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FIVE NOTABLE CAREERS.

By the time this issve of the JOURN AL reaches the hands of our
readers, there will have retired from Government Service five mem-
“bers of our Community each having completed » distinguished
- eareer in bis own sphere of work, Such eommonplace incidents ag
rebirements do not usually call for speeial comment, but what gives
a special significance to the retirements in question ig not only fhat
they all come practically together but that the individuals eoncerned
have been among the most loyal memhers of the Unien from its
inception, who have, by their personal influence and example,
helped to raise not only the Union but the entire Communiby in
general estimation. Like, perhaps, all membars of the Burgher
Community who have risen to ominence, these gentlemen hegan
their official life at the hottom of the ladder, with no special advan-
tages that wealth or edueation confers, and rose by sheer industry
and merit to the highest positions open to them,

Mr., E. #. Vanderwall.

The first of this distinguished company whom we shall refer
to iz Mr. Vanderwall. Born in the town of Matara, which hag
produced many men of note, Harry Vanderwall, alter just migsing
the University Scholarship, the examipation fer which he took from
95, Thomas's College, began life as an Assistant Master in the rival
institution, the Royal College. Horty years ago the number of
appointments open te Ceylonese, especially in the HEdneation Depurt-
ment, waa very limited, and promobions usually went by seniority
instead of by merit, After fifteen years’ work at the Royal College,
Vanderwall’s outstanding merits elamourad for recaognition, and at
the age of thirby-five he was appointed Inspector of Schools. In
this capacity he served at Kandy and Jaffna with marked success,
and alter acting for a short time as Chief Inspector of Bchoals, he
wag confirmed in that appointment on lst July, 1924, being the first
Cevlonese to fill thab respongible office.

An outstanding trait of Vanderwall’s character is hig sturdy
independence of thought and action. Possessing talents much ahove
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the ordinary, he is able to hold his own easily agai

have erjoyed better opporbunities than‘himselg afg-lﬂzthbaioz?wvz.l;g
st'renuou'sly but tactfully fought againat everything suggestive of
differential t1:eatment. Slow and deliberate in speech and action
Vanderwall gives the impression of immense power held in reservej

He is not quick at forming friendships, and only the very few whom -

he has admitted into the iner circle of hig [
' : . is life underst
approeiate his great qualities of head and heart, ndersiand and

- Harry Vanderwall’s narne ig inseparably associated with the

Dutch Burghsr Union,l of which he is one of the original members,

His presence on the Committee has helped to give the Union stabi-

lity, When coursels are divided and feeling runs hi it is hi

veico that eventually controls the situation, zﬁ:d hig c};l.llig]"j;té{gllixehlﬁ
has oftqn helped the Commitlee out of 4 diffieult position. He has
taken hig full share in the activities of the Union. Ag g lecturer he
has_ searcely a rival, while he has also made manvy notable contri-
but'lons to the pages of the JOURNAL, which we hope will now be
enriched by many more articles from bis penm, for we understand

that he i i i i
puisuites, intends to devote a good deal of his le1s.ure to literary

Mr. B. V. Altendorff, 1.5.0.

Our second name is that of Mr., Durand Altendorf i

but one of our ﬁvg, received his education at St. Thoffr;aggoélgﬁ:gagl
where he wasg easily the leading spirit in all the mosh daring acts 0%
adver_lbure perpetra,'ted within the four walls of that famous seat of
lea,r.mng.' Qn leaving College Durand Albendorff intended to stud

engineoring in Engl_a,nd, but ke was destined to fil] quite a differenstr;
rPIe, and on the adviee of an old friend of the family, Mr. H. Holland
Superlptenden_t of Police, he joined the Police Departme;:lt where,
aecording to his offieial record, ke “held various offices” for fou,
vears, When‘he was promoted Inspector of Police. ~ As Courbs Insr
pector he did very useful work and scon proved his capaecity fm:
hlghel: office, In 1906 he received hig appointment as Assistan
Superintendent of Police, Colomho, He next served at Kalutar

and Ma,tar?,, but hel was too useful an officer o ba employed lon ia
an outsta'tlon, and in 1913 he was brought down $o0 Colomho toga,crf;
a8 Superlptendent (_)f Police, Headguarters. Thig promotion gay

Alten.dorﬁ great satisfaction as he had now risen to the post held az
one time by bhe frisnd of his early days, Mr, Holland.  For eleven
vears he discharged the keavy duties of this office with conspicuons

ability, and from 1925 he was appointed to ach of
Inspect.or:General of Police, eibhgr in charge ofp’utlfz:ti;irgx?it?;fe]s)?ubsg
the Criminal Investigation Department, He wag conﬁi‘medr ¥
Deputy Inspector_—G.enera,l of Police {Provinces) in 1928, and ?S
1930 he had the distinetion of acting for a short period as t’he Hea-g ‘

of the Department. This, in conjunciion with the Imperial Service
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Order which was conferred on him the game year, set the seal to a

career as honourahle as it wag distinguished.

Durand Altendorff has also done notable work for the Dutich
Burgher Union, of which he has been a valued member from the

" beginning. Having served on the Commitbee for a number of years,
* he was in November, 1919, appointed to fill the post of Honorary
‘Becretary, and eofficlently performed the dubies of this offise until

the latber part of 1925, when. the pressure of his official duties

~obliged him e resign. His services were again requisitioned as a
~ member of the Commities, whers his opinions command respect
" even when sometimes they do nof accord with the generally accep-

ted view.
: Mr. W, Lmdovicl

The career of Mr. Wiliiam Ludovici, known to his inbtimate
friends by the more homely name ' Willis,” differs very little from
that of his colleague Mr. Altendorff. Enftering the Police Depart-
ment in 1898 as an Inspector cf Police, Ludovici followed very
closely on the heels of Altendortf in his promotions o the various
grades of the higher serviece. He broke new ground when, while on
leave in England in 1927, he went through a course of instruction
at Scotland Yard. Shortly after his rebarn to Ceylon, he acted
successively ag Deputy Inspecbor-General of Police, Provinees, and
Deputy Inspector-General of Police, Criminal Investigation Depart-
ment, his special knowledge acquired while in Hngland standing him
in good stead in the latter post. With the highest appointment

. open to Ceylonese well within his reach, Willie Ludovici has been

regretfully compelled, owing to a slight breakdown in health, to
refire from service at the comparatively early age of fifty-five years,
rather than risk a complete breakdown by continuing to perform the
arduouns duties attaching to his office. -

Ludovici’s success in hig official career s not to be wondered
at, seeing that he possesses all the attribufies that go to the making
of an ideal Police Officer. Stern and unbending while on duty, he
ig the soul of kindness in his privabe life, and exhibits nothing of
that bluster and swagger which are usually associated with persons
* drest in a little brief authority.” Fis services to the Union have
been rendered in the game unassuming manner, He is not given to
much speaking ab meetings of the Unicn, but he holds very decided
views on most questions, and is always prepared to stand by them.

Mr. E. A. Vanderstraa@en, £.5.0.

My, Bdgar Vanderstraaten began life as a Clerk in the Colombe
Kachcheri when he was just over eighteen vears of age. He did
nob, however, remain here long, for three years later ho joined the
Customs Department where he wag to rise to heights not hitherto
atfained by any one starfing at the bottom. His work from the
very firsh was characterised by a keenness and thoroughuess which
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wore ravely met with in the Department in those early days, and his

promotion in due course to the Chief Clerkship was only to be ex- -

pected. He held this post for nine years, and in 1921 was appoil{bed
Third Tianding Surveyor. To the discharge of these respousible
duties hie brought to bear the same gualities that he had exhibited
in his earlier careor, with the result that he came to be reg-mrded‘a.s
the handy man of the Department.  His appointment as thc_e
_Assistant to the Prineipal Collector of Customs in addition to his
owh duties followed as & mabter of course, while the Imperial
Serviee Order, which was canferred on him in 1925, was a well
deserved recognition of valuable services rendersd to the Depart-
ment;,

Posgessing remarkable ability for organigation, Edgar Vander-
straaten naturally found himself selected to fill the office of Inter-
tainment Secretary of the Dutech Burgher Upion at an early stage,
and the manner in which he organised the various functions
connected with the Union is & matter of eommon knowledgs. His
na,in.e_is also honourably associated with the old Duteh ]%m‘gber
Union Club, for during the dark days of the war, When — men's
hearts failed them because of the trouble.” Edgar Vanderstraaten,
by his dogged resolution, kept the flag flying and sheered the qub
safely through the rocks and shoals thab beset ifs path. Hig
genius for taking up what appeared to be lost causes was pub to the
test sgain receatly, when the finances of the Union had to be pqt
straight, Vanderstraaten threw himself into the work of re-organi-
sabion with his aceustomed vigour and ability, and working almost
singlehandad, he contrived to place the finances once again on a
satisfactory footing. The Union indeed owes a heavy debt of grati-
tude to him for his loyalty and unstinted service.

Mr. J. 6. Paulusz.

The lagt though not the least of tha five whose eareers we seb
out to sketch is Mr. J. G, Paulusz. TLike My, Vanderwall, he be-
gan hig eareer as an Assistant Master at the Royal College, bub
unlike him he was faithful to his first love. Toyalty and helpful-

" .nesy to the Union have also been the characferistios of Mr.

Paulusz who, at a difficult time, undertook and creditably - perform-
ad the duties of Honorary Secretary of the Union. . He is usually
found at the Club, ready to make a fourth at Bridge or an anta-
gonist ab Billiards ; ready fo tell a good story or to pronounce a
considered opinion on topies of general or special interest, His
long period of service at the Royal College hag given him a host of
friends and admirers. On more than onsa oscasion he acted ag
Vice-Principal of the College, and on Sports Day he regularly wins
the Veterans” Race. e is just now experiencing the delights of &
visit to England-—perhaps the first real holiday he hag ever had. ~
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. ‘Buch in brief is the record of the sevvices vendered hy these
esteemed members of our community to the State as well as to the

+ Union. 'While it is a.source of pride o us that they should have
.atbained o such high distinetion, it must alzo be a matter for deep

thavkfulness that the years of arduous foil kave affected the so

~ little as to leave many more years of usefulness still before them.

et LG B E DA v~

A DUTCH DOCTOR AT KANDY IN 1739.

Every doctor parsues, thronghout life, a phantom fgure which
he hopes to capbure and grapple to his sonl with hoops of stesl.
This figure represents the perfect patient, who possesses cerbain
‘abtributes that tend to heighten professional interest in his case.

' “He is, for ingtance, a man of fabulous wealth ; is afflicted with a

lingering diseasge; is timorous and yet sufficlently undiseiplined to
flout orders and fthereby ineur a succession of opportune relapses.
All these virtues appeared to have besn happily combined in the
person of King Narendra Sinha whao ocenpied tha throne of Kandy

from 1707-1739. To aby doctor he must bave seemed a patient
of infinite possibilities. It would not have been unnatural therefore

if Dr. Danielsz, on receiving a summons to procesd to Kandy in
. -order to treat the king for a cerbain disorder, entertained . himself

with pleasing spsculations. These hopes however were destined
to be dashed, but tha story of the dochor’s misadventures and
disillusionment is preserved for us in the diary of his journey.

On 18th March, 1789, Dr. Danielsz, accompanied by his

' “digeiple,” set aut from Colombo and, six days later, reached a
. village on the outskirts of Kandy. Bot here a hiteh aceurrad.
Two funetionaries from the. Cours met him with the news that

arrangements for his accommodation at Kandy were in progress ;
unhappily the building in which he was actually to be housed ssill
remained unfinished (it appeared doubtful whether even . ite
foundations had been laid). He was accordingly bidden to delay

- his advanee until the signal should be given for bhis -entry into
Kandy.

In due conrse he was admitted into the capital and installed

“in & rest house which had been erected not far from the palace.

The next morning he recsived a visit from three persons, the King's
equerry, his groom of the chamber, and a physician, who, in
guarded underbones, described His Majesty’s symptoms. Five
nlcers had broken cuf on his left foot which was swollen and caused
an intense burning sensation; he falt paing in all his limbs and
sutfered from loss of appetite and occasionally from loss-of memory..
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To vs'rhab ca.use,‘they inguired, could his illness be ascribed ? Dy,
Danielsz gave his diagaosis in evasive language ; the king, he said
was suffering from impurity of bloed. o ,

On the morning of March 285h ™ he writes, " these three
porsons called again and, in the name of His Imperial Majesty
asked me wliab wag the root cause of his illness. I replied that f
dared nos name it for fear lest Iis Majesty should take offence.
They came to my lodgings again the next day saying that the king
Wguld gladly hear the bruth and that I should Eherefore spealr;
without fear. I accordingly replied that the king had, for some
years, been suffering from urethritis.” , :

On fhe 31st the visitors returned, apparently in scepbieal if
nob actually suspicious frame of mind. Did the doctor know of
any relt,nedy wheraby t‘l?e disease could be cured, they demanded.

Yes,” he answered_, by means of & cértain decoction.” After
prolonged consultation it was determined that this decoction
sho_uld ba given a trial on eondition thabt it was prepared before
their eyes. The diary then-continues, “ On the evening of April
1lst my fr}epds called again and said that Hig Majesty ﬁad takon
the medicine but had found if oxceedingly hitter. He would
b}l‘erefore have no more. Could I not make some’ other mixture
with arrack as an ingredient ? I said, Yes. They next inquired
for what _lepgth- of time His Majesty would have to coniinue with
the medicine and I said 20 or 25 days. On the followins day
they asked me whether I could help a ratarala who. had be?an ill
with ague _for upwards of & year and I replied that I would do my
best to relieve him. They then left, bub came back in the evening
and. bold me that the king had ordered that I was to give this
patient physic twice daily—which I did. -~

. *“ April 8td—The same three persoﬁs reported- to Jil
king had so far.felt no improvemsnt, Ooullzl I not pfé%azg&golﬁ:
remed_y that might be applied by his own doctars? . I answerad
bhat his doctors had not the knowledge to administer our medicines
and ad}if_}d that, at his Majesty’s request, T had besn sent by the
authorities at Colombo to cure him. I asked therefore that I
rc}1ght be accorded the privilege of dealing with His Majesty's
disorder myself. To this request I was given no answer.”

Navertheless on  April 5th the doctor was sum
aftend on the king in person, On approaching the bed-rlélc?;eilogcz
_he h_a.d o kneel and ko-tow three times, whereupon he wag
permitted to rise and view the royal leg. ' His Majesty inquired
Wh(?ther I saw any chance of healing it and T replied, Yes, if Your
Majesty is willing to submit to a little pain 7. Hig ,M;Lje’sty ho-
ever, was under no temptation to yield himself up to ‘:L'little
pain " ; and yet, on the other hand, it was borne in upon him tha
. some such- ordeal was necessary, He sought refuge, therefore, in

L =
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delay and determined that the inevitable hour if it had to be faced

~ should at least be postponed, ‘T will send for you again ™ he said

“ag soon ae the New Year and other ceremonies are over.” The

. pest day a second minor patient was sent to the doctor for treatment

and “on April 18th the king informed me that hoth these persons
had {praise God) been cured through my agency.”

The following day His Majesty migrated to the palace of Maha-

. nuwara and Dr. Danielsz was carried along in his wake, * At

8 o'clock in the morning T wag brought to a rest house which’ stood
upon a hill adjacent to the home of two of their priests. The
building was in ruing, full of snakes and scorpions......I told the
Mohottiar and the rata-ralahamies that the house was no place for

‘o Christian fo live in and that I was afraid that within three or four’

days I should fall ill. T therefore asked to bhe moved into better
lodgings.” Dr, Danielsz was accordingly given a more suitable habi-
tation and bidden to hold himself in readiness ‘with all his medicines
against a possible summons. Towards dusk on the 22nd he was
ealled in to the palace, ' having kneeled and ko-towed in the manner
already described T dressed the King's ulcers. His Majesty asked
me whether there was any possibility of his being cured within a
week. I replied that T could not say, but that I would do my very
best to malke him well soon. I also asked to be allowed to attend to his
bandages by day since my eyesight was weak. His Majesty replied
that T miight call twice daily whenever I judged it 0 be time. He
asked me what my namo was, my age, how long I had been in the
service ol the Company—whether I was married and how many
children T had—how old my pupil -wag, how many years he had
devoted to the art—whether he was married-—and what was the
place of cur birth. Having returned fitting angwers to all these
questipns I took my leave. On April 23rd I presented myself before
the palace at seven o’clock in the morning with my medicines, and
was admitted after I had heen standing there for half an hour. T
dressed the wounds and withdrew. At 4 o'clock in the afternoon 1
returned to the palace and, after the lapse of half an hour, was called
within.” :

No conspicuous improvement, however, appeared to be taking
place in His Majesty’s condition. As fast as one ulecer was bealed
another broke out. The King's vagaries increased and the doctor
himself was becoming sulky and rebellious. As a last despairing
effort he again counselled the use of internal medicines. But the
suggestion fell on deaf ears. “‘On April 28th His Majesby nsked
me whether I could heal his uleers within three days. I replied
that T was not a god... . ... Ilis Majesty then said that he was
"shortly getting another doctor from Colombo. The next day the

" King inquired whether some other mode of reatment could not be

attempted. I replied ‘Your Majesty can perceive for yourself that
T keep varying my treabment with each day in order to bring about
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your speady recovery.” His Majesty thersupon instantly resolved
to take inbernal treatment and gave orders that all the requisite
drugs should be made ready.” '

A new decoction was duly preparad ‘and carried. to the King.
But now a much more serious calamity geemed to be imminent.
Dr. Danielsz had indicated the guantity to be consumed at each
dra.ugl_lb bub the King held more advanced views. The amount
prascribed wasg, in his judgment, inadequate ; nothing less than two
glasstuls at a $ime, he felt, could cope with his malady. ° The
larger the dose, the swifter the curs” became his slogan. At 3-30
on t.he afterncon of May lst a crisis arose in fhe palace. Dr.
Danielsz was summoned and informed that Hig Majesty had baken
a burn for the worse, The patient’s temperature had mounted and
hig leg was inflamed from the knee downwards. ‘T learned, how-
ever, to my greab joy ” writes the doctor, " that His Majesky had
nok dr}lnk my medicine ; obherwise he would ecerbainly have thonght
that his fever was due to that. At 8 o’clock His Majesby intima-
ted 't}ha,t I was not fo visit-him in the usual way but was to wait
until ealled.  On the morning of 9nd Max be sent word that I was
o pagk up my helongings and depart for Colombo on the morrow.”
Af mlc:l-d?,y on the 3rd the doetor was commanded to deliver up the
preseription he had used. "I replied that I would not willingly
see my.remediss handed over to other physicians. T was told that
Ei'hls would not be done by Hig Majesty but that he would retain
it for his own perusal. I replied that it was already noon and time
for. me to be having my lunch, but that on the following day. I
Wopld send him the presoription written oub in Portusuess. This
I did on 4th May., The King immediabely sent it back to me by
the h@nd of his interpreter with the requesk that it should be trans-
lated into Sinhalese, This was done forthwish and the intérpreter
conveyed fil‘l@l Sinhaless version to His Majesty, who sent him- buack
to my lodglngs o say that T must send the Porfnguese version as
_wa.ll. This too I did. At 8 o'clock in the evening His Majesty
intimted that T was to go away the next morning.”

- The Court functionaries who came to spead the parting
guest informed bim that '*923 years ago two doctors named
Langenoven and Kloppenburg had been there but had never had
the good forbune fo ses His Majesty at such cloge range and to
spe?,k to him face to face in the manner thit had fallen to my
Lo, \Nk‘lgereupon * writus Dr. Danielsz (satirieally, it is to be
presumed) " I tendered His Majesty my heartfelt thanks for the
benefils and great favour I had enjoyed ab his hands.”

On the .morning of May &th Dr, Danielsz shook the dust of
Kandy off bis feet. A few days later the King was dead. -

JH.O. P,
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ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING.

Proceedings of the Twenty-third Annual General Meeting of the

| ~ Dutch Burgher Union held in the Union Hall on Saturday, 28t}_1

February, 1931, at 6 pom. - :
Dr. L. A. Prins, the President, took-the Chair, and there were

‘about- forky members present.

The notice convening the 1negting was taken as read.
The minutes of the lagt Annual General Meeting were next road

“and eonfirmed.

Presidential Address.

The - President then addressed the meeting. He hegan by
apologising for not being able to deliver such a learned address as

“those present were accustomed to hear from their late President, who

was a man of much learning and ezperience and did a great deal
of research work. He would confine bimself to veviewing the doings
of the past vear. Having referred to the trouble in conneetion with
the finances, which he assured the meeting were now on a satisfac-
tory footing, the President proceeded to give a brief account of the
activities of the various Committees. Dealing first with the Liber-
ary Committee and the Journal Committee, he said the BSecretaries
in charge of these two Committees had done very good work. Some of
the lectures delivered were inbellectual treats and some made them
think deeply on many matters. As regards the Journal, it “was
considered by many higtorians in Burope a souree from which they
could draw much knowledge of the activities of the Dutch East
Tndia Company in this Island.

The President then proceeded to pay a tribute to the excellent

work done by the Social Service Committee in spite of the bad times
"and the comparatively small amount at their disposal. Every

application for relief was investigated with the greatest care, and he
agsured the meeting that the money entrusted to the Committee was
well spent.

Dealing next with the Fintertainment Committee, the President

 said that a very delightful programme had been drawn up

and worked off by this Commnittee. They had provided Variety
Entertainments, Dances, and Bridge Tournaments, and as a result
of their labours the sitting room upstairs had been elaborately
furnished, He also referred to the splendid arrangements made for

2
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the celebration of St Nicolaas Day, which, he said, should be re-
‘garded as the National Day of the Dutch Burghers, as that was the
day on which they realised that they were of Dutch ancestry.

The only matter which occasioned disappointment, continued the
President, was the lack of interest taken in the study of Dubteh, He
emphasised the advantages that would acerue by reviving the
language and pointed oub the facilities that ab present existed for
gbudying it. He hoped that a larger number of members would join
the classes being held in the Union Hall and at other centres.

In conclusion he thanked the Honorary Secretary and the
Honorary Treasurer for the splendid work. they had done and the
snvaluable assistance they had given him. Te also expressed his
gratitude -to Mr. B. A. vanderStraaten for the greab assistance he
had rendered in helping to place the accounts on a satisfactory
footing. (Applanse.) :

Adoption of Report.

Mr. W. Ludoviei moved the adoption of the Report and
Accounts. Mr. A. B. Keuneman, in seconding the motion, suggested

in regard to the study of Dutch, the organisation of classes for
children. - .

- The President stated that a member of the Union and also a
Dutch gentleman now. resident in the island were making arrange-
ments to hold such classes. '

M. D. V. Altendorit offered some ecriticism on the accounts to
which the President and the Honorary Treasurver replied. The
motion for the adoption of the Report and Accounts was then put
to the meeting and carried unanimously.

Election of President.

At this stage the President vacated the Chair, and on the
motion of Mr. Keuneman, seconded by Mr. D. V. Altendorff, the
Chair was oceupled by Mr. T. D. Mack pro tem.

Mr, D. V. Altendorfl proposed the re-elsction of Dr. Prins as
Prosident. He sald it wasg not neeessary (o speak of the services
. vendered by Dr. Pring to the Union as they were so well-known.
They could do no better than re-elect him.,

Mr, E. II. vanderWall, in seconding the motion, said that a year
ago, in electing Dr. Prins as President, they were conseious of the
very flerce light which beat upon the seab which wasg go worthily
held by their late distinguished President. He could only say that
judging Dr. Prins by all the various events during his Presidentship,
he had answered very fully to their expectations. In his very
modest way, which was one of his chief qualifications for holding
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that exaléed post, he did nob say too much, He had made refer-
ence to the study of Duteh. While there was no doubt that 1t
was the utilitarion test thab fmally decided questions of that kind,
it had to be adwmitted thaj under the inspiration of Dr. ]_?I'ms a very
much larger number of persons were af the present tln_le learning
Dutch than ever before, Dr. Prins had kept his seaf during a very
difficuls time indeed. Not only was there a general depression 1n
the island, bub there had been obher depressing circumstances. Tn
spite of all this Dr. Prins had kept the home fires burning brlghtly,
and he did not think they could get any other person so well guali-

fied to fill the office of President. He had great pleasure in second-
“ing the motion.

Mr. J. R. Toussaint, in -supporting the motion, congratulated

" Dr. Prins on his appointment as Deputy Dirvector of Medical and

Qanitary Services, He alzo Yook the opportunity of congratulating

- Dr. H. U. Lesmbrnggen on being appointed to succeed Dr, Prins.

The motion was pub to the meeting and carried with accl_ama«
tion. Dr. Prins then resumed the Chair and thanked the meeting
{ov re-electing him,

Election of Secretary.

Mr. A. E. Keuneman, in proposing the re-election of Mr. A. N.
Weinman as Honorary Secretary, said thab the success ol the past
year, in spite of all the adverge clrcumstances which h.a.c'l prevailed,
wag a very good reason why M. Weinman should continue to hold
that office.

Dr. Leembruggen, who seconded the motion, remarked that they
had had a succession of worthy Honorary Secretaries, and the mantle

- had now fallen on the capable shoulders of Mr, Weinman who had

done very.useful work.

The motion on being pub to the meeting wag carried Tnani-
mousty.
Election of Treasurer.

Mr. J. B. Toussaint proposed the va-clection of Mr. ‘Rossly.n
Koch as Honorary Treasurer, He referred to the tribute paid to his
work by the President, and caid he had no doubt that he would add
sbill further to his reputation for thoroughness.

The motion was seconded by Mr. D, V. Altendorff and carried

unanimously, . L.
Eleciion of Auditors.

M. A, . Keuneman proposed and M. Tivan Koch seconded
that Messre. Ford, Rhodes, Thornton & Co. be applc‘.)intzed Auditors.
Dr. V. van Langenberg suggested thab the words — ab a remuners--
tion niob exceeding Rs. 150/~ be -added. This having been agreed
to, the motion as amended was pasged unanimously.
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" Election of Committee.

The Honorary Becretary proposed and Dr. Erie Brohier seconded

,the election of the following Committes ;—

Colombo,—Messrs, D, V. Altendorff, I.. E. Blaze, W. 8. Chris- ).

toffelsz, B. Drieberg, N. B. Frnst, T, F i
, , N. H. , B, F. N, Gratiaen, Dr. F. F -
%eri{M;s:g;hFACEV}T{. van Geyzel, G, H. Gratisen, W. W ]%?11311;
- H. , A. B, Keuneman, Dr. H. U. Leembrug M )
Maxtin, the Hon. Mr. T. M. Maart ueso r-8 L
/ , 1. . L. M, Maartensz, Messrs. W. Fudovie
Gerald Mack, T. D. Mack, Wace do Migso, feank . T o
Wambeek, F. W. de Vog, B ,Beimee Dr B T Boial, Momos, fiex
, F.W, , H. rg, Dr. R: T Spittel, Messr
vander Strasten, J. R. Toussaint, E. H ! R
, 4. R. , H. H. vander Wall, W, H.
Rooy, Dr. V. van Langenberg, Dr, Michael de Jong, Messrs. M;]ng

Joseph, O. L. 3 b g i
Storlk_- de Kletser, the Hon. Mr, G. A. Wille, and Mr, Perey

Outstations.—Messrs. G. H. Alten ‘

) . GO HD A dorff, . P. Brohier, E

Euglt]faz}s, Dr. V. H. L. Anthonisz, Mr. G. P. Ketlrﬁ;);;lelb? Ji{;

AE&?:;ZLN %?Sillfe :_‘[E{I L. l\%}:o}gerf‘ L. @, Poulier, Gladwin K(,)C]I .Dr.
‘ s lon. Mr. C. I de Vos, Mr. A, . aas I

Ivor Meier, Dr. H. Ludoviei, and Mz, J. Luhovic'i(.)- B Jovldaas, Dr.

The motion was passed unanimously.

. Amendments to Constitution and By-laWs

n the absence of Mr, Wace de Nieso i .

: ‘ ¢ : 1 se, the motion for g -
tlo;’ll of the following aplendments and additions to the g}iflgtitdt;dt?é)n
and By-laws, due not_lce of which had heen given, was moved by
Dr, H. U, Leembruggen and seconded by Mr. J. B. Toussaint '—

OLD CLAUSRE. NEW CLAUSE

Clause 6 (¢)—The admissi : T
shall B, Re 500, nd the monthie  shatr e 8 (¢)~the admission feo

subscription, which shall entitle a
member to all the advantages of the
thon for himself, his wife, and his
children, excepting sons over 21
years of age, shall be as follows :—

Rs, e
Members resident in Colombo 2
Members between the ages of %

21 and 23 years - e 100
Members resident at Out-
stations . 100

Ladiss desiring independent '

Membership 160

Mr. D. V. Altendortt inquired what was the necessis

proposed addition to this clause,

shall be Rs, 5-00 and the m

aubseription, which shall ent(.)i]g;ehlg
member to all the advantages of the
Union for himself, his wife, and his
children, "excepting sons over 21
years of age, shall be as follows
subject fo the right of the Gc-ncmi
Conmiittee to make any rules from time
to time with vegard to the introduction
of children into the Union premises ;—

) Rs, ¢,
Members resident in Colombo  2-
Members betweeon the ages of 50
21 and 25 years . 100
Members resident at Qut-
Stgtions . . 1-00
Ladies desiring independent"
Membership . 1200

v for thé ‘
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Dr. B. L. Spittel replied that in most Clubs children were not
allowed. If children made the Chub a rendezvous they would become
a nuisance. The Committes would consider the matter carefully
and see that no hardship was inflicted.

The new clause was then passed.

The following new clauses were passed without amendment:——

OLD CLAUSH,

Clause 8 (d) —Auy person who was
a member on the 27th February,
1928, and has not agreed to pay the
rates herein prescribed may, if heso
desire, continue to pay the ahnual
subsoription of Rs, 6-00 as hereto-
fore, Provided that in special cases
the Committes shall have power to
waive the subseription during such
time as they think fit; but no candi-
date, although elected, shall be con-
sidered to be a member until he has
paid his admission fse,

Clause 6 (e)—The subscription
shall be due on the lst of each
month in advance and be payable on
aor before the 10th day of the month,
Any member whose subseription re-
mains unpaid at the end of the

month shall be promptly notified of -

the fact by the flonerary Secretary,
and, at the expiration of two months
from the date of such notification,
¢hould he be still in default, his
name shall, after duae notice given o
him by the Honorary Secretary, be
transferred to a sepurate list to be
kept entitled * List of non-active
‘Members,” unless or until he has
tendered his resignation from the
.Union. - :

Non-nctive members shall not be
entitled to any of the privileges of
ordinary members, They shall re-
“epive no notice of nor be entitied,
to participate in, any of the func—
tions of the Union, but may be res-
tored to the rights and privileges of

active members on payment of three’

months’ subscripiion at the rates
preseribed in section 6 (¢); and if
application for the re-Instatement
has not been made within six
months of the date of the transfer,

NEW CLAUSE.

Clause 6 (d)—Any person who was
a member on the 27th February,
1926, and has not agreed to pay the
rates herein prescribed, may, if he s0
desire, continue to pay the annual
subscription of Hs. 6-00 as hereto-
fore. No candidate, although elec-
ted, shall be considered to be a
member until he has paid his ad-
mission fee.

-

Clause 6 (e} ~The subscription
ghall be due on the lst of each
month in advance and be payable on
or before the 10th day of the
month. Any member whose subs-
cription’ remains unpaid at the end
of the month shall be promptiy
notified by the Honorary Treasurer,
and, at the expiration of three
months from the date of such notifi-
cation, should he be still in default,
bie name shall, after due notice
being given to him by the Honorary
Treaswrer, be erased from the list of
wonbers. .

on an additional payment of Rs.

2.50. Any member So restored to the
aotive list shall, without exception,
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OLD CLAUSE.
piy the subsecription preseribed in
qlauge 6 f¢), and shali not be en-
titled to claim the privilege of pay-
xsmzd subseription in terms of clause

. £
NEW CLAUSEH.

Clause 6 (f)—AIl bills must be sel-
tled by mewmbers by the close of the
month followiny . thot dn which the

lability ts tncwrred.  Failing payment

by the end of that month the awouwnt
shall become an arvear. | .

On a debt becoming on arvear a re-

minder shall be addressed by the
Ilonerary T'reasurer to the defauliing
member ; and should the arrear still
remain  unpaid after the lopse of a
month from the date of the Treasurer’s
letter, the name of the member should
be posted up in_some conspieusus place
in the Union Hall by the Honorary
Secretary, who shall af the same Hime
send hine an intimation of this by re-
gistered letter. Showld ke not poy by the
end of one month after the date of the
second intismalion, his name shall be
erased from the List of members, and e
can only be admitted again affer @
fresh election,

No eredit shall be given: to ang
member wiho 8 i arrear, or who is in
Adebt to the Undon fo a greater amownt
than Rs. 20{-

Clause 6 (g}l—Members leaving fhe

Island should notify the dale of their

;ZFPQT'éth'e, so0 thal they shall not become
liable for subseription during heir
temporary absence.

The amendment proposed to clause 6 () was as follows -

OLD CLAUSE.

,0ld clause 6 (f) now 6 (h)—The
Committee shall have power, by a
vote of at least two-thirds of their
number, to cancel the membership of
any member for conduct on his part
likely in their opinion to endanger
the welfare, interest, or character of
the Union, an opportunity being first
given such meinber to be heard be-
fore a meeting in his defence.

NEW OLAUSE.

- Clausge 6 (h)—~The Committee shall
have power, by a vote of at least
two-thirds of their number present af
ihe meeting and wvoting, to eancel op
sus:pqm& the membership of any mem-
ber for conduet on his part likely in
their opinion to endanger the wel-
fare, interest, or character of the
U:mm, an opportunity being first
given such member to be heard
before a meeting in his defence,

Mr. E. ¥. N. Gratiaen pointed out that seven members formed |
& quorum for a Committeeo Meeting, and if only saven oub of 45
members were present, it would be unwise to vest in them the
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power of expelling a member from the Club. He thought that at
least 15 members should be present. D

Dr. V. vanLangenberg suggested the ingertion of the f(_)l}owing :
words at the beginning of the clause and before the words * The Com-
[mitbee ' " Provided that at least 15 members shall be present.”

The amendment was agreed to and the new clause was passed

ag amended,

The following new clauses were pé.ssed without amendment . —

OLD CLAUSE.

7. (2) The Annual Meeting of the
s TUnion shall be held in the
- month of February.

BY-LAWS OF THE DUTCH
BURGHER UNION OF CEYLON.

IL. Mestings of Committee.—The
Committee shall hold meetings on
the first Tuesday of each month or
on such other date as the Committee
may degide after due notice given.

Special meetings of the Committee
may be cailed by order of the Presi.
dent, or, in his absence by the
Secretary. i

‘NEW CLAUSE.

Clause 7 (a)—The Annual Mesting
of the Union shall be held before the
15th of March each year.

BY-LAWS OF THE DUTCH
BURGHER UNION OF CEYLON.

1I, Meetings of Committee.—The
Oommittes shall hold mestings on

“the third Tuesday of each month or

on such other date as the Committee
may decide after due consideration,

Special meetings of the Committee
may be called by order of the Presi-
dent, or, in his absence, by the
Secretary.

The following new clause wasg proposed :—
XTT. Hours and Rueles for the use of the Club Fouse.

{a) The Club House shall be open 1l § p.ot. daily including Sundays, even
if mo snember is present. If members are at the Club, or if any member has
previously motified the Butler that he will arrive after 9 p.m., the Club shall
be kept open till after 9 pom., bul after 13 mvidnight, ewcept on gpeeial occasions,
& charge of Rs. 1]~ shall be recovered from each member present, half of which
may be paid to the servants on duty. A book shall be kept and sigued by all

o omembers affer 12 midwight. Onee the Club is closed, # shall on no account be

opened emcepl on Hhe instructions of the Honorary Secretary.

On the suggestion of Mr. A. B. Keuneman, the words * Union
premisos ” were substituted for the words “Club house” and
Club ' and the new clause was passed as amended.

The following sub-clause to new clause xii was passed without

amendment :—

(b} The entire control of the Club pstablishment shall be vested in fhe
Honovary Secretary, subject to the general supervision of the Commilttee.

The following sub-clause to new clause xii wasg proposed :—

(¢) Non-members, whether vesident or not resident in Ceylon, shall not be
allmitied to the Union premises unless in company of the member introducing lim.
A smember shall enter such stranger’s name in the Visilor's Book, pay the expenses
of Ras friend’s vefreshments, and be responsible for his eonforming with the Rules

wird By-Laws of the Club,
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Mr. J. R. Toussaint proposed that the new sub-clause should
read as follows:—

" Non-members whether resident or frmt resident in Ceylon shall not be admii-
ted to the Union premvises unless in company of the member introducing them.

The latter shall enter such visitors’ names tn the book kept for the purpose, pay the
cost of their refreshments, if any, cmd be vaons«vble Jor their conforming to the

Rules and By-Laws of the Union.”
The amendment was agreed to.

Mr. A, E. Keuneman proposed the following new sub-clause to
clause XI1I:—

 The Comvmittee shall have power fo extend the rights -of membership td
members of the community not vesident in the Islond clmmg the p@md of their
vigié lo the Island.”

The new sub-clause was agreed to.

The following new sub-clauses to clause XIL. were passed
without amendment :— :

{d)  No member shall take or perwmit to be taken away from the Union pre-

mises under any pretence whatever, or injure or destroy, any newspapers, periodi-

cals, pamphlets, books, or other mtwles the property of the fnstitubion.

(e} AU damage fo Union groperty shall be paid for by the person or per-
sons causing the demage at a price to be fived by the Committee.

(£} AU complaints, representations, or suggestions, relative fo the manage-
wment, or connected with the interests of the Union, shall be made in writtitg 91
the book kept for the purpose, or by letler to the Honorary Secretary.

(g) The conduet of o servant shall in no instance be made & matter of
personal reprimand by any member, All complaints vespecting the servants, ov

arrangement of the Clhub, shall be made in the complaint book, or to the Hoqw?
ary Secretary.

The following new sub-clause o clause xii was proposed \—

{h)  Members are vequested to comanuwicate their oddresses from fime fo
time to the Honorary Secrefary.

After discussion it was resolved riot to adopt this sub-clause.

The following sub-clauses to clause xii were passed without
amendment :— .

(i} No wehicle shall be hept under the portico or in such place or manner
as fo cause obstriction.

(i) Dogs shall not be allowed within the Union premises.

Vote of Thanks to Chair.

Mr. E. A. vanderStraaten proposed a hearty vote of thanks to

the Chair. This was seconded by Mr. W. Ludoviei and carried

with acelamation,

(At the close of the meeting a colleetion was made in aid of the
Bocial Service Benevolent Fund of the Union and vealised Rs, 25/-

DUTCH BURGHER UNION 181

'DUTCH BURGHER UNION OF CEYLON

TWENTY-TIIRD ANNUAL REPORT.

Your Committee have pleasure in submitting -thel-following;

- report {or the year 1980.:—

Membership.—19 new mombers wers admltted durmg the’

_ irea,r, while the loss by resignation and death was 12." Five mem-’

bers were struck off as defaulters for non-payment of club dues.

 Tha number of members on the rolk on 31st December, 1930 was
. 895 as compared with 330 on 31st December, 1929.

General Commiitee—12 meetings were held durmg “the
year, with an average attendance of 13-4.

. Changes among Office-Bearers and Committees— At
the last Annual Gensral Méeting'. Mr. A. N. Weinpman was elected
Honorary Secretary in place of Mr. J. G. Paualusz who had Alled
that office with great acceptance, and Mr. Rosslyn Koch succeeded
Dr John Blazé as Honorary Treasurer. Massrs. Guy Gxenier'

H. P. Christoffelsz, Frank vander Smaght and Mervyn Joaeph were
electe& to fill vacancies in the Genera,l Committee.

Work of Standing Committees :

1. Committee for Ethical and Literary Purposes.—This
Committee has been very energetic and under the guidance of their
learned Secretary, Mr. L. F. Blazé, arranged five interesting
lectures :— Some Impressions of South Afviea” by Dr, Adalbert
Ernst on June 8, “Some Dutch Painters” by Dr. H. U. Leem-
bruggen on August 6, “Slavery in Duteh Timos and After” by M.

" J. R. Toussaint on September 28, "'Lora and Legend from Jungle

Villages” by Mr, R. L. Brohier on November 7, and "My Fxperi-
ences in Holland and South Africa” by My A, N. E. Coomara-
swamy on December 17. The attendance ab all these lectures wae
large and very encouraging. Three of the lectures were published
in the D. B. U. Journal,

. Committee for the Purposes of Genealogical Re-
search.—Under the able guidance of Dr. H. U. Leembruggen, this
Committes has held several meebings during the year,

3 .
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-8, Comumittee for Purposes of Social Service.—This
Cominittea under the leadership of their enthusiastic’ Secrébary,
Mr. Wage de Niese, continues to do the good work they have under-
taken. Several members of the community, in indigent cireum-
gtances were assisfed, and the schcol fees of many poor children
paid. Subseriptions and contribubions from Concerts and other
organizations amounted ¢n foto to Rs, 2,015/04 during the year, and
disbursements were in kesping with the funds in hand. During the
latter part of the year contributions were meagre and disappointing.
It is earnestly hoped that greater encouragement will be given this

body in the useful work they are doing towards the uplift of poorer

members of the community.

4. Committee for Purposes of Entertainment and
Sport.—The activities of this Committee have been many and
varied. During the vear a very .successful concert ovganized by
Dr. F. Foenander, a Billiard Tournament for which Me. W, W.
Beling wag responsiibde, a Bridge Tournament arranged by Mrs.
Gerald Mack, and a very snjoyable Variety Entertainment organized
by Mr. Gerald Mack, were very happily worked off. = The year was
fittingly brought to a close by a most enjoyable Fancy Dress Dance
on New Year's Hve. The proceeds of the various functions orga-
nized by this Committee, which were placed to the credit of a
separate fund, have been utilized in furnishing and genevally im-
proving the amenities of the Reading Room. ' ‘

Honour Conferred on a Member of the Union.—During
. the year we look back upon, a well-merited honour was conferred
on one of our moss loyal members, Mr. D). V. Altendorfl, who was
awarded the Imperial Serviee Ordar, by His Majesty the King, in
recognition of faithful and devoted serviee in the Police Force.
My, Altendorft is a credit o our community, and an inspiration to
the younger members of the Union. His record in the Police Force
is something we are all proud of.

- Study of Dutch.
with marked kesnness throughout the year under review, under the
tutelage of Mrs. Lourensz and Drs. Pring and Leembruggen.
Clagses for conversation and reading have been regularly held in
the D. B, U. Hall, and, latterly, one was started at Regent Street
by Mr. J. A. Poulier. Some of the students have progressed to an

»
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apvreciable extent, and it is hoped that they will soon be of
agsistance in promoting the study of the Dutch Language among
members of the community.

- The D, B. U. Journal has appeared regulavly, Several new
contributors have found their way into its pages, while the high

" gtandard which has always characterized it has been maintained.

It is a matber for regrat that more members of the Union do not
subseribe to thig Journal, as the subseription iz only Rs. 5/- per
annum, while it affords all members a means of keeping in touch
with the objects and activities of the D. B. U. The untiring efforts
of its editor, Mr.J. R. Toussaint, have made it a valoable work of
veference, as well as of historieal interest, and it is hoped that the
New Year will see a large accession of subscribers.

Reading Room and Library.—The Reading Room is well
patronised, the Periodicals available being numercus and varied.
Its attractions have been enhanced by the heantiful furniture and
carpet purchased from the proceeds of the Variety Entertainment
organized by Mr. and Mrg, Gerald Mack, to whose interest is due
the very suifable selection made.

Armistice Day.—A wreath of popples was placed on the
‘War Memorial in Colombo, on Armigtice Day, on behalf of the
Union.

St. Nicholaas® Fete.—This annual fixture is mainly for the
entertainment of the children of members, and the day is essentially
Children's Day. Mrs. F. Foenander assisted by a willing band of
helpers saw to all the arrangements, and no paing were spared to -
malke the funetion a suceess. Notable features this year were the
tuneful welcome to St Nicholaas by hoys and girls in Dutch cos-
tumes, and the entertainment provided for our little friends by the

" Yndian Jugpler. On the departure of the children, dancing com-

menced amongst the older folk, and when the time {or closing
arrived the exodus took place with general regreb.

Premises.—1It has been noticed that a portion of the lawn will
be encroached upon for the purposes of road extension in the near
future. This will detract to a marked extent from the appearance
of the Club Building. This may in a way prove to be a blessing
in disguise, as wa shall then be compelled to seek “‘fresh fields and -
pastures new,” where it iz hoped land will be available for a
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sufﬁment number of tennis sourts and obher outdoor recrea.tmn 80

necessary these days for any progressive Club.

Finance.—The accounts of the Henorary Treasmer duly

audited by Messrs. Ford, Rhodes & Thornton, are submifted here-
with, from which it will be seen that the excess ol expenditure over

income amounts to Rs. 439.71. It would be as well to point out

that this excess is due to certain accounss referring to 1929 hdving

passed through the Day Book for 1930, and also to heavy items of |,
non-recurrent expenditure such as, Re. 179/50 fitting naw gates ete.,
and several other itews of a similar nabure, but for which, the

ineome ig clearly more than the expenditure,

In making relerénce to the moneys misappropriated by hhe
late clerk, we are now in a position to say that the efforts of the
special Commithes appointed to lock ihto the mafter, have revealed

the sum of BRe. 1959/48 as being the total of the amounts misappro-

priated. We are glad to say that this has been guaranteed by the

Honorary Treasurer at the time, and we have been informed by :

him that be is making arrangements to refund the money.

Your Committes desire to record their appreciation of the wmk
done by the special Committee referred to above, and would specially
menhi(‘)n the invaluable services of Mr. B. A. meder Straaten.

This report would not be complete withous some reference to-

the splendid response rade by our Honorary Treasurer, Mr. Rosslyn
Koch. He took over af a time when financial conditions wers
almost chaotic, and we realize that i meant many months of hard
work under trying conditions, before the acdounts could be brought
into anything like their present satisfaetory condition. We wish to
record how much we appreciate Mr. Koeh's good work.

Concluston —We have fo point oul with regret that we do
not think the Union is veeeiving all the suppors it deserves from ifs
" members, Hverything is being done, as far as funds will permit,
to improve the amenities of the Club, and provide for the comfort
and reereation of the members, bub the response so far has not been
at all encouraging and the attendance continues to he poor. Trade
depression, no doubt, has o good deal to do with this state of affairs,
but it will not be oub of place to remind members that the prosperity
of the Union depends entirely on their co-operation, - The future
of this ingtitution is entirely in vour hands, We hope that as
many as possible will' make it a point to drop in for Bridge and
Billiards on Pridays ab least which should in future be remembered
as members’ day.

AUBREY N. WEINMAN,
HG?ZO?C&?U Ser,femu,
Duteli Burgher Union.
Colombo, 17th February, 1931.

DUTCH BURGHER UNION.

Balance Shee‘f as at 31st December, 1930.

__ABSETS,

B <P

B

ITIES.

. LIABIL

DUTCH BURGHER UNION.

Balance Sheet as at 31st December 1930.—{Continued)

ARSETS.

LIABILITIES.

.G

R
8,429 50

Brought Forward

8,824 71

Brought Forward
SURPLUS AccounT—{Contd.)

8267 18

Brought Forward

Less:
_Bealance of Dance Committee
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DUTCH E3L!R(3%iEF? UIQEC)N
Balance Sheet as at 31$t December, 1930. |

LIABILITIES, R o R. o,
HUNDRY CREDITORS
As per Hohedule 2,629 08
DrEPosITS— -
Library Deposit .85 00
Marker K. P. Joseph sscurity deposit 40 00 G5 00
ERTERTAINMENT ACCOUNT—
Dr. F, V. Fosnander 120 35
Manning Cup Sweep 58 25
Billiard Tournamen} 15 OO
Profit on Joncert 182 00
- do DBridge Driva 9 52 385 12
Less:
1 Carpet 60 00
E O W. Van Geyazal
for farniture 204 03
W, G. Mack
Balancs dua
on Purniturs & 492
) — 209 44
Printing Tickets
for Dange, 2
Posters ebe, 15 50 284 04 100 18
BeLixg MEMORIAL FUND— 475 86
DEBENTURE— 8657 66
MEMEERS ACCOUNT—
Amotnt paid.in advance on
account Subseription 61 50
do do Bar 85 43 o5 938
BURPLUY ACCOUNT——
Balance as per last Balance -
Sheet 8204 6%
Add : ' )
Amount of Arrsars
recovered 10 00
Amount paid by Non-
Agtive Members 11 00
Amount due o Soeial
Hervice 41 86
8,267 18
QOarried Over IRs. 8267 18 3,824 T1

(arried Over

09 TOI}EOI0BI 100

NOING SHHSYNT HOLOAJ

S8t

ASSETS, R ¢ R ¢
FURKITURE— :
© Ag per last Balanes
Sheeat . 754 00
Additions for the year 60 00 814 00
Piano—
As per last Balanco Sheet 780 00 1,564 00
Buxpry DERrons—
Amoun$ due by Mem-
bergs on account
Bubseription -1529 25
Amount dae by Mem-
bers on saceount
Bar 1468 01 2992 26
T. K. Carron 395
Amount said to have beenr misap-
propriated by former elerk 1959 43 4,955 64
PAYMENTS IN ADVANCE—
Unezpirad portion of Telephons
Subseription . 90 64
Members Liedger and Subscrlptlon
Books for 1931 ... 52 95
Depogit with Director of Electrical
Undartakings 100 00 243 £9 .
STocK-—
Value of Spirits, Wines, ste. 492 57
20 Copies Duteh in Ceylon 100 00 529 57
CasH—
At Imperial Bank of India on fixed
Deposis . .. BIT 50
At Chartersd Ban}\ of India on '
Current Accouns 611 16
In hand . ... 15 04 1,143 70
Bs. 8,429 50
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- Balance Sheet as at 31st December 1930.—(Continued)

LIABILITIES. ' o . ABSETS,
R e R e R e R e
Brought Forward 2,824 71 Brought Forward ' 8,429 K0
SurpLUs AccounT--{Contd.)
Brought Forward 8267 18

Liess:

Balanoce of Danes Commitiee _
1929 Account written off 109 29

Amount due from 8. Nicholaas &
Feto 77 90 =
Cash Sales written off 133 84
Remunerabion to clerk for
writing 1929 books 200 0¢
Trreacverable debts written off 2683 22 '
Warrant Fea on 1926 _
Asssssment Tax 12 50
e 3229 68
it
. 5044 50 B
Less: Fzeess of Expendifure o
over income for the year 439 71 &
4,604 79 gj
o . R
Rs 8429 50 Rs. 8499 50 ;
e ——————dre O e —— e ﬁj
We have audited the hooks of the Duteh Burgher ¥
Uniaon of Ceylon for the year ended 31st December 1930. -g

Subject fo our Report of this date addressed to the
Chairman and Commistes of the said Unlon the fore-
going Balance Sheet ig, fo the bast of our knowledge and
belief a true sbtatement of the affairs as shown by the

books.
Forp, REODES, THORNTON & Go.- RossLyN KooH,
Chartered Acoountants, Auditors, .
Hon, Treasurer,
Colombho, 14th Febraary, 1831. Dutch Burgher Union of Ceylon,

DUTCH BURGHER UNION.

_Dr. Income & Expenditure Account for the year ended 31st December, 1930. Cr.




C‘olombo, 14th February, 1981

- BHODES, Thop
: Chartereg Acco

NTON & Cp
Untands, A?édiﬂﬂ?‘s;

L

DUTCH BURGHER UNION.

Dr. Income & Expenditure Account for the year ended 31st December, 1930. Cr.

To Rent

R e

2,103 00

Less: Room Reunts recovered 280 00

Assesgment Taz

Electrig Carrent for lighting, ate. 689 60

Less: Recovered from Y.D.B. o
Comrades 10 00

Gas Consumed

Wages of Butler, Markers,
Water, eto.

Linen

Tray Giasses.

Fitbing New Gates, Building
Steps, Stage. ote,

Fixing Ceilivg Fan, Bulhs, Rent
of Fan a; Office

Telephana

Books & Stationery

Habseription to Newspapers &
Periodiecals lesz Recoveries

Salary of Clerks

Bonus to Clerk V, Murugasu

Fidelity Guarantee Insurance
Premium to Clerk V. Muru-
gasu-

800 00
25 00

10 25

Audit Fea

Commission to Subseription
Collector

Hira of Chairs -

Subseription to Aigemeen
Nederlandsch Verbond

Upkeep . :

Sundrias or Miseellaneous

Rs,

R

1,820
700

679
52

2,079
13
11

179
100
969
384

103

934
150

167
37

22
595
274

C.

00
006

pilat
00

25
50

72
32
a8

B.878

68

R, @ R, ¢
By Enfrance Fees 75 00
»  Subseripbions 5,279 00
: — 5,354 00 =
. Donation from H. C. Antho- Sa
nisz, Hsq. ’ 20 00 g
» Profits on:— . .
Spirifs T80 60 &
Wines 155 72 2
Ligueur 154 97 Eﬁj
Ales and Stout 172 25 ]
Cigars and Cigarettes 70 52 o
Asrated Watbers 534 64 =
Refreshment ‘ 05 s
Bitliards 785 00
Sale of Billiard Balls 26 00
—— 811 00
Cards 680 52
— 2,739 47
., SUNDRY INCOME— -
Leoase of Traes 8 00 -
‘Interest on Fixed =2
Deposit 17 50
— 25 50
,, Balance Exeess of
Ezpenditure over Income 439 71

Be. 8,578 68
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DUTCH BURGHER UNION.

SUNDRY CREDITORS AS AT 3lsr DECEMBER, 1930.

Dutch Burgher Union of Ceylon Building Co., Tid., Rs. e.
May to December 1,460 06
Uolombo Gas & Water Co., Ltd. . 13 11
H. W. Cave & Co. 13 25
Director of Electrical Undertakings Deer. Ale 49 80
A. C. SBamps - 15 00
Frowin & Co, 49 00
Oaxton Printing Works ' 47 95
Hirdramani e D ven 60 00
Plate Ttd. cee 1 00
K. P. Joseph 16 20
V. Murugesu e . 945
Tord, Rhodes, Thornton & Co. .o 150 0D
Miller & Co., Ltd. cen 681 31
New Colombo Iee Co., Tid. ... 07
Bs, 2,529 08

v
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GLIMPSES INTO THE PAST.

{CompinED FOR PUBLICATOIN IN THE D.B.U. JOURNAL ONLY.)

Two previous references have been made in the pages of this
Journal to the Van Ranzow family. The one, purely presenting
the gencalogy, dompiled by the late My. F. H. de Vos, appeared on
page 103 of the first volume. The other, in the form of a historieal
éketch,-from the pen of the late Presgident of the Union—Mr. R. G.
Anthonisz—was published in volume 2, page 42, Some old papers,
lettors and references, which are in the possession of the compiler,
have prompted this furbher contribubion, which ventures into more
infimate touch with a family to all intents and purposes very well-
known in the Island to generations who have long passed away.

There iz a certain dolefulness which atbaches itself to the
story of the Uounts of Ranzow, as they were commonly called. Tt
tells but oo truly of the Anchuabions in status and forbune which

*is no respestor of individual or nation. Moerely o strass such an
imptassion, the reader will parhaps bsar with me for taking him
ovar eerfain ground ha has praviously besn made aequainted with.

“To the wyear 1730, there eame oub o Ceyvlon a person who
’cailed himself Ferdinand Anthon Scholbz, concerning whom rumouy
had it that he was eompelled to leave his homeland on s charge
laid against him “Of connivance in matters which upset publie
tranguillity.”  Yet, nobwithstanding what rumour did tell, ha was
given high offics under the Dubch anthoritiss, who presumably were
awars that the man who called himself Scholbz was the seeond son
of Jount Alexander Lisopold van Rauzow of Schmool and Hogen-
velde and of the Counbess who was in her own right Baroness van
Hoyen. '

Bix yéars affer his arrival, {Chrigtoff) Ferdinand Anfhon
{Count} van Ranzow, to refar to him by his rightful name, married
Josina Schokman, the daughter of Arent Schokman of Colombo and.
“of Cornelia, Varschuur, Incidentally, it may be remarked that it is .
unfortunate that the late Mr. J. P. Lewis should have made only a
vague reference to this evens in his wonderfully complete compila-
tion entitled * Tombstones and Monuments in Ceylon,” by merely
recording that the Count married ** Josina,”

4
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To pass on; there wera four daughters and eight sons of this
marriage 15 would appear thab while in Ceylon the Count . was
stationed at Colombo and Jaffna, at which latter place he served

for four years {1745—49) in the capacity of Opperkoopman and
Dissive. :

In 1750, Count Ferdinand Anthon proceeded to Batavia with
hig family. * An announcement which he made ghortly before this
to the effect that he would in future resume his family name leads
to the conelusion that, if as rumour had i, he was originally
banighed for some offence against his home-state, he had been
granted a reprieve. Aftier a sbay of eight years in Babavia, immaes

diately afber the death of his wife, he refurned with his children to
his homeland,

To supplement this introduction with a briefl notice of such
subsequent information as is available, it would appear that on his

reburn home the Count married Louiza Henrietta, Barcaess -

Breckenhurg, the daughter by a morganatic marriage of Prince
Wilhelm Ludwig von Schwarzburg, first cousin of Aagusta, Princess
of Wales, mother of George II. By her he had six sons and one
danghter. Thus leaving a quiverful—nineteen children in all—he
died at a ripe old age in the year 1802, at Holsminden, in Germany,
having exceedad the allotted span by twenty-one years.

There is need to refer to but three of his children, sinee only
these catved oub for themselves portions of a eareer in Ceylon. One
of them, by the first marriage, is Daniel Ditloff ; the two others, by

the seeond marriage, arc August Carl Fredrik, and August Christiaan
Anthon,

Coneerning the first of these, Daniel Ditloff, it would appear on
reference to the geneslogical table compiled by Mr. de Vos, that he
rose bo positions of trust in the service of the Dufch Bast India

Company. It is with reference to him that shé Dutich traveller
and scientist, Thunberg, writes ;—

“Des: 7th: (1777). I made a second journey from Columbo
to Mature alt the instigation of the Governor to visit Count
Ranzouw’s lady who laboured under a severs and tedious
illness ..On the 28th. I travelled from Mature back aguin

- to Columbo in company with the young Count Ranzouw,
who was now going on a visit to his brother and sailed ag
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a gunuer on board a Dutch ghip. This youth, w'ho was
of a very hasty disposition, had ab the same t1?a_e— the
misfortune to be lame on his feeh. Notwithstanding, h.e:s
had learnt to fenee with greab skiil and, in spite of his
erooked legs and thighs, to dance incommparably well.”

.The lady alluded to is in all probability his first wile, Anna
Sophia van Tier, the widow of Jean Tli du Mourin.,  She would

-appear . to have died shottly after Thunberg's visib. It ig jush
- possible that the youth referred to was one of the Counb’s younger

brothers who paid him a vigit. His two step~br013he.rs ?vho later
came ouf, as mighb rightly be surmised on his invibabion, W.era
not in the island before 1788. The importance attached to danecing
as an accomplishment of the period, cited moreov'er by su.ch & keen
observer and student of eulfurs, pregents a side-light which brings
into foeus the precept i— |

g Example is & living law, whose sway

Men move than all the wristen laws obey.”

To get back from this digression, Thunberg also gives us to
understand that at the time of his visib, the Count was Comptrol'ler
of the Company's fachory ab Matara, and that therle was nobhing
about cinnamon and the cirnamon trade which he did not know.

in the yvear 1800, he was Commissioner of Gover‘nment to the
assembly of Deacons of Colombo, atd President. pwectqr- of the
Orphan House. This appointment, dating ba(_ak_ ag it does fo. four
years after Colombo was surrended to the Brlbl;h: W(?‘tlld naburally
appeay to have been made by Governor North. With i, he took up
yesidence in the Pattah,

- A large and prominent building, abutting on what we. fo-day

" call Prince Street, served as this Orphanage, which was many years

previously organised on the orders of the Dutch Government to

serve the purpose of an asylum for the eare and custody of male

‘and female orphans. The boys, it is s‘uggesteé.l, V\fere taught the

asual school subjects, and were allowed to remam' till tbey‘ wera .of

gufficient age bo be apprenticed to o trade. Thg gl'rls remained, ar}d

were looked after until they managed to find a suibtable partner in
life who was only too glad $o look after them !

Unfortunately no further facts throwing light on Ithis‘ institu-
tion have been gleaned by the writer, bub ol the building it would
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appear thatb, passing through many vieissitudes, it has been in turn

used as a hospital, the head-quarters of the Ceylon Volunteers, and
a9 a second-rate hotel.® :

. Hither resigning his appointment under the British Government
or,. it may be, in conssquence of the institution he was in eharge 01’?
being closed down, Daniet Ditloff laft for Bafavia in the year 1808
taking his family with him.
_ A link forged nearly fifty vears later by a series of letters which
passed between Peter Isanc John Brohier in Caylon, the father of
Richard Annesley Brohier (Sr) and Lodewyek Carl van Ransouw
ong of this Jount’s sons in Batavia, presents a faw more -fragmenbs;
of infom_mtion connected with this brahch of the family. The
following is exfiracted from the original pages of a letter dated 24th
May, 1850, from Batavia, written in English ;—

My Dear Friend—My long silence in Wﬁting $o0 you, I beg
yvou do nof atéribute to anything else but merely for want of
matters, as I don’t know what may he interesting to you from
Java. The return in April lagt from Holland of our gon and
heir, Ferdinand Henrick Wilhelm, after an abgence of nine
yoars, affords me the pleasure of writing to'you. You will re-
collect that he wag sent to Burope in 1841 for accomplishing
his education. He was for two and a hall vears a student a;
the University of Utresht (Netherlands). He. has made good
progress in hiz learaning; he speaks and wrifes difforent

. languages, viz., Duteh, French, English, Gerpan, Latin and
Greek, He is a well accomplished fine young man of the age
of about 232, and according to the promise of cur Governor-

G.er‘nelra,l we may expect to ses him soon established as a
Civilian in the Government's office.

My wife and my two daughters, Victoria of the age of 19,

Elizabeth of 17, and youngest son Christopher of 15 years of
age, myself and Ferdinand, are ail, thanks be to God, enjoying
good state of health...... '

‘ The writer who signs himself L. . van Ranzow, had estab-
lished himself as a merchant in Batavia and would appear to have
}ineal descendants living at the present time in Java. | However, ib
is to Daniel Ditloff’s other son, concerning whom little is kno,wn ‘

* Bee C, L. R,, Val, ii, 1887, p. 87—Ed,

® ®
& .:\ &
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other than guch inference as may be drawn from the designation he
appends to his name in the subgequent notice, that we owe the

information regarding his father's death.

The following obituary notice is a translation from the original
which appeared in a Batavian paper, in Duteh :—

Tt hag pleased the Almighty God to oall to his eternal
rest, oub of this temporary life, aboub midnight to-day, at the
aga ol 81 years, 7 months, and 21 days, my revered [ather Daniel
Ditlaff Count van Ranzouw, former mermber of the Counecil of
Justice, here; of which event I hereby inform his friends and
acquainfances, with the request thab I may be spared lebters of
condolence.

H. Van RANZOUW,
Sowrabaya, Captain.

171th dugust, 1822,

The order of sequence demands thab at this stage 1 should

venture to present the available information velating to the other

two Counts whe came out to Ceylon—sons of the second marriage
with the Baroness of Broskenburg.

Howaver, T would ask the further indulgence of the reader to
geb back [or a few moments to the series of letters T made previous
reference bo, which were addressed to the descendant of the van
Ranzouw family in Batavia. They afford many “ Glimpses into
the Past ™, picturing conditions, and diffusing singular information
of eighty years ago. Moreover the exkracts referring to peopls may
help some readers to bridge an unspanned gap.

Txtract from a letter dated 8th February, 1841:

* Ih i to be wished you can come and have a glance al
‘Clolombo now. The changes which an absence of 34 years
have brought in the eity, would indeed be a surprise to you.
Bridga of boats laid, a Savings Bank established, Mail -coaches
plying to and fro, Sehool Commission appointed, Friend in
Need Society and an Aeademy established, Cinnamon Mon-
opoly trade thrown open, Kandyan MTerritories added to the
Crown, Government Waste Lands selling off and very
promising esbates rising up. Two Colosial Free Presses
established and the FEditors whereof showing grim faces to
cach other. A Seotch Tresbyterian Chureh in progress of
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being built, Banking System about to be established., Ceylon
youths sent to Caleutba for education at the expense of
Government, Ceylon Agricultural Joint Stock Company formed,

“and many such ofher projects arve daily ripening and no doubf
will ere long burst forbh.

# .

“The house which had belonged to your late father
is now e¢onverbad info thres small oues and belong'é to two
different owners. Many a propriefor of houses situated
within the precinebs have profited of its vast compouud,
and by abtaching somae pieces to theirs- have thereby rendeved

_ their own more aecommodating, Tlive in the one opposite
which formerly belonged to Mr. Robert Aldons, and which I
bad purchased in 1834 for Rds : 1800, and as many an improve-
ment has sinee been made by me to it by throwing an ocutside
roof efe., under the enhanced price of land will feteh Rds : 5000
ab loast if sold.” " '

#* * M %

“The widow van KEbbenhorst, whom you may perhaps
recollect as the daughter of Caplain Jean Brohier, was married
4 second time in 1810 to a gentleman by the name of Hughes,

* He died in Caleutta and left three children, two song and one
daughter. Henry Edmond the eldest is a Proctor in the District
Court of Matalle in the Kandyan Provinces, Bdward iz under
mercantile pursuits and has established himself in the Fors
of Colombo, and Jane Horbensia is married o Mr. J. L. Siebel.”

% *

The following information has been gleanad and rearranged
from the same letter and from others bearing a subsequenb date.
. Frequent reference is made to Mr. and Mrs. Reosmaleeoeq. The
lady was the eousin of the van Ranzouw in Batavia, and her hus-
‘band was Petrus Jacobus Roosmalecoeq, who was Bitting Magis-
trate of the Girawe Pattu {Hambantota District), concerning whom
I shall deal more fully in the course of this compilation. A Mr.
Christian Constantine Ludekens, who had proceeded to Batavia
with a Mr. Franz in 1806 or 1807, is enquired after, ** as the family
have not had any tidings from him sinee he left.”” In another
letter, undated, but apparently writben a few months later, a re-
quest is made for information respecting the estate ‘of a Mise
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Charlotte Antorette de Boer, who went to Batavia- “ some years
ago” and died at SBamarang. The deceased is described as heing a
niecs of the late Mr. John Godfried Jansz of Colombo, who “also
died ab Samarang some time ago.” It aleo states, hearing on this
enquiry, that a letéer was reesived from the Principal Officer of the
Weeskamer, Batavia, addressed to the mother of the deceased inti-

mating her death.

A eerfain sum of money deposited in the Weeskmer {CQolomba)
ag belonging to Anna Sophia Brands (decensad), a near connestion
of the family of van Ranzouw, was drawn by her relatives in Bata-
via through their atbtorneys, stabes a letber dated 2 Aug: 1841.
Vincent William Vanderstraaten appears from the correspondence
to have been at the time (1841) Registrar of the Supreme Court, of

~ Judicabure. The same lotter affords the information thab in a lish

of minors in the transactions of the Tican Board, whose properby
was in the possession of their natural gnardian, bhere appear the
names T.. ¢ van Ranzouw and H. M. van Ranzouw. As Daniel
Ditloff (Count) van Ranzouw, appeared as nabural guardian, the
correspondence points to the inférence thatb the property was appa~
rently the estate of their mother. This would have veference to
Johanna Blizabeth Cramer, Daniel Ditloff’s second wife, who died
ghortly affer 1804, when the elder of the two bhoys mentioned was
17 vears of age. :

Yet another extract from the letter dabed 2nd Augush, 1841,
throws light on the designation of the mercantile establishment
with which the correspondent in Batavia was connected. It reads
as follows :— '

“ 1 have done all T could to recommend the Agency House
of Messrs. Van Dasten and Co :, but (as} I hear the merchants
of thig place have litble or no. dealings with Batavia save fhe
house of Reid and Co:, bub they have their Agents already.
1 shall not however fail to give due weight to your recommend-
abion whenever I can serve you in thaf vespect. For the

~ present, if the genflemen ‘concerned in the house think propér

o send oubi some arbicles -answering this market whenever
opporbunity offered, my nephew Hughes, who is employed in
mercantile pursuits, will be happy to sell thae articles on their
account and see dus remittance made either in Produce or Bill,
as may best suit them.” ' : IR
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" There was & comeb here for some bime ™, states the CUolombo.

correspondent, “ with a tail of an enormous leugth. Soon after its
disappearanee we have had such an abundant quanfity of rain as
wag seldom witnessed. Much injury has been done to the country
hy the swelling of the Calany River and the overflowing of ity banks
and thereby causing & destruction of property. - -A slight shoek of an
earthquake has also been lately felt about midnight which have
alarmed many a family a3 to rouse them from their bads.”

Rather unfortunately, the copy of the letter from which this
extract has been culled bears no date. Consequently the informa-
tion $antalizingly dangles as a loosa thresd, which we may venture
tio tio fast, merely on presumption. However, leaving a very small
margin for doubt, it may be assumed that the incidents mentioned
oceurred some time prior to the year, to judge from collateral
dates, in which the letter was actually written. :

Judging from the interest aroused on the subgequent appeay-
ance in 1910 of Halley’s Comet, which most of my readers will readily
remember, it might naturally be imagined that this abstract ideal of
beauty -and awe which periodically smerges from the void, given to
maun, it may be, to see once, hardly ever twice, ereated sufficient im-

pression on its earlier visit to be recalled a few vears after it had
wandered off on its unknown ecourse. 4

The impending changes in the Island’s Constitution will no
doubt contribute its quota of interest to the next exfract from a,
letter dated 1st February 1844, which reads :—" There has been of
late a good number of Ordinances on various subjects in onr
Colonial Parliament which assembles vearly for the despateh of
public business, the members whereof consist of officials and non-
officials. The latter ars somposed of gentlemen drawn {rom RBuro-
pean, Burgher and nabives of the Island, My, Giffening, son—of

the late Revd. Giffening, represents at present the Burgher
Community.”

In the same latéer the origin of the appointments of Justices
of the Peace in the Island is referred to as follows :—'* From
the great influx of Buropean merchants as well ag planters, and the
improving state of the commerce of the Island, it has heen found
. hecessary fo appoint Justices of the Peace owing to the greab in.
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convenience which is experienced by parties in settling petty offen-
ces, swearing affidavits ete., which must otherwise invariably pass
the two Distriet Courts only, '

The rise in value of land, guoted as an indication thab the im-
portanee of the Colony was progressing by leaps and bounds, is
shewn -by the statement, also extracted from the letter dated Ist
February 1844, that a plot of ground in the vielnity of Colombo—
“at Marandahn or Grand Pass, which was formerly worth 500 Rds.
ig not to ba procured at the present day for as many pounds.”

The same letter goes on to state that :—" A small house in the
Pettah which had been negociated 10 years ago fo_r Rs. 12 or 15600
Rds. has & month ago fetched 4060 Rds.”'

Some of these letters were sent through the regular post while
others were antrusted to the kind eare of people for disposal. The
opening paragraph of a letter dated 4th Juns 1849, tellg ;—

A vessel, the “ Dewan ", is now hers ready to proceed bo
Malacoa,'wibh some conviets, and as her commander, My, Bartholo-
mew, is kaown 5o me and hag kindly promised io fake charge and
forward this letter, I avall myself of the opportunity...... ”

Again, a lefter of the 8th Mareh, 1850, iz entrusted * to the
kind care of Mr. Benson, who is now ready o proceed to Malacea
with so.me. eonvicts and has besn so good to promise to see ik .sa,feIV
forwarded to vou.”

The gams letter expresses regret for not making the most of an

- parlier opportunity which was presented for forwarding a letter.

“ A year ago ” states the writer, " a gentleman by namo C. N. Van-
derbeek, in command of a Dotch bargue, the *° Almochland ™', on .
her way to Babavia, put in here for water. 1 had the pleasure to
have seen him and spoken to him. e appeared to have had a
perfect knowledge of yeu. I asked him should he meeb you; to re-
memhber me most kindly to you and family.”

From the dates of the letters waking acknowledgment, it
would s_uppeﬁ.r thab the period oceupied by leffiers in tr_a,nsif: by the
regular posdt. between Colombo and Java was anything from forty
days o two months. '

* There is an error in the figures here, as 1500 Rds. could not hav_e been
the equivalent of Rs, 12, Pdasibly * Rs, 12 ” was used as an abbﬂ_aviatl'on for
#1200 Rds.” According to Bertolaoci, there was no particular coin for
the rix-doliar: it was merely an ideal one, divided into twelve fanams, and
each fanam into four stivers,—Hd, _ -

5
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The correspondence affords occa.swnal glinipses of humout.
The writer in Batavia was anzicus to have ** some c¢innamon walk-

ing canes” from Ceylon, while the writer at this end asked for:

some ** curiosities or things vate in this place, such as Catchverede

pickled red Buts or Roode Vish.’™ Whatever this may be, the.

apologies by the one and the other for delay in complying with the

roequest, and the eareful msmuctlons as to how the packagdes should;.
be despatched supply a hghter side to -thig interesting semes of

letbers. .
: R. L.B.
{To be continued.) :
e il ——

RACHAEL ‘DE BEER.

A Tamn oy Durcn HEROISM.

There are many kinds and many degrees of bmvety The
goldier often performs deeds of valour unthinkingly in the heat of
battle, Some bear pain unflinchingly and some suffer the most
appalling adversity without a murmur. But there is no one who is
braver than he who stiays at a post of danger to perform what he be-
lieves his duty, to-face appalling and certain death when salvation

is within reach and when no one in all the World would blame him

for seoking safety.

About eighty vears ago there lived in the Harrismith dlstuet
in South Africa a poor farmer named Herman de Beer. He had
two children, Rachael aged 12, and Boetie, four years old. De Beer's
livestock consisted of about a hundred sheep, a few horses, and
about thirty head of cattle, He lived in a small house of unburnt
brick in a “leegte ”, i.e., a wide shallow valley between two rises
{S. A, “ bulte ) near a small trickls of water. A few vards from his
house wag the ** kraal ~’-—a walled enclosure built of sbone hut with
no roof in which the cattle, sheep and horses weve kept at night for
shelter and for protection against marauding natives and animalg-—
very plentiful in the Free State at that time.

Now the Harrismith district is one of the highaest in 8. Afriea,
and in winter it can become bitterly cold, feaching fitteen degrees of
frost often, with snow storms as an occasional event.

* Evidently some kind of preserved red fish peouliar to Batavia,.—Ed,

J
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In summer the rolling veld is covered with waving grass, but in
winter the grass is sere and dead. The veld is dotted with mumer-
ous ant-hills, many of these being up to three feet high. When an
ant-bear has attacked the hill he leaves an opening on one side of it
into whieh a ¢hild can crawl,

One bitterly cold windy -day in winter, de Beer's herd- boy
brought the livestock in aboub an hour hefore sunset. There was
overy indication of a bitterly cold night—wind, sleet, hail,. and rain
—and it was necessary to get everything snug befove the storm
broke.

As he was counting the cattle, de Beer noticed that a cow had
that day calved in the veld and had come home without her calf.
Already it was getting dark. The wind was rising, and the first {ew
streaks of sleet showed what they were in for that night.

Herman de Beer determined to save the calf, All day the
cattle had been grazing within half a mile of the house, never being
out of sight, so the search did not promise fo be long. Husband
and wife and herd-boy and the daughter Rachael therefore set oub to
cearch for the call. But little Boetie wanted to accompeny his
twelve-year-old sister, so Mrs. de Beer wrapped a sheep-skin used as

. a floor mat round his shouidets None of the others had any

special protection, for they were very poor. The father told his
Little girl not to go far {rom the house and to return before it was
quite dark.

No sooner had they all separated than the storm hroke, and
Qarkness Jell with startling suddenness. The adults rettrned home,
but the children had not arrived. Imagine the consternation ol the
parents ! Frantically they shouted and fired shots to guide Rachael.
Lamps they had none, and a big fire they could ot light, for the
only fuel was b mnis,” {dried dung) which does not flare up. Be-
gsides what fire could have lived in shat raging nightmare of slect,
hail and tain ? The cold was intense, for next day the water in the
spruit (stream) was frozen solid.

Madly, feveris.hly, the poor parents searched throughout that
bitter night, with thelr hearts more numb with misery than their
bodies were with cold, - After midnight the wind died down, and the
moon Whiéh had risen showed a white countiryside which then settled
down to freeze in real sarnesh,
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And the children ?  One can merely conjecture. In the ‘storm
1t was very easy for Rachael to lose her way, for all was flat with no
outstanding landmarks. They must have wandered about searching
for the house, and then Boetie—but a baby after all-—started crying
and wanted to go home as children will. How his wails must have
torn Rachael’s heart, for he was her only playmate in all that lone
district—indeed the only other ¢hild she had ever played with.

‘Boetie scon Became mumb with cold, so Rachsel told him to
erawl into the side of an anthill that had been robbed by an ant-
beat. © Bub it was not large enough for Boetie, so with a sharp stone
she enlarged it. 'When the moon. came through and the storm had
passed, Rachael saw her home, not more than hall a mile away.
But how could she go for help leaving Boetic whimpering, whimper-
ing...? She mightn't find the same anthill again ; Boetie might die
before she eould return; a jackal might Irighten him. So Rachael
reagdned and decided to stay with her brother, :

 Next morning at day-break the father found - the children.
Boetie was all but frozen, hut he soon yecovered. And Rachael ?
Bit by hif, that bitter night, as Boetle’s whimpers became weaker
and weaker, this great little heroine had removed her own pitiful
garments and pub them on Boetie; fiveb her little print dress, then
her two calico peticoats, and finally her “ hempie " (a thin little
calico vest). These were all she wore, except for her home-made
hide shoes but no stockings. '

When her father found her she was blocking up the hole in the

anthill with her meagve liftle dead body, to keep the icy wind from

her little brother—quite naked exceph for her shoes. Life had

been extinet but a short while.

Talk of bravery ? In all the wide world there Las been no
nobler or braver being than little Rachael de Beer. She could easily
have saved herself, Her home was within half 2 mile ; it was
within sight ; who would have blamed her—a twelve vear old
little girl—if she had lets her brother to call for aid? But consgel-
ously, deliberately, she faced a horrible death, divesting hersell of
her scanty clothing bit by bit that her brother might live.
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THE LATE MR. J. P. DE VOS.

We ragreb to record the death, which oceurrad on 22nd January

last, of Mr. J. P. de Vos at the ripe age of 81. The close of a life
80 full of years and achievement deserves something motre than a

mere passing reference in the pages of the JOURNAL. Having

‘received his education at 8t. Thomas’s CQollege, Mr. de Vos antered
- the Colonial Becretary's Office ab an early age, and soonh made a2
" very favourable impression on his superiors. - Promotion came to

him very rapidly, and on the Third Clerkship of the Colombo Kach-
cheri falling vacant, Mr. de Vos applied for and was appointed to
the post.  Here he came under the personal notice of Sir Charles
Pater Layavd, Government Agent, who appreciated his good waork.
On the retirement of Mr. Ginger, the Head Clerk, Mr. de Vos was
appointed 5o succeed him, although he was then only 39 vears old.
Mzx. de Vos fully justified his promotion by the capable manner in
which he discharged the duties of bhis important office. He spedia-
lised in the valuabion of propertv, and his services were ufilised in
eonnection with soms of the largest land aecquisition cages in
Colombo, in all of which he acquitted himself very creditably, e
was an especial favourite of Mr. F. R. Ellis, who, himself a blunt
and plain-spoken man, appreciated the same braibs in his Chief

Clerk. The promotion of Mr. B. de Kretser to be Assistant Auditor-

General in succession to Me. B. A Brohier caused a vacaney in the
Chief Clerkship of the Qolonial Secretary’s Office, snd Mr. de Vos

" was appointed to this post which at thab time was the sfepping stone

to the higher service. Mr. de Vos seb about his new duties with
characteristic vigour and initiated many reforms in the office, but
after a time he longed for the freer atmosphere of the Colombo
Kachecheri and went back at his own request. Hera he continued
to do very useful work, and on attaining the age for retirment he
was given an extension. When ab last he finally vetired, he did not
seek the slippered ease which he had so well earned, but continued

~ to act as appraiser to the Loan Board and the Ceylon Savings Bank,

in addition to writing to the press on public guestions.

Mr, de Vos was connected with the Dutch Burgher Union from
its very ineception and evineed a deep and abiding inberest in its
welfare, Ile was one of itg earlidgst Committee Members and served
in that ecapacity for many years. He enlivened the meetings with
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woll-directed eribicism and took a large share in shaping the Congtl-
tution. The portraits of four past Prosidents hanging in the U-m.on

" Flall were secured by him on his own initiative. AS one period .
when there were large arrears of subseriptions oubstanding, Mr. §e
V.os' voluntarily undertiock 6o interview some of_ the memb_ers in
defaulf, and succeeded in recovering a very appreciable amouns.

fa

His services to the Dutch Reformed Chureh, of which he was
a very loyal merber, were of no less value than his service:s. to the
TUnion. - An appreciative article on thig aspect of his life, writton by
one who was closely agaociated with him, appeared in the paggs. of
TR AERALD for February, and we reproduce it by kind permission
of the Editor, who has also allowed us the use of the bloek for the
photograph which appears on this page.

“Tha work of the late Mr. J. P. de Vosin conneetion with the
Ghut’éh hegan mote than sixby years ago, though forthe .1a,st ‘twan!‘;-y
years ot so for any reasons ha ceased fo have any active share in
it. Lo the minuties of the Sunday School from August, 1871, his
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name appears regularly up to 1874, when it is to be pfesumed that

he no longer eontinued in the eapacity of a Bunday ‘Scho'ol teacher.
That he was. deeply interested in Sunday School work is shewn in’
the records; and the fact that he was appointed collestor for the

Sunday School thab existed at Slave Island in 1874 seems bo indi-

cabo- that he worked in that localiby. A lish of the names of those
associated with him in Sunday School work, as recorded in the
minutes of August, 1874, racalls sad memories. Can there be found

to-day in any patt of the Island six such men engaged in Sunday

School work as Messrs. Jas. Jansz, Philip Bartholomensz, Horace
de Kretser, Gorald van Houten, Cecil Schokman and J. P. de Vos,
all of whom have long since gone bo their roward ? Strangely, the’
paths of the first and last named of these six intertwined. M.

James Jansz succeeded Mr. J. P. de’ Vog ag third clerk of the

Colombo Kacheheri at abots the same time as Mr. de Vos suceesded

Mr. Jansz in the Treasurership of Wolverdaal Consistory. The

present writer bscame agscciated with tha'late Mr. J. P.de VYos in

1889, when he joined the Wolvendaal Consistory. He then learnt

to appreciate the good qnalities of Mr. J. P. de Vos, whom he styled

the “unofficial leader of the opposition.” Mr. de Vos's feariess

independence of speech and action was refreshing; and the writer

always sought hig aid and advice in mabters that came up for con-

sideration at the Consistorial meetings, The writer rejoices to-day

that at least one of the ohjects with which he joined the Consistory

forty vears ago has been accomplished ; and, in spite of the taunt of

Congregationalism, the right to elect members of Consisbory is now

placed more or less in the hands of the Congregation, :

“That Mr. de Vos was a man of larde experience, whose advice -
could always be relied on, was shewn by the Consistory of that day
in his frequent appointment to value properties on which loans were
desired from the Church. In $his capacity, too, the writer was

- several times associated with him, and saw for himself the business
_meumen which placed the late Mr. de Vos in the front rank of

asgessors and won for him an enduring fame as a thorough man of

- business.

“Mr. de Vos was one of the early settlers in Bamba.l_a,pitiya,. .
and had a large shave in'the building of the Church, which stands
to-day as a memento of what earnest desire and steadfast purpose
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ean accomplish. He was the second largest subseriber to the
Building Fund. In the early days, with one minisber to carry on
the work at Wolvendaal and Bambalapitiya, especially when the
permananb minisber was on leave, only one service at Bambalapitiva
was possible, and thab oo at 7 p.m., affer the service at Wolven-
daal. Mr. de Vos wag one of those who felt the ubber inadequacy
of such arrangemenfs; and then it was that the services of the
Hvangelists, duly licensed by the Ceylen Presbytery (of whom the
writer i3 the only survivor) came to be requisitioned, and a moirning

service arranged to be taken entirely by these HKvangelists. It is .

the fashion to:day to deery lay-preachers and lay-preaching; but it
is well to bear in mind fthat these men served a useful purpose af
one tima in the history of the Chureh, and that without their ser-
vices fhe work of the Church could not have heen carried on. No

one was more a.pprema,twe of their labours than the late My, J. P.
de Vos.”

. The deceased géntleman was twice married. His first wife
was Agnes Leonora Schokman, sister of the late Dr. G. P. Schokman,
by whom he had four sons and three daughters. She died in 1893,
He contracied a second marriage with Joscline Margaret Foenander,
daughter of the late My. B. J. T. Foené.nder._. Thers were three
sons and one daughter by this marriage. * Mr. de Vos lived to enjoy
the happiness of secing his sons settled in life and two of his

daughters married. He celebrated the . 25th anniversary of his
second marriage in 1920,

PG eI A
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A FASCINATING STUDY.

- " The proper study of mankind is man.”—POPR.

The quotation given above was indireetly lGSpOﬂSlble {for the
germs of an interesting Lobby to the writev—a hobby one can in-
dulge in at all times and in all places, and which affords enea good
deal of harmless amusement. .

Studying character is a thrilling hobby bub it goes farther than
this. 1t teaches one to know all kinds of human natuve, to look for.
the motive before one blames the act, and o learn how the minds
of other people work. It is the most humanizing amusement in the
world, and any body who takes it up without malice helps himself or
herself to understand people he or she meets.

Study the people you come in contach with, guess about them,
notice their ways, fry to reconstruct their ideas, their lives and
their cccupations. This is not as difficult as it sounds. PFor instance
it is not a hard mabber to notiee the pricked finger that betrays the
axpert needlewoman, and vou can get almost uneannily aceurate in
determining whether a woman is married or single without looking
it her left hand, The difference is indefinable bub in ninety-nine
cases out of a hundred it is theve.

Don’t always sit buried in a newspaper or book when travelling
by train. It is mueh more fun to watch people’s faces and notice
their gestures, to guess about them from the scraps of convergation
you unwillingly overhear, and to try to glimpse their lives from the
places they get in and gebt out, ab the bocks they vead en route, the
people who meet them at the end of the journey. In short, be a
benevolent sort of amateur defeciive—a Sherlock Holmes in embryo,
and you will always be amused wherever you are.

If the waiter ab your favourite tea room is determined o leave
you to the last, don’t get annoyed and irritated, but look round and
study the varvious btypes eabing and drinking, Most people give
themselves away deplorably at such times, You can alwdys detect
the girl who thinks she is “ so refined ” and is a bit of a poseuse
altogether, by the ultra-elegant manner in which she curves hey

§
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 listle finger as she. raises her fea-cup to her lips, and you can get a
- very good idea of people’s dispositions by their manners to the
waiters,

There is nothing more entertaining than restaurant obser-
vations. One is supposed to be able to tell a man’s chavacter from
the company he keeps, but it is safer fo guess it from the food he
chooses for himself, For instance, the very fluffy-looking girl, you
find, has an appetite that is anything but fluffy, and she sustaing
hersel! with a meat dish, two vegetables and & jam voll, while the
lady who i3 spending ages in deciding what to have, and ends with
a cup of tea after the sweet course, is evidently a suburban shopper
in town for the day. The artistic looking girl in a futurist gort of
frock, hung with bead chaing, can be relied upon 4o order a freak
lunch,  Curried prawns and rice with mango chutney, foliowed by
stewed prunes and an ice, is one selection consumed by a damsel of
this type. *

Cultivate the observation habit at danees and cinemas, and yon
will discover all sorts of intevesting things. After u short time you
will acquire a sort of sixth sense that will enable yvou to tell some-
thing ahout strangefs ab a glanece.

You can practise observation going to work in the morniag ;

at work all day ; when out shopping ; at ftea-time in restaurants; at
the pictures,rthe theafres or a dance. It only needs a taste for
observation and a keen interest in your fellow-beings.

- But this is not a pastime for those malicionsly inelined ; the
results-would be positively dangerous.

L M. W,

— e ——
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THE QUARTER,

NOTES ON CURRENT TOPICS.

At Home. _
-8ir Hevbert Stanley’'s depavture from C(eylon on the 11th

" February wag unexpected, as his term of office in the island had not

extended to even four years. His new post will be that of High
Commissioner for the United Kingdom in the Union of South Afriea.
Ta July last year, when Sir Herbert was in Hagland, there were
rumours that he would not return to Ceylon,—rumours which were
definitely econtradicted. - The news of his South African appoink-
ment came in December. His last official act was to appoint the
Historieal Commisgion, of which there was so mueh said months
before. ' : :

~ Our new Governor is to be Sir Graeme Thomsou, who was
Colonial Secretary here for three years, 1919—92, during the rule of
Sir Willinma Manning. Sir Graeme Thomson’s administration is
likely to be an eventful one, with the remarkable experiment of an

‘entirely new State Council, election surmaoils, retrenchment measures

in full operation, unemployment, and the neighhourhood of a New
India alive with the excitement of kindling hopes and unknown.
parils, , ‘
The elections for the Stafe Council will probably begin scon
after the arrival of the new. Governor, and the publication of the
Order-in-Couneil regarding the elections, and, indeed, establishing
the new Constitution, is eagerly awaited. The present Unofficial

" members of the Logislative Council appear to have asked that the

Qrder should be discussed in the Lsgislative Council for thres days
before it was promulgated, but the request has been vefused. The
weary disenssions hefore the Donoughmore Scheme was accopbed
are sbill remembered, and a repetition of them will serve no useful
purpose. Dr. Druommond Shiels is said to ba as confident as ever

" that the constibutional experiment wiil be a success, with adull

suffrage, no ¢ommunal electorates, and the Commitfes System,.
“Thare may be lessons to be lesrnt from its working, even by the
Great Mother of ParHaments hersell,” That is interesting, and
Ceyvlon's new role of instruetress should make her proud.
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A curious dovelopment has taken place in regard to the eiectiqns
for the State Council. A lady has eome forward for one of the
seats, and has securad a large measuro of support. But she happens
to be the wife of a Government servant, and a General Order has
been decided mpon prohibiting the wives of Public Officers from
becoming candidates or in any obher way taking an active parb in a
State Council eleétion. If she does, “‘the Public Oificer himselt
shall ba deemed to have committed a breach of thig order.” :

A Census of Ceylon was taken on the night of Thursday the
965h February. A full Census was taken of Colombo alone—the
Municipal ares, excluding the military and shipping—while the rest
of the Island is fo have a partial Census. This dtsappomhmg
distinetion is one of the measures of retrenchment which were
found necessary. The City of Colombo shews a fotal of 283,293
persons, of whom 176,307 are males and 106,986 females. In nonae

of the seventeen Census divisions into which the City wag divided -

(foreshadowing, doubtless, the future wards of a reformed Munici-
pality), was there a preponderance of females over males, or
anybhing approaching equaliby ; and there are 69,321 more males
than females. The increase in populabion from 1921 is 39,130,

Half the population of Colombo must be * aver-age,” since the
oity has 98,870 registered male electors for the State Couneil, and
34,584 female electors, making a total of 113,454, The total number
of registered voters in the fifty electorates is 1, 576,076, roughly about

a third of the whole population. Tt may not be unfair to infer from -

this that, not ouly has the soul of the psople been awakened, bub
algo the candidates for seats have beean remarkably busy.

~ The Census of All India taken on the same day as ours, 26_Feb-
ruary 1931, shews that the population is slightly under_35l,500,0('0, )

an increase of 32,000,000 in ten years.

The scholarshiv offered by the Associated Board of the Royal
Academy of Music and the Royal College of Music was won last
year by a Kandyan girl. A morning paper states that in 1926 an
effort was made to induee the Lagislative Council to sanchion the
daward of a Government Scholarship, but it was defeated on the
ground that “no Sinhalese girl was ever likely to seoure the Musie
Scholarship.” '
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'Abroad.

Unquestionably, the most important of the happenings outside
Ceylon is the constituticnal revelution which has begun in India.
It is too early to speak of it with any definifeness, for nothing has
heen fnally decided, and it is never wise to halloo till you are well
out of the wood. After the Round Table Confersnee in London
came fhe Irwin-Gandhi conversations, to be followed by a Round
Table Conference in India. But whatever may happen, one thing
seems to be cerbain—=that the political relations between England
and India cannot again be what they have been for the last two
hundrved years. The Hindu-Moslem disunion has besn made up,
and the Princes of India have joined their British-Indian eountry-
men in the plea for a new and politically free India. Perhaps it was
the adhesion of the Princes to the national eause which finally
overcame fthe reluctance of the British people to consent o so
revolutionary a change. It is impossible to over-estimate the im-
porbance of the change when India wins her new constitution.
Briefly put, it means that the Indian will be in India very largely
what & Japanese or a Chinese ls in his own country; or perhaps
more accurately, what an Afrikander is in South Africa, or a Cana-
dian in Canada, or an Ausiralian in Australia, The change will
prove unpalatable to many, but it is inevitable. Lord Irwin's
remarkable fact and wisdom and patience have secured for him a
very high place among the foromost statesmen of the age, and
Mahatma Gandhi has proved again that dreamers and visionaries
have no small place in a world overborne by material aims a.nd'
interests.

The English political sibuation invites attention. The three
great parties are each euriously divided .into contending groups.
The Conservatives are divided hetween Mr. Baldwin and what Mr.

- Baldwin ealls “an insolent and irresponsible plutocracy,” with

Mr. Winston Churehill intervening. The Libersls have to choose
hetween Mr. Lloyd George and Sir John Simon., The Labour Party
has a Right, a Left, wing led by Sir Oswald Moseloey, Protection
or Free Trade, India, and Unemployment are the maln issues in
dispute. It will not be surprising, if these divisions abandon their
old and apparently inappropriate grounds of difference, and two
entively new parties emerge, divided on more modern issues,
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BY THE WAY.

NOTES BY NIEMAND.

A book was published in December last year to teach young
wriers the art of “ writing for Profit ”'; thab is, how to write and
sell short sforied, long sbories, and articles for newspapers, so thatb
the writer might make some money out of hig literary efforty. The
single review of the boock that hag come my way is nob altogether
favourable. The reviewer does not think thab literary success iz to

be measured in terms of eash, and nof very many of us will agree
with him.
L L3 »

Byron, we a!l know, disdained, or affected to disdain, money
payment for his writings. On the other hand, Tennyson could
drive a hard bargain with his publishers, and Longmans’ chaque for
£20,000 to Macaulay is sbill remembered,  Why should not authors
and smaller writers use their gifts to make meney by their writings,
as other people, film-actresses, for example, profit by their advan-
tage ? The hook under veview teaches thal the task of literary
authorship iz easy, at all events not very difficult.

L] n &

One of the conbributors to the book gives this shrewd advice (—

“The most practical methol I know of how to make free-lance

journalism pay is to delibsrately write what is known in Tleeb
Qtreet as tosh.' By 'tosh’ I mean the kind of innscuous twaddla
which a very large number of perfectly respectable newspapers and
periodicals require for the immense lower-middle elass public u pon'
which they depend for their existence.”
5 * E
The truth of this is only too evidant—in Ceylon as well as in
England. Publishers of newspapers, periodicals, and fiction are
foread o supply what their readers demand, if publishing is fo be a
finaneial suecess; and the demand is a clear indication of the liter-
ary tastes and general mant&llty ol'the demandlng publie. **Tosh”
1s the w01d
® * (R .
* The writer of the book on “ Writing for Profit ™ frankly calls
journalism a ““ trade”, and ' makes the selling of newspaper articles
as mabber of fack ag that of selling boots or butten-hooks.” He is

the Island ?
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quite right, if the newspaper articles are no more than the usual
“tosh ' if they are merely commonplaces decked out in vulgarly
sensational language, Bub the answer to this contention iz well
put by Siv Philip Gibbs in his Foreword to the book.

*“ Anyone who enters the literary side of journalism merely as
a frade is, in my opinion, hound to hideous disappointment. The
greab prizes, even the moderate prizes, of this career do not go to
the. man with the trading mind, but to those who put their work
first and their pay second...... who have a touch of art, a feeling for
the mot juste, some qualiby of character or humour... .. Without
some such qualities bayond mere hack work bhere are no prizes,
and men or women lacking them and remaining on the lowest rungs
of the journalistic ladder could get greatier rewards in the ordinary
business werld.”
. H k] fi? .
From writers we turn to readers. The correspondent of a
local evening paper tells us that the intellectual reading public of
Franee is no more than 40,000 in a populabion of 40 million.
“Even in England an optimistic publisher places the number of those

- whio enjoy literature, as distinet from what is vulgurly known as

‘ tripe,” at not more than 2 millions—2 million out of 42 million! "
From which it follows that the average ig very much higher in
Bungland than in Hranece. The HEnglish esfimate is based on the
sales of hooks—not quite a good basis, for books are bousht as gifts
or prizes as well as for reading.
) » * ) ®

.The French estimate of one in every thousand looks pessimis-
tie, but it will serve as a guide for Ueylon, when ona consideration
must be taken with another. That will give us 5,000 “intellec-
tuals ”’ in Ceylon—a most unlikely number. Who, for instance,
will ba g0 rash as to mainbain that 5,000 copies of any Caylon book
{other than a school-book or a railway time-table) is ever sold in

* * ®

\The definition given by the correspondent will help: “ By an
intellectual reader is meant one who reads and appreciafes reading
matbter that has not been written merely for the purpose of enter-
taining or diverting.” _

# . *
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The mail brought me a letter which describes a state of bhings
common enough, but so little considered by those who should con-
sider it most seriously, that oxfracts will be useful. © My correspon-
dent voyaged to Burope in'a ship containing a crowd of some

- seventeen different nationalists., ' To hear all these folks balking in
their various langnages, all congregated together, gives one an idea
of what the Tower of Babel must have been like.”

» * *

“ This is the point that affects me most, In all this crowd of

people it is heart-rending to find myself a—cos'mopolitan, may T

say ? Our different peoples have their different languages, and use
them as nmaturally as we use Hnglish, To them it iz their mother
tongue, and by that langnage are they known by nationality......
Time and again how [ long to be able to talk flusntly in Duteh or
Gorman, which might be some elaim to my ealling myself a national
of ¢ither race...... I feel so desply on this subject, not for myself
alone, but for all the members of our Community. My eyes have
been opened to this state of affaive within recent vears, and this has
been due to the humiliabing circumstances T have been subjected to,

in my journeyings oub of Coylon, so that my one wish is to change.

the present most deplorable state of affairs, rouse the people out of
“their lethargy, and goad them inbo overcoming a digabilisy whiech
undoubbedly exists.”
N * . * . £

" True woerds, well worth pondering ever. One views rather
cynically the prospect before the Community, and notes that what
vears of counsel and effort by far-gesing leaders have failed to
accomplish will be made possible by the rapidly changing conditions
of our times. '
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NOTES AND QUERIES.

Excellency the Governor with
the advice of the BExecutive Couneil has appointed a Commission :—

(1) To enquii'e into the existence of unpublished manuseripts in

-the possession of private persons and in institutions caleulated to

throw light on the eivil, ecclesiastical, literary or scientific history of

“the Island and to give advice as to the housing and keeping of valu-

able papers and the repair of any that may be in a state of decay.

(2) To make recommendakions as to the housing and preserving

.of public records and how to make them easily accessible and read-

ily available in order 6o facilitate and encourage research.

(8) To make recommendations regarding the tra.nsla,tlon and
publication of unpublished documents.

The members of the Commission are —Professor 8. A.
Pakeman (Chairman), the Hon. Mr. D. B. Jayatilaka, The Hon.
Mr. B. W, Povera, Dr, P. 0, Plerle, Messrs. H. W, Codrington, C.
H. Qolling, The Rev. Father 8, G, Perera, 8. J., Dr. A, Nell, Messrs.
E Reimers and O. Rasanayagam, Mudaliyar,

In this conmection it is interesting to nobe thab = sumlau
attempt was made by Government in 1838 to geli together old
manuseripts in the handg of private persons, as the following lebter

* kindly placed at our disposal by Mr. R. L. Brohier will showi—

Colombo,
3rd. July 1838,

Sir, |
In acknowledging the receipt of your Circular letter of the

10th. ‘April last, I beg most respechfully to state that with every
desire to meet - the view therein expressed, I have made a carelul

gaarch for the papers connacted with the late Dutich Administration

among thosge of old dates now in my possession, and the few that
are fortheoming, though apparently of little importance, I am pre-
pared to deliver to your order, should they bie required, of which a

- listig annexed.”

¢ Not reproduced,

7
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I take leave to add-that a good many obther papers of inform-
ation which had heen among my late father's owing to various ae-
cidents have been lost or destroyed, though the most valuable of
them, namely, certain original plans of the fortification of Caleuttas
and of most of the forbs on the Coasb, togesher with those of the
profits (sic) of Bengal, which had belonged to his uncle, who was Chiel
Engineer in India, in consequence of an overfure from French
Agents for the possession of them, were under a refusal of high paeu-

niary consideration presented by him to Lord Cornwallis, then -

Governor-General of British India.

I beg to subscribe &c.,

P, Brohier,
The Hon.

P. Anstruther Tlsq.,
Colenial Secrefary.

A Historic Tamarind Tree.—Residents of the soubhern
suburbs of Jolombo may remember. seeing, until quite reeently, a
very old Tamarind Tree growing by tha roadside ab Bambalapitiva
. which, judging from its gnarled trunk, must have been at least two
or three hundred years old. This tree, which was cut down about
six months ago in connestion with the widening of the Galls Road,
has now been identified as the one referred to by the late Mr. J, P.
Tiéwis in his book * Ceylon in Harly British Times” as the rendez-
vous of the Furopean Civil and Military officers and merchants in
the early years of the Nineteenth Century. The third mile-stone
mentioned in the extract given below stands close to the building
occupied by the 1. C. Drug Stores, and the Tamarind Tree in
question stood a litkle higher up in the garden atéached to the build-
ing now used by the Imperial Dye Works. This is what Mr, Lowis
8RYE — . _

" Leave we now these sounds of revelry by night—thae after-
dinner diversions, the 'private theatre’ opened: to the Colomba
publie with the inevitable midnight suppers to follow, which so much
disturbed voyage home, and let us return for the nonee to the tropi-
cal broad daylight and the sultry open air, The Mrs, Smith of
Baltiboys, on her post hensymoon morning rides and walks wero,
and are always likely to be, an established institution ; and in the
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. thirties the general rendezvous wag a tamarind tree near the third

mile-stone—we will not, after the Ceylon faghion, say *mile-post "—
on the Galle Road, i.e.,, at Bambalapitiya. An interesting descrip-
bion of Colombo taking the air in the morning was published some
years ago in a ecntemporary, talen from soms bhook of which we do

‘not know the tifle. ® * * ¥ ‘Tt is ab this hour that; upon

review days, the troops are seen marching o their ground upon the
race-course, and that the early risers of Colomba ave sefting ouf
upén their morning drills, rides or walks, very many of whom look
forward with unalloyed pleasure, excepé when the rainy season pre-
vents ib, to the general rendezvous of the Buropean Civil and
Milita.ry officers and merchants—the well-known Tamarind Tree
(noar the third mile-stone on the (Gtalla Road) to guaff the whole-
some and renovabing nechar, fresh from the toddy palm, before
fermentation, which is very rapid, commences.””

~ QOur Storyette.—In gending us the very inberesting Storyetto
which appears elsewhere, Dr. A. I Trnst of South Africa, who is
evineing a great interest in the Union and ite activities, writes as
follows :—

*The story has been written by my friend, Mr. Deakanah,
Prineipal of the Dutch School, Politsi, for publication in the Journal
of the Dutich Burgher Union. "I is an absolutely true story, and
Mr. Deakanah tells me that nothing he had ever heard of or read
gripped him so profoundly as this story of Rachael de Beer. % +*
* * Mr. Deakanah was very much interested in all I had to say

«of the Duteh Burghers of Geylon and their Union. Ha thought the

Journal was very well gob up.’

- Neerlandia.—This inferesting publication appears in an on-
larged form from the beginning of the Now Yoar, while the familiar

* orange colour bas also given place to a light yellow, It contains,
among other articles, an account of the celebmtlor_l ol 5t. Nlcolaa.s

Fete al Colombo, written by Dr. Prins in Dufch,
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NOTES OF EVENTS.

SUMMARY OF PROGEEDINGS.O-F THE COMMITTEE.

szmsd_a?i, 18th November, 1930:—(1) A Sub-Committee was
appointed to go into the question of framing rules for the working

of the Club., (2) The names of four members were taken off the

books and the amounts due by them written off ag bad debts.” The
nama of another member was transferred to the non-active list.
(8} Resolved that the Y. D, B, {. be informed that they must sus-
pend their activities within the Union premises until the General
Committee decide whether the existing organisation be allowed to
continue or not, and that the matter be brought up for discussion
ab the next meeting at which the Committee are prepared o meef
two represenbatives of the Y. D. B. €. and hear their views.
. {4). The report of the Sub-Committee appointed to frame rules for
the Y. D. B. C. was tabled and it was decided to defer the mabter
for the present. (3) A vote of thanks was passed to Mr. and Mrs,
Gerald Mack and Dr. Michael de Jong, the bwo former for their assis-
tance in connection with the Variety Enfertainment aund Bridge
Tournament, and the latfer for providing at his own expsnse the
musie for the Dance which {ollowed the variety Hafertaintent,
(6) The resignation from the Union 01 Messrs, L. B. Kelaart and
B. Bangoni was aceepted.

Tuesdc&y, 16¢h December, 1930:—(1) Considered and passed rulos
drawn up for the guidance of the Y. D. B. €. Resclved that a copy
be sent o the Honorary Secretary, Y. D. B. (. and that he he agk-
od whether the members were willing to aecept and abide by the
rules. (2) Resolved that a Race Sweep be run in conngction with
the funds of the Enterfainment Committee, {(3) Resolved that
Mr. H. T.. Austin's resignation be accepted with regret. {4) Resol-
ved that My, V. Marugesu, the Clerk of the Union, be paid a bonus
of Ra. 25/-, (5) Resolved that Mr, Murugesu be asked to make
arrangements with a Guarantee Assoelation regarding his seeurity,
failing which that he furnish eash security. (8} Resolved that the
Building Company be asked $o have the building whitewashed and

painted and the necessary repalrs effected, and to relund the sum of

_'Rs. 15 espended by the Umon for a flight of steps leading into
the back gavden,
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Tuesday, 20th January, 1981.—(1) Read letter from the Honor-
ary Secretary, Y. D. B. € intimating that the rules framed by the
Union had boen rejected by them in toto. Resolved that in the cir-
cumstances they must cease their aetivities within the Union
premiges in future, (2) The lollowing new members wers admitied :—
Messrs. M. B. Vanderstraaten, F. C. Loos, and C. 3. Qorloff. (3)
The Draft Annual Report for 1930 was read and passed subject to
the audited accounts being brought up for congideration at a.subse-

- quent meeting. {4) The report of the Sub-Committee appointed to

go into the question of the rules was considered and passed with
certain amendments, and it was resolved that the amendments be
proposed by Mr. Wace de Niese and seconded by Mr. H, U. Leem.-
briggen at the Anoual General Meeting., (5) Resolved to accept
My. Lionel Wendt's resignation of membarship. (6Y Resolved that
an objection be lodged against the Municipal assosament of the

" Union building, and that Mr. Wase de Niece do interview the

Municipal Assessor on the subject. (7} Tabled accounts in connee-
tion with 8t. Nicolaas Fete and the New Year Dance. Rasolved
that the balances be placed to the credit of the Entertainment
Fund. f8) Resolved that a hearty vofe of thanks be conveyed to
Mrs. F. Foenander and her band of helpers for the splendld WOorkK
done by them in connection with St. Nicolaas Héta.

Tuesday, 17th February, 1931 —{1} Passed draff . Annual

"Report and Acoounts. (2} Tabled 38t. Valentine's Day Danee

Account. Resolved that the credit balance, Rg., 20, be credited fo
tha Entertainment Fund. (3) Resolved that Rs. 10 be recovered
from a member for damages to the Biiliard table cloth, (4) Accep-
ted Mrs. Blanche Joseph's resignation of membership with regret.

New Year Dance.—The annual foregathering of the metnbers
of the Dutch Burgher Union and their friends took place on Decbm—

ber 31st and was mosh successiul.

The Club prémlses " had been bnlhantiy illuminated, cmﬂ_'
pretfily decorated. There was a large gatheung, and a programme
of eighteen dances, with a good many extra.s thmwn m, was gone' ‘
through. : !

“AL mldnlﬂht followmg the time-honoured cusl:om, a,ll pmsent
umted in singing “* Auld Lang Syne.” !
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The New Year was welcomed in witﬁ the utmost conviviality.
The séene ab this stage with fhe many. charmlng fancy costumes
worn made & brilliant picture.

: The mterva.l on the plogramme was filled in by an entbusiastic’

“ Treasure Hunb,”’ the “treasure” being ultimately discovered by
Migs Rachael Kalenberg and her parbner. -

Dzmcing was agaln resumed with zest and carried on till 3-30
a.an, when “God Bave the King” brought one of the happ:@sh
funetions of the D.B.U. to a close.

;'Ml'. A. Oudeyn.—The following particulars of Mr. A Oﬁdéyn,' .

whieh appeared in a local paper, will be of interest to our readers :—

A Young Dutchman, A, Qudeyn, ]uqt turned 22, Who started
oub on a lone trail round the world on foot and bmyo!e, has jusk
arrived in Colombo.

He started out from Rotberdam, h_'is‘na.‘tiv‘e fiown, in 1928, and
now knows many countries in the world befter than his own,

His first great {eat was walking all the way down ftom
Rotterdam to Gibraltar. e spent three months in Ypain aund
knows every Spanish town and village by heart.

Curiously enough, he hag bad very few advenbures. He was
robbed ouly three times. e says he met with the most wonderful
hospitality wherever he went. ZXrenchmien, Spaniards, Belgiaus,
Ttalians, BRumanians, Arabs, Persians, Indians, and Englishmen, all
gave him a ready weleome, so that he has not had much $o eomplain
of in the way of starvation and thirst. He has bLeen paying his
way mosb of the time, selling photographs which he took on the trip,
delivering lectures, ebe. When he started out he did not know =

word of English or Frenck. Today llejs a fluent speaker in both.

The only real adventure he had was in Persia, over a year ago.

He says he was bravelling in the middle of Persia through snow-

-bound roads. Persia, he told a “Sunday Observer” representative,
is 4 land of extremes in climate.

During winter it snows af night and the temperature is novm-
ally 25 degrees helow zervo. - In the day if is as hot ag Colombo.
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On the day of his advenbure himself and seven other fravellers
hired 2 Ferd car and drove in the day time through roads deep in
mud. Snow had fallen overnight, and when the sun shone the fol:
lowing day the snow had melted, leaving the roads like quagmires..
But the Ford car being light they managed tio scramble along.

When evening came on, however, snow fall again and by mid--

'nighh 12 feet of snow had fallen. - For ten days the sky remained
- overeast and the snow did not melt, During these ten days they

__all had to go without a morsel of food, since they were far from any-
human habitation,

Ab ‘last the sun shone again, the snow melted, and they were
able to go ahead. Two heavily built cars, also with fravellers, got
stuck in the mud and had to be abandoned, as their weight mlhtat-
ed against their being alle to make any progress. :

Befors coming fo Ceylon Mr. Qudeyn travelled extensively
through India on his push-bicyele. He possesses an subographed
photograph presented to him by Lord Irwin, the Viceroy of India.
He also possesses a huge. album of autographed photographs of
Mussolini, King Feisal-of Iraq, several Grovernors of Indian provin-
cag, and others., -

He intends spending a year in Ceylon, At present he main-
tains himsell here by toiching Dubtch to members o£ fhe- Bmgher
community.” -

News about our members.-—Dr. L. A. Prins has been ap-
pointed to aet as Deputy Direetor of Medieal and Sanitary. Services
and will, we have no doubs, be confirmed in the appointment in due
course. Dr. H. U. Leembruggen has been appointed to act-for Bry.
Pring as Assistant Director of Medical Services.. We offer our

" hearby congratulations to these two gentlemen,
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EDITORIAL NOTES.

Notices of Births, Marriages and -Deaths.—Members of the Unicn ars
entitled, fres of charge, to the insertion of notices of domestic occurrences.
"These notices mugt be restricted to o bare statement of the name or names,
place, and date of ocourrence, and must be sent to the Honorary Secretary
of the Puteh Burgher Union.

.Standing Committee for Ethical and Literary Purposes.—The attention
of members ia invited to the need for co-operation in carrying out the
object laid down in sub-section (¥) of Rule 2 of the Constitution, Any
suggestions on this subject are to be addressed to the Honorary Secretary
of the Commitiee for Literary Purposes, Mr.L.E. Blazé, Arthur’s Place
Bambalapltlya.

The Journal will be issued at the end of every quarter, post free, to each
member of the Union who pays a subscription of Rs, 5/- per annum towards
its cost of publication. Literary and other contributions areinvited and
should be sent to Mr, J. R, Toussaint, “Mureésk”, Ciifford Place, Bambala-
pitiya, to whom also all remittances ‘on account of the Journal shouid be
made.

Changes of Address.—All changes of address (especially within the
last thiree years) should be notified without delay to the Honorary
Secretary of the Union, Dutch Burgher Union Hall, Reid's Avenue,
Colombo, or to the Honorary Treasurer of the Union., This will
ensure the safe receipt by members ef all notices, invitations,
reports, ete.

. Remittances,—Remittances, whether of subscriptions due to the Union
or contributions for spacial objeets, must he made to the Honorary Treasurer
of the Union, Mr. Rosslyn Koch, Skelton Road, and not to f.he Hony,
Secretary. .

Remittances on the account of the Social Service Fund must be made
t6. Mr, Waoe . de- Niese, Bambaiapxr;ya, the Hony, Treasurer of the
Standlng Committee for purposes of Social Service, ’

" Dutch Burgher Union of Ceylon Buildings Co., Ltd.—All communica-
tions shonld be addressed to G, H,Gratiaen, Esq., Secretary of the Company
D. B. U, Hall, Reid’s Avenue, Colombo,
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