, Amnother number, mostly of the younger
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members do not seem to understand the main objecis for

which this Union has been founded. They only avail them-.

- gelves of the opportunities for enterfainment and recreation
and apparently look askance at_the more sericus side of our

activities. I would treat these somewhat tenderly, as L

have no doubt thay will in time realize the true objects of the
Union. I must needs also refer here to ' our outstation
members, most of whom do not or cannot partwlpate in- the
movements initiated in Colombo. In consequence of this
there is a manifest md1fference on their part, shown in
various ways.

I believe I have now mdwated the chref causes Whlch are

at the bottom of that lack of united efiort to which I referred.
I am sure that if all these members with divergent tendencies
could be made to realize the importance of the Union and the
urgent need for united effort to carry out its objects, they

would no longer hesitate to cast aside the trivial objections .
and the grievances, real or imaginary, which hinder them at .

_present. In the face of the danger which threatens us of this
Union breaking up, and the"Dutch'Burghér Corﬁmunity being
reduced to the condition to which it was drifting eighteen
years ago, I think the call is at this moment made on all

loyal members to sink whatever differences they have had .

and to strive to maintain this Union in all its integrity and in
ail the strength it could exercise in promoting our true
welfare and prosperity., United we stand ; divided we fall,

"6, Mr. J. A. Fryer pl"opos'ed and Mr, W, A, Ludoviei
sacondel that the Report and the financial . statements for
1924 be adopied. Carried unammously

7. At this stage the Pregident, Mr. R G, Anthonlbz
vacated the chair and Mr. W, de Niese moved and Mr. E. H,
Vanderwall seconded that Mr, L, M. Maartensz do take the
chan-

On taking the chair Mr. Maartensz addressed the mesting
and stated that in the critical stage of its existence which the
Union had reached it would be disastrous to lose the advice,
and the sound judgment of its President, Mr. B. G, Anthonisz,
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His guiding hand was essential and they must have him.
Commenting on the lack of interest referred to'in the Presi-

dential address Mr. Maartensz added, while in recent times
people were awakening to a sense of corporate life, the Duteh

- Burgher community of Ceylon furnished the only exceptions

in the island and perhaps in the world,
Mr. W. de Niese enthi:_lSiastically seconded the proposal

~'and sald that so long as Mr. Anthonisz’s services were

available they should be secured.
The motion was unanimously carried with acclamatlon

. Mr. R. G. Anthonisz in resuming the chair, stated that he

was obliged to yield to the pressing and unanimous request of
the meeting. : ,
He thanked them for this proof of renewed confidence

_ and assured them that his interest in the Union and his offorts

‘to secure its welfare would continue unabated.
8. The President proposed the re- electlon of Mr. D. V.

Altendorff as President

Mr. A. E. Keuneman seconded the proposal and paid a
wall deserved tribute to Mr Altendortf’s energy and devotion

- to his duties.

He. added that during the past year the various activities
of the Umonw—therary and Social—had made noticeable pro-

gress,

‘He claimed the right to strike an optimistic note and to

view the future with well-founded hope.

Mr. W. de Niese seconded in a witty speecb punctuated
Wlth much applause.

He would we sorry if so successful a pair as the President
and the Secretary were to part. Mr. Altendorff had excellent

qualities and.. they wanted a man with backbone to be
“3 Secretary. :
A The proposal was carried unanimously.

"9, Mr. D. V, Altendorff stated that Mr. A. R. Bartho-
‘lomensz did not desire to serve any longer as Honorary

* Treasurer. He proposed that Mr. J. R. Toussaint be appoint-

6
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-ed Honorary Treasurer for 1925, #Mr. W. de Niese seconded

and the propogal was carried unanimously. .

10, Mr. AL E. Keunsman proposed a hearty vote of -

thanks to Mr. A, R. Bartholomeusz for the excellent services

rendered by him to the Unioen for several years as its Honor-- -,
ary Treasurer, - This was seconded by Mr, D. V. Altendorﬁ ©o

- and was carried unanimously.

_ 11. -Mr. D, V. Altendorff proposed and Mr W. de Nlese
seconded that Mr. . E. Loos be re- -elected Auditor for 1925.
C‘au:led wnanimously.

<12, Mr. H. O Beven' proposed and Mr, J. A Fryel
seconded that the following gentlemen form the Committee
for the ensuing year: _

“i (JOLOMBO.

Ohimus, Dr. E. H,
Paulusz, Mr. J. G,
. Reimers, Mr; C. L. -
Collette, Mr. T. W, : de Rooy, Mr. W. K. V.
Drieberg, K, ¢, Mr. Allan : ~Schneider, K. C.,
Foenander, Mr. Cyril N Hon. Mr. G. 8,
de Hoedt, Mr. (3. . ' prttel Dr. R. L.
Joseph, Dr. H. P. i Stork, Mr. Q. P.
Joseph, Mr. E, H. Toussa,mt Mr, I,
Keuneman, Mr. ‘A. &, ' Vanderstraaten, Mr. . A,
de Kratser, 1.8.0.,, Mr. 1. Vanderwall, Mr, &, H
Koch, Mr. Roslyn VanGeyzel, Mr. A,
Loocs, Mr, F. &, de Niese, Mr. W,
Fudoviei, Mr. W. A, - Gratiaen, Mr. G. H. .
Maartensz, Mr. L. M, ‘Wille, Hon. Mr. G A,
Metzeling, Mr. A. W.

Beling, Mr. W. W,
Blaze, Mr. 1. B,
Carron, M. T. K.

OUTSTATION.

Brohier, Mr. C. P, _ - | Poulier, Mr. 1.. G.
Buultjenq Mr. K. J. " | VanRooyen, Mr. T. C.
Herft, Mr. W, " de Vos, Mr. C. K.

Joseph ‘Dr.S. P,
T.o08, Hon. Mr. H. A,
.Ludovun Dr. H.. ‘
Martin, Hon. Mr. N. J.
de Kretser, Mr. Q. C,

Keuneman Mre. G. P,
de Vos, Dr. C.J.
_VanTwest Mr. J. T,
Altendortf, Mr. G. H,

- fit.
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13. The Hony. Secretary read a letfer from Mr.'E. J
Buultjens of Matara pointing out the lack of educational

- facil ities for boys and girls of poor Burgher parents, and

suggesting;that: either by i\Committee of the Union or repre-
sentation to Governmens plowsmn for the aducation of such :
children be made, - :

' v The meeting decided that the lettar be 1eferred to the‘

General Com mlttee of the Union for such actlon as it thlnks

4. A.'c'oIleqbion_ was then taken in aid of the Social

 Service Benevolent Fund of the Union and realised Rs.50.

- 15. Thé meeting .closed with a vote of thanks to the
Chair, ‘ .
. Dateh Burghef Upion of Ceylen.

SEVENTEERTH ANNUAL REPORT.

Your Committee beg to submit the following report for
the yvear 1924 :—

Membershlp ~The number of members on the voll on

. 3lat December, 1924 was 503 as compaled Wlth 488 on 3lst’
: December, 1923, : . §

General Commutee —Ten meefings of the General Com- -

" ‘mittee were held during the year with an average attendance
“of 17. Mr. Geo. H. Gratiaen was elected member of this Com-

mittee in the place of Mr. G. V. Ebell, who left Colombo.. o
Work of Standing Committees.—1. Committee for Rthical

" and - Literary Purposes.—"The - Committee for Kthical and
- theraly Purposes arranged for a series of monthly: lectures
commencing from May and ending in November. The subject . .
‘of each lecture was well chosen and tlie large gathering
| present bore ample testimony to the popularlty of this form
. of entertam*ﬂent . .

“The first ﬁve lectures were dehvered by memhexs of the
Umon, while by way of a change the last two were delivered
by persons unconnacted with the Union.
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The full text of the lecture . delivered by Mr, L. E. Blazé

on “ The Changing Fast” was reproduced in the pages of the

Journal of the Union. T_he followmg is the list of lectures : ——1 |

30 May 1924 “ Bintenne ” Dr, R. L. Spittel

27 June w  “The Changing Hast” Mr. L T, Blazé, BA s
25 Ju]y »  Francis Thompson™ Mr. E. H. VanderWalI-'
29 August ,, “A Hundred Yeals Ago” 0

26 Sept, w Womanhood in -

24 Oct., -

» " Readings from Kipling
_ Rev. W, S, Semor, M.A.
27 Nov. ,, “Reminiscences of Scottish '

Umvers&ty Life” Rev. C. V, A,
S Mac Echern, M.A.

2. Com.mi_r,'ttee far Purposes of Sociul Service.—The work of
this Committee has been steadily carried out during this
year. Owing to the large balance carried forward from 1923,
no special effort to raisé funds was made duririg the year
under review ; but the Committee would have been in difficul-
ties had not a special donation of Rs. 300/~ been received..

We record our appleclatlon of the donor’s kind thought and
valuable help. ‘

The many members of the Union who always helped
~when called upon, and whose gsnerosity was not taxed in 1994,

will we feel sure, be only too glad to help in added measure

now, in view of the very low condition of the fi
nanc
revealed by the Balance Sheet, o 8

-The Committee starts 1925 with only Rs, 102 03, whwh |
means that there is sufficient money in hand to meet its -
obligation at the end of January, with a fow rupees standing

. over. It will be noticed that the expend1ture in fees etec., and
allowances during 1924 has exceeded the expend1ture of the

previous year, showing that the Oommlttee 8 sphere of useful-
ness is extending.

Mr. R. G. Anthomsz, LS. 0 E

Shakespéare ™ M1 R.-A. Kllekenbeek B
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~3.. Commitiee for Purposes of @enealogical Research.—

- Four meetings were held during the year and ten applications
_ for'membership dealt with. :

4. - Committee for Purposes of Entertainment.—At a meet-

ing of this Committes held on-the 16th April, 1924, it was
" decided to have a Social Evening on the first Friday of every
“~month, a Sub-Committee being responsible -for the Musical
FProgramme, and refreshments being provided at each Soecial.

- These entertamments have proved very popular, and have

'-:'been. very well-attended, There were _foui‘ Social Hvenings,
at which informal dances were arranged for in the intervals
"of the Musical Programme. This Committee was also res- -

ponsible for a very successful dapnce in August. In December

‘the Committee with Mrs. H, P, Joseph as convener organised

the St. Nicholaas Féte, for the children. Subscriptions came

- readily in, and the Committee was able to make the Féte an

enjoyable one, Thanks are due to all those Who helped to

" make the evanmg such a success.

Roll of Honour.—The panel was unveiled by the President

“on 31st May, 1924, in the presence of a large number of mem-~

bers., A photograph of the panel appeared in the first issue of
the revn ed Journal. X .

D. B. U. Journal.—The D. B. U Journal was revived and.

" issued to members and others on a subscnptlon of Rs. bf-a

year. The President Mr, R. G Anthonisz is acting as Editor
of the Journal, and Mr. J. R. Toussamt as Treasurer

Finances—The accounts of the Hon. Treasurer duly

. audited, are herewﬂ:b submltted

D V. ALTENDORFF
' _ Hon Seeretary.
_ 4_211_(1 February, 1925.
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=
Statement of Recmpts and E:cpeudztrue for th» yaar ended 21st D(»c,ember 1924. h
R};GFIPT‘; - : R. e : EXPENDITTRE. . : R. c.
To Balance from last. Account .., §17 00 By Salary of Clerk ... Rs. 691 58
» Entrance Fees received ... Rs, 1200 » Clerical Assistance to Hon, Trea, w240 0o
» Arrears of Subseription ey 821 00 .- "y Wages of Servant ... . 120 00
+» Bubseription for Current year... ,, 1,889 50 . s»» Books and Stationery s .23 35
» Subseription in Advance e sy 8350 . . » Printing and Advertising ... s 11000
» War Memoriai Fund ooy 14098 » Commission to Collector ... . ,, 8870 - 3
» Refund of Advanee to ) » Lighting . - Ty RO 00 o
Secretary for Postage on afe » Rent of Hall .,y 380 00 - =
War Memorial Panel e s 18-00 ) » Postage _.. e 4 53749 ey
r Fixed deposit withdrawn : . War Memorial Panel . , 83338 =
on afe of War Memorial » Advance to Entertainnient Oomtee o S
_Panel e w877 0B i on afe St. Nicholaas Fete Toys » T8 00 =
., Miscellaneous Raceipts - 5 25 " Pelty Exzpenses .- ,» 11 00 b
2,280 28 —— 32,571 35 O
» Balance on 3lst Dacembar 1924, - o
Ia Imperial Bank of Tndia Rs. 224 01 =
Add Money Qrder unrealized 6 50 Y
. =g
230 41 =
Deduct cheque unpaid Rs. ‘iz 50
- 2318 01 .
) Mlsappropriated by (Jollector 56 50 -
- » In hand . e . - 142
. - - 275 93
e : - Re. 2,847 28 _ a -
o T SR —_— Rs. 2,847 28
Audited and found correcs, _ Lo m_———
Frawg E, Loos, : : A. B. BARTHOLOMEUSE,
~ Auditor. Colombo, Sth Fanuary, 1925, Hon, Tregsurer, D. B, U,

OF CEYLOR.

- THE DUL‘(‘H BURGHER UNION

o : LTy - S Balance Sheet on 3ist December 1924
e o o e . _ - o
T : o . L Rs. c.
) . 8 64
i . mber 1923 to ' T By Fized Deposit, Tmperiai Bank ofﬂlndli” o 1,07
. : “To Rent uf Hall from Novem Eg: L e T oo a0 Y Vatae of Fusnituro - * . o7 95
December, 1324 L mm————— - » Ladies’ Room Furniture .... Lo oo
, Arrears of over 2 years written ) ’ Piano ... - o Y, o
off as irrecoverable . ... . - . .5,332 gg - Subscriptions outstanding on —— 182195
Bealance - .. e e e 2, & : 31st Decernber, 1924. . g
) . Arrears of over 2 years written 5330 00
off as irrecoverable ... 420 ¢
- Arrears of under 2 years ... ‘ léj
Cash in Imperial Bank of =
77 India - ... Rs, 224 01 z
Add Monsy Order of o
3@th of Dacember, 1924 g
unrealized ... e & 50
) . -
. 280 Bl 2
Deduact cheque of 29th 5
i ., 12 50 g
. - ) Decr., 1924, unpaid 215 o1
B ) . : o ” Mlsanproprlated by Coliector . 51; ig . .
V o ' s Iﬂ hand - - ~ . 275 %8
Re. 881427 - - Rs. 8,814 27

Audited and found correct, -
. - Frarnx E. Loos, T ) . :
Auditor. . Colonibo, 9th January, 1925. = -~ o Hon. Treasurer. ..

~A. R. BARTHOLOMREUSZ,

AP
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Balance Sheet for 1924,

THE JOURNAL OF THE

e o o
s 2 B & B B
w - s 3] ~8 &2 D
T~ >
=~ = S
: —r
S :
. @
] & ;
SO T A
= w
= +=
g <
m
= 5 8 3% . .
& ~ o £ I
HoOo= 3 3
S
L, 25 o
S w & S
= o 3 2 o
g, 2 R 8
g 2 & 3
D ! g )
- B 2 &8 =
g £ 8 B a
< — @ 5] —
D —~— [= 1 = o]
F= - wn et as]
e o o o o >
LK s & S & &
O T ')
é‘d‘ 5 & 2 8 Ny
]
& %
= o'
g g
@
. . : :
[ii . 2 . M
= =
Q. .
) z =
5 : B8 i
w o8B % .
o o 2]
S @ H E £
—i ,5.5. (] - ,9
o -~ -
E £ 2 a9 4
e = =z £ g
& g 28 3
e 2 &» =T
g 8 £ § ¢
2 = &' g 8
s © L & &
P2 < @

Colombo, 29th January, 1925.

Audited and found-correct,

FRANE E. Loos, .

A_u:dz't(_)}-.

DUTCH BURGHER UNION 149

NOTES AND. QUERIES.

- A Slaafbrief 156 yeaE‘S old.—A Slaafbrief, it may he
mentioned, was the tikle deed by which the prbparhy in a slave

“was held and conveyed. It genevally congisted, primarily, ofa -
 deposition- hefore a duly constituted aubhority, supported by
- evidence in writing or obherwise, showing the manner in which

the individual slave was acquired by the deponent. This docu-
ment also proceeded to give a description of the slave—sex, nama,
age and other partienlars. On a subsequent conveyancs by sale or
gift, the original owner made an endorsement selting out the name

‘of the purehager, the date and the price paid.. The slaafbrief then
- i}gis_sed into the possession of the vendee. All subsequent eon-
- Veyances were endorsed in the same way, and, it often happened

'tb;x_ﬁ_hhe ingbrument of title paseed throunsh numercus hands and
heeame covered with a long series of enddrsements giviag a history

of thé slave from the date of his first ‘entering inbo bondage to his

aequisition by the last owner. A much estebmed member of the

- Union has fdvonred us with a translation of a slaafbrief bearing

date 29th November, 1769, and closing with an ¢ntry on the 26th
May, 1805, Wae give the followmg gynopsis of the documens from
‘which wo beliove our readers would be able to obbain a clenr ldea.
of 1t‘.s nafiure and purport:

On the 20t November 1768, Gerrit Mulder appeared before the Political
Secretariat at Cochin and established his right to possess a famale slave

“called Qully, to be renamed Marcella, aged 13 years and of the chegotty

caste, On the same day he by an endorsement transferred hlS right and
title to the girl to Captain Jan Carel van Ossenberg. .

On the 19¢h January, (770, at Colombo, Capbain van Ossenberg trans-
ferrad ‘her by eandorsement to Maria Rebecca Ebert, wife of Captain

" Wekke, for the sum of 90 rixdollars.

On the 26th April, 1774, also ai Colombs, Maria Rebecca Ehert, widow
of Captain Wekke, subsequently married t0 Petrus Henricus van Cuylen-
burg, transferred the maid Marcella, now renamed Roseina, and her little

" daughter Minora, born since date of pu:chase fo her step son Petrus

Henricus van Cuylenburg junior.

On the 16th May 1804, Petrus Henricus- van Cuylenburg made a depo-
sition that he had transferred the said slave Roséina and a lad Qrantes, born

© in 1780, to hi gen-in-law Christiaan Frederick Reimers.

7
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On the 86th May, 1805, Christiaan Frederick Réimers transterred the

young iad Orantes to Roemana Bockholst {wife of Johannes Justinus Chris-

toffelsz) for the sum of 160 rix dollars,

Lorenz's Christmas Debatés.qu. Guy Grenier has

rendered a va'luable‘serviee by the repuhblication of these humorous
sketches, which, sixty years ago, were a source of much dalight

and amugemenﬁ fo the peopls of bhis island.- The memory of - -
C. A. I.. can never fade, and anything that serves fo femind

us of him and his briiliant contemporaries will be always most
welcome. C ‘ . ' '

A TV W P Y A TA A A

DUTCH BURGHER UNION ' 151

'HOUSEHOLD HINTS.

Rice as a Food.—I'he following applies chiefly, no doubt,
to tempsratbe climabes, bub the principles laid down are nob withook
some intereat to dwellers in the fropics, where vice forms the

““gtaple food of u large proportion of the inbabibants :

Riceis the poorest of all cereals in proteid, fat and mineral matter buf
it has 76 per cent. of starch. Tt is best cooked by steaming. Rice is only
moderately easy of digestion in the stomach, probably because it is not
the function of the stomach to digest carbohydrates. On the other hand, it is
absorbed with great' completeness in the intestine; its solid constituents
enter' the blood almost as completely as meat, 1t is not adapted to be an

. exclusive diet, because poor in proteid and fat, and should. be eaten with

‘eggs, cheese, or milk. In the tropics, as we know, itiseaten with various
preparations of meat and vegetable.

_ C(_)ffee.—-A lil:la_le.good ca.ﬁfee afber = meal ig an aid to diges-
tion ; large quantities and dilubed with much milk impedes it. The

“morning cup of skrong biack coffes ussd to be a familiar beverage
_with the Duteh Burghers in Ceylon, and the eustom still prevailg

in old fashioned households in Holland.. The Dubch, ag a race, ib
is aaid, prefer coffee to bea ; and they certainly excel in the art of
boiling it. The wall-roasted and crushed or powdered coffae, free
from chieory or any other ingredient, is put into a pob praviously

- warmed by rinsing with hot waber. Sufficient boiling water is
then poured over it to give $ha infusion a fairly good strengbk, and

allowed to stand at least 13 minubes. When poured ouf the

‘liguor should be = dark brown colour and full of aroma.

To Soften the Hands.—Take L ounce of glycering, 1 ounos

~ of rose water and a few drops of simple tinature of henzine., Rub

thoroughly all over the hand after washing and bafore drying.
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NOTES OF EVENTS.

Mr. Maartensz's appointment to ihe Supreme Comri.

Bench., We offer.our sincerest congratuiations to the Hon'ble
Mr. L. M. Maartensz on his acting appointment as a Judge
of the Supreme Court. Ifis specially gratifying to us that a
recognition of Mr. Maartensz’s splendid services to the Crown
and the public brings well-desarved honour fo one who has
alao served his own community with unflagging zeal and
steadfast loyalty, L
We shall continue to watch Mr. Maartensz's career with
pride and unceasing interess. . :
‘The Entertaimment Committee wound up its activities
" for the year with a “Bwan Song,” which attracted a record
.attendance, Among the 'several enjoyable features of the

entertalnment were the pianoforte solos of Mr. Lionel Wendt, .
son of our late President of the Union. A programme of

dances followed the musical items,

The Tennis Club. Renewed activity is seen on the
Courts and the number of playing members who turn out is
very encouraging, ‘ ‘
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EDITORIAL NOTES.

Notices of Births, Marriages and  Deaths.—Members of the Union are

- entitled, free of charge, to the insertion of notices of domestic occurrences.

These notices must be restricted to a bare statement of the pame or names,

‘place, and date of occurrence, and must be sent to the Editors of the_

Journal.

‘Stauding Commitiee for Ethical and Library Purposes.—The atten-
tion of members is invited to the need: for co-operation in carrying out the
objecés taid down in sub-section (f) of Rule 2 of the Constitution. Any
suggestions on this subject are to be addressed to the Honorary Secretary
of the Committee for Literary Purposes, Mr. J. R, Toussaint, Muresk, Clifford

Place, Bambalapitiya,

The fournal will be issued at the end of every quarter, post free, to each
member of the Union who pays a subseription of Rs. 5/~ per annum' towards
its cost of publication. Literary and other contributions are invited and
should be sent to Mr. E. H. Vanderwall, Linton, Brownrigg Road, Celombo,
Secretary of the Board of Management, while all remittances on account of

the Journal should be made to Mr. J. R, Toussaint as above.

Changes of dddress.—Al change of address (espeeially within
-the 1ast three years) should be notified withont delay to the
‘Honorary Secretary of ihe Union, Dutch Burgher Union Hall, Ser-.
pentine Road; Colombo, or to the Honorary Treasmrer of the Union.
This will ensure the safe receipt by members of all notices,
invitations, report, ete.

Those members wio have not received their copies, are kindly
requested to noiify the fact to the Honmorary Secretary of the

‘Union.

Remitiances.—Remittances, whether of subscriptions due to the Union
or contributions for special objects, must be made to the Honorary Treasurer
of the Union, Mr. J. R. Toussaint, Muresk, Clifford Place, Bambalapitiya
and not to the Honorary Secretary. :

. Remittances on the account of the Social Service Fund must be made
to Mrs. G. S. Schneider, Braemar, Ward- Place, Colombo, the Honorary
Secretary of the Standing Committee for purposes of Social Service.

Dutch Burgher Union of Coylon Buildings Co., Ltd.—All communica-

. tions should be addressed to G. H. Gartiaen, Esq., Secretary of the Company,

D. B. U. Hal}, Serpentine Road, Colomba.
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OUR NEXT VOLUME.

With the July number ecommenees the next volume of
this Journal. We hope to introduce a few new features which
we trust will make it mor_é attractive to our readers. Among
these will be short biographies of eminent members of our
community, Whlle ‘topies of cm‘lent interest- will also find
" ‘a place.

We invite contributions from our friends on subjects
calcuiated to be of interest to our readers.

NSNS .

NOTICE.

Colombo, 1st April, 1925.
Dear.8ir,—While thanking you for your support in the
past I would remind vwou that your subscription to the
Journal of the Dutch Burgher Union is  now due for the
coining year. '
Please be so good as to remit the amount (Five Rupees)
~at-your earliest convenience to Me. J. R, L‘oussamt Muresk,
Clifford Place, Bambalapitiya,

_ Y'oi]rs faithfully,
E., H. VANDER WALL,

Secretary of the Board of Management,

D. B. U. Journal.

~ SBubscriptions to the Dutch Burgher Union for the yeat
1925 are now due, Members are kindly requested to remit
. the sum of Rupees Six to the Treasurer, or pa.y the amount
at the Unlon Hall and obtain a receipt.

4. R. TOUSSAINT,

- Honorary Treasurer,
Clifford Place, Bambalapitiya, and '

Stamp Office, Fort.

Frewin & Co., Printers, Colombo.-




