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THE DUTCH BURGHER UNION OF CEYLON.

IN presenting the memnbers of the Union with this the
first number of our Journal we feel that we cannot do
better by way of introduction than place before them a

brief history of the present novement, and a summary of the

proceedings taken from fime to time with a view to give an
organized form to a desive which had long been agitating the

minds of the Dutch descendants in Ceylon. This was for a

recognition of themselves as a digtinet class, with an origin,

history, and charagter of their own. 1t was felt that the term.

Burgher, under which they are included,

belonged to them exclusively, was no longer thug restricted In

application. As a rogtlt of this wider nge of the term much
misapprehension arose, by which the Dutch Burghers found
themsalves often af a disadvantage. Without in the slightest
degree reflecting upon the character or respectability of those
other classes or individuals who, in the course of the last
hundred years, have, rightly or wrongly, come to be inctuded
under the general denomination of Burghers, it was felt that
the time had come for the Dutch descendants to associnte to-
gether for the purpose ; first, of distinguishing themselves from
those who, although classed with them under one general
term, were of different origin from, and had little or nothing
in common with, them ; and gecondly, of taking measures o

El

and which at firgt -
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promote theanoral and gocial well-being of their class. 8o far
back as fen years ago an attempt ‘was-made o organize an
agsociation of this kind. A§ in the case of the Union now
formed, that'Association, which took the titte of ¢ fes Hollandsch
Gezelschap van' Cevion’, was of a purely social and Hierary
chiracter, from which all discussions of a political tendency
were excluded. Owingtocauses whichitishardly necessaryto

enter into here, that Association, which proposed,work on .

somewhat different lines from the present, was in ashort time
obliged to be dissolved. Now, after the lapse of a whole de-
cade, the fervent desire of onr people, which had never for a
moment abated, has happily taken form in the Duieh Burgher
Union of today, and there is every hope and gign that this
Union- will be a permanent one, and will prove of much
benefit, not only to the Dutch Burghers themselves, but also
to all other communities with whom they are associated in
bonds of friendship and fraternity.

The present movement was initiated by an informal
meeting held at the Lindsay Lecinre Hall, Bambalapitiya, on
12th November lust, st which a large nuwmber of hoth
ladies and gentlemen wag present. The proceedings com-
menced by Mr. H, van Cuylenburg being ealled to the chair.
Ha gaid:

He regretted that, not having given the snbject that consider-
“ation and study it should have had from him, he was not ic a
position to say much about it, or to put the case of the proposed
Union before the meeting with all the force it demanded. He
thought, however, the time had come for the Duteh Burghers as a
commuunity to have a2 Union of their-own. He wounld leave to his
friend Mr. Anthonisz, who was more qualified than himself to speak
oa the subject, to explain exactly the objects for which they had met
that evening. Iu the present stage of the movemeunt, while as yet
the lines on which they were to proceed, and other matters, were
under deliberation, it was desirable, he thouglht, that the proceedings
shonld not be reported in the newspapers. The time for that would
be when the Union was properly organized and placed upon a firm
basis. He would therefore appesl to those present to be loyal and
true to themselves and to the cause, whose interests would be best
served by their proceedings not being made subjeet to newspaper
cotitment, On the subject of the Uniorz he had himself certain
strong opinions, but he was not goiug to discuss them there. e
would oniy say the time had come for them as a community to
coalesce, and form a-boud of sympathy among them all, At present
the members of their cormmunity were scaitered about. Those who
met as school boys grew up to manhood, and they seldom came
across each other. There, in that hall, for instance, he saw one or
two very old friends of his. He probably sometimnes passed them in
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aw them ouce i two or three months, and that was ail,
g‘l]fa{.oiidﬁgg ass it at ought to be. If there was an associationl of the
kind proposed, the members of it would frequently meet, and therg
Would be o bond amongst all the Dutch Burghers in Colombo an !
the outstations, and they would be able to do a great deal o_f“ rea
good to each other. He would call upon Mr. R, G. Anthonisz to
address the meeting.

Mr. Anthonisz gaid :

The position into which he had been thrust, of having to
explain the object of their meeting there that evening, was one he
would have giadly avoided. But, as it wasnecessary that this explan-
ation should be ‘given, and he was supposed to have qualified
himself to do so by a long acquaintance with the sgbject, he could -
not shirk his duty on that occasion. It was necessary undey the
present circumstances—circumstances which he thought need not
be entered into there—to explain, first of all, what the Union was
not going to de. It was not going, for instance, to bring about any
disunjon, although he had heard it mentioned that this would be
the outcome of it. It was intended to bring together the various
elements of a disunited community. A unifon among the Dutch
Burghers was not going to disturd any of the existing friendly
relations they had with members of other communities. For in-
siance, most of them had friends in the Sinhalese, the Tatnil, and
the English commupities. He did not believe that any of them
would wish these friendships brokem up. FHe, for his part, had
tried and loyal [riends in other communities whom he was not
going to give up for any nmmber of unions. It must then be
clearly understood that their attitude towards those who were
not to be igcinded in this Union was to be adecidedly pacific
and friendly one. They cuuld zot force their own particular
sentiments on their friends of other comnmunities, but there were
other bonds which world always unite them. It had been -
said that by restricting this Union to Duich Burghers they were
shutting out a great many who had hitherto formed a part of ther-
selves. If by this wes meant that they were going to shut out all
those who did not bear Dutch names, he onght to explain that a
Dutch Union soch as they proposed to, form was to inciude all
those who were actuated by the same sentiment by being of Dutch
descent, whether on the father’s or mother’s side. They had scveral
families in their circie with British names, families fonnded by those
Who had entered their community by marrying into it, and who Lad
always idemtified themselves withit. These families were, accordiug
to the most rational ifterpretation of the term, not only Burghers,
but Dutch Burghers. ‘It will be seen then that the bond which was
to unite them was their common Duteh descent. They all claimed
{o be Dutch descendants, and were proud of that descent. Itwasnot
to be supposed for a moment that that meani any disloyally to the -
British ihrone. From the date of the arrival of the British in Ceylon,
when their grandfathers and great-grandfathers took the oath

- of nllegiance to King George IIL, the Dutch Burghers clginm to have

been amnong the most loyal of British subjects, and they have ever
remained 0. ‘There were two unalierable facts which they were to
face : they were the descendants of the Dutch, and at the same time
were the born subjects of the British throne. While the one claimed
their filial regard, the other claimed their loyaltys And much reason
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indeed had they to be loyal to the British and to be proud of the privi-
lege of being British subjects. He thought they would be much
mistaken in their estitmate of the character of their British rulers if
they imagined they would he less respected or trusted for being irne
to their own national instincts. This Union, it was hoped, would
constantly remind them of their origin, and make them live up to
the traditions of their ancestors. It wascalculated to inspirein them
courage and confidence in themselves, loyalty towards their rulers,
and feelings of friendship and feilowship towards their fellow-coun-
trymen. The first thing necessary was that they should aequire
strength among themselves. This they could only do by burying
all petty rivalries and by feeling and kvowing that they had a com-
mon cause, and that cause the welfare of their community. They
had suffered a great des] from the want of some bond of this kind.
If they each felt that to maintain themselves as a communily they
were bound to help each other, and if each individual did what he
fairly and honestly conld to promote the interests of the other, they
would be shewing a pioper spirit of union. Then, by charitable
funds o help those who were needy, and by the encouragement of
_ talentin promising youth, their welfare as a commaunity would
be assured. Now, in order to unite fora comimon purpose it was
necessary that they should have, not only a common object, but that
ohject should be based ou something common to  themselves,
which would serve to bind them together. He had already indicated
that the bond which was to bind them together was community of
race. It was aiways that which served as the most potent bond of
upion among people wherever they were. They, the Dutch
Burghers, then had to remember that their forefathers catre from
Holland, or in the service of Holland more than a hundred years
ago. Rememberiug that, they had also to remember that like all
people they had their own peculiar national characteristics. Now,
for a people to try and preserve their national characteristics is a
very landable thing, and it was calculated to give them confidence
and pride in themselves. Many of the national characteristics of the
Duteh—a great many indeed—they still preserved, and many of the
customs of their ancestors were still observed by them; but they
had also lost or given up a great many. - Oue object of this Union
should therefore be to try and revive some of those beneficial
customs which they had given up, He didnot mean {hatin this
20th century of progress and advancemwent they were to go back
to any of those antiquated and old-fashioned customs of their fore.
fathers. They had to live their lives abreast of the age; but among
the eustorus they ought Lo see revived are some of those homely and
simple ones which served to make the people of a past generation a
happier and more contented class than themhselves. There are also
national celebrations whick they had long given up, and which they
ought to see revived, if only to keep alive among them the feeling
of kinship with the people of Holland, who are ever ready to ac-
knowledge their kinship. As a beginuing he hoped that they would
ohserve the Feast of 3t. Nicolaas o the .6th December. This was
usnally donebya children’s fete on the eve of St. Nicolzas--December
sth, Haviuglopg lost touch with Holland they had now guite forgot-
ten in what manner the ceremonies on this occasion were performed.
Bat he was bappy to ssy they had a friend in their midst just then,
a gentleman from Folland, who was taking the greatest interest in
iheir present movement, who was able and glad enough to initiate
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them into the mapner of procedure. Last of al}, he would refer to
the subject of the Dutch langusge, which they had now lost.
It was not expected that they could all of them take up -
jts study; but he hoped the TUnion would be able 1o en-
courage and promote this siudy among those who were desirous
of pursuing it. A knowledge of Dutch, apart from the fact of its
heing the lapguage of their fathers, would be both useful and profit-
gble'to them. The literature of Holland wes rich and valuable, and the
language itself one of the purest forms of Teutonic speech. Foriun-
ately for them the study of Dutch among the youth of the
community was in a way encouraged just theu by its intrcduction
jnto the carriculum of the Senior Cambridge Local Examination.
Their boys and girls ceuld not do befter than in fotore take up
Dutch al the Examination instesd of French or German. The
revival of national customs, the celebration of national festivals, and
the cultivation of the language are, however, not the only objects
which this Uniou is to have in view. Much was required to be done
for the social well-being of their community. If this Union were
properly supported, the tueans could be found for encouraging talent
gud industry by enabling promising youth, whose advancement was
often retarded by the want of means, to pursue their studies and to
achieve success in life. Charitable instilutions among tbemselves
were also nesded for the relief of the destitute members of their com-
munity, Itisa painful fact that there are such people in i1he com-
twunity who are extremely poor, but yet respectable, and who,
although suffering great privations, were yet too proud to beg. Now,
it was hoped that with such aitus as these the Dutch Burghers would
unite and work together for the common good of their class, It was
a worthy undertaking, and must appeal to all right and liberal
minded people. .

At the conclusion of the address the following resolution
wag moved by Mr. Horace de Kretser: “That this meeiing

- is of opinion that a Union of the Duieh Burghers of Ceylon,

with the object of promoting the moral, social, and intellec-
tual well-being of the community, was very desirable.” This
wag seconded and carried unanimously.

Mr. J. E. Christoffelsz proposed that the following
gentlemen, with power to add to theirnumber, may be ap-

- pointed a Committee to frame rules, enrol wmembers, and

carry out the preliminary arrangements for- the formation of
guch 2 Union, viz : Drs. L. A. Prins and Andreas Nel}, and
Megsra. . J. 1. Foenander, E. A. van der Straaten, G. E. Leem-
bruggen, R. &. Anthonisz, C. Speldewinde, Horace de Kretser,
¥. H. de Vos, R. A. Brohier jr., Allan Drieberg, P. H. Ebell,
Edgar Schokman, W, B, Toussaint, Colin Kriekenbeek, H., P,
Beling, Lioyd Siebel, W. 8. Christoffelss, Sam, de Heer, C,
Albrecht, and W, K. V. de Rooy.

After this, Mr. Maurits Wagenvoort, a Dutch writer and
traveller of note, who was on a visit to the Igland, and who
had been taking much interest in the cause, was called upon
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to say a few words.

He was sorry, he said, he was more of a writer than a speaker,
and he wust ask his hearers to excuse his imperfect English, The
Dutch Burghers as a community, he said, were not known to every
-one in Holland, and many of those who hed heard of them knew
little about them. But the people of Holland who came here would
be much struck by the Burghers, and be proud of them. He him-
self had met many members of the commuunity, and he was impressed
by the fact that for the most part the Dutch Burghers of Ceylon were
a highly houourable class of people. This is one reason why they of
Holland should be proud of them. He would certainly be writing of
what he had seen and heard that evening, and he felt sure that when
his writings reached the people of Holland there would be a great
deal of sympathy there for the Dutch Burghers of Ceylon. Itis pos-
sible that that sympathy would find expression mostly in words; hut
yet if they were in need of funds for the purpose of furtheriug any
of their good objects, his countrymen would not, he thought, be slow
to respond. However, they ought first to endeavour to help them-
selves, Ie must ask them fo excuse himer for not saying ,anything
tiore. As he had already told them, he was no speaker—his vocation
was chiefly that of a writer.

A vote of thanks to the chair, and a few words in
acknowledgment from Mr. van Cuylenburg, terminated the
proceedings. But before its conciusion a letter from Dr.
van Dort was read expressing regrel for -his forced absence
from the meecting and his full and warm sympathy with the
movemhent. :

Af the first meeting of the Committee, which fook place
on the 16th November, Dr. van Dort was elected Chairman
of Commiitee; Mr. B. (. Anthonisz and Dr. L. A. Prins,
Joint Secretaries ; and Mr. 8. de Heer, Treagsurer; and the
names of t{he following gentlemen were added o the Com-
mitiee :  Messrs. H. van Cuylenburg, E. de Kreiser, I.
Maartenss, Arthur Alvis, Charles Arndt, Edwin Joseph, P. D.
Siebel, and J. R, Toussaint, and Dr. . W. van Geyzel, Ti
was also resolved to envol as original members of the
Union all thoge who were present and took part in the pro-
ceedings of the preliminary meeting, and others who had
come forward with their sympathy and support, whorn, in
the opinlon of the Committee, it was desirable to enrol.

Meetings were also held on the 14th December and 4th
January, respectively, at which further detaily were digcussed,
and:the rules which were $o form the Constifution of the
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Union were framed and considered.

The General Inaugural Meeting of the Union ook place
at the Pettah Library Hall, on Saturday, the 18th January,
1808, at which a large gathering of members was present.

" The Hon’ble Mr. F. (. Loos proposed that Dr. van Dort do
take the chair.” This was seconded by Mr. H. de Kretser and

carried unanimously.
Dr. van Dort having then taken the chair, said :

Tadies and Gentlemen,—I thank you most warmly and most
gratefully for the great houour you have doune me in asking me to
preside on this mewmorable occasion over such a large gathering
Tepresenting so many different sections of the Duatch Burgher com-
mupity, whose social noion we do cetlent today by estering into a
mutgal compact. In the name of our—in one sense common, in one
sense nncotanion-—ancestry, and on behalf of the Committee who
have sninmoned this meeting, let e extend to each and all present
a cordial greeting, our united thanks for the ready response to our
invitation, and a hearty Dutéh welcome, My first duly, ladies and
geutlemen, as Chairmauy, is to ask the Secretary to read the notice
convening this meeting.

Mr. B. G. Anthonigz thereupon. read the notice, which
wusg to the following effect :—

A General Meecting of the Members of ihe Datch Burgher Union
will be held at the Colontho Pettah Library Hall on Saturday, the
18th instant, at 3 p.mn., when the revised Coustitutinu,_ of whick: a
copy has been presented to each member, will be submitted for ap-
proval, office-hearers and a Committee appointed for the ensuning
year, aud such other husiness trausacted as msy be brought before
the meeting.

The Chairman, continuing, said :
That being the object for which we are met here today, let me

ask. your permission to say afew words, first shadowing out the
programme- of the business - for this evening, und at the same time

- take the opportunity of dispellivg sonie false and absurd ideas

which are in circulation with regard to the objects of the Uninn—
whether these ideas be the offspring of ignorance, of misconception,
of narrow-msinded pride, or of sheer downright cusseduess. " As
regards lhe business of the meeting, in the first place we have to

. confirm the proceedings of the preliminary General Meeting at

which you appointed a provisional Committer to draft s coustitn-
tion and formulate rules for the working of the Union, to be
subwitted on completion for your approval and sauction. Secondly,

the presentation of that report by the Commitles embodying the

constitution and rules, which you will either accept or reject as may
seett 1o you best,- Thirdly, if the report be adopted embodying the

. constitution and rules, we shall proceed to the election of cffice-

bearers for carrying on the work of the ¢urrent year. As regards the
report, you will presently have an opportunity of considerivg it,

_The constitutionr and rnles have been already circulated to each and
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atl the ntembers; so that I think you are sufficiently acquainted with
their substance and purport. May I be permitted at this stage to
say a few words with regard 1o the draft constitution? ‘I would say
with regard to the constitution that every sentencs, almost, nay,
every clause of every seutence, has heen weighed and discussed,
modelled and re.modelled, revised and re-revised, subjected to the
‘closest eriticisw, not only of every individual member of the Com.
inittee, but of the majority of the members not belonging to the
Committee, aud even of some prominent members of the commurity
wlo have not joined the Union, though doubtless they will do so
in titne, So that if the repart, when it is presented to you, and the
coustitution and the rules do not reczive your hearty approval, I
shall be very much surprised and disappoinfed, and I nay go sa far
as to say that I doubt you will ever exchaunge it for z better,
{Applause.) Now that is a bit of plain speaking which perhaps
savours a little of conceit and egotism. As [ said before, my share
in the work of the Committee is comparatively small—nof much
more than that of the organ-biower in the familiar story, who insisted.
that the organist should divide the honours with him whenever there
was any applause for any particalar performance on the instrument,
I am proud—whatever may be the share that I had—T arn proud of
ty participation in the work of the Comumittee; and would

like tosay, with the orgau blower : “How well we did it ?” {Laughter
and applsuse.) Natarally, therefore, ladies and gentlemen, I feel
grieved that after six months’ hard work iu constructing a%scheme
cousistent with the principles on which this Union hds been

organized, so as to permit of the entiance of as wany sympathisers

and well-wishers of the community as are desirous of entering
our fold so long as they were otherwise eligible—TI feel grieved, I say,

to find our objects and motives misrepresented, I may say even miis-

represented purposely, by men from whom we might have expected

fairer and 1ore honest, if not more generouns, treatment. Let me
not be misunderstood. I have no objection whatever to honest

criticist, nor even to open undisguised hostility. It would be ab- :,,;g

surd for anyone who calls himself or professes to be a social re-’
former, and who, is therefore necessarily a critic himself, who sits iq-
judgeent on existing social conditions and declares that they are in
need of urgent reform, to object to criticism ; but it is the spirit of
objecting fo anything that is new simply becanse it is new, or criti-
cising any new enterprise from a prejudiced point of view without
giving the advocates of that scheme an opportunity of sayiug what
they can on its behalf—it is that T say that is unfair and certainly un-
worthy of the spirit of eny Dulehman or of any descendant of a
Dutchman; for if I know the Dutchwman aright from personal observ-
ation and long study, he isone who neither seeks a fight nor shrinks
fromit. If he takes a stand on grounds which he believes tobe firm
and his own, e will not aliow himselfto be knocked over or tram-
bled down if he can help it. But neither, on theother hand, will hie
resort to use a poisoned weapon to gaiu a temporary advantage over
his foe, nor resort to innuendoes and insiuuations and misrepresent-
ations to gain his object, Of course I am only referring now to
such comments and eriticistus as have been raade regarding this
Union by those of our own people who are “of anr own household”,
and not those whicl inay emanate from any other quarter, -which
are not worthy of our notice, Ishould be giving these misrepre.
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sentations and innuendoes a greater importance than they deserve if

i { ' ' i 11 in
I were to notice them ; and yet they have served their purpose we
soute instances in ex'citing the jezlousy of some, the suspicion of
others, the animosities of still others, {utlm{datmg and deterrmgr
some from joiuing our ranks who otherwise might have done so, I

’ may however notice bat one, and only to dismiss it with countempt. It

has been suggested that our Union is intended to be a sort of cloak
for the discussion of seditions or even honest politieal ohjects. Our
objects are far wmore enlightened and sensible. If any members are
desirous of discussing political questions, behieving that there is any
good to come from any politicsl agitation in Ceylon, let them do so
at their debating societies. (Laug_hter_an(l applause.) Now, I do
not see why our friends who complain eitlier that we are too exclu-
sive on the one hand, or not exclusive enough on the other, should
1ot establish rival societies with similar objects and aims as ours, by
whatever name they choose to distinguish them. We are ouly too
ready to weleome thewm, ouly too ready to extend the right hand of

- fellowship to them so long as their objects are:as comimendsble as
 onts. 'tIsIr)mt even the Christian Church itself divided into so many
" sects, each disagreeing with all the rest on some minor poitts, but
- 21l inspired by one common spirit towards one common King?

Ladies and gentlemen, have we not amongst us already Buddhist,
Catholic, Mussulmwan societies, with objects-—religious, soeiai, litera.

1y and otherwise—who have all a common aim, but with a different

iterion of membership? Whythenshouldanyone object to certain
%rlﬁ';‘ligr families agree}gng 0u§; cominon qualification as a test hy
which they wonld recoguise the badge’of membership? We do not
arrogate to ourselves any superior position in society by virtue of
joining the Union. We do not pretend to look down upon those

;- ‘who are not eligible for membership. We have friends amongst

‘not be ever able to join the Union, or may be do not
:c:l;?esigv}ilg slié\}arvitéﬁtwhom we have éontracted ties of lifelong fellow-
ship. Are these ties to be effectually_severed simply because they
‘cannot become members of the Union? Now, need I say more,
ladies and gentlemen ? Our programine sets forth clearly—as clear-
iy as the English language will allow—the various objects we have
in view, aed which we hope to realise by the co-operation of the
wembers, akd chiefly by the union of moral fpr(_:es: in the service of
the poorer classes, who are struggling here in distress, and under
adverse social pressure. At a later date we shall set out more in
detail these objects, and the means by which we hope to compass
them, While'it is well to realise that our undertaking is a
great and noble oue, it is well also to realise that it is only in the
distant future that we can hope to see_ our objects accomplished to
any extent, All we can do at present is to formr a clear idea of the

- magnitnde of the task before us, and having analytically examined

it, to find the ways and meauns of grappliug with it. But if that be
]étile first step, let {’1:3 also clearly understand thatit dependsupon each
individual member, whether the Union be a success or not. Itis
oniy by each member doing his or her share "of work heartily, and
with a will, and ir mutual concert, that we can_hope for success in
the realisation of the objects of the Union. And if onr object be, as
it should be, to perfect the'orgamsat:ou of t‘ae. TUnion, let' it be
-understood clearly that it depends on our perfecting each his own
organisation first, As Cariyle says: ‘‘Social reform, like charity,

begius at hiome,”
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The minutes of the preliminary meeting held on the 12th
November previous were then read and confirmed. This
was followed by the Report of the Committee, embodying the
Draft Constitution, which wag submitied to the meeting.
Mr, J. P. de Vos, in a pleasant and eulogistic speech, moved
the adoption of the Report, and was seconded by Mr. Julian
Fryer., The Report and Constitation were then unanimonsly
adopted.,

The next business on the programme was the election of
office-bearers. The Chairman proposed that the Hon. Mr,

¥. C. Loos be elected president of $he Union. Dr, vanDort
added :

As the member in Council representing the Burgher community,
as a gentleman who has distinguished hiwself in public life, whose

sion, where he has attaineg the highest eminence, has shewn him not
ouly as a mode! of the charecteristic Dutch domestic virtaes, but
also of those virtues in civie and professional life whkich are
equally characteristic of the Duteh as a model to the younger mem.
bers of our community, there is no one I think, ladies angd gentlemen,
who is likely to perform the duties of this office more worthily than
Mr. Loos, I think, however, you know him as well as [ do, and I am
sure you will receive the proposal with acelamation.

- The motion was seconded by Mr. R. G, Anthonisz, and
carried unanimously, The Hon. Mr, Loos, having in a few

brief words accepted the office, wag duly conducted to the
chair, : ’

Mr., Arthnr Alvis then moved the election of an
Honorary Secretary. He said - .

A duty has been entrusted to me, aud that is that I suggest to
you the name of the gentleman who is cousidered the fittest person to
be our Secretary. I may say the wish is endorsed by each and every
one present. I refer fo our friend Mr, R. Q. Anthonisz. We have
ou our roll 268 members, I think that out of that number 267 will
agree with e ia seconding this motion with acclamation. I have
pleasure in asking Mr, Anthonisz to act as Secretary,

The motion was seconded by Mr. Edwin Jogeph, and
carried unanimously. Mr. Anthonisz in accepiing tha office

briefly thanked the members for the henour they had done
him,

The Rev. J. A, Spaar, of Kandy, then moved the eloction

of an Honorary Treasurer. He said ; .
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i ing that
i tlemen, I have much pleasure in proposi '
Mr éﬁﬂe%gnlge%ﬁnshiuld act as Treasurer d‘ﬁmgt-;t%:wvglil)?;gjgﬁg::;:
v i d more capable gentleman could not ha L
%I;v iosrtklx‘.llg\fv;ﬂas an accoﬁntaut, and I am sure he will do his work to

the entire satisfaction of the Uunion.

Mr. H. P. Beling scconded the motion, which was also
unanimously carried.

consisti lected
ommittee, congisting of 45 members, wag thene )
of wﬁ}c% 15 Were’members regiding at outstations. Wﬁ %2
not give the names of these gentlemen here, as thiy tg o
found in the proper place in the list appended to the N on
tution at the end of the pregsent number of our Journal.

: i ' ident announced
v Before the close of the meeting the Presi
that an address would shortly he given by a member of gh?: .
Union, of which further notice will be given. He hoped tha
there évould be a large gathering of members present on the

occeagion. ‘

i in: i ks to the
The proceedingg terminated with a vobe of than
chair pro{))osed by Mr. Hector vanCuylenburg and seconde
by Mr. Allan Drieberg. ‘ |

' e now given our readers a connected history of
the gg‘iﬁo?ia}frroﬁl itsg;neeption to the dale of the adoption Oé
its Constitution. This Constitution, with the By-laws passe
by the Committee, and a complete lish of the office-bearers
and members, broughi up to the date.of our going to p;‘esst:
will be found at the end of this Journal, For the subsequeqt
transactions of the Union and other events connected w;;ffht i
we would refer our readers to the section gntlﬂe'd l\m e.zs
of Events”. Under thiz heading x_vﬂl be given in future
issues of the Jouunal full information relating to the pro-
ceedings taken by the Committee _from time to iime E‘E
turtherence of the objects of the Union, and also notices 1(1) _
any events or occurrences which may be ol inferest to the

members.
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" Children’s Fete at Colombo.

“TTYHE arrival of 8t. Nicolaas Day (6th Dec

after the Dutch_Burghers of Ceyy:lo(n had izﬁzfgc)f rfr?c;:a]:1
gures to form a* Union of themselves, was taken advanizece
of by thqse resident in Colombo 1o commermorate the evegt
by a children’s fete on the Iive of 8{. Nicolaas (5th Dlé-
cember), as the practice has been in Holland for ages past
: Tpe readiness with which o large number of members Eon-.
tributed towards the expenses of the entertainment, and th
eagerness with which all took part in the function ’bid' w 1?

. for this old national custom becoming a popular 0’11e amoe
-the Dutch Burghers in future. The thanks of the coxljlag
munity are due in a great measure to Mr. Maurits Wagenfooﬂ-
3]

our recent Dutch visitor, for the interest taken by him in-

the movement. But for his active eo-operdion i
rangements ‘the event would never perﬁsggﬁll?:vénbggg wnt
Jait accompli. Among the ladies who took a keen inter:s?;
IE the arrangements, and to0 whose services the success of
%Ie entertainment was also largely due, were Mrs. Prins
Ml‘"?. Edwin Joseph, Mrs. B. A. Brohier, Miss Pieters and
iss AL vaI}Dort; while Dr. Prins and Mr. P. D S?ebei
not to ment.lon several other gentlemen, proved ‘%hémselve’
& most efficlent and energetic commiittee of mmanagement. ;

The funection took place at the Pabli i

’ ic Hall, wh
beautifully decorated for the occasion, on 'l‘hurs’d;;rr lgl?e ‘:’:?I?
De.cember, at 5 p. m.; and the gathering, inclu’ding the
:3311]6{1‘911, Was one o_f the largest that ever assembieds there
lWO. lopg.tgbles, laid out with a goodly array of toys, form d
an attractive feature of the digplay. ’ °

After all the children were placed in rows i
' ] w8
the gtage, Miss Pieters, standing on the sieps lealtf]t:;nfgm:ll}g (t)ﬁ
it, explained to them the nature of the ceremony they were
to take partin. She addressed them in the following words ;—

My dear Children,—

I would wish 4o explain fo you briefly why you
here today. This day in Holland is a vm'}"y ha,pyp'}grf onlgza;svoea.?f?}llifgz]}e?
ﬁjor a whole month and more beforehand every child in Holland i
Eeljy gnod, because onthe 4ih of December a greab Bighop coméi b
}y{ng throngh the air from Spaiu on his white horse, descends
jhrough every ghlmney, and brings each child a present. He comes
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always with an aftendant carrying a big bag, All naughty ehildren

are pub into this bag and taken to Spain, which they do not like at
all. ” If they have been naughty, bub not quite so bad as to be faken
to Spain, they are given a birchrod instead of @ present. Thisis a
thing you do not know here; butin Holland naughty children are
whipped with i, and that is another $hing they do not like. So, for
months beforeband, when any child is naughty and mother says that
Sintertelaas is ligtening in the chimmey, the child becomes good at
once. Days and dags previous to this the children practise songs,
which they sing for Sintertclaas. If there are any children here who
are brave epough to sing a song he will be very pleased, and if you
are all good he will come to see you every year Sintertclaas had
heard of $he Dutch Burgher Union which has just been formed. He
was toid there were here the descendants of Duich people who re-
mained long years ago, and so he asked: -‘Are there any good
children ® _ T do not know whether you all have been good. THe
made up his mind to pay you & visit as he does the children in Holland,
and he will behere directly and ask your mothers whether your have
been good. He will not give presents to naughty children—that he
never does—only to children who are good. He is nob like the
English Santa, Claus, » fupny man, but a ‘very stately Bishop, whom
you must recaive very respectiully, and when he asks you a question
you must apgwer him. Now I think he is coming,.

Just then some knocks and the. ratéling of chains were
heard behind the scenes, and a veice enquired : “Are there
any good children here ? On thereply being given : “Yes,
there are many good children”, 8t. Nicolaas, or Sintertclaas,
as he is generally called, appeared before the assembly, attir-
ed in the full vestments of a Bishep, with mitre and crook.
Ye was nccompanied by a7 negro attendant in a medieval
Spanigh costume carrying a sack on his ghoulders and a
buneh of birchrods in his hand. After being received with
due reverence, Sintertclaas walked down the hall, and,

. followed by the children, repaired to the garden ouflside,

where a photographic group was taken by Mr. Andree, of the
Hopetoun Studio. We have much pleasure in presenting our
readers with a reproduction of this photograph as a frontis-
piece to the present number. The rdle of Siniertclaas we
should mention was taken by Mr. Wagenvoort.

Next commenced the interview with the children. This -
was done by Sintertclaas walking down a passage opened for
him between two rows of the children along the whole length
of the hall, the negro servant keeping close to him, and the’
sweets and frutts borne in baskets by Miss van Dort and Miss
Anthonisz. He went from child to child putting them ques-
tions ‘and handing to each guantities of sweets and fruits.
One or two litile ones volunteered a song or & recitation,
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This done, the toys were distributed, at ﬁhich several ladies

asgisted, among therm Mzs, ¥. Q. Loos, Mra, Hector van Cuy- .

lenbureg, Mrg. R. G. Anthonisz, and Mrs. L. A, Pring,

The next item on the pro i &
‘ graImme was a marionette sho
Er)}; I\Iifr. Etrnest v_a.nD(_)rt, the quaint figures, the stage, and th“er
o ole go —u‘p being h]S.OWD work., This part of the enter-
“.tenment wag much enjoyed by the little folk, who secmed 1o
wish that it was very much prelenged.

The Coronation Orchesira was in (
- attendance, and i-
}mn?d a sele?,t programme of music, including “{Wien c%%gxlu
az;;lé Iz bllolo?}d : -I;: was close wpon 8§ o’cleck when the large
Ky Ly negan to disperse fo the straing of “God Save the
We msuke no apology f i
. We _ g¥ tor reproducing here a ghort i
of our Bt. Nicolaas Celebration from a number of D; 1\2'322153

Courant of A : I i
ganean o %nsterdctm (4 Jan,, 1908), kindly senﬁ t0 us by

SINT NICOLAAS OP CEYLON.

Onze medewerker Mauribs W.
; i agenvoort zendb ons een exempl
an de Ceylon Independent meb een Leschryving van eenn:égrz%;

bijeen komst van de , Dute i
oJoen | S.int-Nidhla,aes fzesﬁtch—]}urgher Union of Ceylon ter viering

Op die zeer zeker merkwaardige hi: i
i ge bijesnkomst, waarin

g:lﬁiz X:loem. c}e Ngderlandsghe stam en taal opkm;nende laggginizz

mot sood ; g ]vau den gosden Sint, blijkbaar ock die van organisator

ot goee ign e'o % vervuld heeft, waren ook een groot aantal kinderen

Een001s, oot anrd o bteckons vhn ot bong, rioeTends lund.
) ¢ ! 1 beteekenis van het feest werden ingelicht,

sche vgﬁls]ﬁ: (lf‘g{a.m S};.-}'Tzcolaas onder de fonen van het Nedgrla.?lc%-

ol edza.a binnen, vervolgens werd een marionetten-voor-

el g g9geven door den heer Ernost van Dort metzijn eigengemaak-

arlonetten en werd het foest met cen concertj(; besloten,

Wareﬁeéz al-laﬂf:’.t?I ,,burghers“_ met onvervalscht Nederlandgehe namen
onmiskel};b ;ﬂ fﬁest.aaanemg 3, WI] noemen van de namen slechts de
onn Ca.spersf %?i.ebeigltgzmzséz, Al}ggch_t, Bartholomensz, Christoff-
e iz, Drie ; oer; “De Kretser, De Vog, D
}.-‘IIZ%E?IH’P Euyli?lta, Jansz, ngekenbeek, Leembruggens’l\ia:rt‘];?llég,
» Fring, Paulusz, Speldewinde, Sehokman, Thoma.s,z, Van Dort’

Van Cuylenbure, V
Gl % oL T;;géstollenhoven, Van der Straaten, Van der Gucht, Van

E].ke van (.he faml]leﬁ Was dO{!I een of es {18 Vertiegenwoor-
T ].f.‘ 1] ti 5

. Zou de $i3d ie b
spiéiany 13 eens komen dat die bu;ghgrs allen ook Nederlandsch
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SOCIAL, SERVICE,

A LEoTURE BY DR. W. &. vAN DORT

DELIVERED BEFORE THE MEMBERS oF THE DUTCH Bureaek Uniow
oN 7HE 22xp FrRaUaRy, 1908
(Revised and Abridged.)

HE lecturer introduced his subject by referring to the
-great world-embracing movement, which is spreading

over Hurope and the United States, whose object is to

ugher in the reign of freedom and justice and fraternity into
the world, the dawn of which was discerned with almost
prophetic vision by Tolstoi and Dumax thirty years ago, the
former speaking of it ag “the near advent of an era of human
protherhood in  which the Iaw of justice founded - on
wisdom and the law of love were to prevail”; while the
latter characterized it as “a moverzent at once spiritual and
humanitarian, which was to shed iis quickening rays of
truth to awaken and enlighten both the individual and the
civic conscience of man”. It is this quickened consecience—
“the most potent force that exists on earth,” according to the
American orator Bryan, *the secret source of all the noble
and heroic deeds that have immortalized the lives of men
whom we call heroes, saints, and martyzs, and the inspiration
of all these recent religicus,  ethical, and philanthropie
movements which have regenerated the hearts of a multitude
of people as shewn in their changed lives and changed cus-
toms, and changed social conditions”—which explaing why
Social Service and itg allied subjects, Social Reform and Social
Progress, have become the leading questions of the day ; why
§0 many thousandsand tens of thousands of men and women
of refinement and culiure and means are daily forming
societies everywhere in town and country ;—Social Service
Clubg, and Play-Centre Agencies, and Auxiliary Brigades,
and Social Slum Settlements,——each trying to solve the knotty
Soeial Problem in its own way, but all agreeing to sink their
differences and unite to fight againgt their common foe,
the selfishness and greed of man. 1t is among the young folk
especially that the greatest enthusiasm is found in devoiing
themselves to the service of humanity—-in carrying the gospel
of human love and helpfulness to the weak, the erring, the
destitute, to enlighten, uplift, and parify men, women, and




16 THE JOURNAL OF THE -

children now sunk in sloth, ignorance, and vice, to express in
Social Service or (as Miss Addams, the successful Promoter
of the Hull House Settlement in Chicago, puts it) “to express
in terms of action the Spirit of Christ, gronnded on the over-
mastering belief that all that is noblest in life is common o

- man a8 man-that there is good in every man, even the
meanest”. '

Yt ig this spirit of unrest, of a “divine discontent”, not
to satisty ong's selfish material wants, bat the sonul’ hunger
for “the bread that perigheth not”, to substitute a practical
everyday “religion of deeds” in place of 2 “perfunctory pro-
fession of creeds”—to embody the true Spirit of Christianity
in alfruistic movements which will aiford many and diverse
opportunities for every man and womsan o carry out into
practical realization the Taw of Love, according to his or her
natural aptitudes or talents, in a Social Service founded on
Justice and Love and Human Fellowship—it is this spirit
which marks the dawn of the 20th centary era of brother-
hood, whoss earliest gleams were discorned by Dumas and
Tolstoi and Tennyson and Gerald Massey and Whittier and
many other lovers of humanity, and which may well there-
fore be called “the Spirit of the Age™. '

The lecturer next went on to explain how Conscience
comes 0 be the chief factor in thig ‘movement-Conscience
or the Moral Sense-—consclonsness of good and evil—which,
“nuless it be poisoned, paralysed, or dead”, must show us
that it is not only unchristianlike, but inkumazn “not to
strive”, ag Milton enjoins .

“In offices of love how we may lighten.
Bach other’s burden, in our share of woe”,
and which to the infidel question of Cain we are so often
tempted to. asgk, sternly replies, as Mr. Buchanan, an
“American Soctalist, foreibly expresses it : “We ase our brother’s
keeper, and by every tie that is sacred, and by~ every obli-
gation that is endearing, we are bound to study our brother’s
interest and to do all we can to uplift and to help him.”

To the question why, if it be the dufy of -every man to
help his fellow-man, one should not aet singly, individually,
but form a Union for the purpose, the lecturer would answer,
simply because associated effort secures advantages which
are nob- possible to individual effort, Concerted action
means the co-ordination of numerous and:-vazried agencies for -
attaining ends which have heen carefully considered with
the least  avoidable waste of energy—the deliberate choice
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ropriate means to gain cerfain determinate_ practical
glfld?.’l-.) A.I]}ld such reasonable action jg the foundation of "all
pocial and legislative institutions. But ~while it is- the
characteristic feature of all societies even the rehgqu, to
attain some special advantage for the benefit of the associates

- the prineiple which regnlates the modern unions for sccial

gervice is lesg the benefit to the associates (though_even t?mt
follows indireetly in the self-development of character which
all altruisiic service ténds to produce on those who exercise
it} than the good of those in whose service t:hey have banded
themselves. And'itis only when the prineiple of aggociation
ig worked out under the Banner of Volunta?yipnlon, under
the persuasive influence of the “Thou Wilt” of the New
Testament—as Goethe long ago pointed out-—.rathex‘" than
under the imperative claims of Religions Duty—the “Thou
Shalt” of the Old Testament—by the earnest and loving
application of human energy in the Bervice of Man, and by
subordinating the personal ideal to the social, thalt we Imay
hope for the realization of the long-pro_niised. kingdom of
“meace on earth and good-will among men”,

The character of the movementirecenily inaugurated by the
Dutch Burgher Union may be said to beidentical as regqrds ity
main object with the great world-embracing movement just re-
ferred to. Itisbaged onnosentimental fad or political crochet,

- but it s a congeious and deliberate effort on the part of a certain

namber of a small eommunity to improve, as far ag it lies in
their power, within their limited resources, the lot of every
less fortunate or less capable brother. They are far from
being influenced by any sueh delugion as that the salvation .
of the community depends on the removal of poverty and

destitution from their midst—they do not indeed believe that
poverty and migery could ever be abolished ?otally by any
possible distribution of wealth. Poverty and igrorance and. .
inefficiency, it has been well said, are relafive terms; and
until human nature ceases to be wuch, we must expect
differences and inequalities always in society. Ifevery wretch-
ed family now struggling in poverty and misery and want
were to receive immediate relief in money, and were even
provided with the means of securing material comfort for a
given period, there is no doubi that at the end of that_ time.
‘they would lapse into their former condition, unless they had
acquired in the meantime habits of indusiry, —fore{f]ght, al}.d
thrift, of perseverance, self-reliance, and self-denial. ¥t ig

'_ not a more equable distribution of silver and g(_)Id that will
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veform ther, but an uplifting, and im b
R _ Provement of characte s
83 that they can rely-on them’sfelves and learn to help themr-

selves.” And it iz iy that divection chiefly that the Union

hopes- to ‘bring - about 5 reform,

The only rule 18, “to each according o his neadg

according to hiscapacity”, .2, hig mgans, his gi fis, ,hiﬁf (r))]}ljlp;::l}}
nities; and indeaq many will egteemn it 2 Privilege rathor than g
duaty to .observeit. Tihag been well remarkad that“oppan’mzz’ty
Jor service to the PooT 18 a boon conferred by the rich and
Prosperons”. Nop ig sach gerviee only what MoNey ean
‘render, or what enly the rich ean afford out of theip abun-

Fully ; and, ag Frederie Harrigon hag well said, «
clly 5 L v : nota cup of
;;aéil;?r that we gx_v% to an unknown sufferer, or a wige xfrjox?d
€ in reagon, but hag added a gt appi
strength 16 the world”, ek of happiness and

wemt}st bf:gin by improving ourselves, That society ; an
3rgamsm '8 Do mere metaphor, ag Dy, Abbot hag shys;v:n ﬁoﬁ?;
Advaneemant of Ethics”, It ig literally and soientifically
trae. It not only shews that PECIDrocity of means to end. of
€ause 0 effect, in the relation of the members of an orggsni-
zation to the including OrZanism —{here of the social units
tosociety)—which Kfmt considered the essence of an organism,

altruistie life, partly to another, viz, th i
1 : . © organism, Angd
Society has in’ the same way to, liv:-:s barily to itself {7.e.,

to all its component parts), and partly to 4 higher organism -

of which itself formg an organ, viz., all h i
_ S an y " umanity. There
18 exactly the gams relationship between Bociety anjél its eon-
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the general life, it must decay and. die,. So toc the body hag
to preserve its life, 7e, of all its component cells at each"

moment of its existence, by securing a due “harmonious rela-
tionghip of all their functions, but always in view of the

- race to which it belongs; to gecure the highest degree of

health and development attainable ; or in the struggle
for exigtence # will fall out and perish. It is in this
reciprocity underlying the organic constitution of all life that
Dr. Abbott places the seientific and philogophic foundation
of all ethical theory; and, in my humble opinicn, there
has been no more valuable contribution to ethics than the
Iucid  exposition by which he makes reciproeity the
principle which explains. with equal clearness both physical
and social organization. The double life of the cell becomes
transformeed into the egoistic and altruistic life of the social
being, and the reciprocal life of organs and organism changes
into a harmonious relationship between the personal ideal .
and the social ideal, And Just as physical health— Nature's
ideal-—follows the observance of Nature's lawy, and digeage
their neglect or violation, so surely does Sceial Health—i.e., a
‘harmonious relationship between the various classes and
members of society—mdicate that we_are on the right road
to progress and development, just as social evils and social
digorders point to a disobedience of Nature'y laws and the
punishment which follows jt. With this principle to gnide
us there s no need for worrying ourselves wilh the disputa-
tions and wpeculations of the various schools of ethies as to
what is or what. is not right conduet, what is or is net our

. duty. Right is nothing more or less than conformity of

conduct to the reciprocal relation between soelety and the
individual'; and the reason why ene should or should not, do
anything must he determined by the.effect of such couduct on
the kealth—the material and moral ‘well-being—of society,

- Now, this reciprocity of ends and means, this living harmony

of organs and functions in the person and in society, what is it
—agks Dr. Abbott—hut Justice ? Justice whose ethical for-
mmla ig the ancient suwm: cuigue—*-to each his own"—opp better
gtill the golden rule first enunciated by Confueius, 500 B.C, ¢
+“What youu do not want done to yourgelf, do not to others™;
¢ Or its Christian equivalent, which enjoing not merely the
abstinence from wrong doing, but the positive duty of doing

- good. But guch justice, as the anthor duly remarks, must

first be willed subjectively by the individual—-—_“t_he loftiest

- standard of integrity, honor, benevolence,jusﬁice, and wisgdom
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mugt enter info and inapil;e the indivi
! A0 drvidual® before i 3
gggfgilloxggleég. oéj.sjctztz{ely by the community ; “othe;wilginﬂ}iz
: . P ;
= realizegl iy ve justice, the true_socw,l ideal, cannot possibly

To the question why, j ‘ in wh
the ¥, if the movement in whi
gly;lrfapathlse isa h.umanitarian one, we restrict our ef;?gll?ts“;i
e _t;_wn cc;mmumfy:, tlifs Iect.urer would reply, simply becanse
o _]II%WE}%I : ;03;;’[11111;% Lgnlglbée, Practical, definite, 7 begin
LW amed experience enough
extend our sympathy and labours to g wide Cgcl,ey:-:o (;?11;

members of allied communities-—to all humanity it may be. -

Ag Mr, Edmund Burke 1] i i V
1 : ¥ remarked in his reat d
the French Revolati on :*To be attached to the Sgub-(lj V‘]:S?gkn (%:3
3 4

love the little platoon we belong to in society is the firet

principle ‘(the germ ag it were} of i i i

o ; ) bublic affection. Itist
first gtep in the series by which we proceed towards ;Sl;];e
for our country and for mankind.” : °

[The subject of social evils, their cans :
. L ' , 1ReIr canses, and pr
igmedzes Was8 next-gone into; but we have ’space Iillec;posfeq
¢ following extract only -] . e
“Leaving -the complexity
o > ¥ and mutual reacti ik
tvcu;ous causes of social evils aside as too .difﬁeci:.}lt: %npfibitei?
.0 be 11nr¢velle;d now, 1 may briefly menticn the four chief
%?lutses‘ recpgmsed by Dr. Brinton in a recent article on
ai.ﬁ ural Diseases contributed to /g Rewwe viz s (1) In-
%111 ?llant food; (2) Poison, like opiunm and alcohol ; 6))
(4)(3% gﬁgimisgis or Eglg’ous ghock during wars, pestilence ' &e.
, &l evils which may be classed under the term sexnal
perversion. Buf strangely encugh he makes no :rln}:]eﬂni?i%iugi

the most widespread, the least defensible, the most perai- -

GlOlisl?f }‘;lll causes, both to the individual and to society,
namely, the wniversnl craving for linxury.” : s,

) " The common popular miscon i

slgmtymg something ouly ‘within th(;efzgf]; c?f [tIl;: W‘Z(;TS; it
clagses, was then exposed, and luxury defined as “consisti ;‘%’St
nothing more than the consumption of whatever ha;'nbnil;
tg;*eat labour (and th‘nt generally of a specially rare orgoé
. proi}wew-—neeessm?]ly therefore costly—but which at t%)
fﬁﬁi . ;ﬁ:ﬂ (1:11}13' satisfies 5 Spurions and artificial want, S(?
e ek ﬁppens fhat_ the very game people who condémn
beyon{l theirl i:én?f; Iﬁ)ﬁéherEby ¢ i, Sl i

T ca . dig
or a costume by Worth; for exami;lea;g;z?;rn ﬂﬁw?ﬁﬂﬁ%
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time indulging in all sorts of luxuries themselves, whether

it be in jewellery, or dress, or equipage, or lavish entertain-
ments, or expensive food and wine. According to M. Emile
de Laveleye, this fondness for luxury may be traced to three
chief sources, viz., vanity, sensual gratification, and the love
of ornament ; and the same author shews how much women
especially are to blame for this childish desire to attract
admiration, not by their personal chiarms or natural graces,

- but by means of costly dresses, discarded almost as scon as

they are worn in obedience to the dictates of a constently
changing fashion, and by loading their pers(ns with the mest
meretricious ornaments, ribbens, and laces and jewels and .
feathers, like any semi-savage Negress or Otaheitan belle.
It was not so, he says, in times of classic sntiquity ; not so in

_ihe early Christian ages, when elegance and simplicity in

dress characterised a correct feminine taste.” Bue luxury,
which is based on pride, vanity, ostentation, or the wish to
distinguish oneself, to appear of more imoportance thon others,
10 attract the admiration of the vulgar crowd who fancy that
wealth indicates happiness or power, the lecturer pointed
out, is by no means confined to the fair sex, Men are just as
foolish, just as childish, in respect of their fondnmess for the
things: which gratify the senses: in the pleasures of the
table and in vain show they are far more culpable.

“That the love of luxury is demoraliging and enervating,
that it destroys manly energy by fostering a taste for mere
gensual enioyment and a pride in mere frivolity, that it
quenches that spirit of self-sacrifice without which no society
can exist, that it establishes a babit of foolish and wastelul
expenditure among the rich and sets a bad example to their
less prosperous associates, that it diverts the forces of labour
from their proper channels to - supply spurious needs, snd
excites the envy and batred of the poorer classes,—all these”
he remarked are “the stock themes of the sages of antiquity
and the Fathers of the Chureh no less than of modern
gociologists and earnest Christian preachers, with which I
am sure you are pretty familiar, and need therefore no
emphagis from me. If I have dwelt on this subject at too
great a length it 1s becanse I am convinced that there is no
cange which has-ruined so many Burgher families during
the last half century as this fondness for luxury, this
craving for vulgar admiration, which tempting them gra-
dually to live beyond thelr means, always in the hope
that fortune would favour them in the future, has forced
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them at last to run hopelessly into debt,'and'sometimes to
compromise even thejp 80od name in their efforts to extrieate
‘themselves -from ruin,” I can at this moment recall, ag T
daregay most of you 0o can, the nameg of " seme dozen op
ore prominent members of ong community whe during

- the communi%y, and thfoﬁgh {heir influence their parents ag
well,” . .

“Most of these children were 1ot hereditary paupers, that
is to aay. their parents or gra.nd-parepts were not - paupers
themselves, but becime go by the misconduct, reckless, or
vicious habits, or illness of their parents, who onee 'throlwn
out of employment, conld gain no living except by iieggmg
or dishonesty, and so taught their childreq to beg. To pre-
vent such pauperism from becoming hereditary, to rescue the
children of the boor from becoming wedded to paunperism,
should be the first care of the membery of the' Union if they-
would improve the character of the community, T‘hlS can
only be done by'a wisely directed system of 'educam_on and

- training—uot by following the utterly absurd and mischiev-
ous system which prevails’in oar primary, and even in onr
secondary schools, in which the sole aim seem to be 0 create
a eonventional type of mind, erammed with Pprecisely the
same stock of useless knowledge, trained. o perto_rm the same
set of functions without regard to individual'- dlf'ferenc:es of
mental constitution, capacity, or aptitudes. It is an admirable
gystem no doubt for providing Government  and mer-
- cantile firms with cheap clerks and petty account-keepers
—“literary proletariang" ag they have been wittily called—
but wholly “destructive of individual initiative anc} original
talent, Why should noi goms of these poor children be
trained for the Mercantile Marine Serviee, for example, ag is
done with thousandy of foundlings and orphan children in
Dr. Bernard’s Home for Boys ? Why should not some of
them be apprenticed to artisans to become carpenters, blac;].:-
smiths, tinkers, magons, &c.? At the present moment in
Canada, where thousands of emigrant clerks _an_d account-
“ants and university men fail ts find employment in the new
settlements - that are constanily being fori‘negl there, a
carpenter is paid £1 a day, and other artisans similar wages ;
while in Anstralia, the minimum wage for any artlsgn ig
8 shillings (or Rs, 6) per diem, But leaving aside the- sub-
ject of the economic value of exisling systems of educ?atmn,‘ it
i8 t0 be hoped that in any scheme that may be organized for
the education of the children of the'p’oor,.-thc_e Kindergarten
System or the newer Work and Play Systqm which has almost
superseded it, be adopted, since practical experience hag
- shewn i1 to be the best to re¢laim children inured to habits
- -of idleness ‘and uncleanliness and 'disord_ez:, and to teach
them habits of susiained endeavour—of patience and perge-

] gguandered al]
their means in fooligh oxtravagance, {for which I fear their
wives and daughters were often mainly responsible), leaving
their: fumiljeg. benniless and destitnie. It I8 not only that
they friftered away, in a fooligh digplay of vanity and pride,
Tesourcey which might hLave been utilized in a wise and
Prudent provision for the future, but their exemple, during
the tide of thejr brosperily, had been Pernicicus to others
brought within thejr influence, white their own bankruptey
and ruin have only added to the heavy burden already toine
by their relatives ang friends.” .

The spealker next- proceeded to consider {he ethods by
which it wag proposed to compass that section among the
firgt three of the objects of the Unjon most nearly related to
the subject of his address, - ‘ :

The first thing the Socjal Service Committee resolved to
do was to regisier the names, social condition, resources, &e.,
of such poor Burgher familiey 28 might be recominended to
the Committee ag deserving of assistance, with a view. wq
ameliorate the condition of {hege families, their meora] even
more than their materjn} condition, by such meanyg snd
agencies as would enable them, and their children especially,
(by being helped to- aequire  habits of thrift, industry,
integrity, and self-reliance) to help themgelves, angd even
ultimately to he g source of help to others, Tt was manly
through the in,sirumentality of the children of these poor
families that it wag Proposed to reach their barents. For, ag
the lectorer remarked, “the great lesgon that social reformers
have learnt from a1 thejr experiments during the lagt half.
CENtUry was that the adult membery of society—of its lower

- strata especially—eannot he improved by pPecuniary relief
only, or made moral and virtnoug by any amount of preach- -

ing or teaching, But with children who had not yet
acquired vicious immora] ¢t bad habils, who can be taught
and trained to good and useful apg self-helpful waye of

* thinking and living, there wag &€very reagon to hope that by

B proper cowrge of education theiy charucter could be improved,
and themselves rendepod ugeful and self-helpful memberg of

&
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verance and self<control, to bring out whatever gualifies any
child possesses of originality and vergatality, by the dexteroug
methods which form part of this system, and io develop
the home affections and love of all that is beautiful and trne
and good. Such educational work can only be undertaken by
those who have learnt the system and have an aptitude for
imparting it, and they, it is feared, are very few in our

midsl ; but is it imposgible for gome of the lady members of -

the Unjon to acquire a sufficient knowledge of it from trained
teachers for the sake of teaching these litile ones, of saving
" them from a life of sin and crime and degradation ?  Is it not
worth the liitle gacrifice of time and trouble such a task may
involve ? Can the Christian lawof love which go many pro-
fess -with their lips be better exemplified than by such service
to the poor— a service which means not only the salvation
of the souls of others, but one’s own ; for as Christgaid ;: “He

who loges hig life” that ig, shall devote his life, for my sake ;
(that is in my servige, in the service of poverty, “the bride of

Chrigt™) “shall save 18"

“0lder childven might be formed info clubs or brigades '

to meet at gome counvenient centre under the guidance of
gome of the lady memberg of the Union, once a week or
‘oftener, where they could be tanght musical drill, and physie-
al exercise, according to Miles, or Leng's System, “which
needs no cumbersome gymnastic apparatus for it8 practical
and efficient methods. Moral instruction may also be con-
veyed to them at these meetings in the form of short addregses
or stories embodying some moral lessor; e, g, fidelity to truth
love of home, chedience to and reverence . id Iove of parents,
unselfishness, moral courage and other virtmes.

«Qther classes may be formed to be taught readlng, sing- .

ing, recitation, &ec. Sull otheras to he tramed in useful or
remunerative kindg of manual work e, g type-writing, short
hand, telegraphy, photography, needle Wgrk crochet work,
frét-work, drawing and moddelling, &c., g0 s to enable them
to- earn a living for themselves. Boys might be ftaught
various kinds of mechanieal work by arrangement with the
Managers of the various Indusirial Schools in the Istand, or
the Superintendent of the Government Factory,

“In harmony with the Work and Hlpy System-the results
of which were reported, at a recent meeting presided over by
the Archbishop of Canterbury in London, as “truly wonderful
in their effects on the slum children,” and whickh in New
York have produced such good results that no less a sum
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~than $228,000 i‘s annually devoled by the Municipality to

further this movement—it js proposed that some form of
recreation or enterfainment be associated with the work of

 teaching, e. ¢, magic lantern exhibitions, vocal and thru-

mental music, games and refreshments, &e..
“Whenever the adult members of these familier can be

“induced to attend evening classes systematic- counrses of

practical lectures could be organized--fo embrace such
subjects as first aid in accidents and emergencieg, hygiene,
nursing, food and feeding in health and during illness, plain
cookery and cookery for invalidg, &c.—under the direction
and  supervision of the. lady mewnbers, who together with

. voluiteers from among the wives and daughters of the male

mermnbers will firgf form themselves into a teaching elags, who

will be instructed by the medical members of the Unicn, to

qnalify themselves to digseminafe the knowledge so acguired

'%mong the poorer members of the community outside the
nion

“Agtothe other objects which will engage the attention of
the members of the Union in connection with the Social Serv-
ice Schems referred toin gection {¢) of the Conssitulion, oneig,
ciearenough, theselection of deserving poorlads for special help
intheir edneation; theother,the extension of charitable relief,
it ig proposed, should be, as a rule, in the form of foans, vepay-
able without inferest, in insfalments spread over long periods

- of e, in order to lessen as mueh a8 possible the sense of

pauperism and c‘[epeuf‘,nce on the Union for charity, and e

_stimulate the reeipsonts of such bounty to habits of industry

and thrift; as, exceptmg in extremely necessifons cases, it
is not intended. to contitue rendering snch help to the game
individual where no effort has been roade to repay the origin-
al loan, To providé ..milies who receive such assistance
with the means of emerging from this state of pauperismn, as
well as: i0 enabis fhem to save some amount of money,

" however. small, towards a. future repayment of the Ioans

received, i is proposed o establish at various centres a sort of
workshop, where needlework and other remuonerative work

- ¢an be distributed to these families under the supervision of

some of the benevolent T.uly members of the Union.

“To purchage the various kindg of apparatus, utensils,
teaching appliances, books, &e., 1o provide for the complete
edueafion of deserving lads, and especially to relieve the

necessities of destitute fumnilies; it is olbivions we” need funds;

and already a by-law has been pasged empowering the
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“ Clommitteé to create a special fund for the purpose; Inappeal- -

ing to you then who are assembled here today for help, and
" Indeed to evéry right-thinking member of the Union whose

genercus and humane instincts have not been erushed by the -

enrsed solfishness and gresd for wealth to which our present
anomaloug soeial pogition Is mainly due, I am sure I do not
appeal in vain, :

“Can any canse be more deserving of your sympathy and’

‘help? Teit possible that any member of the Union can ealm-
Iy and coldly think of the physical misery in which go many
poverty-gtricken familiés are plunged, of the wretchedness

of poor widows and helpless orphans doomed to lifelong

suffering on account of the reckless, improvident, .or even
vicious habitg of thoge whose duty it was to provide for their
support, but who eruelly abandoned them to the merey of
fate + of the tedions prolonged misery to which innocent child-
ren are doomed, who are born with some hereditary taint
of dissage of body or mind derived from parents who ignor-
antly or consciously defied the law of nature; .or even

o

the more pitioble ouzges of those who, born to . absolute

. poverty and ignorance, have not had the same measure
of light to be gnidel into the right pzth, or strength
to keep from falling, as you or 1 who have been more
highly favoured, and are yet conseious of our weakness and
fanlts ;-—of men and women who are forced by eruel fate—
nay, by the neglect of society, of theirown kith and kin, who
are selfishly absorbed in their own sensual gratifications, to
pags their lives in one dull round of eare, “their brains be-
mused”, to quote Fred. Greenwood’s graphic language, in
gpeaking of slam life in London—Dhat equally applicable here—
“hearts half-numb, their days a mire-irack in the strugele
for food,—~what natural joys do spring up in the mire crush-
ed in it before they have time 10 bloom,—dear ones suffering
near them, dying before them, dead and logt.” Ts it possible,
I ask, that anyone who is not utterly selfish can resist an
appeal for help $o give these poor souls a chance of life, of

freedom from physical suflering, of freadom from the dread _

of sickness and want, of freedom from mental anxiely worse
thm:f any bodily pain? I do not appeal to you merely as
thstians Wwho profesg a creed whose fundamental prineiple
islove to one’s neighbour measured in extent and intensity by
the love one bears to oneself. 1 do not even murge
the elaimg of the poorer members of every community on

- ab least Rs. 1,000 2 year.

DUTCH BURGHER UNION OF CEYLON. 27

those who are more fortunate, more prosperous, more comfort-

‘able—as a moral duty, founded on justice, on that recipre-

cal relationship befween the individual and the social group

“to which he belongs, which I have already referred to—I -

gimply point to the Constitution of the Union which you are

" bound in honor to maintain; and it would be nothing but the

meanest hypocrigy to pretend that we have the main object”
of the Union, as sef forth preminently in its programme, at
heart, and yet close our ears or our purse strings as s00n

a8 we are asked to teslify that it iz no lip-service,

rio simulation of fraternal love that we so ostensibly pro-
fess., 1 feel sure Indeed that no such appeal is needed, that
you are not only guite conscious of your obligations, but
would forestall any appeal for help if possible, if only you
knew what heip was needed and how you could render it.

“Well, I have already stated what we mogt urgently need to
start with in this work of Social Service. Books, instruments
and apparatus for teaching and training the young, some of
which, g, a magic lantern, a set of photegrapbic apparatus
have been already promised. Now whoe will come forward
with similar gift or loang, it they prefer it, of sewing
machines, typewriters, fret-work machines, lace-making ma-
chines, grammaphones, or other musical instruments—or with
liberal donations in money fo enable us to purchase them?
Apart from such donations, however, we propose to create a
fund by asking every member to devote a7 feas! one cent &
day from his earnings—a small encvgh amount in all con-
science, not more tnan 30 cents & month, an amount which
can cost no real self-denial, asmosi of usda7ly frifter it awayin
3 few cigars, o cup of tea at a restaurant, in ricksbaw hire on
anidle visit, 2 few post-cardg, &e. It is but a trifle, and yet if
every member of the Unjon were to confribute that and no
more-—though- T feel sure that there are a great many whose
~haritable heart and generous instincts will repudiate such a
narrow restriction—we may reckon on being provided with

“Rut it is not money slone that we want, or ugelul gifts -
which will save us as much money as their infrinsic vaiue
vepresents. More than money we heed warm and gympathetic
hearts and willing hands to carry on our work, and it is to
the Lady Members of the Unien, and their lady friends who
will also ultimately join the Union, that we look, and 1 am
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sure not in vain, for their valuable co-operation and kindly
help. Everywhere, in the United Kingdom, in the- United
States, in Holland, it is they who have shewn the greatest
enthusiasm for this holy work of saving and redeeming the
poor, the suffering, the fallen: i ig they who have achieved
the noblest #esults under their proud banner of “The Union
of those who love in the service of thoge who suffer”, The
largest and most successful of the Sium. Settlements—that
known as Hull Housge, in Chicago—is presided over by Miss
Addams, who is assisted by a numerons band -of ladies, who
have voluntarily abandoned the pleasures of society to devote
themselves to this philanthropic work.. The very first of
those admirable agencies ereated to brighten the: lives and
enlighten "the minds and purify the hearts of the ragged
children in London was the Passmore Edwards Social Settle-
ment, of which Mrs. Humphrey Ward is the leading spirit ;

and her example has been followed by ‘a good many ladies
~who have been instrumental in furthering the movement in ‘

various other centres. The President of one of tha widegt
and most ﬁourishing philanthropic instituiions in Holland—

The Society for Public Good—is at present, and hus been for
- I'believe weveral years, u Lady Doctor, whose name, 1 regret

to say, has escaped my memory., Apari from the conscious-

ness that in thug rendering service to the weak, the erring,
the unforfnnate, they are-engaged in a noble work, the practi-
cal realization of the highest law—the Law of Love—again
and again have some of these ladies {estified to the revital-
iging and spiritualising influence of- this work on themselvey
—in'the knowledge they obtain of human life under varying
conditions, in the mental culture and mental discipline they
aequire in fitting themselves for their work ag teachers, utthe
same time that their affections ave enlarged and thejr ByInyRi-
thies stimnlated to draw the members of Society more closely
together and unite them in bonds of mutial understanding
and fellowship. ~Now who will enlist in this work of making
others happy—<of scattering the seeds of joy and hope which
by and by will ¥pring up and blossom into beanty and fra-
grance where now all is darkness and despaiz™;  or in the
words of George Bliot— : o -
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That pureét ‘Hesaven, be to other souls
The cup of strength in some great agony,
Enkindle generous-ardour, feed pure love,
Beget the smiles that have no crm.altlay,
Be the sweet presence of a good chﬁ,l‘wed,
And in diffugion ever more intenge. i
' now up in a single sentence nearly all
 Allow me now fo sun-up in @ sng nfence ne L
of what T have been laboriously trying to say for _ﬂJe lust h01_1’1- ‘
—and which has been adoplted by the Y.ouiag W?men_ 5
Brigade in England as their motte—10 LOVE I8-70 SERVE,
AND.TO SERVE I8 TO SAVE.

THE DISUSE 'OF THE DUTCH LANGUAGE
. IN CEYLON.
[BY R. G. ANTHONISZ.]

‘A NYONE with the slightest knowledge of the etymology
_ of names would be struck by the lurge _numPer of Dutch
" surnames which belongto Ceylon families. From this eir-

“cumstance strangers who visit the Island, and more especially

the Dutch, naturally expect to hear the language of =-Hollarfd_
still spoken in the Igland. But it will be soon ayeertained tl_mt
not more than six or eight individuals among -a communisy
which counts some thomsands could make any pre-.
tence to .a knowledge of the langnage—a knowledge
gometimes of the barest Tudimentary character. At the same
time this discovery ig made the travelled stranges would also
note, on the other band, how many of {he racial characteristics
of the Dutch are still preserved by these people. Not only in
type or form of face and figure, hut also in ’{hosg 1?e0t111§r1tles
of character, expression, and movement, often d}ﬁlcult to. de-
scribe or define, these Ceylon Burghers, here referred to, bear
unmigtakeable traces of their Dutch descent, How then w
people of whose racial origin there can be no quebl_tmn'should
be almost entirely ignorant of the fanguage of their fore-
fathersis a problem that has long pussled, not onfy strangerr‘s to
the Island, but also its long residents and }ghubﬂants. This
problem wonld sgeem .to be the more difficult 10 solve in
view of the fact that, while the Dutch language hag fhus



30 THE JOURNAL OF THE.

almost entirely disappeared, Portuguese, which was introduc-
ed into Ceylon about a hundred and thiriy* years before the
Dutch came here, hag been in continual use now for well nigh
four hundred years, and is still spoken in a debaged form by

certain classes of the people, although of the European race to
whom it belonged searcely a trace now remains,

1t will be seen, however, when the subject comes to be

more closely~examined, that the existence of this former.

language was the canse, above all others, of Dutch having

failed to take a permanent place among the languages in- .

troduced into the Island. 1t will be seen that from first to
lagt it had to maintain an wunequal contest, against severe
odds, first with Portuguese, and next with English. The
nature of the contest in the {wo cases was different both in
character and circnmstances ; but the ullimate result, viz., the
retirement of Dutch from the field, may be traced tothe com-
bined influence of both adversaries,

It will be necessary in this inguiry to go back to the
time when the Duteh first came to Ceoylon ; for we findin the
circumstances then existing, and in the social organization
which followed npon those cireumstances, the key to the solu-
tion of the first part of our problerm, namely, the survival of the
colloquizl Poringuese among ceriain classes of the people,
after the lapse of nearly fonr hundred years, whereas Dutch,
ag & domestic language, has been entirely lost by the descend-
ants of the Duteh who settled here in the course of the next
century and half, .

It 1s a recorded fact that in the towns and strongholds
which the Dutch took from the Portuguese there were not
only a large number of Portuguese women, both of pure and
mixed descent, with whom many of the Duteh intermarried,

but there were sluves and domestics, chiefly of African and

Indian descent, whose language was a form of Portuguese

more or less corrupt.  The early Duteh settlers then who ecame

to live with and among these people had to acquire their
langnage. It was the language used for all domestic and
ordinary purposes. When, after this, from time to time,
Duteh men and women arrived from Turope, they were in
their turn compelled to learn the prevailing language, a lan-
guage the acquisition of which was vendered remarkably easy
by its liguid sounds, its freedom from grammatical restruints,
and the facility with which it lent iself to the absorption of
words from other langnages. Dutch childrea born in Ceylon
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learnt it from their nurses,and uged it as a home language with
greater freedom than their mother-tongue. It became in fact to
a great extent the domestic language in Dutchhouseholds. Itis
not to be supposed that this widespreud use of Portuguese, to
ihe exclusion of their own langudge, was viewed with uncon-
cern by the Dutch themselves. Their strong national gpirit

- was decidedly opposed to this alien linguistic influence,

But no attempts, if any were made, to stem the tide, appear to

- have proved effectual. A voice raised here and therein domes-

tic circles to weun the children from the inclination {0 speak

. Portugnese in preference to-Dutch could do little in a general

way ; nor did the Dutch schooly prevent to any sensible de-
gree the use of colloguial Portuguese in the nursery, the
kitchen, the workshop, the market, and the streel. - The con-
tegt for mastery between the Dutch and Portugugse Ianguagey
in Ceylon only regulted ih & compromise. \V.h]le D_1_:1t0h be-
came the gpoken and writien language of polite society, the
langnage used in the office, the platform, and 'the pulpit, a
form of Portuguese, in which a large proportion of Dufch
words had found admission, mellifluous in articalation and
foreible in expression, wag nged asthe mediam of convergation

. in familiar gossip and in the most intimate relations.

This is the state of thingg that existed here when the
Fnglish arrived in the lagt years of the eighteenth ceniury.
The contest now became one hetween Dutch and English;
but it was destined to be & short one. The pogition which
the hybrid Portuguese was to occupy had been, as- we
have sgeen, long seltled. It "was now a guestion
which +was to be the Ianguage of wpolite scciety among
the future generationsg of the Dutech Burghers of Ceylon-—
Duteh or Bnglish. The Dutch families which remained in
Ceylon after the capitulalion, of whom there were a consider-
able number, perplexed. in their minds as to whether they
were to conéinue to live in the Tgland and await the issue of
political evenls, or trangport themselves at once to Batavia,
had, during the first ten or-fifteen years of the Britishk rule,
little mind and less means and opportunities to look after the
proper education of their children. A few schools were still
maintained by the Dutch Consistories; but the men eroployed
in these ingtitutions were apparently i1l fitied to their task.
They were mostly remunerated by the very inadeguate fees
which were paid by the pupils, and had, many of them, to
purgue other employments to realise a sufficient income for
their maintenance. The methods of jeaching were of courge
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erude and unsystematic, so thattheknowledge 1mpa1 ted was oJ: a
most imperfect character. A horn-bodk or primér published in
Colombo during this period conveys some idea of the primitive
manner in Whlch it wag atfempted to convey the knowledge
both of letterd and of Divine truth to the infant mind.
Rhyme and doggerel were used o help the memory, of
which the following may be cited as a gpecimen :

Men miget in*h A, B..C., esrst wel zyn onderweezen,

TFer men in esnig Boek iets spellen kan of leeren,

Al wie in’s Heeren Naam begint

Die ward een Godbehanglyk Teind :

Hy helpe ons vroeg’ ende Taab .

_Tot all’ ons wérk ten eynde gaat,

These schools, s a.hea,(ly gtated, were chiefly under the

eontrol and management of the Dutch Clonsistories ; hut there

~were a few private schools as well.. That the lzberty to carry.
on thess private schools had come to be somewhat abused is
proved by the fact that the British Government in 1799 found
Hhsell under the necossity of passing a law o the effect that
“no peraon shall be allowed to keep a school withont license
Iust had and obfained,” and that, in the issue of thig licenge,
“ particnlar attention wasg to be pd.l(l to the morals Lmd proper
gualifications of the persous applying for the same”, In the
meantime the Consistorial Schools eame under the -general
gupervision of a functionary appointed by the British Govern-
ment with the title of Pringipal of Schools, The first person
who filled this office was the Revd. Jaumes Cordiner,
author of the well-known work on Ceylon. Although he
does not appear to have taken any direct measures o suppress
the Duich language, it is manifest that he gave it no encour-
agement. The FEnglish had naturally no love for the Dutch
language, and their proverbial repugnance to “Double Dutch”
can hardly be said to have tavoured the gpread or mainten-
ance of that language in a land which they were to govern
afier their own methodls, and for which parpose it was neces-
sary thot English should be the meédium. By a Proclama-
tion dated 20th Aungnst, 1801, the Dufch langnage was aboligh-

ed in the Courts of Liaw, which necessitated all thoge employed -

in these departments acquainting themselves with Engligh, Tt
wasin Mr, Cordiner’s successor, the Hononrable and Venerable
Dr. Twistleton, that the Dutch language here found jts most
strenuous opponent. He was a son of Lord- Saye and Sele,
a typical specimen, it may be said, of the eighteenth century
parson of high birth and position, a man of the world, to
whom fthe Divine ¢alling was more a matter of convenience
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than a sacred professmn After filling, from time to tlme, in
conjunction with his clerical duties, such secular posts as
Provincial Judge of Jaffnaand Sitiing Magigtraie of Colombo, -
he found himself,in 1807, Principal of Schools, with authorily
overthe ,ed.ucationai WDI’k of the Duich Consistories. Consider-
able i the correspondence which passed between those bodieg

© and himself ; and, that he was strong enough o carry oumi

such changes as he thounght desirable, is abundanily clear.
He had made up his mind that the Duich language musi be
guppressed, and he lost no opportunisy in taking measures to

© effect this object. Writing in 1813, with reference to a school

‘which the Duteh Consistory of Colombo proposed to establish,
he says : “At first | wag apprehensive that his projected school
wag for the purpose of perpetuating the Dutch language in
Ceylon, » language which I think ought not to be encouraged
here, but on the contrary should be allowed to die away.”
‘While guch was the influence at work in official guarters,
the national gpirit continned to shew itself, if even in a feeble
manner, among the people themselves. They seemed to be

.ag kéen that their langnage ghould survive ag the authorities

were determined to let it die away. Dr. Twigtleton, writing
on another cecasicn, complaing as follows against the Revd.
Mr. Palm, the Clergyman of the Dutch Church at Wol-
vendaal ; “1 must also observe that since the appointment of
the Revd. Mr. Palm to the Dutch flock I anderstand he has
excluded from communion all those of Dutch exiraction who
are not convergantin the Dutch langunage.” One is very much
struck by the pathetie picture that is here presented. Matters -
mugt indsed have arrived at a forlorn state when the pastor of
the church had to thus usge his infiluence o prevent the lapld
disappearance of the national tongue.

. Up to the Peuce of Amiens in 1802 the only Duich who
departed from Ceylon were the few prisoners of war, who did |
o under compulsion. The eivil gervants and their families and.
the great bulk of the people still remained in the Island.
‘From thig date a slow exodus began, and eontinued up to the
year 1807, when the Iast opportunity was offered {o these,

. NOW almost impoverished families, to remove themsgelves to

Batavia. The Dutch Government offered them a frée pass-
age, but were not in a. position to give them a general assur-
ance of employment on .their arrival there. The DBritish
(overnment in Ceylon, by their Agents n the various fowns
in the Island, had to call forlists; Lu, of those who were prepared
to go away, and 2nd, of those who decided to remain, and, in’
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the latter caie, also, for the reasons for the decision. Thig ig
hardly the place to comment on the painfal position in which
the Dutch families now found themselves, divided between
the desire to accept their country’s offer and the reluctance
o break away from the ties which bound them to this Igland.
The greatest disquiet prevailed, as the time allowed to malke
the choice was comparatively,short, At last, pressed. by the
Government to decide one way or the. other, 2 number of
- them sent np their rames, with those of their wives, children,
- and slaves, ag being ready to leave in one or other of the two
vessels then lying in the harbour, About an equal number
excused themselves on varions grounds, - Séme were foo old
to change their domicile and to travel beyond seas, ‘some had
no-time to put their affairs in order, and, in one eage, “the
creditors would not let him depart”! So great was the
uncertainty before them that in a short while large numbers

of those who had decided to go away declined to do so upon

farther deliberation, Of those who now took the oath of
allegiance to King George IT1. some obtained employment
under the British and set themselves to acquire a knowledge
of English, It followed, as a matter of course, that not only
promotion and advancement in the pervice, but even con-
tinuance in office, depended largely on the extent of this
knowledge. One oriwo of the Dutch gentlemen who received
appointments acquitted themsslves so well that they rose to
important . positions. The cageg may be mentioned of Mr,
Joan Gerard Kriekenbeek and Mr. Qornelis Arnoldus Prins,
Boelzhouders in the Duteh Company’s Service, who, at differ-

ent times, acted in the office of Advoeata Fiscal (mow Attorney-
General) under the British, Captain Schneider, of the Dutch -

Engineers, became Land Surveyor of the Colony, an office-
which corresponded to thai of Surveyor-General at the present
day. These, and others who had devoted themselves to the.
study of English and thus got preferment, set an example to
the younger generation of the Dutch, which. they wors .not
slowin endeavouring to follow. Every opportunity wasgonght
for acquiring a knowledge of the new language; and, it is eagy
t0 explain how, in the eagerness to learn English, and in the
scramble, for. Government employment, the ecultivation of
Dutch was neglected. It remained in general use among
those who had been under the rule of the Dutch East India
Company, and afterwards among their immediate descendants,
But the decline of the language had set in, and, althoungh it
lingered even up to our own day, with the older generation
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- of Dutch Burghers now passed away it was for a long time ©

locked apon as a half forgotien relic.of bygone. times. El:}g‘
lish. had now entirely superseded it asthe Ianguage of pol;te
society. ) : . ) )

. Whilgt this change was being -effected in. f.he‘ direction
pointed out, the use of the familiar. Poringnese was in no way

. restrained. It continued to be the colloguial langnage in the

olds of the best Dutch families. - The introductior& of
%;;sl?;lh -h:d in no way affected it, agit had never‘&brogght into
conflict with it, - The following case may be mentioned to
shew ‘what a strong hold it had in the dop}estlc circles of the.
Datch. Most of the Dutch Burgher families ha,ye, preserved
among old papers and relics, a manuscript booi.: in faded ink
called a Stam Boeck. 1t is a record of domestic occurrences
kept by the head of the family, sometimes handed down for
several generations. Often the regular record of mere names
and dates was varied by short narratives of events of more
than ordinary interest to the family. In one of these Sg_’am
Boeks, sbill carefully preserved, thereiy a pathetic narration,
by a father of an interview he had with a  beloved
daunghter at her.deathbed. The record is of course kept in
Dutch. After stating, in that language, the fact of his being
suommoned to the bedside, and having given expression to his
feelings of grief on the oceasion, he proceeds to set down. the
very. words which passed between him and his daughter.
The whole of the interview was in Poriuguese ! Bo also wasthe
conversation between him and his wife on the same occasion, .
It may be mentioned that the gentieman had been- an ofﬁcer
in the Dutch Army, and his wife was a Dutch lady of the high-
est clags born in the Island, while the daughter was married
to & European of a titled family,

Curiously enough, this language, which_the Dutch people
of a pasl generation found so difficult to dislodge, has now
entirely disappeared from the households of their descendants.
The Dutch Burghers of the prasent day, with the aid of im-
proved systems of education, have completely weaned their
children from any inclination to speak it ; and, to the younger
generation of the Dutch Burghers, Portuguese, in any. form,
is a wholly unknown tongue. It still prevails in the Island

- only among the people described by the Dutch as emébackis-
: lfea{m, a elgﬂs which, by the literal translaiion of this term, in-

to English hag come to be known amongst us as “mechanics™, -
This is but a brief sketch of the various inﬂuel.:lces at
work during meore than two hundred years, under which the
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Duich language has at length completely disappeared from
Ceylon. Had it not been for the previous introduction of
Portuguese, and its widespread use in the Island at the time
it came under the sway of the Netherlands Bast India Com-
pany, Dutch would probably have taken deeper root as the
domestic speech of the Ruropeans and their descendants ;
but what its fate would have been after the arrival of the
English i3 & mutter npon which more than one theory may
be offered. After the first decade or two of the Britigh
occeupation the Duich people in Ceylon lost nearly all touch
. with their friends in Holland and Java. In the absence of
any intercourse between them, and there being thus an end
to the importation of new books from Holland, the lan-
guage would probably have been gradually robbed of its
literary character. It would have continued to be the domes-
tic. langnage of the Dwtch Burghers,. who would naturally
have clung to it with a devotion which Portuguese could not
- inspire in their bresst; but we shonld then perhaps have wit-
nessed a state of things somewhat akin to what had taken place
in South Africa. We should then have had, instead of the
corrupt and hybrid Portugnese, a debased form of Dutch,
perhaps almost as corrupt.  On the other hand, considering
that the Dutch people in Ceylon were, unlike the Boers of
Houth Africa, a town people, living a civie life nnder educa-
tional influences, the use of the Dutch language may havein-
- duced them to maintain a communication with their kinsfolk
in Hoiland and Batavia, which, most likely, the loss of
their language compelled them to break. This intercourse
would have kepi alive in them more of the spirit of their
ancestors and a constant consclousness of their origin. There
isan old saying: ¢ He who knoweth not whence he came careth
listle whither ‘he goeth”; and the knowledge of ancestry

and of racial origin has often proved to be one of the most ]

powerful motives for emulation and virtnous condunet in jn-
dividuals and in peoples. The character of the Dulch

is. too well respected and their achievements as a people too”

well known for such u congciousness not to have had the
mosi, elevating effect upon the individuals of the community.
Under the British rule, where they have had the fairest
opportunities for their moral and social advancement, such a
gpirit and wuch a conseiousness would assuredly tend to inspire
them with high aud noble aspirations and to arouse in them
a proper senge of their duties and responsibilities lowards
themselves and {owards the state,
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' The.subject of the loss of their mother-fongue by 1.;he :
TDruteh Burghers of Ceylon is one, therefore, that opens a wide

" field for speculation. Whether it would be ever possible fo

revive it, and to what extent, and, if so, whether this would
be useful or desirable,are questions which cabnot be entered
into here. Whatever claims -the Dutch langnage may have
on the community on sentimental or other grounds, the stndy
of English and proficiency init must always demand a large

. ghare of their attention. It is amongst the greatest privileges .
. which the English rule has brought to'themn, that they have

been made acquainted with a- langnage the knowledge of

- which has opened to them the choicest and richest productions

of a literature that stands foremost amongst those of _Europe.

LIST OF SOME OF THE FOUNDERS OF
FAMILIES WHICH SETTLED IN CEYLON
FROM EUROPE DURING THE DUTCH
ADMINISTRATION A, D. 1640—1796.

fCoMpILED BY F. H, DE VOS, ADVOCATE.]

ALTENDORFE‘, Marten Lbdewyk-; bor'n_a?. Bgrlin. Arriyed
in-1730, in the Hogerswilde. Living in Ceylon circa
1730—489. :

ANDREE, ¥rederik; born at Sille.
,Living in Ceylon 1755—384. ‘ ‘

VAN ANDRINGA, Olke ; born at Enkhuizen ; son of Frgdenk
van Andringa and Jantje de Vries (married at
Enkhuizen, 16th February, 1743). Arrived cira
1770, Living in Ceylon 1770—1801.

THONISZ, Abraham ; born at Amsterdaql; son of Al?raham_

AR Anthonisz and Magdalena Du Pré.  Arrived in 1736
in the Westerwyk. Living in Ceylon 1736—1775.

ANGIER, Jan Jacob; born at Amsterdam. Arrived circa
1788. Living in Ceylon 1783—94.

AUWARDT, Jan Baptist; born af-‘(}hfnt.

©1750. Living in Ceylon 1750—70. o ‘

BELING, Johan Fredrik; born at Aurich. CArrived cirem
1774

Arrived ciren 1750,

Arrived circa
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BELING, William Carel; 'born. at -Aurich.  Arrived ciren

-1766. . Living in Ceylon 176680,

VON'BERGHEIM, Bernard Hendrik ;. born at Strasbourg. '

~Arrived circa 1764, Living in Coylon 1764—77.

DE BOER, Lourens; born at Amsterdam. ~Arrived -circa

-1796. :Living in Ceylon 1796—1814. ‘
BoGaARs, Henricus Ezekiel ;" born at Zierikzee. Arrived
cizea 1790, Living in Ceylon 1790—1811.

DE BORDES, Jacobus; born “at Amsterdam. Arrived circa

_ 1771. Living in Ceylon 1771—1781,
~ BORWATER, Jan Hendrik; born at Tiel. - Arrived circa
, 1771. Living in Ceylon 1771-—1776. )

DE BREARD, Marie Joseph Benjamin ; born at Rochefort ;
son of Nicolas Marcellin de Breard and Marie de
_ J%%%rﬁﬂe- Arrived 1788, Living in Ceylon 1788—

BROCHET DE LA TOUPERSE, Louis; boin ‘at Metz. Arrived
¢irca 1760.  Living in Ceylon 1760—

VAN DEN BROECK, Arnoud; born at Welgbeck., Arrived
eirea 1717, Living inCeylon eirca 1717—27.

BROHIER, Philippus Mattheus; born ag Jersey. Arrived
ciree 1786, Living in Ceylon circa 1780—98,

BUITENMULLER, Johan Godlieb; born a2t Ludwigsburg.
i&gr(%ved cirea 1796,  Living in Ceylon circa 1796—

'CAMP, Christisan ; born at Amsterdam, 20th March, 1745. -

iksr(z)-?ed ctrea 1796, Living in Ceylon circa 1796—

VAN CHARLET, ‘Jacob; born at Hardenberg. Arrived cirea

1725. Living in Ceylon 1725—33.0 . . '

CONDERLAG, Johannes; born at Hesge-Caggel.  Arrived
1782, Living in Ceylon c/7ca 17821796,

CONRADIE, Johan Fredrik; born at Kirckheim. Arrived
. ¢07¢a 1776, Living in Ceylon 1776—1302. o
CRAMER, Robertus: born at Amsterdam. Arrived cireg
1735.  Living in Ceylon 17351760, o
VAN CUYLENBURG, Wilhelmus Philippus ; born at Rosendaal
{Breda) 21st M?.y, 1718 ; gon of ‘Johannes van Cuy-
lenburg and Elisabeth Soest (married at Rosendaal,
26th February, 1704)." Arrived cirea- 1741, Living
in Ceylon 1741—¢32, R

'
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'DORMIEUX, Abraham ; born at Amsterdam ; and’ -bapﬁized

there 23rd Mareh, 1657 ; son of Jucobus Dormieux
and” Annetje Hendriksz van Grolshagen. Arrived
1676 in the Cronenburg. R .

DoRNHORST, Johan Christiaan ; born ot Ottendort (Bremen)
13th May, 1763. Arrived 1785 in the Sparenryé,

- Living in Ceylon 1785—1828, o

VAN DORT, Cornelis Jansz; born at Utrecht. Arrived 1700
in the De Bellois,  living in Ceylon 1700—40.

EBELL, Car] Fredrich; born ut New Ruppin, Arrived cirea
1773. Living in Ceylon 1773—1805.

- EBERT, Georg Godfried ; born at Aarneburg (Brandenburg). -

Arrived cirea 1725, Living in Ceylon 1725—42,
EPHRAUMS, C(oenraad * Christizan ; born at Amsterdam.
Arrived cizeq 1785, Living in' Ceylon 1785—1813.
ERFS0N, Johannes; born at Amsterdam. Arrived eirca 1738,
Living in Ceylon 1738—60, :
ESTROP, David Hendrik ; born at Osnaburg. Arrived circa
1774,  Living in Ceylen 1774—96.
ERNST, Georg Nicolaas; born at Neustadt on the Aisch
(Bg,va.ria). Arrived cirea 1777. Living in Ceylon
1785—
D'ESTANDAU, Jean Jacques David; born at Rynsberg.
Arrived cirea 1788. Living in Ceylon 1788—1815.
FELSINGER, Nicolaas; born at Obergestel, Arrived 1760 in
the Luxemburg, Living in Ceylon 1760—80, .
FALCK, Frans Wiilem ; born at Keulen ; son of Otto Willem
Falek and Constantia Margarela Meinertshagen.
Arrived cirea 1720. Living in Ceylon 1720—37. .
FLANDERKA, Petrus; born at Lankow. Arrived cirea 1703,
Living in Ceylon 1793—1820,

- FOENANDER, Samuel Pieter; born at Calmar, 4th March,

1753 ; son of Pieter Foenander and Elisabeth Marie
Hammer (married 3rd June, 1752). Arrived 1730
in the Bovenkerker Polder. Livingin Ceylon 1780—
1300.. - : B

FRYER, Coenraad Augusiinus Hendrik ; born at Gandersheim.
Arrived cirea 1789,  Living in Ceylon 1789—1800.

- FRANCKE, Adrianus Johannes; born at Sluys (Belgium);

and baptized there 21st September, 1734; son of
Johannes Francke and Maria Catharina van Beek-
huysen (married at St, Anna, Muyden, 31st October,



0 THE JOURNAL OF THE

1751) Arrived 1756 in the De Snoeck. Living in
. Ceylon 1756—73.
FRETZ, Diedrich Thomas; born at St Goar (Hesse-Cassel);
: son of Jan Frans Fretz and Anna Gertruida Herpel.
Arrived ciree 1763, - Living in Ceylon 1763—1815.

FRETZ, Frans Philip; born at Kirckheim. Arrived 1783 in -

the De Leviathan.  Living in Ceylon 1785—1820
Fropus, ~ Christiaan Lourens: born al Fredriecghall.
Arrived ¢irea 1738, Living in Ceylon 1738—350.
{70 be continmedy

SKETCHES OF_.DUTCH HISTORY.
[BY Mrss 8. PIETERS.]

INTRODUCTION. _

O subject ought to be of greater interest to Dutch

descendants, wherever they may find themselves, than the
story of the couniry which gave birth to their race. Iere
in Ceylon, while a knowledge of the histories of the ancient
world, of England and of Europe generally, is acquired by
students attending the various colleges and schools, they
are for the mogt part totally ignorant of the history of the
Netherlands, A knowledge of the events which have gone
$o build up that remarkable country and its people cannot
fail to be both profitable and interesting to the Dutch
Burghers of Ceylon, and an attempt to pregent them, in a briet
and suecinet form, with the principal points of interest on the
subject, could searcely need an apology.

Qur first instalment will treat of the earliest kmown
period of Dutch history, in which, ag in the histories of all
eountries, we will find curselves very mmuech surrounded by
the mists of a remote and somewhat conjectural past. As
weo proceed on the light of authentic chronicles will' furnigh
- us with more and more of the realily of events,

' PRE-CHRISTIAN ERA.-

THE EARLIEST KNOWN PERIOD.—A few centuries before
the birth of Christ only the eastern part of the Netherlands,
chiefly what is now known as the province of Drenthe,

was inhabited. Ita situation was higher, and it wag there-

fore safer and drier than the rest of the country, which was
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niarshy and often inundated by the sea. No records of this
period exist, but antiguarian research has furnished a
general idea of the aspect of the connlry and the character
of the people. It appears that the inhabitants were an un-
civilised race, living mostly by hunting; who knew the use
of fire, and made gome pottery of elay, They did not know
ithe use of metul, but made weapons of stone, such as axes,
knives, hammers, -chisels, balls for throwing, and arrows:
They cremated their dead, and covered the ashes with earth
or gtones. Pottery and gtone weapons, ag well as urns con-
taining ashes, most likely that of chiefs, have been found
ander the so-called Huncbedden, 7. e., giant beds or graves—
enormons groupd of rocks, resembling the Draid remains
at Stonehenge in England. A terrific floed, it is said, had
depopulated the Netherlands about B.C. 150, .

THE TEUTONIC PERIOD.—The neighbouring territory
wag at that time inhabited by the Teutons, who, inereasing
in number, and living by huniing, -fishing, cattle breeding,
and agriculture, found it necessary to extend their territory
and- gradually o push forward into the Netherlands from
the south and the east, driving before them the remnants
of the former race, who then retreated northward to Sweden
and other places. About B.C. 40 the northern parts of the
Netherlands were inhabited by Frisians, the eastern by
Saxons, and the southern by Franks. The Batavians, a tribe
of the Franks, dwelt in what are now called the provinces
of Gelderland and South-Holiand, and this name, Batavians,
is frequently applied to ihe founders of the Dufch race.
The new inhabitanis were somwhat more civilised than
their predecessors. They were strong and well-built, hos-
pitable and honest, and skilful as well as brave in war.
But they were rather too fond of their mead, a kind of beer
made of honey and barley. They were dlso given to gam-
bling, at which the freeman wonld gometimes even stake
the liberly of wife and children, who, if he lost, became the
slaves of the winner.

These slaves, but more often prisoners of war, and
people who lost their freedom through poverty or other mis-
fortunes, and sometimes also the women, were employed in
agriculture, by which they raised barley, corn, and flax.
They further reared pigs, sheep, cattle, and horses, the latier
chiefly for purposes of war. The wife looked after the house,
cooked the food, brewed the beer, and spun and made the
clothes for ilie family: the husband considered manual
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Iabour unworthy of a free man. His pleasure was in war;
and hunting, fishing, drinking, and gambling filled up his
time, . If the population increaged, and the land hecame in-
sufﬁment 1o provide rusienance for all, the young men had
o go and look for new fields.

In Gelderland and the higher provinces the houses and

huts were built on mounds ; but in the lowlands of Friesland

"and . Groningen the way of building was to dig a moa
round a piece of ground of about 4 or & acres sguare and to
raise a wall on the inner bank, The houses for the owners,
the huts for the slaves, and the sheds for the cattle were then
buili within this enclosure on piles driven into the ground.
The people were often subject to grest calamilies, such as
Hoods, sickness -among the catile, or failure of crops, when
famine and pestilence were the consequence. These misfor-
tunes foll most heavily on the poor among the freemens
becanse in these cireumstances the.rich wonld look rather
after their slaves than after their fellow freemen. -

Dark forests served them for temples, where they wor-
shipped the One Fyed Lord of the World, HWoden, his consort
Freya, the Goddess of light Aséara, the thunder God Donar,
and the War God Zy» or Zys. They also believed they were

under the influence of good and bad fairies and gnomes, who

inhabited the air, the streams, and the earth. The precept
“Honour the Gods, Do no evil, Be brave”, wag taught them

from their earliest youth. Thelr belief that all who died in -

battle would enter Walkailz, or heaven, made them fight
with indifference to death. The life there was only a continu-
ation of what the man valued here, the heroes drinking beer
out of the skulls of the enemies they had slain.

Matters of importance, such ag questions relatmg to
peace or war, and the choice of a leader or prmce (vorst)
were Gealf Wlth by general councils. This prince also
originally conducted publie worghip; but gradually these
religious functiony were transferred to the priests, who were
considered of higher rank than the people. - At 2 later period
they were also charged with the administration of the law,
and on that account bore the tite of ewasrdo, e, watcher of
the ewe, or law.

THE ROMAXN -TEU’I‘ONIC Per10D.~The - Romans, ad-
vaneing  northward, - had salready faken possession of
Belgium, and abOut. B.C. 40 entered the Netherlands.
They made an alliance with the Batavians, whoge loyalty
and courage obfained for fthem the noame of “Drothers
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and friends of the Roman People”. Drusus, a- Roman
genaral, the stepson of the Emperor = Augustus, resided
for some time in the country of the DBatavians, and,

' to promote agriculture, began the making of canals and

dikes to carry off and resist tha superfluous water coming
down along the rivers. One of these canals, connecting the
Rhine and the Ysel, is still known asthe Drusus Canal.
He graduvally brought all the other tribes in the Netherlands
mder subjection ; for the so-called alliances meant little else,
and ngually consisted of an agreement $o.supply soldiers, as
well as all kinds of necessaries o the Romans in order fo
avoid the horrors of war. By making roads, tracing canals,
and building strongholds, he was able fo make the comntry a

- provinee of Rome. He thus also laid the foundation for’ its

future civilisation. Some of his strongholds becames towns,
of which several still exist, such as Nymegen, Maastricht,
Utrecht, Leiden, ete. One of his castles, Briftenburg, was
gwallowed up by the sea, but its foundations huve from time
10 time been visible, and give an idea of the consiruction of
the Roman castles in the Netherlands.

The rule of the Romans became oppressive, and, in the
year A.D, 29, the Frisians revelted, without however gaining
any advantage. Forty years later the Batavians rose under
ohe of their brave leaders, known by his Roman name of
Claudins Civilis. FEach tribe in turn made an endeavour to
ghake off the Roman yoke, but always in vain. The only
result wag that they were so complstely subdued as to lose
their identity, and even their names are now forgotten. "The
otly exception were the Frisiang, who, perhaps becaunse they
were more numerous, and had continned to preserve their
national characteristics, are still recognised as a distinet race.

About the middle of the third century the Romans, who
were compelied 1o withdraw their troops for their own pur-
poses at home, were gradually superseded inthe Netherlands
by the Saxons from the éust and the Franks from the south.
The wars which were the consequence of these repeated
invasions, retarded, though they did not entirely preveni, the
progresg of civilisation. Forests had heen cleared, fields
cultivated, marshes made dry, rivers diked, and roads con-
structed to eonnect the towns. Bhips had been built, first
for the fisheries, and then for trade along the coast and the
inland waters; and a comuerce of some importance was
carried on along the Rhine and across the Ocean. ‘When the
new rulers gettled in the country they continued the work
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begun by their predecessors, which was rendered easy,
because the Frisians had, in some measure, kept up the irade,
while the Batavians had devoted themselves to agriculture.
THE FRISIAN-SAXON-FRANKISH PERIOD.—In  the
fourth - eentury the Netherlands were oceupied by the thiee
chief Teutonic races, viz., the Frisiang, the Saxons, and
the Franks. The smaller races at firet became absorbed

in these, and they, in their turn, gradually blended together

and becams the ancestors of the present Duteh race. It was
at this period that the foundaiion wus laid for the present
laws and customs of the people. Roughly speaking, the
Frisians lived in the North, the Saxons in what are now the
provinges of Overysel and Gelderland, and the Franks in the
South. There was litile difference amonrg them in the way
of living, in religion, in customs, and in manners ; and where
any variations did exist, they were of minor importance,
T'he communities were divided into two large classses : those
who were free, and those who were not free. Each eclass had
two subdivisions. The [réemen were either nobles or ordi-
nary free men ; the other class was divided into bondsmen
and slaves. The difference between these two was that a
bondsman, if he succeeded in earning a sufficient sam to pur-
chase his freedom, was aliowed to do so ; but a slave remained
80 always. A free mun could sue another free man or any
of the ofhers, but neither a bondsman nor = slave could
bring an action against a freeman., The latter classes were
also precluded from carrying arms and from attending the
Councils of the nation.

With the Franks it was held that all lund conguered in
war was the property of their kings. These then made grants
of land to their followers and adherents for life, in retwin for
their loyalty and the payment.annualiy of presents of catile,
venigon, weapons, etc. Property thus granted was called a
Loan, and the person o whom’ it was grauted Loanman, or
vagsal. The rich thus accumulated wealth, while the poor
hecame poorer. Their lives were miserable indeed, for they

had no hope or prospect either in this worid or the next ;
‘because even in-the Walhalla Woden's pleasure halls were
only open to heroes who died sword in hand or sucecumbed
to woundy received in hattles. This was the misery and des-
titution which Christianiiy at length came to brighten up and
reliave.

(70 b¢ continued.)
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SHORT NOTICES.

: . 1] - 3 . f a

- Dulch Architecture in Ceylon —This is the ftitle o
geries of illustrated articles coniributed to thfe Architectural
Review by the Honourable Mr. J. P. ngm, Government
Agent, Kandy. The writer’s well-known interest in Dutch

“antiquities and his repuiation as a scholar will be a sufficient

arantee that the subjeet has been treated in an appreciative -
g}])lirit and in a masterljy manner. We take this opportunity
of recommending these urticles to our readers as among
the most instructive and interesting contributions that have
recently appeared on a subject that must appeal to all Dutfch
descendants. We would be glad to see this subject sindied
to some practical purpose” amongst us, and may probably

- refer to it at greater length in a future number. In the mean-

time, as some of our readers may wish to read the artmleg
referred to, we may state that they appeared in the numbers
of the Architectural Review for September, 1‘902, Janunary,
1904, and August, 1907. Thege may be obtained frong the
Publigher, 6, Great New Streei, Fetter Lane, London, . C,,
or through any local bookseiler. N
Genealogies of Duich Burgher Families—We desire to
invite the atteniion of those who may be interested in this
subject to the valuable collection of genealogies and
armorial blasons which have appeared in the Dutch serial
De  Navorscher during the last ten years, cqmpﬂed_ by
Mr. F. H. de Vos of Galle, nuder the title of  Genealogische
en  Heraldische Aanieckeningen aangaande ]{o![afzdsc/ze
Familien te Ceylon”. The series is being siill continuned.
Past volumes and current issnes of De Navorscher may be
had from the present publishers: H.J.Van de Garde & Co,

Zalt-Bomme],
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) Mr. Maurits Wagenvoort—~This genfleman, who ocen-
pies a prominent place among Dutch writers and travel-
lers o_f the present duy, who spent about four menths in Ceylon
“tracing the fooi-prinis of his fathers™, left this on the Tth
January for Java via Singapore. On the eve of his departure
from Colombo he was entertained to a dinner by a large
number of his friends of the Dutch Burgher community.
He will probably visit Ceylon again early next yeur.

 Drowvan Dorf's Lecture on “Social Service”, of which we
give a very full abstract in our present issue, was delivered
ab the Lindsay Lecture Hall, Bambalapitiya, on the 22nd
February. The ehair wus taken by the Hon, Mr. F. C. Loos,

and the attendance inclnded a large mumber of members:

and their families.

- Meetings of the Committee—The monthly meetings
of the Commitiee were held on Saturday, the Ist Pebruary
aud 7th March respectively, The thanks of the members
of the Union are due to the Rev. D. Tweed, for the kind
couritey with which he has permitted the use of ' the
Lindsay Lectare Hall at Bambalapitiya for the purpose.
At the first of these meetings the By-Laws, which will be
found after the Constitution, at the end of this numbher, were
adopted, and the following Sub-Committees were appointed,
with the President, Secretary, and Treasurer as ex-officio
members :—

(1} - For Ethical and Literary Purposes.—Dr. W. G.
vanDort, Mr, Arthur Alvis, Dr, Andreas Nell, Mr. J. E,
Christoffelsz, Mr, Allan Drieberg, Dr. L. A. Prins, Mr. F. H.
de Vos, and Mr.J. R. Toussaint. '

(2)  For Purposes of Social Serviee—Dr. W. G. vanDort,
Mr. Arthur Alvis, Mrs. T (. Loos, Mr. E. A. vau der Straaten,
Mr, J. P. de Vos, Dr. Alice de Boer, Miss Aline van Dort,
and Mr. W. 8. Chrigtoffelaz.

(3)  for Purposes of Entertainment and S ort.—Mr,
P. D. Siebel, Mr, W. B, V. de Rooy, Mr. Colin Kriﬁekenbeek.
Mr. Heetor vanCuylenburg, Dr. L. A. Prins, Mr. Horace de
Kretser, and Mr. L. Maartensz.

A special Sub-Committee, composed of Mr. Arthur Alvig
Dr. 1. A. Pring, Mr. L. Maartensz, Mr. Allan Drieberg, Mr.
8. de Heer, and the Honorary Secretary, were appointed to
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- consider the quéstion of hiring or adquiring a2 house and
. premises to be used as an office and meeting-house for the

Unijon. :

- At the meeting held on the 7Tth March the following
new members were ballotted for and duly elected : Mr. J. R.
Grenier, Dr, F. V. Foenander, Mr. A. R. Kock, Mrs. Alce
. Dentrom (zee Woutersz), Mr. A. F. Koch, Mr. J. E. Rode,

Mr. A. G. Maartensz, Mr. H. A. Deatrom, Mr. J. &. Drieberg,

Mr. d. Schokman, Mr, W, H. Schokman, and Mr. C. L.
Wambeek,

- Sub-Committees.—The Sub-Committee for Purposes
of Bocial Service has already taken steps towards the form-
ation of a fund for charitable purposes, out of voluntary con-
tributions from members. Ag a first step in carrying out

‘some of its other important objects a committee was also

nominated of a few of the lady members of the Union, who
were t0 collect the names of thoge willing to join a class for
instruction in nursing, hygiens, first aid in accidents, etc.

. The Sub-Committee for Ethical and Literary Purposes
was chiefly ocenpied during the past few months with the
gubjeet of the journal. A circular was also issued to members,
giving intimation of the proposed formation of clasges for the
gtudy of the Dutch language.

The Speelal Committee appointed for the purpose of
considering the guestion of hiring or acquiring a house and
premises for the Union formulated a scheme, which was
placed -before the members. ~ Tt was left optional with them
to join or not in one or both of the proposals submitted.

Dy, Hendrick P. N. Muller, late Envoy Extraordinary
and Congul-General from the Netherlands to the Orange
Free State, was on a short vigit here on his way to
Singapore, where he ig to fill the office of Consul-General till
about August next. = He left by the Austro-Hungarian
gbearmer on the 30th March. He fook the opportunity of
calling and making the acquaintance of some of our members,
and was deeply inferested in the Duteh Burgher Union.

This ig the third Dutch Consul-General who has been
visiting Ceylon within the last few months. Mr. W. L.
Bosschart, Consul-General at Melbourne, passing through with
his wife and family in November, was eniertained to fea at
the houge of one .of our members, where they met gevera]

: ~ Duteh Burgher families,
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Mr. vander Hoop, Consul-General at Caleutta, made a
brief official vigit in December, and met a few memberg of
the Union.  He also took the opportunity of attending the
Christmas Service at Wolvendaal Church,

EDITORIAI, NOTES.

A special section will be devotied in fabure issues to “Notes
and Queries ", open fo all members who have guestions o ask and
information o furnish on points of logal, historieal, or general interesh
to the community. It is hoped thai members will avail themselves
of this opportunity for seeking information, or for throwing light
on mafters which have hitherto been Iittle known or understood. In
this manner we hope to colleet a rich storehouse of information of
permanent value.

The article by Miss Pieters —* Sketches of Dutch History™—will
be continued in fulure issues until the subject iy exhausted. We
make no excuse for giving our readers these historical digscourses, as
we believe the subject is one which few of them have hitherto had
the opportunity for studying, and it is one which ought to be of the
deepest interest fo them.

Mr. F.H. de Vos “ List of Some, of the Founders of Families™
will also be continued, and be added fo from fime fo time
as he proceeds on with the arrangement :md completion of his
valuable notes on this subject.

In our next issue will appear 8 genealogy of the Van Ranzow
family, compiled by Mr. F. H. de Vog, being the first of a series which
he hopes to contribute from time fo time to the pages of the Journal.
The genealogles selected will be those of widely known families, both
extinet and extant, which are c&lcul&ted o be of general interest to
the eommunity.

The Honorary Secretary of the Union has received from time to
time nambers of nawspapers and periodicals published in Holland
and Batavia, confaining appreciative articles- on the subject of the
Dutch Burgher Union. We mention the following, and take this
opportunity of thanking the Tditors for their courtesy :—

Neerlandia (organ of the Algemeen Nederlandsch Verbond),

Zaanlandsche Courant,

Bataviaasch Nfbemvsblud

De¢ Niewwe Courant,

Zondagsblad der Oprechie Haarlemsche Courant.

The first and last of these had beautiful reproductions of the photo -

‘group which forms our frontispiece,

THE
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THE DUTCH BURGHER UNION OF CEYLON.

CONSTITUTION. -

[ADOPTED 18TH JANUARY, 1908.]

Name 1. This Union shall be ealled “THE DUTCH
*  BURGHER UNION OF CEYLON".

Cbject. 2. The object of the Union shall be:

(&) To promote the moral, intellectual, and social well-
being of the Duteh descendants in Ceylon.

(&) "To inculecate in the minds of the youth of the
community prineiples of self-help, self-reliance, and thrift; to
fogter and encourage by financial aid, when necessary,
 talent and industry in those who are deserving; and to

relieve, by charitable hielp, distress and want among those of
* the communily who may be in destitote circumstances.

{¢) To revive and conserve some of the wusefnl and
beneficial customs of the Duich ancestors of its members;
and to promote the study of the Dutch langnage among them.

{d) To promote and foster a feeling of fellowship among
its membery, snd to draw their families into closer associa-
tion with each other.

(&) To gather by degrees a library for the use of the
Union composed of all obtainable books and papers relating
t0 the Duich occupation of Ceylon, and standard works in
Duteh literature. )

(/) To canse to be prepared and read at meetings of iis
memberg, or printed and published, papers, essays, efc., on
questions relating to the history and origin of the Dutfch
Burghers of Geyion, and to publigh the genealogzes of Dulch
families now in Ceylon.

{g) To prepare and publish a memorial histery of the
Dutel jn Ceylon descriptive of their soctal life and customs,
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their methods of administration, and the influence of these
upon existing ingtitutiong in the Island.

(£) To consgider and discuss any other matters kindred to
the above enumerated objects which may commend them-
gelves to the Union,

Membars 3. Any Duteh descendant of full age, and of
i respectable standing in the community, shall be .
eligible a8 & member of the Unicn. The term “Dutch de-

" geendant™ shall include the descendants in the male line of

all those of Enropean nationality who were in the service or
under the rule of the Duich Fast India Cempany in Ceylon,
and the children of such descendants in the female line by
marriage with Kuropeans.

4. A President, a Secretary, and a Treagurer

Offeers. 1211 be chosen by the vote of the majority of the

members pregent ab each Annual General Meeting, and ghall
hold office for one year or until their successors are appointed.
These and 45 other members, who shall be similariy chogen

" at the same time, and of whom at least 15 shall, if available,

be membeirs non-resident in Colombo, shall form the
Committee.

: 5. (&) The President, or in his absence
Puwersa?ﬁnd Duties any mgai%ber who may be elected by those

of Officers. present, shall take the chair at all meestings
of the Union. 'The Chairman shall bave, in addition to
his vote ag a member, & casting vote in case of an equality of
votes. He ghall exercise the usnal funciions of a presiding
officer ; and, in all cases of dispute, doubs, or difficulty artsing

" out of mathers of procedure or order, the decision of the
~ Chairman shall be final and conclusive.

(&) The Secretary shall notify each member of the Comn-
mittee of the meetings of the .Committee, and the members
of the Union of every meeting “of the Union, issue all other
authorized notices to members, make and keep a true record
of all meetings and of all standing cominittees, have custody

of its constitution, by-laws, and seal, and conduet its corres-
pondence. He shall also act as lelarmn, and have the
keeping  of all books, pamphlets, manuscripts, and articles
pertaining to the Union.

{¢) The Treasurer shall collect all monies, defray all

. .authorized charges out of the funds of the Union, and keep
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regular accounts thereof, which shall be subject to the
examination of the President and members. He shall sub-
mit at each Annual Meeting a stafement thereof, duly
andited by an auditor appomted at the plewous Annual
Meesting. ,

(d) The Commiiteo shall have general charge of the
affairg, funds, and property of the Union.

{¢y The Committee shall have power to fill any vacancy
which may occur among the officers (other than President)
and committes members for the unexpired erm of office
vacated.

(/) The Cominittee shall cause to be prepared annually

a detailed statement of the financial condition of the Union,

showing its receipts and expenditure for the current year,
the number of members, and other matters of general interest
to the Union, %0 be read at the Annual Meeling. '

(g) The Committee shall, from time fo time, make by-laws
for the carrying out of the objects of the Union, provided
they are not inconsistent with the rules herein contained,
and ghall -appoint from among themselves gub-committees for
(1) Hthical and Literary purposes, (2) Purposes of Social
Service, and (3) Purposes of Entertainment-and Spork.
Each Sub-Committee shall consist of at leagt ten members,
four {o form a quorum, who shall report to the General
Committee the work done during each month.

6, () Members ghall be elected by ballot of
Membership. the Committes only. C(andidates for admission
must be proposed by one member and seconded by another,

and the member proposing a candidate shall state in writing

the name of the person proposed, his occupation, place of
residence, and his qualifications for membership in the form
hereto annexed copies whereof shall be supplied by the
Secretary.

(6) "The name of every candidate, with those of his pro-
poser and seconder, shall be sent to the Secrstary ot least
15 days, and by him submitted to the Commitiee at least 10

days, before he is ballotted for. No candidate shall be -

elected unless he receives an afﬁlmwtwe vote of ot least six-
sevenths of those present.

(¢) The admission fee shall be Re. 1, and the subseription
not less than Rs. 5 per annum, payable in advance on or
before the 31st Murch of each year, or, if preferred, in twelve
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monthly instalments of not Iess than 50 cents, payable on or
before the 10th day of each month,

(¢) - The Committee shall have power by a vote of at least
two-thirds of thefr number o suspend or forfeit the member-
ghip of any member for conduct on hig part likely in their
opinion to endanger the welfare, interest, or character of the

- Union, an opporfsumty being first given such member to. he

heard before a meeting in his defence,

{¢) Any person who shall cease to be a member of the
Union shall forfeit all right or interest in the property of the
Union.

Meetings, . 7. {(2) The Annual Meeting of the Union shail
83 bo held in the month of February.
{(#) No Special Meeting of the Union shall be called at
any time except by order of the President, with the approval
of the members of the Committee, or by the Seeretary when-

‘ever the President shall be thereunfo requested in writing by

12 members setting forth the purpose of such meeting. At
any such Special Meeting no business other than that speci-

fied in the eall shall be congidered. At least 15 days’ notice

ghall be given to the members of all meetings of the Union.

(¢) The General Meeting of the Union ghall be held in
‘Colombo.

{d) The Committee shall meet at least once a month,
geven members to form a quorum.

(¢) If on the day fixed for any Special General '\/Iee{‘.mcr
there shall be less than 50 members present, no buginess
shall be transacted, and the meeting shall stand adjourned to
.guch date as those present shall decide mpon, and notice
tUheI"eof shall be given by the Secretary to the members of the
-Union.

3. All notices shall be sent to such address as

Notices. shall be left with the Secretary, If no address be

- 80 given, such notices shall be sufficient if addressed $o the

member at his last known place of residence or place of
business,

9. The rules herein contained, save and.

nm‘i:dtt;:"ts except Rules 1 and 3, which shall not be subject
" Bonstitution t0o amendment, may be amended by an affirma-

{ive vote of two-thirds of the members pregent
at the Annual or any Special General Meeting, but no
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amendment shall be considered except on the recommendation
of the Committes or upon the written request of at least
12 members of the  Union, and after notice of any proposed
amendment at least 15 days before the meeting at which it is
intended to be considered.
rn T H

Dissolution. 10. The Union shall not be dissolved except by
" Union then resident in the Island.

:  [Fonm A.]
APPLICATION FOR MEMEERSHIP,

3 wvote of nine-tenths of all the members of the .

1. Full name of applicant : }

2. Date and place of birth : }

3. Profesgion or occupation : }

4, Name. of father : } :

- of mother, and date of

5. Name and maiden name
marriage of parents :

6. Descent :* }

*Here fu.rnish the; uame of grandpareunts, and, where avaiiable,
other information of & genealogical ‘nalure relating fo themn
and to remoter ancestors, !

Date of Application

Signature

Residence
or
“Postal Address

Proposed by
Seconded by

BY-LAWS OF THE _
‘DUTCH BURGHER UNION OF CEYLON.

'L - Oeder’ of Business.

At all meetings of the Union the order of business shall

' be ag follows :—

(1) Reading the minutes of the previons meeting.
{2} Reports of officers. '
(3) Election of officers.

(4) Reports of committees.

(5) Miscellaneons business.

(6) . Adjonrnment,

‘I1.  Meetings of Committee.
The Committee shall hold stated meetings on the first

-Baturday of ezch month, unless otherwise notified.

Special meetings of the Committes may be called by
order of the President; or, in his absence, by the Secretary,

: TTi. Proof of Descent.

Before being voted upon for membership each candi-
date shall furnish satisfactory proof of his pedigree in the
form-provided under Rule 6 of the Constitution; and the

- . Committee shall cause proper enquiry to be made thereinto,
" and ghall, if neeessary, obtain such further information on
- the subject ag would enable them fo decide the question of

eligibility. All references in regard fo this subject shall be

. desmed to be of a confidential nature.

IV, Records.

 The following records shall be kept =—
1. An Alphabetical Index giving the full name, ocenpa-

.. tion, residence, and date of enrolment of each member.

2. A Register giving particulars relating to the birth,

family, and,descent of each member, under the following
‘heads r— '

(1) Date and place of birth.
(_2) Name and occupaﬁion of father,
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Name and maiden name of mother,
Date of marriage of parents.

(5 Names of paternal and maternal grandparents.

(6} A genealogy of the family as far as it can be
traced.
(73 Date of marriage and name and maiden name
of wife, or, in the cage of a married lady, her
- maiden name and the name of her husband.
(8) Numes and dates of birth of children. )

(9) Marriage of children.

{10y  Other particulars.

Rach member of the Union is required to notify to the
Honorary Secretary, for the purpose of being recorded in the
toregoing Regzhtex, the occurrence of every birth, nmumge,
and death in the family.

Certified exiracts from the Records of the Union shall
be turnisked to members wpon application on payment of a
reagsonable fee to be decided by the Goxnmlttee

V. Annual Meetings.

The annual meeting of the Union shall be held in the:
month of February, on a day o be fixed by the Cownmittee,
at such place and hour ag the President shall appoint; and ag
least ten daye’ notice thereof shall be given in one or more of

the logal newspapers.

VI. Sub-Committees and Appointment.

All Sub-Committees shall be appointed by the General
Commitiee, unless gpecially named in the resolution ereating
the Commitiee; and each “Sub-Committes shall choose its
own Chairman, The Sub-Committees shall be for -—

(1) ‘Ethical and Literary Purposes. '

(2) Purposes of Secial Service.

(3)  Purposes of Entertainment and Sport.
VII.  Sub-ommittee for Ethical and Literary Purpases.
The duties of the Snb-Committee for Lthical and the-
rary Puarpoges shall congist of the following :—

(1) To cause to be prepared and rend at meetings of the
members papers, essays, efc., on subjects bearing upon the
objects of the Unien. Seven days’ previous no’mce of such
meeting, with the subject of the paper to be read, the name of
the lecturer, eto., shall be given to each member, such mest
inga being restricted to members and their families only.
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. {Z) To publish a Quarterly Jowrnal, eontaining papers,

oo illustrations, notes, genealogies, and lefbers, and a summary

" of the principal news of the guarter relating to the objects of

the Union.

One of the mnembers of the Sub-Committee shall be

Editor of the Journal,

- ' The Journal shall be sent post free to each member of
« . the Union for o yearly payment to be fixed by the Sub-Com-

" ‘mittee. The Sub-Committee may present copies of the Jour-

: nal to learned or kmched societies and distingnished indivi-
- duals.

The rate of subscription to non-members shall be double

. i}he rate fixed for members.

H . To organize classes for the study of the Dutch lan-
~.gnage (a)y among aduli members desirous of pursuing it
wstudy, and (#) among the children of members; and to pro-
- vide the necessary books and publications upon payment of
their cost.
: There shall be two separate classes for children, viz.,
“an elementary cluss open to children under 12 years of age,
- and an advanced clags for thosv preparing for the Cambridge
- Local Examination,
: The Committee may also place fucilities in the way of
individunal members who may be desirous of acguiring the
" language by selt-study.

. VIIL  Sub-Gommittee for Purposes of Social Service.

(1) The Sub-Committes for Purposes of Social Service
ghall devote their attentien chiefly to the amelioration of the
condition of the poorer classes of the community—stheir moral
even more than their material condition——by the employment
of such ageneies and the instrumentality of such means us
will tend to Toster habits of indusivy, thritt, and self-reliance,
and fhus enable them, and their children especially, to help
themselves, and nltimately to help others.

(2) To ecnable the Sub-Commitiee to be in tonch with
" these classes, and to establish for thelr assistance sand relief a
properly organized scheme of social service, a Regisier shall
be kept of the names of such families as may be recommend-
ed to the Sub-Lomuniitee by any of the members as being
degerving of special refief, and it shall be the duty of the &ub-
Committes to appohit visitors from among the members to
enquire info the circumstances of each cuse,
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(3) A fund shall be specially created—to be called the

“Hpecial Soeial Service Fund”—for the realizaiion of the

. uvbjects of thisbranch of the- Union, viz., the physieal, mental,
and moral training of the younger children of these families,

and the eduneation.-of the adult members in various arts and

crafts, which would help them to procure remunerative em-
ployment, and, at the same time, by means of practical lessons
in domestic economy, cookery, nursing, hygiene, first aid in
accidents and emergencies, efc., to render both young and
old more useful as members of soczety, and more helpful to
each other in the varions duties of homie life, by previding

against wastefnl; reckless, and improvident habits, which are-

the main sources of the destitution and misery which prevail
among these classes,

(4) The reanagement of this fund shall be iu the hands
"~ of a special Sub-Commitiee to be appointed by the General
Committee from among the meirbers of the Social Service
Sub-Committee, of which Sub-Committee the President,
Secretary, and Treasurer shall be ex officio mmembers.

I1X. Sub-Committee for Purposes of Entertainment and Sport.

It shall bethe duty of the Sub-Committes for Purposes
of Entertainment and Sport to muke arrungements for the
holding of social functions and periodical entertaininents,
and also to provide for the celebrasien of annual festivals.

R
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LIST OF MEMBERS.
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