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KEYSTONES IN CEYLON’S HISTORY

(1) Fr. Fernac de Queyroz and his Conquista
By

DR. 8. ARASARATNAM,
( Lecturer History, University of Ceylon)

“Ot all the great and lamentable losses and ruins of the Portugueso
State in the Bast Indies”, says Queyroz in the opening sentence of
his work on Cevlon, ‘the greatest and the most painful in the opinion
of all well qualified to judge was the logs of the island of Ceylon.”
The first half of #he 17th esnéury saw the decline of the dominant
position held by the Porfuguese in the preceding century over Fastern
trade and shipping. The Dubeh in parbicular had begun a series of
assaults on Portuguese positions and by 1658 had expelled them from
what was widely accepbed as one of their most valuable possessionsg,
the island of Ceylon. Fr. Fernac de Queyroz set oubk to write of the
conquest, administration and firalloss of Ceylon by the Portuguese,
The monumental ‘“Temporal and Spiritual Conquest of Ceylon" was
the outcome,

Fr. Queyroz landed in India in 1835 ag & novitiate of the Society
of Tesus and served this order in various capacibios in India for a period
of 53 years. During this pericd he was deeply interssted in the
religions, philosophies and cusboms of India and like so many of hig
co-religionisés had acquired a mass of material on the suijecs. He had

also bosn working on a hiography of Brother Pedro de Bastro of the
l_ same Society who had achieved considerable suceess in propagating tha
~Catholie faith In many pachs of India.

While colleching material for
his work, he cam> upan some predictions that this brother was said to

" have made regarding the Portuguese loss of Ceylon., He wag convinced

that Bastro had foretold these events in Ceylon and this urged him to
go furthor and investigate the history of the Porfuguese in Ceyloy
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Brother Bastro had taken the line that Portuguese rule in Ceslon
had dateriorated with tyranny and that their defeat at the hands of the
Dutch was a jugt punishment from God for their misdeeds. When
Queyroy started working in the records of the Portuguese governmental
and Church archives at Goa, he became convineed that this general
indietment of Portuguese administration of Ueylon was frue. Though
he never set foob in the island during the 53 years that he was in India,
he was able to acquire a deep knowledge of the island not only from
written records but alsofrom eonversations with people who had served
in Coylon in varlous capacities. As o result of this study he had
collected such 8 mass of material ona subjeet whiech he had originally
taken up as a by-produet of his main concern, the life of Brother Bas-
tro. FHe thersfors decided to write a separate work on Ceylon and this
ran into six books.

The first hook introduces the reader to Ceylom, describes it
geography, ibs inhabitants, its cities and kingdomsg, its religions and
gocial practices. The second book begins with the landing in the island
of the first Portuguese Don Lourence de Almeida and proceeds to
recount in great detail the story of the Portuguese penetration of the
ijeland, The sbory is sustained through the second, third and fouwrth
Books, where Governors, their relabions with Sinhalese and Tamil Kings,
their major battles are dealt with in detail and with considerable
accuracy. Book Five begins with the first attempts by the Duich to
conguer Ceylon and is concerned thereafter with the twenty five years
or 80 of Dutch-Portuguese conflict. It ends with the loss of Colomboao,
Mannar and Jaffos, the last strongholds of Portuguese power. The
Sixth Book stands somewhat apart from the first five. While the first
five Books are a connected thread of narration, the sixth fakes the form
of a sermon. It is here that Queyroz harks back to the original reason
that had impelled him to write this book : it is here that he tries to
sonnect up the avents deseribed with the predictions and progrestications
of Bro. Bastro. He develops his theme and his message that the
Portuguese had not followed up the first temporal conguest with a
very neoessaty spiritual eonquest. This was the reason for its loss to
the Dutch, who were but instruments chosen by God to chastise the
Portuguese. It ends with an exhortation to the Portuguese to
reconquer Ceylon and to make sure that this time it is Both a temporal
and spiritual congquest.

The work is undoubtedly one of the most detailed histories of
Portuguese activities in Ceylon and would therefore be an invaluable
source book for contemporary students of history. especially since it
covers a period in the history of Ceylon which ig characterised by. a
paueity of source material. It is necessary, however, before seiting out
to derive history from Queyroz's work, fo understand the author’s
general view of hisbory. Queyroz’s view of history could best be
doscribed as teleological —a view that developments in life are due to
the purpose or design that is served by them. The final cause in
Queyroy is, of course, God and the course of hwman history i the
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fdulfil-ment of his purpose f'or man. In this respect Queyroz hag a great

?ahm common with medieval chroniclers, and, indeed with the authors
of tha M‘ahavamsa. [f the latter wrote for the serene joy and emotion
of the pious, .Queyroz wrote to provoke the emotions of the pious
fl‘hey both discovered some guiding hand in history, some -pa.tterr;
imposed f{rom above. The historian’s task of analysis i’s subordinated

o thab of the seer and the proph i
_ phet. History b
not a subject of secientific study, ’ Bcomﬁs part of & serwor,

The belief in miracles and predicticns and their

of Qa.lly ljfe has affected Queyroz’s historical jugzgljrfgepgll?;e a:aosart
pn,bio.n with 1‘:he theme of chastisement has resulted in tl.ﬂa takinlg) i} 011;
positions which ignore ofher important factors. Thug the role Ii)vo
to thfa Dutch as the hand of God %o punish the Portuguese doesg 3{:
take into account other factors that caused the rise of Dutch powerm')
the . Fast. It ignores the decline of Portuguese sea power in tllnn
In-dla,n chan, the gradual decline of Portuguese trade and influence irt:
?his region, the decline of Portugal itself—all of which are vital factors
in a cogs:deration of the loss of Ceylon. It further leads him to tlf
impossible position of hoping for and urging a reconquest of Ce ’Ione
_ }?vhereas a survey of the relative power of these two European na.t?ion’

;nggglfjg&sh at this timetshquld surely have ruled out any possibility oBf

: juese reconquest. In a sense this is hi i  wri

ing the Book. He desired to show wha,t;S a.B xl;é?ur:l?lfigﬂ?élost(}i;oi’g}bltn
- guese had lost, how much blood had been spilt and money gpent in i?s-

¢onquest and mainter :
isla%d. maintenance and how easy it would be to reconquer thg

' If the theme of chastisement leads Quevros t jag i i
h}sborical judgment, it also frees him fr?m S}Zi&ﬂ oof, aarfzzl;mefgxggs IHCCI:I'IS
_ylflced a8 he ig that the loss of Ceylon was a punishment for I’ori;uguesé
n_nsdeeds, he was ag eloguent on these misdeeds and provides a valuable
_commentary on Portuguese rule in Ceylon. Thisis a corrective toa
-_pro—Pmrtugu.ese pizs that one might otherwise have ezpected and has
_beon found in obher Portuguese chroniclers of the time. 'The book ig
. one of the geverest indictments of Portuguese rule in Cevlon, well doeu-
;xfanted and boldly presented, The system of unfettered a.ut’horit"y exer-
--oised by i:.hfa Captain-General and his subordinate officers left considelr-
“able a@mmlstmtive abuses. Affer the death of King Dharmapala, the

ast‘ng of Kotbe, control over administration, eollection of reva'nua
mebing out of justice paseed into the hands of Portuguese oﬁﬁcera,
Though they solemnly underiock, at the convention of Malwana t;
__'-uccept .and abide by the customary law of the land, this agreement \’va.s
often v1ola.ted. and oustoms of the land frequently fiouted.  Queyroz
;._d_ra.‘ws attention bto sueh common abuses as exeessive baxation fofced

_deh.very of produce and oppressive exaction of forced labour. Ali these
. ndicbmen.ts are accompanied by original documents of petitions present-
ad by various Sinhalsse castes and groups.
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The religious orders came off in a far betfer light hhan t‘hefmwll;hn
aubhorities. It is Queyroz's intention Eo st}lxovir);s}llﬁ{teéh%éﬂ;ﬁ.b;&:igf(ﬁué
i i : being constantly s
Tc‘tfa%f]li{;l’:faiiocr}?;i% Lj‘;zzli;ethe “gcaptains and Merchants lost Ceylon.
T',[‘hey gtood in the way of tem}llaoral cbqnquetsg E}e{)nfugg?ze;tiﬁ(;n?hz

iritus est. ag their acktioms that br :

fﬁi;lliiuagf G&t;%?es’%helga;;{ous religious orc":lers did what they cguld u??ﬁr
these adverse eircumstances and are cast in the role of c.hm:g}p‘lonﬁf.os. ne
oppreszed people. There may have been some trut‘h 1n] fm_s ze_r 1?1:]1;,
but it also appears te be somewhat overc'l'one. Tt is on .yt‘alr gpoihe
out that the eivilian authorities too corgnplmned to Obstl‘ll.lc ionb ty be
religions bodies. Nor is there any inkling of t_he intense uvawr_y ne V‘T;a,rt
difforent religious orders which is al‘so‘ an ob.sLIaGIe ‘to convelglo 'to art
of the financial difficulties of the GIV‘ll administration Wa(@i uet , the
rieh endowmentg of the churehes whieh fcok away = good part o
country's revenue,

not be proper to take at their face Value‘a.ll sbrlctureslmz%de
by Q{lbe;‘fr?:;lif the cli)viixi)an adminisi‘u:ation. There ig no appreclattlori
of the undoubted difficuliies confronting the Portuguese governmen E-
Ceylon. The constont hostilitieg they had to face from the1'r] .?an g0 .
je.cts and from the Kandyan kmgd.om made necessary a military anl
gbrong rule of the type they engaged in. The period of Portugli]ese rule
was charachericed by constant wars, rebeiho.ns. and pnrest and t.\er’e xlai
no chance for the evolation of a settled admmmtraﬁml‘w.' The view A af
bat for the misconduet of the Portuguese t_he spiritual cgnqtlles ;h
Ceylon would have been achieved appears naive and over-ménple. t
ignores the other immense obsiacles to the conversion of Ceylon to
Catholicigm.

- i douhs, however, of the great informative value of t.]:te
Worl;]?he’g:)éigl’swo to five contain a wealth of information on 1'3h'e major
events of Portuguese rule in Ceylon. Battles and expedilions aie
painstakingly deseribed.. The general level 'of accuracy of these_agcou%s
is very good. The sources of this 111fol1fmat1gn are wide an@ varied. 'I‘he
has used most of the important histories written up to bis time. « re
well-known Portugnese historiane, Barros, Oopto, Menezgs, Faria Souwa
are all mentioned. ¥e had aceess te gnpuhhshfd_ accounts of v:;f]czus
avents that were preserved in the Archives of the times. Ope suc v&las
the eve witness account of events up to t:,he dea.}:h of King \rzlmai a-
dharma by Bento de Silva, a soldier 'md mf.Lg‘m’r.mte in Cey_lon. Ni nci'b 18y
imporkant source wasg the manuscnpt wrltmgsl of Franplsco %faglfa;).
Francigsean Friar who had collected a lgt of }nformatlon on‘k.lnlla. e];;
history. These sources have been used mtel]_;gant]y and critically by
Queyrbz and the information sifted therefrom is thus the best $hat was
available.

Equally valuable iz the information provide.d by Queyroz_qbou‘? coni
temporéhry religions and soeial customs. ThlS. is rem.ar_kable in view o
the fact that he never set foot in Jeylon. It is an index to his grea‘?E
oru-lition and acuteness that he was able fo make and reproduce some o

at the age of 21 having completed his
_Amgterdam in 1654,
.East India Company and left Holland towards the end of 1654 to serve
.8 Padre in the Company’s stations in the Fast.
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bhe less obvious practices in society of that time.
are in his references toindigencus religions some valuable judgments pro-
ceeding from his Christian faith. These are only to be expected and can
be easily identified. The hook thus becomes imporfant for a study

of bhe hisbory of that period, besides its importance for the first phase
of Ceylon’s contact with Christianity.

Admittedly there

Another interesting feature is the blue print provided by Queyroy
in the end of his work for the reconquest of Ceylon and its subsequent
administration. e asserts with a great deal of justification that the
Duteh power was persecuting the Catholies and thab the Portuguese
should eome to their assistance. Having reconquered the island, errors
of the pass eught to be avoided in its administration. Ceylon should be
made the capital of the Portuguese Empire of the Hast. Its trade should
be carried on by a Company, organised on the scale of the Dutch East
India Company. This Company should proceed to wres$ Asian trade
from the hands of the Duteh, using methods that had been prefecied by
the Duteh. Within the country, sifort should be made to come to terms
with the Kings of Kandy, rather than to seek for complete sovereignity

. of the island, which had led earlier to constant and ruinous warfare. He

argues for an enlightened colonial poliey, both

from a moral and practi-
cal sband point.

It would appear then that by the sheer weight of material that has
bsen incorporated into this massive work, it must remain among the
most valuabie source books of Ceylen history. This is also the reason
why historians so far have baen forced to treat Queyroz’s work as the
framework on which $o build their reconstruction of what is generally
referred to as the Portugnese period of Ceylon History.

(2) REVEREND BALDAEUS AND HIS
WORK ON CEYLON
Reverend Philippus Baldaeus published in 1672 an enormous work

entitled, “Accurate Deseription of Malabar and Coromandel, their
bordering kingdoms and the great island Ceylon.” It had four sections

dnit.  The first §wo were concerned with the Malahar and Coromande]

coasts of Bouthern India, The third dealt with Cevlon and the fourth
desoribed Indian religious heliefs and practices. The part on Ceylon
is divided into 51 chaplers of 240 pages of folio size.

Baldasus was ordained a Minister of the Duteh Reformed Church

course of sludies in
Thereafter he entered the service of the Duteh

After a brief pericd
of service in Batavia and the East Indian islands he was transferred to

Ceylon whare he arrived in November 16586, immediately after the fall
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of Colombo to the Duatch., By this time the Dubch had fmrtllexfed 11;}}118
gouthera and wesbern sea boards of Ceylon and wers pOéSe L O]]E.lzdime
final assault on the Portuguess in North Gey'lqn and _cn.g1 11{]58 to
Baldasus accompanied these expeditions sent out in the perio fas e
1663 as army chaplain and was present af the ‘Duﬁchl co;laques of
Manuar, Jaffoa, Tubicorin, Nagapatnam anq Gochln: Albl‘t eée:, t}?flic
long-standing seats of Portuguese power Wlth| considera r ie A a o)
communities nnl charches. Baldasus's immediate task was (})] c.a.hyq
the ‘‘Reformation’ into these pla.ces.a;nd. transform Catholce u}sbeé
inko canbres of Protestant worship, Having done_thxs he \\;E.sba‘;lppcil ]_ﬂ,]id
Predikant of the Jaffna area where he served till he le e is

in 1665.

Baldaeus’s aceount of Ceylon is a somewhat disar}‘anged mlxturelpf
geographic description and historical ngurra.twe'. I—Ia.vmg . glx};enta 5}1118)
shod and incomplete description of the 1slm}d in the firs 1bc ap er,and
goes on to a hisborical account of the coming of 1‘:130 Por ug};ese o
their dealings with $he Sinhalese. At chapler six begmskt 18‘ 8 edz
of the first eonback with the Duteh and thereafter the_a wor %E?calon
as an acount of Datich-Porbuguese struggle for the domination of Ley ! .
The description of the sziege of Colongbo by the Dutch is u; n}ﬁ.m ;r
respects the cenbre piece of this narrative and occupies ﬁftqu chap ern.
The ukber lack of arrangement and the sequence of the wriiln‘g md i-ae()f
where the author, having taken the a‘ocount up fo {:fhe surren :t o
Colombo by the Portuguese, reiraces his steps to th'e rsjt cTo;jque o
Colomhbo by the Portuguese and its subsequent h1s§tor§. ‘ ?n ta.g if,s
the story of Dutch conguest is taken up and earried thr]lj(])jug!:l fo s
conelusion with the taking of' Mannar :m('1 Jaffna. T & %gsé er
chapters again become & descriptmn_ of economic and soeia. co;l itio E,
treated ab one time according to regions, ab emothe}' aaccordilng ﬂo raced,
castes and religions with a final section thrown in on the flora an
fauna of the island.

is difficult o classify Baldasus’s work. It is neither a histeri-
cal rglhu.ﬁon nor a descriptive catalogue. lIt‘lacks method anc?51 seq\‘Jencde.
Tt seoks to be both a history and a deseription of Ceylon an Buﬁnceteh‘s
in being neither, This aspect becomes clear ,When we lcom%alzg is
work with two of its contemporaries— Queyroz’s Conqm.sta an h_ntox 8
Relation. Queyroz's Conguista sets out from the oufset to be a~i; isbory
of the conguest, administration and goss of Ceylon by th'e l])?ol u}i}e?e
and this it eminently suceeeds in doing. VVha.t.ever.else is r_eutg_ 1:}
does nob broak this main thread. Km_)x’s'Relatloln. is déscrl‘p ion od
(eylon—its social conditions, economie life, pqhtmal 1nst1tut1{?s an
religious beliefs— to each of which themaes it devotgs chalg exs or
sections of the work, On the other han@, what we fmd in Ba a..e'ui' ig
a consbant fAoctuation between histlorlca.l narrative and desgl ip lv:
skebches. between events nob in historical sequence, betwgen toEws no
necesgarily comnechted. The anthor l_ms not beet‘l guided y‘tsorrée
definite purpose which may have contributed to lending some uniby fo
the work,
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This ghounld not vitiate its valué as a source book from which to
gather material for writing the history of that period if it were to
pass the other customary tests of historicity. In the frst place, the
nature of itg biag must be- identified and established. Written by a
Dateh Calvinist Beverend, in the period of Holland’s greatest achieve-
ments in colonial ventures, the work was bound to be affected by
these fuctors, The Duteh ag a people were proud, and justifiable so,
of their victories and congnests, their trade and enterprige of the
17th century which they consider the hey-day of their country’s
history. Datch nationalistie pride and fervour were on the ascendant
in this period. To this must be added the religious factor, Dutch
Calvinism, which served to feed nationalism. Dutch colonial enter-
prise in the Hast wag the ‘combined effort of political nationalism,
economic superiority and religious fervour, Rev. Baldaeug inherited
this tradition. It would be obvious to even 3 superficial reader of his
work that these feelings and attitudes keep coming up in every page.
It could not have been otherwise. Rvery Dutch chronicle or travel.
ler’s account of this period-—and there are several of these available
today-—shares this bias and one should be well on one’s guard against
it. ' '

This bias shows up in a concrete form in various ways. The fact
that Bildaeus was a participant in some of the conquests and victories
only adds to it. It shows in the treatment mefed out to the Portu-
guese, It showsin attempts to gloss over some unjustifiable deeds of
the Duateh. Tt shows in the portrayal of King Raja Sinha az an
unmitigable villain, It is thus an obvious and open Dutch story of
conquest related from the Dnteh side of the ranks. And this is what
it ought to be treated as, while it is ueed a5 a source hook.

The ungabisfactory nature of the book is also seen in the author's

- glip shod use of his sources. Critical research done into the problem

of Baldaeus’s sourees hus revealed that he has neither been judieious in
his selection nor honest in his acknowledgment of them, Undeubtedly
he has utilised the records of the Dutch Hast India Company and to

this extent his work is valuable. Tven heve his habit of quoting extracts
- from original documents eould be misleading. He leaves oub clauses

of treaties whieh he sats out to reproduece. The habit of quoting from
documents is, however, most valuable from the historian’s point of view,

though it eontributes to making the book less readable and complete,

well. Though the Povbuguese destroved most of their reeords before
they gave up Colombo, Baldaeus was able fo find some valuable récords
in their Cochin archives when thiz eity was captured in 1663. Here
Baldaeus was able to get letters written by BRaja Sinha to the Portuguese
which he quoties verbatim. * Similarly he quotes from a lengthy aceount
of the seige of Colomho by a Porfugunese eye-witness. It ig the lash
ssetion of the work that owes most ta Portuguese sources. His account
of Indian religions and sociely is exelusively derived from manusgeript
compilations by Jesuit priests of Malabar, Ttis a patchwork of extracts
from books written by others,

Baldasus has also the advantage of having utilised Portuguese sources as
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The greatest value of Baldaeus's work ig for the religious history
of the period. This is the first contact of Ceylon with Protestant
Christianity, and Baldaeus was one of its most effeciive representatives,
Just as the Portugnese had been keen to spread Catholicism from poli-
tical and religious motives, the Dutch for the very same mobives
attempted to spread Protestantism. The Dutch were even more keen
on rooting out Catholicism from Ceylon than on. converting the non-
Ohristians, The Catholics of Ceylon were for the Duteh political
dynamite for they were 2 source of disaffectioi and potential foreign
intervention, There was also the aim of converting the non-Christians
to the Christian faith as this wounld strengthen their political power.
We should algo take into account the religious fervour of Calvinism
during this period. All these factorg constitute the main- elements
of Duteh religious policy in Ceylon.

Baldaeus was one of the first Duteh workers in this field and the
gaction of hig work devoted to this theme is thus a living record of his
experiences- He was keen both on making Protestantism acceptable
to the Catholics and on getting the message of Christianity across to
the non-Christian. He was helped in the former by anti-Catholic laws
and by the expulgion of Catholie priests from the land. He records the
efforts made by him to accomplish the latter. We are able to see in
the book the difficulties and problems connected with the attempt to
eonvert the non-Christian. We see hisattempts to grapple with some
of the gocial customs which seemed a barrier to conversion, The non-
vegetarian food habits of Christians was a puzzle to the Bindu nor-
therner and DBaldaeis was amuged to see that those converted from
Hindnism elung tenaciously to vegetarianism. The caste gystem was
a further barrier. If people from one caste were converted those of a
cadte with a higher status wounld have nothing te do with the church,
The complicated Hindn marriage ritual was faithfully retained by
Hindu converts,

In Baldaeuns's discussion of these igssnes we see the first Protestant
attempt to adapt itself to Bastern social conditions. Catholicism had
floarished in the MWast about 150 years before Protestantism was
brought here. Catholic missionaries had already been confronted with
this problem and large strides had been made towards adaplation and
fugion. Wa sgee in the 16th eentury Roberto de Nobili, in Trdia and
Maten Riceiin China making efforts to interpret Christianity through
the Bastern idiom. This was precisely what Baldaeus was doing for
Protestantism. 1t does appear from the work that the rigidity of Cal-
vinigm and the austerity of its practices made ite adaptation more
difficult than that of Catholicism. This is one of the reasons why
Protestantism does not seem {o have captivated the imagination of the
indigenous people and certainly did not succeed in ousting Catholicism.
Baldaeus admits this in this work with frankness, :

One of the important methods adopted in conversion was the
study of the local language by the European missionary in order to
£acilitate direet access to the ordinary people, Baldaeus provides a
lot of information on his efforts to achieve proficiency in the Tamil
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Iangnage. He describes how he eraployed a Tamil teacher knowledge-
able in Portugunese to teach him the rudiments of the language
Appended to the work are the results of these attempte. There is ari
elementary grammar of the Tamil language; all the letters of the
alphabat are reproduced together with a transliteration in Roman
These are all valuable to students of the history of the Tamil language.
Hs .also procured translations of the important doetrinal works of
-Christianity, The Lord’s Prayer, Ten Commandments, the Four
‘Gospels weare tranglated into Tamil and published in booklets. In this
" he had the benefit of the pioneering work of Catholie scholars. It
" was important for the development of prose style in Tamil. Modern
- dcholars are agreed that this activity generated by translations of
- Christian missionary literature was largely responsible for the growth
__of modern forms of expression in the Tamil language,

. . The nature of the work that Baldaeus was engaged in brought him
1nto contact with the people and gave him opportunity to observe the
- eonditions of society- SBince most of his stay in Ceylon was in Jaffna
" he hag gome nsgeful things to say of Tamil society of his times. It iiS’
obvious, however, from many of his remarks that he knew the people
around him onlty supsrficially. But to expeet anything else wounld be
unrealistic. The historian can extract the factual information from
the subjective impressions, Whatever litile information gathered ig
" valuable, Knox has left us a penetraiing description of Kandyan
‘society of the 17th century, Queyroz and Ribeiro concentrate their
attention on low-country Sinhalese society ; thig is the only major
work of this period that spot lights Tamil society.

- 'The pictorial illustrations of agpects of life in Ceylon included in
!;he work are interesting, The gketches of village churches gives some
idea of the oriental adaptation of Dutch architecture of that period
‘The plane of forts and towns are most useful. The map of Jaffna and
‘the islands is probably the first recorded map of the area. The map
of Ueylon ig a good spsciman of Dutch maps of that period and is
reproduced by Kunox in his work. '

... One may conclude that in the midst of much that is confused and
redundant, Baldaeus has given us much that is of lasting value. It
ianot for the history that he has written that Baldaeus ig imporf.:ant
-Hig real importance is for the history that he has partaken in. It is'
from this life story that present day historians have been able to gather
information for the reconstruction of a part of the history of Ceylon.

The objects of the Union shall be :

To gather by degrees w library for the wse of the
{inion composed of all obiainable books and papers
relating to the Duich occupation of Ceylon dﬂd
standard works in Dutch litergture, ' -
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— Past against Present Hopes —

In the Velume XXXIV, No. 4, issued in February 1945, we have
published the full text of the Memorandum presented to the Soulbury
Commission on heball of the Dutch Burgher Union.

Without going into details, it will be sufficient to say that the
repregentations made laid great stress on the creation of a Becond
Chambev and of a Burgher Hlectorate similar to that which obsained
sometime ago. The deputation also asked that, in the event of the
astablishment of a Council of 100 members under the new Constitution,
the Burghers should be aliowed to return five members,

The Commission, as every sbudent of political history knows, recom-
mended a First Chamber, to consist of 101 members, of whom 95 shall he
olacted and 6 nominated by the Governor; and a Second Chamber to
congizst of 30 seats, 15 of which shall be filled by pevsons elected by
members of the First Chamber, and 15 persons chosen by the Governor-
Cteneral inhis disevetion. The reasons lor recommending nomination
ingtead of election were stated by the Commissioners to be as follows: —

“We should like o have been able to dispense with nemination, but
in view of the virtual impossibility of ftting the Iuropsan ov the Burgher
communbities into the electeral scheme of Sessional Paper X1V, we think
that, as ab present, the vepresentation of these two communibie.s should he
secured by nomination. It was proposed by fhe representatives of the
Burghers that they should be constituted a special electoral roll, and that
tho isiand itself should be constitubed a single constitutency for a separate

Burgher slectorate. This was the position betwe_en 1923 and 1931, _A
similay proposal was put forward to us by tlie Iiuropeans. Avparently

this method of election is preferred to nomination, beeauss, we wers told,
the charge was consbantly made against Nominated Members that they
were the < hirelings and darlings of Queen’s House”; and the moubth-pieces
of the Governor who nominated them. ~'We appreciate the feeiings of the
Nominated Members, though we cannct suppose that they fake this
charge very seriously — But this method of election would be unreservedly
communal and, as already pointed out, we desire, zo far as possible, to
dizconrage a reversion bo communal representation. A similar consideration
applies to the representation of the Kuropeans. Moreover, as regards the
Burghers, the considerable, though perhaps not m.‘supeml}le, adrinistrative
difficuity in determining the cowposition of their electorate, serves o
veinforee our disinelination to reconimend a geparabe electorate for them,

The Commissioners then went on to say, “asg vegards the Muslims
(Moors and Malays), that they hope that as o result of the delimitation
of elactoral districts to he undertaken by the Delimitation Commission,
it will no longer be necessary to represent the interests of this community
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- by nomination to the Firgt Chamber, and that an adequate number of
Muslims will find thelr way to it by the process of election; and that
should such hope be disappointed, it will he necessary to resort to
nomination as at present.”

The proposals of the Commissioners, with some modifieations, were
duly approved by IHis Majesty's (Government, and brought up hefore the
State Couneil in the form of o motion.

It must he unoted that under the Cowmmissioners’ proposals, no
definite number of seats had been assigned to the Burghers and that
thereby they might he adversely affected in the event of the Muslims
not finding adequate vepresentation whelly by election, and thus having
 to depend partly on election and parily on nomination. It was thervefore
felt at the time that Burgher vepresentation should be made move secure.
Mr. G. A, Wille took up this point of view very strongly when the matter
was brought belore the Btate Council, and while accepting the new
Congtitution, he expressed the hope thab the Burgher Community would
find adequate representation in keeping with its imporsance. We give
below his remarks in full :—

¥ 3 % ¥

“T am sure, Mr. Deputy Speaker, that on this oceagion every speaker
would like to congratulate the Hon. Leader on the very great ability
which he has shown in introducing this motion,

The motion has two parts to it, one is an expression ol u senge of
disappointiment, I cannot honestly associate myselt with that sentiment
_becanse, as you know, I never expected Dominion Status to be granted
shraightaway. I think the most valuable part of the White Paper is the
-passage in it which reminds us that Duininion Staius cansniot be imprg-
cwised so Lo spealk, by means of a conslilulional docusent buil must be
“evolved by experience.

I come to the more practical part of the motion, and that ig the
‘aceeptance of the Constitution thaé is offered. T eertainly, on hehalf of
my community, might say that we very gladly accept the Constifution
“hut just ag the Hon Leader has accepted the Constitusion, because of the
promise that has been held out to this countiy that Dominion Status will
“be granted in o very short time, so my assent iz also assoclated with a
hope that the Secretary of State when he considers the views that are
expresged by me here will remedy the serious grievance that wo, Burghers
~fsel we suffer from.

You will remember, Mr. Deputy Speaker, that amongst the news.
papers in London that commented on the Soulbury Report was the
Tondon Eeonomigt, a paper which always shows penetrating insight into
any question with which it deals; and what it said has been brought
“home tous very closely becanse we agree with the view thab although
seommunal represantation may do very little havm, represeniaiion on the
liies 1whiech have heen Cimposed 48 likely to end in the suppiessicn of the
nisnorities,
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T feel very strongly that T ought on this cceassion fo urge the point of
view of my community hecause, as you know, we have played an
hmportant part in the adininisteation and history of this Island and are a
part of its permanent population, and although we are the smallest
comreunity in that populationI do not think I can let our case ge by
defauls., The provision that has been made is very scanby so far ag the
representation of Burghers goes. In spite of what the Hon. Minister of
Health said with regard to the beating of the communal drum, I wish fo
emphasize that fact. The Soulbury Commissioners themselves pointed
out that if the question of rvepresentation is fundamental to any
Constitution, it is far more fundamental to the Constitution of a country
which contains a heterogeneous population, Now how is the matter
dealt with so far as the Burghers are concerned ?

The Sculbury Commissioners state thab accordingto the Midisters’
plan there is to be » House of Representatives consisting of 95 Eleeted
Members and 6 Nominated Members. The Commissioners approve that
number ag reasonable congidering the extent of our population. Then the
Commissioners go on to say that they would have liked to abolish
nomination altogether, but because the REuropeans and Burghers cannot
be fitted into a territorial scheme thevefore they consent to 6 Nominabted
Yeats. One would infer from that that the 6 Nominated Seats would be
reserved for the Furopeans and Burghers although even go the number is
guite insufficient. But in the very next paragraph the Commissioners go
on to say that they trust the Muslims for instance will find adequate
representation for themselves by means of the demarcated areas that are
contemplated, But if their hope in thab respeet is disappoinéed then
they think that nomination will have to be resorted to. So there is the
cerbainty, if the number of Nominated Seats is limited to 6, that the
Muslims, if it becomes necessary, will encroach on the Nominated Seats
meant for Buropeans and Burghers, It is inevitable. T do not see any
objection to any larger number of Nominated Seats being provided in
order to meet the necessities of the ease as they may arige.

TFor insbance, Governor Caldeeott in his Despatich pointed out that
there should be 4 geats vegerved for the Kuropeans and 2 lor the Burghers
and 2 other seats provided for any other interests that they may require
nomination. So that, in prineiple, there can he no olgjection whatever to
definite numbers being "stated. The House will also remember what the
Donoughmore Commissioners recommended. DBefore passing on fo that
recommendasion I might state that Governor Caldecott contemplated 8
Nominated Sents in all when he envisaged an increased House of only
about 70 ; that is to say, the present Houge added to hy about 10 extra
territorial seats wlich would go to the Kandyans.

The House will remember that the Denoughmore Commissioners
recommended a House of 65 elected mambers, and as against this number
they recommended so many as 12 nominated seats of whielh fhey said
that Europeans might have up to 6. Now ocur present Constitution is

going to provide in the House of Representatives 95 FElacted Members, -

S0 who will say that the nominated seats provided in the Souibury Report
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is adequate ? But when the Donoughmore Commissioners’ recommens-
dation was modified the fotal of elected seats was reduced t¢ 50 and the
nominated seats to 8. The House will see the result. Today the Burgher
Community is represented here by just 1 Member who is hardly well
enough to appear in public at the present moment, and there is nobody to
take his place. I hope it will come home as one illustration of the greal
need for u move liberal vepresentation of our community under the
proposed Constitubion.

I wish to say something on the subject of communal representation
because 1 think the mind of the Secretary of State has to be disabused on
the matter. The House will rernember that the trouble started when the
Montague-Chelmsford Commission reported on the Indian Constitution.
They were the first to condemn communal representation. But yeb they
could not aviod facing facts and so they provided schemes of communal
representation. As the Idouse knows, the India Government Act of
1935 is based on communal representation.

Then I would like to point out that the Donoughmore Commissioners
were simply repeating, s regards communal representation what the Mon.
tague Chelmsford Beport had said. They seemed to be most illogical
becanse when the Donoughmore Commission came to this Island thers

* had been communal representation for 100 vears, and although they
condemned 1§ very strongly as being a canler on the body politie, they
admitbed that communal members almost to a man had risen above
communal considerations and paid heed to the general interests of the
Islands. Itivas therefore clearly a case of non sequitur to say that
communal representalion ought to be alolished, and it only shows that
when even ablemen adopt a4 deductive theory they cling to that theory
in spite of what inductive evidence points to.

After the Donoughmore Commission came the Soulbury  Com-
mission. And what did they find ¢ Their Report teems with passages
whieh go to show that Ceylon is hardly suited for complete territorial
. representation. In fact, you will remember the passage in which they

goy that the Donoughmore Commission has been blamed for the growth
of communal feeling; but they are very emphatic on the poiut that
raeial feeling in Ceylon is almost endemic, very deep-seated, very wide-
spread, almost an antiquity. I do not think that recent history has
failed to teach us tragically that racial feelings are a part of human
nature and we cannob ignore them in any Constitution we may frame.

Very often when the subject of communal representation is
mentioned the blame is put on the minorities as if it ig they who suffer
from communal feelinge, but I can refer to passages in addition to that
just quoted from the Soulbury Commission’s Report to show that the
whole population is tainted with communal feelings; and why the
minorities ask for speeial representation is not becaure tkey suffer frem
communal feelings but because human nature beang what 71 is there 45
communal feeling in the whols population.

. I should like to vefer to another passage in the Soulbury Report in
which they suggest corcain devices for getting over the difficulties that
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minorities have to face. They suggestthe ir_:pro_ducti(_m of multl—mim?eg
constituencies and the demarcation of lerrilcrics with ; Cf nchrl 1:11 f]t
population, where there is any such, of Mu_shms or Burg 3(315. i ] {,h“rs
way they think it will be possible for Muslims and Burghers and othe
to succesd owing to the elash between other creeds and races.

That was a strangesuggestion to n‘mke‘.‘ T eould hl;)\rdly be;mve n;}
eves when I read it. I was wondering, ‘Do I §Ieep ? Dol éream'{_
Here are men burning incense to the god Of. termtormlis’r{n z.min Iz i{h 1;
cally putting a premium on ecommunal feelings. It oniy = ‘.(,(;«\S 1 af
there is in the emphasis laid on territorial representatbion, a gocd deai o
maka-believe,

not want bo bake up more of the time of the House, and I am
not pIh?r(;ic;]ly capable of doiI;lg g0, buiz I would like fo refer to one or
two aubhorities quoted sometimes against us ':md gsome which are on our
gide. You have the case of Canada which iz often re'ferred to agbla.
standard example fo show that you have o_nly “qq give responsil e
government to any community that has rg,cml differences and then
those differsnces vanish, That is only a partial sbtatement of t%e ci:._selaj.
Tord Darham emphasised the point that the French _a.nd the ng_:i;al
should have fair reprasenbabion as a necessary aid 4o responsible
government. Yeb rasponsible government Jid not altogether .suc_cel;add
Tt took another 20 years bsfore a Fedsral Government was esﬂtabhs S.
in order to give Lower Canada its own leg}sl&ture 'a,nd Upper Oa.nia. a{,.
algo its own legislature. I trust thatb thls‘oft'r.msquoi}ed cbafpjﬁel 0
hissory will bs remembered notagainst the minorities bubin their favour,

ir, i 3 ant Prime
Then, Sir, it was only a month or so0 ago pha,t the present :
Minister, Mr. Attlee, told the British Trade Union Qongress that whel_e
the suppression of minority views takes place there is no real democracye
That is in accordance with facts.

I have already quoted to you whatthe London Feonomist said and
that is a warning to be bornein mind. 1 do noé say it is «the intention
of any community here, the major commumty_ _partwularly, to
exbarminade politically any of the smalley eommun}ltl?s,_ but as an cld
philosopher pointed out with great commonsense; - Z}zm;gs a:‘e what
they are and the consequences of them willsbe what they will be”, whc?.é-
ever men intend, and in the Cousbititnon as proposed, the Burphers will
have very little room for political life.

T wish to add in regard to the Burghere — and the Leader of the
House himself acknowledged it generonsly—that they playcd a‘C(nS1de—
rable part in the progress of Ceylon during the last century. They led
all public movements with great acceptance to the more permanent
communifies in the Island, and if things have now changed tl.lere. is no
reason why they should not be given an opportunlty of contributing as
much as they can, in spite of difficulties, so far as circumstances permit,

I do not want to discuss any of the eonstitutional questionsl miged
in the new proposals, I only say that we aveept the New Constitution
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and {rust that in the administraiion: of the Tsland in the next few
years Ceylonese will show sush equitableness and capacily thatl a

further step forward may he taken as soon as possidile,

* * * *
To sum up the situation it would be correck to say that the
Boulbury Commissicn rejected * a communal basis of election” in favour

of a “territorial basis’ but introduced a communal element into their
terriforial schemae.

Suppose we pufsue this further by turning to the Report of the

~First Delimination Commission (Sessii nal Paper X111 of 1946). In the
. Report the Commissioners say: “The request that we should refrain

from giving effect to representatior on communal lines was discernible
.in the memoranda and evidenco of many. A smaller number definitely
demanded it, Some characterised eommunal representation ag retro-
grade and pleaded that we should digavow it They declared that the
politieal future of Ceylon lay in our hands, in so far as it lay in our
diseretion to adoph or rejecs communal representation, and prayed that
we should reject i5. 1t is not for us to consider whether communal

- representalion is a retrograde step or not, or to take any political

decision on that controversial point. It is, however. for us to ascertain
whether the Order directs us to avoid it or give effect to it, If the
latter, we Lave to ascerbain to what extent we are expected to apply it.
This we shall now do. Sub-section (4) of Seetion 41 of the Order
provides that, where “‘there is in any area of a province a substantial
concentration of persons urited by a eommunity of interest whether
racial, religious or ctherwise, but differing in one or more of these

- zespects from the majority of the inhabitants of that area, the

Commission may make such division of the province into electoral
districts 23 may be necessary to render possible the represcniaticn of

that interest”, Three categories of “community of inlerest” are
envizaged.

(@) Racial communiby of interess,
{b) Religious community of interest,
(¢) Any other community of interest

It is manifest that the words “‘persons united by & racixl commnnity

of interesi” can mean nobthing less than persons of the same race,

“Persons united by a religious community of interest” can only mean
persons of the same religion. This identifics without any manner of
doubt two of the categories provided for. In the third category are
persons united by any commurity of interest whatscever other than the

© two already mentioned. It eannot reasonably be contended by shycne

that fhe Order has not embodied & certain measure of ccmmunal and

- religious representation. It is not necessary to geek the aid of

eonstitubional documents to arrive at this conelusion. Thus the Order
has pointedly drawn our atteniion to the mneed for representation
specifically of two groups of persons, those united by the tie of race and

* those united by tlz‘s tie of religion, and generally of cther groups of
~persons united by a “community ofinterest” of any nature whatsocever,
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Commaenting on the multi-member constituencies the Commi-
ssioners have shown very clearly thatb “ the sombination of two single
member electoral districts into s composite multi-member electoral
digtrict will not bring any advantage 3 a minoriby unless there are in
each of thera a number nf voters who in the aggregate amount to over 33
par cent of the total of the composite distries......... we are on the whole
enclined to think that they will tend o lossen conununalism and foree
candidates and voters alike to non-communal channels of thought.”

90 much then for Past hopes, what of the Pregent ? A joint
eommibtes of the House of Rapresentatives and the Senate is to shortly
eoasider the revizion of the (Constifution and Independence) Orders it
Chaeeil, 1946 —47, and ofher written laws in reference to the following
amoag sush other matters as the commities may consider necessary:
(1) The establishment of a Republie, {2) The guaranteeing of
fandsmantal rights (3) The Position of the Henate and appointed
mambers of the House of Raprassnbatives, and (4) The Public Serviee
Oommission and the Judicial Service Commissgion.

Would it avail much to stress what Mr. Wille said before the State
Oouneil fifteen years ago when he quoted the common-sense of an old
philosopher which points out : '‘Things are what they are and the
consequences of them will be whak they will be.”
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Family Album:

THE DE KRETSER FAMILY

. The Ter-centenary of the establishment of t i

in the East. Was celebrated recently by 2 foregaﬂ:}}JJe@r]ij-r‘]agmzulfy t?nfed?:n%fx?f)?r
of t.he Family in Ceylon. "Who would gainsay that it is a historie eve l:
which comrgends itself to celebration ? 1t is undoubtedly pmieewo‘;t;:
a‘nd heartening to feel that despite a changing tide which in presen{
'::r]&nr?:z&nd(faﬂ%vo?rs to wash d_own long established soeial fabrie, sufficiens
P ce(])eb]?:tilélf_ and sentiment has with-stood it and promoted this

Cornelis de Kretser of Cuylenborg in Holland lef

on tho 7th of February 1661 in the Ehip “ Hetwapeing:fll Ezlgﬁgsﬁ
holding the rank of Adelborste. The name de Kretser derives fr
Fha brg,de _and occupation of the family when established in Hollaggl
in eatlier times, and means “carder” or ''sorter of wocl”. Cornelis de
Kretser dlgembarked at the Cape where fighting had broken out ahd ro .
ta be Q.nd in command there. He killed in a duel, the Capbain ’of a sh?e
returning f\‘:om Ceylon. Duelling had heen recently made an offen .
and Cornelis was taken back to Holland where he was tried and ac u-i?ﬁff
ted. He was then appointed 1st in command at the Cape and setq cut
to ﬂa.ke‘ up duties. e and his ship disappeared. If is presumed that
he had been captured by pirates. He was not heard of again. ' :

. His son Liout. Louis was more fortunateand reache
he married Elizabeth Goutier and founded the familyhgg d(ejaeyIEl{(;I;t?e}iefs
.Coylon. It was their son Job who married Helena Harris Bouti and
- had the? next Cornelis in the Genealogy. Cornelis who married Johanna
- Cabherine do Vos was the father of Adrianus Henricus better known as
_.Harmo_nls de Kretger who had 2 sons, Dionysius Adrianus and Pietcer
- Cor.'m?lls, f.rom whom all the de Kretsers today in Cevlon trace descent
7 This is ev1deqt from the complete Genealogical tables eompiled b Mr‘
F, H. ds Vog in 1917, and reviged by Mr. D. V. Altendorft in 1957Y u

_ It would be appropriate to briefly outline in these

..__fa,mlly ?.sa,who]e has done to serve the public of Cgi%s; leha;fl'il?;
capaclties,gmnd to build up its social structure. DBut, more.impor.tant

“than tha_t, is to show what it has done to lend lustre to this smsll

-qpmmumty of ours, which has preserved ite integrity and prostige e‘ver

since those forgotten times of Dutch oceupabion and early British days

when the Pettah was the Gibraltar of the Burghers, e

The historian-Colonial Secretary, Tennent, described the B

B » c A got ! ur h -
“of his day as the Brazen Wheels of the Public Service. Nobta flegwe;i
those brazen wheels were moulded in the de Kretser homes. Their sirong
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gense of duby and adaptability o service under Government, was appa-
rently an inspirabion from earlier generations in the polibical service of
the Dutch for one finds many a de Kretser designated Book-houder or
hook-keeper, in the old records.

The temptation to mention namesis great. Among other de Kretser
hrazen wheels in the administrative serviee of the Government, whose
thoughts and ambitions wera somewhat Jiffevent from these which
inspired the older generabion, there stand out two who were in the Civil
Sorvice: The earlier was Hdward Hypolite, of whom a Britigsh Governor
remarked: ‘I do not know what we should have done without him”
and the later Victor Stanley. Both were awarded the Imperial Service
Order for their services to the Government, The former being the fivst
vecipient of the decoration in Ceylon, _

ITorace Egarton the senior, was another seion of the clan and a
man of great intellect. Ie filled many important Postig in the Customs
Department and is the Author of a book on “His Majesty’s Customs.”

Tn picking oud these three names there is no intention fe omib
tribute to the many doctors, lawvyers, engineers, planters, brokers, and
other professional, or business men: some in the full vigour of life,
others who have becoms old and feeble, and the many who have left us
only the memories of their presence, nevertheless all of whom hava
handed to posterity their records of work well done, and some of them
ghowing great distinetion in their various spheres of life,

Counted among these are the first Ceylonese to be appecinted
Diractor of Public Works, and another who was a judge of the Supreme
Coutt, on both of whom were conferred Companionship in the Order of
Q4. Michael and St. George ; doctors and engineers who rose to be Pro-
vineial Surgeons and Provincial Engineers when such office connobed
recognition of efficient services rendered. Tea and Rubber planters
whose experience and agreeable social qualities were widely recognised
and whose prestige is high. There are many who have been pillers of
support to Businegs and Mercantile Institutions and Banks,and one
who is a Dochor of Divinity.

There are two obther circumstances in connection with this Ter-
Centeonary colebration which call for remark. The first is the eontribu-
tion this wide-spread family had made, and is making, towards sport
and athlebies. The sesond: the pride of the de Kretser family—~meaning
of course, their Ladies. Going to the first point: a story is recalled
whieh tells thab in the days when the Racquet Court was Colombo’s
sporting grounds: " if you wanted a stand-out fight, or if you asked for
a black-eve, or may be if you wanted a shoe-point which raised you off
the ground, vou had ounly to tell Charles Leonard de Kretser that the
Colts were no good.” Those who know, acclaim that there never was
or will be a greater supporter of Ceylonese cricket, than Charley. He
was the fastest underhand bowler Ceylon produeed. To him perbaps
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the de Krefsers who were able to put up a team, and participated in
first clase erickel, o we their prowess as cricketers. In the hockey feld,
or on the track, their men and women have also brought much eredit to
the Community.

Now. in the un-natural order of things, for they should have come
first—we turn to the Tadies of the family. One characteristic over
which none can cavil is that the de Kretser ladies have preserved and
lenb gurvival to the kitchen triumphs of the old Burgher houssholds in
Ceylon to greater extent than any other Burgher famity hasdone. These
traditional agsociations they call up by the appearance at their tables
of the choleest frikkadels, haramenachs, tempradus, smoors; and
lamprais ; or by the delicious love-cake, pasielas, fugailies and penie
frito, together with home-made ginger beer, which they serve lavishly
at their parties.

There is also the survival of ancther trait which one cannot omit
to refer to, namely, she strong feeling of kinship and assoeiation among
the various branches of the family. There is not the least doubt that this
has besn sparked by the ladies. This is spsecially evident ab their anni-
versaries and other gimilar festive occasions, and equally when those
many small domestic services in times of sickness or sorrow eail for the
fellowship between different parts, rich and poor. It is bthis united
offort of co-operation. very mueh emphasised by de Kretser family which
hag preserved (s integrity and prestige,

The world is ever ringing changs, Every succeeding age will repel
the dicta of the past. Living conditions, social life and customs will
vary as loug as Time shall last. Nevertheless, the bond of family-
fellowship and of Community cannot be repealed— i$ remains with us
- forever, This page to a [amily album endeavcurs to show how for
--800 years the de Kretser family, by sympathy and wholehearted effort
have obtained the respect and regard of our small eommunity and the
major commaunities among whom our lot has been cast, in this most
beautiful of many lands, The fubure of the family now lies with the
younger generafion and those who follow., They would be showing
themselves ubterly unworthy of the traditions of the past if they did
not foster that mutuality of frust and co-operation which the history of
the family and the celebration of this Ter-Centenary connotes.

R. L. B,

Objects of the Union shall be :

To cause to be prepared and .. ..printed and
published, papers, essays, eic: on questions relating
to the history and origin of the Dwich Burghers of
Ceylon, and to publish the genealogies of the Duich
families now in Ceylon.
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AN HISTORICAL FACET

— Witnessing the Past —
By
R. L. BROHIER

The history of the Fort of Colombo at the height of Portuguese pros-
perity pictures for us a netablé Church which stood in the present-day
open space hetween Queen’s House and the Gordon Gardens, It was
named the Chureh of 8. Francis, and i held a commanding pogition on
the fortified City's highest elevation. A map of Colombo dating fo this
pericd, cirea 1656, shows us that by the side of the Chureh there stood a
monagtry of the Franciscan Monks, and not far from i, nearer the sea-
front, the City’s Goal,

When Colombo fell to the Dutch and they had established themselves
as virtual masters of the lowlands, this time-honoured Roman Catholic
place of worship was re-designed by them and used for preaching the Re-
formed Religion of Holland subseribing to the doctvinal standards seb up
by the Synod of Dordrecht.  Thus from the early days of Duteh ocecupa-
tion the erstwhile Church of 8, Francis became the official Church of the
Tnited East Indin Company—the Vereenige Cost-Indische Compagnie, as
it was then called.

Besidey being used as a place of worship the Church was also used as
a place of sepulchre and in course of time came to be crowded with crypts
and vaults in which had been laid to rest the mortal remainsg of several
Dutch Governors and their relations, alse those of many others who were
eminent in their day.

The Governor, van Imboff (1786), hrought o the notice of the
“Authorities in Batavia” that the old Chureh wasfalling to decay and was
becoming dangerous for uge, He appealed {or sanction to erect o new one
on its site. The Supreme Government did not however readily approve
of the proposal and matlers seemn to have remained ab a stand-still for
seven vears until Stein van Gollenesse arrived as Governor of Ceylon in
fhe year 1743. It was due to his zeal and interest in the project that a
new Keovk came to he huilt.

A hill-top, Just outside the Hort, which commanded the finest view
ever the vamparted City and far out to sea, was chosen for its site. Per-
haps the deciding factor in making this choice was that a small huilding
which served as a school-room on week-days and for holding o service of
woarship on Sundays had besn maintained on thiz spot from the eailiest
period of Duteh oceupation, and that Wolvendaal had thereby grown to be
a quiet suburhan parish.  If is not in the clrcumstances strange that the
hill eame to he erowned with the dwable structure surviving to this day
ag practically the only monument in Colomho which reflects the valigious
pentiment and architectural trends of the nation which ceded this Tsland
to the Brisigh in 1796,
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Levden
Delft

Hoorn
Rotterdam
Middelburg
Klippenburg
Enckhuysen
Den Briel
Amstrerdam
Zeeburg
Waterpas

The Block A contains—

Residence of H. E. the Governor.

Secretariat,
Pay Office.

Judicial office and Court of Justice.
Gun-carriage shed.

Trade office.
Carriage shed.

Bookbinder's room.

Aundit office.
Stable.
Coach-house.
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[ascorin’s guard.
Attendants’ room. v

Carriage shed.

Lasecorin’s and tom-tom hearers’ guavd,
The Mudalivar's room.

The Block B containg—

Residence of the Hon. the Military Oommandj

do Hon Mr. Albinus. P

do Rev. My, Mefzelius, 1

do Rev. Mr. Sakens. .

do Hon. the Chisf Administmtof

do Rev. Mr, Konijn. N

do Secretary, .

~do Mrs. Domburs. X

“The Dutch had a separate office of Mil®
mandeur during the earlier part of their

tion in Caylon, 1

1
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The Basiions.

are indicated by their names in the
respective hastions.

The Block A confains—

Residenece of H.
Secretariat.
Pay Office.

E. the Governor.

Judicial office and Court of Justice.
Gun-catrringe shed.

Trade office.
Carringe shed.

Bookbinder's room.

Audit office.
Stable.
Coach-house.

lageorin’s guard.

Attendants’ room.

Carriage shed.

Lascorin’s and tom-tom bearers’ guard,
The Mudaliyar’s room.

The Block B containg—

Residence of the Hon. the Military Commandeur™

do
do
do
do
do
do
do
*The Duteh

Hon Mr. Albinus.

Bev. Mr. Metzelius.

Rev. Mr. Salens.

Hon. the Chief Administrator.

Rev. Mr. Konijn.

Becratary.

Mrs. Domburg,

had a separate office of Military Com-

mandeur during the earlier pavt of thelr adminstra-

tion in Ceylon.

The Block C containg—

Residence of the Licutenant of the Artillery.
Ordnance depot (ammunition store.)
Dutch Behool.

The Block D containg—
Residence of the Foreman of the Carpenters
do First Clerk
o Fnsign Surgeon

The Block E contains—

The Dutch Hospital.
Residence of the Chief Surgeon.
do Quartermaster (Foreman of the Com-
missariat),

The Block F contains—

Residence of the Storekeeper (winkelier).

do Lieut, Hackert.

do The “Dispencier”’ {Commissaviat
officer!.

do Lieut. Ladenus.

do Cassior (Treasurer).

do Fnsign Klop.

do The Trade accounts officer,

do The Pay accounts officer.

The Block G contains-—

Residence of the Foreman of Ships’ Carpenters (Dock-
vard Foreman).

The Block H contains—

Residence of the Apothecary.

do The Hon, Caplain Agreen.
do Lieut. Noe.
do Hon. the Fiseal (Public Prosecutor).

Trn (gambling den.)

The Block [ containg—

Residence of Keeper of The Prisons.
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The Block C contains—

Residence of the Licutenant of the Avtillery.
Ordnance depot {aminunition store.)
Duteh School.

The Block ID contains—

Residence of the Foreman of the Carpenters
do First Clerk
do Fsign Surgeon

The Block E contains—

The Dutch Hospital.
Residence of the Chiet Burgeon.

do Quartermaster (Foreman ol the

missariat).

The Block F contains—

Residence of the Storekeeper (winketer).

do Lleut Hackert.

do The “Dispencier” (Commmissariat
officer!,

do Lieut. Ladenus.

do Cassier (Treasurer).

do Finsign IKop.

do The Trade accounbs officer.

do The Pay accounts officer.

The Block & contains—

Residence of the Foreman of Ships’ Carpenters {Doek-

yard Forem an)-

The Block H contsins—

Residenes of the Apothecary.

Com-

do The Hon. Captain Agreen.
do Lieut. Noe. .
do Hon. the iseal (Public Prosecutor).

Trin {gambling den.)

The Block I containg—

Residence of Kesper of The Prisons.
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After the Wolvendhal Chureh was built, the old ¢church in the Gordon
Gardens was left untended. In course of time the root of the church
caved in and the tombs and crypts were exposed to the destruetive action
of the monsoon rains which they were never intended to resist, Rank
weeds and grass sprouted recklessly whersver their roots found a hold.

Such is the dismal picture we have of this consecrated “acre”
when in 1804 the British Government purchased the house owned by the
last Duich Governor—Van Anglebeck, which stood nearby. They named
it King’s House, and Bir Thomas Maitland used it on and off as a guber-
natorial residence while maintaining a more permanent abode at Mount
Lavinia, Tt would hardly perhaps be ineorrect to conjecture that the
derelict building, the disintegrating vaults, the grave-stones and other em-
blems of mortality which littered the compound in such near proximity to
King's House, came o be considered a disfigurent in the surroundings, and
an eye-sore generally.

Something had to be done about it—but, feelings were still strained
and the British Government vealised that any attempt they made to
foreibly remove all evidence of the chureh which was in tuin and the em-
blems of mortality would be strongly resented. It must be realized that
at the time there were many eclose ties between the living and the dead
who had been buried in the Church, and, besides, many a clyp’n held the
remaing of eminent and  distinguished f()lbe&lb

Despite the heat and burden associated In that period with the effors
to build Empire, it would appear that  folerarce was not an unforgotten
word, The first step the Government took was to consult the Consistory
of the Wolvendhal Chureh and the principal Duteh inhabitants who had
elected to remain in this Island. One can appreciate that these consulta-
sions had to be approached warily, and that they were many and pro-
tracted. ‘

Eventually a compromise was arvived at and the terms of the deei-
gion were published in a special supplement of the Government Gazette
of the 9nd September, 1813. The main purport of the announcement was
as follows: “"With the consent and approbation of she prineipal Duteh
Inhabitants it has been determined to remove the coffing and remaing of
the hodies interred, to the Ohulch at Wolvendahl where proper vaults will
be prepared for their reception.” The notification also formed the public
that This removal will take place on Batur dm evening (the 4th, of
Heptember 1813) at b o’clock” and gave expression to the wishes of the
Covernment that: “Hig Ma.]est\ s Civil and Mﬂltaw Servants and the
Inhabitants of Colombo would vie with one another in showing respect to
the memory of the deceased, by thelr attendance upon the procession.”

The date of the publieation of the announcement, and that assigned
for the processional removal of the remains of those laid to rest in the old
Church are conclusive evidence that long before this public announcement
appeared the sanctified site where the irterments had taken place had
heen invaded hy an awny of labourers with piek and mamoefse. The
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stunted and stoupyling bushoes of Howering weeds and shrubs which grew
or trailed wildly on the ynined site--chiefly the periwinkle, the pink
oleander, the butter-cup, the wild chrysanthemumn and the goat’s feet
opomen, were uprooted or trodden down. The slabs set up at the beads
of the graves in the open, with the symbol of time and the emblems of
mortality executed on them in bhag-relief, were uprooted and east uside;
while within the ruin of the old Church the fHat slab-stones with heraldic
devices engraved on them which covered vault or crypt of the more dis-
tinguished had been prized open to reveal mouldering coffin or moxrtal
vemaing turned to dust.

These impressions necessarily give one pause. The following soliloquy,
versified by Captain Anderson of the 19th Regiment of Foot, which was
stationed af Colombo at the time the vaults in the old Burial Ground
were opened pictures for us the solemn scene.

While here I moralising stray,

Where hall-worn stones obsiruet the way,
Where grass and weeds each pile surround,
And heaps of rubbish strew the ground,
Where mouldering fragments seatber’d lie,
The emblems of mortalify !

Then fancy deign to lend thine aid,

And be the solemn scene displayed !

The mind while fix’d upou this spot,
Wheyre human grandeur ig forgot,

‘With reverence views the solemn scene,
And ponders what each one has been !

Some Tiusian warriors here may sleep *
Who boldly plough’d the eastern Deep,
And undismay’d by perils bore

The Cross to many a Pagan shore.
Their daring course undaunted held

By fierce, but erving zeal impell’d !
How swift their Empire rose, and fell,
Tiet History's mournfull records tell!
And here those Belgic Chiefs reposs,
Who snatched the Liaurel from their Brows,
Who check’d their Rival's proud career,
And fix’darising Empire here,

Till conguering Britain won the Gem
And plac’d it in her Diadem !

This Church is said to have contnined the tomb of Dom Joao Periya Panda
who succeeded his father as Emperov of Ceylon and was converted to the Romun
Catholic religion ¥ Governor Schreuder. in his memoir of 1762 (translated in
Lees Ribeyro pages 184 to 199) wrote :  ** His tombstone is.still this day seen in
our Duteh Church and bears an inscription stating that he in the year 1580, by
will bequeathed the wholeempire of Cevlon to the Portuguese monarch, Don
Henry.” Onewonders what had become of this tombstone, There is no
evidence of ¢ ‘‘Lusian’ tomb in this church.
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Then eome, and in this sober hour
Behold the emptiness of Power
How vanished all their regal state,
No ready slaves anround them walt,
No sycophants are on the watah,
Each motion, word, or look, to catch.
Ah no!the fawning minions run
To worship ab the rising Sun!

Within that Vault’s capacious breast,

Some Patriot Chief perhaps may rest,
No crowds now listen fo that voice
That bade a sinking Land rejoice !
SBome beauty, proud of youthful grace
The kindest heart, the sweetest face
Whose thrilling glance bade all adore,
Now hears the Hattering tale no more!
Perchance some Bard, whose tuneful Iyre
Was viahly fraught with Heaven’s own fire
How silent all its silver tones,
The lyre its absent Lord bemoans !
The wise, the witty, and the brave,
Allfill the ever yawning Grave,
Power, Beauty, Science, cannot stand
Against the fell Destroyer’s hand,
And Love, and Hatred, Hope and TFear,
Allblend without distinction here !

" Bv'n while I write this simple lay
What thousands melt like mist away,
Nor leave a vestige to be seen,
To tell the world they once had been!”

The Order for the Ceremonial of the removal of the bodies is also
found in the Supplement to the Government Gazette earlier referred to:

# These lines have been copied from an old scrap-book, and appear to have
been weritten before Captain Anderson published his poems: ““The Wanderer
in Ceylon™ in 1817,
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Tyoop of Cavalry
Military Musio,
A Capsain’s Guard of Honour
of His Majesty’s 19th Regiment.

THE BODIES
borne by soldiers of His Mujesty’s
19th Regiment
Clergy of the Colony.
Duateh Burghers.,
Qentlemen of the Late Dutch Government,
The Modeliars of the Cutcherry
of Tolombeo.
The Modeliars of the Commissioner of Revenue,
The Modeliars of the Chief Secrefary.
The Modeliars of the Supreme Court

Duteh
Gentlemen.

Lascorsens.

of Judicature.
The Modeliars of the Governor's Gabe,
Military Officers of the Grarrison of Colombo.
{moving in flos bwo deep.)

{Junior ranks leading.)

The Civil Sarvants of His Majesty’s Government.

The Members of Hig Majesiy's Couneil.
(in their carriages)
The Milibary Staff and Aides de Camp of His

TExeollency the Governor.

Lascoreens.

The Governor in his carriage,
accompanied by
The Honble The Chief and Puisne Justices.
A Subaltern’s Guard of His Majesty’s
19th Regiment of  foot,
Orderly Dragoona.

‘GouIoijuey)
g9
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With such written material for a baok-ground and the help of a
map showing the ramparted Casile and the environs of Colombo at
the time of surrender to the British, it is not impeossible to bridge the
time-lapse .of nearly a hundred and fifty yearsto bring within the
ambience of the mind’s eye this panorama of the past, and old scenes
~ which have been displaced by new before they are uttérly lost.

Hence, embalmed in words, you see this ceremonial procession
forming on what was then an unbuilt space ocenpied today by the
Geanaral Post Office, the Senate buildings and the new Secretariat. A
getting sun has tempered the western sky tinging it citron and rose.
Groups of people oceupy every peoint of vantage., In the heavy
gilenge which aczentuates the precise resonant military commanda, and

. the summons by bugle, the longshore winde waft the rataplan of the
~ incoming tide beating itself on the rocks of Galbokka (Galle Buek) and
Battenbnrg Bastion, Overhead the gulls fiy from the open road-stead
to the rooks and reefs off the beaches Lo the south.

8ix o'clock—and to the rhythmical tapping of mutfled kettledrums
in slow time, the procession beging to move. Each of the several units
mentioned in the Order of procession falls into place behind the Troop
of Cavalry which heads it, and proceed slowly in pace, and a8 solemn-

ly as a prayer or maditation, down the Straat which the British later
. namad Baillie Street.

Crossing the bridge which spans the lake-to-sea canal (on the hed
- of which the Registrar General’'s Office and the old Bristol—now the
Hemas Buildings, came to be erected), the procession reaches the Siads
Poort city-gate the Bastern {(Fateway of the Castle, frowned on by
the bastions Hoorn and Delft (the former on the site now occupied by
Transworks House, the latter partly on the Caffoor bloek of buildings
“and Main Street). What remains of the Eastern Gateway can be seen
~today in the old buildingd which housed the Fort Police Station bhehind
the “Times of Ceylon™ block,

. The Hagtern Gateway gives accegs to the Pettah or Oude Stad by
means of a bridge over the outer moat and a canseway erected acroes
a feature described Vyver (pond) on the maps. These features com-
memorate one of the numerous works carried out by the Dutch Engi-
neerg in connectionn with the Beira Lake, and the origin of the name
“Totus Pond Road”. The Lake to Harboar Canal in the more recent
-deheme of development hag robbed us of any feature likened to a Lotus

Pond.

In the gloom between light and darkness made more goft by the
‘strains of funeral music played by the military band, the procession
having emerged from the gateg, is silhouetted againet the grey, grimy
walls of the rampart. It moves with kaleidoscopio effect prodnced by
‘the various multi-coloured uniforms and trappings of the participants
‘across the open stretch of canseway into the Konings &traant or King's
8ireet which corredponds identically w1th the Main Street of the Pettah
m pregent timeg,
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It i dark now. Iaving reached the open space—that most
charming of all places in the City laid out with beautiful filowering
plants and walks under large overhanging Kotamba (almond) and
Ingasaman trees, which was called the “Racket Court’ before the
Advent of the (halmers’ Graneries, the procession pauges a while. In
the hot dusk, matches begin to spark, and soon the torehes carried
by the peons blossom into trembling bunches of flame fanned by a
gentie whiff of sea-breeze which flows softly over the shelving beach
nearby. '

In o tumnult of fitful shadows thrown up by the lurid flare from
the torches, the procession moves again. It has accreted to itgelf large
nambers of the civic population which were dwelling in separate
regions of the Oud Stad or the Pettah of Colombo and had come to re-
gard each region as their speecial reservation. The crowd following
the procession i3 now compoded of these communal groups, the Moors
who had settled in the quarter we now call Old Moor Street, the
Chettys from Sea Street, the Malaye and Javanese who were living in
little kuts which littered the suburbs of Wolvendaal, and the Burghers
and Low-country Sinhalese who occupied the Villag aud Walanwas, in
and around Wolvendaal, Hill Street, Kuruwe and Silversmith Streets.
Some of this erowd has overflowed into the Kerkiof (the old Tuteh
Borial Ground in the Pettah, now a nest of spacious shops and
garages); others clog the sfoeps or verandahs of the dwelling houses
which protrude on the route of the procession.

Agthe procession is abont (o reach the end of the Main Sireet,
the music is hushed, and the Kaymans Gate bell, which hangsto this
day on the old beifry qguite forgotten in the stream of Uommeree which
whirlg around it, hreaks, over the tumult of horse's heofs, the rumble
and clutter of the carriage wheelsg, the tramp of soldiery and the con-
faged clamour of the large concourse, into muffled mournful toli. To
ita slow, uniformed sirokes the coffins are borne ap the Wolvendaal
hill to their destined resting place.

Within the precincis of the golid and substantial Church with its
lofty domes, its enormous arches evolved from the genius of early
Glothic and its heavily mullioned windows, which to this day proclaim
the old Dutch genius which gave to it this site overlooking the city of
Colombo, erypts have been got ready for the re-inferment of the
bodies conveyed in the procession. TIn a goft and confusged light of
gepulchral gloom, which the trembling yellow flumes from wicks float-
ing in containers of coconut oil in large four-paned, or elongated
globular glasslamps mounted in brass {changing from iron rode striding
the arches), failed to dissipate, the eye discerns a gathering of people
which fills the Church to capacity.

In the pew with red velvet lining where since the dedieation of
the Church fitty wears earlier the Dutch Governors had sat with proud
looks and worldly state, there sits, proud ag them, gtately as them ;

THE OLD BELFRY AT
KAvyMAN'S GATE
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(teneral Sir Robert Brownrigg Bart, the third of the British Gover-
norg of Caylon, with the Chief Justice: The Hon'ble Sir Alexander
Johuaton, and the Hon, Mr. William Coke (Puisne) on either side of
him, Both Judges are attired in Wig and scarlet robes.

In the respective Blders’ and Deacon’s Pews there sit grey-headed
old men, be-whiskered and in black-coat, waigt-coat and cravat, On
a row of pege let into the panelled wall hehind their geais are ranged a
line of grey top-hals which would provide cover to their heads when
they leave the Churel. Accommodated on the high-backed chairs and
the long wooden bench-pews according to precedence there sit (com-
pelled by the furniture to do go in stately erectness) the memberg of
His Majesty’s Civil and Military Services —all in uniform and trap-
pings, some with swords, some be-medalled, old campaigner and youth-
ful cadet or subaltern ag the cage may be. The stately church with its
strange echoes also holds the Modeliers in resplendent gold-braided
long coat with garong cloth worn below 1t cleaning their hot faces
after the long walk with cofton handkerchiefs, also the poor man,
piouns and devout, who has followed in with the crowd in his seedy
- garments, and the rich ones who look down on him in contempt who
have come on the invitation to the *Inhabitants of Colombo to vie
with one another in showing respect’”. May be, there also sit the
gedate matron and some gay fluttering damsel with innumerable gems
and trinkets and voluminous folds of dress {but there is no authority
for saying 8o definitely). On the organ loft are agsembled the Church
Choir.-

A Predicant mounts the pulpit which ig raigsed in Duteh national
siyle, and is sarmounted by a canopy ornamented with wooden ribands
and tagsels. He opens the ook, and pronounces in dirgeful tone the
appropriate portions of the wusnal service for the burial of the dead.
Thareafter, the collins are lowered info the crypts.

The following list includes the names of the deceased Governors
with the dates of their respective deaths, and a list of their relations
and others whose remaing were removed without ceremony on a later
occagion, .

Governors
The Hon'ble Mr, HERTENBRERG Died 1725
The Hon, Mr. VREELAND y 1752
The Hon. BARON VAN ECK . 1765

The Hon. Mr. FALOK " 1785
The¢ Hon. Mr. VAN ANGELREEX , 1803
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: Others
“ Relutions of Governor VREELAND.
Mr, L. SCHMIDT.
Mrs. SCHMIDT,
T'wo gons of the late Commander of Galle Mr. FRETZ.

“ Relations of Governor Baron VAN ECK.”
Mr, DE LANNOY.
Mre, DE LANNOY.
“ Relations of Covernor FALCK.”
Colonel PARAVACINI,
Mrs. PARAVACINI,
Formerly Widow of Governor FALCRK,
“Wife & Relalions of Governor VAN ANGELBELKK.”
Mre. VAN ANGELBEEK.
Mrs. VAN DE GRAFY,
Mrs. LEVER.
Mrs. VAN DEGRAAFF.
Governor SCHREUDER'S DAUGHTER.
Other persons whose remains have been ascertained,
Head Administrator VAN MINNEN.
The gon of Governor DOMBURG.
Mre. LOTEN wife of Governor LOTEN.
Mesgsrs. ALTBOS.
LINDERBORN.
HOLST.

There were also the remains of Three persons whose Names are
unknown.

y ver, the Governor and his A, D.0., drive off with
mourftl::ic:srfo?suyT%eeGuards of Honour and the troopsform up and

h away. The motley crowd which filled the Chu}mh _dmpgrse to
:1111111': respective homes. The main doorway‘ of the h]StOI“lc edifice ¢n
the hill is swung to and barred. The appu in charge of 1t_g'oes ro_und
gnuffing off the lights. Another page in the history of British diplo-
macy wag accordingly turned over.

: i : ‘ tltered in ibe
¢ 1 other memorial tablets and graveqtones, sca
ren?izzgroaf the old church near King’s House in the F?1~t, were more
1p'sm-e]'y trangported from the site to Wolvendhal. &omg of. them
lr?;.ve been set up on the outside walls of the Church, others in bits and
pieces can still be traced in the walled compound. s
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Gangs of labourers working with alavangha, shovel and basket
quickly undid the solid work of many weary years, and soon the
Chureh and burial ground in the Fort knew itg place no longer. ~ For
a considerable time thereafter the cleared gite was utilized as a parade
ground for the troops. There is evidence to show that in 1844, S8ir
Colin Campbell the then Governor mounted on a “dashing splendid
charger followed by a brilliant staff with cocked hats mounted with
nodding plumes inspected the troope on the esplanade adjoining
Queen’s House.” In 1885, Sir Arthur Hamiiton Gordon converted

the site into a “‘ fountain garden and it aequired the name Gordon
Gardens,

The statue of Her Majesty, Queen Vietoria, which was moved
from its original site off the entrance to the old passenger jetty, occu-
pies the spot where there once stood the first official church of the

Datch, in Colombo ; which was earlier the Portuguese Church dedi-
eated to St, Francis.

To .objects of the Union shall be

i

To gather by degrees a library for the use of the
Union composed of all obtainable books and, papers
relating to the Dutch occupation of Ceylon and
standard works in Duteh lilerature. '
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FOUNDER’S DAY

A fair number ¢f members and their families were preseut at the
TUnion Hall on the 21st of October for the observance of Founder's

Day.

The President, Dr. V., H. L. Anthonisz, opened proceedings by &
brief referemce to his boyhood recollections of Richard Gerald
Anthonisz and stated that as he had no cloge contacts with bim in later
life ke had arranged for Mr. Vernon (renier to address the gathering

more fully.

Mer. Grenier, having thanked the President for the honour done
him Dby this regaest, prefaced his address by remarking that though
the occasion was a Day of Remembrance it need not be a mournful
one. They should rather congider what positive and constructive help
conld be got by honouring the memory of Mr. Anthonisz.

He reminded those present that it was in 1852 that Mr. Anthonisz
was born—in the typically old Dutch Town of Galle. This was
practically half a centary after Ceylon had been ceded to the British,
but though Galle wag architecturally still Duteh, certain other features
of its past had by then begun to be somewhat obscured in the public
mind, in particular that the Dutch had an organised gocial life in the
towns they oceupied and that there was still in the island a communiiy
of Duteh deseendants, unorganised though it was. Clertain old families
had, however, treasured their sense of origin and amongst these wag
that of Abrabam Anthonisz. Asa fond grandfather would do, he took
Richard under his wing and by means of Duteh phrases, hymng and
prayers imbued him with that sense of race which was to bear fruit in
the future.

The Duteh language had by now been guppressed in Schools and,
in any case, had a serious rivalin English, not to mention the Portu-
guese patois which had become well established in the country.
RBichard Anthonisz, however, as he grew up also studied the langunage
himself and by 1899 had become so proficient in it that the Govern-
ment appointed him Examiner of Datch Records. In 1902 he became
Government Arvchivist, These appointments were, of course, a
compliment to Mr. Anthonisz, but they bad also for us certain
important social effects, for, some of our leaders, inspired by Mr.
Anthonisz began to realise that we had a racial identity which needed
to be asserted, and ultimately there came into beipgin 1908 the
Duteh Burgher Union of Ceylon.

It was not favourably received in some quarters, for the popular

impresgion was that all who were then and are now commonly called
Burghers were a homogeneous community.
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o i

N The very term = Duich Burgher " was denounced as a fiction, most
critics being ignorant of our history and particularly of the fa.rgt that
solong ago as 181.’;}‘the term had been uged by the British Government
—the occasion being the removal of the bodies of the Duteh Clover-
nors from the qld burial place in the Fort to Wolvendaal Church. A
solemn procession had been arranged and an honoured place nex.t to
the Cle;:gy of the Colony, was aliotted to ** Dutch Burghers,” This
expreggion, howeve_r. _‘did not then mean all ibat it does to-day: when
it is synonymous with ** Enropean descendants of Dutch extracti\’on v,

The word “‘Burgher” actually means * Citjzen” i  ti
cor_l-n‘qted thosg who were not Govt. Servantslffl'nin ?E;iglrggt?: tNl'?veB
—ie Unofficials™, The word therefore had originally nothing to dyt;
with race, but only with one’s Civil Status, so muech 8o that often even
approved Eortuguese and Asiatics and emancipated slaves were granted
ggggét‘lgrgg:l;:.noln faubiqttlle e?rly 19th Century neither did the British

r any writer refer : H »
but always ag * Dutgh inhalﬁ?&a?t?’?umh descendantsas * Burghers

Whenﬁtherefore on the foundation of the Union we re-introduced
the term D‘utclg Buirgher’ we were on asound historical footing
though applying it also to the descendants of the defunct officials whc;'
nat}lrally became merged with unofficial citizens, Oppesition t,o the
Upmn, ho)vever, was intense, even thongh onr declared intention was
withont disparagement of any others, only 10 put ocur own house in,
order and to organise for the welfare of our own community, We
cannot fuily appreciate Mr. Anthonisz’s personality, unless v\;e firat
undgr.stand how deeply all thie criticism must have cut,into his
gengitive soul, for all along it was he who had been our inspirer and
gu‘lde. Undeterred, however, by such oppogition and with his con-
science cl_ear he continued to bravely lead us on, so that we now
hold cur rightful place in the multi-racial pattern of this country. But
let us beware lest we credit him with baving provided us only .w‘ith
label of communal respectability. He did much more. He a,rouseél
our communal conscience, and it is owing to hig initistive that we not
only spend many happy hoursin thig Hall, sometimeswith members of
other communities ag our guests, but also are enabled to strive
through Social Service and 8. Nikolaas Home, to assist our neediex‘-
members, ' So also have resalied foundations like the de Hoedt Trust
the Schneider Scholarships and the Sam de Rooy bequest, not t‘
mention smaller benefactions. ’ ¢

“Ladies and Gentlemen, we cannot honour Mr, Anthonisz’s m
N , . onisz’s memo
in‘any belter way than by each of us doing his and her best to s!upporsi

" the activities of the Union.”

{&fter Mr. Grenier had coneluded his address the President
unveiled an enlgrge.ment of the late Dr. Eric Brohier’s photograph
all present standing in honour to his memory. '

[ A ;arieiy gntertainment, organizsed by Mrs. W. J. A. van
angenberg and her Committee and which w b oprreet
followed, as much apyreegiatcd,
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DR, ERIC STANLEY BROHIER
Ordd_ gl wols Loy

The Editor of the Bulletin has alveady expressed the deep sense of
loss caused fo the Community by the death of Dr. Brohier. The contri-
bution he made in his lifetime and his leading characteristics have more-
over been admirably summed up in other appreciations published in perio-
dieal and newspaper. IHowever. as memories are short, an atbempt is
being made in these pages to leave in more permanent form a faller
account of his life and worl, if only to provide a profitable testimony to
others ag an incentive to the younger members of the Community to
piteh their endeavouy high.

Tew persons have lelt a more indelible impression of the rare quali-
ties which command genuine respect among men than the subject of this
appreciation, The latge crowd drawn from all communities which

attended hig funeral recently bore testimony that he had given of hig

best in service to the country that he had achieved much in the walk of
life which he chose and that his unobtiusive warm htimanity had formed
many sincere Iriendships.

Arie Stanley Brohier was born on the 16th of August 1894, e was
educated at the Roval College of Sebastian davs when Charles Hartley
was princial. At the age of 17 he passed the entrance examination which
was the qualifying test in those times ifor the student who desired to
take up medicine as a profession, The death of his {father--~R. A. Brehier
Tr,, whieh oceurred a year later at the comparatively early age of 49, wasg
a get-back he had to face but nonetheless overcame, He compl(,ted his
professional studies in the mininum period, which was then five vears,
carrying off the Garvin Gold Medal for Surgery in Lhe final examinakion,
He chtained his Tidcentiate in 19186,

When 25 a fledgeling doctior he was waiting an appointment in the
Medical Department, he learnt that a ship leaving Colombo on the
Darban, Delagoa Bay, Bombay run was in need of a surgeon. Bigning
on for the trip he had many a thrilling experience to recount on his return.
Albeit he did not also fail to tell how his dignity was ruffled when one
of the erew (a stripling of 16) who needed medieal attention when out
ab sea, told the Captain bhat he would rather wait until they put into port
as he wanted to be treated bf, a “real doctor.”

After an interneeship of o few years as House Officer at the General
Hospital, and ag Resident M.O. of the Vietoria Memorial Eye Hospital,
and a tour of outstation service at Bogawantalawa, he proceeded in 1919
on war service for two years, having accepted a commission in the Indian
Medical Service.” He was for the greater part of this period stationed in
oub-posbs on the Indian Frontier where at that time the tribesmen were
actively engaged in breaking the peace,

Reverting to the Department he served as D.M.O. Trincomalie and -

Maturata, and thereafter proceeded to the United Kingdom for further
qualifications in 1924. On his veburn to Cevion o year later he served
in many outstations as D.M.O., and as Superintendent of the camp at
Mandapam, Perbaps the stations at which he was hest known were

Dr, ERIC STANLEY BROHIER
President: 1959-61.
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Dickoya and Nuwara Eliya. During the Malaria epidemic of 1935 he
was detailed for speeial service as ID.M.O. Kegalle, one of the districts
woret effected. As a staff officer of the Department he served as Divi-
sional Medical Superintendent Galle and was Asst, Director M. & S.
Services at the time of his retivement from the Serviee in 1954,

Shunning publicity, ke nevertheless emerged into public life there-
after and was of great service to the Red Crogs Society where as Chairman
of the Colomho Committee he endeared himself to those whko laboured
with him. He also served on the Beard of Governors of the Deaf and
Blind School.

In 1959 he was preesed into the House of Representatives as an ap-
pointed Member, and although politics was something very alien to him,
he officiated as such for a few months. When drawing the attention of
the House o his death, the Leader described him as “a charming gentle.
men,” of whose kindliness and conscientionsness as a Medical Officer he
had personal experience.

In the affairs of the Dubch Reformed Church and more so as they
concerned the Wolvendaal Chureh, he secured the respect of his brethren
in the Consistory not only by the punctual performance of every duty
developing on him but aise by his high principles, his charity and unfail-
ing sympathy for the aged and needy.—He took an astive interest in
Freemasonry, and was a Past Warden of the Distriet Grand Liodge of
Ceylon,

But it is as Meinber and President of the Dutch Burgher Union, and
the contribution he made in connection with its atfairs, which we particu-
larly wish to refer to. Growing up as it were, in the aims and objects
of the Union, there was hardly a branch of its activities in which he
was not interested. Naturally, he devoted most time after he left the
Public Service and settled in Colombo, to relieving the anxiety of those of
the Community who were in less favourable elreumstances in sickness or
distress. He was a very vegular visitor to, and unstintingly gave of his
professional serviee to the 8t. Nikolaas’ Home. Shortly hefore hiz death
he was elected Chairman, of the Special Committes, of the Home.

Dr. Brohier was elected President of the Union in 1959, Being a
firmn believer in the doctrine of short-termed Presidents, he erowded into
two years such endeavours as were possible to put put right what he saw
wag wrong; and 1o transmit his own ideas to those with whom he worked,
If blemishes theve were, they were by reason of susceptibility of hurting
anothers’” feelings. His geniality was specially remarkable and he made
a good club-man and host. :

The traditions which Dr. Brohier embodied and the memory he
leaves behind, are no doubt the special legacy of the members of his
_ family but let us hope that they will be cherished as a heritage by all who
" knew him. It is impossible to think that his services as a doebor, his
kindliness, and his character will be easily forgotten by those who were
once impressed by it,
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A BOOK REVIEW -AND A .REVVERIE‘_

[ Ceylon —Its Peoples and Homes, by Ruy Blaze. Publishers : John
' Murray, 1960, 86 pages, stlustrated. 7s. 6d.|

This is an attractive book which tells of the ordinary or commonest
type of people in Ceylon, their work and their play, their festivals and
their family life. Tiogically and simply compiled, it is well written and
onsy to read.

Ray Blaze succeeds in the difficult task of concisely presenting an
accurate picture of Ceylon from the days of the Sinhalese Xings to its
présent state as a self-governing member of the Commonwealth ol
Nations. She conveys the atmospherve and traditions of the country
while reporting the facts, and writes as if looking ont on the world from
the country of which she writes in order to bring home understanding
and friendship. The book thus presents a rich mixture of varied in-
formation, which, besides being designeéd to promote understanding
hetween the peoples of Fast and West, is also valuable for the tourist.

* * * *

Opening with a historical sketch which tells how Vijaya founded the
Sinhalese royal line, Miss, Blaze goes on to tell of the remarkable
knowledge these kings had of irrigation engineering and of how Anuradha-
pura, which had suffered at the hands of invaders from time to fime
during the middle ages, came to be abandoned on the crest of a mighty
wave of invasion. :

She extols the virtues of Prince Kirti, who defeated the invader, to
whom, she declaves, more than to any other, the Sinhalesé owe a debt for
preserving thelir race.

The pages go on nexh to tell of the renaissance hy the great King
Parakramabahu and of the political turmoil which follewed as rival kings
and chieftains strove for power, and the capital came to he moved from
city to city hefore it wag carried to the eentral inountains.

* * * *

Turning thereafter to thab period where the “ Peayl of the Tast was
digcovered by the West " one reads ol how the Portuguese were the firss
to arrive in 1505, how they were ousted from the Maritime Provinces in
1640 by the Dutoch, of the arrival and occupation of the Dutch ports and
territory by the British in 1796, and how the Sinhalese caded the rest of
their country to the British in 1813, The historical sketch ends with the
note that Coylon regained her independence in 1948,

Then follow divisions of the book into the subjeets of Natuoral
Regources, Flora and Fauna, Population, Religion, Government. The
Arts, Education, Agriculture, Industries, Social Service, Child Cave,
Qports and Recreations, Woman in Family Life, Women's Voluntary
Organigaiions, Statns of Women, The Story of Rama and Sita, Testivals,
and finally Food and Recipes. ’
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The presentation of each one of these subjects is ing
_lnteresi:.', being _a.lﬁo illustrated by excellent phobogra][;alfs.s }I%hgfoill):iﬁ;?;
one iight raise is why the romantic “Story of Rama and Sita’ is
sand,-’wwhed between the * Status of Women ** on the one side and ** Festi-
vals ” on the other? In as much as the Sita of the story has long been

acelaimed the ideal of the perfeet woman, this i
. : an, was perha {l gh-
light the theme which went hefore. pevis done fo hish

* * * ok

, Tf’ the reviewer, who has an intimate knowledge of the way of lifa
of the inhabitants of Ceylon in remote vitlage, in the country-side and the
town g!eaned over a period of fifty yeavs, the special value of this book is
the assistance it affords the mind’s eye to pick out and measure the vast
changes which have taken place inthe people and their manneré and ene-
toms, even within the psalmist’s span of o man’s life. ’

Changes in the mode of life are mavely the work of a decade, They
are the result of influences which have been at work for vears. L()Uki.n.r-‘
at it from the materialistic side, standards of comfort have ehansed enii
tively through the notable advance in education, by the opening (T[' roads
and improved communication, by more comings and goings of the péo Jl;!
helped by pilgrimages and festivals, all of which have hrought wore i’ecént
generations into touch with the manners and customs in town, .

Thus the manners and customs of a minority in towng have been
widely ereated among rurai majority population: so mueh so that those
of the latter who have nob the neans to keep up with the change toel that
they suffer in reputation by failure to do so. It cannot be denied th‘ﬁt
many things the absence of which wag not felt in the country side twent-{v.
five years ago, which would not have indicated a state of poverty but only
lack of comfort, are considered a necessity today. ' Yy

* * * *"

In as muu}} as such ‘vast changes have taken place in the peoples of
Coylon and sheir homes in respect of houses, turniture and food, it is not
surpriging that their dress too has undergone remarkable change, One

"need not look far back into the yester-years for thé low-country dress, which

consisbed of a cloth or a camboya, and a jacket made of white eloth with »

' roun(fl neck,. with or without lace, and long sleeves, worn over a choliya
“of thiclk white drill whieh served as stays or took the place of the modern

brassiere. In this phase . the “ Walauwa Ladies” wore the Zabakurut.
fuwa, which was a bodice with an opening down the froni only, fastencd

by pins and buttons, and a skirt.

The desire to adopt costumes more in keeping with modern ideas of
clothing assimilated from the West lent itsell to the disearding of the
ettoured eloths and eamboys. House coats were in vogue for div tima
uge even in distant villages, while for out of door wear in towns Eui‘opéan
fashions predorminated. ‘
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This, however, wag shortlived and came to be superseded in the
low country by the so called Aryan dress, described pithily ag a compro-
mise between the Kandyan Ohoriya, or draped cloth, and Fhe Tamlll
shoulder Sela. Tkis drapery, in many modes and patbterns, is what is
oalled the Saree, worn today with supplemenfary articles of European
clothing.

The combination of trousers and cloth, which was-the fashion once
for men, is never geen, and the Chimela or shoe with front uppers and
low heels, which women wore, has made way for new high-heeleé{ orea-
tions in footwear. Also rarely seen today is the knot of hair t‘ied
behind called the konde in Sinhalege, and the Audumi in Tam1.!, '!he
erescent torboige.shell comb worn on the head, which was a distinguish-
ing feature of the low-country man, has become obsol?‘te, and t}?ef large
tortoise-shell comb worn at the back of the head of the “Arachehi” elass
is a museum piece,

With the changes in manners and ecustoms, the vastly increa.sefil
spending capacity of the people in Ceylon homes hm'; b(.ﬂen made conspi-
euous. It is emphasised in the houses built, in furn:lshlng, by the }ndul-
gences ab festivals and on such occasions as weddmgs‘. ‘Where in the
past in urban and country areas the bridal party, rela,tlc?s and f.rlends
were conduclied in procession, on foot, to the nearest Regmtry,. or in the
case of the more well-to-do used the the buggy cart or the #trakle for
trangport, foday a motor-cade is a sine gua NUN.

* * *

Gone, alag, are the cheap and beautiful loeal decorations of wedding
houses—the streamers of badal walausa, the stag-horn moss, the
gracsful arches of tender coconut leaves and the ¢"ehpau_awa or folded
coloured cloth, They have made way for ready-made lmported_- paper
decorations bought from shops ; in as Inuch‘ alsp as the subfiued illumi-
natien a4 night from hundreds of wicks ﬂpa.t‘mg in soconut oil have made
way for the bewildering radiance of hissing pressure-lamps, or when
available, a galaxy of glitiering electric bulbs.

The weslth of sound which proclaimed the festive oceasion far and
wide is the only feature which has remained unch'a.r‘lged. However,
whereas in the past it was produced by women striking a rabana, or
by drummers on the magul bera, it is today a hoeus-pocus of recorded
music, blasted by amplifier to deafening degree,

* ‘ * *

But why tarry longer over these scenes Wl‘liCh materialize from a
past 2 The practice of one period of huma.r} history will be d]fferer}t
from those of another as long ag the world itself lasts. o, from this
exploratory reverie up the stream of time, we get back to; "Ceylon—
its People and its Homos.”
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Ray Blaza reveals much of herself in this book which is an interest-
ing analysis of the impact of an observant mind on Ceylon life and its
culiural heritages. She hag cerfiainly inherited reporting skill of a high
order from her late revered father, Mr. L. E. Blaze, distinguished
literary scholar and added to it a specialised outlook.

Hinally, the reviewer fally back on a very cherigshed intimaey with

Miss Blaze's father to close on a note of personal congratulation to her
on the result of her lahour.

The objects of the Union shall be :

To cause to be prepared and... . printed  and
published, papers, essays, efc : on questions relating
to the history and origin of the Dutch Burghers of
Ceylon, and to publish the genealogies of the Dutch
families now in Ceylon,
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Under the caption : * Minority Race who lament the Colonial His's
Pagsing ', the London Times published in October‘ last ‘g.cntnl():{utu.m
from their correspondent written from Colombo, which chiefly lga- 8 1}1p
to the reagon why Ceylon’s Burghers seek o new Homeland. - The
Clorrespondent writes -=— .

“ntil Independence, these people accepted withoub guestion th’g
they were Ceylonese. They lept their indentity, they s?ei(iom H.l%lti.lE(
with the other races, bub they were acce_pted by the rest of the poptlx @ 1(})n
as friends and neighbours, and, most 1m1)01'ti§;nt of sull,.afs mpﬁ(})p e‘w_xﬁ
belonged to the country. Al of them moved freely ”whateve% .:ed S(Jil}tl
class m which cireumstances had placed them. Confinuing, ®
Correspondent says -— . i .

“ Now however, their best days seem behind them. In the co]‘on%ai
eva, in the eyes of the Grovernment all Ceylonese were equ.a.‘l. ‘ Qc)101111a
rulérs were nob eoncerned, as governtents SeL mcre?smg‘l_yb to ?e
nowadays, with a man’s caste or ereed. The Bu?ghel:s..r“})elhapb k ecf_use
of their Buropean descent, perhaps because of their alblh.by and am})} 10?;.}101'11
wore sometimes among the favoured. \Vh&tever it was, :nhrla m%fa.s
felt more ab ease, and more ab home, qnder t]"fe co‘lo.nml regime: ey
spoke the ruler’s language and they professed his religion. -

But of recent years voices in Ceylon have beel} incr:easi—ngly he‘n;l
complaining that the Burghers enjoyed undue privilege under the British,

and one can hardly blame the Burghers if they now believe the pendulum -

iz ewinging i ther direetion. And so, many Burghers have now
:f}eg%;ggégél;:v; %ﬁeﬁ' homeland, whete their race in thg past rga.'ched al_l
the rungs of the Civil Service, the :Ll'mfad-.fm‘ces, the police, lmled.lclne, a;;u.l
the law. ”  The problem of Language is put down ag phe chlwi ;easo?‘l why
the Burghers want to leave. The correspondent explains this by saying —

“ With the changeover to Sizhalese as the official langnage, many of
them f:\erlmﬂla,t the fut%ure is not secure 'fgl' their childven. It is I.l()t tha.,L;
they cannob, or will nof, learn Sinhalese, What tmublles these peoplg %::,
the fear that, even if they do, they may be denied their desserts bgca.ya:e
th(;y ave Burghers and Christians. Recent trends have enhanced this

fear.’
* * *

Sillad has drawn atbenbion recently in a letter to

. 8. Thommanu Pillai bas drawn attention 1o » letter to

the 135;1 newspapers to an inscription in Dutchﬂ withmj_th\e‘ 91& 1301@‘ atb

adtnn, which rends as follows: GOD 1S DE OPPERSTE RIGTER.

This h'e says, has been referred to by F. H. de Vog. in the J 0}11‘11:&1 of I?he

Bural Asiatic Society (Ceylon Branch) No. 84 of 1903, page 64?_ which

m;?rt from merely mentioning the transliteration quoted above, gives no

fuvther details, . it the fnscet

; i i ¢ cdisposal 1t woru . ar, that the meerip-
Trom inlormation at our dlfap%?ﬂ. 1t wonld ~appeat, R

Gions in capibals, is on a block of granite L foot by 4 feet, and that the

letters, about 3% to 4 inches in height ave in bag-velief,
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_ . The correspondent has apparently made a small mistake In copying
the inseriptions by omitting the letter . N, which should be read with DE
_The inseription rendered in English is: God is The Supreme -Judge.

The inscription, we understund, is on the outer wall of the Prison,
between the Chief Jailer's Quarters and the old building presently
oceupied by the Superintendent of Police, and is located off & spot where
no buildings exist now, Tt is common tradition that on the open land
near this inscription there onee stood the old Portuguese Church, but of.
course the Dutch inscription is of later origin. Can any reader supply
further details of the history agsociated with the inscriptions ?

* % *

By the death of Mr. B. W. Foenander which took place recently, the
TUnion has lost one of the five lash surviving persons who attended the
informal meeting on the 12th of November 1907, at the Lindsay Lecturs
Hall, Bambalapitiya, where the movement to form a Dutch Burgher
Union was initiated. He was 21 years old at the time, and on the
threshold of his Journalistic career working as s reporter for the ** Ceylon
Independent. "  He never tired of recalling how the proprietor of the
daily paper, (later) Sir Hector van Cuylenburg, who presided on that
oceasion, assigned him to cover the meeting, and how he and the
proprietor, drove down from Ban Jebastian in the latter's hovse-carriage
to the hall. Union members — present and in prospect, are thus undey
debt to Mr. Foenander for the history of the movement which culminated
in the formation of the Union, full details of which appear in the frst
number of the Journal, which was issued in March 1908. '

 As a matter of in'terest, the four others vet with us who attended the
informal meeting are Messrs, V. Arndt, J. A, Martenez, Justin vander
Bmaght, and Dr. H. 8, Christoffelsz ; three of whom are still members.

* * : Y

In the field of Art and Science The Netherlands, in the past, as well

ag in the present, has -always occupled a place of honour among the
naticns,

No profound knowledge of painting is necessary to have heard of
Frans Hals (1581—1666), Rembrandt {(1606—1669), Hobbema (1638—
1709), Ruysdael (1628—1682), Vermeer {(1632—1675) and Pieter de
Hoogh (1680—1677) to mention just a few prominent figures among a
large number of Dutch painters, whose work ornaments public and private
collections in countries far beyond the bhorders of their native land. The
fame of Frans Hals and Rembrandt, the first great interpreter of the
contrast between light and shade, devolves in the main-on their portraits,
often group portraits of guilds, committees of charitable ingtitutions ete.
Both died in ecireums tances of grent poverty because they refused to

‘adapt their art to the taste of their wealthy patrons. Hobbema and
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Buysdasl excelled in the painting of landseapes, while Vermeer and
Pieter de Hoogh ware painters of Dutch interiors. These painfers made
their contribution to the famous Golden Century of the Beven United
Netherlands which comprises the greater part of the seventeenth eentury,

A lamous painber of more recent times is Vineent van Gogh (1853
—1890), who is one of the most important pioneers of twentieth eentury
painting, First he comes under the influence of the Duteh and French
impressionists hut alterwards goes his own way. Van Gogh is regarded
as one of the greatest expressionists of modern fimes, An extensive
eollection of his works is to be found, among others, in the Kroller Muller
Museum in the Hoge Veluwe in the provinee of Gelderland and in . the
Municipal Museum at Amsterdam,

The National Museum at Amsterdam, the Mauritshuis at the Hague
and the Boymans Museum in Rotterdam ave in possession of the hest
known ccllections of the Dutch school, as well ag other famons paintings;
while many valuable pictures of this school are also fo be found in
numbers of Town Hall’s and public buildings in the Netherlands,

* * * *

The abgence of the nsnal Genealogies which add so much to the
value of the Journal cannot have escaped the notice of the reader. 1t
ig with greatregret we learn that our only compiler of these Genea-
logies: Mr. D. V. Altendortf, has had to lay by his self-impoged
harden on medical advice owing to trouble with his eyes, Originally
there were many collaborators in this field of research started by Mr,
F. H. de Vos in Vol. 11 No. 1 of the Journal, 1909. Later the tack was
taken up by Mr. ¥, H. Vanderwall, but it is to Mr. Altendorff that the
more recent volumes of Lthis publication owe the greatest burden of
regearch in thig direction. He has to date compiled no less than 153
Ganealogies of Families in Ceylon, and has thereby earned the good-
will of humerous Dutch Burghers who have sought and obtained domi-
cile in Australia.

While we hope that Mr. Altendorff, will with rest and treatment
be able to continue his work, we must once again pose the gnestion~—
Who will prepare this type of history of a family in future,

Snrely it cannpot be that the carrent in the moving stream of
time is running su strongly in other directions that none of our
younger generation have taste for, or the time to give, to a branch of
research which canunot be considered wholly useless. It is to be
sarnestly hoped that one of our readers will give serious thouglt to
the idea of carrying on these useful compilations of Family Genea-
logies, and that he will thus ensure the continuance of one of the
objects of the Union as set out in the constitution, namely:...... e Tao
publish the genealogies of Dutch Burgher familiesin Ceylon”,

* ' * ' * 7 *
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The recently appointed Education Commission, have in an interim
report, recommended the guppression of the English gtream of educa-
tion in Ceylon schools, One can suppose that this recommendation iz
something in the nature of testing public opinion, but in reality it
would seam to be Just another suggestion intended if it catclies on,

‘to deprive a minority community of the very basis of their culture.

If this recommendation becomes law it will mean that all Burgher
children will thereafter be educated in Sinhalese, despite their inalien-
able right to be edueated in their home langnage—English. There ig
strong argument for reviewing the position before such an injustice
by the removal of an inalienable right is committed.

The stimulating knowledge which many a Burgher, or for a
matter of that any citizen of Ceylon has been, and is in a position to
acquire, had reached and reaches him through the voluminous and
continuous flow of books, magazines ete: in the English language.
Hence, while thera is generally much reason for concenirating atten-
tion on Maglish, there ig special justification for retaining the English
giream in the case of Burgher children, English has long been their
home language—eaven though it may not have been originally their
mother tongue.

The issne. in these circumstances cuts deep to the roots of human
rights itselt. Before we become more sériously immersed in this
erisis of freedom —for freedom can be rather a terrible thing in its
demands if interpreted to confine ruling values only to one obvious
passion. it wonld seem advisable to make our voices once again heard .
in an effort to make the powers that be re-think out the situation.

* * *



