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A PLAQUE TO MARK DUTCH GRATITUDE, 
None, possibly not even the most critical, will cavil over the 

ceremonial formalities and the service held at the Wolvendaal 
Church on the 13 th. of February last. The t ru th is that the occasion 
and the simple ritual were not the anachronisms we so often see 
today—staged to have effect upon the popular imagination and to 
compel respect for national institutions. Here, rather, was an un­
expected gesture of good-will both intimate and close in its relations 
to contemporary life. I t is hardly possible that even the 200-year 
old history piled around the Wolvendaal Church can offer a more 
spontaneous instance of remembrance and gratitude than that which 
this occasion connotes. 

The spark which kindled this happy event is to be found in the 
following letter "which the Scribe of the consistory of the Dutch 
Reformed Church in Ceylon received some time about the end of 
last year:— 

November 13th, 1950. 
' 'Wolvendaal" Church of the Dutch 'Burghers, 

Colombo, 
Ceylon. 

Dear Brethren in Christ, 
lb is after some correspondence with the Army, Navy and Air 

Force authorities in Great Britain that a plan made by the Protes­
tant Churches in the Netherlands could be executed: this plan that 
in those Churches in Great Britain and Ireland who had given a 
warm welcome to Dutch soldiers, sailors and airmen during and 
immediately after the war, a memorial tablet would be presented 
"*"»"'issing the warm gratitude of the said Dutch Protestant 
C \ .-cbes for this great and efficient help. 

Ibis being done, the Dutch Navy authorities asked our atten-
I u I for tfye "Wolvendaal" Church of the Dutch Burghers in 
('•'. "mbo, Ceylon, which ought certainly also to be considered be-

■ i 3 of their warm and very sincere help extended to our country-
11 ■ , who came there during and after the war. "We are very thank-
i il ar their information and are happy tha t we may now offer your 
'"'.u-eh a memorial tablet in order to express our thankfulness to 
mi- Brethren in Colombo, 
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We hope an opportunity may be found to give the tablet a place 
in your Church. Since there is no possibility that the Chairman or 
the Secretary of the Executive Committee come over for the presen­
tation ceremony, either the Commander or one of the officers of the 
Boat that brings the tablet to you will read this letter and deliver 
the plaque to you, thus strengthening the ties between the "Wol­
vendaal" Church in Colombo and the Churches in the Nether­
lands. 

With warm greetings, 
on behalf of the Executive Committee, 
the Chairman and Secretary of the 

General Synod of the Netherlands 
Reformed Church; 

H, J. £\ WESSELDIJK, 

This letter was read in the course of the ceremony to the large 
crowd assembled in Wolvendaal, by Naval Chaplain H. Van Beek, 
of the Dutch Destroyer Tjerk Hiddes. The Dutch Commander, ). 
Haentjes, then thanked the congregation in the English language 
for all thair kind service and presented the tablet to the senior elder 
of the Wolvendaal Consistory, Mr, Kenneth de Kretser, The ins­
cription on ifc read: 

"To the Glory of God and in grateful remembrance of 
generous hospitality bestowed on the Netherlands 'sai lois , 
soldiers and airmen during their stay in the United King­
dom, Annos Domini 1940—19-17 this tablet was presented 
by the Protestant Churches of the Netherlands. ' I was a 
stranger and ye took me in '" . 

The Revd. John 0. Schuring, a predicant of the local church, 
conduoted a short bilingual service in which God's Name was prais­
ed for the happy event and for the opportunity of service which was 
granted the Dutch Burghers by the presence of the Dutch military, 
naval and airmen during and after the war. A word of welcome 
was extended to the naval men in their mother tongue asking them 
to convey greetings and gratitude to the Protestant Churches of 
the Netherlands for this beautiful tablet and assuring them that 
the privilege of service to their men was reward sufficient, and that 
if the future brought their men to our shores again a hearty welcome 
awaited them in homes, churches and clubs, 
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Readers of the Journal will be interested to learn that it was 
Capt. S. Dobbenga, R.N.N., a very keen member of the Union during 
his stay in Ceylon, who brought the services which had been held in 
Wolvendaal Church to the notice of the General Synod of the Dutch 
Reformed Churches in the Netherlands. Capt. Dobbenga often 
occupied the pulpit at Wolvendaal Church during the absence of 
the Naval Padre Lindeyer. Capt. Dobbenga is now the Officer 
Commanding, Naval College, Hilversom, Holland. 

The plague, which appears to be of Delft tile, will doubtless 
be plinthed, in due course, on the walls of the old Church of many 
memories. 
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WHAT CAN WE LEARN FROM BIOGRAPHSES? 
By 

l a t h e J a n u a r y n u m b e r of t h e D u t c h B u r g h e r Union Journa l , 
t h e r e appea red a ske t ch of t h e life of F a t h e r Berenger . The perusal 
of t h i s in t r igued me, and se t me t h i n k i n g , and asking myself " 'What 
c a n we l e a r n from B i o g r a p h i e s ? " To t h i s ques t ion w h a t b e t t e r 
answer , w h a t more express ive t h a n t h e s e exquis i te l ines of t h e im­
m o r t a l Amer ican Bard , Longfel low. 

" L i v e s of g rea t men all r e m i n d us 
We can make our lives sub l ime , 
And depa r t ing leave beh ind us 
F o o t p r i n t s on t he s ands of Time 

F o o t p r i n t s t h a t p e r h a p s a n o t h e r 
Sail ing o'er life's so lemn m a i n , 
A for lorn and ship wrecked b r o t h e r 
Seeing, shal l t ake h e a r t again " 

or, equally h e a r t e n i n g t he se l ines from one whom I c a n n o t recall to 
mind—probab ly t he Ed i to r m a y — i 

" T h e h e i g h t s by1 great men reached and kept 
Were no t a t t a i n e d by sudden flight, 
B u t t hey , while the i r companions s lept , 
W e r e toi l ing u p w a r d s in t he n igh t . ' ' 

H a w very s t i m u l a t i n g ! B u t w h a t of my own impress ions aa 
to w h a t we may lea rn from B i o g r a p h i e s ? H e r e t h e y are for what 
t h e y are w o r t h . We c a n lea rn first to g a t h e r from t h e experienci 
of o t h e r s knowledge for ourselves , t o know how to fashion ant 
mould our own lives. We learn from t h e c h a r a c t e r of good an( 
bad men t o feel and sympa th i ze w i t h the i r l abour s and t r i a l s , wi t l 
t h e i r s t rugg les and difficulties, and t o rejoice and be h e a r t e n e d ai 
t h e i r a c h i e v e m e n t , and t h e successes which have u l t ima te ly in mosi 
i n s t a n c e s crowned the i r indefa t igab le efforts. 

The unb ia sed s c r u t i n y , t h e careful ana lys i s of t h e lives of other* 
especially of g rea t men , in any sphere in every walk of life—be the ; 
men of peace or war , m e n of t h o u g h t or act ion, be t h e y s t a t emen 
poets or i nven to r s , explorers , p h i l a n t h r o p h i s t s or advoca tors : artist*< 
miss ionar ies or even a d v e n t u r e r s — t h e s tudy of t he i r l ives shouli 
s t i m u l a t e and encourage us, to apply ourselves di l igent ly in tb( 
pu r su i t of w h a t is r i gh t , good and noble , and t o avoid wha teve r i' 
wrong , ha rmfu l and selfish. Thei r indefa t igable labours , t h e i r pain-
and anx ie t i e s , t he i r self-denial, t h e con t r ad ic t ions and oppositions-
thg s l ande r s and ca lumnies , which they m e t and overcame, ere the : 
revoked t h e goal of t he i r ambi t ion , and were rewaided. with success 
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usfc be for us a s t imu la t i ng urge, a prodding incen t ive , to re ly 
ord on our own efforts, backed up by indomi tab le pe r seve rance , 
bther t h a n depend on the he lp and p a t r o n a g e of t he r ich , or on t h e 
niies and ca res ses of t h e g r e a t — m u s t be for us a spur or b r igh t 
;ampie to ach ieve some th ing wor thy of ourselves , some th ing bene-
jial to mank ind a t large, and helpful to our ne ighbours , 

And wha t of t he i r fa i lu res? The i r fa i lures and such failures 
'fcer aii, have been few, very few indeed—should in no way discou-
ige or depress us, nor damp our a rdour , or s ty le or energies! or 
ssen our e n t h u s i a s m , bu t should on t h e c o n t r a r y be a fu r the r 
tcentive, a g rea te r reason for us to press forward wi th renewed 
igour, and to go ahead wi th ferver and redoubled e n t h u s i a s m ; No , 
iiilure, even repea ted fai lure, should never be t h e end of effort on 
ie cont ra ry , fai lure again should be t h e discipl ine to guide us by 
simulating us to f u r t h e r t r i a l s , to g r e a t e r effort. I t should br ing 
at the more our h idden t a l en t s , rouse o u r ' d o r m a n t energ ies , and 
iudle anew our e n t h u s i a s m a n d evoke our bes t powers , and urge , 
ash, ca r ry us on, onwards t owards v ic tory , t ownrds se l f -cu l ture , 
ili-control, and in t he g r o w t h of knowledge and wisdom. We mus t 
a buoyed up by t h e t h o u g h t t h a t failure conquered by pe r seve rance 
ihdeed s o m e t h i n g to be real ly proud of, for in no s ingle i n s t a n c e 

o we fiud t h a t success had ever c rowned t h e efforts of any real 
reat man a t h is first a t t e m p t . 

Again in g lean ing guidance , knowledge, wisdom for ourselves 
'om the exper ience of o t h e r s , from the l ives of g rea t men , we 
lonld no t pay so much a t t e n t i o n to success or fai lure per se, bu t 
eshould r a t h e r s tudy t h e a im and e f for t , the courage and pa t ience 
ie fort i tude and perseverance displayed by t h e m , r a t h e r t h a n t h e 
isnlts obta ined. 

Remember—• 

"And oft Advers i ty is life's bes t t e a c h e r ; 
'Tie n o t in mor ta l s to c o m m a n d success, 
B n t we'll do more S e m p r o n i u s 
We'll deserve i t . " 

I t is t h u s t he spi r i t , t he mot ive which a c t u a t e s these men in 
ae discharge of t he i r du t i e s t h a t should be an example in t h e s t u d y 
f b iographies—not so m u c h t h e i r success ion or fai lure. We should 
sarn from t h e m w h a t app l ica t ion and dil igence can do—Then we 
aould be undaun ted by difficulties, and t h a t t he seemingly uncon-
uerable obs tac le s , t h e a p p a r e n t l y i n s u r m o u n t a b l e ba r r i e r s , all go 
own like "n ine p i n s " , mel t a w a y l ike dr iven snow before indomit -
ble perseverance.- N o t " Labor omn ia v i n c i t ' ' as often misquoted , 
u t -as Virgil rea l ly , ' ac tual ly , p u t s i t — " L a b o r improbus omnia 
inc i t " , i.e., Indomitable l abour conquers ALL. by p a t i e n t f o r t i t ude 
rid immense, ene rge t i c work., R e m e m b e r t h e oft r epea ted hack-
eyed, tho ' vulgar tag—-" Success is 1 per c e n t i n sp i r a t i on and 99 
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per cen t "persp i ra t ion , 1 ' And t h u s we m u s t seek , ' above all from the i r 
l ives to mould , to form, to e levate our own c h a r a c t e r s in our own 
dal ly avoca t ions however humble they may be k n o w i n g full well, 
t h a t w i thou t c h a r a c t e r , t h e loft iest p innac le , t h e Olympian he igh t s 
in worldly success and g randeur , is less t h a n n a u g h t and wor th 
no th ing . 

Before concluding let me i l l u s t r a t e by a few examples t a k e n at 
r a n d o m w h a t indomi tab le perseverance , sheer force of will can 
achieve, even by t h o s e who had no claim to t h e seeming advan tage 
of b i r th , r ank , wea l th , influence, e rud i t ion or t h e pa t ronage of t he 
g rea t . and m igh ty . 

I n t he se days of b o t h H o t and Cold war-l ike p r e p a r a t i o n s , ! may 
be pe rmi t t ed to give t he place of h o n o u r r i gh t ly to t h e Corsican 
S e r g e a n t " — t h e h e r o , t h e ideal of every school boy—Napoleon the 
Grea t , whose p l a y t h i n g s were c rowns , whose foot s tools were 
t h r o n e s — t h e glorious victor of so m a n y pi tched bat t les—of Lodi and 
Bivol i : of Marengo and Aus t e r l i t z : of Wag r am and B o n o d i n e ; of 
Lu tzen and B a u t z e n t o n a m e only a few. H i s m i l i t a ry genius if 
even equal led, has cer ta in ly never been su rpassed . H e es tabl i shed 
for t h a t period, new m e t h o d s and s t a n d a r d s of wa r f a r e ; reduced 
campa igns a n d ba t t l e s t o m a t h e m a t i c a l p rob lems , if I may say so, 
whi ls t no t losing s ight of t he pe r sona l e l emen t , and t h e need for 
in tu i t ion , which he used to call t h e divine e l emen t in wa r f a r e . His 
marve l lous ac t iv i ty b o t h bodily and m e n t a l was t he admi ra t i on of 
f r iend and foe alike. H e played wi th unr iva led ' sang froid' for t he 
h ighes t s t akes—Kingdoms which he invar iably won; and w h e n in 
defeat , if one may cull h is Wate r loo a defeat , he lies gloriously, 
r everen t ly 4 t r i u m p h a n t l y ensh r ined more in t h e h e a r t s of h is people, 
^ h a n in h i s t o m b , in t he W o n d e r of W o n d e r s — T h e P a l a i des Inva-
lides in P a r i s . 

I n pol i t ics , we know w h a t men in h u m b l e w a l k s of life have 
done , t o w h a t he igh t s t h e y have r i sen . Fo r today t h e g r e a t e s t 
E m p i r e t h e world h a s ever known, is r u n a n d splendidly r u n by 
men who have been ha l f - t imers and mine r s—men who have r isen 
from t h e lowest r a n k s of t h e p ro l e t a r i a t , t h e so-called bonrgeoise, 
and today who fill, admi rab ly fill, t h e h i g h e s t offices of s t a t e . W h a t 
a reve la t ion to t h e Whigs and Tories and to t h e D i e - H a r d s of e i ther 
—to know t h a t today labour rules s u p r e m e in t h e M o t h e r of Parl ia­
m e n t s , and probably does b e t t e r t h a n e i t h e r of t h e m ever did, in 
r ecen t t imes a t l eas t . 

L e t me now give you a sa l i en t example from t h e Commerc ia l , 
from the I n d u s t r i a l world. W h i c h of you h a v e n o t h e a r d of the 
la te m u c h l a m e n t e d Alde rman Wil l iam Den i s , b e t t e r known as the 
' P o t a t o King ' . H i s life is a r omance of indus t r i a l pe r seve rance : of 
t h a t plodding pe r t i nac i t y , wh ich never knows defeat. H e was born 
in t h e l a t t e r half of t h e las t c e n t u r y a t H o l s i n g t o n in t h e Lincoln­
sh i r e F e n s . H e was t h e son of a poor ag r i cu l tu ra l labourer , who 
could no t h a v e afiorded his boy hal f -a-day 's schooling, and who to 
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augman t t h e family income, got h is l i t t l e son at t he early age of 
six, a job unde r a ne ighhour ing fa rmer a t t h e magnif icent wage of 
6d. a week. The l i t t le man ' s du ty was to scare off t h e crows from 
his employer ' s field. This t he l i t t le fellow is repor ted to h a v e done 
wi th s u c h ' g u s t o ' to himself, and such sa t i s fac t ion t o t h e foirner 
t h a t wi th in the incredible shor t space of two weeks his wages were 
increased h u n d r e d pe r cen t . L i t t l e Wil l iam gleefully r e t u r n e d home 
the following S a t u r d a y , to t h e p a t e r n a l , or as i t m a t e r n a l embraces 
to display a whole shi l l ing to t h e wonder ing gaze of his a s ton i shed 
parents -

W h e n London p o t a t o growing began t o spread in t h e fine soils 
of L inco lnsh i re , Wi l lam ob ta ined e m p l o y m e n t in p r epa r ing t h e m 
for marke t , and gradual ly rose up to be fo reman. Meanwhi le h e 
saved up a bit and buying seven ac res of land, opened on h i s own. 
Overcoming many an obs tac le , s u r m o u n t i n g seemingly i n s u r m o u n t ­
able ba r r i e r s , t h e young man of l i t t l e or no educa t ion , pushed on by 
sheer force of will and indomi tab le pe r seve rance t h a t h is seven ac res 
of : barren land, was soon conver ted i n t o fer t i le po t a to fields which 
yielded r ich h a r v e s t s , a b u n d a n t crops, and which in t u r n were t h e 
forerunners of t he t h o u s a n d s of o t h e r acres he cons t an t ly after­
wards acquired and kept adding on to his or ig inal seven, t h a t t i l l 
recent ly t h i s l i t t le boy known as Alderman Wil l iam Den i s was a 
mil l ionaire m a n y t i m e s over, and to his c red i t be i t said, he was as 
generous as he was rich. 

I may be pe rmi t t ed to b r ing t h i s ar t ic le t o a close by one m o r e 
salient example of how a poor ru s t i c boy, the son of a poor village 
pos tman, a t t a i n e d to t h e h ighes t eminence ' in life, by sheer gr i t and 
indomitable perseverance in t h e h a r d way of life. I refer t o none 
other t h a n Pope P i u s X (1903—1914). H e r e indeed t r u t h seems 
s t ranger t h a n fiction. Bepi (Giuseppe Melchione) San to , was t h e 
son of Giovan B a t t i s t e San to , t h e vil lage p o s t m a n of E iese in Lom-
b^rdy, N o r t h I t a ly , and h i s wife M a r g h e r i t a S a n s o n , and was born 
on the 2nd J u n e in t he year 1835. As he grew up, th i s p e a s a n t boy 
was a s t u rdy l i t t le fellow and t r a m p e d t h r o u g h ra in and sleet in 
winter, and the scorch ing rays of t h e sun in s u m m e r , to and from 
school fourteen k i lomet res (about 10 miles) every day. H e was 
bright and in te l l igent . He used to r emove his shoes , sling t h e m 
over his shoulders and walk barefoot- H i s p a r e n t s could no t afford 
to buy shoes for h im often, and so he made t h e m las t as long as 
possible. His pa r en t s were s imple , pious, religious folk a n d b r o u g h t 
up the i r son in t he fear and love of God. Bepi daily a t t ended Mass 
at the Village Church , and before m a n y yea r s had passed, he con­
ceived a g r e a t desire to be a pr ies t himself some day. H e l a te r 
eatered by n o m i n a t i o n t he s emina ry of P a d u a , where for e ight 
years he p rosecu ted his ecceles ias t ica l s tud ies and was ordained 
priest in 1860. Soon a f t e r he was appo in ted C u r a t e of Tcmbolo , a 
village of 1500 i n h a b i t a n t s . He gradual ly acquired a r epu ta t ion for 
his preaching, a n d was in g rea t demand to preach in t h e ne ighbour ­
ing towns on special fest ive occasions , 
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H e was soon appo in ted pa r i sh p r i es t of Sa lzano . H e fu r the r 
soon rose to be Ganon of Triviso C a t h e d r a l , and the Chancel lor of 
t h e diocese. I n t h e s u m m e r of 189-4, Pope Leo X I I I (not foreseeing, 
or who knows foreseeing) appo in ted Canon Chancel lor San to t o 
he Bishop of M a n t i n a in t h e b i r t h place of poet Virgil , in N o r t h 

I t a l y . 
The n e w bishop found M a n t i n a in a l amentab le condit ion-

I n n u m e r a b l a poli t ical wrangles h a d uprooted all c h a r i t y and bro­
t h e r l y lov.e from among t h e c i t i aens , and class was se t aga ins t c lass . 
Bishop S a n t o wi th infinite pa t i ence and great cha r i t y gradual ly 
r igh ted t h i n g s , t h a t M a n t i n a soon became a model diocese. 

I t is re la ted t h a t one morn ing a knock was h e a r d a t t h e door of 
t h e Bishop ' s r e s idence . Mgr : San to wen t to open t h e door himself , 
as he had no s e r v a n t s . H e found a young Monsignor wa i t i ng out­
side, who h a d come to ask for permiss ion to m a k e some r e s e a r c h e s 
in t h e diocesian ac t iv i t ies of M a n t i n a . The Mons ignor had jus t said 
Mass a t t h e C a t h e d r a l . " T h e n yon have no t yet had b reakfas t? 
You m u s t let me get you a cup of coffee"—and t h e kindly bishop 
led t h e Young Monsignor in to t h e k i t chen . T h u s did t h e fu tu re 
P ius X p repa re t h e b reakfas t of Mons ignor R a t t i , t h e fu tu re Pins 
S I successor to P i u s X himself. 

I n 1S91 Bishop San to was t r ans f e r r ed to t h e " City of t h e 
Lagoons" . He was again appoin ted by Pope Leo X I I I., P a t r i a r c h 
of Venice—the Queen, t h e Br ide of t h e Adr ia t i c . H e was ra ised to 
t h e Card ina la t e in t h e next Cons is tory by t h e s ame Pope Leo X I I I . 
One wonders w h e t h e r Pope Leo X I I I with h i s p rofound knowledge 
of i n s igh t i n to h u m a n n a t u r e , was gradual ly p repar ing t h i s r u s t i c 
son of t h e vil lage p o s t m a n of Eiese t o be h i s successor on t he fisher­
m a n ' s t h r o n e . 

Pope Pius X as C u r a t e , as par ish pr ies t , as Canon and Chan-
. cellor, as Bishop and as C a r d i n a l - P a t r i a r c h , worked w i t h such zeal 
and cha r i t y , a lways car ing for t h e sick, infirm and poor, t h a t t h e 
people among whom he laboured did no t h e s i t a t e t o apply to h im. 
t h e words wi th reference t h i s Divine M a x i m — " H e wen t abou t 
doing good " — A c t s . x. 38. 

The d e a t h of Pope Leo X I I I in Ju ly 20th 1903, filled t h e whole 
world w i t h so r row. Ho one mourned t h e dead Pontiff more t h a n 
Cardinal San to . "Af te r our Lord , I owe e v e r y t h i n g to h im " he said 
sorrowful ly. 

A week af te r he had to leave Venice to go to Rome for t he Con­
clave for t h e e lec t ion of t he n e w Pope . At t he r a i lway s t a t i on , 
some of t he t op - r ank ing ecc les ias t ics who came t o see t h e Card ina l 
P a t r i a r c h off, jocular ly said; "And so E m i n e n c e , you are no t re­
t u r n i n g t o u s " . The P a t r i a r c h ' s only reply was t o smil ingly show 
t h e m h i s " R e t u r n T i c k e t " . The re was h u m a n l y speaking, no t the 
r e m o t e s t chance of Cardinal Santo being elected Pope . The choice 
undoub ted ly would Hall on t h e g rea t ■ Cardinal P.. w h o m all already 
(declaimed as Leo's successor , A two- th i rd major i ty of the Card ina ls 
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snfc is requi red for a valid e lect ion. l u fact a t t he first s c r u t i n y 
[inal B. got half t he votes of t h e 62 Card ina ls p resen t . Of t h e 
r HI, 26 went to Cardinal G. and oniy 5 to Sanbo; b u t a t t h e 
nd and th i rd bal lots , San to ' s votes inc reased , and finally a t t h e 
scrut iny, he was a lmost unan imous ly elected, and t h o u g h he 
bod to refuse, he was finally persuaded to accep t t h i s one rous 
;, which he did wi th bowed head and t ea r s in his eyes . 

On J u n e 2nd 1914 Pius X en t e red his 80th year . The first 
Id War was looming in t he n e a r hor izon, n o t w i t h s t a n d i n g all 
L the P a p a c y did to aver t th is dreadful c a t a s t r o p h y . On t h e 
June 19.1.4 t he P a p a l Nuncio in Vienna informed the Va t i can 

ie assas ina t ion of t he Archduke F ranc i s of Aus t r i a . Pope P i u s 
alissd the full significance of t h e t r agedy . " H e r e is t h e spark 
■li will s t a r t t h e blaze", he said sor rowful ly . A few dnys after-
Is the aged Pontiff was t aken ill, and died of a broken h e a r t on 
20bh Augus t 1914. 

1 need no t ' d i l a t e , expa t i a t e on the Pont i f ica te of P ius X. Suffice 
H'iy t h a t th i s s imple village lad of Biesa , rose s tep by s t ep by 
simer force and gr i t of d ischarging his dut ies well in w h a t e v e r 
fciou he found himself placed, t i l l he finally reached t h e h ighes t 
aeki of h u m a n e m i n e n c e — t h e Papcy . 

For when the one g rea t scorer comes to 
W r i t e aga ins t your n a m e , B e w r i t e s : 
" Not t h a t you won or lost 
B u t how you played the game ". 

" Let us t h e n , be up and doing, 
Wi th a h e a r t for any fate, 
Still achieving, s t i l l pu rsu ing , 
L e a r n to labour and to wai t ". 

(LONGFELLOW.) 



THE JOURNAL OF THS 

{Compiled by Mr. D. V. Altendorfr) 
I 

Jan Van Langenberg of Amsterdam, Surgeon in the service 
the Dutch East India Company in Ceylon, married in 1750, Isabel 
Melot, baptised 2nd August 1724, daughter of Andties Melot ai 
Johanna Stuurman. (D.B.tJ. Journal, "Vol. XIV, page 31), He hi 
by her— 

1 Maria Ptosina, baptised 14th May 1752. 
2 Elizabeth Cornelia, baptised 28th August .1753, married 

the Dutch Reformed Church, Wolvendaal, 28th Octob 
1770, liivinus Agatanus Donwe. 

3 Andreas Livinus, who follows nndor I I . 
I I 

Andreas Livinus Van Langenberg, baptised 30th August 17.r 
married in 1781, Susanna Geitruyda LodewyksK, baptised 10th Fe 
ruary 1767, daughter of Hermanns Lodewyltez and Maria Fen 
nando. He had by her— 

1 Anna Wilhelmina married in the Dutch Reformed Churc 
Wolvendaal, 13bh July 1809, Johannes Geiardus Adamsz, 

2 Peter Harmanus married in St. Peter 's Church, Coloml 
5th June 1816, Elizabeth Oatharina Hanzen. 

3 Joseph Eaymond Alexander, who follows under I I I . 
4 Engeltina Cornelia married at Colombo by Govorno. 

licence dated 23rd May 1820, Gerrit Christiaun (Gera 
Christian1) Kelaart, baptised 14th November 17G0. son 
Philip Adriaan (Andries) Kelaart and Prancina Biroo 
Gasman. 

C ' Hendrik, who follows under IV. 
I l l 

Joseph Raymond Alexander Van Langenberg married at Mann 
by GoTemor's licence dated 30th October 1820, Maria Corne' 
Thiedeman, daughter of Nicolaas Adriamis Thiedeman and Sopi 
Elizabeth de Bondt. (D.B.tJ. Journal, Vol. XXXVIII, page 63). 1 
had by her™ 

1 Cecil Simon, who follows under V-
3 Emelia Arabella married in the Dutch Reloimed Chun 

Wolvendaal, 7bh May 1863, James Walter Mottau, born 9 
December 1839, died 18th August 1909, son of Carl Fred) 
Mottau and Anetta. Wilhelmina Vander Straaten. (B.B. 
Journal, Vol V, page 5Q, and Vol. XXIII , page 1.59), 
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IV 
Hendrik Van Langenberg, Chief Clerk of the Audit Office 

ombo, married ia the Dutch Reformed Church, Wolvendaal: 
(a) 19th September 1831, Sara Wilhelmina Mack, born 3rd 

November 1807, daughter of Johannes Martinus Mack 
and Johanna Elizabeth Vander Laaa. (.D.B.TJ. Journal, 
Vol. XXXVIII, page 184). 

(b) 5th February 1834 , Lucretia Elizabeth Von Hagt, 
baptised 2nd September .1809, daughter of Jacobus 
Ernestms Von Hagt and Agnesia Emarentia de Jong. 
(D.B.U. Journal, Vol. IX, pages 125 and 128). 

Of the first marriage, he had— 
1. John Gerhardt, who follows under VI. 
2 John Alexander, who follows under VII. 

Of the second marriage, he had— 
'o Stephen Charles, who follows under VIII . 
4 James, who follows under IX. 
5 Frederick, who follows under X. 
0 Louisa Elizabeth Wilhelmina married in the Dutch Re­

formed Church, Wolvendaal, 11th May 1804, Abraham 
Orlando Joseph, Proctor and Notary Public, born 27fch 
October 1842, son of Gerardus Petrus Joseph and Johanna 
Francina Martensss, (D.B.U. Journal, Vol. XII, page 27 
and Vol. XL, page 146). 

7 Andrew Bernard, who follows under XI. 
V 

Oecil Simon Van Langenberg, born 2nd February 1826, married 
,te Gerhardt, and he had by her— 
Anna Rosella, born 1st May 1857, died 1st September 1890, 
married in St. Mark's Church, Badulla, 28th July 1875, 
Barend Lodewyk Potger, J.P., U.M., Crown Proctor and 
Notary Public, Badulla, born 2nd June 1839, died 4th Feb­
ruary 1910, son of James Henry Potger and Anne Jurgen 
Ondaatje. (D.B.U. Journal, Vol. XXVII, pages 109 and 
110). 
Arthur, born 1858, died 1891 in Singapore. 
Lydia Henrietta, born I860, died 1920, married Eldred 
Ludowyk. 
Alice Josephine, born 19th December 1861, died 24th Decem­
ber. 1922, married in St. Mary's Church, Badulla, 9th April 
1890) Joseph William Alfred Wright, L M S. (Ceylon), Ceylon 
Medical Department, born 4th April 1854, died 25th Febru­
ary 1916, widower of Agnes Barbara de la Harpe, (D.B.U, 
Journal, Vol. XXX, page 45), and son of John Wright, Medi­
cal Practitioner, and Anna Matilda Misso, (D.B.U. Journal, 
Vol XXIX, page 0fi, and Vo3, XXXVI, pages 19 and 24), 
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5 Marga re t , bo rn 18(54, m a r r i e d ■-.■- Alphottso, :-v, 
G Grace E l e a n o r , born 1866, mar r ied 29th July 1895, J a m 

W a l t e r Mot tau , widower of EtneHa Arabel la Van Lange 
berg, re fe r red t o in H I , 2, supra . 

. 7 F r a n c e s Maude , born 10th Augus t 1869, died 29th Ju ly 10£ 
m a r r i e d in S t . Anue ' s Church , K u r u n e g a l a , 4 th April 1S£ 
George J u s t u s Brand t l J hoebus , bo rn 17th Sep tember 18£ 
died 28th J a i y 1936. son of R o b e r t Leona rd P h e b u s ai 
H a r r i e t Schwal l ie . 

8 F ranc i s , died young. 
9 F lo rence Mabel , born 25th April 1872. 

10 Stel la Claudia, horn 1874, died 3rd J a n u a r y 1891. 
11 Percy, born 30th December 1875, died in N o r t h Borneo , 171 

Feb rua ry 1905. 
VI 

J o h n G e r h a r d t Van Tjangenherg, born 22nd November 18S 
ma fried in t h e Dutch Reformed Church , W o l v e n d a a l : 

(a) 20th December 1855, H e n r i e t t a Arnold ina de Zih 
bo rn 1834, died 31st Oc tober 1859. 

(b) 24th December 1860, Cecilia Mar ia Ludekens , bo 
1832, died in Singapore , 28th J a n u a r y 1903, d a u g h t 
of J o h a n n e s Amoldus L u d e k e n s and Ju l ia A n t h o n h 

Of t h e second mar r i age , he had— 
.1. Ada Cecilia mar r i ed A lbe i t E d w a r d Hols inger . 
:l Louis Ambrose, who follows under X I I . 

3 H a n n a h Mar ia . 
4 Arnold H i l a r y . 
5 T h o m a s Cyril, who follows u n d e r X I I I . 
6 Sa rah Magdalene, born 12th December 1874, died 10th Se 

t e m b e r 1934, m a r r i e d in Singapore , 28th July 1894, Geor, 
E d w a r d Anthon isz , born 10th April 1867, died 29th J a n u a 
1910, son of George D ionys ius Anthon i sz and Char iot 
An thon i sz . (D.B.U. J o u r n a l , Vol. X X X I V , page 53, ai 
Vol. X X X I X , pages 151 and 156). 

7 J o h n , died in Malaya. 
V I I 

J o h n Alexander Van Langenba rg mar r i ed : 
(a) Wi lhe lmina F rede r i ca S t r a t s b u r g , 
(b) I n Holy T r in i t y Church , Colombo, 18fch Sep temb 

1824, Clot i lda Amelia Goldeste in . 
Of t he first m a r r i a g e , he had— 

t P e t e r Freder ick , w h o follows u n d e r XIV. 
& ?r&ucis Oliver, who follows under XV, 

DtfTCH BURGHEll ttNiotf o l 

f. Grace Le t i t i a m a r r i e d in t h e D u t c h Reformed Church , Wol­
vendaal , 21st December 1874, T h o m a s Theobald de Silva. 

Of t he second m a r r i a g e , he had— 
4 Owen J o h n , born 20th Ju ly 1855. 

5 Amelia Luere t iu , died 12th August 1904, mar r i ed in St . 
Phi l ip Ner i ' s Church , Petfcab, Colombo, 1872, E g b e r t Oliver 
d e l a H a r p e , born 11th April 1848, died 28bh October 1895, 
son of P e t e r H e n r y de la H a r p e and Joseph Mar i a J a n e e n . 
(D.B.U. Jou rna l , Vol. XXX, pages 44 and 47). 

6 Clarissa H a r r i e t mar r i ed in Holy T r i n i t y Church, Colombo, 
ofch May 1869, Leopold R icha rd de Jong , born 3rd April 1844, 
son of Louis Richard de Jong, Sub-Collector of Cus toms, and 
Carol ine B a r b a r a Taylor . (D.B.U. J o u r n a l . Vol. IX, pages 
125 and 126). 

V I I I 

S tephen Char les Van Langenberg , born 1838, mar r ied in t h e 
DuU'h Reformed Church , Wolvendaa l , 10th F e b r u a r y 1862, Carol ine 
[VJOS. born 19th J a n u a r y 1838, d a u g h t e r of Christ iana. Alber tus Loos 
and Cornel ia Budolph ina Cramer . (D.B.U. J o u r n a l , Vol. XXX3X, 
page 107). H e had by he r— 

1 Caroline, born 12th March 1868, niarriad. in St . Phi l ip Ner i ' s 
Church, P e t t a h , Colombo, 8 th F e b r u a r y 1882, P e t e r L inus 
d e l a H a r p e , born 30th March 1857, died 6 th October 1885, 
son of Benjamin de la Ha rpe , j . i \ , A s s i s t a n t S u p e r i n t e n d e n t 
of Police, and Maria Sa rah Anjou. (D.B.U. J o u r n a l , Vol. 
XXX, pages 44 and 48). 

2 J a m e s Charles , who follows under XVI* 

3 Josephine Carol ine, born 30th J a n u a r y 1868, marr ied in St. 
Phil ip Ner i ' s C h u r c h , P e t t a h , Colombo, 2,3rd Ju ly 1890, 

• Polydore Marie Misso, born 27th April 1865, son of Joseph 
Sebas t ian Misso and E l i zabe th Carol ine de la H a r p e . 
(.D.B.U. J o u r n a l , Vol. X X I X , pages 58 and Q6, and Vol. XXXT 

..page 44). 
i Lil ian Caro l ine , born 15fch March 1872, mar r ied in All S a i n t s ' 

Church , Borel la , 28th J a n u a r y 1897, J o h n Alban Ben jamin 
de la H a r p e , born 10th J u n e 1870, died 14th J a n u a r y 1940, 
son of Ben jamin de la Ha rpe , J.P., Assis tant Supe r in t enden t 
of Pol ice , and M a r i a Sa rah Anjou. (D.B.U, J o u r n a l , Vol. 
XXX, pages 44 and 49). 

5 E leanor Carol ine, born 4 th Feb rua ry 1876, mar r ied in All 
Sa in t s ' Church , Borel la , 20th October 1897, Vic tor Oswald 

. "Wright, M.B., o.M., (Aber), born 5 th August 1869, died 17th 
Ju ly 1937, son of J o h n Michaux de Quin t iones W r i g h t and 
Cecilia E l izabe th de la H a r p e . (D.B.TJ. J o u r n a l , Vol. XXX, 
page 44, and Vol. X X X V I . pages 22 and 24), 
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IX 
J a m a s Van Langenberg , Advocate (i860), Member of t he Legis-. 

la t ive Counci l (1876), Knight of the Order of St . Gregory t he Grea t , 
b o r a 27th J a n u a r y 1839, died 28th May 1886, mar r ied in t h e D u t c h 
Reformed Church, Wolvendaa l , 27th December 1860, Mar ia Susan 
T o u s s i i n t , bap t i sed 7 th May 1839, died 17th March 1901, d a u g h t e r 
of Ger r i t Louis Toussa ln t and S u s a n n a Cornelia Wambeek. (D.B.U. 
J o u r n a l Vol. IV, page 37, and Vol. X X V I I , page 71). H e had by 
her— 

1 Wilfred J a m e s , who follows under XVII , 
2 J a m e s Arthur , who follows under X \ 1 J I , 
3 Vincent Oarbery, who follows under X I X . 
1 E l e a n o r Maria, born 20th J a n u a r y 1872. 
5 E d i t h G a r t r u d e , born 11th Feb rua ry 187-1, mar r i ed Cyril 

Char les B a r b e r , born 8 th November 1*77, son of J a m e s 
H e n r y B a r b e r and Anne Tous sa in t . (D.B.U. J o u r n a l , Vol. 
IV, page 37). 

6 A.lbert Victor , who follows under XX, 
X 

Freder ick Van Langenbe rg , P roc to r and No ta ry Publ ic , born 
22nd' August 1814, died 10th November 1893, mar r i ed in Chr i s t 
Church Ca thedra l , Colombo, 2nd May 1867, F r a n c e s E l e a n o r Van 
Dor t , born 31st July 1847, died 22nd Sep tember 1923, d a u g h t e r of 
R icha rd (Dieder ich) B e r n a r d Van Dort and J a n e Carol ine Goldes-
te in . (D.B.U. Jou rna l , Vol. X X V I I I 1 page 23). He h a d by h e r — 

1 Freder ick Richard , who follows under X X I . 
2 Mabel Goldestein s born 3rd F e b r u a r y lfe'73, died 15th J a n u a r y 

1941, m a r r i e d in St. Paul 's Church, K a n d y , 28th J u n e 1897, 
Gerard Abraham Joseph , C.C.S., bo rn 6th April 1870, died 
14th March 1922, son of A b r a h a m Or lando Joseph, P r o c t o r 
and N o t a r y Pub l ic , and Louisa E l i z a b e t h "Wilhelmina Van 
L a n g e n b e r g (vide IV, 6. supra, and D.B.U. Jou rna l , Vol. 
X I I , page 27). 

8, Gerald , born 24th April 1874, died 12th October 1884. 
4 Ida, born 8 th May, 1875, died 18th July 1895. 
5 Nora , born 28rd October 1876, died 25th Ju ly 1895. 
6 Els ie , bo rn 24th Ju ly 1877, died 10th Ju ly 1895. 
7 Perc iva l W a l t e r , who follows under X X I I . 
8 Vic tor Paul , bo rn 31st October 1880, mar r i ed : 

(.a) I n S t . J o h n ' s Church , K a l u t a r a , 30th J a n u a r y 1913, 
Ei la Eugenie Modder bo rn 27th March 1888, died in 
London , 31st Ju ly 1948, d a u g h t e r of E u g e n e Ellis 
Modder , L.F.P. and s. (Glas.) Ceylon Medical Depar t ­
m e n t , find E l i zabe th Sophia Ka l enbe rg . (D.B.U. Jour­
na l , Vol. XXV, page 157, and Vol. X X V I I I , page 72), 
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- (b) I n St. Paul ' s Church , K a n d y , 16th Ju ly 1949, Esir.ee 
Marguer i t e Ka lenberg , born 31st Augus t 1906, daugh­
t e r of F r ede r i ck N o r m a n Kalenberg and Mary Anne 
El len S ta in ton . (D.B.U. J o u r n a l , Vol. XXV, page 157). 

9 Lloyd Nevil le , b o m 16th July 1882, died 12th December 1981. 
10 Hugh Alfred, born 5 th N o v e m b e r 1883, died 4 th April 1928. 
11 Ela ine , born 21st J a n u a r y 1886, died 5th J a n u a r y 1951. 
J2 Lena Bsl, born 25th Ju ly 1888, marr ied in St. A n t h o n y ' s 

Church , Ka lamul la , K a l u t a r a , 5th December 1927, Eugene 
J a m e s Christoffelsja, S u p e r i n t e n d e n t of Excise, b o m 17th 
Ju ly 1888, widower of Alice Winifred Anne Sou th , and son 
of J a m e s Edwiu Ghristoffeisz, T.S.O., Chief Clerk, Colonial 
Secre ta ry ' s Oflice, Colombo, and Eugene J u l i a W e i n m a n . 
(D.B.U. .Journal, Vol. XXIV, pages 19 and SO). 

XI 
Andrew B a r n a r d Van Langenberg , marr ied in St . Ph i l i p Ner i ' s 

turdi , Petftah, Colombo, 16th November 1870, Lucy Anna de la 
I'-'pe, born 14th F e b r u a r y 1850, died 1937, d a u g h t e r of Benjamin 
hi Lfarps, J.P., A s s i s t a n t S u p e r i n t e n d e n t of Police, and Mar i a 
rah Anjou. D.B.U. J o u r n a l , Vol XXX, pages 44 and 45). H e had 
her— 

1 Andrew Igna t ius , who follows under X X I I I . 
2 D u n s t a n Gregory, who follows under XXIV, 

X I I 
Louis Ambrose Van Langenberg , born 29th J a n u a r y 1865, died 

th June 1928, mar r ied in Holy Tr in i ty Church, Colombo, 2nd 
iy 1888, Eve lyn J o s e p h i n e Gould, horn 9th December 1871, died 
1 J anua ry 1922, d a u g h t e r of .Char les Nu tcombe Gould and E l l e n 
nix". He had by her— 

1 Hazel Bea t r i ce , born l o th October 1889. 
2 E rnes t Har r i s , who follows under XXV, 
;) Denis Leslie, who follows u n d e r XXVI. 
4 Nes t a I r i s , born 1st J a n u a r y 1895, marr ied in t he Methodis t 

Church , Kollupifciya, Gth March 1916, Clarence Ebeneze r 
Vic tor Na than ie i sz , M.B.E., J . P . , M A . , B .D. , Min i s te r of t h e 
Methodis t Church , born 25th May 1887, son of J a m e s H e m y 
N a t h a n i e l s z , Min i s t e r of t h e Me thod i s t Church , and L a m a 
Eugenie W o r m s . 

5 K e n n e t h Lance lo t , born 22nd October 1887, died 1899. 
6 Hi l ton E u s t a c e Louis , who follows under X X V I I . 
7 St. E l m o Murray , who follows under X X V I I I . 

X I I I 
Thomas Cyril Van Langenbe rg , Char te red Archi tec t and Valuer , 

in 8th Sep tember 1872, died at Kua la L u m p u r , a'fch J u n e 1941, 
irriod in 8 t . Andrew ' s C a t h e d r a l , Singapore , 25th April 1895, 
.roline Lydia Brohier , born 2nd Ju ly 1874, d a u g h t e r of Rober t 
illiam M a t t h e w Brohier and Josel ine Lyd ia Schokrnan. (D.B.U. 
iirnal, Vol. XXV, page 109, and Vol. XXXI , page 201), H e bad by 
1 , — r— 
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1 Lydia I r e n e , bo rn 4 th March 1896, mar r ied in t h e Method i s t 
Church , Malacca S t ree t , Kua la Lumpur , 17th D e c e m b e r 
1910, W a l t e r J o h n P i a c h a u d Grenie r , born 10th March 1835, 
died ID K u a l a L u m p u r , 19th November 1948, son of J o h n 
H e n r y Grenie r and Agnes Amelia Piachaud. (D.B.U. J o u r ­
nal , Vol. VI, page 63 and Vol. XXXV,.page 67). 

2 R u t h Alvina, b o r a 12th March 1897, died 26th N o v e m b e r 
1921, mar r i ed in t h e Gospel Hal l , Bluff Road, K u a l a 
Lumpur , 27th Sep tember 19.20, Wil l iam E d g a r S m i t h . 

3 Victor Stanley , born 6 th April 1898, m a r r i e d i n ' t h e Gospel 
Hal l , Davidson Road, Kua la L u m p u r , 24th December 1921, 
I v y Gladys Smi th , d a u g h t e r of J o h n Alfred Cornelius Smi th 
and Margare t Speares . 

4 Gerald E u s t a c e , born 1899, died 1901. 
5 Hylda , born 26th J u n e 1900, marr ied in St . Andrew's 

Church , Kua la L u m p u r , 1st November 1941, Horace Vernon . 
6 Gera ld Samuel , bo rn 30th November 1901, drowned in t he 

Ulu Gombak Reservoi r , Kua la L u m p u r , 11th Feb rua ry 
1922. 

XIV 

P a t e r F reder ick Van Langenberg born 1844, m a r r i e d in t h e 
D u t c h Reformed Church , W o l v e n d a a l : 

(a) 18th J a n u a r y 1866, Drusi l la Sophia Clessen, born 28th 
March 1847, died 31st December 1870, d a u g h t e r of 
J o h n P e t e r Alexander Claessen and Amelia Wilhel-
rnina Schokman . (D.B.U. J o u r n a l , Vol. XXV, page 
106, a n a Vol. XXXV, page 116). 

(b) 20th December 1878, J a n e Ca the r ine Ball , d a u g h t e r of 
H e n r y Ball , P r o c t o r , and Mat i lda Wi lhe lmina La 
Brooy. (D.B.U. J o u r n a l , Vol. XXIV, page 70). 

Of t he first m a r r i a g e , he had—■ 
1 E m m a Drusi l la , born 18th November I860, marr ied in t he 

D u t c h Reformed Church , W o l v e n d a a l , 18th April 1892, 
H a r r i s Oscar Poppenbeek , born 11th October 1868, son of 
F r a n c i s Wil l iam Poppenbeek and E n gel tin a El izabe th 
Albrecht . (D .B .U. Jou rna l , Vol. X X X I X , page 23). 

2 Wal t e r F reder ick , b o m 23rd December 1868. 
3 Drusi l la Sophia, born 21st November 1870, mar r ied in Scots 

K i rk , K a n d y , W a l l e t t P e t e r "Yardwin Tinning ' , born 18th 
December 1860, died 11th May 1928, Hon. of Jan Lodewyk 
Thur ing and Adolohina E l izabe th de Caan. (D.B.U. Journa l 
Vol. XXX, page 132). 

Of t he second marr iage , he had— 
4 E t h e l May, born 19fch December 1883, 

DUTCH BURGHER UNION 65 
XV 

Francis Oliver Van Langenberg , born 29bh November .1848, 

(a) I n t h e D u t c h Reformed Church , Wolvendaa l , 5th 
J a n u a r y 1871, Agnes . Emel ia Koelmeyer . d a u g h t e r of 
H e n r y Mar t in Koe lmeyer and Mary Ann S m i t h . 

(b) Louise Mat i lda Keyzer , widow of Phi l ip W r i g h t . 
(D.B.U. Jou rna l , Vol. X X X V I , page 19). 

Of t he first mar r i age , he bad— 
1 Clarice Mabel, born 14th J a n u a r y 1873, died 24(b J a n n a i y 

1948, m a r r i e d in St . Pau l ' s Church , P e t t a h , Colombo, 27th 
August 1896, Guildsford H a r r i s Lewis , born 1st May 1872, 
son of George E d m u n d Lewis and Freder ica C h a r l o t t a 
Kelaarfc. 

2 H u g h Algernon, born 4 th March 1876, died 15th October 
192& 

3 W i l m o t Annesley, who follows under X X I X . 
4 B e r t r a m Clive. born 31st March 1880. 
5 Agnes E la ine , born 7fch September 1881, died 15th March 

1938. 

6 Victor Roydon, born 28th November 1883. 
7 Gwendol ine F r a n c e s , born 3rd December 1885. 
8 E r in Ru th , born 2nd J u n e 1887. 
9 I rene Ger t rude , born 20th May 1689, died 8 th July 1890. 

10 Myra Drusil la, born 6 th July 1891. 
11 Chris t ie F ranc i s , born 28th December 1893, died 2nd April 

1894. 

' XVI 

James Char les V a n L a n g e n b e r g , Accoun tan t , born 21st May 
l-'>6, died 31st Ju ly 1935, mar r ied in St. F r a n c i s Xavie r ' s Ch inch , 
N iwara Eliya, E l e a n o r F r a n r e s E l d e r s , died 5 th October 1946, 
i i lighter of P e t e r Eugene Elders and Ju l ia F rnnces Hughes ' . 
D.B.U. Jou rna l , Vol. X X X I X , page 161). H e had by her— 

1 Ouida Carol ine, born 17th July 1898. 
2 EUenor Carol ine, born 11th Augus t 1899. 
3 Claribsl Carol ine , born 8 th October 1902, 
i Jul ie t Caroline, born 5th J u n e 1904. 
5 James Eugene , who follows under X X X . 
6. Charles Oswald, born 23rd August 1909. 
7 Hilda Caroline, born 25th November 1912, 
8 Eila F rances , born 20th J u n e 1916, 
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XVII 

Wilfred James Van Langenberg, Assistant to the Colonial Trea 
surer, born 28ch February 1864, died 19th August 1940, married ii 
All Saints 'Church, Galle, 7th December 1893, Lueilla Julia de Yos 
born 10th November 1868, died 19th May 1936, daughter o 
Frederick William de Voa, J P.. Proctor, and Henrietta Dorothe 
Anthonisz. (D.B.U. Journal, Vol. XXVII, pages 142 and 143, an 
Vol. XXXIX, page 145). He bad by her— 

1 James Frederick, Proctor and Notary Public, born 18th Ma 
1895, married in the Chapel of the Assumption,. Kensingtoi 
London, 10th March 1949, Christine Lilian Davison o 
Kensington. 

% Wilfred Reginald, M.U.C.S., L.B.C.P.. (Lond.), in practice a 
Ampthill in Bedford, born 7th March 1897. 

S Marjorie Lucille, born 10th May 1900, married in St. Mary: 

Church, Bambalapitiya, 27th September 1922, Williai 
Edward Vander Smagt de Rooy, Proctor and Notary Publi< 
born 17th February 1880, son of John William de Rooy an 
Sarah Jemima Vander Smagt. (D.B.XJ. Journal, Vo 
XXVIII, page 86, and Vol. XLI, page 30.) 

XVIII 

James Arthur Van Langenberg, K.c, Solicitor General, horn 2n 
March 1866, died 30th April 1915, married in St. Mary's Chord 
Bambalapitiya, 16th May 1392, Francis Ethel Vander Stiaaten, bor 
19th April 1867, died 6th June 1948, daughter of John William Var 
dec Sbraaten, Procter and Notary Public, and Frances Victoria Drie 
berg. (D.B U. Journal, Vol. XXIII , page 168, and Vol. XXXI\ 
page 10). He had by her— 

1 Ethel , born 2nd September 1893, married in St. Mary' 
Church, Bambalapitiya, 30th January 1918, Ernest Liom 
Mack, Proctor and Notary Public, Major in the Ceylon Ligb 
Infantry, born 23rd October 1888, son of Theodore Dor nil or; 
Mack', Proctor and Notary Public, and Joseline Priscill 
Daniels. (D.B.U. Journal, Vol. XXVIII, page 61, and Vo 
XXXVIII, pages 143 and 147.) 

2 Lilian Eleanor, born 18th December 1894. 
3 Edith Frances Agatha, born 18bh December 1895. 
4 Beatrix, born 29bh June 1898, married in St. Mary's Churcl 

Bambalapitiya: 
(a) 12th July 1922, Ernest Lorenz Henley Jansz, R.A 

(Oxon), Barrister-at-Law, Gray's Inn, Crown Counse 
born 24th February 1891, died 3rd August 1924, eon c 
Cyril Arnold Jansz, M.B.E., J P „ Principal St. John 
College, Panadura, and Amelia Jansz. (D.B.U, Jonrna 
Vol. XXIV, page 134). 

6 
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(b) 4fch October 1923, Herbert Eric Jansz, C.M.G., Ceylon 
Civil Service, born 13Ch November 1890, son of Walter 
Richard Jansz and Eleanor Janez. (D.B.U. Journal, 
Vol. XXIV, page 134.) 

James William, Instructor, Technical College, Colombo, 
born 3rd April 1900. 
Henry, born 8th September 1901, died 27fch November 1942, 
married in St. Mary's Church, Bambalapitiya, 15th June 
V.Y.Vl, Freda Toussaint, daughter of Frederick William 
Arnold Toussaint and Marie Sybil Caroline de Ja Harpe. 
(D.B.U. Journal, Vol. IV, page 37, and Vol, XXX, page 
46). 

Bertha, born 25th November 1903, married in Westminster 
Ual hedral, London, 3rd June 1925, Reginald Young Daniel, 
M.A., (Oxon), Ceylon Civil Service, born 28th April 1894, son 
of Annesley Young Daniel and Amelia Mc. Cartby. 
Cyril ,B. S c , (Lond.), Assistant Commissioner of Income 
Taw Lieutenant Colonel in the Ceylon Light Infantry, 1949, 
horn 16th December 1906, married in St. Mary's Church, 
Bambalapitiya, Gth December 1946, Margaret Elwena Ann 
Brobier, born 20th August 1907, daughter of Louis Cyrus 
Brobier, M.B.C.S. (ESdin,), Provincial Surgeon, Medical De­
li irfcment, and Frederica Harriet Amelia Daniel. (D.B.U. 
Journal, Vol. XXXI, page 208). 
Arthur, B.A. Hons. (Lond.), Secretary of the Colombo Port 
Commission, born 12th April 1909. 
Hugh Patrick Joseph, born 28th March, 1911, died 27th April 1011. 

XIX 
Vincent Carbary Van Langenberg, V.D., J.P » U.M., M.E., CM., 

'Aii. ), Deputy Director of Medical and Sanitary Services, Lieutenant 
(" I 1'iel, Ceylon Light Infantry, born 31st May 1870, died 9th March 
f i n married in All Saint's Church, Galle, 27bh September 1899, 
Triples Gertrade de Vos,born 14th October 1871, died 18th June 
l:»' > daughter of Frederick William de Vos, J.P.. Proctor, and Hen-
n.«ii.. Dorothea Anthonisz. (D.B.U. Journal, Vol. XXVII, pages 142, 
,*:-i 143, and Vol. XXXIX, page 145). He had by her— 

1 John Oliver Beadon, who follows under XXXI. 
•2 i>PL'trude Elinor, born 26th October 1902, married in St. 

"iary's Church, Bambalapitiya, 23rd April 1924, Herbert 
i verard Garvin, Barrister-at-Law, Ceylon Judicial Service, 
horn 17th July 1895, died 11th August 1936, son of Thomas 
F-'orest Garvin, M.B.c.M. (Aber),*'.C.s, (Lond), Superintendent 
i<: the General Hospital, Colombo, and Lilian Elsie Vander 
Smagt. (D.B.U. Journal, Vol. XXVIII, page 86, and Vol. 
XXXIV, page 112), 

3 Harold James Frederick, who follows under XXXII. 
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4 Grace Harriet Marie, horn 13th September 1907, manied in 
St. Mary's Church, Bambalapitiya, 11th April 1928, Hildoc 
Claude Sansoni, Proctor and Notary Public, Lieutenant ir 
the Ceylon Royal Naval Volunteer Reserve, Extra Aid-de 
Camp to His Excellency tine Governor General, born 4th Oc 
fcober 1903, son of Sylvester Claude Aldons Sansoni, J.P. 
U.M., Proctor and Notary Public, and Hilda Gratiaen( D.B.U, 
Journal, Vol. VI, page 20.) 

5 Edith Constance, born 7th August 1910, married in St 
Mary's Church, Bambalapitiya, 31st August 1943, Michae! 
Swiney,M.B.E., of the Royal Navy. 

XX 
Albert Victor Van Langenberg, J.P., U.M,, Proctor and Notats 

Public, born 25th November 1878, married in St. Mary's Church 
Bambalapitiya, 27th July 1905, Lily Vander Straaten, horn 1st 
March 1877, daughter of John William Vander Straaten, Proctor and 
Notary Public, and Louisa Barbbolomeusz. (D.B.U. Journal Vol 
XXIII , page 163). He had by her— 

1 "William James Albert, who follows under XXXIII. 
2 Douglas Joseph, who follows under XXXIV. 

XXI 
Frederick Richard Van Langenberg, Medical Practitioner, bore 

3lsfc March 1868, married in the Marshan Parish Church, Yorkshire 
England, 29th July 1897, Amy Sarah Oarter, born 21st May 1869, 
daughter of James Carter and Amelia Roads. He had by her— 

1 Eric Roads, who follows under XXXV. 

XXII 
Percival Walter Van Langenberg, Deputy Registar, Supreme 

Court, born 13bh August 1879, died 14th October 1841, married io 
St. Mary's Church, Bambalapitiya) 1907, Nora Emma Kalenberg 
born 20th June 1882, daughter of Charles William Kalenberg, Proc­
tor, and Laura Letitia Carron. (D.B.U. Journal, Vol. XXV, pages 
157 and 158, and Vol. XXVil l , page 134). He had by her— 

1 Frances Laura Iris, married Jock Murray. 
2 Caryl Eleanor, married Francis de Saram, died 7th Maj 

1948, son of Shelton de Saram, Barrister-at-Law, and Fred* 
Marion Hester Dornhorst. (D,B.U. Journal, Vol. VI, page 
106). 

3 Pauline Merle, married Dick Gatewood. 
4 Rosemary Kathleen, married in St. Paul 's Oatbdral, Cal 

outta, 1944, Johan Dykstra, Lieutenant Commander of the 
Royal Netherlands Naval Reserve, 
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XXIII 

\ndrew Ignatius Van Langenberg, born 9th September J871, 
mi red Renee Sabina (Mary) Kelaart, born 13rd August 1876, 
' ■■■ .'ifcer of Richard Alexander Kelaart and Eulione Lucretia Heyse. 
II. i id by her— 

I Ethel Anealyn, born 6th January 1899, married: 
(a) In St. Mary's Church, Negombo, 30th April 1918, Col-

lingwood Ingiand Rode, born 6th December 1885, died 
4th June 1918, son of Martin Alexander Rode and Ann 
Rode. {D.B.U. Journal, Vol. XXIX, pages 100, 107 
and 116). 

(b) In Registrar's Office, Dehiwala, 4th June 1921, Lionel 
Terence Muller, born 15th November 1884, son of 
Cecil Prins Muller and Elizabeth Kathleen Camp­
bell. 

XXIV 
Dunstan "Gregory Van Langenberg, born 30th October 1873, 

mii-.-.od Belinda de la Harpe, born 23rd March 1873, daughter of 
11-.1' 't Oliver de La Harpe and Amelia Lucretia Van Langenberg. 
(* -Ii1 VIT, 5, supra). He had be her—■ 

I Pearlyn Valerie, born 15th July 1898, died 9th October 1929, 
,.11»* ed in the Roman Catholic Church, Giriulla, 7th November 
II' .'. Charles Vivian Holloway Anderson, born 13th January 1894, 
-■HI i f James Thomas Richard Holloway Anderson and Agnes Mary 
I.M,»Crispeyn. D.B.U. Journal, Vol. XXXI, pages 126, 127 and 
1..0-. 

XXV 
Ernest Ea rns Van Langenberg, born 28th May 1891, married in 

ih Methodist Church, Kollupitiya, 24th July 1920, Evelyn Margue-
i : v Toussaint, born 24th September 1900. daughter of Ernest 
Ci i i e Toussaint and Evelyn Amelia Harriet Anderson, (D.B,U. 
.7o':i nal, Vol. IV, page 39, and Vol. XXXI, page 126). He had by 
her— 

I. Eldswortb Llewellyn, who follows under XXXVI. 
1! Ernest Travice, born 13th August 1926, 
i lona Marguerite, born 10th November 1929, married in the 

Methodist Church, Wellawatte, 25th August 1948, Henry 
Edward William Solomons, 

XXVI 
Denis Leslie Van Langenberg, born 29th August 1893, married 

.:■ i.he Dutch Reformed Church, Regent Street, Colombo, 20th De-
(fiu'ier 1923, Dulcie Annestasia, Kqelmeyer, born 15th July 1898, 
•' Liih'hter of Wilfred Harris Koelmeyer i*nd Edith Annestasia Kcch. 
"D B.U. Journal, Vol. X, page 131). He had by her— 

[ St. Elmo Loris, born 15th January 1925. 
3 Jeuue Cbarmaine, born 251b June 1931. 

file:///ndrew
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xxvn 
Hilton Eustace Louis Van Langenberg, born 2nd August 1899, 

died 25th February 1945, married in the1 Methodist Church, Kollu-
pitiya, 22nd December 1924, Mabel Louise Henriet ta Rose, born 
12DD January 1903, daughter of Bdouard Arthur Andrea Rose and 
Mabel Elsie Schokman. (D.B.U. Journal Vol. XXV, page 113 and 
Vol. XXX, page 91). He had by her— 

L Rhona Maureen, born 12th October 1925, 
2 Hermann Rawdon, born 18th May 1934. 

XXVIII 
St. Elmo Murray Van Lahgenberg, born 7th. December 1907* 

married ia the Methodist Church, Kollupitiya 18th April 1931, 
Dorothy Edith. Weeraperumal, born 13bh October 1907, daughter of 
Arthur Edmund Hill Weeraperumal and Florence Etheleen Tous-
saint. He had by her— 

1 3oaia Dorothy, born 9th May 1935. 

XXIX 
Wilmot Annesley Van Langenberg, born 12th January 1878 

married Annie Hekel and he had by her— 
1 Hester Elsie, married in the Dutch Reformed Church, Wol-

vendaal, 28th December 1939, Thomas Clement Bates. 
XXX 

Jamas Eugene Van Laugenbecg, born 2nd January 1906, married 
in St. Mary's Church, Dehiwala, 22nd April 1935, Marjorie Bridget de 
la Harpe, born lOuh March 1903, daughter of John Alban Benjamin 
de la Harps and Lilian Caroline Van Langenberg. (Vide VIII, 4, 
supra, and Vol. XXX, page 49). He had by her— 

1 Marie Celine, born 20th February 1936. 
2 Therese Noeline.boin 9th June 1937. 
3 Christine Antonette, born 18th November 1938. 
4 Joseph Errolt, born 13th July 1944. 

XXXI 
John Oliver Beadon Van Langenberg, L.M.S. (Ceylon), M.R.C.& 

(Eng.),T</R.C.P. (Lond.),born 29th March 1901, married: 
(a) In the Roman Catholic Church, Bandaravrela, 2nd 

August 1928, Vete Cooks, daughter of Victor James, 
Cboke, Proctor, and Hilda Marshall. 

(b) In the Registrar General's Office, Colombo 26th October 
1949, Mary Wheeler. 

Of the first marriage, he had—-
1 Lesley Vere, born 12th April 1932. 
2 Peter Vere, born and died 13th July 1937. 
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Harold James Frederick Van Langenberg, E.D,, Proctor and 
Xu .iry Public, Lieutenant Colonel Commanding, 4th Battalion, 
(V !on Light Infantry 1944—1946, born 22nd April 1904, married in 
Si. Mary's Church, Bambalapitiya, 26th December 1984, Zena 
f'i> His Blanche Vander Smagt, born 20th April ]912. daughter of 
!'■ i'icis Beting Vander Smagti and Hilda Blanche Koelman. (D.B.U. 
i i .ma], Vol. XXVIII, page 88). He bad by her— 

1 Michael John, born 11th April 3936. 
2 Mary Anne, born 9th December 1939. 

XXXIII 

William James Albert Van Langenberg, B.Sc, (Eng.), Lond., 
\ ' a x , M.B.E., Ceylon Civil Service, born 21st May 1906, married in 

^ . Mary's Church, Bambalapitiya, 12th May J938, Sheila Geraldine 
l'i)t;*er, born 17th August 1914, daughter of Victor Gerald Potger 
■M'Vida Muriel Modder. (D.B.U. Journal, Vol. XXVII, page 112, 
■u.i. Vol. XXVIII, page 71). He had by her— 

1 Mary Wendy, born 19th May 1939. 
2 Susanna Therese, born 14fch August 1945. 

XXXIV 
Douglas Joseph Van Langenberg, M.C., Major in the Royal 

I'M k Corps, born 2nd April 1910, married in 1949, Joy Marks of Lei-
«■■ ter, England, and he had by her— 

1 Robert Douglas, born 2nd August 1950. 

XXXV 

Eric Roads Van Langenberg, Medical Practitioner, born 7th 
! i iruary 1908, married at Llanyrs Church, Wales, 26th January 
l!"."8, Dorothy Phillips, born 2oth August 1918. He had by her. 

1 Peter Frederick, born 10th December 1938. 
ft Philip, born 1st December 1942. 

XXXVI 

Is worth Llewellyn Van Langenberg, born 15th April 1921, 
1 in the Dutch Reformed Church, Bambalapitiya, 28th 

Uioember 1943, Moira Yvonne Christobel Poulier, born 26th Decem-
1» i 1921, daughter of Henry Edmund Poulier and Sybil Mira 
it' Kretser. {D.B.U. Journal, Vol. XXIV. page 26). He had 
)i\ her— 

1 Yvonne Patricia Dasvn, born 20th November 1944. 
2 Eldsworth Glen, born 25th August 1948, 
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Herbert Brio Jansa, Referred to in XVIII, 4th, 
was appointed to the Ceylon Civil Service in 
September 1914, and had a long and varied careei ■ 
He was one of the members of the Deliminatioii 
Commission which demarcated the Parliamentaij 
Constituencies under the Soulbury Constitutioi 
He was also a member of the Cadres Commissioi. 
which made several far-reaching recommend! -
tions to improve the administrative machinery < I 
the Government. He was nominated a Senate i 
and functioned as Parliamentaay Secretary to tin 
Ministry of Education for a short period b( 
fore he was appointed to the Ministry of Finance 
On retirement from the Civil Service, the dignit-
of the Ofdoi'of the Companion of Saint Michat 
and Saint George was conferred on him. In 1950 
he was appointed Chairman of the Public Servic« 
Commission. 

Cyril Yan Langenberg, referred to in XVIII, t 
was appointed Assistant Assessor in the Incom-
Tax Department in 1932. He, with Hans Loi-
rensz of the same Department, was seconded in 
March 1940, for service in Hong Kong to organic 
the Income Tax Department there. When h. 
left for Hong Kong, he held the rank of Captain 
in the Ceylon Light Infantry. On the Greai 
World War, 1939—1945, reacting the|Far East, h 
was posted to the 2/14 Punjab Regiment. H 1 

was taken prisoner by the Japanese and detaine-. 
in the Concentration Camp in Hong Kong. Or 
the cessation of war, he was released and re tun 
ed to Ceylon in October 1945. He resumed duties 
in the Income Tax Department in 1946, and wa-
appointed Assistant Commissioner of Income 
Tax in 1948. He was promoted LiautenantCqlontl 
Commanding the 2nd Battalion of the Ceylo'i 
Light Infantry in October 1949. 

Vincent Carbery Van Langenberg, referred to in 
XIX, was appointed in November 1900, Assistai ' 
Medical Officer of the Boer Prisoners of War Cr 
at Diyatalawa. In April 1901, he was Med 
Officer of the {Prisoners of War Convalesc 
Camp at Mount Lavinia. In 1902, he was seco 
ed for service as Civil Surgeon on boad the t n 
ship "Dunera," which took to South Africa 
patriated prisoners of war. In 1915, he servei 
Commandant of the Prisoners of War Cam] 
Diyatalawa. 
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(4) Douglas Joseph Van Langenberg. referred :to in 
XXXIV, left Ceylon in 1931 and was engaged in 
the gold mining industry in East Africa till he left 
for England, where he was in the Motor Engineer­
ing business. When the Great World war, 1939— 
1945, broke out, he joined the Royal Engineers as 
a private, and later received a Commission in the 
Royal Tank Corps. In September 1941 Major 
Van Langenberg'broadcast from London on the 
Empire Service an appeal for funds for tanks. 
In 1945, the Government of Greece conferred on 
him the Distinguished Service Medal of Greece. 
He visited Ceylon in 1946. He has now assumed 
the surname of "Longhill' ', which is the English 
equivalent of "Langenberg". 
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GENEALOGY OF THE FAMILY OF DEMMER 
OF CEYLON 

{Compiled by Mr. D. V. AUend&rff) 
I 

Hendrik Demmer married Monikka Dias, and he had by her— 
1 Jan Hendrik, baptised 11th February 1759, died 29th Septem­

ber 1826. 
2 Anna Catharina married in the Dutch Reformed Church, Wol­

vendaal, 5th May 1782, Andries Milius of Saxen, 
3 Johan Willem, baptised l l t h May 17G7. 
4 Johanna, baptised 6th May 1769. 
5 Susanna Margaretha, died 25th November 1853, married in the 

Dutch Reformed Church, Wolvendaal, 23rd October 1791, 
Philip Christiaan Frans:. 

6 Willem Hendrik, who follows under II . 
7 Maria Magdalena married in the Dutch Reformed Church, 

Wolvendaal: 
(a) 4th May 1794, Siemon Pieter Hagenaur of Stockholm. 
(b) 23rd October 1804, Petrus Johannes de Run, son of Har-

manus de Run and Jacoba Elizabeth Hoepels. 
8 Anna Maria married in the Dutch Reformed Church, Wolven­

daal, 21st February 1802, Johannes Hendrik Ferdinand, son of 
Johannes Ferdinand and Alletta Bolthoudar. (D.B.U. Journal, 
Vol. XXV, pages 75 and 77). 

9 Lodewyk married at Colombo by Governor's licence dated 5th 
July 1821, Anna Sophia Petronella Potger, baptised 13th Sep­
tember 1807, died 80th January 1838, daughter of Cornells 
Everhardus Potger and Wilhelmina Frederica Friedel. (D.B.U. 
Journal, Vol. XXVII, page 109). 

II 
Willem Hendrik Demmer married in.the Dutch Reformed Church, 

Wolvendaal: 
(a) 4th June 1797, Maria Magdalena Mouwer. 
(b) 9th July 1809, Anna Carolina Kersse. 

Of the first marriage, he had— 
1 Johanna Magdalena, baptised 10th June 1798, 
2 Johan Fredrik, born 23rd February 1800. 
3 Petrus Harmanus, who follows under HI. 
4 Henrietta Cornelia, baptised 6th May 1804, married in the 

Dutch Reformed Church, Wolvendaal, l l t h July 1822, Pieter 
Gerard Jansa, son of Emanuel Jansa and Elisabeth Dekken 
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Of the second marriage, he had— 
5 Wilhelmina Dorothea, born 13th April 1810. 
6 Julia Ursula, married in the Dutch Reformed Church, Wolven­

daal, l l t h July 1844, Arnoldus. Henricus Rode, born 21st 
December 1814, died 39th April 1874, son of Johannes Jacobus 
Rode and Anna Margarita Visser. (D.B.U. Journal, Vol. XXIX, 
pages 99 and 100). 

Ill 
Petrus Harmanus Demmer, baptised Gth April 1802, married in 

i Dutch Reformed Church, Wolvendaal, 12th Jnly 1830, Sophia 
polina La Brooy, born 25th June 1814, daughter of Erhart Johannes 
Erooy and Anna Catharina Piekzen. (D.B.U. Journal, Vol. XXIV, 
je 69). He had by her— 

1 Georgiana Francina, born 23rd April 1831. 
2 Johanna Emelia, born 6th September 1833. 
3 John Henry, who follows under IV, 
4 Jemima Cecilia born 7th October 1840. 
5 Henrietta Wilhelmina, born 6th December 1843. 
6 William Frederic, born 3rd October 1845. ' 
7 Elissa Louisa, born 21st March 1847. 

IV 
John Henry Demmer, born 15th November 1836, married in the 

itch Reformed Church, Wolvendaal, 27th July 1863, Eliza Sophia 
uiussi, born 16th April 1846, daughter of Johannes Gerardus Paulusz 
i Helen Catherine Jones. He had by her— 

1 Roseline Maud, born 7th July 1865, died 1939, married Adol-
phus Charles Paulusz born 4th July 1864, died 1934, son of 
John Gerard Paulusz and Annie Catherine Thomas. 

2 Eveline Jemima, born 17th September 1866, married in the 
Dutch Reformed Church, Wolvendaal, l l t h January 1893, 
Henry Ondaatje. 

3 Colvin Lloyd, who follows under V. 
4 Ada Ellen, born l l t h December 1871, married Frank Hardy. 
5 Ethel Carey, born 15th February 1875. died 12th January 1914, 

married in the Dutch Reformed Church, Wolvendaal, 25th 
February 1897, Edward Boyle de Hoedt, born 1875, died 9th 
March 1914, son of Charles William de Hoedt, Proctor, and 
Maria Lucretia Taylor. 

6 Stella Frances, married in the Dutch Reformed Church, Wol­
vendaal, 12th June 1902, Allan Francis Richard Alvis, born 
26th December 1875, son of Francis Albert Alwis and Ellen 
Alice Thomas/,, 

V 
Colvin Lloyd Demmer, Station Master, Ceylon Government Rail-

y, born 16th June 1869, died 27th July 1946, married in the Dutch 
formed Church, Wolvendaal, 17th April 1895, Florence Clara de 
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Hoedt, born 27th December. 1872, died 19th March 1941, daughter o 
Charles William de Hoedt, Proctor, and Maria Lucretia Taylor He ha< 
by her— 

1 Colvin Stanley, born 18th April 1896, died'4th March 1922 
married in the Dutch Reformed Church, Regent Street 
Colombo, 22nd June 1922, Sylvia Irene Kellar, born 13th .Tun 
1900, daughter of Arthur Meurling Kellar and Rosalind Minv 
Ephraums. (D.B.U. Journal, Vol. XXIV, page 107, and Vo 
XXXVIII, pyge 54), 

2 Eric Taylor, born 7th September 1897, died in infancy, 
3 Allan Bertram, who follows under VI, 
4 Ouida Florence, bora 17th July 1899, married in All Sainti 

Church, Borella, 31st May, 1926, Percival Timothy Cappe 
born 17th October 1889, son of Benjamin Joseph Forbes Cappc 
and Mary Emalene Job. 

5 George Hilton, who follows under VII. 
6 Hugh Clifford, who follows under VIII. 
7 Collingwood Roy, who follows under IX. 
8 Frederick Harris, born 26th October 1905, married in tfc 

Dutch Reformed Church, Bambalapitiya, 29th December 193' 
Trixie Brenda de Zilva,born 10th September 1910, daughter < 
John Barton de Zilva and Stella de Neys. 

9 Cora Bianca. born 28th November 1907, married in the Dutc 
Reformed Church, Regent Street, Colombo, 17th Decembt 
1930, Daisy Cyril Edgar Heyzer de Zilva, born 27th Januai 
1904, son of Charles Cyril de Zilva and Daisy Gertrude Heyze 
(D.B.TJ. Journal, Vol. XXVI, page 29). 

10 Esther Graciebel, 29th February 1912, married in All Saint 
Church, Borella, 27th December 1930, Douglas Prosper Hess 
born 15th June 1907, son of Jessel Godfrey Hesse and Mai 
Augusta de Haan. 

VI 
Allan Bertram Demmer, A.M.I. (Loco) E., Divisional Transport 

tion Superintendent, Ceylon Government Railway, born 2Gth Avigu 
1898. married in St. Paul's Church, Randy, 4th July 1923, Enid Mill 
red Jansz, born 3rd February 1903, daughter of Francis Scheffer Jan 
and Edina Constance Van Dort. (D.B.U. Journal, Vol. XXXIX, pai 
36). He had by her— 

1 Allanson Rex, who follows under X. 
2 Enid Yvonne, bora 20th July 1929. 

VII 
George Hilton Demmer, Inspector, Ceylon Governmeat Railwa 

born 7th January 1901, married in the Dutch Reformed Churcht Bar 
balapitiya, 27th June 1927, Sheila Ruth Garvin Speldewinde, born 14 
March 1909, daughter of Frank Adolphus Speldewinde and Chariot 
Evangaline Garvin. (D.B.U. Journal, Vol. XXXHI, page 78, and V 
XXXIV, page 12). He had by her -
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L George Brian, born 23rd April 1928. 

I Sheila Doreen, born 2nd 7uly 1930, married in the Church of 
the Ascension, Midland Junction, Western Australia, 16th 
December 1950, Rex Arthur Drtmnnond Rartholomeusz, born 
1st November L925, son of Frederick Roland Bartholomeusz 
and Harriet Anne Atwell. 

3 Eileen Ruth, born 21st July 1931. 

VIII 
Hugh Clifford Demmer, Inspector, Ceylon Government Railway, 

■ 18th May 1903, married in St. Michaels' and All Angel's Church 
nbo, 27th December 1928, Iris Estelle Kriekenbeek, born 12th 
1907, daughter of Jnslin John Kriekenbeek and Edith May 
on- He had by her— 

1 Iorine Estelle, born 29th April 1929, 
2 Hugh'Eardley, born 8th August 1930. 
3 Joan Avril, born 25th July 1934. 

IX 

Collingwood Roy Demmer, Inspector, Ceylon Government Rail-
. horn 3rd June 1904, married in the Dutch Reformed Church, 
."•tit Su-eet, Colombo, 29th July 1931, Onida Lorraine Kriekenbeek, 
, 1-L June 1910, daughter of Justin John Kriekenbeek and Edith 
Wolton. He had by her— 
1 Vilma Lorraine, born 5th June 1932. 
2 Ch t-istobel Maureen, born 9th March 1936. 
3 Kathleen Audrey, born 28th February 1937. 

X 

jmson Rex Demmer, Planter, born 15th May 1024, married in 
J'? Church, Kandy, 18th February 1950, Christine Amy Van 

, horn 12th July 1926, daughter of John Taylor Van Twest, 
.r,, c.i-j., District Engineer, Public Works Department, and Emma 
trice Wambeek. (D.B.U. Journal, Vol. XXVII, page 71, and Vol. 
XIX. page 78). He had by her— 
1 Christine Veronica, born 7th January 1951. 

NOTES:—(1) In 1S47, Carolina Demmer nee Krasse, and Johanna 
Magdalena Demmer, referred to in II, received 
assistance from a remittance forwarded by the 
Dutch Government in the East Indies for the relief 
of widows and orphans of servants of the late Dutch 
Government of Ceylon. 
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(2) Allan Bertram Demmer, referred to in VI, joined 
the Ceylon Government Railway in 1913 as an ap­
prentice. He was appointed Probationary Assistant 
Divisional Transportation Superintendent in 1929. 
He proceeded to England in 1931. for a course of 
study and training, and was attached to the Great 
Western Railway in the United Kingdom for two 
years. On his retnrn, he was confirmed as Assis­
tant Divisional Transportation Superintendent, and 
in 1940 he was promoted Divisional Transportation 
Superintendent. In 1951, he was appointed to act 
as General Manager of Railways. 

(3) Hugh Eardley Demmer, referred to in VIII, 2, 
won in 1950 the Gold Medal of the Trinity College 
of Music, London. 

P o m p e u s G e n e a l o g y . 

D.B.U. Journal, Vol. XLI. page 20. 

(Correction,) 

On page 24, Section X, item 2, for ' 'Louis Jul ian" rea 
Louise Julia' \ and for " i8th November" read 11th November". 

D. V. A. 
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THINGS IN GENERAL. 

{FROM A WOMAN'S STANDPOINT.] 

By Athena. 
Flippancy and Frivolity. 

Ii LS quite the fashion amongst young people of the present 
*■ iiiiou to be both flippant and'frivolous. They fancy it makes 

' iok quite clever and up-to-date to be continually!indulging in 
;tf stupid witless jesting over the gravest and often even the 
icred subjects. They lose sight of the fact-'that such onrea-
■. levity argues a shallowmindeduess and want of ballast tha t 
/■aliens contempt, instead of admiration. 

'i althy jesting and mirth are all very well at the proper time 
■ oe. I t is life's sunshine and deserves all encouragement,' 

flippancy which makes a jest of religion, turns into ridicule 
iver issues of life, makes the tender relations of human hearts 
■.s for levity, cannot be too strongly condemned. 

'I ■• talk lightly and frivolously on subjects that should be seri-
■ iscussed is only a pose which is adopted because it seems- to 

. fashion among certain callow youths and feather-brained 
This is generally a phase of extreme youth, and as these boys 

Ods grow older they usually see the folly of it and put it aside 
- hec childish things, but there are instances when flippancy 
volity become habitual and are not out-grown even with the 

'jof years. Ifc is painful to see men aud woman of mature 
adulging in foolish levity over any and every subject. Noth-
ms worthy of serious thought to them. Subjects which are 
espect and due reverence by all right-minded people are dis-
l with stupid jokes which disgust one. 

''ippancy in speech is as much to be deplored and discouraged 
iolity in dress and behaviour. Life is not all play, though 
should be a due proportion of it, and even in our legitimate 

• af play, we should not lose sight of reverence, respect and 
: oesa. Life is too real and earnest a thing to be turned into a 
«' burlesque where men and women act like clowns and say, 

all sorts of silly things because they think it will amuse or 
e it is the fashion. 

lly those who are thoughtless and selfish can afford to be 
it or frivolous. Those who think at all about life with all its 
ns, can never, in their happiest moments even, indulge in 

•oy and careless unthinking levity. 
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The people who lead frivolous lives, who yet have not know 
sorrow and loss, cannot bear to think that life has n serious, bide E 
all. They would fain believe that it is only a ceaseless pursuit i 
pleasure, of gratifying all one's desires, and regard it as a person, 
injury to be compelled to face some unpleasant subject or to reahs 
even for a moment tha t life has a serious side. They live their livt 
as if they were immortal, as if sickness, sorrow or death could ne^t 
enter their lives, and they put the thought of all such unpleabar 
things as far as possible. As they get older and life has compelk 
thera to realize some of its responsibilities and obligations they gt 
calloas and still persist in their frivolous ways which then becoru 
habitual. 

I t is a painful sight, but one common enough in our churche 
to see surreptitious tittering, joking, and whispering going oneithe 
before or during Divine Service. People who cannot manifest 
proper spirit or reverence here, are surely better away. I have als 
noticed people attend funerals and directly the last sad rites ai 
over, they indulge in all sorbs of frivolous gossip, unseemly jokes an 
often in the case of men adjourn to the nearest hotel for refresL 
ment. If they had a due sense of the solemnity of the scene the 
had just been witnessing, it should surely make them act in a seen 
liei* manner. Even the presence of death does not affect them, bu 
still leaves them calloas and careless. But this sort of thing begin 
in what is looked upon as harmless flippancy and frivolity. 

Another form taken by flippancy is when things tha t are d< 
dedly wrong and harmful are spoken lightly of, and treated a 
huge joke, as something to be laughed over. This gives a wrc 
impression to the minds of the young people around and mai 
them think "What can be laughed over as this is, can surely not 
wrong." Here is one danger caused by flippancy in the wrc 
place. 

We can surely make ourselves pleasant and agreeable,witty i 
amusing, without being flippant and frivolous. At any rate it 
worth trying. 

(H) Concerning Superstitions. 

One would fancy tha t superstitions like miracles are ehtir 
things of the past in this progressive age, when everything is vievi 
in the clear light of commonsense t and a matter of fact judgment 
bi'onght to bear on every subject. But very often we are made 
realize that superstitions are not as obsolete as we think them to 
and they crop up in the moato unlikely places, 
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For instance you will find your carefully planned dinner party 
b iu a most aggravating manner by somebody discovering that 
e are thirteen at table, and deolining to sit down. You have 
giving much time and thought to every other detail, but not 

g the least bit superstitious yourself have forgotten the fact 
others may be so, and therefore your well-laid plans have all 

ig agley," and your dinner is not the success you desired it 
e, 

The hooting of an owl, or the prolonged howling of a dog, in 
i proximity to your house is said to betoken the approach of 
h or some other dire misfortune to one of the members of the 
ehold, and many cheeks pale and hear ts grow heavy as they 
these direful omens, but why should we distress ourselves over 
trifles instead of taking a common-sense view of i t ? Surely 

)wl must hoot occasionally, just as every other member of tha 
aered tribe gives utterance to its own peculiar notes, and why 
near a dwelling house just as much as anywhere else, and why 
ild we grudge a dog the luxury of giving utterance to his feelings 
neliness or weariness in the way most natural to him. 

Some people will make themselves most miserable if they find 
■ have accidentally passed under a ladder, or if they have forget-
> passed you the salt or spilt a little of it on the tablecloth, 
will forthwith begin to imagine all manner of misfortunes are 
sore for them. 

Others again when engaged in the agreeable occupation of buy-
tn'esenbs for their friends will reject with horror yonr sugges-
■of buying a pen-knife or a pair of scissors or anything sharp be-
se they affirm it would bring about a quarrel between the donor 
the recipient of the gift. 

To find a horse-shoe or a pin, our superstitious friends tell us, 
(kens luck, just as much as a four-leaved shamrock, while to see 
magpie heralds sorrow, though two are harbingers of joy. While 
sing, if yon"wear a garment inside out, luck is on its way to you, 
you must keep the thing on wrong side out if you want to get 
, but if you rectify the error you throw it away. Believers in 
e superstitions are many and you will find them placing un-
tioning faith in them in spite of all the ridicule they are assail-
vith, 

Friday is supposed to be a particularly unlucky day on which 
nbfirk on any enterprise or to begin doing anything, t h i r t een^ 
unlucky number, and individually some people have certain 

cky months, on which they firmly believe all their misfortunes 
e to them. 



&2 ' THE JOURNAL OP THE 

Oeylon h a s got some pecul iar supe r s t i t i ons of i ts own. One 
t h a t i t is unlucky t o mee t a B u d d h i s t p r i e s t as you se t out a 
where* ^ o u r mission is sure to prove d i sas t rous . A n o t h e r is t 
a l izard 's crv hea rd jus t as you are ah out t o do a n y t h i n g betok 
fa i lure . Whi ie a favour i t e t h e o r y amongs t t h e ' S i n h a l e s e is t 
some people h a v e got t h e r a t h e r u n p l e a s a n t gift of b r ing ing lll-l 
t o any pe r son or t h ing t h e y admi re , qu i te involuntar i ly , some lb 
like and ye t unl ike t h e I t a l i a n supe r s t i t i on regard ing t h e evil i 
which we are told is p rompted by t h e evil wish. 

B u t we of ten hea r of s u p e r s t i t i o u s con t r ad i c t i ons , which , wl 
you come t o t h i n k of i t , a re as good as being supers t i t ions the 

selves, 

]?or example t h e r e is a s to ry of a lady who s t a r t e d on a 
voyage in fear and t r e m b l i n g , as he r boat t h o u g h due to s t a r t o 
T h u r s d a y , could not get away ti l l F r iday . I n add i t ion to t h i s ■ 
found he r b e r t h had been changed and she found herself in No. 
At t h e first meal she sat down t o she spilt t h e sal t , and look 
round p re sen t ly , found herself one of t h i r t e e n a t t a b l e ! Well, 
sh ip came safely back; a n d t h i s lady in sp i t e of her supers t i t i i 
had a very nice hol iday, t h o u g h all t he s igns and symbols of 
s u p e r s t i t i o u s lore were qui te upse t . 

So genera l is t h e object ion to Cabin IB t h a t on m a n y s t e a m 
i t is o m i t t e d . B u t he re is a n o t h e r i n s t ance of t h i s par t icu 
s u p e r s t i t i o n being "knocked on the head . " I t was t h e l a s t jouti 
of t h a t il l-fated s t e a m e r , t h e "°Dmmmond Cas t le . " Qui te up to 1 
l a s t m i n u t e b e r t h 13 was unbooked, no one would have it, B u t j 
before t he s t e a m e r s t a r t e d a gen t l eman took i t , finding i t t h e o 
su i t ab le one vacant , as he was anx ious to make t h e journey . W l 
t he s t e a m e r foundered he and t w o q u a r t e r - m a s t e r s were t h e o 
ones saved. 

I t h ink we migh t well re legate s u p e r s t i t i o n s , like m a n y oil 
fanciful t h i n g s , to a by-gone day, a n d no t let them w o r r y us i 
necessar i ly . "We would t ru ly m a k e ourselves m i s e r a b l e if 
ac tua l ly pu t fa i th in, and give heed t o , all t he " s igns and por ten 
a r o u n d us , 
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E G B E R T B L E T T E R M A N 
T h e H o l l a n d e r w h o w a s P o s t m a s t e r G e n e r a l . 

(Extract from AnnaU of the Ceylon Civil Service, 
by J. R. Toussaint). 

In t h e year 1804 a D u t c h m a n from the Cape of Good Hope 
red t h e Civil Service . Th i s was E G B E R T B L E T T E R M A N , 
was formerly Pr inc ipa l Clerk in t h e Secre ta ry ' s office a t t h e 

i. He came wi th a r e c o m m e n d a t i o n from t h e Sec re t a ry of 
e. who said t h a t " t h e pecul iar c i r c u m s t a n c e s in which th i s 
ileman is placed by his adhe rence to t he H o u s e of Orange and 
lis a t t a c h m e n t and service to t he B r i t i s h G o v e r n m e n t en t i t l e 
to His Majes ty 's p ro tec t ion , and his t a l e n t s and h a b i t s of busi-
qualify h im in a pecul iar m a n n e r to be useful in t he C o l o n y / ' 

ih appointed h im F i r s t A s s i s t a n t in t h e Chief Sec re t a ry ' s office, 
asked for i n s t r u c t i o n s from t h e Sec re t a ry of S t a t e as to 

ther he i s ."one of t h e regu la r Civil S e r v a n t s , " adding t h a t " b i s 
ices a re h igh l j ' useful, and t h a t t he i r exercise ca rmot hut be 
,tly s t imu la t ed by t h e hope of a d v a n c e m e n t and the ce r t a in ty of 
re p romot ion , " B u t Governor Mai t l ahd did n o t look wi th t h e 
e favour on B l e t t e r m a n as N o r t h did. On h i s a r r iva l &i ai t land 
id B l e t t e r m a n officiating as P o s t m a s t e r - G e n e r a l in addi t ion to 
luties as F i r s t A s s i s t a n t in t h e Chief Sec re ta ry ' s office. W r i t i n g 
ae Secre ta ry of S t a t e he expressed the view t h a t " t h e s e t w o 
atioaa a re exac t ly the t w o m o s t except ionable to be held by a 
igner, who m u s t a f te r all, w i th all h i s a t t a c h m e n t , have a 
iral feeling wi th regard to his own c o u n t r y m e n . " Mai t l and , 
■efore, quiet ly t r a n s f e r r e d h im to t he Cus toms , "'with which he 
Ji'fectly sat isf ied." 
B le t t e rman seems to h a v e lived down t h e early suspic ions en ter -
ed of his loyalty, for a f te r t h e lapse of some years be was aga in 
Dinted P o s t m a s t e r - G e n e r a l , bu t he caused t h e Gove rnmen t a ^ rea t 
I of anxie ty by engaging in pr ivate t r a d e . This led to some cor-
londence wi th t he Secre ta ry of S t a t e , w h o saw " no object ion t o 
indulgence granted to B l e t t e r m a n of con t inu ing to expor t h i s 
> produce, provided it be so guarded as to p reven t a possibi l i ty of 
leing a cover for more ex tended c o m m e r c i a l t r a n s a c t i o n s . ' ' 
According to a n e w s p a p e r p a r a g r a p h , B l e t t e r m a n once per-
led what in those days was cons idered a s m a r t piece of detec-

work. A da r ing theffc of cu r rency notes- had taken place and 
Treasury peons were suspec ted . " T h e Magis t ra te , Mr. E . Ble t -

uan, adopted an ingen ious plan for not only t rac ing t h e th ieves , 
also for recover ing the s to len p rope r ty . H e ordered t h e 

)ecfeed peons to be confined in two s e p a r a t e cells, w i t h a v a c a n t 
intervening be tween t h e m . When i t was g e t t i n g dark , t h e 

jistrate r eques ted t h e I n t e r p r e t e r Mtidaliyar t o - o c c u p y t h e 
ant cell and make a n o t e of t he conve r sa t ion which passed 
ween t h e two peons ", 
There is no record as to when B l e t t e r m a n left t h e Service . I t 

, probably af ter t h e yea r 1883. 
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Your C o m m i t t e e has p leasure in submi t t ing t h e following 
r e p o r t : — 

M e m b e r s h i p :—The n u m b e r of m e m b e r s on t h e roll a t t be end 
of t he yea r unde r review was 462 as compared with 466 a t t h e end 
of 1949:— 

As at 1st J a n u a r y , 1950 
No. of member s re-e lec ted 
New m e m b e r s joined 

4G6 
12 
24 502 

L e s s : — 
Resigned 
Died 
S t r u c k off unde r Rule 6 (e) 

No . of m e m b e r s as a t 31-12-50 

Colombo M e m b e r s : — 
Pay ing Rs . 3/- per m e n s e m 

„ Re. 1/- „ ,, 
-/50 c t s . „ 

Outstation Members:— 
P a y i n g Re . 1/- per m e n s e m 

„ -/SO c ts . ,, ,, 

Out of the Is land 

462 

13 
5 

22 

215 
40 
28 

93 
77 

453 
9 

462 

General C o m m i t t e e ; —Eleven m o n t b l y mee t ings and o 
special mee t ing were held dur ing t h e year . The average a t t enda r 
was 15. 

Standing Committee for Ethical & Literary Purposes ;— 
The C o m m i t t e e a r r anged t h e following L e c t u r e s dur ing t 

yea r :— 
(1) Life in Austral ia—by Mr, 0 . E . Foenan&er . 
(2) W h a t is C h r i s t i a n i t y ?~-by Rev. J . O. Bohuring. 
(3) Some F a m o u s Men I have met—by Mr. Vic tor Lewi 
(4) Leaves f rom a Surgeon ' s Log Book—by Profesi 

Milroy Paul . 
0>) Ceylon Jungles—by Dr. R. L, Spit teL 

We are grea t ly indeb ted t o t h e s e gen t l emen for t h e i r servk 
and a re glad to r epo r t t h a t t he a t t e n d a n c e a t all t h e s e Lec tu res 1 
grea t ly improved . 
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The Journal—was issued qua r t e r ly unde r t h e able Ed i to r sh ip 
- \fr. R. L. Brobier . 

The ques t ion of funds caused some anxie ty ; and the posit ion 
■ ■ reviewed by t h e Genera l C o m m i t t e e and it was found necessa ry 
. ■ aise t he subscr ip t ion to Rs. 10/- per a n n u m . We are thankfu l 

■ Lhe subscr ibers who will ingly accepted t h i s inc rease . 
Th.e B u l l e t i n - T h e Bul le t in u n d e r t b e E d i t o r s h i p of Mr. B . R. 

'■i ze, con t inued to fulfil t he purpose of acqua in t ing m e m b e r s w i t h 
.. • act ivi t ies of t h e Union. 

An appeal is once again made to m e m b e r s to a s s i s t t h e Ed i to r 
" ii.,h art icles on c u r r e n t topics , or by furnishing i t ems of news . 

Reference Library —Though t he L ib ra ry has been of benefit to 
,' members , t h e n u m b e r using it h a s not been considerable , and in 

iw cases those who have borrowed books have been r a t h e r slow 
n re turning t h e m . 

Dona t ions by m e m b e r s of two boobs were grateful ly received 
"i 1 on the r e c o m m e n d a t i o n of t h e L ibra ry C o m m i t t e e a n u m b e r of 
.i v books was pu rchased dur ing t h e year . 

The a im of t b e Union wi th regard to t he L i b r a r y is to build up 
L- complete a collection of books as possible which are e i the r 
v .tten by members of t h e D u t c h Burghe r C o m m u n i t y i r r e spec t ive 
-i" the subject wi th which they deal , or deal w i t h any aspec t of 
i 'Ion i r respect ive of t he a u t h o r ' s c o m m u n i t y . A card index is 
•i - tillable in t he Reading Room of all t h e books now in t b e Libra ry . 

Standing Committee for Purpose of Social Service—This Com-
11 fetee m e t on t e n occas ions du r ing t h e year , and t h e a t t e n d a n c e a t 
i these mee t ings was very sa t i s fac tory . Members display g r e a t 
i ■ erest in t h e ac t iv i t ies of t h i s Commi t t ee . I t has n o t ye t been 
»■ 'jsible to persuade t he Publ ic Ass i s t ance C o m m i t t e e t o r e n e w the 
■ ■immigrant which had been s topped t h e previous year , and the 

J. -ad for e n h a n c e d subscr ip t ions to enable t h i s Commi t t ee to ma in -
n i ts ac t iv i t i e s m u s t be emphas i s ed . 

Out of t he F u n d s at i t s disposal t he Commi t t ee con t inued to 
'. iist the Aged by t h e g r a n t of m o n t h l y pens ions , besides affording 

ertain a m o u n t of Casual Relief. 

Approximately Rs. 245/- was paid out m o n t h l y which is a g rea t 
r i i rease over previous yea r s . 

The C h r i s t m a s T r e a t for t he Poor was held as usua l . The cos t 
\ ' ,s met from p a r t of t h e proceeds of t he Ut i l i t y Sale a n d a con t r i -

! tion of Rs. 25/- from Union F u n d s . 

Standing Committee for Social Recreation, Entertainment, & 
Sport.—Eleven m e e t i n g s of t h i s Commit tee were held d u r i n g t he 
\ ar Mr. Fros ty van Langenbe rg , i t s H o n y . Sec re t a ry , resigned 
. '"ring tbe yea r owing to p re s su re of work and Mr. Sandy Toussa in t 
v..is eleoted in his place. Our t h a n k s a re due to these g e n t l e m e n 
fir tbe successful func t ions we have had during t b e yea r , 



86 ms jcmmi. ofr n̂fe 
WQ started the year with a Dance on St. Valentine's Day. This 

was followed by a Dinner-Dance in June in aid of the St. Nikolaas' 
Home, a Race Dance in August, and the Christmas Party. 
Founder's Day was also celebrated as usual. A Cinema Show in 
June completed the list of functions this Committee were responsi­
ble for. 

Billiards.—The Billiards Tables continue to be very popular 
24 Competitors participated in the Billiards Tournament which 
was won by Mr. J. A. Leembruggen who met his brother Mr. h. A. 
Leernbruggen in the finals. The English Snookers was won by 
Mr. G. A. H. Wille and the Rangoon Snookers by Mr. J. C. E. Fer­
dinands. 

Standing Committee for Genealogical Research — Bight meet­
ings were held during the year with an average attendance of six. 
Twenty eight applications for membership were considered. 

Standing Committee for Increasing Membership—This Com­
mittee met during the year and its members were mainly responsi­
ble for the new members admitted. 

Standing Committee for Purposes of Education—Ten meeting 
were held during the year with an average attendance of six. Th 
fees or part fees of 18 children were paid during the year from th 
Education Fund. The Sinhalese Prize Examination was held oi 
Saturday the 20th of January 1951. 32 , candidates sat for tbi 
examination which was conducted as usual in three grades, i 
statement showing receipts and payments iu connection with th 
Education Fund is attached. Three representatives from this Com 
mittee took part in framing a, joint memorandum sent to the Direc 
tor of Education on the 21st .of September 1950 regarding tin 
Sinhalese Paper a t the S.S.C. Examination. 

St. Nicholaas' Eve Fete.—The distribution of toys to childiei 
of members took place as usual on Tuesday the 5th of Decernbei 
when 162 children received gifts, Subscriptions collected amounte 
to Rs. 1,229/63 and Rs. 1,238/45 was expended. 

St. Nicholaas' Home. —The Committee administrating thi 
Fund met on nine occasions. A Special Appeal for Funds to mee 
the balance required to complete the building and to equip it wa 
launched in May, and building operations s tar ted in June. 

A sum of Rs. 18,137/-, was collected during the year, and th 
building has almost been completed,, More money is required ti 
meet the cost of Water Service, Furniture and Equipment. Ever 
eflort is being made to get this as early as possible, so tha t t b 
Home may be an established fact in the first half of 1951. 

Finance Committee.—Eleven meetings of the Committee weri 
held with an average attendance of nine. The excess of Expendi 
diture over Income for the year was Rs. 596/77,, 

Special Funds,—The attention of all members is drawn to th 
Special Funds which are Yesfced in the Board of Trustees of thi 
Union and set out iu detail in the Balance °heet» 
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uanK unarges 
Audit Fees 
Bad Debts 
Sundry Expenses 
Income Tax 
Depreciation 

Z<6 Vd 
200 00 

... 1,109 78 
189 84 

... 113 55 
265 05 

Hs. 18,863 19 

was 
Sundry 

M 00 
67 65 739 90 

1,717 15 
-76 10 „ Profit on Billiards 

Profit on Cards " ' . , ' 
I, Excess of Expenditure over Income earned to ^ ^ 

Balance Sheet — _ . 
Rs. 18,863 19 

THE DUTCH BURGHER UNION OF CEYLON. 

Contra) 
t, Nicholaas' Home Fund; 

As per detailed Statement 
[igher Education Fund; 

Amount transferred from Education 
Endowment Reserve Fund 

eneral Reserve; 
As per last Balance Sheet 5,401 03 
Add: Interest on Deposit 120 00 

)cial Service A/c. 
As per detailed Statement 

lucation A/c. 
As per detailed Statement 

igher Education A/c. 
As per last Balance Sheet 560 00 
Add: Transfer from Education 

Account 500.00 
Contributions 

Received 100.00 600 00 

Carried forward 

54,871 00 

10,960 10 

600 00 

5,521 03 

733 48 

1,259 12 

1,160 00 

100,668 40 

■ 

Subscriptions 
Bar Account 
Sundry Accounts 

(as per Schedule) 

Loans to Staff; 
Stock: 

Wines, Spirits, Aerated Waters etc. 

Library: 
As per last Balance Sheet 

Add: Purchases during' the year 

Piano : 
As per last Balance Sheet 

Less Depreciation for the Tear 

Billiards Tables: 
As rer last Balance Sheet 

Less Depreciation for the Year 

Carried 

1,277 75 
1,664 21 

257 79 

4 50 
127 60 

125 84 
12 84 

1,980 88 
80 88 

forward 

3,199 75 

230 00 

1,055 30 

132 10 

113 00 

1,900 00 

60,327 72 
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The Baling Memorial Fund, the Speldewinde Trust Fund,-the 
Vocation Fund, the Education Endowment Fund and the Higher 
Education Fund and Reserve are available for the educational 
needs of the deserving youth of the community. 

By Order of the General Committee, 
FRED LOOS, 

Hony. Secretary. 
Colombo, 20feh February. 1951. 
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PROCEEDINGS OF THE 43rd ANNUAL GENERAL 

of the Dutch Burgher Un ion of Ceylon he ld in 
Union Hal l on Saturday, 1 7 t h March, 1 9 5 1 , 

the 

The President Mr. C. A. Speldewinde occupied the Chair, and 
there were about 70 members present. 

The Secretary read the notice convening the Meeting, after 
which the President distributed the Sinhalese Prize Examination 
Prices and the Billiards Tournament Prizes, which were as follows;— 

Sinhalese Prize Examination. 
1 Miss L. M. I van Rooyen •■■ Upper Grade 
2 Miss A. L. Francke •-• Middle Grade 
3 Miss Therese Dirckze ■•• Lower Grade 

Special Prize for the boy who got the highest marks-Mas*"1, 

Derrick Leembruggen. 
Billiards Tournament. 

Billiards—Mr. S. A. Leembruggen 
English Snooker...M. G. A. H. Wills 
Rangoon Snooker—Mr. J. G. E. Ferdinands 

The Minutes of the 42nd Annual General Meeting were re 
and confirmed, after which the President addressed the memhe 
reviewing the activities of the Union. He referred to the opporl 
nity we had of welcoming back to the Union for a few menths t 
daughter of our Founder, and to the passing away of a loyal mernh 
Samuel Ernest de Rooy-who was an original member and occupi 
a room in the Olub since 1939. By his Will, Mr. de Rooy had 1< 
his residucy Es ta te of about Rs. 42,000/- to his Executor to be use 
by htm for the benefit of the Union. He called on the members ti 
stand in silence for a few moments in memory of Mr. de Rooy, ami 
as a token of the Union's gratitude for his generous beqn.est. 

Hs nest referred to the St. Nikolaas' Home which was not qniti 
complete, and appealed to members for further financial help ti 
make the Home a success. At the conclusion of his address, t b 
President moved the adoption of the Report and Audited Account 
for 1950. This was seconded by Mr. C.P.Brohier. Observations oi 
the Report and Accounts were offered by Messrs. D. V. Altendorff 
R, S. V. Poulier, F . G. van Cuylenburg, and Dr. R. L. Spittel, afte. 
which the meeting unanimously resolved to adopt the Report am 
Aunual Accounts for 1950. 

Election of Office-Bearers. 
At this stage Mr. Speldewinde vacated the Chair, and on th< 

proposal of Mr. C, P. Brohier, seconded by Mr. A, B. Demmer, Mr 
H, K. de Kretser took the Chair. 

DUTCH BURGHEH UNION 89 
Election of President. 

In proposing the re-eleotion of Mr. 0. A. Speldewinde for the 
ii ming year, Mr. H. K. de Kretser said'when we have a good thing 

should keep it', and also referred to the efficient mannerin which 
1 . Speldewinde had carried out his duties. He continued by say-
-■ that usually a President was beet during the third year of Office. 
is was Mr. Speldewinde's third year, and he wished him the 
jt of luck. The proposal was earned with acclamation. On re-
■jupying the Chair, Mr. Speldewinde thanked the members for 

.eir confidence in him. 
Election of Secretary. 

Dr. Eric Brohier proposed, and Mr. R. S. V. Poulier seconded 
i) re-eleotion of Mr. Fred Loos as Secretary. This was carried 
nanimously. 

Election of Treasurer. 
Mr. F. C. van Ouylenberg proposed, and Mr. Ian vanderStraaten 

■'loaded, the re-election of Mr. Ivor Wendb as Treasuier. This was 
■rried unanimously. 

Election of General Committee 
Mr. Ian vander Straaten proposed and Mr. A. E. Keuneman 

.*.) seconded, the following General Committee for 1951-52:— 
Colombo:—Doctors H. E. Schokman, R. L. Spittel, J, R, Blaze, 

H. S, Christoffelsa, V. E. Schokman, L , 0 . Weinman, 
E, S. Brohier, F. G. Smith, Messrs. E. A. vander 
Straaten, L. L. Hunter, H. K. de Kretser, A. E, 
Keuneman (Snr.), Frank E. LOOF» R. L. Brohier 
(Snr.), L. E. Blaze, C. P. Brohier, F. C. van Cuylen-
berg. A. B. Christoffelsz, H. vanden Diieeen, C. N. 
Ferdinands, J. C. E. Ferdinands, C. L. H. Paulusz, 
Cecil Woutersz, L. V. O. Jonklaas, A. L. Loos, W.1 J . 
F . LaBrooy, A. B, Demmer.Ivor Misso, D, Jansz, B. 
V. Altendorff. 

Outstation :—Messrs. A. E. Buultjens, P. N. Bartholomeusz.T. P. 
C. Carron, O. L. de Kretser {Jnr.J, O. L. de Kretser 
(Snr.), F. W. E. de Vos, G. F . Ernst, A. L. B. Ferdi­
nand, Vernon Grenier, E. G. Jonklaas, B. R. Blaze1, 
F. L. G. vander Straaten, Doctors H. A. Direkze, 
H. Ludovici, V. H. h. Anthonisz. 

Appointment of Auditors. 
Mr. R. S. Y, Poulier proposed, and Mr. Ivor Wendt seconded, 

appointment of Messrs. Satcbehitananda, Schokman, & de Silva 
auditors for the ensuing year, on the same remuneration as 
)re. The proposal was carried. 
A collection was made after the Meeting in aid of the Social 

pice Fund, 

http://beqn.es
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Strolling round the Pettah 

These peeps into the Pettah of by-gone times, have been gleaned 
from the contributions made by the late Mr. W. A. Weinman to 
newspaper and periodical, over three decades ago.—No apology scans 
necessary for reproducing them in these pages of the Journal, for U 
would indeed be a pity if this wealth oj intimate social history is left to 
languish and to be for ever lost. Headers will no doubt appreciate the 
need for slight corrections. Basic details, nevertheless, are those ivhlcfi 
have been rescued from the files oj a diligent collector of news-print 
cuttiugs, 

Editor.'— 
Bishop Heber's hymn " What though the spicy breezes " &c, was 

not meant for the Pettah, because, it had the enviable reputation of the 
town of stinks. There was no water service and just as they do in 
Jaffna to-day, water was generally carried in a cask and doled out 
according to requirements. Enteric was unknown, but typhoid was the 
worst type of fever. Green coconut branches placed near the windows 
was the significant mark of serious illness and the smell of tar was the 
hall mark of disinfectants. Today Jeyes fluid, Izal, &c, are items to be 
reckoned with and while salaries are getting smaller, the bills are in­
creasing. 

"When Malcolm Stevenson and Slater went to Jaffna to enquire into 
the Salaries Scheme question, they asked an old Jaffna gentleman in 
the service what reason he would advance for an increase of his salary 
—"Sir," said the old gentleman, " in days past, we bad no Melling's 
food, no Enos Fruit Salt or Semco or Bovril. 'All our luxuries were 
entailed within the small compass of pepper broth or a little fish. To­
day we want Pink pills, and even for fomentation, tamarind leaves 
are condemned and boric is essential.'' That learned Jaffanese like 
Bill Adams in the Battle of Waterloo won the clerks the salary in­

creases. 
The Librarian of the Pettah Library was old Mottau—whose soi 

Edgar married a daughter of Dr. VanGeyzel. Edgar was a chorister o 
the Wolvendahl Church and sang a beautiful bass. He was in the 
Audit Office. 

An honest man, close buttoned to the chin, 
Broad-cloth without and a warm heart within. 

John Rodrigoe was the dispenser at VanGeyzel's Dispensary am 
always made a boast that Santonine was introduced into the Island b; 
his quondam chief and that there was no one equal to him in the medi 
cal service except Dr. White. He started on his own subsequently am 
was succeeded by Kitcho Vanderwert, a man of very high rectitude, 
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-Eugene Rode, who was at George Wall & Co's, was a 1st Cross 
-reel inhabitant and his son, Cecil Rode, is now resident at Panadura 
id is always a staunch upholder of the Pettah, its customs and tradi-
TOS. The old Chinese shoemakers who lived near his house had the 
i*e achievement of making Blucher boots that could be worn without 
icks and these were days when blisters and corns were unknown. 

Professor Botticelli the Italian piano tutor and tuner, was a familiar 
?ure, and his long coat, silk hat and general get up was everybody's 
[miration. His son can yet be seen, like father, following his sire's 
•ofession. George Woutersz, the Doctor—so well known in Nuwara 
liya and subsequently in Colombo—was brought up in Pettah and his 
ther was one of the chief residents of the place. Mr. Woutersz, 
3iiior, was the organizer of hurdle races and with distinguishing caps 
i every ones amusement, youngsters were made to do their hundred 
ards in the Pettah streets. 

Edwin Ball, who was record-keeper of the Colonial Office, was a 
ueh respected resident and lived a frugal and healthy life. He was 

. lown to be pious, and able to look after his cents and when he passed 
1 > the road many voices sang out to him 

" Nebuchaniger, King of the Jews. Darned his own trousers, 
'acked his own shoes." 

His son John can fyet be seen in this dear old nothing like the 
V 3ttab surroundings. 

Everybody who lived in the Pettah knows the famous hopper 
■tique owned by Sitty, a Sinhalese woman, whose only regret was, 

- had not been born a Burgher. From early morning her "appas" 
. e in heavy demand and many an old resident of the present day 

- ars by the hoppers of the days of old. Grapes were even found in 
*'• Pettah and Dr. VanGeyzel's dispensary had a vine probably the first 
,■ svn outside the Peninsula of Jaffna. 

In Second Cross Street there lived old Mr, Siebel, the father of , ! former well known school master. A man of great intellectual 
* -ity. 

" On Sunday his figure erect 
To be seen in the family pew is"— 

V - > Mr. Koelmeyer, father of the People's Dispensary doctor, who got 
i - training under Ando VanGeyzel, of the Pettah. Ando has trained 
! ly doctors and though he has reached his three score years, he will 
- ■ up Adam's Peak or Pedro, in much quicker time than it takes a 
ii -man to swallow the draught of Pilsener or Appuhamy his R.E.S. 

Mr. Hubertsz, the father of the Doctor, who shines in literature 
.■ ' medicine equally and Mr. Van Hoff, of the Kachcheri* were towns-

i and George, who retired from the Treasury, Qssie, the Ceylon 
(' >kham a.nd Sam, the eloquent preachei\ are the worthy sons of a 
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good father, who always maintained that great respect and reverence 
was always due to old age and seniority. Abhi Koch had a private 
school, hut subsequently joined the Municipality. He was a brother of 
Dr. Koch in whose memory there stands a monument opposite to the 
General Hospital. Brick and mortar will hand down to posterity the 
Koch memorial, buc Sir Kichard Morgan, Ghas Lorenz and others h a « 
only to be remembered by parsimonious scholarships. We have lost 
our brave boys, Drieberg, Edema, Staples, Redlich, Jan and how are 
we going to remind those who come after us, the great part these cour­
ageous young lads played for their King and their country—for the 
ashes of their fathers, for the temple of their Gods and for the race thai 
has given the Island the most distinguished and best. 

Let us endeavour to take a peep into 1st Cross Street: 

And if a tear that speaks regret 
Gf happier times appear 
A glimpse of joy that we have met 
Shall shine, and dry the tear 

Except for antiquity, the houses in the Pettah are not interesting 
Built strong, substantially and solidly; with every stone well and trulj 
laid, they would defy burglars, wind, storm or rain. They possess: 
nothing of arhitectures or design but simplicity, air and comfort were 
evidently the views of the the Dutch builders. First Cross Street was 
occupied by many people who held good social positions and werefairlj 
well to do. Edmund Van Geyzel of the defunct Oriental Bank, and 
latterly of the National Bank, who married Miss Joseph lived there 
His son. who was a youngster at the time is now employed in th« 
P. and 0. Company. 

Dr. Garvin, or old Doctor, as he was called and father of Dr. Ton 
Garvin of everblessed memory, lived in this fashionable street and hat 
a dispensary which was well patronised. His sons, Harry, Jimmy and 
Tom were enthusiastic sports and though stern duty and a large practici 
kept Dr. Tom Garvin away from active participation in cricket, hi 
never missed when he had an opportunity, witnessing an interesting 
cricket match. An old Colt, a Pettah resident of old, he has always 
been a loyal friend of the Burghers and he is one of the few remnant: 
of Burgherdom, whose one word would command greater respect ano 
obedience than a volley from a whole battalion. 

Mrs. Melhuisen, who had the rare distinction of marrying thre 
times, had an extensive carriage hiring establishment and many a brid 
and bridegroom were "churched " in her conveyances. Charles Thorns 
of the Customs, -who had a song 

" Paddy from Cork, he lost bis fork 
"Whilst eatihg bread and butted1 
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lived next door, and later migrated to the Cinnamon Gardens. Mr. Zit 
Silva also lived in the same row and had the peculiarity of closing his 
loors at 6 o'clock. 

In those happy times schools and churches were state aided and, of 
lourse, the Pettah had a Government Girls' School, the Principal of 
vhich was Miss Patridge and her assistants, Mrs. Mary de Kretser, Mrs. 
injow, the mother-in-law of Mr. Edward de Kretser, Mrs. James 
fansz, wife of the Boys School Headmaster and Mrs. Koelmeyer, mother 
)f Edwin Koelmeyer of the Wharf. The school had a very good attend-
mce but when state aid was abolished the school was closed and 
mother link of old Pettah gone beyond recall. 

The Pettah Library established 29th. June, 1839, so dear to the 
learts of our Pettah residents, was in the building next to Dr. Van 
leyKel's residence until it was removed to the Racquet Court and now 
s sandwiched between Excise and its younger brother in the Fort. The 
Colombo Library absorbed both the Libraries referred to. If the 
Donsistory of the Dutch Church ever decide to convert the Pettah burial 
*round into a building site they cannot please the Burghers better than 
>y leasing the land to the Library trustees, for. the construction of a 
Library, a real, live Pettah Library. If you could get sermons from. 
itones, why not libraries from tombs ? 

The Pettah without Dr. VanGeyzel, senior or junior, would be Hatn-
et without the King of Denmark. Gld VanGeyzel was a self-made man 
nd rose from small beginnings to be the Burgher leader of the Pettah, 
le had no push but believed in honestly doing his work for the benefit 
if humanity. Gentle in his disposition, careful in hi streatment he had 
jroaler faith in the pill than in the knife and the soldiers and the Moors 
mcl the Sinhalese congregated daily to take his nostrums on the spot 
vith what efficacy those who now survive can relate. His sons, C. W. 
md C. T., and his nephews, Allie and Lawrie, have all inherited his 
rood qualities and the ever-growing demands on their time, demons-
rates the affection and trust, patients have in them. 

Dr. VanGeyzel was the first Burgher to represent the Pettah in the 
lunicipal Council. Considering that the Pettah voters are chiefly 
loors, it was a very high compliment indeed that he was unanimously 
sleeted and proved what confidence every one had in his judgment. 
[is eldest daughter married Mr. Oliver Raff el, the best authority in 
^""ing in the Fort, a man of exceptional integrity. He was consulted 

e of his assistants, now in America, regarding his approaching 
age and was, in all Pettah frankness, told by him " My friend in 
ig horses, and taking a wife shut your eyes and commend yourself 

?he amount of horse-play indulged in by Oliver is not commonly 
n. I was told Oswald de Kretser lost his ear in a Pettah fight-
is a mistake. That was Edgar, the doctor, a firm and good friend 
gave generously to everyone in want. 
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR. 

T h e Terrace? 
B r o w n ' s Hill 

M a t a r a , 

15-2-51 

Dear Sir, 
I h a v e read wi th gi'eat i n t e r e s t your ob i tua ry not ices regarding 

t h r e e lovable persons . T h e r e a re jus t two minor m i s t a k e s , no t o 
m u c h impor t ance , m a d e by t h e newspape r s as we l l , bu t sti l l mistake; 
in your no t ice of Soerbsz. On passing out as an advoca te Soerts; 
came to Gallo and prac t iced t h e r e . H e was offered a post of Crowr 
Counsel by Mr. Wal t e r Pe re i ra , who knew his abi l i t ies , bu t had tc 
r e t u r n to Galle as t he vacancy was tilled by Obe) esekere in circum 
s t a n c e s which are i n t e r e s t i n g bu t need not be s t a t e d . After a fen 
y e a r s he went back to Colombo. During all h is s t ay in Gal le ant" 
for yea r s a f t e r w a r d s C E . de Vos was t he leader of t h e Bar , a muck 
respec ted and loved leader . Soer tz had a very large and soaring 
prac t ice , p rac t i s ing no t only in Galle b u t in Balapi t iya , M a t a r a anr 
Tangal le . He and I crossed swords often bu t remained good friendf 
t o the l a s t . 

Yours fa i thful ly , 
Sgd. 0 . L . D E KRETSER, 
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SIMMARY OF MINUTES OF THE GENERAL 
COMMITTEE. 

23rd January, 1951 

Ciruljlence.—.A vote of condolence was passed on t h e d e a t h s of 
0 . F . G. van Buren- Col. A. C. B. J o n l d a a s , Mrs . E . A. 
vander S t r a a t e n , and Mrs. H . S. Christoffelsz, and t h e 
Secre ta ry was r eques t ed to convey the sympa th i e s of 
t h e U n i o n to the members of t h e i r famil ies . 

Congratulat ion.— A vote of cong ra tu l a t i ons was passed on t h e 
H o n o u r conferred by H i s Majesty t h e King on Mr. 0 . 
L. de Kre t se r (Snr.) and the Sec re t a ry was reques ted to 
convey the c o n g r a t u l a t i o n s of t he Union to Mr. de 

' K re t s e r . 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEE. 
Gen '.Llogical.—One applicat ion was considered and referred for 

f u r t h e r pa r t i cu l a r s . 
St. Nikolaas ' H o m e . — T h e P re s iden t men t ioned t h a t t h e build­

ing was abou t complete , and t h a t t he Con t r ac to r would 
be h a n d i n g it over to us very sho r t l y . E s t i m a t e s for 
"Water Service and D r a i n a g e were cons idered , and i t 
was decided to get exper t opinion as to w h e t h e r t h e 
Septic Tank Sys tem would be sa t i s fac to ry owing to t h e 
n a t u r e of t he g r o u n d s . 

Snci.ll Service .—Four appl ica t ions for a s s i s t ance were received 
and one appl icant was helped for t h r e e m o n t h s , Mr. 
L. L. H u n t e r very kindly agreed to he lp a n o t h e r appli­
can t by giving he r a pair of Spectacles from the Fr iend-
in-Need-Soc ie ty . 

Ivi t i ' i ' ta tnmsnt & S p o r t . — T h e Hoiiy. Secre ta ry ment ioned t h a t 
all mouies were not received in connec t ion wi th t h e 
C h r i s t m a s P a r t y and as such t h e accounts would be 
tabled a t t he next mee t ing . I t was also decided not to 
have a St. Va len t ine ' s Dance th i s yea r . 

I ' .J ' ici t ion.—38 cand ida t e s were n o m i n a t e d to sit for t h e Sinha­
lese Pr ize Examina t i on on S a t u r d a y , 20th J a n u a r y , 
1951, a t 10 a.m. 

F inance .—^ s t a t e m e n t of I n c o m e and E x p e n d i t u r e for t h e 
period J a n u a r y to November , 1950, showing an excess 
of I n c o m e over E x p e n d i t u r e of Rs . 816-78 was tabled 
along wi th t h e l i s t of Bar a r r e a r s . 
C o m m e n t s were m a d e on the increase of t h e E l r c t i i c 
Bill and i t was decided to get in touch wi th t h e 
E l e c t r i c a l D e p a r t m e n t and see w h e t h e r t h e r e is a 
leakage of c u r r e n t , 
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The P r e s i d e n t in formed t h e m e e t i n g t h a t a sum o 
Rs . 350/- was advanced to Mr. G. G. de Silva, t h e Clerl< 
t o mee t some u r g e n t expendi tu re , and t h a t t he sui 
would be replaced by t h e 25th of J a n u a r y , 1951. 

Resignation.—A le t t e r was tabled from Mr. E . P. H . Speldr 
winde, res igning from the Club, and his res igna t ion wa 
accep ted wi th r eg re t . 

St. Nikolaas' Fete .—The a c c o u n t s of t h e St. N iko laas ' Fet 
was tabled showing a loss of R s . 23-95. The Secretai 
men t ioned t h a t a few subscr ibers h a d not paid the: 
monies ye t , and when the se a m o u n t s were collect:-
be would c red i t i t to t h e St . Nikolaas" F e t e account . 

Annual General Meet ing.—The Annual Genera l was fixed fc 
S a t u r d a y , 17th March, 1951, a t 6-00 p.m. and the Corr 
m i t t e e would be " A t H o m e " to t h e m e m b e r s a f te r tl 
mee t ing . 

Any other Business .—The P r e s i d e n t tabled a l e t t e r from M 
T. H . J ansz , P r o c t o r and N o t a r y , w i t h regard t o tl 
E s t a t e of t h e l a t e Dr . Dona ld Schokman, s t a t ing thi 
he l'eft a sum of Rs. 10,000/- to t h e D.B.U. by cheq i 
da ted 16-4-48 and i n s t r u c t i o n s to t h e P e t i t i o n e r s thr 
t h e cheque should be real ised a f te r h i s d e a t h . TJ 
Cour t had now issued a c i t a t i on on t h e Hon 
Secre ta ry , to appear a t ahe Inqu i ry on 26th Apr 
1951. 

The P re s iden t men t ioned t h a t t h e Dutch Naval au thor i t i e s i 
H o l l a n d were sending in a D e s t r o y e r a Memoria l Tab le t on t h e 13l 
or 14th of F e b r u a r y , 1951, t o be p r s sen t ed to t he WolvendaalChnrc 
i a apprec ia t ion of t h e fact t h a t t h e Cons is tory allowed t h e m the n 
of t h i s Church for t he i r worsh ip dur ing t h e "War. The Du tch Cons 
was endeavour ing to get t o g e t h e r as m a n y D u t c h Fami l ies i 
poss ible for t h e Service dur ing wh ich t h e Tab le t would be pr 
sen ted . 

20th February. 1951. 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES. 

St. Nikolaas' Home .—The P r e s i d e n t ment ioned t h a t we h 
pu rchased 9 I r o n beds from M/s Poro l i s FernaneU 
and a revised E s t i m a t e for W a t e r Service from 1 
Ranas inghe for Rs 4,075/- was tab led . Th is Es t ima 
was in excess of t h e previous one owing to t h e hi. 
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cost of P ip ing e tc . I t was suggested t h a t we get t h e 
W a t e r Se rv i ce immed ia t e ly as t h e r e was t h e possibi l i ty 
of prices increas ing . E s t i m a t e s were also cal led for 
Cut lery , Crockery, L inen , e t c . 

Education.— :The resu l t s of t h e w r i t t e n t e s t of t h e S inha lese 
Pr ize E x a m i n a t i o n was announced as follows:— 

Tipper Grade—4 c a n d i d a t e s 
Middle „ —8 
Lower ,, —8 ,, 

These candida tes were n o m i n a t e d to s i t for t h e Oral Test . 

Social Service.—Casual Relief was given to one person and he lp 
con t inued in four i n s t a n c e s . A r r a n g e m e n t s were made 
for a Carnival on 81st Augus t and 1st S e p t e m b e r , 
1951. 

Last Will of Samuel de R o o y — T h e P r e s i d e n t tabled a copy of 
t h e L a s t Will of Samue l E r n e s t de Rooy bequea t ing 
the ba lance of his E s t a t e a m o u n t i n g to a p p r o x i m a t e l y 
Rs. 42,000/- to t h e Union . 

Annual Report & Accounts .—The Annual Repor t and Accounts 
for 1950 were tabled and approved. 

13th March, 1951. 
REPORTS OP COMMITTEES. 

Lji'iiealogical.— T h e appl ica t ions cf M e s s r s J a n Beukers , H. J . 
du Pon, and Denis . A. Kel la r were approved by t h e 
C o m m i t t e e and they were e lected a f te r t h e UBual 
Bal lo t . 

*"il. Nikolaas' Home,—'Es t ima tes for W a t e r Service from Messrs 
R a n a s i n g h e and Brown & Co., were tabled a n d it was 
decided t h a t t h e P re s iden t , Mess r s H . K. de Kre t se r 
and Noel de K r e t s e r go in to t h e de ta i l s . Dr . Sp i t t e l 
suggested t h a t owing to t h e excessive cost t h a t we do 
no t have t h e W a t e r Service a t p resen t and engage the 
the se rv ices of a Labourer to d raw wa te r for a few 
m o n t h s . 

liducation.—The w inne r s of t he Sinhalese Pr ize E x a m i n a t i o n 
were a s follows:— ,r 

Miss L. M. I . vanRooyen—Upper , Grade. 
Miss A. L. F rancke—Midd le Grade. 
Miss Therese Dtrckze—Lower Grade . 
Mas t e r D. Leembruggen—Spec ia l Pr ize for t he 

boy who got t h e h ighes t ma rks . 
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Any other Business.—Aletterwas tabled from:— 
(1) Mr. H. V. T. Leembruggen wishing to rejoin tb 

Club having paid all Bar and Subscription arrear 
He was re-elected unanimously. 

(2) Mr. G. A Rode wishing to resign from the Clu 
his resignation was accepted with regret. 

The late Dr. Donald Schokman.—The President table 
correspondence with the Lawyers in connection wit 
the Will of the late Dr. Donald Schokman and mer 
tioned that he had obtained legal opinion with regai 
to the Union's claim of Ks. 10,000/- and he was advise 
not to make any claim but to leave it to the foeneficif 
ries to honour the wishes of the Deceased as expresse 
in the letter bo the Secretary dated July 6th, 1948, 

Bulletin.—A letter was tabled from Mr. B. R. Blaze to th 
effect that he is unable to continue editing the Bulleth 
and it was unanimously decided tha t we appoint Mr. C 
L. H, Paulusz Editor of the Bqlletin. 
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