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—EDITORIAL—

In the opening arbicle of cur igsue—Vol. XL ITI, No, %, April
1953, we ventured o give a briei history of the Swiss de Meuron
Mercenaries Regiment of Infantry whieh had been in the pay of the
Dutich Government for 14 years and were withdrawn summarily st the
crifical moment prior to the capitulation of Colombo to thé"British.
We reproduce in this issue an article which appeared in the Caloutta
Review, Vol. 117, October 1903, on “His Majesty’s Regiment de
Meuron” which was written by Julius James Cotton of the Madras Civil
Service. 'The article has come to hand through the kind eourtesy of
Mr. James T. Rutnem and iz republished -with due acknowledgement
to the “Review” in whieh it originally appeared.

Mry. Rutnam, in forwarding us a typescript of the article writes,
“Oatton was a former geholar of Corpus Christi College, Oxford. He
was the author of a book on Tombstones and Monuments in Madras,
a work which formed a model for J.P. Lewis’ equally meticulously
written masterpicce on Tombstones ete. in Ceylon (1913). The
Caleutia Review has a long history and in the 1870's published a
geries of articles on Ceylen Affairs by Willlam Dighy, aushor of the
life of Richard Morgan- The de Meuron Regiment. as you know,
played a significant pars (thanks to the younger Pitte's general
factotum, Dundas and Hugh Cleghorn) in the Dutch capitulation of
Ceylon in 1796. - Familiar Ceylonese names such as Nell, De La Harpe,
Senn, Piachaund and Girenier are associated with this historic Regiment,
Cobton appears to have had re-course to an extremely rare book on this

* Regiment’'s history compiled .by Theodore de Meuron and privately

printed in 1885, and reviewed by General Turnell in the Madras Masl

on the 29th July, 1896. Records of the Regiment are preserved in the

Tibrary and- Museum at Neuchatel in Switzerland. Scme of the
Regimental papers were reported fo have been taken to the War Office

~ in London- Cofton’s article includes a graphie deseription of the
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Rogiment's exciting action at the Battle of Seringapatam in‘ 1-79.9 w_hen
Tipnoo was killed. This article is deserving of re‘pro'du_cticllnl “f your
excollent journal, There is a copy of a reprint of this a,rm(.:le in the
Oolombo Museum. As far as I am aware there is no other copy in Ceylon,
My typescript was exbracted some vears ago directly from the, Calcbftm
Review through the courtesy of Dr. Hans Keller, Charge d A ffaires
of the Swiss Legation at the time. Yo complete the record, T should
make reference to anether informative contribution on fuh‘e de Meuron
Regiment made by H.W.M. in the Times of C'eylon. Christmas Number
of 1915, (pp- 5~9). H.W.M. stands for the initials of H. Woosnam
Mills, a eo-editor with Croshie Roles of the Times of Ceylon son{e ﬁftly
years ago- Woosnam Mills appears to have visited Neuchatel with his
wife shorsly before he wrote his artiele which has often been guoted b.y
students of the history of the Barly Briiish. Period in Ofayl'on- Thlﬁ
arbicle too deserves republication. I append hereso a short bibliography.

Since only one eopy of a reprint of this article from the Gal-cutta
Review is available for reference in Ceylon, our subscribers w111- no
doubt bear with us for the large number of pages given fo ite publiea-
tions in this izssue of the Journal to the exclusion of our normal
features- It will bs readily appreciated that the research worker and
higtorian, to whom no doubt this subjeet will most appeal, are servgd
better by having the complete reprint in one number, rather than in
the form of a serial. '
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The Regiment de Meuron
Extract .from
THE CALCUTTA REVIEW

Volume OXVII, October 1903,

No man who hath tasted learning but will confess many

- ways of profiting by those who, not eontented with stale receipts,

are able to manage and set forth new positions o the world;
and, were they hut as the dust and ecinders of our feet, so long
28 in that notion they may yeb serve to polish and brighten
the armoury of fruth, even for that respect they were unot utterly

" to be cast away.

MILTON.

CALCUTTA:

Printed -and Published by
The Uity Press, 12, Benfinck Sireat,
Messrs.. Thacker, Spink & Co., Government Plaes, N.
and to bhe had of all respectable Book-Sellers in Caleutta,

Madras : Meusrs. Higginbotkam & Co.

London : Messrs. Kegan Paul. Trench, "'I‘ljuebner & Co. Ltd,
Paternoster House, Charing Cross. Road, London, W.C.

ALL RIGHTS RESERVED.
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HIS MAJESTY’S REGIMENT DE MEURON

The recent war in South Afrien must always remain remark-
able as the frst serious contest carried on by Greab Britain in
modern times solely with her own national forees.- The smallness
of her sbtanding army—invariably oub of all proportion to the
number of her population obliged her (it is true) to invoke the
nid of auxiliaries from her colonies: but whereas in [ormer ware
necessity had compelled her to enlist the gervices of foreign
mercenaries, the contingents who came to her assistance againab
the Boers were composgd of men of British speech and blood,
owing allegiance to the same sovereign and forming units of the
same [rmpire. The days are gone of the Captains Courageous whose
swords were always at the disposal of the highest bidder, and who
did not scruple upon oceasion o fight againe the land that gave
them birth. Bubt it is good to remember how large a parf has been
played by men of alien race in the history of our islands. It was
with Trish. and not with English, troops that Ireland was conguer-
od. We find recorded in “‘Drake and the Tudor Navy” the regret
of an officer who had distinguished himself in the suppression of
the Irish clans that he had not Irish kernes with him in Spasin-
Marlborough's ever-vieborious army was as composite & body as
can well be imagined and was madée up of English, Duteh and
(fermans, many of the latiter being in British pay. Both William
the Third and Anne paid the expenses of Swiss regiments which
gerved against the French under the Grand Duke of Bavoy,
~ When the House of Hanover came to the throne of England,

Tanoverian froops naturally acted as auxiliaries to the DBritish

flag. The armies which fought at Dettingen and Minden were as

largely made up of Germans as of English, though the former
were for the most part paid with English gold. When England
was threatened with invasion, we borrowed Dutehmen to resist the
Highlandets in their march upon Derby. We employed hordes of
Germans in the American War of Independence; and we hired
Hessians and Germans in the Trish insurrection of 1798. Ewven
as late as the Crimean War, we recruited a Swiss and a German
Legion. After the peace, many of the soldiers re-engaged with the
Tast India Company, and the third Regiment of Bombay Euro-
peang was largely composed of them. Others were encouraged to
emigrate to the Cape, where they were granted lands, and many
of their sons book up arms in the late war, on the side of the
Transvaal burghers.

Bubt if was during the long sbruggle with Napolean that our
Army List showed the most extraordinary pateh work of military
odds and ends. We had a very serviceable foree of all arme in
the King's German . Legion; we had three double-batbalion regi-
mente of Swiss infantry, Corgican Rangers, Greek light infantry,
and many corps of French emigrés, Most of the latter wers
destroyed in vain expeditions to the coasts of Britttany and La
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Vendes, a,pd none of them survived the péa.ce of Amiens, expech
. the bhattalion of -Chagssurs Britanniques, which was raised from

the debf’w;’s Of C(Jnde,ﬂ in e 1 i
. gald S, dlsba-nded @ 1 a i h
‘ A h E}gnlng Df t (]

.So again, it was with Tndian and not British i
I:c#a. was chiefly won. lven the leaven of white S?:Ir‘f)lg;g t\g:t
ki ene‘d by a congiderable non-British element. This Wwas ths
(iil.;:ad?:tht }f:elgr Em;‘opeafn %ation ::.ha.t maintained froops in Inﬁisme
. avest o upleix’'s gener ¢
Madras during i.ts French occuIIJ):Ltion, ?vva: ZISSW?(] boi;mfr[lmiderd 0?
a.nd many of his countrymen served in his ranks. La Boondon‘
;13;15 brought Caffres over from Madagasear, and it wag &ur gn{;
é'om a Frepc}} Caffre that_ killed Anwarcoddeen, Nabob of St}?
arnatic. Bimilarly the garrisons in the pay of the Dutch )
rarely above one quarter or a third Dutch: the remainder eing
composed of Hnglish and French deserters and renes .
Eilladfventurers who came for the pur ;
inelr fortunes. Of the Company’s foreces at
IFf&ntry whic}; formed the largest contingent, %zssaeggmti:ng{ 3&133
Gaupp, a Swiss, and a large proporfion of the rank a.ng ﬁly
were foreigners. One of Clive’s ' best officers was Adolph .
Gm_gen:s’, 2 Swiss gentlemen and as brave a one as an Ofp hl?s
nation;” and among this lieutenants was the Huguenot deY'V(i)smelss

being
negade continen-
pose of making or mending

. Even in the days before Plassey foreig ; |
tm_ned in John Company’s service. Oz‘me s;gakgoﬁﬁs 1‘;559 anﬁE}!Jr-
ships f?c-om Hngland bringing ocut reinforeement of two OS t’ .
companies, each 100 sbrong, and commanded by Swiss oﬂiwlss
One of these companies, while proceeding to Fort St Dav'dcelr;S‘
boat._w‘fm ta.ken_ by a PFrench ship and ecarried into :-Polldiﬂil Y
Whgre_ ik remained &l it was sent back by Godehe terry.
beg}n_nmg of the negotiations. The other commanded bu~ g e
Polier took part in the baitlers of the Carnatic under L L,
In 1757 there were Bwiss soldiers at Caleubta part of EE;IVI'SIIGG-
battalions of (;‘olonei Prevost’'s regiment taken c')ver-b th etho
pany the previous year.® The notorious Walter Reinhaidt i bom-
of the Begum Bumroo, and the murderer of defenceless, Eitllsgl?srilld

i F

1. Thirty-two Swiss soldiers died at Madras betw 752 odi
to the Registers of 8% Mary’s Cbureh, editegtlrye%]ei‘.szﬂimiﬂﬂggnacc(?rdmg
Prevt?st’s two battalions do not appear to have formed a separate-reni;nenslﬁne'
;vere mcorporate.d with the Company’s European regiments. This I;ay ae ’ “:
for the appellation “Enropean’ instead of English given to those res onte
.Amon‘g 't]:e troops on the Corommandel Coast the ““Swiss infantr Ceglments’:
is definitely so named. One company of Artillery which came out fo M(;I:llg;ni]

the Montfort in August. 175 T A ‘
Swriss. _ gust 1753 was entirely composed of foreigners, prineipally
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men at Patna, made his first acquainbance wiflh 1111;113. b&s i P‘S:::ggz;i
i i i ’ : - attached %o the DBombay & :
in Captain Ziegler's company,- a ) : ‘ et
' i 3 tions 2 prisoner namMed
Regiment. As early a8 1757 Ives men N sonor  named
' @, : from Europe to Bombay
Alexander Sansawre, who firat came . : L
iers,” -captured affer deserting
i ompany of soldiers,” and was re-cap ‘
:o S]Zv;:: cAn%thgr corps was Doxat's C)ha,sse&m t(}rgf;nedbi):gy bg;
* 9 . * - R " al (
] inter Hodges in his Indian Travels}, and a thir -
%i'eengﬁ' dmgoons,g which Claude Martine, when a prisoner ?;‘f ‘,:{].).
and & simple warrant officer, raised for the =Bervies o 6
Company from the French eaplives at Madras.

i Teur i [ later enlistment.
The Neuchatel Regiment de Mel'n‘on is of enlis ]
Tis exi:ﬁence is overlooaked by the British historians 'ff Ing;z;,h ar:i
i [ ilitary writers
d over in a couple of -pages by mi ‘

1\)73??;011- Tts name has been Bo long absent from the pa.gt,;e? Oéfl
the Army List that its mention, in these da.ystlof .sﬁtﬁrq’}:ie
i ; d to arouse enthusiasm.
memories, can hardly be pxpecte AR W
i of its serviees lies somewhere among the ‘ :
;?]aém%?;puog‘me unread and forgotten. Omne of tthe[l uf:nzl colt);:tlce)sf

' i i iss nabi furnighed to hgh 1@
mercensries which the BSwiss nation § vhe bastle
i i sentury, the Regimen a
ther Powers in the eighteenth century, x ]
ﬁieu?:o:l has fallen into oblivien as thorough a8 that v‘vhlgk‘x‘luh
;verta.ken Dillon’s Roval Regiment of .Lrela‘nlfi ;)ir ;01153 (]e?io?gmt?;
] i at is cu
I ais. I%s story nome the less oflers mmue i r
t}fs;)ss)urrower in literary bye-ways- ﬁF(t-,)r ﬁtﬁ:e lastf t&intziniﬁ;itgf
¢ ighteenth ocentury and the frst difteen of f : )
%E:;er:e‘grer fighting was to be done in ICeyﬁq,] In%m'tandm(;gnag;é
Regi N in  fhe ick of it. ‘
%the 3eg1ment ‘ * N::u?lr;se&;\,&?ﬁ i\:rla,s lfor nearly forty_ years on
Tsraelites of old und : 3 o
i;t]rzle move, the distances it traversed and thetk};ard_ihrps it e:f u;'ieu3
, y i Iary
i far in excess of those recorded in fhe itine
Eflli?dgreuaof Tacob. In its ranks men of every nationality rubbed

shouldars—S8wiss, Poles, Russians, Ttalians, Germans, inhabitants -

r removed as Basel and Pondicherry. Originally
?iisbe?‘nisn Z‘lie f?;terests of the Dufch East Ingha Company, 't;?e
Regiment after fourteen years of warfare _‘agamst tge B“dtlsitlé
transferred its services o King Geo?:ge o‘f_.hngEa.nEi ?lnd si?;e | e
new masber with the sa.m:, }:cll?greelct:f 111‘&;‘8]:;11;];&5;&:}?1;:1 ii tzose dws

i against him. wa
?oarp%iof?ssgﬁz{a%re-gea.tets to shift t.heir al!ggiant_:el muc‘p after the
manner of the Princess, who_varwd thglr rehg'muﬂ‘colit,[m?er-orl
changen #a chemise”. Yef once in the Brisish service His Majesty's

Regiment de Meuron way true to the salt, Besides minor laurels,

it can claim the distinciion of having c_arried its' colonsel’s colours
triumphantly through the breach at Seringapatam.

But the real interest of fhe caresr of this _galia._rft bznéth oé
Qwitzers lies less in the a,la‘rmg n.ndlexu'ursmns it can 16:}0‘1‘ EOQ?M
in the many sidelights whish ;t .mmcfienn‘&lly casts a.ponf ;e poial
und military details of a sbirring peried. The account o
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Meuron negotiations with the British War Office reads like the
columns of u modern newspaper. The deeds in many lands .of

his lifs of derringdo recall the adventures of a medizeval soldier
of fortuce,

In a corner of the museum in the old Swiss town of
Neuchiatel there stands a case of shells and natural hisbory
specimens labelled “‘colleciion de Msuron”. Brought from the
Coromandel coast more than a century ago, these curios hecame
the nucleus of the natural history museum of Neuchitel which,
enriched by such men as Agassiz and Coulon, is to-day as much
& glory of the town as her choeolat Suchard or her éimepieces.
It is characterisiic of - the ingratitude of posterity that, if de
. Meuron be remembered by his fellow-citizens, it should be by

virtue of a conchological assertment concealed in & dark .corner of

the Neuchitel museum. As a Britigh genecral once of szome

importance, he is deserving of a wider mention in history.

Charles Daniel de Meuron was born aé Haint Sulpice on the
6th May, 1738, the eldest son of Theodore de Meauron, at $hat
time “Justicier” at Vals de Travers.®  Ilis boyhood was not
eventful, yet his military ardour must have asserted itself early,
for we find him, while still in his teers, enrolled in the Regi-
ment de Hallwyl, formerly de Karrer, a hody of Swiss marines
in French employ. The English flest was then bloekading Roehe-
fort at the moush of the Charente, and here Charles de Meuron,
who ended his career ab seventy as a British General, commene-

ed it as an ensign  at seventeen by fighting againat his

futuare
bonourable masters,

. After the defence of the Isle of Aix, his
promotion to the rank of lieutenant seems to have definitely
warked his adoption of the military life.

2. The father is also described as “Qaptain in one of the companies’””, He bad
two yonnger sons, Theodore Abralam and Pierre Frederi

¢ (of whom'later) nnd
three daughters, /
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In Mareh 1787, a .larger sphere of achivity overseas for
_ the first time opened oub before him. Together with a company
of the Regiment de Hallwyl, de Meuron .embarked apon .hhe
Florissant, a vessel of seventy-fonr guns which had_been equipp-
ed by the French Government with a view_\of‘ lending assistance
to the Armerican colonists in their struggle aga.mn;t Engla,nd.‘ .B\_:Lt
tho vessel was fated never o reach her desbmaltlop for, whllglm
Martiniqgue waters, she fell in with the Buckmghqm, a British
74, and was so severely handled that she was within an ace of
gbriking her flag.® It was fortunate that the Ia:pproach of d&rkw
ness enabled her captain, de Maureville, %o effecs an escape in
gpite of hiz lossess and %0 bring his disabled vessel into ‘t.he
neighbouring haven of Port Royal. Here the arrival of ‘E.he Swiss
marines proved nothing if not opportune, for thg Reglmgnt de
Hallwyl was in time to take an active part in repgllmg ‘ghe
invading squadron of Admiral Moore: a land engagement in which
de Meuaron added a third and severe wound to two which he
had already received in the preceding soea-fights.

3. There ig a graphic account of the fight in “The Memoirs and ..Adven‘tures (;f
Mark Moor, late an officer in the British Navy™ a book pubhsl‘md' in 1795,
which merits reseue from obiivion if only on account of it_-s fantastu.} t_ltle-puge. :
For not only is it declared to be “‘interspersed with a variety of or]gm‘al anec-
dotes selected from his journals when in the Tuscar}, Portuguese, ‘ow'ed‘mh.
Imperial, American and British services, in each of which he bore a commission,
“'hut' as the author has been at intervals the Manager of a respectable company
of Comadians, in several of the principal towns of England, Frz.mce and Flan-
ders, he has also added some original sketches of se.:ver_ul theatrical t':haracters,
who now rank high in the Thespian Corps, with deseriptions of thtlavurmus scenes
in which he had beeu lately involved through the machinations of petty fogging
attornies, in which the arts of those Terriers of the law are fully exp?sex‘i for
the benelit of Society.”” At the time of the encounter between the Florissant
and the Buckingham, Moore was a midshipman on board the latte.r, On the 3rd
of November, when in company with the Wessel sloop and the ant.ol of 50 guns,
she foll in with the ¥rench fleet. “Capiain Trag of.-the Mauarines 1-3001: his
faithful stand by the colours, with a cocked pistol in his hand, declalrmg that
the contents of it should be lodged in the first man that would attempt to
strike them %o the enemy, and, if carried away by a sh(.)t, there was anothn.at
to supply its plaee”’. The Florissant poured in a broadside wounding Capt}am
Tyrrell of the Buchingham “when command dev(?lved upon ‘Mr. Marshull, first
Lieutenant, who, whilst he dropped on his knees abaft the binnacle jL() pray, had
the his head shot off by a ball that happened o pass that way'’. Nothing daunfﬁed
Buckingham, answering with a starboard broadside se-nt one of’ the opposing
frigates to 'visit the seerats of the hoary deep’’. Captain Tyrrell’s w:nxn.d being
dressed, he immediately resumed the command. .“We fought the lv!m'vsaﬂtlso
cloge that our bowsprit got foul of her fore rigging: We engaged her five
glasses, at the end of which, night coming on, she thogght fit o sh:aer off_; we
were such a wreek that we could scare work our way into 8t. John's Antignas

with both hand and chain pumps going.”

- congults
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» The “refurn journay of the Florissani, if less eventfull,
eannpot - have bssn wishout its dangers. The ship, indeed,  had
suffered s0 much ag to be hardly - seaworthy, and her detachroent
of . marines must have felt: it no hardship to be transhipped at
Cadiz ioto the - Twifon. In this vessel  they finally reached
- Mavseilles after am absence of nearly three vyears’ continucus sea-
" service. The company was al once ordered fo i regimenbal
depof, and the young ligufenant-certainly no loser by his suffer-
. ings—returned to Switzerland the proud possessor of & wound
pension of eight hundred livies and hearing upon his breast the
Croix de Meérite Militaire. In the interval of leisure which was
now vouchsafed Lim, de Meuron was not idle. On the 38rd of
December, 1762, he married a French lady, ome Marie Fillon, ot
Morveaux in the parish of Segousae near Cognac in Angounmois;
and a fow months later, on the Regiment de Hallwyl being
broken up, he applied for and obtained a commission ‘In - the.
Bwiss guards of Louis Quinze, being posted te the -Regiment
d’Erlach., It is to be presumed that the next few years were
devoted by de Meuron to the enjoyment of connubial happiness,
for we do nof again meet with his name until the 22nd of June,
1768, on which day he received higz appointment to the grade of
‘captain, with the rank of colonel in the French army:-a euffi-
clently rapid advancement for a voung marrisd officer of but
thirteen years’ service. :

‘When war broke out afresh hbetween Hrance and England
during the revolt of our American colonists, HHolland joined
France and applied to the French Government for the services of
a Swigs officer for the purpose of raising. a Bwiss regiment to
assist in the defence of the Duteh East India Company’s posses-
siong, Ths Duc de Choilseul, Colonel General of Switzerland and
the Grisons, was then Minister for War and Marine. After meveral
ineffectual atbempts to prevail on Swiss officers in French emplov
to undertake fthe task, he accepted an offer of agsistance from de
Meuron, who immediately applied for the formal permission of
the Neuchatel authorities to levy reeruits in his old canton. Tn
reply -te a letter addressed to them by Major de Sandol Roy,
the Quafre Ministraux granted the Sieur Meuron de Morveaux
full power to enroll the inhabitants and burgesges of Neuchatel
and ity banliene. The permission was, however,” conditional on
what in these days seems a curious etipulation: namely for the
better administration of justice, the noble company would not fail

to provide the regiment with “deux officers grandjuges juris-
4 .

4. Francois Raymond, grand judge, died at Colombo on the 19tk of July 1790.
Another, Albert Fivaz. captain lientenant, left India on pension on the 1st of
January 18060, and afterwards served in the English army, He died at Paris
in Juge 1815, : —
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The ‘“‘eapitulation” or engagement between the .chevalier de
Meuron, ‘colonel d'infanterie et ecapitaine-lisutenant des gardes
suisses de Sa Majesté Tres Chrétienne”, and P. H. Vandeperre,
geigneur of the four bans of Duyreland, a Director of the Nether-
lands Fast India Company, was drawn up in triplicate and aftest-
ed by F. . Boers, the legal adviser of the Company, at Paris
on the 28th of May, 1781. By the terms of the agreement the
colonel stood piedged to furnish before the I1sb of November a
fully armed and equipped regiment of one thousand and twenty
units, no one of whom was to be less than ﬁvel Holland feet in
height. The corps was o be “suisse neuchatelois” and to bear
the name de Meuron; its members must be Protestant, and at
least two-thirds of them must be drawn from the cantons of the
Swiss confederacy. The appeointment of the _oﬂ'lcers wag vesied
in the proprietary eolonsl with. the excopbion of that of the
officers of two companies, the nomination of whom was %o lie
with the Directors of the Honourable Company: a precaution
which suggests that the Dubeh aubhorities were a,l,lve tiO. the
advantage of some permanent espionage over de Meuron's nominees,

The twoenty-five articles of the “eapitulation” amply illustrates
with what minute and businegs-like precautions againgt future
contingencies the Dutch Hast India Company was a..ccusﬁomesi_to
gafeguard its interests. It would be diffieuls to find a single
datail of imporkance, whether relating to equiptment, nm'nba?s. or
finance, which is not elearly laid down in black and white in the
“ model doeument which gave birth to the Regiment (::le Megron.
The strength of the regimenf is fixed at ten ecompanies of one
huondred and two men, with btwelve gunners four Bergeants and
four corporals atached $o every company; the establishment of
officers ig to consigt of a commander with the rank of collonel
proprietary, a lieutenant-colonel, a major, ten capbaing, ten leut-
enants, a Heubtenant paymasher, three ensigns, & head surgeon
with ten assistants, and a sergeant-major. All staff officers are 10
be of ab least six vears’ service, captains and lieutenants four,
and sergeants three- The Bwiss military code i‘s to be obhserved
and mneither officers nor men are to be subject to the Dutbeh
tribunals except for the offences of malversations and }:11gh freason;
the latter especially being, as the “capitulation” quainily adds, a
crime ‘‘ce gue mne plaise & Dfen”. All ranks are to engage fhem-
solves for. a definite period of five years; in the event of the
disbandment of the corps, officers are to receive half pay for the
remainder of iheir lives so long as they are nos employed by
other powers- Meanwhile the colox()‘el is expressly exhorted to a
proper performance of his duties. Il leur rendra bonne eb brave
justice,” and with a sudden lapse into the con(}ret'e, ’r.l}’e eontrack
stipulates, ‘et leur paiera leur préte tous les huit jouxs™.

The rate of payment, per anpum, mush have_‘oeen sufficiently
gatisfactory o those immediately concerned. While the salary of
ihe colone! commandant was fixed abt three fthousand floring
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. annually, that of the private soldier amounted to one hundred,

and eight florins; the chief surgeon - was to receive the pay of
& lieutenant, six hundred florins; the major eighteen hundred, and
engign four hundred and eighty, sergeant two hundred and forty,
and a captain twelve hundred. To obviate any future diffieulty
as t0 the vexed question of exzchange, the florin is stated to be
equivalent to vingt sols courant.

On the regiment being mustered and approved, the Company
binds itgelf to pay over to the colonel three hundred pounds
French per man for the initial raising of the regiment and iis

. transport to the Ile de Ré, dé Meuron, in his turn, undertaking

to forfeit ten thousand pounds FHrench, should the establishment
on the dayv appointed for the final muster be more than one
hundred men short of the required number. Fifty supernumeraries
are allowed to Al up vacancies on the strength before the
regiment arrives in the Duteh ecolonies. A sum of twenty-five
thousand floring will be paid over annually by the Company for
the. remewal of armament and clothing and for reeruiting; the
eondition ig attached that whereas future equipment may, in timse
of war, be purchased in France or slsewhere at the will of the
propristary colomel, in ftime of peace it shall bhe only of Dutch
make and bought in Holland. ®

Every datail of dress and equipment is, as might be expected,
minutely set forth in the “capitulation.” The customary uniform
of 4 Swiss regiment was secarlet, but as de Meuron's troops were
to be employed against Hnglish red-coats, blue with yellow facings
wag in this case decreed to take the pluce of familiar “couleur
sang de boeuf.”” With this, in accordance with the fashion of the
time, wers worn gaiters and white knee-breeehes. The helmet is
defined as “un chasque a criniere flottante avec plumet houppe”
bearing the arms of Neuchitel. It is laid down that privates
are to be srmed with a “good” musket, s bayonet and, with
what seems a superfluity of detail, “a belt to hold that

“bayonet.” Hergeants are to earry a sword, corporals and drummers

a sabre. Tach unit is to be provided with two pairs of stock-
ings, rhoes and gaiters. a Lknapsack, a working dregs. and a
nighteap; during the voyage to the Hast these luzuries are not fo
be unnpacked, but the unilorm will be confined to a woollen shirt
and trousers, a surtout and a “bonnet de police. Té is interesbing
to nofe that the officer charged with the purchase in Paris of this
regimental outfit was Captain Yorek, afterwards to becomie celebrat-
ed in the Napoleonic campaigne of 1814 as the Prussian Marshal

Yorek,

5, 'Thé old perguisites of Proprisiary colonsls exist to this day in the emolu-
ments known as ““Colonel’s off reckonings, s4ill drawn by officers of the -

Indian army.
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. The Regimeni de Meuron was granted, by the “capitulation;”
the uwee of four standards, so be borne by the companies of the
field officers. The principal flag displayed upon & white ground
the monogram V.0.C., of the Dutch Hast India Company
{(Vereenigde Oostendische Compagnie) together with the mottoes
“Terra et Mare, Fidelitas et Honour,” horrowed from the Swiss
regiment de Hallwyl, in which de Meuron had served his apprent-
iceship to arms. The remaining standards carried the colonel's
livery colours, black, green and yellow with a broad  yvellow cross
upon which the same mottoes were ingeribed. The regimental seal
bore in its centre the arms of the de Meuron family, around
which were grouped the shields of the thirteen BSwigs cantons:
accole with the colonel’s armorial bearings being those of the
Duteh Fast India Company. The proprietary. character of the
regiment was still further emphasized in the cestume of the
twenty drummers, two of whom were aftached o eaeh company,
these, after the usage of the day, being clad in the livery colours
of their colonel.

By the end of July, 1781, Charles Daniel de Meuron had
carriad out his contract, and the regiment of which he was
proprietary colonel stood assembled at its appointed rendezvous,
the island of Oleron in Brittany., Owing to a series of gales,
more than a month elapsed before its embarkation for the Cape.
Hight companies alone could find accommodation in the Fier, the
“transport which had been placed at the disposal of de Meuron,
and the remainder of the regiment was compelled to proceed to
it destination in a smaller vessel. The two ships formed part
of an unwieldly convey of three hundred merchanfmen, under the
eseort of nine French warships commanded by Admiral La Motte
Piguet. Harassed at every turn by the English privateers which
swarmed the szeas like. sharks, the huge convoy quickly fell into
digorder and the smaller of de Meuron's transporis early hbeecame
detached from her companions. By a happy combination of
circumstances, she suceeeded in reaching the Cape six weeks

esarlier than did the Fier. Her contingent of troops can hardly.

be described as the most promising maberial for a new regiment.
During the voyage, indeed insubordination gradually rose to an
extent which must have sorely perplexed the officers on board.
The eclimax was only reached when a plot was hatched to over-
come the vessel and turn pirates: an  ambition which was
dicovered in the nick of fime by Major de Sandol Roy and not
repressed withoub the greatpst difficulty, :

The Fier meanwhile held by her ecourse "with the remainder
of the Sguadron. Her captain, by name d’Alberads, was eager to
push on shead; de Meuron with characteristic ecaution, was =2s

firm in Lis ‘intention " of abiding with the escort. In the light

of later evenfs, it was fortunate for the vegiment that the ecolonsl
successfully opposed the hlandishments of d&Alberade. For a
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chapter of disasters the progress of the Fier merits. comparison
with the missionary journeys of Saint Paul. Had she proceeded
alone upon her voyage, it is hardly open o doubt thai the two
eompanies of would-be pirates upon the smaller transport would

have represented the entire Regiment de Meuron oun their arrival
st the Cape.

Ag  things were, the disappearance of the Tnglish frigates
brought little relief o the tormented flotilla. A succession of
equinochial gales arose which fell with terrible force upon the
convoy, and orders were finally given for the vessels fto separate.
‘While' the admiral with the bulk of the sguadron made for the
West Indies, sevenfeen of the ships under escort of the Hermione
put in at the Canaries in ordsr to refit and water. Among these
latter was the JFier, which met with so hearty a reception at
the hands of the good folk of Santa Cruz that the misfortunes
of the voyage were quickly blotied out [rom the memories “of
de Meuron and his men. Tight days of Novembher were spent
in feasting and daneing” before the convey had sufficiently re-

- cuperated to pursue iis journey fto the Cape.

In gpite of this vefreshment, fresh disasters were none the
less in ebore for the new regiment. Hardly had the sguadron
left the Canaries on the horiron than it beeame  becalmed. At
this inauspicious moment, d'Alberade, who had onee heen 8o
ingigtent in his desire %o navigate alone, made the alarming
announcement that his provisions would not last him till- the
Japa. The régiment was immediately pub on half rations, but to
little purposs. Seurvy broke out and in & few days prostrabed
two hundred and thirty of the elght hundred men on board.
There was nobhing left bué to invoke the aid of the other ships
which at a council held on board the Hermione consented to
provision the Fier from their joint store.

All hands must. have been thankiul when on the #th of
January 1782 Table Mountain have in sight., Next day. the
regiment landed at Cape Town, and ifs colonel logh uno time in
forwarding $o the Governor, Baron Plettenberg, a detailed letter
of eomplaint against the capbtain of the Fier® In &his document
justly deseribed in its coneluding paragraph as “‘une longue
épitre”’-—de Meuron declaimed with indignation against the sieur
d’Alberade who, inteni solely on gecuring a good market abt the
Cape, had filled the bhold with merchandise. To ro great an .
axtent was the vessel encumbered with “pacotilles” that it had

6, Itisinteresting to note the officers who signed this document, as it eontains
the earliest record of their wames; de Meuron Motiers, de Gerbolles, Lardy-
Bewsardon, Jaquier, Duvois, Gradeourt, Bailly, Touchon Ri¢d, Gradmanp,
Dubois, Chevalier de la Raitrie, Dauphin Muriel,  Bernard, Boysser and
Guarnier, : ' :
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been found neccessary to relegate not merely the soldiers effects
but the ammunition itself %o an exposed quarfer of the deek,
where the combined netion of sun and rain had gquickly conspired
i0 render them useless. As a result of insufficient food and
water, one bhundred and three men had died of scurvy;  several
had fallen overboard for want of proper fithings to the ship’s
side; whils szome forty had been impressed to do the work of
the ship’s erew- Nor had the officers fared better. The suppliee
of the mess had been ruthlessly pillaged by the captain's servant.
Thizs individual, who bhad already aeguired an unenvisble notoriety
by detection in the act of diluting the roldiers’ eaun de vie with
eau de mer, vet further succeeded in establishing a “corner” in
so indispensable a necessity of life as drinking water. Thig he
was able to retail to the officers from his master’s private store
at the monopoly rate of a crown a bhottle, with no greafer
punishment, when complaint rose too high to be stifled, than
condemnation for twenty-four hours to sailors’ fare. Tven H we
cannob justify every item im de Meuron’s bill of damages for fwo
hundred and seventy thousand florins—a sum which included an
indemnity of three hundred floring for every soldier on the ground
of the permanent injury to his heslth caused by privation—if is
clear thab the treatment accorded to the offieers and men, for
whose maritime econveyance the Dubtch Company had. paid as
much as twelve hundred florine per head, was anything but desir-
able or satisfactory, TProbtest, unfortunately, proved of no avail,
The (Governor was not unnaburally reluetant 6o enter into the
mevibs of a controversy which bid fair to sweil into a bulky
volume, and contented himself with referring de Meuwron to his
principals in Europe; a mode of obtaining redress which would
no doubt have required a I[arger expenditure of patience than the
colonel was now able to bestow up on the matbter,

Hardly, in fact, had the regiment recovered from: the effects
of the voyage than it was ve-embarked wupon the Hermione and
despatched o Ceylon to ve-inforce the flest of that “amiral
diable”, the Bailli de Suffran. After having faken parl in the
axpulsion of the English from Trincomalee, it was ordered {o
Cuddalore, then sorely beset by the Tnglish under General Stuart,
Hers the regiment was in time te join in the sortie of the 256th
of June 1783: a sortie rendered mewmorable by the Bribish capfure
of a young Irench sergeant in the vegiment of Agquitaine of the
name of Bernadotfe, the future General of the Empire and King
of Sweden and Norway. Previous fto this the corps had been
afloat and engaged in the ‘two sea-fights  between Suifren and
Sir Hdward Hughes; when we read that an Englich broadside was

7. That this was an excesgive charge is shown by the faet that the Hing of
Franee paid only 600 florins a head for the transport of his men to the Ile de
France on board these very ships. : :
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g0 succsssfully  direcied as to bring down the maipmast of ths
Heros and at ome siroke annihilate some forty of the regiment
who were gerving as marines® :

On the conclusion of peace, de Meuron and hiz men were
ordered to Ceylon, whence, after a short stay, they returied to
the Cape. Here they shared garrison duby with the French
Regiment de Pondicherry, then under the command of Colonel
Gordon, Difficulties soon arose bebween the two regiments, for
the Freneh soldiers displayed & noticeable reluctance in saluting
the de Meuron colours. Naturally enough, in the consequence,
wounded - honour sought satisfaction in the customary manner and
the officers indulged themselves -in a lengthy succession of duels,
from which the colonels do not appear to have heen exempted.
Other troubles were in store, moreover- Not a few men of de
‘Meuron’s vegiment deserted abhout this time, being enticed wup-
country, by the Dutch Boers to serve as farm-hands. Those of
the [lugifives who could be ocaptured were shol, bub there ean he
no doubt that fhe regiment suffered a considerable diminution in
its ranks, and ils velief in 1786 by the Regiment de Wurtemberg
wag only just in fime to prevemt complete disorganisabion,

Barras, the Revolutionary Director and protector of Josephine,
who wag soldiering at the Cape in 1781, gives o curious picture
of the place in his memoirs. At the time of my arrival at the
Cape of Good Hope”, he writes, ''its governor was a iat Duiloch-
man, M. Plentinberg, a member of the Netherlands Hast India
Company. His wife was of opinion that her personsl fatness
conferred on her the right of being as insclent as her hushand.
These two vain creatures, who lived isolated in fheir palace, were
the terror of the inhabitants.” Barras was at the time 3 cadet
in the regiment of Pondicherry, which Suffron’s squadron had
landed at Table Bay on the 21st of June 1781 after a severe
brush en rvoute with Admiral Hughes off San Jago, one of .the
Cap Verd Islands. Under orders of the Count de Conway,
Buffren had disembarked both the Pondicherty regiment and a
part of the rogiment of Austrasia. “Thege joined to a Dutch
hattalion under Colonel Gordon, a man of military talent, ware

8, Iones Munroin his “*Narrative of Military Operations on the Coromendel
Coeast '‘states that on the 15th February 1782 Admiral Hughes” recaptures five
vessels which had been taken from us to the northward of Madras. The sixth
was the Lawriston, a transport captured by the Jsis. Captain Lumbley, which
contained many officers and 300 men of the Regiment of Lausanne.” Tamsanne
seems & mistake for Nenchatel; and 1f the vessel was capiured. she must have
been retaken, for the French account shows that all the troops of Suffren’s
Corps d’grmee were subsequently landed at Porto Nove, The action in which’
the French flag-ship Heros lost her main mast was fought on the 20th of
September 1782, *'The hurrahs of the English first showed Suffren that they
thought he had struck his flag. Not for long did they remain under this delu-

sion. Rushing on the poop, Suffren eried with a voice which sounded shove the

roar of the eombat : 1 Brig flags, bring upall the white flags that are below and
gaver my ship with them,” : : ‘
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to form the pgarrison which the Cowrt of Versailles, canvinced
that the existence of our sguadrons and the retention ~of the- fle
de Frahce and of India depended ‘on our refaining possession -of
the Cape, Lad sent thither to defend them against British
atteacks '‘Barras served abroad till March 1783, when a -quarrel
with de Conway happily ended in his being sent home with
&ebpa,tches Shortly afterwardb he resigned his commigsion and
-sattled in Paris.

From the Cape, the ragiment de Meuron was sent back to -

Ceylon, leaving behind it a depot of thiriy-thréee men commanded
by Captain Zorn and Ideutenants Bore and. Kibourg. Arrived at
Cevlon, Colonel Charles Daniel de Mouron seized the opporéunity
to leave the regiment, making over the command to Pierre
Frederic, his younger brother. The reagson of this sudden  deter-
mination reveals the astuteness of the ecolonel. Bome vears belore,
the precaution had been taken to obtain the c¢onsent of fhe
States (lensral to declars the regiment hereditary property. Colonel
de Meuron’s union with Mademoiselle Fillon had not been blessed
with offspring. On the other hand, Pierre Frederic was not only
the father of echildren bué his presumpbive heir. It need no great
gift of political propheey on the part of Charles Danlel de Meuron
to perceive thab; while the regiment might safely be left in the
hands of his successor, the presence of ifs propriefor in Furope
and a proper exercige of influsnce ab headquarters could not fail
to add to ites value as = family commercial asset. "The actual
transfer of command, unfortunately was not effected without
considerable opposition on the part of the officers, who were
lesg alive to the motives which were actuating their colonel: The
duelling epidemic which had been do prevalent ab the Cape
revived, and Pierre T'rederic was twice ‘“called out”, happily
without injury %o his life or character. To make matters worse,
several of the moat promising officers resigned their commission.
Included among these, it is of interest to note in passing, were
the brothers of Sandol Roy, of whom one was at that time
lisutenant-colonel of the regiment, while the other held the rank
of captain. Both had previcusly eerved with distinetion in the
Swiss Regiment de DBoccard in French employ, and hbhoth had
successful ecareers after léaving the Regiment de Meuron., The
elder, Francois, had st the Cape sbruck up a friendship hoth
with the future Marshale Yorek and with Barras, who was then,
as we have seen, a cadet in the Regiment de Pondicherry. The

acguaintance proved a useful one in later vyears, for in 1815 .,

Barras ‘was enabled to obtain for him a poat on the staff of
General Bachmann. He died at Neuchatel in 1827, -The younger
brother, Simon. after a ghort apprenticeship to arms in the
Regiment de Boccard, had seen service. hefore joining the eolours
of de Meuron, under Frederic the Great in Prussia’ and in Poland.
On resigring his commisgion in the Regiment de Meuron he
passed in to the Dutch military serviee and was appointed
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Covernor of Malacea and subsequently Captain-General of sil the
Company’s FEuropean froops. in thes Dutch Iandies. T4 hae been
recorded to his eredit that, se long as he vetained command, the
English wera foiled in their attempt to conguer Java.

During its sojourn in Ceylon. the Regiment de Meuron—
perhaps by way of putting an end to further dissensions in its
rank—was employed in two expedibions against the King  of

" Kuendy. In these, however, greater difficulities appear to have been

encountered {rom nature than from the natives.” The soldiers,
none bhe less, we read, ‘‘conserverent leur belle humeur.” The
regimant had ab this period a battery of eight guns, but their
gervices were little reguisitioned. Beveral detachments of men
were soatbered among the various garrisons of the Island, and
others stationed in India. The next few vyears were spent,
indeed, in comparative inacsivity, and Charles Daniel de Meuron
had small reason to regret ithe relinguishmernt of his command,

A trifling interlude was afforded in 1793 when two companies
under Captain Pierre Lardy of Auvernier (the same who after-
wards led the grenadier company at the sforming of Beringapatam)
escorted Governcr Van Angelbeck from Coehin to Colombo. It
wag this Cochin econtingent of which we vead in Grandpre's
Voyd,ge to the Indnn Ocean and Bengal undertalken in 1789-90"
“T found” he writes “the Regiment de Meuron in garvison at
Cochin. This Swiss Regiment levied in France was composed of
Frenchmen, several of whom offered me their services; including
ong who had been bred a butcher, and undertook to supply me
with .81l the mest and livestoek I might require to take away
with me. The wish to benefit a fellow counbtrymar induced me
to sceept his offer”,

- Pierre Lardy was again singled ouit for special duty in 1794,
when the Dubeh Government placed four companies of the regi-
ment undar his eommand at Negapatam., The regiment, indeed
must have been considerably scatbered aboub this time, whether in
garvison or for the purpose of affording travelling protection to
the Duteh offisisls, In the same year, Governor Van Graaf, wha
had been appointed Director-General at Batavia,'® took with him

9 Pervival in his Account of the lsland of Ceylon gives a different pu,t.ure
“About bwenty years ago the Dubch again penetrated into the King of Kandy's
country, but were a.tts.cked by the patives with so much spirit that the present
General de Meuron, then a Colonel in the Dutch service, narrowly escaped being
taken with a large detachment near Sittivacea, and by accidentally taking a different
road from that the Candians expected he would, he got safe to Celombo.””

10. At his departure Van Graal delivered a long memorandum to his successor Van
Angelbeck dated Colombo, 15th July, 1794, on which he writes: our military force
now consists as follows—Il companies National Eurcpeans, 10 companies of the
Regiment de Meuron, b companies of the Regiment de Wurtemberg, 5 companies
Malays, 9 companies Sepoys, 9 companiss of Artillery, not mcludmg the 1nvahds
and a few old Buropeans and natives detached to the small eutposts.’’ Celenel D.C.

Von Driberg (who died at Negapatam, 29nd June 1804} commanded the forces, and
Colonel Elias Paravicini the Artillery,
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from Colombo an escorh of sixty-iwo men of the regiment under
Capbain Samuel Gigaud and Lisubtenant J. B. Vantier. Captain
Gligaud, a closs. personal friend of ths Governcr, wae selected to
ecramarnd the troops on hoard the four men-of-war somposing the
squadron; but neither he nor Vaubler lived- long lo enjoy their
honours. Both succumbed within the vear to the eoffects of the
climate. which =also carried off two-thirds of the soldiers, and, as
a result of this dJdisastrous expedition, their returned fo Colombo
no more than thirteen men under charge of a “fourrier” who had
gone oub a simple covporal and thus unexpectedly eame bhack as
genior officer of the remnant of the company.

‘ The inaction of the regiment swas not to endure much longer,

In 1795, the I'rench Revolution was destined to throw the affairs
of the Dutch Hast Indis Company into complebs confusion. The
French under Pichegru overran Holland, enfered Amsterdam, and
proclaimed the Batavian Republic. The Prince of Orange, the
hereditary stadthelder, fled with his family to Iingland, and place-
ed the Duteh colonies abroad under ihe protection of the Britigh.
It followed as a matier of course that his orders were at once
counfiermanded by the republican authovities in Holland, and the
colonial governments quickly became the viebims of dirorganisation.
Suddenly came the news of the Battle of Camperdown and the
destruction of Duteh frade. The Vercenigde Oostendische Com-
pagnie was bankrupt.

On the 1st of Angust 1795 followed the Fnglish invasion of
Ceylon. The bulk of the Regiment de Msuron—its pay fallen
into mrrears and dizeontent manifest in its ranks—lay with its
Colonel at Colombo. Three detachments, each of two companies,
held Trincomalee, Hori Ostenberg, and Point de Galle.®? The lithie
army to defend the ceoust did mnot in all exceed three thousand
men and fell an easy prey to the organised invader. The English
under Colonel Stuart and Admiral Rainer began operations by
landing af Trincomales in the face of a tremendous surf. After
a stubborn resistance, the place surrendered to them on the 27th
of August, and the delachment of the Regiment de Meuron—one
company under H. D. de Meuron-Motiers have lost as many ag
thirty men out of the eighty who composed it—was flaken pri-
soner and deporfed to Madras. The defenders of Port Ostenburg
capitulated four days later. Point de Galle had its communica-
tiong eut off. Fort Batticaloa surrendersd on the 18th of September.
Puntd Pedre, Jaffnapatam, Manner followed suit in quick succes-
gion.

11. The garrison of Trincomalee consisted of 788 officers and men, of whom 185
were Dutch, 84 Swiss, 136 Wurtembergers and 363 Malays and Sepoys. Fort
Ostenburg was garvisoned by 8 artillery men, 69 of de Meuron Regiment, 32 Duich-

men, 54 Wurlempergers and 8% Malays, Batticalos had o wesk garrison of 59

Europesns gnd 98 natives,
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Colombo alone conbinued to hold out through the unbiring
enargy of the Regiment de Meuron. Owing to fthe indisposition
of the Dutech commander, the supreme authority resied in the
hands of Pierre Frederic de Meuron who was the heart and soul
of the defence. A vigorous resisbance was being offered by the
boleagured garrison when their efforts were rendered unavailing by
an unexpected thunderbolt. '

The invesiment of Colembo was at its height when word
‘arrived thal Charles Daniel de Meuron had ceded his regiment to
Fngland and was them on his refurn to Indis in order to
personally supervise itg transfer,

One is not surprised to learn that Pierre TFrederic received
the news with inecredulity and showed no inelination ‘to suspend
hostilities. Himself a commander of dogged persoverance, he
resolved upon defending Colombo to the last. Buf there was only
hardship and small glory to he gained in the serviee of a bank-
mpbt company, and mneither officers nor men required much
porsunsion to follow the example of the proprietor of the regiment
to whom they considered their allegisnce to be mainly due. A
promise was obtained from Major Agnew the British envoy, that
the regiment would not be called upon to serve againgt the
Duteh, and de Meuron had no oplion but to aequiece in the
wishes of the forece which he commanded. By a document drawn
up under the hand and seal of the Governor of the Island, the
Regiment de Meuron was formally released from its oath to the
Duteh Company, the statement being appended thab its colonel
had conducted himsell throughout as a man of honour.™¥

Embarkation for Tubicorin was lixed for the 27th of Qetober
following. Vague rumours of mutiny on the part of a few dis-
sontented spirits fortunately ecamue to ncught. The Governor, Van
Angelheclk, 1ust, notwithstanding, have been counsiderably relieved
when in that Sunday moening the companies mareched for the
lagh time past his house to the Place d'Amsterdsin in  perfect
order ! three cases of drunkenness among the men being the only
digguieting sympboms which he alberwards reporied. By the 29th
of Qectoher, the ‘last of the regiment bhad left the guay, being
played out of the town o ihe tune of “Malbronck s’en va len
guerre.” ap alr which had beew specizlly sslected for ths oceasion
by the chef de musigus, Bernard, and whicth we are told, “égaya
toute la population.”” Omne hundred and fifty women, children, and

-glaves accompanied the regiment which embarked om thres Dutch
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chaloupes -and 2 vessel commanded by Pierre Monneron, the saine
who on the 1st of May 1792, had been chosen with Beylic
deputies of Fremch Indis to the Assemblee Nationale at Paris,™®

The Galle companies gave more trouble. Although stringent
orders had been issued that no member of the regiment should
remain on the Ieland, reeruiting for the Dutch army was bei‘ng
extenzively ecarried sub rosa in the ranks by individuals who “se
disané patriotes” winked openly ab desertion. Matbers arrived ab
such & pass thal Captain Zweifel (who was one day to command
the regiment in suceession fto Larky) was hurriedly despatched
to hasten the emhbarkation of the companies, One shipload under
Lisutenant Senn reached Tuticorin safely on the Tth of November,
the other which should have started with seventy three men
arrived with bubt twenby gix on board, the remainder having deserk-
ed on the eve of their departure. Matters were nob improved by
a short halt at Colombo in order that ZXweifel might take leave
of the CGovernor, for Jacobinism was then rampant in the eiby
and several of the Swiss soldiers were persuaded by a cerfain
Major Vaugine %o escape from fGheir quarters and embrace the
new cult.

Robert Percival of the 19th Regiment. of Fool, who served
throughout the Ceylon campaign, gives a different version of the
capitulation of Colombo in his “Account of the Island of Ceylon”.
According to him, the Regiment de Meuron had already trans-
forred its gervices to Kngland beafore General Stuart landed ab
Negombo in February 1796. Tts agreement with the Duteh Com-
pany had, no doubt, expired some three months previously; but
it is diffieult to helieve that the regiment voluntarily changed iis
masaters in the hour of danger. The Dubeh in fheir tura tell
thelry own story of the dawnfall of the ecapital. They . openly
agsert the ftreazson of Governor Van Angelbeck and imply that as
the Stadtholder in 1795 had thrown himself on the profection of
_ the Knglish, the (fovernor of Ceylon had contrived the surremder
of the Island in order to gratify his new allies. Mongicur C. F.

12.  Colombo surrendered on the 15th of February 1798, The garrison was
composed of 95 officers, 903 Europeans troops. 1840 Malays and Sepoys and 281
seamen—>3125 in all.

18. The Bombay Courier for the 19th October 1797 records, “A private latter has
boen received within these few days from Muscat, of which for the present we can
only learn that i relates the death of Mon. P. Monueron, who did not survive, as we
had hoped, the loss of his vessel upon the Arabian Coast. Were M. Monneron iess
known in the commarcial world of India, this article might have been omitted; bué
the memory of a man, who, like hiim has explored with such industry the resources
of trade in ench guarter of the world;, who has successively tasted, with the same
equanimity, the plenitude of wealth and a penniless poverty; who has so magnani-
mously struggled with suel a rarve tide of misfortuns; and whose mind wae enriched
witk such & atore of information; we say, such a man, unless we have besn decelvad
in him, merits a tribute of respect.”
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Thombe, au officet who had served in Batavia, published in 811
his Voyage aux Indes orientales, in the second volume of which
he has inserted am apology for the ecapture of Colombo from
data supplied by him by individuals at Java, who had served
during the brief assault. Ile specifies vigorous and earnesi pre-
parations for the siege for months before it actually fook place,

© whieh were ostensibly continued up to the approach of the

Bnglish. But he recells many suspicious acte of the Governor
-prior to and during the advance of the Britigh, A% length on
their mareh fo Colombo and the appearance of the English
squadron in the roads, the Governor's conduet became unequivoeal,
He held frequent conferemces with Major Agnew, the English
envoy, who landed from =a frigate in the offing; and immediately
aiter his departure the Regiment de WMeuron announced their
intention fo transfer their allegiance te the British, Van Angsl-
beck then commenced to conceal his plate and valuables, and
awaited the enemy with a ecomposure that, ecoupled with a malsi-
tude of minor circumstsnces, awoke the garrison to consciousness
bbhat they had been betrayed. '“'Le 16 fevrier toutes les troupes
pensant avee raison qu'elles é&btaient trabis voulurenlse révolter et
plusienrs coups de fugils étalent dirigés sur la maison du Gouver-
neur Van Angelbeck” (Vol. II. p. 214). TUnder these circumstanaes
the doomed [fortress surrendered; and such was the indignation
of the sgoldiers that nothing hubé the presence of the Hrglish
gaved the Governor from their vengeance.

It is ocortainly a remarkable cirewmstance that Van Angelbeek
should have remained in Ceylon after the capture of Cslombo.
He lived thers for several vears, and eventually commitied suicide.
The Dutch have made no mention of the latter fact, but Cordiner
describes his funeral by torchlight in September 1799, When the
body was deposited in the family waulf by the side of his wife,

whose skeleton was seen through a glass in the cover of the
eoffin. '

With the arrival at Tuticorin of what had now heoome His
Majesty’'s Regiment de Meuron, a new chapter opens in its
history.'® Bince its foundation in 1781 to the 8lst of Oectober
1794, there has passed  through the ranks two -thousand two
hundred and seventy seven non-commissioned officers and men.
Of fhose forty-two had met their death in battle, prineipally at
Trincomalee, one hundred and thirly nine had died at sea, three
hondred and twenty nine had died in hospital, making a total
mottality of five hundred and fen. No less bhan six hundred and
thirty seven msn had been dismissed the regiment, one hundred
and eightyv-nine had deserted, and fifty-five were prisoners of war.

14, A nvmber of \Vul‘fémbergers aleo ook service ;;vith the British, for 68 of thein
figure among the Madras troops which launded at Banda and capiured the Spice
Tslands in March 17926,
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Twenty-seven cadets and nen-commissionad officers had, op the
other hand, won. for themselves commissioned in the regiment.
Of the fifty-three officers who had served the Dutech Company
during the fourteen years which had elupsed since the foundation
of the corps, ss many as twelve were members of the family
de Meuron.

The transformation into a British regirnent of what, to judge
from this proportion of dismissals and desertions had degenerated
into a discontented and undigeiplined body of . irrvegulars, displays
the exercise of a certain sagacity on the part of ife proprietary
eolonel. The negotiations in gpite of the suddenness of the
transfer had heen prolonged and tedious. As [ar back, indeed, as
1793 the military authorities in India had, in a despateh address-
od to Lord Fitzgerald, reported to the Home Governmenbt on the
possibilities and advantages of acquiring in their own interest the
gervices of so formidable a corpe of mercenaries. The flight of
the Btadtholder to Fngland at length induced the War Office to
eonsider, and after much hesitation Lo accept, the recommenda-
tion. In the beginning of 1795, ovders were finally issued %o
Colonel Iugh Cleghorn. to proceed fo Neuchatel on - an urgené
misgion for the purpose of endeavouring to arranged terms with
Charles Daniel de Meuron. The bargaining as wag to be expected,
proved a complicated matter, and was torminated only by an offer
of the British Government to pay the Duteh Hast India Company.
On the 30th of March, however, a provisional agreement was
gigned, and rabified hy Dundas on the condition that de Meuron
should at onoe proceed %o India and personally superintend the
transfer of the regiment.'® He  and Cleghorn accordingly started
off by the overland route from Venice to Alexandrin and Cairo
and thence to Sues, lauding eventually at Madras dfter a trouble-
some journey on the twenty-fourth of September. Nearly a year
later, on the second of August 1796, the capitulalion signed atb
Neuchatel by Colonel Cleghorn was at length ratified by the
(Government of Madrag, the signatories in addition to de Meurom
being the Governor Tovd Hobart, together with hiz members of
Couneil, 8ir Alured Clarke, T. Saunders, and ¥. Fallofield. Tt
might have been supposed .that the trapsformation of the Regi-
meant de Meuron had now difinitely been effected. In reabity, the
negobiations were only jush beginning. De Meuron had still to
reckon with the British War Office. On his arrival in IEngland
at the ecloas of 1797,%° he found his hands [lully oceupied. For

15. Captain J. J. de Bolle, who had served up 4ill 1790 in the regiment de Bon-
nenberg, accompanied ds Meuvon ag Aide-de-Camyp. e and Liewtenant de Dardet
were atterwards assootated with Cleghorn in 1796 in 2 wission to the King of Kandy.

16, De Menron left for Burope in Marck 1797 on boaxd the “*Barrington’ with
Captain de Bolle, Lisufenant d'¥vernois of Baint Sulpics and Bamuel de Meuron;
son of Dieut.-Colonel de Meuron. G board the same ship was Lord Absreromby,

. After a stormay passage, during which the ship had to put in for several weeks at
Newfoundland, de Meuvon rewched Deal on December 18th, 1797,
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_various reasons, indeed the Madras 'eapitulation” was no longer

entirely approved in London: reasons noi unconnected with the
matter of the Dubteh  srrears, payment of which had been with
held in Madras -owing to.the non.arrival of certain dosuments.
Engairy at the War Office elicited the surprising information that
the dame of the Regiment de Meuron was unknown to the
officials, Repested applications to Dundas remained wunanswered.
“I am as yeb,” npaively protests de Meuron “without the answer
which I may truly say that I await with as muech impatience
as the Jews did their Messiah”.- In a letter to de Meuron-
Motbiers, he expresses himseli more forcibly: the Ministers are so
astonishingly oeccupied “que ¢'est une mer 4 boire pour less voir
el pour obtenir des decisions”, Finally an interview with Dundas
was accorded, and de Meuron found himself confronted with the
absolute refusal of the Government to settle the arrears of the
Dutch Company, Nothing daunted, however. he as resolutely
refused to agree to any such cenditions, and enlisted in his
supporé the influence of Mlle. de Montmoilin, a Neuchitel lady

. ab that time in favour at the linglisk Court. DBacked by her

assistanes, de Msuron continued o maintain a streadfast attitude
and sabisfacbtory ecompromise was eventually agreed upon, by
which, in addition to the thirty thonsand pound already paid him
by the authorities in India, ‘he was to receive a further grant
of eighty thousand pounds in full discharge of all such arrears

.ag might be owing fto the regimeut by the Dutch East India

Company. An agreement embodying these terms and presented o
kim by - General Nesbitt “en le laissant dans lalternative de
I'aceepler immédiatement ou de perdre son régiment’”: a sudden

decigion on the part of the War Office. which sufficed to bring

the negotiations to a point at which de Meuron was compelled
to agequiesce: ‘

. The rovised econtract was drawn up and sigred on the 25th
of September 1798 by Charles Daniel de Meuron: and CGeneral
Jobn Ramsay. By the terms of the agreement, the British
Government understood to grant o de Meuren himeelf the rank
and pay of Major-Genaral in the DBritish serviee, and declared
that he and all the officers of his regiment shkould henceforth
rank with officers of the King’s service in accordance with the
respective dates of their commissions. The sum ol three thousand
pounds wag in addifion to be paid annually to de Meuron in
order to meet expenses of keeping the regiment up to its {full
complement, The King  engaged the regiment for fen vears

_eerfain; if, at the expiration of that period the engagement should

not be renewed, officers were to be placed on English -half-pay
g0 long as they might refrain f{rom accepiing military emplay-
ment under other powers. The appointment and promoticn of the -
officers, who must be of Swiss extraction, was stated to remain
in the hands of the ecolonal proprietary, subject to confirmation
by His Majesty. The establishment, dress, and egnipment of the
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regiment was hence-forward fo conform to that of the British
infuntary. The regiment wags, however, permitted to rabain ifs
own eclours with. the addition. of. the Union Jack in. the upper
inner  canton,'” and. the Swiss marches were further authorised
except on parade. The sirength of the regiment was fixed ab
nine hundred and fifty men not ineluding & hundred corporals
gergesnts and - the wusual number of commissioned offieers. A
chaplain was attached to the corps and fthree surgeons were
appointed in place of the elaven who owed their position to the
paternal care 'of the Swiss Federal authorities. Ilor every . German
reeruit it was arranged that de Meuron shonld receive the sum
of sixteen and a hall pounds, the terms being the same as those
of the 60th regiment of Hanoverians: for every Swiss recruii, the
rate of payment was to be hall as much again, owing to the
diffieulty of procuring soldiers of that nationality, Finaily, it was
laid down that the contract should take eifect only from the st
of Jaundary, 1799. Duving the intervening period, the regiment
was to rank as an auxilisry corps, independent of the British
army, and  liable .to he ecalled upon for service only in cases
of necessity.

With the completion of his labours, de Meuron refired to
Neuchatsl fo enjoy the dignity and emoluments of his new posi-
tion as a British Major-Generals That his regiment had proved
a gticcesaful speeculation admits of lithle guestion, and his laber
yvears were passed in a leisured affluence whieh quickly ensured
for him a leading shave in the affairs -of the BSwiss Eownship.
The cloge of his career was an unevenbful ag his earlier life had
been adventurous. On the 6fh of April, 1806, he disd and was
accordod a military funeral by order of fhe Frenech General Oudi-

not, bis old comrade in arms in the regiment &'Erlach who was:

at the time in commard in Neuchatel. The [inal ceremony seeins,
however, to have stirred up resentment among the more turbulens
gpirits in the eity. Evil tongues were nob wanbing to reproach
the TFrench with having granted milisavy honours to British
general. To sueh an exbtent, indeed, did “ees propos d'nuberge”
axasperate the French grenadiers that an abtempt was actually
made to disinter the body and to throw it into the Inke:
chivalrons projeet which was checked only by the personal
influence of General. Ouodinot, and which {forms a echarneteristie
conclusion to the eaveer of the soldier of forfune who had sold
his regiment to England.

In the meantime, however, the regiment had by no means

taken unkindly to its new masters, On ifs arrival at Tuobicorin in
Novemher 1795, it had besn warmly welcomed and had speedily

17. In 1814 General Rottenburg reported that the old flags, then 18 years in use,
ware not in accordanee with regnlations, and recommended that the yellow arosg
dividing the fields should be light biue. )
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adapted itself to the new conditions. Drawbacks there had
doubtless been at first, Pierre IFredsric de Meuron, who had
found mccommodation in the quarters -of the late commandant,
complained that the most lndmpensable furniture was lacking and
that he “ne tronva pas mémse de quoi faire un peu de lumiére’.
The discomiort, {fortunabely, proved of short duration. After
Tubicorin  the first destination was Madras, but, owing to the
rivers being in flood, it was found impossible to transfer the
entire regiment. Two companies only were in consequence sta-
fioned at Madras from the end of November 1795 to December
1796, while the others ware ordered to Poonamallee and Colomho
snd later to Negapatam. ‘

In 1787, Colonel Pierre Frédéric de Meuron was appointed
Military Governor of Ceylon. The post was hardly an enviable
ong. No less than three Military Governors had died within the
five months that England had been in possession of the island.
The first was Colonel Petrie, of the 73rd Regiment, the capburer
of Cochin in 1795. The second was General Dovle, who died in
June 1797, Colonel Bonnevaux of the Company’s service, the
nexé genior officer on the island, succeeded him: but had only
arrived three or four days ai Colombo from hiz former command
at Point de Galle, when he was killed by his curricle upsettmg
as he drove out through one of the gates, and was buried within
& week after his predecessor. De Meuron was appointed by
Lord Hobhart from Madras, and in addition to taking the com-
matid was placed at the head of & commission to investigate
into fhe revenue depariments. Mr. Andrews, a Madvas civilian,
had been brought into the island as superintendent of the Ceylon
revenuwes and had swept away the Duteh system of imports and

" collections, substitnting in all its severity the Carnatic system

with a host of extortionate Malabar dubashes to enforece it.
Digeontent hecame so great that the Sinhalese rose in revolt,
and it was not till after considerable loss on both sides that the
insurgents were entrusted o de Meuron, and continued by Fre-
derick North, afterwards Farl of Guildford, who relieved him in
Ociober 1798 ag the firet British Governor. Tke Iatter made
short work of the “infamouns faction of Madras eivilians” by
wholesale dismissal, suspension and enforeed resignation. The

‘racommendabions of the de Meuron commission constitute a wvaly.

able state paper and were forwarded by North fo the Marquis
of Woellesley. They are now among the Wellesley papers in the
British Museum, where they form Nos. 13864, 5, 6 and 7 in the
catalogue of additional manuseripts. De Meuron continued ag
Brigadier-General commanding the troops in Ceylon till February
the' Tth 1799, when being too late to join his regiment in the
fleld, he was transferred to the command at Vellore.

“In July 1796, & curious ineident diversified the monotony of
the regiméent’s existence. The officers in that month despatched
to the magistrates at Neuchatel a lengihy ard remarkable lebter
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exprassing their entire - satisfaction at their transfer from the
service of “une eompagnie idéale” to that of ¥Hmngland, Twenty-
one officers at Poonamallee and twelve at Vellore appended
their signatures to this inferesting document., The penultimate
paragmph alludes. in flattering terms  to Charles Daniel de Meu-
ron, the “father” of the regiment. 'Le corps dofficiers, pénetré
de recpfinaigsance pour son respectable pere, a eru ne pouvoirla
lai témoigner mieux quen demandant a son colonel-commandant,
Monsleur is Brigadier-Gensral Pierre Frederic de Meuron, la
pormissien de vous ecrire, Meseieurs et tres hononrahles magia.
tratis, pour vous faire part des seantiments qui l'animait, persuade,
gquwen voyant gue les soins et les travaux du General Major ont
tire vos enfants, vos parenis, vos compabriotes, du precipice ou
ils &baient prets a tomber, vous Iui en tiendrez comple en
approuvant ses demarches; et ecomme i} retourne dans le sein de
sa pafrie, il y trouvera l'accueil gue meritent ses hienfaits, les-
quels e se bornent point a tout ce qui tient aux individus qui
camposent aujourd’hni le regiment, mais s’etendent sur tous les
Neuchatelois que le gouf, pour le service militaire pourra porter
a v entersr. L bonne volonte de toute le ecorps, I confiance
entiere que nous sommes fondes a donner a notre colonel com-

mandant, nous dennent lisu d'ssperer que ncus ne diminuerons:

‘pas l'opinion que l'on a des Suisses, en joignant a toutes ess
considerations l'assurance que nous vous dennons qu’il ne gest
pas trouve parmi nous un seul partisan des principes qui ong
houleverse I’Europe, et qu'an conbraire nous cherissons tous les
gouvernements sous lesquels nous avons le bonheur de naitre.

In 1798 the news of Bonaparte’s landing in Fgypt gave
promise of new employment for the regiment, but the orders for
its departure were for some reason countermanded. A detachment
of twenty men, however, under Sergeant Portinger accompanied
General Lake to Caleutta and embarked thence for Hgypt. The
.expedition ean hardly be described as having been successful. In
1801, the gergeant returned alone to India, hisz entire eommand
having fallen vietims to the Arabs.

At the commencement of the Mysore campaign, six companies
of the regiment under Major H. D. de Meuron were in garrison
gt Tripassore, the remaining four being stationed at Vellore
under Lisutenant-Colonel de Meuron-Bullot, whom sickness pre-

vented from taking part on the coming operations. In December

1798, the regiment joined the Wallajahbad division under General
Floyd and & month later was paraded with the Grand Army and
inspected by General Harris. The enfire Madras ecolumn . now
numbered btwenty thousand wen, mestly Xuropean. One hali
were cavalry, whilst the park of artillery was the most formid-
able that had vet been gathered together in the Hast. Six
brigades were formed, two of European troops and four of BEDOYS;
the Begiment de Meuron being assigned with the 33rd and 73rd

where.
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régiments to the second Brigade under Colonsl the Hon'hle
Arthur Wellesleys As may be imagined, the progress of this

. vasb array was in no wise conspicuous for its rapidity. Three

months,: indeed; elapsed before i came within sight of Sering-
gapatam, being joined on the way by the Bombay army under
General Btuart and by a foree of twelve thousand of the Nizam's
goldiers commanded by Meer Allum.

De Meuron Bayard, then a marching captain in the regiment,

. and sevenfeen years later its commander, has left a detailed

diary of his experiences in this campaign., 'The volume is still
preserved in the Neuchatel library, and its pages offer many
graphic defails of the storm which are not to be found else-

During its passage over the ghauts, the Regiment de Meuron,
which had been posted on the left wing with the baggage and
artillery, suffered severely both {rom heat and from privation,
Tippoo having been careful to devastaie the villages on the line

‘of route, however mueh he may have peglected to defend the

passes. The draught eattle, in particular, died by bundreds daily

. a8 the result of want of fodder, and the heavy gumns had fto be

drawn by elephants or, where these failed, by men. Meanwhile
the ‘Mysore cavalry hovered about the flanks paying special
attention to. the baggage train. On the 26th of March, de
Meuron Bayard records that he was nearly cut off while carry-
ing orders to the rear-gusrd of the regiment under Captain
Pierre Renaud, In eluding the pursuit of three horsemen, he
took fthe wrong direction and found himself suddenly in the
burning  village of Sultanpst, Hyder's repuied birth-place; w
predxca.ment from which he only exbricated hlmself finally ﬁhrough
the superior staving powers of his horse.

Two days later came the battle of Maravelly, memorable as
the first occasion on which the future Duke of Wellington was
under fire. Part of the regiment de Meuron was actively engag-
od for three houra aund lost meven killed and as many wounded.
The road was now open to Seringapatam, and the Rnglish still

further deluded Tippoo, who expected them to take the route
-Lord Cornwsllis- had adopted in the last war, by advancing in
. the other direction across the Cauvery. On the 2nd of April the

advance guard was within gight of the island fortress, and the
Swiss diarist found leisure to indulge in s glowing description
of the luxury whick was prevalent in the hesieger's eamp. The
British soldier, we read, did not cook his dinner, did not ecarry

- his knapsack, did not groom his horse. All he did was to fight.
- everything eise being done for him by lagears. Officers, we are

told, carried each a eook, a couple of body-servanis, a syce, a
grasscutter and half-dozen baggage ecarriers, in addition 6o twao

-oxen for the conveyance of their tents; while those of bigher

rank sometimes indulged themselves with a satrip’s suite  of as
many as five hundred followers,:
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it egiment de Meuron travelled with human 1;npec11--
mengv?::: zﬁg ﬁmgpe of several of its officers’ wives. dThg\g[ most
.prdminent among those appears o have been _Ma.da,me e 1 lfu;m:-
Roger, the lady of Major H. D. Meuron-quers I:}vb.o, wit] t.he
‘three daughters, tock the field upon an elephant. Oncte &mth i?:
trenches, these courageous ladies must bave so0n repen;l;a A\ ?.
determination. Life ere long baba;x_lle anytl;x;ng ??:heag thfile biz:a.ed

igions ran shori, until on e }

%ve;:' bsali)nrgvigid at a rupoe the quarter of the pound. Fma,i)ly ‘ohg
commisgsariat reported that food supplies would not lasi;l ey%.n
the Oth of May and it was found necessary to pul tLe en 130
army on half rations. Lieutenant and Quartermaster oulsd 7
Pury —who on the 21lst of Mareh 1801 Was_klllfad in & duse
- by Lieubenant Alexandre Lequin, the latber being in copseqluiﬁce
‘cashiered-—writing home to his father relat‘es how_ i_us clothes
were drenched and dried upon him three fimes th}np twenty
"four hours. “Cependant”’, he adds, "tout le monde étmt_conte:;:-
et ne desiroit que de se baftre”. The enemy for their t?a.x;,
gava them svery opporbuniby, .a.nd displayed so great z.c ivity
that every foot of ground gained for the ent.ranchme.n B wa.;
disputed at the point of the bayonet. The Sv.wss solch?rs toof.
their full share of work being emplpyed firgt in the' de ence o
Shawe's Post, one of the earliest gained, and then anfcon]unfz-
tion with the second battalion of the 12th Madras Infaniry in
"the capture of the Powder Mill. kpown henceforward as M':}‘i;
donald's’ Post. In the two days ﬁghtmg_of the 26th and kﬁ'iit&
of April round Bultanpet Tope, the ;eglmenf} lost ftwelve kille
and twenty five men wounded. 'Asmstant' Surgeon Lessarf wal
decapitated by a canncn-ball while _Ca,ptaln Plaucha,ud of the
Chagseur Company and Lieubanent Cmsa.nt' were both .wou:;dedo
Sargeant-Major Zehnpfenning particu.la,rly .dlstmgmsi}ed bimsgelf by
hisaga.lla.ntrjf during theso aftacks, in which the Eighth Oorppany
was led into action by the diarist de Meuron-Bayard, in the
“place of Lieutenant Baer who was on dl’lt}j.f with th_e heavy
“ordnance. In a few more days the breaching batteries were

18. The youthful occupants of the howdab, it may be rem'arked in passing, all
married in Todia, Suzanne in 1806 became t%m wife of Adjutant Jean‘ Jacques
de Gaechter who in later years served as aid-de-camp to General Baird at the
hombardment of Copenhagen and eventually rose o the' colonecy of the F.‘our?h
. Regiment of Swiss Guards in Parig, dying at Y\Tet.'don in 3[840- Patrorfnlla_ in
180% married Lieutenant P. E. de Caselli later miniature painter at Pondicherry,
- where he died in 1817. Her second husbhand was J. Dayo_t, Intendaanener_al
of the French establishments in India, on whose de_ath in 1821 she wasIeft. in
reduced circumetance, The French Goverpment having refused her a pension
on the ground that her father and her first husb(and had both been officers in
‘British service, she then peiitioned the Directors of. the East India Cqmpany
who in 1825 granted her 4 compassionate allowance of seventy rupees per
mensem. 'This pittance she lived to enjoy for no less than fifty-four years more,

~the order  of ILieutenant Charles de Meuron-Tribolet,
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tlanted; &everal of the heavier gune being dragged scross the
Cauvery by the Bwiss soldiers. On the 9nd of May, Lieuntenant
Lalor of the 73rd forded the river at great risk and vreported
the breach  practicable. That same night the enemy’s rocket
factory in the heart of the town blew up with a tremendous
explosion, "ce qui,” adds de Meunron-Bayard, “nous fogrnit un
saperbe feu d’aviifice, aussi difficile a imiter qu'a decrire.” Much

© damage had been caused by these projéctiles, in the launching of

which the Mysoreans were especially expert; one rocket having
carried. off the arm of Colonel Montagu, commanding the Bengal
arbillery, who succumbed subsequently to his injuries.

By the 3rd of May, preparations for the final assault had
been completed. The storiming eolumn consisted of four thousand
men under General Baird gselected from among the various
Earopean and native regiments. Inecluded among these were the
two flank companies of the Regiment de Meuron, the Grandiers being
led by OCaptain Lardy with Lioutenants de Montmillin and
Wolff, and the Chasseurs by de Meuron-Bayard (vice Piauchand
wounded) and by Matthey. The remaining eight companies stood
in reserve under Colonel Wellesley. 1In the van of the stormere
went a detachment of pioneers with hatchets and ladders under

Colone)
Sherbrokke who commanded the right atback, having requesteq
the services of a Swiss officer, knowing Fnglish, as their leader.

Shortly before one o'clock on the 4th of Way, the forlovn
hope of fourteen men advanced under Sergeant Graham and de
Meuron-Tribolet- The distance to the breach was only six
hundred yards, but that short space included both the river and
the diteh- In about six minutes these obstacles had been pog-
mounted and the British flag was planted on the walls by
Grabham who, the next moment, fall a vietim to the fire of the
enemy- De Meuron-Tribolet behind him waved his hat in the
air exitedly; an action which attracted the attention of Colonel
Waellesley who, recognising the head-dress, asked of the officer
nearest to him—'"de Meuron d'Orbe, who of your tregiment is
that wpon the breach?” Kre long the breach had been suffi.
clently enlarged by the pioneers to admit twelve men abreast,
and General Baird at once gave the signal for $he advanes. The
storming party rushed forward under a wild fire of musketry,
handgrenades, and heavy ordnanee, which rendered the crossing
of the rocky bed of the river a #ask of no little peril. . Their
guide, the gallant Lalor, fell wounded about midway and was
drowned in the passage. Once however, the opposite side had
been gained, cover was found under the fort wall and scaling

_ladders were quickly planted at a gpot  whieh Raird had pre-

viously indicated to de Meuron-Tribolet. The remainder of the
column scrambled up pell-mell, Lieutenant Alphonse Mabthey
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receiving a tremendous blow on the head while mounting and
falling with great foree upon de Meuron-Tribelet: Matbthey
euccumbed to his wound two days later, being the ‘only officer
of the attacking army actually kiiled upon the breach.*®

On reaching the summit the two companies diverged right
and left as previously arranged. Their cartridge-boxes had been
soaked during the crossing, bubt a charge with the bayonet
soattored the Mysorians, before these latter were able to reload,
and the force under de Mouron-Bayard soon gained ground to the
oast, in spite of a murderouns fire from the houses. The enemy’s
guns were gspiked as soon a8 captured and the Union Jaek
planted upon every oubwork gained, in one of which a store of
ammunition was opporbunely discovered by the _attacking body.
A terrifie fusillade from the Direction of the North Gate follow-
od, and Swiss soldiers running to the assistance of their comrades,
found themselves suddenly in the Palace Square which was being
held by the 74th Regiment who had succesded in capturing some
of Tippoo's Frenchmen. Within the Palace all was terror and
confusion until Major- Allan obfained . an entrance wrapped in a
white flag and learnt from the panic-gtricken young princes thab
Tippoo was no longer with them. He had ™ fact lefb the
Palace with his guard ag soon as the assaulb began, and hurry-
ing to the ramparts had shot geveral of the storming party with
his own hand. Seeing then that the Raglish were carrying all
before them, he made his way to the north of the fortress with
the intention of rallying a part of the garrison and refreaiing
with it to his camp outside the town. S0 great, however, was
the crash of fugitives at the river-bridge that further progress
bacame impossible, and the Sultan himgelf, who bad bheen twice
wounded, was nearly carried off his feet, - He still endeavoured
to press on, when his horse was ghot under him, and almost
 immediately afterwards he received a third wound, severe though
" not fatal- His attendants, among whom were a number of his
women, placed him in a palanquin. He left it and crawled to
a gabtewny leading to a gardem. At that momen$, sweating with
heat znd mad with excitement, a body of Hinglish troops appeared
on the scene.?® A British sergeant rushed forword to lay hands

19, He was the son of a receveur at Cornaux in Switzerland. His brother
Frederick who died o lieutenant-colonel at Yverden in 1850 commanded the
Ted River sxpedition in 1816. He published a treatise on the employ of the
carbine and & memoir with maps on the draining of the march at Zeeland,

99. A private in the Regiment de Meuron named Christenan, a native of
Offenbery and known ag the “Prunswicker,”” who was afterwards master of the
Garrison Baud at Fort 8t. George (where he buried his wife in 1823) is said
to have been the soldier who killed Tippoo. Bui Lord, Valentia, in 1804 after
deseribing his visit to Seringapatam where be dined with Colonel de Meuron
and his officers, wroke : ‘Tt is still unkvown who gave the fatal wound to the
Sultaun. The invaluable siring of pearls which he wore round his neck was
the prize of the soldier, but it has never been traced. He had been many years

eollecting this, always taking off an inferior pear] where he could purchase one
of more value, . ‘

all serious resistance was at an end: a
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on Tippoo who made a cut im  wi
 whe at him

strength, inflicting a deep gash &boutwttiis g

moment the Tiger of Mysore la

his remaining
ST . knee: The next
: ead with a bullet. in the }
ggé\therﬂl‘n }!ihe chest, and 'bayonet wounds in four placeseinlezcils’s
be g Lig andful of retainers fought over him with the energ
Womespaér.and covered _hls remaing with 1their corpses severza?ir
y W:}nl kemg shot promiscuously with his gnards. The ’body a8
: nown, was nob found till after nightf ii it wa
placed in a litter and earried off b Fbt o N o
d i torchlight to be identi
by his %wo sons at the Y ™  pentified
palace. Meanwhile Tippoo’s :
been hauled down and the British colours hoistedmi)n :hei:gstjladcii

saluted with twenty-one guns fro ;
m th i i
cheors from the aseembled vichors he  batteries and with _three

of HlPiousel»to-house fighting sis‘ill continued after the occcupabion
of i palace, the Frenc_:hmen in Tippo’s service more than onc
allying the Mysoresans in the gtreets. By four o’clock, howevezfa
been ' pa.r_tia]ly restored, orders were ;ihefis lﬁ;onbeiz calflmd bl
f;a.nt\mg the troops permission to pillage until noon prec:)ise] on
f 8  morrow. De Meuron-Bayard, who was on guard a.tytizn
a.st§on near the M'ygore Gate, divided his company into th .
f;)rgt;?::sé one of which went out to plunder while the othziz
.i-,b A de L on duty. He records‘as & noteworthy ecircumstane

d‘a; aring storm and sack alike, the utmost humanit .
isplaved by all ranks. “Les femmes {urent princi a?lr ont
re':spfactées ot protégées ainsi que le reste des habit pt e
n'avient pas les armes 4 la main”. Two soldiers he 3‘51&8 ho
were (‘ilsgovered plundering half-an-hour after the expiratis;m s,_fwtho
time limit were at once hanged without ceremony, of the

The econquerors, indeed, had other duti i
thege the mpst pressing was the removalut::efﬂ tflsrf)e Egl;-fosr;l‘ o
wrackage .w'hmh encummbered the ecity’s streets, and the il;lts .
of the British officers killed, ineluding Matthe,y, who were eﬁ??ndt
L:é)outi;he breach. Quiet was now so far restored that moshu?:)f
fte ownspeople re-opened the shops. At four o'clock on th
afternoon pf the Hth of May came the hurial of Tipoo hi ¢
who was interred with military honours besides his fathelrngg

mother in the R i :
the sty e Royal mausoleum of ILal Bagh, two miles outside

Hardly had this ceremorny conecluded .
gd fo quarters than a most tremendous st:r!-lr(i i};ebhi:fx‘;ggf li'?t;::n
lﬁng and rain burst wpon the town and continued for sagverl;.;
lozzlrsi-n E}?e vg::;»gt a;vgs tiée 1igé:|tnirﬁg that number of lives were

e out-posis. Lieu n '

of the 77th Regiment, WGI‘I; killed, a.nfienzlltstheBa;:Iraﬁnt:d Erant,
and even dogs of Lieutenant Bellasis struck dead :smd,= hprses,
much injured, Foreibly as the value of the capture was fellrtm:;;f
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its accomplishment, the army had now more reagon
;};ecgggra.?fﬂ;z ?tself pa.s the torrents which fei.l thig evenmg
completely filled the bafberies and trenchqs with - water, ar}:;
rendered the river impassable for some days afterwards. On the
7th of May, the British headguarters were trsf.nsfarred to the
Darva Daulat, Tippo's favourite summer rem.dence, and ‘the
grou.nds at Lal Bagh were turned into a hospital. The priva-
tions and fatigues enduved  in the irenches had, unha.ppﬂy. heen
sucessded by excesses which more than »(_ioubled the mortality f}f
the great army. Soon it was thought wise to remove the bu
of the troops outside the ecily. The ‘Gha‘sseurs at the Myso};e
Gate were relieved by the 33rd Regiment de Meuron and the
whole of the Second Brigade, were despatched fo the outlying
cantonment of French Rocks, some fifteen miles away. The
change in one sense proved disastrous. Ere many days, the
camp was visited by another violent storm which dfaluge,d the
tents, destroyed =a large quantity of booty, qnd 1nﬂlcbe(.i vs?st
damage, especially in the lines of the 74th Foof. During its
progress, de Meuron-Bayard's orderly, Plessang, was. we are told,
drowned, :

ig accident added another item fto the list of _casuahtles
ot tl'ﬁshlgez‘iment de Meuron.  Between the Ich of April and the
ith of May, it had lost forly killed and thirty-five men wound-
od.. The deaths included one assistant surgeon, one lisutenant,
three sergeants, five corporals, two drummers and twenty-five
rank and file; one man had been drowned, and two had been
reporbed missing. = The BSeringapatam medsl was nokt the only
raward of the survivors. [Lieutenant de Pury records that he

received 9,540 pounds French as his first instalment of prize- .

money, and on the eighth of Oectober writes thab for t.h?‘ gecand

he exp:ects as ‘much again. . “La troisiéme” he conecludes, ~viendra

quand elle pourra” Maithey's portion of one thopsgnd and eighty

pagodas was, in addition, owing to his death, divided among his
by ]

comrades. '

Fame had something further in store for the Regiment. Ol’.&e
at least of iks heroes was immortalized in Robert Ker Porters
areat historical picture of the assault of Seringapatam which was
thibited tor several years at the London Lyceum- Af the. left
axtrermity of some 2,550 square fest of canvas  was dep{cted
“Oaptain Lardy of the Regiment de .Meuron ‘(s1c), being ass1gted
by one of the avbillery men in binding up hlg wonnded”lefh arm
in order that he might rejoin the storming party. It is
certainly remarkable that of the three officern wotinded at 1:,he
breach, two, namely Lardy and Matthey, should have heen Swiss.
The third was Colonel Dunlop, of the 77th Foot. All the other
casusltios among officers, ten killed and eleveﬂ_ wounded', were
qustained either during the passage of the »river or in the
subsequent street fghbing. :
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In the middle of June, the regiment returned from = French
Rocks to Beringapatum and was present both at the ingtallation
of the new Rajah of Mysore, a bhoy of six, under the Dewan:
ship of Purneab, and at the departure of Tippoo's four elder
song for Vellore, the nine younger children being left at Seringa-
patam in charge of Colonel Wellesley. In November 1799 it was
again maoved, this time to Arnmee, where its Jolonel, Pierre
Frederic de Meuron, has been commanding the station during
the whole of the Mysore. campaign; and in August 1800 it was
wvander orders for Vellore: Here it arrived with a total strength
of no more than 536 men, a detachment of 218 having heen
despatched under Captain Bernard to take part in Colonel Wel-

lesley’s pursuif of Dhoondiak Wagh, who in the following

September was finally run to earth and killed at Conagull. JYess

than a year later, the Regiment de Meuron was once more in
Madras, ‘ :

On the 24th of February 1801 it was reviewed on the
north glacis by (General Lake and passad as wvery fit to be
presented eithor to friend or foe. “The same evening” (record
the papers of the time) “Major-General de Meuron gave a ball
and supper at the Pantheon at which Lord and Lady Clove and
General Lake were present.” Its quarters were then in Fort St.
George; and the oolonel obkained permission to use  the fort
church for divine servicer The well-known (ericke, whoes monu-
ment by Flaxman now adorns the walls of 8t. Mary's, was at
the time regimentul chaplain. 1t was doubtless ke who officiated

_ab the funeral of Isaac de Meuron de Roechat, captain and pay-

master, whose grave in the island cemesbery bears the date, 22nd
of May 1800. - The next year two privates suffered the extremae
penalty of the law, being convicted of murder at different ses-
sions, the first by the Recorder, and the second by the newly
conglituled Supreme Court: The records of their trials are un-
forfunately no longer traceable among the Registrar’s records,??

The muster roll of the regiment of the lst of August 1801,
shows 431 officers and men at Fort 8t., George, 297 in the
field against the Poligars, 14 ab Arnee, 57 abt Vellore, and 90
in Bengal, these last probably ecomprising the small party aflter-

‘wards sent to Igypt under Sergeant Portinger. Adding fifty-ome

recruits who had arrived by the ship of the 26th of July, the

affective strength of the regiment would thus appear to have

21. Their names were J. D. Grenier, triedin January 1801, and F. Koening,
tried in August 1801. General Lake landed in Madras on the 29th January
1801, on hiz way to Bengal to take over the chief command from Sir Alured
Clarke, On the 11th February he reviewed the Body-guard, on the 19th the first
Battalion of Artillery, and on another date the 2nd Battalion, Op the morning
of Tnesday, the 3rd March, he embarked for Calentta,
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amounfed to 798. The two companies at this time on aetive
sgrvice were engaged with Coloriel Agpew in a campaign against
the Poligars of Madurs and Tinnevelly; with them we read, were
Captains Bernard and Zweifel, Lieufenants Wolff,** Baron Muller,
Gaechter, -, de May, Pster, Surgean ¥ranke, and the Chaplain
Jean du Pasquier. Active employment was alse found for four
companies under Major Lardy who served with Colonel Montres-
sor in his sueccessful attack on the “Barriers of the Bullum
Rajah’ at Arakerry; which is, in spite of ifs distinetly Hiber-
nian gound, on the borders of Mysore and Canare.

From a regimental point of view, a more important inecident
was the . deparfure from India of Colonel Pierre Frederic de
Meurcn, who, the 18th of March, 1801, embarked for Hurope on
board the “Eden Castle” and reacked Londor in November,
With the excoption of a short visit to Switzerland, he remained
in London until the arrival in Fmngland of his regiment in 1807,
In that year he rebired and settled at Neuchatel until his death
on the 1%th December 1812,

Several ofther officers, it may be noted, left India with their
colonel, among these was A. de Dardel who, six years later,
was despatched on 2 recruiting mission to Sweden; a mission
which can hardly bave heen aitended with suecess, since only
one Swede is known to have gerved in the regiment, The
geven Danes, moreover, who figure in the muster-roll, were
probably enlisted at the time of the occupatiecn of Tranquebar
in 1801. 1In that year, two companies of the regimeni upder
Captain Bernard with a small body of English troops under
Colonel Campell were despatched to the little retilement, which
promptly capitulated without a blow. The BSwiss garrisened the
Dannehorg for six weeks, and then returned to their regiment,

Soon after de Meuron's departure, the regiment, command-
ed by de Meuron-Bullot, was again moved to Seringapatam.
Leaving Madras on the 20th of September, it tocok no lese than
forty days to reach the Mysore capital. Three of fhe fifty
recruits died upon the road, and the rains were so great that
frequent halts were necessary: for the most part atl places like
Pullicondab, Santgur, or Ouscotia—names long gince forgotton in
days when railways have replaced route marches,

For four vears longer, the Regiment‘ de Meuron enntinued
to garrison the little igland by the Cauvery. On the 29th of
April 1803 it had the misfortune to lose its Colonel J. P. de

22, FElias I, Wolff died in September 1801 at Shpleveram “with Lientenants
Colonel Innes’ detachment in camp’’,
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‘Meuron-Bullot, who with his eldest daunghter, “a young lady of

great worth and beauty,” and Lieutenant Holborn of the 34th
Regiment, was drowned in the surf at Madras by the upseting
of the accommodation-hoat in which he was proceeding to join
the Union on his way to Ruarope.

In the Seringapatam cemetery repose several of the officers
of the regiment: John Reunolds, paymaster, Captain Mayer
Francois Piachaund, Charles Bugnon, and Colonel Henri David
de Meuron, who like de Meuron-Bullot, met his death by
drowning on the 23rd of September 1804, He had commanded
the regiment throughout the Mysore campaign, and, in 1802

. acted as Military Governor of Pondicherry, His widow, Mary,

died at Han Thomé on the 17th of August 1805, and is buried
in Bt. Mary’s cemetery, Madras.

Another officor, de Pury, was shot dead in a duel by
Alexandre Lequin, whose subsequent history is recorded in one
gentence: "Le & janvier, le capitaine Lequin a compara devant
la cour martiale pour avoir tué en duel le Lieutenant Pury, le
81 mars, 1801. Legnuin, condamne, a3 été degrade devant le
regiment et a ebte chasse du service.” The sentence exhibits a
curious contragt with the regiments early history at the Cape,
when duelg appear to have heeén too common of occurrence to
have attracted the notice of the authorities.

Lord Valentia, who made the grand tour of India in 1804,
halted at Heringapatam from the 29th of February to the 4th
of March, ‘1 dined”. he writes, “with Colonel de Meuron, who
had invited all hig officers to meet me. He resides in a part
of the palace of Hyder, The state room was painted green,
which seems to have been a favourite colour of that chief,
with much gilding. It joins one side to the harem and opems
into the publie” All these buildings had been turned to official
parpoges. The other part of Hyder's palace wag the residence
of the Surgeon and the geraglio an European hespital. Tippo’s
zonana served as a barrack for the artillery; hig private apart-
ments were  occupied by the Resident and his public by the
European troops-

During the last years of its serviee in India, the mumbers
of the regiment, from one cause or another, fell considerably.
At its first review at Seringapatam, it mastered 707 men: on
the first of August 1405 it was reduced to 618, of whom fifty,
by #special permission of the Commander-in-Chief, were after-
wardg drafted into the Honourable Compauy’s Artillery.

© 'The corps left Seringapatam for the last time on the 20th
of September, 1805, and after leavmg a stromg detachment at

Tripassore, reached Fort St. George in thirty five days. The
journey was marked by a dispute among the officers, as a result
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of which Colonel Lardy, who had now succeeded to the com:
mand wag compelled to report B de May and de Meuron-
Renzud for having insulted Captain de La Harpe- No proceed-
ings were however, taken since de Meuron.Renaud had already
been wunder arrest eleven months for another offence and, it
was anticipated, would be still further punished. De La Harpe,
it may be noted, in company with Senn. took an early oppor-
tunity of obbaining a transfer to the third Ceylen Regiment:
a course in which he was joined by a number of men whose
engagement in the Regiment de Meuron had expired.®®

In Japuvary, 1806, the regiment received orderg from home
the Tripassore detachement having rejoined its comrades in
Madras. As many as thirty eight sergeants and two hundred and
fifty men were drafted in to other regiments, no less than one
hundred and thirty-three joining the first and second battaliens
of Artillery.?* The corps iteelf was oonsequently reduced to
thirty five officers, sixteen sergeanis and one hundrﬁd and six-
teen men at the date of itg departure. Nineteen enfants de
troupe” were left hehind in India, twelve being placed in the
Male Orphan Asylum, while the remaining seven were provid-
ed with three months’ subsistance allowance in the hope of
their eventually obtaining wvacancies,

On the 1lth of OQctober the bulk of the regiment was
embarked on the Addmiral Gardner, seventy men under the
order of Captain de Rbham?®® setting out on board the Mefculfe,
The journey proved long and tedioug, a half of fifteen days
being made at Colombo and another of ten days at 8t. Helena,
and it was not until the 18th of July that the ships came to
anchor at Greenwich.

43. De La Harpe’s deseendants are still in Ceylon. Mr.J. Pinchaud, a planter
at Kadiyananda, is the great grandson of Major Piachaud, of Nyon, who died at
Seringapatam, 27th December, 1802, age 40.

24. This called forth the following remark from the Court of Directors in
their General letier dated the 6th of April 1802, “*In consideration of the long
and faithful services of the Regiment de Meuron under the British Government
in Tadia and of the deficient state of Artillery Corps we do not object to the
transfer of a part of that regiment to the corps alluded to, notwithstanding our
disinciination on general principle to any large proportion of foreigners being
admitted into that corps'. -

2%, De Rham was adjutant of the regiment in England, Bicily and Malta, and
A.D.C. to Generals Hope, Gibbs, and Gore. He was attached to the German
Legion under Major-General Hudson Lowe and retained on the staff of the
Duke of Cambridee till that corps was disbanded, when he returned to his own
regiment. e was A.D.C. to Baird in the expedition to Copenhagen, He

knew ngarly all the tongues of Burops and India, and was specially charge with '

recruiting acd instructions. For-13 years he was language magter at High
‘Wycombe Military College, and was "in at the death’” of the regiment in 1816.
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On arrival, the corps, after a stay of six Weeks im the
Isle of Wight, was despatched to ity depot at Lymington for
the purpose of completing its strength. Tts next destination
was GOuernsey, where Captain de Menron d’Orbe’s danghter
Louise, was married to a painter named Long, a native of the
Island; her brother, it may be noted, entered the Hanoverian
Legion and foupht at Waterloo. ' : '

In May, 1807, the regiment was once more at Gosport.
That England was not altogether to iis liking seems to be
ovidenced by the facl that a number of officers seized this
opportunity to resign their commissions or to exchange into
other regiments. Captaing Baer and Donzel were pensioned off;
Baron Muller de Friedberg obiained a captainey in the Regiment
de F¥roberg; F. Treuller passed into the Chasseurs Britanniques
and PFlorian Sprecher into the Ianoverian Iegion; while Louis
Pillichody, who had left a brother in India in the FEnglish
dragoons, secured a commission in the Regiment de Watteville,
and Lounis Xavier de Leutzbourg one in the Royal Regiment
of Malta.

i The next destination of the corps was Gibraltar, whera it
received a welcome addition to its ranks in a number of
Piedmontese and Germans who had deserted from Napeleon's
armied, Hrom thence it was despaiched to Messina, where, on
the 20th of April 1808, it was incorporated into the FREngligh
army of occupation wunder CUoelonel Lardy. After the repulse.
of the English fleet in the Bay of Naples, two years later, and
Sir Hudzon Lowe's ignominicus surrender of the Isle of Capre,
Murat’s ill-starred attempt to descend en Sicily seemed about
to afford a {fresh opportunity of distinction to ‘the regiment.
Ag things turned oub, however, no fighiing of consequence was
destined to occur. Barely two regiments had landed at Spoleto
when a storm arose which effectually scattered -the transports
and the detachments already disembarked fell an easy prey to
the companies of de Meuron and de Watteville.

More important, perhaps, was another change which now
took place in the colonely of the corps. Pierrs Liardy, who had
commanded the regiment since the death of de Meunron-Ballot
in 1803, sold his commission to a Major Wyndham, and the
command reverted to the next senior officer, Zweifel, who
euriously enough, had in 1804 married the widow of de Meuron-
Bullot.

In 1812 we hear of the regiment at Malta, Here on the
25th of March, new uniforms would seem to have hbeen served
out, making the third change which had been effected in the

-vagiment’s aftire since itg entry into British gervice. The scarlet

coat with blue facing and leathern helmet with a bear gkin
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crest has already given way to a coabee, round hat, and gaiters;
and thege im their turn were replaced by a jacket, trousers, and
a shako. The Grenadier company was distinguished by a red
plume, the Chasgeurs by a green, the Fusiliers by a white;
while the officers in full dress were resplendent with a biue
gilk mash with organe fringe. “Cet ensemble de tons,” as we
may well believe , “eboit des plus harmonieux et d'une eclatante
gaige”. Pouches and geabbards were in addition ornamented with
a plaque bearing the letters G.R. surmounted by a royal crown
and the inseription “De Meuron's Swiss Regiment”: a device
which also figured on the shakos when the corps came to adopt
that form of headress. So far, however, as ' sclatante-gaite”
~might be concerned, the regimental surgeons easily outshone their

comrades., During the first period of British service, the surgeon- .

major seems to have been clothed in a gray ecoat profusely
trimmed with gold lace, a scarlet waist-coat a® lavishly bedeck-
ed and scarlet bresches, In view of the exceptional  attraction
of so gorgeous an atfire, it is certdinly remarkable that the
name Of not a single Swiss i8 fo be discovered among the
medical staff.*® Out of the twenty four medical officers who
accepted service with the regiment, eight were Germans, eight
Frenchmen, five Bnglish, and three Dutch. The uniform worn
by the corps in the Madras Presidency in 1805 stands out in
curious contrast to the splendour of these surgeons: Here the
waigt-coats and frousers were of & dull drab colour—a presenti-
ment of the modern khaki—while the facihgs were of Saxen
bluz and the trimmings of silver.

During the stay of the regiment at Malta, one of its
officers at least was Dbusied with more sgerious matters than a
change of uniform. The difficulties of an officer on leave of
absence to his native Switzerland are exemplified by the ex-
periences of Lieutenant Emanuel de May of Berne, soldiers who
had seen service in Flanders under d’Erlach bhefore joining de
Meuron’s ranks in 1796, On the Tih of Decsmber 1811 he lsft
Malta on six months leave, Barely two days had elapsed when
the vessel was wrecked upon the African coasts and its passen-

gers plundered and- imprisoned by the Barbary natives. Released -

two days before Christmag, de May proceeded to Tunig, where
on the 5th of January he -embarked for Naples. On arrival
there, he was placed until the B8th of February, when, such
were .the combined eoffects of his ghipwreck and his lodging
under a crazy Neapolitan reof which allowed the rain to drip
through upon his bed, that he fell sick of a fever and was

26, 'This was not the case in earlier years. In 1706 Charles Phillipe Caudmont
was Surgeon-Major with three Aides, Ch. F. Beine, Paul Glessper, (or Lesser) and
Alois Pleténer. Laber on ocouur the names of W, Wybrow, John Franke, 4. Ludwig
Winter and Jobn Bamaason, who buried a wife Jeromana at Avnse in Decembear 1799,
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unable to leave hiz room wuniil the 9nd of March, by which
date thvee months of bis leaye had practically expired. - Hinzlly
ha }‘ea,ched Berne in safely om the 13th of April, where he wag
busily employed in arranging the affairs of his brother Redelphs
whe ‘like himself held a eommission in the Regiment da Meuron,
Suddenly, on the 22nd of April, a secret warning resched him
that he was on the point of being arrested at the instance of
the French ambassador. Accompanied by a young ensign Auguste
de Loriol, who had just joined the regiment, he effected an
escape into Germany and took the mail to Schafthausen. From
thence he travelled to Ulm and down the Denube until he
reached Yianna where he was delayed ten days by the necessity
of procuring passports for the remainder of the journey- On
the 29th of May, he was at Brood upon the Turkish frontier.
Five days elapsed before the departure of the caravan snd nine
more went in reacking Serajevo. Here fresh difficultios again
detained him for four days, and it was not until thes 2nd of
July after a most troublesome journey that he finally arrived at
Salonika where Mr. 8charnaud, the British Consul, suceeeded in
obtaining for him a passage to his destination, on the 29nd July.
Three weeks later he was able once more to rejoin his regi-

ment at Malta, having overstayed his leave by upwards of
two months. ‘ .

Meanwhile the authorities were discovering s new sphere of
aciion for the regiment.- The term for "which the corps had
been engaged had already been remewed on 1809 for a further
period of seven years, with the added stipulation that no Italians,
Englishmen or Frenchmen should be henceforth recruited; and at
the beginning of 1813 orders were received for its immediate
embarkation for Ameriea.

In s general order, dated the 4th of May, 1813, the
enniversary of the storming of Seringapatam— General Oakes
commanding the troops at Malta, testified in eloquent terms to
his appreciation of the good conduct and discipline -of the
Regiment de Meuron, and on the following day the troops were
once again alloat, on board the Regulus Meipomene and Dover,

Ab the end of August, the regiment, now twslve hundred
strong, landed in  Canada. The Hnglish were then engaged in
hostilities with the Americans both on the Grest Lakes and along
the frontiers, the British force being divided inio two army corp:"
under the command of Sir George Prevost, a Genevese by origin®?
and, ar events goon proved, a weak and incompetent leader,.

27.  Prevost (1767.1816) was the eldest son of Major-Gieneral Augustine Pravost, who
served under Wolfe, by his wife Anne, daughter pf Chevalier George Grand of
Amsterdam, . ‘ ;
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The first column of twenty-five thousand men in three brigades
had been despatched under Bir Gordon Drummond to operaie on

Take Ontario with Washington as its objective- Ab the beginning,

the division met with fair wuccese, for on the 24th of October, it
oceupied Washington, whence, however, after setting fire fo the
Capital and most of the public buildings, it was _compelled even-
tuaily to retire. The Regiment de Watteville, which was unlucky
enough to take part in this expedition suffered severe losses both
here and at the repulse beiore New Orleans.

The Regiment de Meuron was miore fortunate in being select-
ed to join the army of Upper Canada, comprising some thirty
gix thousand men under the command of (General Brishane, where
it was brigaded with the Canadian Voltigeurs, The only important
operation in which if shared was the atbtack on Platteburg.
Licutenant Charles de Goumocens, who died abt Lausanne as
recently as 1882. has left an interesting narrative of this, the
lasb, pé;ss&ge of arms in which hig regiment was destinqd to play
a part., The Swiss corps was stationed on the left wing of the
army, and was the Iast to pass the line of block house‘s on the
American frontier. Theo city of Plattsburg was divided into two
by deep river, but the Regiment de Meuron succeeded in occupy-
ing the lower half of the town and had it not ’!Je_aen for the
want of energy displayed by General Provost in failing to order
an-immediate attack wupon the citadel, wonld have rendered itself
sp'eadily masber of the whole. Its colonel, 8o Boon a8 he had
- patablished his position in the town, egent off an orderlely o
General Provoss, bubt waes met with the injunction to continue to

mainkain himseelf as best he could. The regiment had lost sixteen '

men in the attack, and for six dayve longer vemained in the town,
exposed to & heavy fire, day and night, on the lﬁth‘ of Septem-
ber, the English fleet advanced to attack the American defend-

ing squadron, bub was exposed to such a terrific cannoumiie from -
the fort thab the first shot fired killed the British Admiral and

so disabled his flagship that she was driven fo swrrender. This
digagter took place under the very eyes of the regiment, which
was awaiting orders to atiack the citadel, and would almost
certainly bave overpowered the defenders, had Ge%neral Provost
" only been willing to combine a land attack with the.naval
demonatration. As maftters stood, the fleet was no sooner dizabled
than the batteries of the citadel concentrated their fire upon that
portion of the town which -was in possession ‘of thg_ British
troops. Ere long a church which protected their position had

98, ‘While the regiment was in Gan&dw, Surgeon-Major Weber died at Lia Prairie.
leaving a widow and five children, Thelady married K. de May and returned latey
{0 Bwitzerland, where one of the Sopns, George Weber, practised for a long time ps
a doctor at Fleurier,
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besn blown sway, and the forces wers compelled to svacuabe the .
city, the Regiment de Meuron covering the rebreat of the artillery
and being the last to cross the bridge, whieh was held until the
last moment by a detachment of Chasseurs under Captain Frederic
Matthey, a brother of the subaltern, who had distinguished
himself in the assault at Seringapsism, :

The next time we hear of the regiment, it was at Burton-
ville where, on the 12th of May 1815, (General Camphell reported
it as being in a high state of efficiency. At the review held on

-that date, its strength was returned as follows: one eclonel, two

lieutenant colonels, two majors, tern ecaptaing, sighieen lisutenants,
six ensigns, an adjutant, a paymaster, a quartermaster, a surgeon,
an assietanf-gsurgeon, sixty four sergeants, thirty corporals, twenty-
one drummers, and eight hundred and fifty two men, making in
all a tobal of one thousand and eleven. The officers at this fime
wore composed of twenty eight Swiss, five Germans, and eleven
Fnglishmen. No less than fourteen of the Swiss officers were
natives of Neuchatel, buf only two were of the de Meuron's
tamily, namely de Meuron Bayard and Lieufenant Jules Cesar de
Meuren, a son of de Meuron dYverncis, The eleven oldest
officers were Captain Bourgeois (forty years of age and eleven of
service), Lieutenant/Colonel de Meuron- Bayard {forty vears of age
and ninteen of service) and Captain Fuchs *” (bhirty six years of
age and twenty years of service); the youngest officers were
Lieutenant de Meuron (nineteen years of age with two of service)

- and Auguste de Loriol who must ‘have joined the regiment at -

thirbeen, since, with btwo vears of gervice to his ecredit, he
is entered ‘as no more than fifteen vyears of age. The regiment
included two Tnglishmen, 313 Bwiss 256 Germans, 120 Ttalians,
23 S8paniards. 3 Portuguese, 7 Russians, 6 Poles, and 7 men. of
diverse countries; of these 203 were of the age of twenty, 264

s were twonty five, nearly four hundred were of the age of thirty,

four were fAfty and two were fifty five, Ninety two wives accom-
panied the regiment, together with twenty-four hoys over the age
of fen, two under ftem, and sixteen girls. :

Meanwhile the career of the corps itself was rapidly drawing
to a eclose. Deserfion was once more rife among the men, recur-
ring with lamentable frequenoy in the officers’ reports, and with
the repluse before New Orleans, peacs preliminaries indicated thuat
the services of the regiment would no longer be required. On
the 11th of March 1816 the final nodification came te de Meuron-
Bayard that the British Government. had resolved on the. dig-
bandment of the regiment,

29, Fuochs who was in the Regiment de Reoll excha;nged'commission in 1819 with
Antoine Courapt.
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The 24th of June wag the day fized for the departure of
gsuch of the men as desired remain in the eclony. ’I.‘pese numbgL
ed 843 being 23 sorgeants, 13 drummers, and 307 privates. With
thein went 79 women and thirsy children. Ten of éshe offweys at
the same fime accepted half pay in conjuebion Wl!ﬁh a liberal
grant of land: Matthey, d'Orsonnens, d_e Graffenried, Fauche,
Bourgeocis, Wittmer, Robirs, Leonard, Napier, and lSchult_z'l.nany
of the non-commissioned officers joined the Canadian militia as
instractors: the Monireal (Fazelle of the 28th of Novemlber. 18185,
alludes warmly to the efforts of the colonel inducing hig men to
take up sueh  employ and econclude with the ery of -Vive le
Regiment de Meuron!”

In an order of the day, dated the 96th  of July, .1816,
General Sir John Sherbrooke,®” who had foughf with the regiment

at Seringapatam, shewed his appreciation of the services of the’

by flattering farewell, and a few days later the remnant of
sﬁzpsreg};ment, n§w reduced to 27 officers, 37 sergeants, 22
corperals, 7 drummers, and 232 men, embarked frqm Guebee in
the Kliza. )
Thirty eight days later, the  regiment was once again in
England. On the 24th of September, Lord ]?almerston, who was
then Secretary of State for War, communicated toc the colonel
commanding the final orders for disbandment, and the troops
wers transported o the depobt at Lymington, whenee they fook
ghip for their respective homes.

On the 4th of November, 1816, the War Office acknowledged
tha reeceipt of forty mnine volumes of the regir:'ﬂenta,l papers. The
flags of the regiment passed into the possession of de Meuron-
Bayard, who, on his death in May 1859 at Heusdon in Holland
at the age of eighty eight, bequeathed them to Theodore de
Meuron- . :

The Regiment de Meuron had now ceased to e{(isb, but its
traditions continued to animate the settlers, whom }t had left
behind in Canada. May, d'Oreonnens and Fauchs, ln_deeq_. had
pot long taken up their lands, before they were conductmg‘ an
expedition of Swiss soldiers on the Red River where the Indians
had recently massacred the Scobch sefflers of * Lord Selklrkis
colony. Joined on the way by a small detachment of the Regi-
menii de Wabbeville, they ecompletely cleared the counbry of the

Indian maraudere in fiwenty months, Captain Matthey, in writing‘

80. -Sherbrooke {1764-1830) was, says Wellington, “the most passionate man I ever
" knew’. The episods known as the Wynyard Ghost occured while Sherbrooke was
Tuartered at Cape Breton, Nova Seotim, in 1784-5,
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home to his old Colonel, de Mouron-Bayard, draws a lively
picture of the privations, which were undergone by the expedition,
and degeribes, among other incidents, how he aocidentally encoun-
tered 1,100 leagues from the mouth of Mississippe, Sapper Daleour,
a former deserter from the regiment.

In June 1817 the three officers, May, d’Orso_nnas, and Fauche,
were once again in London. The Regiment de Meuron was, it is
true no longer in existenve, but not on that account as -yet
forgotton. To such a height, indeed, did misrepresentation as to
its past conduet obtain s hearing in the House of Commons, that,

~aching on the advice of Colonmel K, G, de Bosset®', an old

member of the regiment, the three olficers addressed a collective
protest to the Commons from their address at 4, Queen Square,
Westminster drawing attention to the high appreciation of .the
services of the corps which had been placed on record by 8ir -
John Sherbrooke while in Canada.

~ With this eharacteristic termination to ifg history, the career
of the Regiment de Meuron was now ended. Of the thirty-five

-years of its existenos, fourteen had been pagsed in the serviece of
‘the Dutch Company and twenty one in that of England. During

the firsé period, 2,277 men had passed through the ranks: during
the second and longer period no more than 2,014. A conception
of the cosmopolitan nature of the regiment may be derived from
a study of the muster-rolls of this period of British service.
Among the nationalities represented were 630 Bwiss, 502 Germans,
192 French Alsationms, 123 Tkalians, 293 Duteh, 29 Spaniards, 16°
Hungarians, 8 Portuguese, 4 Polee, 3 TRussians, 7 Danes, 4
Englishmen, and 1 Swede; 2 members were from Guadeloupe, two
from 8an Domingo, ten from Ceylon, three from Pondicherry, two
from. the Cape of (Good Hops, and three from Canada. Two
Boers. and a score of Eurasiang seem, in addition, o have taken
service with the regiment. The average age of the men was
thirty-three, while one man of sixty-twoe and four of sixty appear
upon the lists,

*The officars numbered in all two hundred and saven. Of
these no fewer than eighteen were of the family de Meuron. Two
of them, Gustave and Auguste, who were with the Prussian army
learning their dubies, remained in that gerviee after the outbreak
of war with France and fought at Jena. Two others died before
being graded and one young eadet had to be sent back to Europe
as not possessing “'les qgualities sufficantes pour etre officier”. The
conbribution of the family to the British army within the short
space of twenty one years included two major-generals, two -
colonels, two lieutienani-colonels, nine captaing, and. two lisutenants,

81. His brother C. F. de Bossct was present in 1799 2t the battle of Zurich, where

" he had heen sont by Mr, Wickham, the Bnglish envoy. IHe was promoted from the

Regiment de Meuron into the King's German Legion.
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- Of the remaining officers, outside those of Bwiss extrastion,
twenty three were French, twenty one German, and thirty one
English. Of the Bwiss officers themselves, forty four, in addition
to the de Meurons, were natives of Neuchatel. In this connection
it may here be noted that during the stay of the regiment in
Fngland., Lisutenant Vitel of Verrieres while on six month’s leave
of abgence was summarily arrested in passing through Paris, and
- on the 4th of May 1807, shot by order of the KEmperor: after
which even$ stringent orders were issued by Napolson to prevent
racruiting for British purposes in the prineipaliby .of Neuchatel.

Owing to the reluctance of the DBritish War Office to yield
up its official secrsts, not a little of the history of the regiment
must necessarily remain involved in some obscurity. The first
attempt to solve the difficulties which stand im the way of the
regiment's biographer dates from the publication in 1885 of =
privately printed and almost unprocurable essay compiled from
papers in the family’s possession and edited with a fair show of
Historical inaecuracy and much confusion of material by Theodorse
de Meuron, ‘“larriers-pstit-neven du general de Meuron, Colonel
Proprietaire du regiment.” The only konown copy of this work
is the author's own, which, at his death, passed into the library of
Mongieur Albert de Montet, of Cardoune, neat Vevey, cidevant
ligutenant in an Austrian Dragoon regiment, fo whom I am
indebted for the loan of the wvolume. A review of the essay by
General Turrell appeared in the Madras Mail of the 29th of
July, 1896. The wpamphlet itself and a few scattered articles in
the “Musee Neuchatelois’ of about the same date, may almost
be said to consbitute the enbire published aubthority for the
history of the regiment. It is probable that a search among the
regimental papers in the possession of the War Office would not
only elucidate many mysteries in connecbion with the British
service of the regiment bub restore to more than one unremember-
ed hero the need of praise that is his due.

JULTAN JAMES COTTON,
Madrag Civil Servica.

Formerly Scholar of CC.C., Oz ford
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THE GOOD OLD DAYS—-VI

“The Return of o Runaway’
By Bass KEUVELAAR -

About the middle of the XVII century all Antwerp was astir
looking for the 15 year-old son, Joseph, of the burgomsster Jan
de Wandelaar. All search was however fruitless., Speculation was
rife as to the fate of the youth and suspicion rested on some
Portuguese gailors who were having a carouse abt the herberg
‘St. Nicholas” the day previous- Little Joseph was always up to

" mischie! and thersfore always in froubles He was conseguently a

general favourite with the numerous adventurous spirits to be
found at such a busy centre as Anfiwerp. The {aect was that
Joseph had eniered the inn to see the sailors enjoving themselves,
and having expressed a wish fc be a sailor man, was taken on
board the Portuguese ship and arrived at Lisbon. The Pichelingus,
28 they nicknamed him, made himsell guite comfortable on board,
and when the Portuguese fleet sailed for the Indies for ths

" defence of Malagea, which was about to be abtacked by the

Dutch, Joseph sailed with it a8 page to Don Francisco de Lopes,
in command of the ship “Santa Maria.” They arrived at Malacca,
after the usual eventful voyage in those daye, to find prepara-
tions being made for its defence against the Dutch fleet, Galle
being threatened about the same time, the fleet was despaiched
thers, and it was thus that Joseph hecame associated with the
thrilling evemnts which "oceurred in Cevion shortly afterwardas.

The Portuguese had been living a life of esse and pleasure
all these days at Galle, never sufficiently realising the dangers
which were %o threaten them at the hands of the heretic Dutch.
Maria Boarez, the wife of Dom Francisco de Lopes, was a filha de
Fale® and one of the lsaders of Galle scciely. Her daughter
Francesca, a charming brunstée of the Indo-Lusitanian type of
beauty, was the admired of all admirers. Her uncle Dom Abralioa
de Silva Disganaike, Mudaliyar, husbapd of Sibilla Boares, had
his eye on ZFrancesea as a prospective wife to his son Joao
then holding the rank of Mohandirac. But Francesea was “‘not
having any.” Her heart was set on the Dblue-eyed Pichelingue
who had now been raised to the rank of an alferez, and locked
quite smart in his new uniform, 8o that at a dance lgiven by
Senhora de Lopes it was pretty evident to the Mudaliyar and his
son Joseph was the favoured one, although Francesca was most
gracious to her cousin Jomo resplendent in his gold-laced uniform
of a Mohandirao,

1. Herberg ie. inn .
2, Filka de Gale Portuguese for ‘s danghter or woman of Galle”
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Nover was there at Galle such a large quantity of “filhos,?
bolos, aloa de Musecat, fogacas, penbe [ritadas, pasbelels and doces
consumed, never was thers suchk a run on ths vinho de Madeira®
and gloria,® The ecantegas and ehikotbie - or love songs were of
the wittlest and never was the caffrinha danced with such eclat
fo the music of the local toepas fiddilers. In fact the dance was
voted a colossal success.

A few months after these events the slarm weas sounded that
a powerful Dubch fleet was about to enter the harbour, and
Captain Dom Francisco de Lopss had to hurry to his defence
post, the Baluarie® St Antonio with Jose de Fandeleiro (as he
was named), as s subaltern. The Dubch fleet entered the harbour
sgiling along the eastern side, beyond rangs of the guns of the
baluarie 8t. Jago, and encamped af Magalle. There was much
weaeping and lamentation among the womenkind in the Fort. The
Captain of the Fort was at his wits end. The place was ill-prepared
to susbain .a seige by well-disciplined Huropean troops. Provisions
were scanty, so was ammumbion, and the guns and rifles were
of antique and obsolete pattern. On the other hand the Dutch

ware provided with brass cannon and hand-grenades discharging

fira and poisonous gases, the invention of a German corporal in
the Duteh ranke, Herr Warstenschiemmer of Berlin. Ag wae to
be expected the Portuguese were badly strafed -and had to
“bukken”,” as the Dutch pub it in their expressive and elegant
language. The Mudaliyar and his family at once went over to

the Dutch side taking with him his sister-in-law, Franeesca snd.

Joseph. He was aftorwards made Mahamddaliyar to the Duteh
Commandeur of (ialle on the recommendation of Raja Singh the
Second, King of Kandy. Dom Franecisco de Lopes was taken as
a prisoner of war %o Batavia where he also entered the servies
of the Hon'ble Dutch Fast India Company-

He had begun keeping a Diary commencing from the date
of his leaving Lisbon down $o the capitulation of Galle. This,
with his other papers, was taken by his wife to the house of
the Mudaliyar who tock great care of them as they coniained
numerous references to the noble family of Dissanaike as deriving
from an adigar of the King of Kandy, who in prehistoric times
fled from the Kandyan court and settled in the low couniry, an
ovent whiech has often been incidentaly related in the newspapers

~every fHime the office of Mahamudaliyar fell vacant- After the
conquest these papers ‘were handed to the Predikant Zaligeriue

Filhos bolos ete. Portuguese swestmeats

Vinho de madeirae Madeiva wine

Gloria i.e. a drink made from arrack and spices
Baluarte is bulwark

Bukken i.e, snbmit, yield

LR
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who intended writing a history of the Mast Indies under Portu-
guese ruls. He took them 'with him fo Holland when ke
r:epaatrimnad and translated the same into Dutch, bub the fransla-
tion was not published till many vears after hiz death. '

Joseph, who had married Francesca, died as opperhoofd® of
Ba.tt.lca.loa leaving a son Jan, who was an assistant in the Dutch
service stationed abt Colombo.

The mother of Joseph was Gartruida Moutmaker, whose brother
Adria.a.n_ Moutmaker, was in command of one of the Dutch,
companies at the seige of Galle quite oblivious of the fact that
his nephew Joseph was fighting on the Portuguese sids,

- Dom Francisco de Lopes and Adriaan Moutmaker became
close‘friends at Batavia and often related to each obther &heir -
experiences of siege of Clalle, but Dom Francizeo had guite
forgotten about his papers, and his wife, in her correspondence
never referred to them, ,

Dom Francisco, his wife, Francesca, Joseph, the Maha-

' mudaliyar and his son Joao, had been gathered to their fathers,

when Dom Franciseco’s “Notes on the Tast Indiss,”” saw the light

Containing, as they did, important informadion about the Portu:
guese in the Hast Indies and their rule there, many copies were '
sent out to the new Duich colonies in thé Tast. The Diary
contafhed many passing references to Jose de Fandelsiro, how he
was brought to Lishon from Antwerp on board the “Santa Maria”
and served as page, and afterwards as gubaltern, to the diarist at

the seige of Galle. This attracted the attention of the descen-

dants of Adrinan Moutmaker at Batavia who had  heard as a

matter of family tradition, how the de Wandelaar famiiy had

been thrown inlo mourning by the gudden disappearance of the

only son of the Burgomaster of Antwerp, and loeal anfiquarians

were busy endeavouring to connect Jose de Fandeleiro opperhoofd

of Baticalo with Joseph de Wandelaar the Burgomaster's son

The akie® {dated 1641} of Jose de Fandeleiro helped partly b0
golve the problom. It began thus. “Jose de Fandeloiro®® van

Antwerpen, van Portugueesehe ouders,. Krijgsgevangene, in diongt
der Hd C. genomen,” etc., and proceeded to state that he was
appointed assistant.

8. Oppuhoofd ie. Chief,
.9 dkte le. act of appointment.

10. Jose de Fandeleiro ate. ie. Jose de Fandeleiro of Antwerp, of Portu-
guese partentage prisoner of war, is taken intq the service of the
Honoura Company. e S ’
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Seareh among the Portuguese Records {(this was long befors
the Duteh had a playlul way of desiroying them) showed the

“Jose de Fandeleize o Pechilingne flho J'Antwerpia” aged 15

)

.years had come out to Ceylon in the ship “Santa Maria” in
1640 as a page to Captain Dom Francisco de Lopes and it
appeared from the marriage register of Galle of 1650 that Jose

de Fandeleiro van Anbwerp, boekhouder, was mayried to Francesca

de Lopes van (tale, beide Roomsche,®® on a promise thereafter
to adopt the Protestant laith,

Their son Jan, born a§ Galle in 1656, wae al thiy time a
very old man with a numerous family. He remembered his father

Jose who had light bair and blus eyes and spoke Porfuguese

with a strong Nederlandsch accent, hut had alwaye preserved a
gtrange silence on the subjeet of his family history. Jan hla.d an
idea that his mother was somehow related to a Mahamudaliyar,

The coliective effect of all this evidence waswthat it establish-
od beyond a doubk that Jan de Fandeleiro's father was no other
than the lost son of the Burgomasier of Antwerp. Joseph’s share
of his father's estate was lying in Chancery at Anitwerp and Jan
and his descendants found no diffiulty in proving their fitle fo

the same ag heirs ab law. Jan wag determined to live and die .

in Cevlon and so were some of his descendants. His other descen-
dants ~wisely left Ceylon, resumed the old family name of  de
Wandelaar, and gettled at Antwerp where their weird eolonial
ways were, for many years, the talk in gocial cireles there. So
that, long before the Dutch Burgher Union was thought of, wwhen
it was the fashion to be ignorant of one's grand-parents, when-
ever the de Fandelsiros of Ceylon said that they were the samse
a8 ‘the de Wandslaars of Antwerp, there was a smile of ineredu-
lity on the faces of their listeners who could not get over the
ides that the de Fandeleiros were Portuguese. But the appearance
in Belgium of a book on the History of the Wandelaar family
of Antwerp, (which included the Ceylon branch), soon convinced
these doubting Thomeses, who heard for the first time of the
fate and adventures of Joseph de Wandelaar in the Good Old
Trays. .

1t.  Bride ﬁo%nac]w i:e. both Roman Catholics.
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EDMUGND REIMERS, M.B.E.

By the death of KEdmund Reimers on the 10th of June 1964,
a scholar and writer who had long given service to fhe elucida-
‘tion of the Duteh period in the history of QCaylon, passed away.
Like most others of his generation, throughout his life his
interests ranged widely. Born on the 30th of January 1881, he
was educated at 8. Thomas' College, and joined the Government
Clerical Service on the 8rd of January 1900, He held several

“appointments in that Servies until the 30th of June 1921. In

1916 he procesded to England on war Bervice,

While in the Clerical Service, when attached to the Library
and Record Office, Reimers found the time to make himself
proficient in franslating the old land grante or Tombgs, which bad
been wribten in the period of the Duteh oecupation of Maritime
Ceylon, and were often produced, or required, in Courbs for
sebtling disputes or land actions. 'This interest, and his profi-
ciehey in rendering into Hnglish the archoile Colonial dutech terms
used. in the compilation of the old records, was reflected in " his
being selected to fill the office of archivist, when Mr. R. G.
Anthonisz vetired from Government Service. He spent some time
in Holland qualifying himself for this office.

On the 1st of July 1921 Edmund Reimers was appointed to
act a3 Archivist, Librarian and Reeord-keeper. He was confirmed
in that office on the Tth of July, 1981, and retired ten years
later. The Archivist serves also as Honorary Secretary of the
Historical Manuseripts Commission whose main function is to
locate documents, the ezistence of which thas been  hitherto
unknown. Accordingly, as the Commiesion was get up soon after
he asgumed office, Reimers officiated as its first Seeretary. Much
spade work was done by him in the discovery of monuments and
other important records of remote viharas and institutions, and in

‘the preparation of a National Archives Register of private family

docurments of historical injerest.

It ie to Edmund Reimers, and hig predecessor and mentor—
Mr. R. @. Anthonisz,—that we owe the subgtantial volume of
edited and printed potes and translations from the records in the
Avrchives dealing with the Duteh ers, The tranglation aand publi-
cation of the Memoirs of the Dutch Goveronors whieh form the
most inbersesiing and valuable series among the collection of Dutelr
Records deposited in the Teylon Government Archives, are in

- themselves & cultural asset to. this couniry. Four of the thirteen

volumes translated were published by Edmund Reimers,
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Reimers’ ensrgles turned in later vears [rom research inereas-
ingly towards building up and strengbhening his department and
to wider service to the public. He published many papers on
Dutch polisical and social history pertaining to Ceylon, was a
popular lecturer on #he subject he had specialized in, and was
an interesting or even sometimes a very entertaining conversa-
tionalist.

As a clubman, and hiz interest In sport, Hdmund Reimers
will be parbicularly remembered for the parts he filled in the
Havelock Golf Club when play was confined to the Anderson
Links, adjoining the Havelock Park. He was one of the oldest
members of the club and a stvligh, high ranking golf player in
fact, one of the besf players among the Ceylonese of his day.

In 1934, Fdmund Reimers received the distinction of Member-
ship in the Order of the British Empire. e also later received
p decoration for his contributions to Dubtch history from the
{Jueen of the Netherlands, Dne to advancing years, and poor
bhealth he gradually drew away from public life but he never
lost enthusiasmy in literary or cultural matters. which eame to his
notice even in old age. His industry and literary output find
meagure in the bibliographical data appened.

R.L.B.
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NEWS AND NOTES
Minutsd of the Galle Dutch Counczil 1734-1736, A.C.

The Codex showing the siegant Duteh seript of the period is
one of many exhibits on display ab the Archives. The selected
example gives the firsb page of the Minutes of Friday, July 16,
1784, with the names of the members.

The eopyisé wrote with a quill pen and dried the ink with
black sea-sand, grains of whieh can still be seen adhering to the
paper, Blotting pads were nob in use aund in any ease would
have served litile purpose, sinece they would soon have reached
saburation point In mopping up atter the sweeping strokes of a
broadnibbed quill pen. Bach. clerk ‘was equipped with a small
container, generally hornshaped, with a quantity of gea-sand for
soaking up and caking the surplus ink.

* * * *
Treaty of 1766:

The treaty of 1766 between King Kirti Sri and the Dutch
brought to an end the Kandyan-Dutch war of 1761-65. The
King’s letter to the Dutch signifying his willingness to asccept it
was engraved on beaten geld shaped into the form of an. Ola-leaf.

The story of the negobiations and diplomatic fencing that led
up to the vabification of the Tresby is full of dramatic ineident.
Two prolonged conferences were held, the former in December 1765
and the latter in January 1766, There were Trepeated deadlocks
when, so it seemed, the parleys were about o break down. The
King was represented by Dumbara Ralabamy, Pilirma Talauve
Ralahamy, Angamuns Ralahamy, Mivaiura Ralahamy and Moragama
Muhandiram Ralashamy. On the Dufch side the delegates were
(3. .. de Coste and J. G. van Angslbeek (&fternards the last
Duteh Governor of Ceylon). At each stage these gpecial Com-
missioners reported back to the BSeeret Committee of the Dwutch
Government for fresh instructions.

The stubborn opposition of the Kandyan during the discus-
stong ab one sbage forced fhe Duleh %o resort to indireet pressure
by ordering Major-Duflo to march with & formation 1000 strong
through the Matale disbrict: while Colonel Feber with 2000 men
was to strike from Sitavaka through the 3 Korales and Sabara-
gamuwa. The King thereupen sought an armistic of twelve days to
enable him fo confer afresh with his Mipisters, Gevernor vap
BEek agreed,
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On the 8th of Webruary the conforence sat again hour after
hour, striving to hammer out a solution which both parties sould
accept. Towards midnight Dumbara Ralahamy rose from his seat,
refosing to concede a single further point- We do indesd want
peace, he said, but the price is too high. Already we have given
way too far. : :

At last, on February 14, 1766, with the King’s approval, the
terms were finalised and a formal assembly of the full Counecil was
summoned. The King’'s envoys #oco were invited, The whole
treaty wuag read out aloud, eclause by clause. But again they
raised objectione, until it was announnced that the sacred relics which
had fallen into Dutch hands at Kandy would be returned. Then,
wb T-30 p.m. the Treaty was signed.

The aeccount books of the Company show that the five
Kandyan ambassadors had brought with them a staff of 1,130
persons,—szecretaries, soldiers, musicians cooks and.other abtendants.

._The treaty was franslated into Sinhalese by Predikant
Philipz, the Maha Mudaliyars John Alvis and Den Joan Illanga-
koon, and the Maha Mohottivar Don Simon de Silva.

There are conflicting reports as to the number of copies
gigned. Some reference indicate that four ecopies were submitbed
:for the King’s sign manual., Bub the letters to Batavia siate that
‘the two original exemplars, signed by the Governor and the
whole Couneil of Polity and authenticated by the King’s seal (so
that one may be preserved in the King's custody aund the ofher
with us), are being despatched...... to the Courf...... to be likewise
gigned by His Roval Mujesty and...... confirmed with the Seal of
State.” ‘

* * * ¢
Earliest Book on Ceylon:

The World’s oldest printed book with a reference to Ceylon
(Taprobane), was printed in Rome on November 7, 1506, it is .in
Latin, with thick Gothic lettering, from, bthe press of .'J‘nha.hn
Basiken, ' .

. Ornly threa other copies are Lknowr to exist. one in the
British Mussum (Grenville Collection); one in the Library of the
Royal Soeiety, and the third in the Bibliotheque Nationale, Pazis,

The title in translabion reads: “The vecent exploits of the
Portuguese in BEthopia, India and other Hasgtern lands".

The Book takes the form of a letter from King .Manuel of
Portugal to Cardinal Alpedrinha conveying information supplied by
Fernao Soares who has sailed back to Lishon on May 22, 15086,
1t gives an account of the voyage of Dom Francisce de Almeida
ind1505, his visits %o the Afriean coasts and arrival in Souih
Tndia, : < -

_only four days sail distant from our towns......
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The passage relating to Ceylon reads in translation: "I
would be easy for our troops 'in their continuous daily roaming
adveahoe to eross over to numbers of other Eastern islands and
countries and reach even as far as Taprobane iteelf, which was
onee upon & time believed to be another world but which is

I3]

The theory that Ceylon formed the northern tip of a great
southern continent i mentioned hy some of the earliest Greek
writers, Onesieritus, who flourished between 330 and 300 B.GC.,
wrote: “Taprobane, under the name of the country of the
Contralanders (i.e., a southern landmass counterbalancing the
northern landmass to whiech Europe belonged: confrast the modern
term The Antipodes) was for a long time believed to be another
world’”. Later, in the period between 160 and 125 B.C. another

Greak astronomer and geographer, Hipparchus wrote:

“Taprobane is either an extremely large island or the hither-
most part of another world. '

Pomponing Mels, too, writing in the years 38 to 40 A.C
expressed the view that Ceylon must be the northernmost section.
of & vast landmass etretehing far downwarde into the southern
hemisphere,

* * w *

First Sinkala Book : -

The first book ever to be printed in Sivhala with movable
types in Ceylon; issued from the Duteh Oompany's Press at
Colombo in 1737.

Many adtempts had been made from about 1720 onwards to
sat up & printing press for books in fthe Sinhala language: but
the technical problems ecould not at first be overcome. IHowever,
about 1725, the superintendent of the Company’'s Armoury,
(Giabriel Schade set to work again on experiments in casting the
Siphalese types and moulding the required machine parts.

In 1729, when his work was well advanced, bhe had the
misfortune to draw wapon himself the malice of Ceylon’s worst
Dutch Governor, the infamous Petrus Vuyst who had set up a
reign of terror in the Island. Hehade appears to have been seized,
impriconed and put to the torture. 1t was not till seven years
later, after the arrival of Governor van lmhoff, that he was able
%0 come out of his seclusion and again take up the work. But
Vuyst’s illtreatment had left ite mark on him. He was feebls
and broken in body, though still atout of heart, With the help
of two clergymen, J. W. Konyn and J. P. Wetzelius, who trained
the required fypesetters and mechanics in reading and arranging
the Sinhala characters, he brought his work tc the final stages.
But his death sabout the widdle of 1737 robbed him of the
satisfaction of geeing this firet Sinhalese book issued from ihe
Press s few months later. :
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The work is entitled ‘Singaleesch Gebeede—Boek”. i it s
agreed that the letters of the Sinbala alphabet ghould be so
shaped that thay bear the closess atbainn.bla.hke_neas to  pearls,
then it must be conceded that the work of Schade in olearress and
form surpasses the produet of many a modern press. |

NOTE BY EDITOR: This, and the Three "Notes” preceding i,
are from the Adminisiration Report of the Government
Archivist (Mr, JoH.O. Pauluvsz) for 1956.

J * * - ¥
The Simon van der Stel Foundation:

: Is arranging for a representative International exhibition of
photographs  of Cape-Dutch architecture of the 17th and 18th
centuries, during March and April 1965, in Cape Town, Houth
Africa. Coyion has been asked to help with ph‘otograpt.:s of old
gabled houses, forts and churches. The Founda.tlon' which is an
endowment by a one-time Governor of the Cape, 18 a cultural
organization studying Dutch history, tradition :a.nd b_m_ldmgs, and
intends holding this exhibition in all South African cities.

Tha Rditor of the Journal, who was contacted in this maiter,
has forwarded to the Director of the Foundation a widely
vepresentative collection of exhibits representative of Duboh architec-
ture dating to the oceupation of maritime Oeylon by the Duteh
Fagt India Company. with  illusbrative maps, diagrams and notes
pertaining {o the exhibits, They have been catalogued as follows:

1, Territorial Maps of Ceylon of the Dusch Period and a leaflet describing ‘the
Armorial bearings shown on it. :

II. Colombo:—(a) Map of the van Goens fortress, Introductory notices and &5

photo graphs. 18th .century impressions; and iwo of

“Dytoh Housas” (since demolished )’

(b) Wolvendaalsche Kerk: Booklei and 11 leose pictures of
exterior and interior of the Kerk,

111, Negombo : Iutroductory notices and 2 pistures of fhe Fore.

Iv. Kalpitiya : " ", . g 1. of Forg and Church.
V.o Mannar: " . w3 . a4 .
V1. Hammenheil : |, - oo 2 )e of Fort.

VI, Jaffna; . . ,, B ve of Fort, Church, and
' . gahled houses in: Pettah.
VILI. PRlephant Pass: Introductory notices and 1 pletures of the Fort,

1x. . Trincomalee: ve w1 > LERE TR

X Batticaloa : »s o w1 i G

XI. Matbara : N ' a1 'y of Redoubt van Eck
KI. Galle: - Hisborieal Map, Introductory notice snd 8 photographs.

¥XIU1.  Ambalangoda Imtroductery nobice and 2 pietures of old Chureh
{now the resthouse garage)

X1V, DBeruwela: Introductory nctice and 1 picture of old ware-houses.

XV. Kalutara: 2 i | ' of Fort.

XVi, Ruwanwella : » " » 15 ”»
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The Origin of the Rame Galle Face: The name of the well
known sea-front promensde and lung of Colombo, has been open to
much . speculation and many and varied derivations -have hitherto
been given. Here is new light on it. Like many another place-

name in Ceylon, this name too appears to be an auglicized
corrupbion. '

The southern land-approach of the Dutch fortifications they
called “the Castle” comprised the ramparts, two batteries catled
Rotterdam and Middleburg, a moat and draw-bridge. The Gate-
way which gave access from the Castle to the glacis was called
“the Galé Gate’, sinee the fortification faced Galle. These works
wera finished off by an entrenchment called a Fausse-bray—,
diteh and low parapet behind - which infantry counld shelter and
affectively prevent the enemy by rtusket-fire from getting near
enough to the ramparts to effect an escalade. Inasmuch as
the Duteh called the gate “Galé Gate”, they ecalled this work
Galé Faussé which in anglicized form came to be Galle Hace.

* . 0k kg #

Music in The Streets:

The first barrell organs thas came o Amsterdam, aboul 1850,
wore small enough to be carried around by one man, sbrapped
to his back- No one thought of building ouf-sized organs uniil
Leon Warnies, s blind Belgian, who had seftled dewn in Amsier.
dam, got the idea in 1875, to lease out cylinder-organs. This
enabled Warnies to ovder . larger organs, so large and heavy, in
fact, that three-wheeled chassis had to be placed under them,
The single operator gave way to a three-man crew that manoceunvr-
ed the weighty organ fthrough narrow streets, It is still done
the game way today. The boss of the erew, the one who holds
the munieipal licence, hires the organ and settles accounts with
the owner. The organ-grinder proper is usually a strong fellow,
for he must apply musele to the big wheel fthat tarns out the
mugie. The third man helps &he boss collect the money. And
all three lend a hand when it is time to push  the organ to
another street or square,

The Editor (Dr. R. L. Brokier, 43, Asokn Gardens, Colombo
4 will be glad o receive articles for publication in the
Journal and ilems for inclusion in News and Notes. Awriticles
should, if possible, be typeroritien.



