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ROBERT HENRY LEEMBRUGGEN,

T0 L Any Yeview which 'deals with the setvice which our community
~has rendered for the progress and improvement of this island must
" yield a foromost place to the work of Burgher Schoolmasters. .

It 'wag. some years ago.at a Royal College. prize distribution
- that'Mr. C, Hartley, late Principal, bemoaned the passing away . of
- the Burghor schoolmaster. That is perhaps inevitable under- the
“¢hanging eonditions of our lives, but the work of Burgher sechool-
e '_masterswhich has shaped and directed the careers of thousands of
: ~-our most rospected citizens lies enshrined in. their respect, gratitude
“and affection. . .
There were giants in the land in those days—J. E. Anthonisz,
T R. Anthonigz and William Auwardt of Galle;, Arthur vanCuy-
" lenburg, Edwin Ludoviei, J. W. Spaar and J. F. Poulier of Colombo,
Fdward TaBrooy and R. P. Jansz of Kandy, W. F. vanCuylenburg,
pf Kalutara. It is indeed an illustrious roll to which the Burghers
‘gave of their besk.” And in this roll Robert Leembruggen finds a
foremost place ‘ ' : : :

" The life of Robert Leembruggen illngtrates in a strlkmg man-
-"ner the characteristios of the race from which he springs. Thrown
of his own resources ab a very early age and equipped with a
~“glender school education, he relied on his own natoral gifts of
" intellect and s cesseless effort to bend ecireumstance to his will,
He daily improved hIS mind - and his eapacity for ugeful service in
-fllfe.

0 When in his teens he entered ag an assistant master afi the
'-Weslsya.n Central School, Jaffna, did he dream great dreams.?
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Did the young lad, eonscious of inborn ability and the power to
achieve, wonder if some day he might not rise to be Inspector of
Sehools ?
“ Turn again Wittingbon
Lord Mavor of London
are lines that fire the imagination of children.

When as & very vourg man Robert Lieembruggen received his

firgk promotion and was appointed -headmaster of the Government
Boys’ Sehool at Matara did he not hear a similiar refrain from the
bells of the Central Schoql, Joftna ?

Possibly he did, for he returned to be a prophet not without
honour in his own country and among his own people. The
Asgsistant Master at the Central School returned to Jaffna as Her
Majesty's Inspector of Schools for the Northern Division,

Robert Leembruggen, who was the ¢ldest in a family of ten
children, was born on the 12th November, 1844.  His father, Gerard
Hendyrik Leembruggen, was 2 clerk in the office of the Depufy
(QQueen’s Advoeate, Jaffna. Robert Leembruggen’s appointment in
the dawp of his manhood to the responsible post of headmaster of
the Government Boys” School at Matara was a signal tribute to the
veputation he had already made in the Educational world. He
succeeded to a charge which had reached -the high water mark of
efficiency under the yule of James Barton and his able assisbant
John Henry Ernst, (Snr.) John Henry Ernst (Snr.) deserves more
than a passing word of mention. He was the friend and the kins-
;man of Charles Lorvenz, and was a man of oufgtanding ability and
‘character. He died before he had veached his fortieth year, his
ardent spirit fretting at the narrow hounds in which cruel circums-
tance had ordered his lifs.

Robert Lieembruggen did not come to Mabara ag a stranger, for
a great tradition had already grown around the name of Leembrug-
gen. Was it not his famous ancestor Hendrik Leembruggen,
Dissave of Matara, who a cenbury before had heen captured by the
‘Kandyans at Hakmana and carried as a hosbage to Kandy ?

It was under the happiest auspices thevefore that Robert
Leembruggen and his first wife (nee Henriefita Koch) assumed
duties as headmaster and headmisbrvess of the Govemment; Boys' and
Girls” Bchools at Mabara,
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Undel their stern bub beneficient rule the sehoold plospeled

exceedmOIy Their pupils now belond to ths older generation, but
- they have handed down the tradition of respeet and esteem for tlheir

old teachers to their ehildren and to their ehildren’s children.
Robert Lieambruggen's pupil, John Herry Brost, junior, won

- the scholarship awarded on the results of the Ceylon Local Bxami-
_nation, in open gomypetition with all the schools in Ceylon. T
-~wag only for his finishing touches in Latin that he attended the
classes of that erudite scholar, the Rev. Abraham Dias, Shoxtly
- after Hrnst entered the Qolombo Academy he won the signal
.-distinction of a first division in the Caleutta Entrance Examination,

ﬁhf_b only candidate to pass in that division. The Academy

~ declared a full holiday in honour of the event,.

Robert Leembruggen repeated his suceess with Frnest Nell,

"'_-Who was fihe next to win the scholarship awarded on the Ceylon
" Tocal Fxamination. Fresh from this triumph, Nell entered the

Colombo Academy and won the Lorenz scholarship.
Other distingunished pupils whom Robert Leembruggen trained

~'were Dr. Andreas Neil, Dr. W, E. Leembruggen, Messrs. C. H.

Erost and B. J. Boultjens, Proctors of Matara, A. B, Buultjens,
English University Scholar, and J. Munasinghe, Manager of

Messrs. H. Don Carolis & Sons.

It was only the obher day that Dr. Andreas Nell, in reeounfing
greatful memories of his old schoolmaster, said to me: ** Leembrug-

- gen taught us how to learn.”

Two well known assistants who served under Robert Teem-
bruggen at Matara werse A. W. D. Jayasuriya, who himgelf later

*beeame Inspector of Schools, and Reginald Ludekens.

. In 1879 Robert ieembruggen was appointed Headmaster of the

" Female Seminary in Dam Street, Colombo, with his wife as his
~fivst assistadt. During this peviod he rvesided at Appleton House,

PFerry Street, neay the Law Courts, Under the Leembruggens the

" school achieved striking success and attracted the daughters of the
* leading families in Colombo. Miss Hetty Drieberg (now Mrs, C. A.
- T, LaBrooy of Kandy) won a second class in honours at the Cam-

bridge Junior Liocal Ex&mmatlon, a remarkable guccess for a girl in

. those days,

= . At the -end of 1884 Government abolished all their Finglish

K ~.schools with the exception of the Royal College, and Robert Leem-

bmggen was for a time dzverted from his educational. career.
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" His short period in the Clerical Service was a series of
trinmphs for the genius of the man had been discovered. :
' From a clerical post in the Dimbula Railway extension, he was
promoted head clerk of the Attorney-General’s Department and
later head elerk of the Colonial Secretary’s Office. It was when he
held the lagt of these appointments that:he celebrated the twenty-
fifth anniversary of his first marriage at Rock House, Mutwal. The
gathering on that oceasion, both official and unofficial, bore ample

testimony to the highregard in which Mr. and Mrs. Robért: Leem- -

bruggen were heid. The health of the couple was proposed by Sir
Edward Noel Walker, Lieutenant Governor.
But Robert Leembruggen was destined for still higher bhmgs

On the death of Mr. W, H. Alwis in 1892 he was appoifited Inspee- -

tor of Sehools, Norfhern Division, & post which he held with great
aceeptance up to his retivement on the 1st January, 1904,

T this day the name of Robert Leembruggen is held in the
highest regard in the North, He understood the Jaffna Tamil, his

needs, his aspirations, hig merits and his defscts as few obthers did,

and - thera is no doubt that he was smgularly qua,hﬁed tio duect
education in the North. -

His service in the Inspectorate is regarded with  gratitude zmd
- pride by the people among whom he laboured, Like many sucoess-
ful'men in life Robert Leembruggen was an. early riser: He held
the annual examinations of ‘his schools from 7 to 11 am, It must
have cost Jaffng a great offort o adapt itself to the ihnevation,
for Jaffna is woll-known tobe a' late place. ' “Why is . Jaffna
guch ‘n late place?” once inquired Sir Hdward Denham, late
Director of Fducation, and got no satisfactory reply. Robers
‘Leembruggen’s methods taught Jaffna the value of the golden

hours of the morning. DBesides, they were intensely practical: -

Ons hall of the day was left over for obher work. Robert Leem-
bruggen appeared &t his examinations of sechools with the formal

dignity. the occasion deserved. ~Atbired in his dark, navy blue serge

suit, with his long hair brushed-smoothly to the back of ‘his head,
and hig large intelligent eyes keenly observant;  he looked every

inch of his magnificent height,. Her Majesty’s Inspector of Schools.:

His mathods of inspection were many years in advance of his
times. The guestiong he set abt examination tested aceurate know-

ladge and saved time, and were bomewha,t akin to the 1ntelhgence

tests of modern days.
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- 'On his retivement Robert Lieembruggen was :appointed Jistics

"ot the Peace for the Northern Provinee. In 1902 he married for
- the second time, the lady of his choies being Miss Mabel VanZyl.

Twenty-five yoars seems to be a significant period in the lifg
of Robert Leembriggen. He twieo celebrated a twenty-fifth anni-

‘versary of marriage and he lived for twenby-five years after- his
- reirement. ,

The. dry s;‘tu:nulsumlnrs air of Jaffna. a,nd its 1estfu1ness are a

.vzvxfymg tonie. To mention just two names, Sir William Twynam
'~ and Robert Leembruggen lived with undimmed vigour of mind and

body long after they had passed the Psalmist’s span of life. o
1 well remember an incident which took pla,ce in Robert Leem-

brnggen 8 saventy-fifth year. I was anxious to shoob partmdge in

one of the more distant Ja.ffna islands and my friend 8. agreed to

"aceompany me with his dogs. Robert Leembruggen who carried

the third gun undertook all the arrangements, mcludmg the supply

'of iood and water,

- Wa dot sail a¢ dawn and soon were out in the open 808, buﬁ"eﬁ-
ed by wind and ‘wave., A storm developed Whereupon S g coura,ge

failed - hlm He loudly bemoaned his folly n’ commg and won-
- dered: if- ever ‘he would see his ‘home agam !

“What are’ you afraid of ? Look'at e 17 crled Robex‘t Leem-
bruggen who had cllmbed a mast and wasg takmg ‘dovn ' the sails.

Youl why, you are 11ke an'eel and nothmg ma.tters te you ‘

~ was S's 'subdued veply, © © 7 b S

‘We reached terra firma hOWBVGL a,nd soon were in the thick’ of

_. our shoot. The partridges whirred past abundantly and till noon-
day we trudged the loose white sand under a pitiless sun. - Robert
 Leembruggen wallked every inch of the way with his gun.

When ‘ab last we veached. the welcome shadé of the little: half

- watlad hut ‘Where food and 2 cha.nde of clothes awaibed us, T threw
Jmysell” on my ba,ck completoly f&gged out. So did S Robert
" Leembruggen was however busily superintending the atrangements

for the coming meal. Affer our meal I expected we would lie

about and smoke 6ill it was time $o sail back. But we were count-
- "_ihg without our host, who immediatoly produced fishing tackls and
~announced he was going out fishing. 8 and I declared wo were
Cdoo - tired to join, "Tired!” said Robert Leembruggen. ‘That’s

the way with you young fellows. Look at me!”
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" THE DUTCH POLITICAL COUNCIL :

- A SErTCH OF 175 CONSTITUTION AND FUNQTIONS AND
© AN OUTLINE oF THE SYSTEM 0F (JOVERNMENT UNDER
: THE DUToH BasT INpia COMPANY.
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We returned by nightfall o ‘our homes ot Beach Road without
any misadventure,

I think it m]cfht be truthfully said that Robert Tieembr uggen
was not idle for a single moment of his lifs. e led & life of cease-
less aetivity. His indoor vecreations were reading, carpentry and
fretwork, and his chief outdoor recreation was fishing.

By R. G. ANTHONISZ.

Robert Leembruggen’s reading covered a very wide range and
his information was extensive. There were very few things which
he did not know or which he did not qualify himsslf to know.
For many years he was Secretary of the Jaffna Library, and when
he resigned that post he organised a cireulating library for the
residents of Beach Ro&d'.

_ The following outline of the constitution and functions of the
Political Council and of the system of government in Ceylon under
_;'ﬁ_he Duteh East India Company may serve to elucidate to scme
-extent the subject matter contained in the body of Resolutions
from 1656 to 1796. The serigs of volumes in the Government
Archives which embrace these resolutions -have been numbered D,
-1 ete. to distinguish them from the General 1ecords, in which the
“numeral is placed before the letter, as, 1 D. ste. They comprise
1Y the Resolutions, fairly copied, and duly signed, by the Governor
" and Councillors, (2) the draft minutes with corrections, (3) some of
- the important documents laid before the Couneil, described as ““Ap-
‘péndices to the Couneil Proceedings.”  Speaking génerally of the
< vecords in the Archives, this three-fold series of the Couneil pro-
“ceedings is perhaps the most complete and weil preserved of all
the records, except for a few gaps in the earlier years and the de-
_eayed and frefited condition of the paper in the volumes for a
‘period of a decade from about the year 1700, owing to the use of a
-Very eorrosive ink. :

He was a [acile writer and as a platform speaker he had a fine
flow of restrained orabory at his comma.nd.

He could turn out faney arbicles such as work baskets, writing
cases, blotting pads, &e., with such delicacy of finish and orna-.
mentation that few realised they were not choice imporbed ware
hought at the shops. It is only now that we realise the value of
a hand and eye training in education. Robert Liesmbruggen knew
and practised it before many of cur fathers went to school, and
-gven in his old age his eye was not dimmed nor had his rig_ht hand
forgotten her cunning.

Robert Leembruggen was one of the kindest hearted of men.-
He veceived into his home and brought up and educated a large
number of his poorer relations, to whom he and his good wife stood

. The Political Council, or Council of Policy, was the central
in the position of foster parents.

“‘institution of the Government under the Dutch Fast India Com-
pany., This Council in Ceylon was subordinate to the Couneil
*of India, which had its head quarbers at DBabavia, and was practi-
" cally the sovereign power in the Bast. So far as the adminigtra.
-tion of the Island was concerned, the Political Council of Ceylon,
‘ih - Colombo, with the Governor as President, was the source
~from which all orders of the Government proceeded. At first,
“in the early vears of the Dutch rule, it consisted of buf six
“members including the Governor; bus, in the course of time, a
“larger number of the principal officers took a share in the
counsels of the State; and about the year 1750, the Couneil
-"Was composed of the following nine members: The Gov-
“~ernor and Director of the Island (President); The Hoofd Adminis-

Tt would be impossible to end this sketeh without a reference
to Robert Leembruggen’'s connection with the Duftch. Burgher -
Union. He was an original and a loyal member whose allegiance
and interest never wavered, and whose faith in the movement was
undimmed. His is an inspiring life which shines brightly as a
beacon light. -

Peace to the memory of a great and good man.
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trateur (Chief Revenue .Officer); The Major ‘commanding the
. Forces ; The Dissave (Governor of the Provinee) ; The First Ware-
house Keeper ; The I‘lscaal (Public Prosecuhor) The Negobie Boek-
houder (Chief of the Trade Department) The Zoldy Boekhouder
(Paymaster) ; and the Political Secretary. In addition to these
the Commandeurs of Jaffnapatam and Galle were ex-officio mem-
bers, and had seabg at the board whenever they were present in
Colombo, when they took precedence of all the other members after
the Grovernor, This continned fo be the full complement of mem-
bers duung the greater part of the Dutch rule, although in hlmes of

stress the Couneil- was strengthened by the a.ddrblon -of other offi-

eora-with speclal knowledﬂe and- expenence whose adee it was
considered necessary to obtain. - For instance, during the war with
the Kandya.n King (1760 to 1766) tha number of membe;s was
t‘.empora.rlly rmsed to twelve.” ‘ R

The GOUHGII acted in a leglsla.tlve, adm:mstra.twe, sund to a

certa.m extent, judicial capacity. 1f passed laws for “the ™ internal

adminigtration of the Company’s terrltiorles, levied tazes, appointed

the gervants of the Company to civil and military stabions, .

granted and leaged out lands, and had general. control of all the
esbablishments of the Government. It was the medivm t’hmuﬂh
Whlch all ‘the transactions of ‘the. Government were ca.rried out.

The Resolations of the Political Gouncll thlrefom form . an
important part of the vecords of the Government Archives. = They
-contain matters relating to every department of the administration

and to every subject of interest to the Company in the Island. A
slance at the Index,| which includes some of the most important -

‘heads, would show the diversity of subjects dealt with.  These Re-
‘solutions may be said to preserve, in their sequence through a'cen-

‘tury and a half of the Dutch rule, arecord of the growhh of the :

“eolony and 2 detailed history cf events

. The proceedmgs of pach meetlng of the Gouncll ware carefully
~ recorded, and, after baing revised by the Governor, were' signed by
himzgelf as Pr_esidenﬁ and by each -of the members, DBesides the
Resolutions themselves, full coples of important reports and com-
munications sent and veceived, which formed. the subject of discus-
sion or deliberation, were inserted in the text, and in this way

¥ This 8ketch of the Political Council etc, was intended as an lntroduc«
tion to the alphabetlcal Index which acccmpamed it e
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they have heen preserved in their proper placs instead of heing lost
or mislaid among loose papers.

The Index deals, as already stated only with some of the most

" important subjects, Those matters of a merely easual nabure,

and orders of council confined to purely local and passing events,

such ag the appointments and movements of subordinate officers,

the conditions of rents and leases ete., have besn omitted ; so also
the “Secret Resolutions” have been reserved to be dealt with in a
separabe supplementary index. To have included all these would

" have greafly increased the bulk of the Index. The reforence is o

volume and date ; so that any given aubject may be soughb under
the proceedings of Council of that particular date.

Passing on from this brief sketch of the constitation of the
Political Couneil to the system of Government which obfained in
Ceylon under the Duteh East India Compary, it must be men-
tioned thab the Dufch rule in Ceylon was confined to the maritime
districts of the Island, and that it was only during the last thirty
years of their rule that they had dominion over the enfire sea
hoard. At the head of the Government was the Governor, who, ag
we have seen, was assisted by a Council composed of the prineipal
officers stationed in Colombo. Though, in fact, only President of
the Council, the Governor exercised considerable pergonal authority
in the administration. Thig influence and prestige were so great
that he was able at times $o act in a very arbitrary manner; and

 instances of the use or abuse of this power were by no means un-
‘common. The Governor received his appoinfment from the Gov-
‘ernor-General and Counci! of India, and was, as a rule, himself

‘an ordinary or extraordinary member of that Counecil, His full

title was, “Governor and Director of the Island of Ceylon and its

Dependencios”, these dependencies including what was known ag
the Costa d'enseads (Port. Coast of the bay), the utmost southern
patt of the coast of India with Tubicorin as a centre, Next to the
Governor the highest officers of the Government wers the Com-
mandeurs of Jaffnapatam and Galle, who, under the Governor
and Council in Colombo, exercised both civil and military atushority
over the northern and southern parts of the Island respectively.
The titles of the prineipal officers of the CGovernment sta-
tioned in Colombo whose rank and position entitled them to seats
in the Political Counecil have already heen mentioned. Of these
the Hoofd Administrateur was the chief revenue officer of the Gov-

2
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ernment. Next to him in precedence was the officer commanding
the military forees, who in ordinary fimes was of the rank of
Major: but during the war with the EKandyans, when officers of
higher rank (colonels and lisutenant colonels) served in the field,
they had seats in the Couneil, and were by speeclal resolufion given
precedence over the Hoofd Administrateur. . After the Officer Com-
manding the Forces came the Dessave, whose title, adopted from
the Sinhalese, meant Governor of ‘a Province. This Officer was
agent of the Grovernment for ruval districts and was ab the head of
the inland, or native, atfairs (inlandsche zaaken), the functions of
his office.corresponding very nearly to those of the Government
Agant of the Western Province at the present day. Ths Firsh
Warehouse Keeper (Berste Pakhuismeester) was, as his fitle indi-
cates, a sort of Commissariat Officer. When it is borne in mind
that the Dutch (overnment in Ceylon was that of a trading com-
pany, and that the articles of merchandise, exports and imports,

had to awailb the arrival and deparbure of vessels which took more '

than six months in the voyvage from Rurops, some idea may be
formed of the position of the officer charged with the responsibility
of safeguarding and distribubing the valuable goods contained in
the warehouse, The Fiscaal was the Public Prosecutor. This was
the office which in early Brijish times wag designated “Advocate
Fiseal”, then ehanged to Queen’s Advocate, and now styled At-
torney-General. The Negotie Boekhouder and Zoldy Boekhouder
were respectively the Chiefs of the Trade Department and the
Pay Office. 'The Political Secretax'y was ab the head of the Seere-
tariaft, the execulive department of the Governmen$, from whence
all the orders of the Government and Council were communicated
to the other departments. . In addifion to these officers, but with-
oub o geab in the Council, was the ““Visitaieur'!, whose function it
was to audit the accounts of the (tovernment.

The Political Service, which corresponded to the Gwﬂ Bervice,
was eomposed of several grades of officers, bearing appropriately, ag
gorvants of a trading eompany, certain commercial designations,
as follows; Opperkoopman, senior merchant; Koopman, mer-
chaunt; Onderkcopman, junior merchant; Boekhoudsr, book
keeper ; Adsistent, assisbant ; and Aankweekeling, apprentice. These
officers were distributed among the various departments, and drew
salaries, with allowances, ranging from 100" gnilders a month,
in the case of an Opperkoopman, o 9 guilders in that of an
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Asinkweekeling. The Governor’s salary was 300 guilders and of each

~ of the Commandeurs 120 guilders. All-thege also enjoyed certain

allowances and perquisifes in proportion to their rank.

Of the judicial institutions, the Raad van Jusiitie was the

" chief. Tt was a beneh of magistrates (schepenen) composed of the
~~ Hoofd Administrateur as President, the Fiscaal, and eight or nine
- of the other senior members of the Political Couneil. It was sel-

dom, however, that the whole of the beneh agsembled for the hear-
ing of causes ; bub cate wag faken that one at least of the board
presont was a lawyer. The members of the Raad in rotation per-
formed the duty of afttesting conveyances of land, etc. Next to
the Raad van Justitie was the Liand Raad, established mainly for -
the benefit of the native inhabitants and for the disposal of their
transactions affecting land. The Dessave presided over this eourt,

- which included among ifs members one or two of the principal

Mudaliyaxs.

There were also a number of smaller courts or colleges to
which the members were chosen annually, from amaong the Com.
pany’s Servants and Burghers. The names of these eolleges suffi-
elently indicate the sphere of their duties. Of these the most im-
portant were the Court of Marriage Causes {Commissarissen der
Huwelykse Zaaken), the Orphan Chamber (Weeskamer), the
School Board (Scholarchen), the Wardens of the City (Wykmees-
ters), ebe.  Of other institutions special mention must be made of

. the Leper Asylum, which the Government maintained with . great

solicitude throughout the whole period of the Dutch oeccupation.,
There was also the Netherlands Hospital! and the Orphanage,

. The Diaconate was a board ecomposed of the members of the
“Church Council which had the control and distribution of the Poor

Fund,

The Beclesiastical Department took a very high place among

_ the institutions of the Government. Churches and schools were

established throughout the dominions of the Company, and the
Clergy, who weve all men of academical attainments, selected and
trained for the Minigtry, and ordained and sent out from Holland

_ by the “Classes” there, held high rank among the Company's

Bervants, the highest grade of Pred:ca.nt having the status of an
. Opperkoopman,
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The subject of the Military Establishments does not eall for
any special remarks ; bub the Artizan. Deparbments, under proper
Government management, were a {feature in fthe administration
which might briefly be referred to. . Fach of these departments
was under & Ruropean Superintendent, styled a “Baas.” Thus
there was the Baas der Fuis en Scheeps Timmerlieden, Master of
the House and Ships’ Carpenters, a post whieh ecorresponded to
that of a Direclor of Works., There was the Baas der Wapenka-

mer, of the Armoury ; Baas der Smeden, of the Smiths; Baas der

Pannebakkery, of the Tile Manufactory ; Baas der Metzelaars, of
the Masons.
ments were also Furopeans.

Those employed by the Dut-ch Bast Indiz Company in various
departments, elvil and military, and drawing pay from the Public
Treasury, were ealled Company’s Servants, while those Europeans

and Furopean descendants who earried on an independent liveli-

hood, chiefly by trade, were called Burghers. Thoese enjoyed cer-
tain civie rights and priviloges and were under the obhgatlon of
gerving in the Militia or Burger

In the population within the jurisdietion of the Com-
pany was also included a class called "“Tupasses”, the offspring of
" Portugunese and natives of the Hast, who were employed in the
lesser handierafts and sometimes in menial offices. They were algo
on oceasions drilled and rained for military servies and formed
into regiments.
besides the Chiei Headmen, such as Mudaliyars, Muohandirams,
Interpreters, ehe., were mostly those employed as lascoring {(native
goldiers) and messengers. The Company also employed in their
public works a targe body of slaves whom they imported from
Africa or drew from the south of India. The domesbics in the
Duteh households were alinost entively slaves, The possession,
transfer, and emancipadion of these slaves were governed by special
laws and regulations. ‘

The above is bub a brief ocutline of a subjeet which I have
treated at greater lengéh in another work., It is the substance of
s paper which I submitted to Government along with an Index on
the eve of my retirement from offies in 1921.

The foremen or Messter knechten in these establish-

The Sinhalese in the serviee of the Company,
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UP THE IRRAWADDY.

I had learnt in my schooldayg that the Irrawaddy was one of
the great rivers of Asia, but if anvbody had ab that ime suggested
that I should one day gail on its broad bosom I should have
laughed at the very idea. Yet civeumstances conspived to bring
sbout szeh voyage. A slight breakdown in health necessitated a
" visit fio the Doctor, who suggested a sea voyage to Furope as the
best means of recovery, or failing that a voyage up the Iyrawaddy.
‘Not being blest with an abundance of this world’s goods, I had
‘perforee o choose the cheaper of the two trips, and so it came
about that one day I found myself on board the good ship '* Lanca-
~shire” en route to Rangoon, from where the ascent up the river
‘begins, - Bub in my case the steamer arrangements did not permit
of my joining the river boat at the starting point but at Prome, a
~town 160 miles up the river.

There was nothing very noteworthy in the voyage from Colombo
to Rangoon, which oceupied five days. On the fourth day we passed
“the Andaman Islands, which ave used as a.penal sebtlement by the
Government of Madras, - Some yeats ago a Governor of Ceylon,
gshocked at the number of murders taking place in the island, con-.
ceived the idea of transporting for life to the Andamang prisoners
. convicted of the capital offence, in the belisf that sueh a punish-
ment would have a more daterrent effect than hanging, but the
change does not appear to have had the desired effect, and I believe
the practice has been discontinued.

_ On the morning of the fiftsh day we reached the mouth of the
‘Rangoon River and took up =2 pilob, who steered the vessel up to
- Rangoon, a distance of about 21 miles. Unlike Ceylon, the largest
steamers go right up to the whatt, and one has only o climb down
a laddet from the steamer to ierra firma. Bub great care has to be
‘ exercised in bringing the vessel alongside the wharf, the movement
being so slow.as to be almost imperceptible. During this process
“the friends of the passengors are all assembled in & large watre-
: house situated on the wharf, the entrances to which are kept barred,
but all the while they are within talking distance of the passengers
“on hoard. The whole seene reminded me very strongly of a cage
of wild animals, only waiting for the doors to open to make a rush
on bourd. At Iast the vessel is safely moored and the whole crowd
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swarm on board. The luggage of the passengers ig carvied off to
what is called a *‘ pen”’ in the warehouse I have already mentioned,
where after cevfain formalities ib is restored to them. ‘
Rangoon is nof situated on the Irrawaddy River, ag ig popu-
larly supposed, but on. the lefi bank of the Rangoon River, at its
junebion with the Panlang Creek, the Pazundaung Creek, and fhe
Pegu River, heing connected with the Irrawaddy River by a canal.
As a village, Rangoon, under the name of Dagon, was, according fo
the legend nsually accepted by the Burmans, founded about 585
B.C. by two brothers, Tapusa and Palikah, who erected the Shwe

Dagon Pagoda on a slight ridge, over some hairs from Buddha's -
head, which' they had received from Buddha himself and which:

they buried there. The village seems to have disappeared from
history for a long pericd, but it was rebuilt and called Aramana by
Ponnareeka, the King of Pegu, about 744 A.D. The Burmans
occupied it in 1413 A.D. The fown. often afterwards changed

hands and was frequently the seene of struggles between the Bur-

mans and the Talaings, bul eventually in 1755 Alompra capbured
it for the Burmans, repaired the Pagoda, and named the town Yan-
Koen, 1.e., the end of the war, or, as the Furopeans c¢all it, Ran-
goon, making it the seat of a Viceroy, The town was first occupied
by the British from 1824 to 1827, when it reverted to the Bur-
mans. It was again capbured in 1852, from which date it has
remained in British possession, _ '

The principal sights in Rangoon are the Pagodas, the Agri-
horticultural and Zoologieal gardens, the Royal lakes, and Dalhou-
sie Park. The Shwe Dagon Pagoda, already mentioned, is sap-
posed to be nearly 2500 years old, and has gradually been enlarged
to its present dimensions. The “ hti” or golden umbrella on the

top wag put on in 1871, and was the gift of King Mindoon of Man-

dalay. The portion below the “hti” or the “ plantain fruit’” was
covered with solid gold plates in 1902. The Sule Pagoda stands on
the site of a very ancient shrine, and is the reputed home of the
spirit who watches over the Shwe Dagon Pagoda, and whose
image is .shewn in the north-east corner of the platform, The
Botatoung Pagoda is said to have been built in A.D, 947 by the
King of Twante to mark the spot where the body of his son Chin.

handa, who had been drowned in the Pegu river, was cremabed.

The name signifies Bo-officer Tatoung-1000, and was given be-
gause 1 was erected by 1000 of the King's officers. - I was at thig
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: ~spob that the British troops landed in 1852, and on the platforma of

this Pagoda are the graves of some of the men as well as a large
monument in memory of the officers and ecrew of H.M.8. " Fox,”

British enterprise and the development of the country’s
natural resotvces have made Rangoon a finely-built and well laid-
oub city. Behind the array of wharves that line the northern bank
of the river rise the buildings of the extensive business quarter,

from which point the city slopes upward through the beaubifully
" wooded eantonment to the foot of the slight eminence from which

the great Shwe Dagon Pagoda looks down upon the town and
harbour. In this quarter there is not & single building that is nof
mora than two storeys high, the majority consisting of four and
sometimes five storeys. The “ flat ”* system is very much in vogue
heve, and while the ground floor is used for husiness purposes, the
iipper storeys are used {for residential purposes. The sbreets are

~ very wide and straight, with broad pavements on either side, and
- the lay-out has been planned so well that the whole city is divided
~up into blocks, The Government bauildings are all situated in the

business guarter, and in point of size and architectural beauty quite

B easily hold their own with the besk of the private buildings.

The street nomeneclature in Rangoon is rather peeuliar, consist-
ing ag it does of both names as well as numhbers. For every strest

. with a proper name there are two streets with numbers—e g., 48t6h

Btreet, 49th Stroet, ebe. A good many of the strests and public
places commemorate the deeds of distinguished Indian officials, e.g.,
Dalhousie Street, Bigandet Street, Fraser Street, Phayre Street,.
Fytche Square, etc. The origin of Judah Hzekiel Street is not very
clear, unless it has some reference fo the Baptist Church standing
on a side of it. The American Baptist Mission has firmly estab-
lished ibself here and has a large book depét in the town and a
school in the suburbs,

The town is well served by a tramway system, with excellent
bus services acting as an auxiliary and sometimes as a rival to it,

- The trams do not always keep a straight course bub often turn inte
-side streets. The fares are about the same as those in Colombo.

" The vehiele most in use in Rangoon is the rickshaw, not the

' variety that we see here but the double rickshaw. This form of
. - eonveyance is availed of very largely by the less well-to-do classes,

and the Burmegse woman out marketing as well as the ordinary
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workman make use of it to a far greater extent than their cireum-

gtances would seem to warrant, The more genteel form of con- -

veyance is that known as the hackney ecarrizge—a light vehicle
resembling our palanguin carriage of former days and drawn by a
diminubive pony. These are used very largely by those whose
means do nobt run to a molor car for short trips within. the
buginess area. ' ' .

The regulation of traffic has been reduced to a fine arbin

Rangoon, On most of the streels the vehicular traffic is very
heavy, and crossing iy attended with gome danger at points where
four roads converge. At such crossings two Police Constables—
one REuropean and one Indian—station themselves facing each other
at either end on a raised platiorm with an overhead covering, and
regulate traffic by means of a movable arm with the word “ stop
on it. Traffic is only allowed to proceed along one road ab a bime,

sither up or down, the movable arm holding up traffic on the Cross-.

road. After a few minutes the closed road is opened to traffic and
the other road blocked and so on. The system seems to work very
well and no atbempt is made to get through a road when the hand
indicates that it is closed. The Furopean Police are a very efficient
body and present a fine appearance in their white tunics, black
trousers, and white helmets, which is their everyday uniform. The
Indian policeman with peaked turban, blue coab, khaki trousers and
blue putties is not less i impressive. :

I have already mentioned the broad pavements on each su}e of

a road. These pavements serve a variety of purposes. Rangoon

not being a garden city, there is no place where one can sit out and
geb a breath of fresh air. The pavements are therelore used for this
purpose, and large numbers of people may be seen at nightfall
geated on chairs and engaged in conversation. In those parts of
the city where “ eating houses ' are situated, tables and chairg are
placed in the centre of the pavements, and an al fresco meal is par-
taken of by those whose inclination runs that way. In the

Chinese guarter the Chinaman may be seen busily plying his chop-
sticks over his meal consisting of several dishes. The Police do

not seem to object to the use of the pavements for these purposes—
indeed, there seems to be here very little of that petty tyranny
exercizged by the Police in some parts of the world. ‘

The bungalows in the outskirts of the city are generally what
we call upstair buildings, buils of wood, and bounded by a neat
" hedge. Brick and mortar are very rarely used for this purpose.
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‘An-ocecupation carvied on in Rangoon—or rather the deserip-

- ‘tion of it—which is ealoulated to give rise to some misconception in

the mind of & stranger is that of “pinmen.” In the business

" guarter are to be seen numerous boards with the legend *‘ Hollan-

dia Pinmen,” * Copenhagen Pinmen,” ‘' Madras Pinmen,” etc. By

. natural association of ideas, I thought that this had something to
‘o with tabbooing, but on inguiry I found that * pinmen ™ were

those who undertook the dry-cleaning of clothes.

The crow is as ubiguitous in Rangoon as it is in Ceylon, buf
for some” reason which T was not able to fathom, it has not thab

- full-throated caw which we are so used to.

It ma.y not be generally known that the Portuguese and the
Dutch at one time had n footing in Burma. In 1619 the Portu-

‘guese established factories at Martaban and Syriam. TLater, the

Duteh took Negrais, an island near the mouth of the Bassein River.

" " They have now no inberest in these places.

As T mentioned earlier, T caught the river boat to Mandalay

“ab Prome, the journey being a.ccou:lphshed by train and oceupying
~nine hours. The Burma Railways are on the metre gauge system

(8 ft. 833 in.) They have no separate sleeping ears as we have, and
- therefore no separate payment has to be made for a sleeping bherth.

The ordinary firgh elass carriages are wsed as sleeping berths and

passengers have to provide their own bedding. Meals are not
: “gerved on the train but may be had ab refreshment rooms sitnated
- - ab convenient points on the railway. Owing to the operations of
- train dacoits, great care has to be taken to see that the doors and
“windows are secuvely fastened before proceeding to sleep. On the
*-"line on which I travelled, an FEnglishman had shortly before heen

gtabbed to death by a dacoit who had boarded the train with &
view o robbery.

Prome was reached in the early morning and the Irrawaddy .

Flotilla Company’s steamer “Java” boarded at onee. This Com-
- pany has contributed in no small measure fo the prosperity of

Burma. It was formed about 1860 and at first ibs operations were

“eonfined to Lower Burma, but in a very short time its steamer

sorvices were oxtended to Mandalay and Bhamo. When the war
broke out in 1885, the 'Company placed all its resources at the

- disposal of the Government, and the success of the expedition was

lorgely due to the facilities which it was able o offer. At the
3
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present day there is not a navigable river or ereek in Burma which

is not served by steamers of this Company., From ilg own dock-

vards in Bangoon and Mandalay it has launched during the last
fow yoars many new steamers. Special care has been taken in the
provision of fhe passenger accommodadion on these steamers.  The
cabing are large and roomy, fitbed with electrie light and fans, and
very comfortably furnished. There is also ample accommodation
for deck passengers, who avail themselves largely of the facilifies
provided. Tt is interesting to note that two of the steamers of this
Company ars named “Ceylon” and “Kandy” respectively.

A word here regarding the Irrawaddy River may not be out ol
place. This mighby stveam takeés its rise somewhere in Tibat

and has an estimated course of 1,100 miles. The valley through -

which it lows gradually widens, and the river empties itself into

the sea bj* ten prineipal mouths, which form at last a net-work of -

tidal creeks, like the Sunderbans of Bemgal. It is navigable by
steamers as far as Bhamo, 780 miles from its mouth, Ab some
places ths river is more than a mile in width. Owing fo the

. Dresence of large sandbanks and the winding course which it takes,

navigation at night is atfended with much risk. The Irrawaddy
Flotilla Company boats travel therefors only by day.

The scenery on either hank of the river is very monotonous. It

consists of nothing but bare land stretching as far as the eye can
reach, relieved at frequent intervals by pagodas, which are so
numercus as to pall on one. Hvery little eminence is erowned by
one or more pagodas. Occasionally the appearance of a sailing
boat or river steamer imparts a litfle variety to the scena. Sud-
denly one sees in the distance a fiery ball. On closer approach

this turns oub to be the flamboyant tree-in full bloom, mavrking the = -

gite of a village. This tree ag well ag the famarind seem to find a
~ very congenial soil here, and every village is planted with them.
At each village is mocred & large barge which serves the purpose of
a landing jetty, and provides the means of communication between
the ship and the shore. As soon as the steamesr has been moored,

the villagers flock on board in their gay attire, some out of mere -

curiosity, others to greef friends, others again to dispose of their
merchandise. The duration of the stay at each town or village is

about an hour, and about three stoppages are made a day, The

.most important town on the river is Yenangyoung on account of itg

pil wells, Here the Burma Qil Company is doing a big business in’
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~ the extraction of oil. The oil iz obtained partly [rom wells dug by
~native labour but mainly by a systern of regular boring by the
-~Company, which purchases the oil obtained by the native workers
: ‘and pays a royalty to the Government. From the wells the erude

_ oil is conveyed by pipes fo tanks on the river bank, where it is

pumped into speeially constructed flats or floating tanks, which are
towed by the Trrawaddy Flotilla Company's steamers to Rangoon

" ‘and there refined.

A little personal incident which oceurred at Yenangyoung may

“be related herve for its homounrous side. Having been delayed for

an hour by a storm which converted the placid river for the time

“being into a miniature sea, and necessitated our casbing anchor in

mid river until the viclenee of the storm had abated, we reached
Yenangyoung just as the shades of night were falling. As the
steamer was not going to regume its voyage until the next morning,

I decided to land and sée something of the place. I wae assured

by a follow-passenger that a taxi could be had on shore,. but the

_‘nearest approach to this form of conveyance that was available
““'wag'a bus, which I boarded in ecompany with a mixed lot of
.pagsengers, and wo began the steep and dusty ascent which led to
- the town. After a deal of trouble and the expenditure of much
" petrol we reached the top of the hill and procesded some way up
“the fown, where T parbed company with the bus. Having seen
.what there was o see of the placs, I prepared $o retum to the ship,
: ‘but could not find my bearings owing to the darkness. I therefore
--hailed a gharry and direcbed the driver, who wag accompanisd by
_another, to fake me to the Irrawaddy boat. We proceeded for

gome time along the road I had previously travelled and then took
a new turn. After going a shorb distance the gharry came fo a

- gudden balt, and the two men in the gharry made me understand
" that I was o get down. I did so, and the man who wag not
- driving pointed down to a steep precipitous path and asked me ta
- follow him. I'demurred, thinking that the man’s object was to
. take me to a lonely spot and rob me, but he insisted, so taking my
- souragein both my hands, or rather in one only, as I had thrown
the other round the neck of my guide to support myself, I stumbled
"down the path, not being able to see a yard in front of me. My
‘-suspicions began to be strengthened when, in the eourse of our
- deseent, my guide pub his arm round my waist in the region of my
' _'pocket containing my purse. Affer mueh slipping and falling we af
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last reached the bottom, and I was relieved to find that my suspi-
cions regarding the honesty of my guide were groundless, ag he had.
only brought me by a short cut fo my destination. The inability
to make mysell understood was the cause of all the misapprehen-

sion, the Burman, unlike the native of Ceylon, knowing no
English. : '

After calling at various towns and villages on the river, we
reached Mandalay on the afternocon of the. fifth day. This city
was bhe last capital of the Kings of Burma, and here it was that
King Thebaw was captured by the British in 1885, when the whole
of Upper Burma was annexed. The city conbaing a fort built in
the form of a square, each side of which is a little over a mile in
length. The wall is 28 feet high and 38 feet thick and has 12 gabes,
three on each side. A deep moat, 100 feet hroad, extends along the
four sides and is crogsed by five bridges. '

King Mindoon Min’s palace cccupies the eentral space in the.
Fort. The oubermost enclosure eonsists of a stockade of feakwood

posts, 20 feet high, and within ib are three successive enclosures B

bounded- by brick walls, The front of the Palace, which faces the
Hagt, econtains the Great Hall of Audience, 260 feet long, composed
of teak timber, elaborately carved and gilded, and erected .on a
terrace of brickwork ten feet high. DBehind this Hall are the Privy
Council Chamber and other offices, and fo the westward are the

private apartments and the pleasure grounds. In the same enclo- . '

sure also sband the treasury, arsenal, mint, stabley of the white

elephant, and a lofty clock tower. In the other two eneclosures

stand the Hall of the Supreme Couneil and the High Cours.

" The most remarkable thing in Mandalay from the point of
view of the visitor from Ceylon is the use o which the tawarind

tree is pot. It is employed very largely asa shade tree, and lines -

both sides of the public streets for miles. In most respecis
Mandalay is only a small edition of Rangoon, bub it is surprising
that a town of ibs size and irmportance should neot have an up to
date Hotel. In the Guide Books it is credited with the possession
of a Hotel called the Bristol Hotel, bub on going to this place I
found it temporarily closed. In defaulf of a suitable hotel I had to
fakeo shelter in what is known as a dak bungalow, a lodging house
corresponding to our Rest House but not up fo the same standard.

The return journey to Rangoon was made by train, the dig-

tance from Mandalay being 386 miles, Two days were spenf at

Rangoon and then once again I boarded the '‘Lancashire,” which
spends ten days at Rangoon discharging and faking in eargo. A
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- VESTiGES OF DUTCH OCCUPATION IN THE

HAMBANTOTA DISTRICT.

By R. L. B.
(Continued) -

{3.) Tangalle.

~ Bome people associate the name with a legend and say that
when a holy sanyass sat to his frugal mid-day meal on a rock over-

~looking the sea, the rock was miraculously turned into gold.
Ban-gals would mean the golden rock. The Buddhist shrine which
ab one time occupied the central position of the mound overlooking
Tangalle Bay, was, they say, built on the spot singled out in this
sfrange manoer by the gods. ‘

(Others again dssert that the anchorage at Tangalle was in days

long past sheltered by a rocky arm which jutted into the sea, and
‘that T'an-gale means the projecting rock.

Be the derivation of the name what it may, this townlet which
has grown around a ctiff-bound coast, amidst picturesque vistas of

bold promontaries, sweeping bays and glistening crescents of sand—
reckoned by many an authority as the prettiest in Ceylon—offers.
. many vestiges which date back to the days of its occupation by the
- Duteh.

‘We linger a moment gazing over the largest of its bays. Tt is.

" of considerable extent, four miles from the Tangalle point to the
“extreme point of land oppoesite. The foam-crested breakers which
“sbreteh over a line joining the corners of the gegment of fore-shove,
““fell of extensive and dangerous reefs hidden below the water,
Nevertheless, we are led to believe from the charts of old that a
~narrow channel nine fathoms in depth, which gives access to an
-anchorage described as safe when the South-West monsoon blows,
'does exist. '

When or how the Dufch discovered this eove iz a mafter of

eonjecture. Whab is certain, however, is that both their fighting-
: ships s;_nd merchantmen often took shelter behind these reefs.  Wa
might fake it as equally certain that when they originally arrived,

they found the entire precincts of the modern town an extensive
courbyard of the historie temple which aceupied the central position
“of the mound,

five days’ voyage on a calm sea brought a very intéresting trip
-fo a close. -

T.
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These limits were definitely marked out by a broad masonry -
ramp nearly five feet high, forming with its two ends terminating on

the sea-front a segment nearly half ! mile in length,

The temple today stands reconstrucked on the outskirts of the

town. The most venerated spot of the old edifice remains marked
off by a weather-worn, blackened, crumbling wall enclosing a rect-

angular space, while disintegrated sections of the ramp may be

traced In the compounds of many a private bungalow or lie exposed
by the gradual erosion on fhe line of coask.

There is nothing to suggest thaf drastic changes aftended the

sarly arrival of the Dutch. Que might infer gquite the contrary °
from the striking absence of any relerence whatever to Tangalle by -

. the writerg of this early period.
Heydt, if no other, would, there ig little doubt, have made even

~ passing reference fo the place in view of his lucld deseriptions of the -

“forts and interesting teatures in the viciniby.
Consequently we accept the surmise that in the early days of

Duteh occupation there was nothing fo lend distinetion to the

place. This eonjures up the picture of a. lonely out-post, with no
mora than & small “godown” and a handful of the Company’s
servants to mark it as such.

The latter one vealises was not intended to hold the territory
against an enemy, but rather to control the taxes payable on paddy, -

and to exereise supervision over the organisation for the ‘ea.pture of
elephants for which the distriet wag famous.

And so we pass on to the dark days of 1760-61, overshndoxved
by what has come down o be known as the Matara Rebellion.

On the opening day of She year 1761 there was a force of 112

strong under the Ensign Quinix at Tangalle. . Serious trouble was
hrewing, There was a scarcity of water. Those in authority
considered it expedient to withdraw from ths station.

A cerbain feast day of the Sinhalese, possibly it wag a “ pova
day, " offered a favourable opporbunity. While the insurgents were
oecupied with the ceremonies connested with the particular event
they commemecrated, the detachment boarded a ship under eover of
night.  On or about the 20th of January they atrived safely at
Matbara, A sloop riding at anchor in the Bay of Tangalle, stationed
there mainly to afford succour to any individual or foree which
might wander in from the outlying forts, wag all that remained for
a time fo maintain a hold on the shation,
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) But the Dutch had learnt their lesson. When their organisa-
tiong shortly afterwards onee again spread over this maritime belt,

they eoncentrated on better schemes for holding their out-posts.

The result of their l_a,bours in this direction al Tangalle is what
a modern writer describes as “the ubiquitous Dutch fort.)” It

: stands to this day oceupying what one might consider the most
_stmtegic position where at one period stood the temple,

Tn type and plan this fortificasion differs from many of the
other fortis associated with Dubeh times, There is a remarkable
ahsence of massive ramparts, ifis four main walls enclosing a space
likened to a rhombus in shape rising sheer upwards to a height of
nearly thirty feet. From two opposibte angles of bhis structure a

._pa,ii‘ of hastions, considerably lower in height and terminating in a
point, add to the defensive aspect of the forbification. There is

however little in 158 interior featnres to give an idea as o what it

-was like in the days of the Dutch. The strueture has undergone

considerable alteration in modern times o meet the requirements
of a counfry gaal.

“Bhould you visit the Tangalle resthonse, an object which will

obviously catch your eye the moment you enter is a stone slab let
into-the topmost step leading on to the main verandah. It bears

the following ingeription in bold, familiar characters :—

DOORMYN
op. gebouwt

A 1774,

.- It may be, as some old residents hold, thab this inseribed stone

-was carried down from the For$, and was in later years seb up in
~ib§ present position when eertain modern addifions were carried out

to the resthouse, If so this offers a clue o the exact date of the

‘building of the Fort. S6ill the resthouse oo is a structure dating

to Duteh times, later used by the British as a residence for the
Commandant of the station. Would the eonstruction of gueh an in-
gignificant building merit a token of commemoration ? We are
compelled o leave (he tantalising guestion in the maze of un-
written history, and so wander away to seek oub other buildings of

a conbemporansous age in the town,
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© Pwo of these, the Court-hotise and the residence of the District
Judge, show even to the present day no sign of -decay, The gables
and the verandahs of these buildings bear witness to archifecture

typically Dubch. - The strueture used as a court-house hearg striking'.
vesemblance to the usual type of Duteh church. Whether or not .

it zerved such a purpose in bygone days rests again on conjechure.

Passing reference has been made fo the scarcity of water in

Tangalle. Today, as yesterday and possibly for many tomorrows,’

the scarcity of this elemental necessity will link the inhabitants of
Tangalle in a common hond with their forebears.

In the centre of a little pond formed in a depression at the foot
of the mound on which the Wort stands, the Dutich built a well.
Oun each side of the embankment leading up to it, across the pond,
they planted a row of suriya trees to diffuse shade. To say that it
hag served its purpoze would be unfair, for even today during the

evening hours it is the rendezvous of the maidens of the indigencus -

population of the town each armed with a pitcher for water and
many a young spark who drives a water carh thither.

In type of eonstruction this well is cerbainly unigue. When

the pond is filled by the periodieal rains the water percolates from
below the foundation of the outer walls and muintains its level

within, When the drought sets in and the pond presents an aspect -

of mud cracked into fantastic patterns and baked to a east-iron

hardness the well exposes a charcoal bed.  Here then is the process

of filbration resorted fo by the Dutch.

I the design courted flattery, it is offered in the sincevest form
. by a replica of more modern construction in the twin-pond adjoin-
"~ ing. Nevertheless, unlike the Chinese tatlor immortalised as the

mos$ faithful copyist in the story of how, on being giveh an old pair )

of trousers for pattern, he faithfully reproduced the patch on the new
one he worked, the designer of the modern well has omltted the
most important feature in the imitation——the char(,oa,l filter bed.

.

Next, acecompany the writer to the outskirts of the town, on to
the bund of a little tank which earries the quaint name Annapitiva,.
Almost at the junction whers two arterial roads radiate and throb

through the livelong day. with their load of modern traffic, there -

stands a crumbling monument built over an old-time grave,
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Tra.ciﬁg out the letbers on the head-stone with difficulty, vou

read the following legend :

Here alag, lays buried under
From soul and spirit agander
The hody
of Tady
MARIA- DOROTHY KETELHACK
who was in her life a meritorius wife
to
Mr. LAWRENCE PETER ALTENDORF,
Chief Clerk to the Cateherry of Tangalls,
Born at Cochin 1761
and expired 16th of April A.D. 1819, at Tangalle.
Though not rightly a vestige of Duteh $imes, this poefical

epitaph—an effort it would appear of a Pufechman who had bub
recently acquired a knowledge of English-—presents a link with hy-

- gone times and evokes a feeling of sympathy when one comes to

congider the ﬁresent aspect of the place of burial.

Incidentally, L. Petrus Altendorf was possibly only in later

~ times the Chiel Clerk of the Tangalle Kacheheri—if we may infer
- this from the fact that in the year 1797—08 we find him renting the
‘salt farm of the Magam Pattu for 1,200 Rds.

But to come back to the name Annapitiva, its quaintness and a

fageinating story which lends weight to its derivation allures one
*on-to a shorb digression.

There i3 & legend which tells that a vast coneourse of Ne-
gombo fishermen, Karawas by casfe, finding that their settlements
were overcrowded, made up their minds o migrate tio some other

" spot. They, however, resolved that they would on no account make

for land 6ill they made a eateh of & hundred seer fish in one day,
With this cbhject in view. they took their hoats and worked down
the eoast. But days passed and they meb with no suceess till they
arrived off the bay of Tangalle, Here they eaught the specified
number and more, s0 rowing for the land they made arrangements
to seffle on the spot.
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Tangalle at this time was a stromghold of the IHalias, or
Cinnamon Peelers, who formed a vast organisation under the Dutch.
They naturally resented shis intrusion. A fierce fight ensued. But
g0 strong were the numbers of the new arrivals that the Halias
were massacred and their bodies thrown into a large hole,

Huoli~wale remains to this day as the place-name of a spot
outside Tangalle.

A little Haliya girl, terrified by what she beheld, ran away from
the scene of thiz bloody encounter and made for the fown. On an
open space near the tank she sat down and there gave vent to her
feelings in sobs and eries. Somebody in authoriby noticed her, and
so the news of the massacra was fold.  dnna-pitiyae, the open spob
{plain) where she {eried), will ever remain to bear oub the story.

Before we turn from this faseinating subject, the devivatbion of
place-names, here is one other striking example which goes to
show how strangely they come o shay :

The name Rekowa, Indicating # village, sbtands marked on
modern maps, and ineludes all that streteh of coast-line rounding the
extreme limits of the Tangalle Bay in an Easterly divection. Now,
in a more remots past, it was known as Siriwantaduwa, and on this
" duwa ” or cape the Dutch eonstructed a lock-out and stationed a
few guards, since the approach from this direction by sea was
naturally hidden from the observer stationed on top of the Fort.
Rekawa means a look-oub or gentry post and the name comes down
from the days of the Dutch,

Hatagalla Kalapuwa, if unnoticed by some who pass along the
Tangalle-Fambantota road, -cannot, one should imagine, have
escaped the attention of sportsmen. Teal float on its rush-covered

marging, numbers of blue-coot roam aboub over the lotus leaves,
' making the stillness echo with their low, mournful cry. But we
geek a link with the period of Dubch occupabion, whose sfory is told
in a quaintly-worded dead which reads as follows :—-

Translation of a Sinhalese Sannas-0la.

To the residents of Tangalle, Gikine Baddenege Madoemen,
who is an employee of the Elephant Department or Badana,
is granted tho honorific (patabendi) name of Moenetoenge
Aatjele, as well as a piece of barren marghy land which
brings no profit fo the Hon'ble Company called Karredie-
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vodedalewarrepatiimooroewe situated at Kannoekettie
next to the village Heatagalle on the upper side of the
watber-course or stream ealled Kallemetikalupuwagilma,
which land he must suitably provide with bunds, elear and
sow, and repcrt after the lapse of three years how much of
it he has sown, in order that the same may be possessed
by him. .

Thus written at Tangalle in the year 1743 the 10 of Decembeyr

(8gd.) G. Krasse,
{The then Dissava of Matara).

Produced hefore ¢, M, Anthonisz, Notary, on the 16th of

March, 1842, who cerbifies that this agrees with Dutch
Records. :

- Beyond a sbriking shady avenue of Kumbuk trees, between the

road and the lagoon, there lies this bit of land which in name

carries an alphabet-load of letbers. More cruelty, intrigue and even

'_bloodshed have possibly eentred around it through disputes. to
Cownership, than ever attended the particular pursuit in exchange
- for which service the land was granted.

Hambantota offers a memorial of Dubeh occupation in itg

“'marbello tower, even though it may be “ half-easte” as Bennef

would have one realige it is. It stands on a wind-swept, exposed
mound, and is today, in common with the Star Fort at Mabara, in
the hands of the P.W.D. On itg East side, within fifty yards of
the sgea, is another Duteh building, later a Commandant’s houss,

-and now the residence of the District Enginee_r.

Leading away [rom Hambantota, through the dense jungles

“now the Yala Sanctuary, an old-time Dubeh road passed om to
- Batticoloa. It stands marked on most modern large-seale plans of

area. (ame and elephants have helped to keep sections of this
road clear from the ever encroaching jungle. Cousequently one

- may wander along therm still.

Bus this leads away from the Hambanbota Distriet, away from
the vestiges ol Dutch btimes which lie within thab area. Though

- much has been done from time to time to accumulate facts, still as

years go by, much more conecerning these relics will have passed

into the realm of logend.}

+ See Notes and Queries,
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. “THE DUTCH IN CEYLON”

A REVIEW.,

Works, dealing with the period in the history of Ceylon which
coincides with the Duteh rule, are not wanting ; bnb they are lack-
ing in the essential qualisies needed to give them historical value,—
being neither connected, complete and concise, nor {above all)
aceurate. Hence it is that Mr, B. G. Anthonisz’s * The Dutch in
Cevlon " will meet a real want.

The firsb volume, just issued, treats of the years 1640-1765,
leaving subsequent volumes to deal with the pericd extending to
1796, the year that witnessed the end of the Duteh oceupabion.

The object of the author in undertaking this work (and who
more competent than he to undertake it ?) was clearly not merely
to chronicle the events that oceurred during the 156 years of Dateh
rule, but to provide a narrative which will give the reader a definite
idea, of * the character and conduct of the colonists, and the nature of
the gervice renderad by them fo the country and its inhabitants ™
It is sueh a narrative, not a compendium of faects and dabes, that
gives value bo a historical work, and enables the reader to visualise
the political and domestic life of a past age.

As Goveinment Archivist, My. Anthonisz had ample opportuni-
fies for gaining an insight into the life and activifies of the Duteh in
Ceylon ; and these opportunities he exploited to the full, and with

an intensiveness that is to be found only in those who can elaim

kinship with the very people they are writing about.

Happily for us, it was given to Mr. Anthonisz, after a life of
arduous tesearch, to enjoy his otéum amid rural surroundings ; and,
in this ideal environment for an author, fo ruminate on the mass of
detail relating to Colonial-Duteh history with which his mind was
stocked. Bubt even more happy wae his decision, when released
from the trammels of official routine, fo give free rein to his literary
penchant, and write an authentic aceount of the Duteh rule in the
Colony. .

The narrative style in which the book i3 written is captivating;
and, in perusging it, one coneeives the notion that one ig reading a
story and not conning history. Take, for instance, the account of
how Joris van Spithergen, the first Dufchmen who sailed to the East,
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set foot on these shores at Batticaloa on May 31st, 1602 ; how he
there heard of a king who had his comt abt Eandy; how he sget
forth accompanied by only ten men, some of whom played on

different musical ingtruments, and was met by the King's messengers
with pipes and drums; how, at Alutnuwara, he was entertained for

_ the space of two days by a royal princess, and on proceeding thence,

was met by a parby of couriers bearing refreshments, in the shape
of fruit and wine prepared from grapes grown by the King "“as good

ag any in Portugal” ; and how ultimately there hove in sight an

eseort of 1000 armed men carrying banners, as, with two frumpeters

. marching in frons, the intrepid Jovis approached the King's palace.

All this reads like a fairy tale and grips the reader.
Iven ab that remote period we find the West contributing o

. the art of the Bast ; for 2 passing reference tells how Spilbergen, at

the King’s desire, presented His Majesty with some of his musical
instruments, and algo left behind two men who were skilled per-
formers on them. One cannot help wishing that the author had
told us what the muasical instruments were that Joris van Spilbergen
‘gave king Vimala Dharma Suriva.

‘While complimenting Mr. Anthonisz on his Hierary achieve-
ment, on the signal servies he has rendered his community, and the
useful contribution he has made to the historieal literature of the
day, we would express the hope that the second volume of this
faseinating book will niot be long in making its appearance.

C. D.

— e EE S R DA e
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SOME MARRIAGES 'IN COLOMBO FOM

5 Feb.

10 do.

24 do

T April

5 Mey
26 do.
H Juny‘
18 Aus.

1 Bep.

A.D. 17086 TO 1750.

(Compiled by R. (3. ANTHONISZ.)
(Qontinued from Vol. X VI, page 185.)
A D, 1715,
-—Pieter Jansz van Colombo, vrye toepas en inwoonder
alhier, jongman, met Anna Catharina van Rhee mede
van Colombo, jonge dogher.

—Jacobug van Meeuwen van Utfreecht, boekhouder in

dienst der . Comp. en Hoofd tot Kilkare, jongman,
met Anna Elisabeth de Vriest van Jaffanapatnam,
jonge dogber.

. — Willem Voerg van Colombo, bussemaker in dienst der

B. Comp. weduwenaar, mef Nathalin Sweeris mede
van Colomba, jonge dogter.

— Grerrit Backer van Zutphen, portier deser stede, jong-
man, met Sophia Voerts van Colombo, jonge dogter.

—Irans Bouwens van Colombo, tamboer in dienst der
E. Comp., jongman, met Louisa Rodrigo mede van
Colombo, jonge dogter.

~—Jan Verbiest van Colombo, pl. adsistent in dienst der
E. Comp., jongman, met Francina de Soysa, meds van
Colombo, jonge dogher. '

~—Cornelis  Takel wvan Amsterdam, onderkoopman in
diensgt der 1. Comp., jongman, met Maria Zager van
Colombo, jonge dogter.

~Hendriek Teckoff van Leyden, schoolmy. in 't Wees-
huys alhier, jongman, met Elizabeth de Vos, wvan
Colombo, weduwe van den 001‘poraé.1 Jan Hendrieksz.

~—Joannes Haeckkaart van Amsterdam, pl. ecopman en
tweede visitateur de Ceylonsche Negotie DBosken
alhier, weduwonaar, met Chrisgtina Fggers van
Colombo, wed. wylen den Luyt. Esalas Fleournhoy,

~—Thomas Jansz van Colombo, pl. adsisbent in dienst der
B. Comp., jongman, met DBligabeth Mooyaart van
Colombo, jonge dogter.
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22 Bep. —Theunis Holst van Christiana, meesster knegh, van de
smifs winkel alhier, met Marya Kellens van Colombo,
jonge dogter. '

:_13 Oct.” —Andries Menk van Lubeck, quart. mr,, jongman, met

Francina Dias van Colombo, jonge dogter.

20 do. —Willem Adriapus van Rekum  van - Amsterdam,
: meester knegt van de Wapsnkamer alhier, jongman,
met Christina Sehade van Colombo, jonge dogter,

AD. 1716,

23 Feb, -——Jan Paul Baurseex van Sonnenherg, organist in dienst

' der E. Comp., jongman, met Susanna Heydelberg van
Colombo, wed. wylen den boekhouder Hendrik Ver-
brugge.

Andries Simonsz Schynvoet van Amsbterdam, adsistent
in dienst der B. Comp., weduwenaar, met Anna Lives
vah Colombo, weduwe.

. 1 Maart

15 do. -——Nicolaus van der Velde van Ma,astricht, Corpl. in
dienst der 1. Comp., jongman, met Joanna de Pays
van Negapatnam, jonge dogher.

31 May  ~Cornelis Galikam van Colombo, boekhouder ten dienst
der 18, Comp., wedawenaar, met Susanna Verbiest van
Colombo, weduwe van den adsistént Lambert van
Campen,

6 Bep. . —Jacch Stuurman van Colombo, soldaat, jongman, met
Marya Siequet van Colombo, jonge dogter.

8 Nov., —Christaan Bok uyt Brandenhburg, sergt., jongman,
meb  Geertruyda  van Gelem van Colombo, jonge
. dogter.

16 do. —Richard Kellens van Colombo, veyburger alhier, wedu-
wenaar, met Juyberta Florenting van Rhee van als
beven, jonge dogter.

18 Dec. —Willem Hartzing van Batavia, adsigtent in dienst
der . Comp., jongman, met Marta Pieper van
van Jolombe, jonge dogber.

(T'o be continued.)
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PEEPS INTO THE PAST.”

It is a great honour and a pleasure to me to say here a few
words about the life and conditions of cur mutual ancestors during
the period of the Dufeh Fast India Company. The trend of
events has made it impossible to use here the Dutch language, once
tamiliar o all of them. In addressing you tharefore in Fuoglish to-
night, I do so in the full hope that you will show all the indulgence
and pationce that is due to a lecturer gspeaking in a foreign tongue.

You will forgive a student of eolonial history if he cannot

refrain from speaking on this sacred soil of the glorions work done -

by our forefathers. The key-nots of our history is sbrife and
suffering, leading however to absolue success. Tt is not my task

to remind you hers of the hardships of the Duleh Republie, the
struggle {or freedom, so inborn in our race, that made Holland the

asylum in Europe for all who were persecuted elsewhere on acconnt
of religion or of political sircumstances. Nor need I recall to your
minds that world-famous branch of the Dutch nation, the South-
Africanders, and their struggle for independance, which they have
now practically recovered.

It is a strange story how the salt necessary for the preserva-
tion of the herring led the Dutch to the carrying ftrade, to -the
acquaintance with eastern products, and to the desire of buying
them ati the place of origin. This caused the Hollanders to force
their way on the Portuguese trail to the Indies ; and the quest of
the India sea-route, full of suffering and hardships, was crowned
with success. The keen competition of the Hellanders with their
failow-countrymen in the provinces of Zeeland and Brabant led to
the establishment of the limited Company with the well known
trade-mark, the interlaced inifials V, Q. C. still to be seen in the
most remobe parls of the Hasb as wilnesses of Duteh energy.
Then the foreigners had to be faced, and, backed up by the authority
of the States-General, the fame of the Princes of Orange, a wise
diplomacy and, where necessary, the force of arms, in spite of
Portuguese, Spaniards, Frenchmen, Englishmen, and Danes, the
Duteh Colonial Empire eames into existence.

*A lecture delivered bj Dr,- G. Molsbergen in the D. B, U, Hall on the 25th
January, 1929, of which the above is a symmary, .
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" Relationg with the Empires of Asia foreed the Company to send -

:.a.mbassa.dors to Pergia, China, Japan, Siam, Cevlon, and to the

native prinees of the Archipelago, each potentate to be deals with

~in various ways, sceording to the customs and moods of the oriental
- Fimperors, Moguls, Bultans, Mikados, and Rajahs. ’

Mushroom-like the Dutch facbories sprang up in the vast

~stretch of counbry from Arabia to Japan, and a successful frade
" made the Company’s shares covebed in the finaneial world. of those
days.

Intellectual profits came side by side with financial success, not

“only to the Duteh Republic, bub also to all scholars of Hurope,

practically in every department of science. Boflany and nabural

- history were promoted by Van Bheede tot Drakesteyn and Rumphius,
_whosa standard works on the wvegetation of Malabar and of

Amboina, (Rumphius also dealing with bhe fauna) will be of lasting
value. In connection with botany, Governor Loten’'s name has also
to be mentioned here. i
Grotius, whom the eapbure by the IIollanders of a Portuguese
richly-laden carrack induced to write his essay on “ the right of
making prizes,” de Jure praedae (ome of the chapters being the
much discussed Mare liberwm, the Free Sea), ranks with the

. greatest lawyers of mankind.

Abraham Bogerius, the learned clergyman, th wrote an impor-
tant work on Hinduism, gave his conbemporaries the first glimpses of

_ Sanskrib ; another clergyman, Johan Maurits Mohr possessed in the

eighteenth century at Batavia the first astronomical obberva.‘ﬁoly n.

. the Southern hemisphere. -

An encyelopwdic scholar like the Burgomaaster of Amstelda.m
Nicolaas Witsen encouraged research work in every direction in the
vast realm of the Qompany.' Colleetions of nafural history, sent
from the Indies, formed part of a Dutch well-furnished residenece,
where Chinaware and the use of tea and eoffee bacame quite familiar.
Dubeh leatning was a blessing to Japan, a fact still gra.tefully
rememberd by the intellastrals of that eountry.

. The Duteh Fagh India Company did not allow any Burcpean to

go to India, except in the service of the Company. What were the -

several positions open to the servants ? The posts fo be filled
gshowed clearly the double charaeter @of the Compa.ny——hoth‘.

- merchant and ruler.’

5
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Originally it was nothing bub 2 mercantile body, not intending
to econquer territory or to form an extensive realm in the Far Rasth.
Gradually, as contracts and treaties granting the right of trade were

entered into, the Company found itself compelled to enforee upon -

the indigenous princes the due observance of these agreements.

‘A military foree thus became necessary, not only on board the
Indiamen for service against corsairs and HMuropean enemies, but
alzo in forts and strongholds, built in the various countries. Trade,
however, was the principal aim, and the Directors in the Netherlands
considered the milibary requirements as a necessary evil, It is
obvious that the post of merchant was considered of the highest
importance in a trading Company—the stepping-stone. to greater
honour, not seldom 6o the pasition of Governor-General of India,

Many of the merchants got the post by reason of being relatives
and friends of the Directors or of high officials ; but many a
merchant started his career as a soldier or sailor and rose fo the
highest rank. A complete stafl of bookkeepers, cashiers, store-
keepers, clerks, &c., assisbed the merchants.

The soldiers were the most poorly paid of all. Their wages
were excessively low, 9 Rupees per month, and were paid in a very
queer way, viz. one quarber in eoing of depreciated value, so as fo
give a profit of 33% per cent to the Company, one quarter in
wearing-apparel, The rest was left on aceount and settled in Hollgnd
after their return, when the five years’ service was completed.
Still, becoming a soldier might mean placing the foot on the first
rung of the ladder leading bo. honour and riches. The majority,
however, failed to reach even g position that would ensure them a
living wage, and came to ignominy., The best of them firied $o
effect an improvement of position either by applying for a post ag
carpenfer, mason, cooper, &e., or by being released from service and
becoming “vryburghers' under the rule and jurisdiction of the
Company. The higher officials congidered their posts in the various

settlements as femporary ; al any moment they might be summoned -

to act elsewhere,

To promote colonisation the Directors sent families and women

_ from Holland. But the stimulus of religious persecution, whick -

resulted in English and French families leaving for other countries,
did nof exist in the Duteh Republie, and those who were making a
living in their wealthy fatherland were not anxious to venture upon
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the hardships of a new life under the very unpd‘pula.r rule of the
East India Company. An actor at Amsterdam expressed the
general view by saying: ' I prefer acting as King or Prince, while
free in Holland, to being a slavein India,” 'The same ecomplaints

“ag those that were made by the Governors of Virginia are to be found

in the letters from the officials in India. Their attempt to settle
in the Malay Archipelago was such a failure, that about the year
1630 the majority of those who went out returned to Holland.

The Company tried to keep the fresburghers in India by raising
the fares on the homeward-bound vegsels. The Directors did nof
wish o gend out well-to-do people, who might he able to enecroach
upon the monopoly, so carefully guarded by the Company. The
only way opsn seemed o be to releage servants who had completed
their contract, not allowing them the right of trading privately.

As soon g5 the settlement at the Cape-proved a ‘sucess, the
Directors tried to form a clase of free larmers, eongisting at first of
former servants of the Company, but later on ineluding also freed

" slaves., Their corn and cattle would be of use for supplying the

oatward and homeward-bound fleets, in addition to veplenishing the
Company’s stock, Many soldiers, howaver, who expeeted an improve-
ment of their position, were disappointed, and found that there was
a gread difference betwesn a free burgher and a *' freeburgher.”

~ As many of them were unfit for fa.rming_ under circumstances quite
- different from those obfaining in their native land, they re-entered
- the serviee of the Company. '

Politically the free burghers were in as good a position as in
Holland, and possessed more rights than anywhere else on the

Continent in the seventeenth century. Government in Holland

wag in the hands of an aristocratic section and tha rich merchants
raled in town, provinee and country.

The  burgher ' or the farmer was not represented in muniei-

' pal couneil, provineial Government or States-General. DBut they

were well cared for and enjoyed in liberty the results of the labour
and ahility which they had pubt into their business, The heavy

" faxes of Holland “where every thing was taxed except the air,” as
-some one said, were counterbalanced in the Indies by the fact that

evaryhhing hed to be hought from the Company, which did nof lose

" the opportunity of making a considerable profit on the transachion.
" Bo the taxes were paid in another form, and for the rest the free-
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burg'hers wera at liberky to md.nagé their affairs, 50 long as they did
not clash with the interests of thae Oompfz.ny

-The Oommsmders and Governors were very carelul in regard to
the releasing of servanis. Only thoge of good hehaviour were seb
free, and as a guarantee for good conduet they had to leave six
months’ salary in the hands of the Company for two years. This
regulation- was instituted as a check on the men who applied for
release only with the intention of spending the salary due to them
and then returning to service. Btill many professed a love for
agriculture with no other aim than to live on the frontier, where
barter and smuggling with the natives were eagy.’

Married men wers preferred to single servants, as it was
thought that they would stay longer and do their best for their
families, The lazy, -debauched and eriminal freeburghers were
severely punished and banished. The principle of the survival
of the fitbest is to be seen at work in the Ruropean population
under the Dutch Hast India Company.

The Company took a keen interest in the wellare of the free-
burghers, and in order to exhibit ite pakriarchal care, it ocrdered
what was to be-done or to be left undone. Weights and measures
were under control.. Horses under three years of age might not be
used, The prices at which bread, meat and wine, &c., were to be
sold were fixed. The haking of cake was forbidden in time of
geareiby of corn.. The clean waber from: thé mountaing, so valuable
to the ships, might not be soiled by washing eclothes, the bathing of
slaves, or otherwisa. Ili-freatment of slaves was strictly forbidden,
8o was any barber or trade, which might spoil the profits of the
Company.

By doing all this, the Company secured twa onds r it served its
own interesbs and at the gsame tims gave guidance to a class of men
who were nob accustomed to have a share in government or
administration. The training thus provided resulted after many
generations in making the eolonists fit for self-government, and ab
the end of the eightesnth century they were conscicus of their
fitness. Here T have only to mentior the name of Quint Ondaaije,
who took an active part in the revolution in Holland at the
end of the sighteenth century.
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The Company only interfered when the genéra.l' safety or good
order was endangered. For instance, before the parade no inn
might be open; the burghers summoned o agsish in construeting
public works were fined if they came drunk.

Bevers punishments and heavy {ines were imposed on the

culprits, and the Hiscaal or public prosecutor was one of the most
" feaved men. Cruelty in corporal punishment, to be found all over

Turope in those days, was not wanbing in the dominion of the
Company, You all know the lale of the eruel Ceylon Governor
Petrus Vuyst who was beheaded on account of his misrule.

Very soon a distinetion ig to be seen between well-fo-do and
poor freeburghers. The poor were assisted in every way both by

“the Company and the Church, in whose affairs the Directors took

an active part; some burghers earned so much money that they
sent it -to Batavia, as a loan to the Company. This wealth en-
abled many of the burghers to send their children to the univer-
sities of Holland and Getmany, and many of them, both in Ceylon
and elgewhore, rose to high positions, just as their descendants do
now under the British Government.

The Bast India Company was for ecenturies the trammg school,
a moral gymnasium, to the families that had sattled in its dominions.

Ag we are here together, let us be thankful to the Honoura,blé
Dutch Company, shill more thankful to our ancestpt'a, whao eolla-
borating both in (Government and in religions matters with that
Company, hecame builders of the siill existing Colonial Einpire-—
the Duteh East Indies, of which the Duleh Burghers of Ceylon,
although politically belonging to the British Hmpire, continue &0 be
valuable members.

— e IR —
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BY THE WAY.

(NoTEs BY NIEMAND)

“ Ceylon University College Magazine ™ for February 1929
has no 'I‘a.bIe of Contents, but it has two references to Dufch liter-
ature. There are two translations, by B.R. B, of Dutch lyries into
English verso ; and L.S, (whom we all know, and who once lectured
in a D.B.U. course o[ lectures) has an all too shork review of
W. J. B. Picnaar's “ English Influences in Duteh TLiterature ™
published by the Cambridge University Press at fifteen shillings.

w 5 %

“ The hook should be of special interest’’, writes I.8., “to
many readers in Ceylon, where evidences of Dutch rule are still to
be seen, e.g., architecture and law.” A Dutch writer, Justus van
Effen, published translations which * first introduced Switft, Defoe,
Shaftesbury, and Mandeville (himself a Dutchman) to Dutch
readers.”” s i possible that Defoe was also of Duteh origin? His
grandfather was merely Foe and was the first to add the De o his
name ; and the menfion of Foe recalls humorous verse written in
Geylon in the early years of British rule.

£ ut *

The “ Mandeville (himself a Dutehman) ” was. Bernard da
Ma,ndevﬂle, whom the Fneyclopedia Britannica deseribes as an
* English philosopher and satirist.”” He was born al Deordrecht in
1670 and weut over te England as a young man. He learnt English
so well that “ many refused to believe he was a foreigner.”’ Hig chief
wozrk in English was “ The Fable of the Bees”, a satire describing
the English pohtloa,l theories of the time, and arriving at the con-

clusion that “ private vices are public benefits.”

e
b

The famous Mandeville is, however, Sir John Mandeville,
whose real name was Jehan de Mandeville. His book of travels
had a great vogue, but this, it is believed, was mostly written by a
Liege physician who compiled it from various sourees. But Sir
John lived in the 14th Century, Bernard in the eighteenth.

# - #*

Another Dutchman who went as a young man to England and

there rose tio eminence was Anthony Dyck., Tt ig good to note that
‘8 memorial to him was quite recently (last March) placed in St,
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Paul’s Cathedral, London. The inseription rung:—" To the illus- .

trious memory of Anthonv van Dyck, the Flemish Master, who, in
1632, was made  Principal Painser in Ordinary to King Charles T
and Queen Henrietta Maria, and, having enriched Frngland with
many famous portraits, died at Blackiriars in this City on December

© 9, 1641, and was buried in Old 8t. Paul’s. His monument perished

in the Great Fire, but his name is imperighable,”
' % #

The Dufck Archives in Colombo have besn much before the
public lately. The valuable arficle by Mr. B. (. Anthonisz, which
was printed in the April JOURNAT, and reprinted in some of the daily
newspapers, described effectively the way in which the Archives
Office began, and was carried on. With growing interest in the

- history of the Dufich pericd in Ceylon, there has been a growing

interest in the Archives. It is beginning fo be understood that
without an intimate knowledge of the Duteh period, the present
development of affairs in Ceylon cannot be fully explained. Goy-
ernment wasg at lengbh persuaded that an expert should be ealled in
o report on the Archives.

s e
B3 s

Dr, E. C. Godee Molshergen, Government Archivist at Batavia,
arrived here in December last, and his Reporé, dated 15th February
1929, was published as a Sessional Paper in April, Tfis an inter-
esting document and will repay perusal. As is usual in Reports of
this nature, it begins with historieal notes—the Report of the
Donoughmore Commission is another example. One fach, nof
generally known, emerges, thal in ‘the 17th and part of the 18th
Centuries, Ceylon was more important as a trada centre than Java,

. though Batavia was the headquarters of the Duteh dominions from

the Cape of Good Hope to Japan.
. L %* »*

. The documents preserved in the Archives on the relations be-
fween the Dutch and the Kandyans and Low-counfry Sinhalese
* consbitute a most important factor in the history of Ceylon during

" the period, and the constetutional data tn connection with leand ien-
ure may be compared only with the Domesday-Book.' So writes
Dr. Molshergen, and it is no wonder he grew enthusiastic,

£ #

He poinés out- three ways in which old collections of documents

~ . are liable fo damage, and adds: " Inorder to preserve what - still
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remains of sueh records, the praetice in various countries is to
publish systematically selections. from the records.” He admits
that something of this has been done in Ceylon, but not enough,
and not fully in accord with present day requirements, for the
ariginal fext must accompany the Finglish translation.

N e . sle
B . B3 Es

It is hoped that the Government will take note of this and

arrange for a systematie publication of the remaining records, in

both Dubeh and English. Only one has so far appeared in the .

correct modern style, and that was nearly two yeafs ago.
* ) % %

It would be impossible, of course, for any reporl on the
Archives fo omibt any reference to the work of our first Archivist,
and Dr. Molsbergen has (rather grudgingly, it seems to me) indi-
cated some of the work done by Mr. R. &, Anthonisz. Bub what
we might have expected, the graceful and just recognition of what
Mr. Anthonisz has achieved during twenty vyears of service, is
unaccountably migsing. Dr. Molsbergen says tbis. thing has not
been done, and that thing has been done, but not in the way that
people do it now. It all sounds like quarrelling beeause people did
not use the telephone or the X Rays twenty years ago ; or travel in
mofor-ears, or build five-storeyed offices.

X *

The learned doctor will by this time have read the much more
interesting and certainly mors useful aeccount of the Archives
published in the April number of this JOURNAL ; and he will pro-
bably compare the gtate of things when Mr. Anthonisz took up his
work in 1899 with what Dr. Molsbergen found in Batavia a fow
vears ago when he took up hés work. The Doctor entered info a
Department already distingaished, well eonstituted, liberally sub-
sidized, and thoroughly equipped with the newest conveniences, in-
cluding " fumigation chests”, woodfree paper, and “ Normaal ”
-ink In due course, he will rise ' to the position and salary of a

* Higlht Official * (Hoold Ambtenaa.l) ' with' a salary of 1,800 guild-
BrS monhh ‘
3* #* A .

Gontrast this with the cireumstances in which our first
Archivist found himself, and one beecomes aware at once of the
difference. One feels that a comparison would even be ludigrous. |
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‘In 1899 the Dutch records which, according to Dr. Molsbergen,
are comparable only with the Domesday Book, were huddled fo-
gether on a few shelves in a Government Office. Apparently no

- one knew what to do with them, and no one cared.. One day, an

ex-Government Officer claimed some 1and, and challenged Govern-

“ment to produce a Dubeh document referring to it, Mr. R. Gl

Anthonisz was brought all the way from 'Sabaragamuwa o search
tor this document, and thus the Archives Office was begun.

% Lo o *

The whole siory has been given, and there is no need to repeat
it here. There iz no indieation that Dr. Molshergen sought for
information about it, though the history of the: Department would
have heen at least as important, for the Report, as the fact that in
the 17th and 18th Centuries Ceylon was of greater importanee than
Java. That history would have - sheWn' that Mr. Anthonisz's
work as a pioneer deserved a measure of respect and resognition.
To eavil at the work of a man who' single-handed evolved order
out of disorder, and who created a Department for his successors

 to enlarge and improve and for experts to criticize,—bthat seems to

Us Ungenerous.
e . B . #*
* Ag the hirths of living creatures at first ave ill-shapen, so are

all innovations, which are the births of time ; yet notwithstanding,
as Ghose that first bring honour into their {family are ecommonly

- more worthy than most that succeed, 8o the first precedent (if it be

good) is seldom attained by imitation.” So wrote Lord Bacon ;
and long before him a Roman said that a dwarf standing on the
ghonlder of a giant might see further than the giant himself : which
is obviously trne. DBub it is ever the [ate of the pioneer $o bhe

" ighored—for a time,

The final recommendation that the Chureh records should be
transforred to the Archives Office is too outrageous to be eonsi-
dered. But the wish that Wolvendaal and Hulftsderp should he
correctly spelt is one to which all will agree. . The matter has been

" often pressed before... Now that Dr. Molshergen presses it Gov-

ernm@nt must take notice,
6
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NOTES AND QUERIES

The Lorenz Family.—In view of the approaching Lorenz
Centenary, the following exfracts from the Hegisters of the Dutch
- Church at Matara, kindly supplied by Mr. G. P, Keuneman, will be
read with mterest —_

op den 13 Maart 1808 is gedoopt heb kmd
Anna Sophia Carolina
goh. den 24 Decemb 1807
de Quders zyn
Johan Frederik Lorensz
en
Maria Blizabeth Andres -
de Gefuigen zyn -
Potor Carolus. Roosmaleeocy
on ‘
Eliag van Schuler
en
Anna Classina Roosmalecocq
en
Sophia Adiriana van Schuler.

‘op den ' September 1813
Zyn in den Hunwelyken
staat bevestigh
Johan Hrederick Lorensz -

_ mef
Arma Petronella Smith.

e i e s

-Het Kind
geboren den 8 July 1829,
tie worden genoemd
Charles Ambrose Lionsl.
Do Ouders zyn
Johan Frederick Lorensz
en
Anna Potronells Smith
Echte Lieden
De doop getuigens zyn
Robert Charles Roosmalecoeq
Jacobns Ambrosins Roosmalecocq.
Mavia Theresia de Lesuw.
' Weduwe Iilsenhaus
Anna Sophia Carclina Lorensz.

Matura, 2 August, 1829.
Bgd, J. D, Palm,
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“Vestiges of Dutch Occupation.’”-—The following notes

- gent by “ R.ILB.” in connection with his article entitled ‘‘Vestiges
" of Duteh Oceupation in the Hambansota Digbriet were reeewed

too late to be inserted in their proper places —

Note in connection with tombstone of Mmm Domthy Alte%—
dorf :—Maria Dorothy Ketelhack (widow of Lieutenant Coint)
married Lawrence Peter Altendorf on 29 Nov., 1799, He was
a son of Johannes Altendorf and Adrisna Dorothes Durven and
grandson of Marten Lodewyk Altendorf of Berlin and Maaua
Jansz.  {Tombstones ond Monuments, Tewis.)

Note in connectzon with the inscribed stone om Tangalle .Rest
House Verandah :—Amongst the records in Kuda Vihara, a Bud-

‘dhist Temple near Tangalle, is a petition on ola addressed by the

monks of Giribandu Vihara saving that in 1774 the Dissawa had
given a sannas defining the land and that they had given peroission

‘to the Duteh to erect tents on this land. Tt fells of how the Dutch

soldiers were worrying them and they asked for a grant of land
somewhere olse. It would thus appear that it was after this peti-
tion was sent in that the témple on the mound was shifted and the
Fort constructed by the Dubeh.—(Notes on Ha.mbantoba District,
‘Ayrton—** Ceylen Anthuarlan )

. Note in connection with the ancient Buddhist Temple on the
Tangalle mound :—This was known as the Giribandu Vihara. The

dagoba, according to a sannas dated 24th February, 1774, granted

by a Dubch official at Tangalle, is said o have been buils in the
Saka year 240, i.e., AD. 318.—(Note from the same reference
quoted above.) '

e DA O 0
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~'NOTES OF EVENTS.
"'SUMMARY OF PROCEEDINGS OF THE COMMITTEE.

Tuesd'ay, Bth Aprit :—1. A vate of condolence on the death of
Ml . A. Tioos was pagsed. 2. It was decided that steps be 1 taken
to instal more electric lans in the Union Hall,

' Tz&esda,y! 2th May :—1. Mr. Bagil Drieberg was appointed
Becratary of the Entertainment Committes., 2. Read lebter from

‘Mrs. B. G. Gratiaen accepting the past of Secretary, Social Bervice
Committes. 8. The following Sub-Committes was appointed to
make arrangements for celebrating the Lorenz Centenary: Mr. E.
. ‘H. Vanderwall, Dr. R. L Spittel, Col. A. 0. B. Jonklaas, and
Mr I. E. Blazé.

4. TResolved shat bhe Secretary, D. B. U. Bu1ldmg Coy., be

written to' regarding the erecion of a wall between the Union
compound and the adjoining premises. 5. A Sub-Committee was
appointed to draft rulesto be observed by the clerk a.nd minoer
staﬂ

Tuesday, 4th June :—The following new members were elested

sihject to their being passed by the Genealogical. Commitiee :—

Mr. W. vanLangenberg, Mr. A. R. Wambeek, Mr. ¢. L. Wambeelk,
Mr. W. L. Siebel, Mr. M. H. B. Koch, and Miss 2. Weinman.
(2) Rogolved that the Union do purehase 20 copies of Mr. Anthonisz's
‘hook, ' The Dubeh in Ceylon.” {3) Approved rules draftsd for
Clerls and minor sbaff. {4} Resolved that a shelter be prov1ded for
‘motor eycles on the south side'of the Union building.

Mr. L. B. Blagé, 0. B.E. :——We offer our hearty congratulations
" to Mr. L. E. Blazé on the weli-deserved honour which His Majesty
the King has been pleased o conler on him. Mr, Blazb counts a very
large ecircle of friends both inside and outside the Community, who
rejoice that hig greas services in the cause of education for well-nigh
half a century have received such signal recognition, As a libte-
rateur Mr. Blazé has probably few equals at the present day, and
the public as well as the Union have veaped the full benefit of his
encyclopaedic knowledge through the medium of lectures and articles.
Speaking fox ourselves, it is no exaggevation to say fthat sinees this

Journal was starfed, there is not a single number that does not

bear evidence of his literary skill.. He edited the Journal with
much acceptance for & number of years, and it is only quite recently
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" that he took up the burden of adltmg fihe last number during the

absence of the writer.

At the meeting of the Committes held on 4th June, Mr. E H
Vanderwall gave eloquent expressicn to the feelings of satisfaction

- with which the membets had heard of the honour He said that it
. was very rarely in this country that honours came in the way of
. men whose sole elaims to distinetion lay in the field of liferature

and in those quiet paths of loyal service which do not meet the

~ gaze ol publicibty. There were two reasons why they should

appreciate the honour done to Mr. Blazé, The first of these was

- that he was a man of most marked ability., It was encouraging to

feel that a man who shrank from public notice in the way that
Mr. Blazé had always done had been specially selected for this dis-
tinction. The second reason was that My, Blazé, as they all knew,

~ had always performed loyal, unstinted, and continuous serviee for

the Union. He felt sure that the honour which had been conferred

o on Mr. Blaxzé would meet with the very warm approval of those

a.ssemblad_.

 Dr. Prins, who occupied the chair, associated himzell with all
that Mr, Vanderwall had said. e had lkmnown Mr. Blazé for a

© long time, and it gave him great pleasure to see that a man with so

little help or influenee had achieved g0 much,

Theso remarks wore veceived with acelamation by those

; present.

Complimentary Dinners: Two members, who have done
much useful work for the Union since its inception, were on

- different occasions enbertained to Dinner recently on the eve of

their departure for England on furlough. The first of these Din-

“:ners, which was to Mr. W. E.V. de Rooy, took place at the

Union Hall 'on 27th March, Mr. R. G. Anthonisz, who presided,
veferred to the invaluable services rendered to the Union by Mr. de
Rooy, espec_ira,ily in the matfer of the Union building. The other

" gpeakers were Mr. T. H. Vanderwall and Mr, T. ¥. Blazs. Mr,
ds Rooy replied suitably.

The other Dinner, which was to Dr. H., U. Leembruggen,

ook place on 30th May and was of a more informal nature, the

venue being the Galle Face Hotel. Mr. R. G. Anthonisz again

" presided, and proposed the foast of Dy. Leembruggen, who, he said,

from the very first moment that he joined the Union, had heen
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EDITORIAL NOTES.

one ‘of its strongest. supporters. . Di. Leembruggen replied in 'y
very interesting speech. There were insistent ealls. for Mr. Van-
derwall, who responded in a  humourous speach, full of remini-
scences, Mr. H, H, Bartholomeuq/ proposed the toast of the.
Chair, ‘and . Mr. Anthonisz, in responding, thanked Mr. Ti. A. van

der Straaten, Mr. A. C. B. Jonklaas, and Mr. B. Drieberg for having -
organised the Dinuper.

- Notices of Births, Marriages and Deaths,—Members of the Union are
* gntitled, free of charge, to the insertion of notices of domestic oceurrences.
These notices must be restricted to a bare statement of the name or names,
place, and date of ocourrence, and wmust be sent to the Honorary Secretary
of thd Duich Burgher Union.

Standing Committee for Ethical and Literary Purposes.—The attention
of members is invited to the need for co-operation in carrying out the
object laid down in sub-section (¥} of Rule 2 of the Constitution. Any
suggestions on this subject are to be addressed to the Honorary Secretary
of the Commities for Literary Purposes, Mr,L.E. Blazé, 0.B.E, Alfred
Place, Bambalapitiya,

“The Dutch in Ceylon.” This book by Mr. R. G. Anthonisz,

L1.8.0., 'is now on sale at the principal booksellors'. Copies may
also be had at the D B.U. Hall.

o Notice to Subscribers: A new volume of bhe Journal beging
with this number.  "Will those who have not veb paid thejr sub-
scupmons kindly remit the amount (Rs. 5) to Mr. J. B. Tousgaint,
“Muresk,” Clifford Place, Bambalapitiya. o

The Journal will be issued at the end of every quarter, post free, to each
member of the Union who pays a subseription of Ra. 5/- per annum towards
its cost of publication. Literary and other contributions are invited and
should be sent to Mr. J, R. Toussaint, “Muresk”, Clifford Place, Bambala-
pitiya, to whom also all remittances on account of the Journal shonld be
made. Dr. L. A. Prins has been made a member of the Board of Manage-
ment. :

- Changes of Address.—All changes of address (especially within the
last three years) should be notified without delay to the Honorary
- Secretary of the Union, Duatch Bargher Union Hall, Reid's Avenue,
-Colombo, or o the Yonerary Treasurer of the Upion. This will
ensure the safe reeeipt by members of all netices, invitations,
reports, etc,

Remittances.—Remittances, whether of subseriptions due to the Union
or contributions for special objects, must be made to the Honorary Treasurer
of the Union, Dr,J. R. Blazé, Havelock Tewn, and nottothe Honorary

BT S R o T Secretary.

i Remibtances on the accouns of the Social Service Fund must bs made
- to Dr, J. R, Blazé, Havelock Town, the Honorary Treasurer of the Stand-
ing Committee for purposes of Social Service.

Dutch Burgher Union of Ceylon Buildings Ca., Ltd.—All communica-
tions should be addressed to G. H.(Gratiaen, Esq., Secretary of the Company
D. B. U. Hall, Reid’s Avenue, Colombao.

.-
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