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We have pleasure in publishing the Journal after a lapse of
13 vyears, the last copy being Volume 68 in 1985

Many changes have taken place in that space of time and many
sauses contribnted to the break in the publication of the Journal,
aot the least of which was the inability to replace our illusivious
tiditor, the late Di. R. L. Brohier, one time President of the
Union. Dr, Brohier enriched the literary quality of the Journal
with many an article from his erudite pen. More importantly, lLe
contributed many worthwhile publieations about Ceylon, his magnum
opus bheing his work on “The Ancient Irvigetion Works in Cevlen’”.
Dr. Brohier died last vear and we wish to plaes on record our
grabitude to him, but as far as the Journal went after 1968, all
that was left wad spes esh regerminatb.

In 1998 the Union had the good fortune to persuade tho
Hon. My, Justice Percy Colin-Thomé 4o be its President., A liternry
geholar and a lover of the Classies, well steeped in its traditions
of being an admirer of beauty withoul extravsgance, we owe the
revival of the Joumal to Mr. Justice Celin-Thomé. Ie holds the
prestigious position of a Judge of the Supreme Court but does
not allow the Taw, well known as the most jealous of mistresses,
bo monopoiise hig literary talents. Despite 2l his onerons duties he
finds time (o infuse fresh life into the activities of the Unton.
The Journal was one of them and its hursting into new life in
the shape of the 69th volume is due almost entirely to his effoety.
To vrevive ipterest in ik, Mr. Jugtice Colin-Thomd has obtained
articles from giffed writers and flinancial suppors for it both heve
and 1n Ausivalia where many of our members veside, hut remembor
the Union with affockion and are always ready to help.

The vyears Lhat have passed since 1968 have taken their toll
Ws remember Mrs. Sam de Vos, a gentle lady always ready to
help when money wus needed, Mr. Hildon Sansoni, the champion
of Ceylon tennis for many a year, who served [or several vears on
the General Committes. We remember with affection Mra. Muriel
Wordinand, who, for over 20 years, gave so much of her valuable
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time, devoted selfless service and her own funds to the olficient
administration of the 8t Nikolaas’ Home. We are happy fo record
that a plaque in her memory has been set up in the I-Iome.l

In this volume we publish some very valuable documents loaned
to us by Mr.. 8. A, W. Mottau, Retired Assistant Government
Archivist. A long time resident in Nuwara Eliya, Mr. Mottau spends a
lob of his time franslating medieyal Duteh documents. It is “well
known that much of his research has been made use of without
acknowledgement, by those who do not hesitate to eull the flowers
of other minds. Mr. Mobtau does nofi mind for he is one whao works
not looking for the prize.

But much remains of the gold-mine of information and we hope
that until such time at least when Wr. Motbau publishes a beolk
of his own, he will give us a series of articles which we will
publish with pleasure.

We as a communiby have a heritage we can justly be proud
of, from decades gone by we have dwindled in numbers bub we still
have men and women of guality and sobstence who eontribute
their time and  knowledge to society in geceral and to the Union
in particular.

We would welecome avbicles, poems and anything of liferavy
value, from members of the Union and well-wishers. We hope to
publisk the Journal bi-annually and we loock to you for support.

The Hon'ble Mr. Justice Percy Colin-Thom’e, President,
‘Dutch Burgher Union to the Members of the 'D.B.U.,l
on Founders Pay - 22nd Qctober, 1979.

Your Hzcellencies, the 32 Dutch Governors of Ceylon;- the
Hon'ble Mr. Charles .Ambrose DLorensz, the firgt DBurgher member
of the Legislative Council; the distinguished Mr. R. G. Anthonisz,
Goverment Archivist and Founder of the D.B. U, distinguished
past Presidents and distingnished members. Every Nation, every Ea,ce,
every Community has to take stock of its own -unigue encoufatqr;
with history and distil from i% “a  direction for peoliey and an
inspiration for the future. : ‘ ’ e

T wish to remind. vou teday of two episodesiof our past hisbory.
One which sealed .the heights -of  epilc .courage, determination,
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endurance and saerifice, and the other which slid into the lowest
depths of dark despair. One of the land marks of world history is
the extraordinary impact whick two small sea going powers, namely,
Portugal and The Netherlands, made on the world in the 16th and
178h centuries. The Ablantic Ocean, from DBiscay tothe Norih Sea,
had much to do with the moulding of the character of the Dutch
and the Porfugess. When the earlier explorers of these countries
left Yheir shores in flimsy sailing craft with only a gextant and the
stars o guide them, nearly all of them made thelr Last Wills hefore
Bailing, conseicus of the fact that it was unlikely that they would
ever soe bhelr homeland again, Fvery journey to the West or the
IFar East was an act of faith and a confrontation with an ominous
unknown.

Howsver, they never wavered, althoagh thousands came to a
violent end or perished from tropical disease. In » mood of serious
soff-eriticlsmn 16 is, I think, useful fo ask ourselves the question:
“To what exient does our courage, determination, endurance and
saerifice measure up o the  character and qualibies of thoge early
pioneers?’

The durkest episode of our history commenced around 1796 and
lnssed several vears. In the late 18th century the two super powers
prowling in the Indian Ocean were Irance and Greai Britain, The
sevarnble for Indin  was on, and it was well lmown that both
Trance and Great Britain  were planning, for abous 35 years, to
eapture the Dutch Maribine Regions in Ceylon, and Mrincomalee in
particular, which they planned to use as a spring board in their
desizns on India.

At this time the French armies had overrun The Netherlands
antd Duteh power was in a state of decline. In the last stages ol
the negotintions batween the DBritish and J. &, Van Angelbeek, the
st Duteh Governor of Ceylon, Lord Hobart, the British Governor
of Yort St Georgs, Madrag, sent o lebter dated Tth July, 1794, tc
Van Angelbeek. This letter was delivered by Hobari's Ambassador,
Major Patrick Agnew te Van Angelbeek in. Colombo on the 25th
of July, 1796, It assured the Dubeh that the British came as their
ancient  friends. only for a temporary oceupation of the Duteh
possession’s, to be held in trust until the war with the common
enemy Irance was over. Lord Hobart undertock to respect the laws
and customs of the country and held out that no fresh taxes and
duties would be imposed, provided provision -was made for the
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defraying ‘of expeuses of internal government. Trade would be free
and the inhabibtants would be permitbed to trade with the DBritigh
territories on, & -most favoured Nation footing. “The Officers of the

Dusch Governinant would be left in full and free pessession of their
employmment until His Majesty’s pleasure shall he known.”

None of these assurances were honoured by the British and
in 1800, four vyears after the Capitulatien, Lord/North, the first
British Goveérnor of Cevlon, in a secret dispateh to Lord Dundas,
the British Foreign Secretary, stated that: “The Dutch inhabitants
are iminical, being almost o a man ruiped by our oceupation of
Cevlon,” ‘and thab, “their personal as well as the Nabicnal connection
between them and the mother oountry and the vemaining Dutch
Bettlements require their exclusion from Government employment so
as to render us independent of the Dutek and to deatroy their
influence in the country.”

The imposition of the coconut tree tax further aggravated the
misfortunés of the Duteh community. Unemployment among the
Duteh community was rampant and ab its worst during this psried.
There was a mass exodus of our people, mostly io Batavia, and
the community dwindled te about 10,000 in the whole Island,

Thereafter, it took our depleted community a little over two
generations to adjust to a new language and to their mew rulers.
But revive they did, éxiricating themselves from what seemed a
hopeless situation by their industry, integrity and abiliby. One of the
leaders of the Great Borgher renaissance which started in the middle
of the last century was Charles Ambrose Lorensz, who was born
on the 8th of July, 1829 and died on the 9th of August, 1871,

It is fitbing that we name him the Moses of the Burgher Community
ag he infused his communify with a new self-respect, idenbity and s
senge of pride in their achievements, This dolden era lagted &ill the
departure of the British in 1548 and then followed the same old
patbern of digcriminabtion, inseeurity, frusiraiion and a mass escdus
to Australia and eother couniries. I predict, however, that given a
litble move time our youth after they have broken through the language
hartler completely and have hecome emobionally and psychologically
adjusted o the polibical changes brought aboub in recent vears will
distinguish - themselves once again in the professions, the publie rervice,
the private sector and in the Arts and Sciences. [t gives me great
pleasure to note that $fwo voung members of our community have

as well,
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recently covered themselves with glovy

ere in the Medical College and
have saet a shining example o obhar ¥

This 1 exn oung members of our community,
LThis 1s orly a heginning. We must do everything we can to help our

young people especially in education by leaving them an inheritance
of confidence, humanity und fuikl 80 that they toc when the time
comes, may exbtend the hand of iriendship and serviee to the young
of the future gencrations of Burghers and to fhe old and needy

“THE WISHING WELLY

{The last three verses)

Give me, fair stream, not gold nor love -—

. Nor fortune high nov wealth of days,

Nor stvength to rise the crowd above,
Nor the deceit of human praise !

But this:« That like thy waters elear
_ Though créeds and systems come and go,
Unvexed within a narrow sphere,

My life with even stream may  flow-

May flow: and 8H its desiined space

With this, at leass, of blessing given-—
Upward to gaze with fearless face

Avd mirror back — Some truth . of Henven,

| ~ CHARLES AMBROSE LGRENZ
(Published in Fraser's Magazine, London .. September, 1854
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Paper read by Mr. S A. W. Mettan, Retired Senior Assistant
Government Archivest of Ceylon on *“The Dutch in Ceylen” on the 9tk

July 1980 at St. Andrew’s Hotel, Nuwara Eliya, to a2 greup of visiting
Tourisis from Holland spensored by the AMRCO RBark of Amsterdam.

THE DUTCH IN CEYLON

Ab the ootseb, 1 rmust say that the snbject on which 1 have heen
askod o speak to vou today is one thab is difficult o deal with appronti-
ately in a lecture of short duration. Oue could veally write volumes
on the subject, Bub I will endeavour, as briefly as possible, to present to
you some of the more salient features of the period of the administration
of the Dutch V. 0. C. in this emereld isle, which has been described
by one author as The peatl of India’, and to show you, as far as possible,
what manner of people the Dubeh in Ceylon were and how they meb the
demands of the age and clime in which their lob was casf, and more
especinily what specinl contribubions they wade during their rule of
approximately 150 years over Ceylon to the genernl weollare and progress
of this country and its inhabitants.

To give you some historical data of the circumstances connected
with the coming of the Duteh to Ceylon, it would sufiice I bhink to say
that it was primarily due to the founding of the V.Q.C. in March 1602
by Johsn van Oldenbarneveldt and the obher infinential merchanss in
Holland, whose effories fo capture the Bastern markefs in spices and
other articles of commerce from the tropics from the Porbuguese, who
held the monopoly at the time, that resulied I several voyages to the
TFast Indias by the Duteh for purposes of trade and commeres.

Prior te their final settlement on the maritime districts of Ceylon,
thers wore several explovatory vovages, first by Joris van Spilbergen in
1602, and later by Adam Westerwolt angd others, who came out here as
emigsaries of the V.0.C. to the King of Randy, whose relations with the
Portuguese ab the time had deterviorated. The Wing of Kandy was
anxions Lo get rid of the Portuguese and sought the assistance of the
Dutch with promised eoncessions for trade to help him to see the
Portuguese out of the Island. The negotiations between the King and
the emisparies of the V.0.0. resulted ulbimately in the capture of
port of Galle in 1640 and Colombo in 1656, and alsc cther maritime
Portuguese forts later until 16568, when all the maritime forts of the
Portupuese were finally eaptured and taken over.
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Initially the Duteh occupied only these magifime forts and the
immedistely surrounding areas until the year 1765, when the entive
sbrip round the whole of the coast of Ceylon, up to a lmit of 5 Dutceh
miles {(about 30 English miles approximasely) Wé,s “geded to ithe Dutch
by the King of Kandy by Treaty after a prolonged war of three years'
duration.

. Boon after their arrival o Ceylon, the awdministration of bheir
maritime forts was divided into three separate Commandements or
Provinees, viz: Colombo, Jaffna and Galle. The Governor himself
direetly administered the Colombo Commandement with the assistance
of a Military Commander. This Commandement estended on the
Western Coash from Puttalam and Kalpitive in the nowth to Bentota
on the south. Jaffna and Galle wsre administered directly by Corn-
mandeurs, who were rosponsible o the Governor and his Qouncil of
Poliey in Colombo- The Jaffna Commandement included the maritime
Torts on the Wesb coast from Kalpitiva northwards and aiso Trinccmalae
and DBastienloa on the Fest Const; and the Galle Commandement
sonsisted of the districts of Galle, Matara, Hambantota and Tangaila on
the south coast of Ceylon.

 The Governov was assisted by a Political Council cousisbing of
the principa) officlals of the Company, of whom ihe ‘Hoold
Administrateur’ (who was in charge of the commercial activities
and trade) and the Dessava (who was responsible, like the present
day Government Agents, for the inland administration apd land
revenues ete outside the main forts). That, briefly, wsas the set-up
of the Company's administraion in the Island throughout the antirs
peried of its rule over Ceylon,

I will now endeavour to give you briefly some of the tuore
iaportant features of the Duteh administzation and their stay in
Coylon, aud parbicularly what they did in their efforis to conbribube

- to the general welfare and tho social and economic progress and

pl"lospérity of the counbry and its peoples.
EBUCATION & EDUCATIONAL ESTABLISHMENTS

: The Hducational estahlishment of the Dutch in Ceylon was one
of thelr greabest contribubions to the progress of this country. The
dominions of the country were carefully mapped out into school
eireuits and schools, at which free vernacular education was provided
under a schews of compulsory attendance. Commenbing on their labours
ta-the "field of education, the famous English writer and journalist

S P
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of the past . century the IIen Mr. John Ferguson savs: “We are
accustomed to think of the Duteh rulers as selfish and mercenary,
but the records of a long list of schools in the Colombo, Galle.
Matara, Jaffna, Mannar, Trineomalee and Batticaloa districts, show
that between 1750 and 1780 A. D., there must have been at times
as many as 91,500 children attending achool, and more wondsrful
8bill, a very large proportion of these weve girls. Considering how
small a portion of the Island”,. he adds, “‘the Dutch really held
and the comparatively limited tofal population, the attainment in
schools and scholars was truly wonderinl”. School tombos or registers
were maintained showing the names of children, the dates of their
admission to school, their ages at admission, the dates of their baptisms
and . departure from school and other details, all of which even today
provide a vast amount of genealogical information, relating to Sinhalese
{amilies in particular A complete series of these Tombos is preserved ab
the State Archives in Colomho, The village school was also the Church,
and some of these well-designed and well-buils, though simple
gtructures, survive even today, and the village schoolmaster is still
sometimes described as Palliya Gurunanse’ or ‘Palliva Mahatmaya’,
Annually two msmbers of the School Board {(8cholarchale Vergadering’)
a clergyman and a layman selected by the Governient, visited each
school, at which. they remained a whole day, and afier a (ull inspeetion,
submitted an annunal report to the Governor and Couneil, On these
ccdasions, baptisms and marriages were also solemnized by the clergyman
affer careful enquiry as to whether fhe vpareats or parties understood
ity nature and its obligations. 1 shall refer later fto the work of
the two Beminaries established under the religious establishment of
the Dutch.

AGRICULTURE & IRRIGATION

In order to encourage and increase the cultivation of riee and
other crops and to develop the agriculfural; resourees of the country,
the Dutsh initiated and carried out many important works of irrigation.
Two of the best known of these weve the Urubokka and Kirima
dams, which was a monument to the skill and energy of Captain
Foenander, the Duteh Engineer, who suceessfully completed the work.
The object of the Urubokka dam was {o fturn the superabundant
water which periodically inundated and ruined some of the richest
tracts of land in the Matarn district inbo.that of Tangalla in the
Southern .Provines, whose extensive tracts had previously to be
abandoned owing %o the scarcity of water. This magnrificent work
improved the cultivation of 8000 acres of paddy fields. The present
(Government has now underfnken a similar projest in renewing these
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ageful works and the facilities whieh were made available by thig
origina} scheme of irrigation. The Mulhiviyawa  tank, .,perha:ps the
fs't.’rgest fresh-water reservoir wade by the Dutch for irrigatiori purposes
in the Western Province too served 2000 actes. The Giant's Tank
in the Mannar district was constructed to serve the needs of that
district. Unforbunately ‘these great works of utility construeted by
Fh'f?__ putch fell into negleet after they left the Island. The Government
is how devobing ‘much time atid attention to renewing these useful
projects for the benefit of agriculture. The TBritish Enginser,
Mr. P. M. Pingham, in his work on the history of the Public
Works qua.rtment,' referring to thess irrigation works, says: “CGiants
made them, and giants only can restore thein'.. True to the instinets
of their. _homela.nd_, the Dutch also constructed several eanals - for the
seansport of goods ete. in Ceylon, utilising the numerous lagoons
and  waterways that lie along the coast. The most irnportant of these
vanals is the ome 80 miles long, -which starts in the Kalutara
disfrict  and  connects Colombo with the salt-producing town of
P.ut:ta.lmn and serves the rich coconut districts of the Western const.

§ The intehsive cultivation which distinguishes the Jalfra péninsuls
is l'a,n inheritance from the  Dutch days and is réminiscent of gardens
in Holland. Duiing the administration of the Governor Mr. van Ihoff,
p’_h_e pottion of this Island from Colombo southwards, which was
deseribed as waste lind, was surveyed and divided among the peopls
fo 'bei plante’:ﬂ with eoconuts.. When the British took over, the whols
Qt:.:_the soth-wgstern coast presented the seene of unbrokeu groves
of -c?gonut_ which we find to this day, Tt is interesting o note that
the . malmmoti_a', the favourite agrieultural implement of the Sinhalese,
was introduced by the Dutch. '

S £1 the days of the Dutch the streets of Colombo were shaded
on each side by double rows of trees. These ornamental and shade

trees have now disappeared, though they - still survive iz some other
towns of the Island,

.;_;:‘Sqme, of the most delicious fruits are grown from nuturalised
exotics introduced by the Dutbioh. Among these may !E;e ‘named the
mangosteen, the soursop, the logaat, the star apple, the canafy almond
g}udtbe lovi-lovi -as the Malays eall it. Cocoa._'a.ﬁ&“coffae too were
f__lr_glﬁ introduced to Ceylon by the Dutek in the earl& yea'.m‘ of the,
I8tk . century. . o
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" In the days of the Duteh. Huropean vegetables too were successfully
cultivated-in Céylon. - The following are still known among the Sinhalese
by their Dutch  pames: Boontie . (beans), peterselie (parsley), salads
(salad), meldery. (celery) and wittekool (white eabbage) which is known
in Hinhalese as wvatakolu). - SO

Another enterpriss of the Duich was the hbresding of horses on
the Islands of Delft and the Two Brothers in the Jaflna district.
It was both wsuccessful ‘and profitable at the fime. Unfortunately this
euberprise, which was continued by the British in the early days of the
fa*t century, was abandoned in more recent  times. o

Religion & 'Re.l‘igio_us Establisilmeﬁts

A few years after their arrival on the coastal fort of Galle in 1640,
the Duteh began religious ministrationg in that town on the 6th
of October 1643, which date is acéepted ag that on which the Duteh
Reformed Church was established in Ceylon. The religious establishments
were éonducted more or less on the same lines as in the Fatherland.

Coreing, as the Duteh did, from their desperate struggles for
religious freedom in their homeland, with poignant memories and
bitter recollections of the 80 years’ war in their minds, they had
already found in their -setflement in ‘the Island  thabt no security
could be assured for them when the Roman Catbelic Church and
olorgy exercised any influence. All Romam Catholic ehurches and
mongateries ‘were taken over and converted for the use of the Reformed
¥aith as churches, schools, almshouses, ete. A nuniber of thesa old
churches may yet be seen scattered throughout the Island, especially
in the Northern aveds. The repressive measures which the Dutch
initially took against Roman Catholies sprang from catees which
were political rather than religiows, and the discovery of a plot to
magsacre the Duteh at Jaffna shortly after ite surrender by the Portu-
guese confirmed “their worst fears. With the passage of time, however
and the continnance of peaceful rule, the Ditch were moved by &
more liberal spirit in ‘their dealings with the Roman Catholics, So
their action must be judged by the spirit of the age in which they
lived, The natural enthusiasm of the Dutch clergy at various times
to spread their faith by means of conversions was held in reasonable
restraini by the Civil authorities. Freedom ‘of worship was generally
allowed. Non Christlans were not - forbidden- - the- exercise of their
religion; - buy only Christians were forbidden to ‘také & part in thesg
and were punishied when detedbed..’ Tt is true that preference in regard
o appointments in the serviece of the Company was generally given
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bo.. Christians.: This may have :led to certain cases of gonversion for
personal - benefit "and gave rise- to .the . term ‘Buddhist bhr'ist.ia;hs' (or
Government ' Christians: in the time of the British) to. denote. those
who _had been so converted: but were. 'secreﬂy Buddhist af heart  and

followed ‘Buddhist rlﬁes._and: ritoals in private. . -

_‘___The _k_list_o_ry_ of 'ﬁhe‘ Dubcf:" in -C-eyl_on shows ‘t‘habr. ﬂléy wery
singularly. free from race . or colotir prejudices. Several instances are
on ?eco;*d_gf ydung_Sinhale_se:and.'l’amils having been selected for the
Ministry and sent out at the expense of the Company to the Univorsities
of Holland. After corapleting their course of study and being admitted
to Holy .Orders after the usual exmination and period of probation,
thgy were appointed as Proponents and. Predikants to preach both to
their local bretheren in their languages and also to the Luropeaxi
congregation, and were in every respect on the same footingas the
other _‘cleﬂrgly,= taking with them an ‘equal torn in all clerical duties
z_tgld';functi‘qris'.‘ For instance, ‘thete was the Rev. Henrictis Philipsz,
w60 of the Maha 'Mudaliyar at the time, who was sent ‘out to Holland,
and afta_r &_cdqrse ‘of"stu'd'y at the Uhiversity of Utrédht, returned
to Ceylon and “was stationed in Colombo as” Predikant, His gon,
Gerrardus Philipsz, and several others too, were educated in Holland
and returned to Ceylon as Predikants. = ‘

The Du_tc‘i;' established two Seminarics at Colombo and Jafing-
regp‘ectively, which_ trained Sinhalese and Tamil ydﬁng ren for the
Mmlsr;ry_. The _..Sémin_ary provided an advanced course of studies which
‘lmclu'ded .Du_tch,rLatin,. Greek & Hebrew. TLatin, was the medinm of
mstr‘uction in the higher iheolo_giéa,_l' class.. Later, the scope of the
Sen-:una.ry was enlarged, and it admitted resi)eétable young men who
-.:leszred o be schoolmasters,  Chief : Headmen aud- Interpreters. - The
1mporta,ncamof the Seminary was emphasised by the fach shat £ha
Gove?rnor with his - Council were present at the examination of itg
cqndm’lates. Governor Van Imhoft exprossed his surprise at hearing
dusl!l{y. youths spesk Latin and work at their Greek with an interesﬁr.
which. promise& much ' good for the future. It speaks well for the
system of education under the - Duteh in Ceylon that men could have:
been‘ tr;uined .in the.: Island ‘for the -highest woffices in the- Company's
service.. For instance, Anthony Mooyaart, Commandenr of Jaffna, who
on.the death of Governor Van Hck - administered the -Government
of the Island up to-'the * arrival of Governor- Halek, received the
whole of his edueation at the Jaffna Seminary, ' '
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The Dutch clergy were on the Government establishment and
were paid their salaries by the Company. This eontinued during the
British rule too until the disestablishment of the churches from the
State establishment in 1870. - As such the Clergy weres subjact to
the orders o,f: the Governor and the Council, who kept them in restraint
on oceasions . when they over-stepped their enthusinsm in their
i*el.i.gioﬁs exertions. - There “were disputes on saveral ocecasions between
the Clergy and the Government on the  ground that they were impaded
in the full exercise of Chureh. discipline. However this may be, the
Governor in Colombo and the Commandeuis in the two Provincial
stations exercised a strict personal authority over the Minisfers. They
are . seid to bave sometimes claimed the right in order, as they
pxpressed it, to test the ability of the preacher and to maintain
strictly extempore style of preaching, of selecting the text for each
Sunday's sermon, and sendivg it up tp the Minister after ke
had mounted the pulpit. The following story i3 told of a Governor,
whose name is not mentioned, but who, ib is said, was noted for
his vanity. On one, either to try The Minister's tact and intelligence,
or with. a view to croate 2 "diversion', he sent up, _instead of the
asual text for which the Minister was waiting, a blank slip of paper,
The Minister glanced ot if, bub nothing disconcerted, he held up the
slip of paper so thaé the whole congregation could see it, thon,
'rapea,_t-.ing. alond to himself "Er is niets hier”, he proceeded to give
out his text from a verse in 1 Timothy Chap. 6, vs. 7 “We hebhen
niets in de wereld gebrachi: heb is openbaar dat wyock niet kunnen
tets damruit dragen”. He made this the subject of an eloquent
invective against the sin of pride and vanity, We are told nothing
of the effect it had on the Governor I

Social Service & Charitable Institutions.

The Duteh established: “Weeskamers' or Orphan Houses and
‘Boedelkamers’ or Boards of Trustees for the -registering and the
administration of the estates of Christian orphane, the Sinhalese and Tamils
Chiefs nsually acting as the guardians of the non-Christian subjects. One
of the greatest acts of social mervice under the Duteh administration

weas the establishment at' Hendala of the  Leper Asylum in 1708,

‘which existe to this date  under the admistration of the Medical
establishment of the Govermment. This important work was begun

by = Governer Simons .and completed by hig sucecessor Governor.

“Hendrik Becker.
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Natural Sciences

In the field of Natural Scienes,; the Dubch G overnor Loten, who
wos known ‘as the Natburalisk Governor, had. an excellent series. ef
coloured plates of Ceylon birds prepared under his direction by a young:
Cevlonese artist. After hig refirement he resided in Bngland for ﬁomé‘
time, where be was made s Fellow of the Royal Society. By his legacy
dated 18th October 1778, he bequeathed his valuable collection to the
Duteh Society of Seiences at Haarlem. The Dutch in Ceylon rendered
valuable aid to medieal scienca by their regsarches into the department
of Botany. Ceylon thus pogséséés_the distinetion of having had her
Flora arvanged and ' fully  deseribed by the great Dutch BRotanist
Linnaeus, ‘who availed himself of the celsbrated Herbaria, collected
by the ‘eminent Botanists Hermann and Hartog, both of whom had
heen gent out to Cleylon inthe Medicsl Service of the ‘Duteh V.0.0-
[t was with the’assistanee of these Herbaria that Byurman in 1737
and Linnagus jn. 1747 prepared their wellknown works on the Ceylon
Flora under the titles “Thesaurus Zeylanicus” and “Flora Zeylanica"
respectively. The_bgautitul flowering cresper called 'T,hun.b.ﬂrgia',' SO.
well known in Ceylonr, was named after Thunberg, a surgeon in the
sorvice of the V.0.C, in Ceylon from 1777-1778, who collected specimens
for Linnaeus, whose faithful pupil he was. It would be perhaps befitting
algo to mention here that the pioneer work on the Fauna of Ceylon
was written by a descendant of & Duteh colonist, Dr. H. H. ‘Kelaart,
who was born within- the shadows of the Dutch period. He is'the -
author of the work entitled “Predromus Famnae Zeylanicae” and the
first Ceylonese to obtain a British degree. '

Architecture & Art

The Dutch were good architects and knew how ‘to build in fhe
!}_}‘()pics 80 a8 to secure hoth coolness and shade. Many of their
('_iv_mlling-houses, some of which exist to this day espéci&lly in tha
Colombo Fort and Pettah areas, are provided  with Jofty roofs, ma.'s'sivé
walls and doors, and the dwelling-houses with spacious  and w-;véll.»
ventilated rooms and deep verandahs, and they bave served as madels

- tor the people of this country.

" The walls of the Dutch Fort of Colombo wers demolished in
1869, but the Dutch . Forts at Galle, Matars, Jaffna, Mannar, Batticalos
and other minor stations survive ad picturesque memorials of the military
defences of a bygone age. The ancient Dutch Churches ab Wolvendaal
(built in 1749), Galle. (built in 1755) and Matars (built in 1706),
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gtill provide services as of old in the simple liturgy of the Dutelr Reformed
Faith,, :While'the empty Church at Jaffna (built in 1706), which has
recently been handed over to the cars of the Archaeological Department
a3 an archaeological preserve, stands as s silent witness of a large
congregation of former days. These churches, which ave .paved with
tdmbs'toﬁes' and hurlg with murdl monuméuts, many of which -display
l:he 'armoriéa;l béaring's ‘of gentlé:bi'l;th,: 'a,re rich in_ hisforical interess.

The Dutch also set models m furnlture-ma.kmg ‘whieh - were
taadﬂy followed by the people of thls country Most of the graceful
and elabora{;ely-carved furmture in ebony and cala.ma.nder, now &0
eagerly .sought in modern furnishing, .belongs to the Duteh period
snd . was made in Ceylon of local wood. Some good specimens ecould
be seen in this ‘Hotel. A former Director of the Colombo Museum,
Dr. Joseph Pearson, said: "“That the period «of the Dutch occupation
of Ceylon coincided with tlie gnldm age of furmture development - it
Europe, and ‘that the Dut,ch hacl a ‘genius for transfering to their
Colonies a.nd gettlements the atmosphere of thezr own eountry’’.

The Dutch were also grea,tly skilled in the culinary art, and
broeders, pofferb;es, pa,nnekok]es, su1kerbrood wafels and 1}zerkoek]es
are still  wellknown delicacies on the Ceylon table.. ‘Pastelas’ from
:Pa.stel’.a.re popular pastries (now called curry puffs), while Smore from
smoren’ and carmanatcha from ‘carbonadje’ are tasty preparations of
meat. Milk punch from ‘melk pons’ is a favourite drink,

Judicial Administration

The Dutch wera great jurists, aund the Roma.n-Dutch law, whlch
is the Roman law ada,pted by the Dutch to suit their own needs, is still
thie basis of the common law in Ceylon. The standard legal works of the
most famous Dutch jurists like Voet, Grotius, van Leeuwen. Grosneweg

and others, are still consulted by our lawyers and our judges_ in their

decisions in Court cases. To the Duteh is due also the codification
of the customary laws of thé Tamils into the “Thesswalami”, which
is still: observed as the law in matters - such as inheritance and

mortgage.  Thig important work was compiled by Claasz Isascs, Dessave

of Jaffaa, on- the orders of the Governor Hendmk Simons;, who was
himself & graduate of laws of a Duteh University. -
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Language & Customs

The Dutch - language has enriched - the - Engl:sh language
with” an fmportant vocabulary, ‘'of which the following words
would: ‘serve as instances: The. ‘Koronchi’ ceremony at Sinhalese
weddings' is* derived from an old Dutch - cusiom, ‘It is'so called
becatse at @ certain stage of the wedding ceremony, a ‘kroontje’,
!he Dutch word for a lxtte crown, is placed on 1he bride’s head

Playmg cards, wh1ch were mtroduced by the ‘Dutch- mto
Ceylon, are still known among the Smhalcse by their Dutch
fames:-. . L .

A o __H_arten ‘(_'Hearts)‘—-'l-laftha. B Aas (ace) Aswa o

. .. Ruiten (diamonds) — Roite. Heer (king) - Heeea :

. Schoppen (spades) - Iscomja __,_Vrouw (queen) Porova.

"..Klavcren (clubs) Kalabara. .- Boer (Jack) - Buruva.

There are over a hundred other wm‘ds some of Whlch are— .

- Haarnald (halrpm) Harnala. _

_ Aardappel (potato) Arthappel
Balk (beam) ~ Balke.

Blik (tin} - Belekka.
Boedel (estate) — Budala,

" Kalkoen (turkey) ~ Kalukun.

- Kijker (telescope) ~ Kerkera.
Kerkhof (guveyard) Karakoppuwa
Laatje (drawer) - Lachuwa
Patroon (cartridge) - Patroon.
Poespas (hurry, or hotchpotch) ~ Puspas

--Stoep (verandah} - Is topuwa. '

" Vla (custard) — Pla.

Vinkel (workshop) - Venkela.

- Zolder (stairway) - Soldera.
Zuur {toddy) - Sura.

iiecords .

And 1astly, but not the leas*‘ important, I wish to ‘mention
‘Lhe ‘great ‘contribution that the Dutch have made to a study
of the history of this country in the most valuable’ legacy they
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have left usin the series of 7000 odd volumes of records of
their administration during their rule of 150 years in this Island.
These records or archives are of immense interest to succeeding
generations as they contain much valuable information, not only
of the political activities, but alse of the social, topographical
and -economic conditions of the country in their time,.. and in
addition-also a valuable source of historical and genealoglcal
record regarding the people of the country, all of which are being
regilarly made use of even at the present day.

The most valuable sources for historical research is contained
in such series as the minutes of the Political Council and other
religious and educational institutions, the ciréuit diaries of the
Governors and Commandeurs and other principal officials in the
Coinpany’s sérvice; the Hoofd and land tombos and the school tom
bos which I have mentioned earlier; the minutesof the meetings of
the Secret Committee during the period of the war with Kandy. the
reports of the Ambassadors sent out annually to the Court of the
Kandyan King, etc. In this connection, I recommend, if time
permits, that your Group pays a visit to the National Archives
Museum in Colombo, wheie the old maps and documents of the
period are on display,

Conclusion

The Dutch who settled in Ceylon regarded it as their
permanent home. While retaining the besi elements of their own
civilisation and culture, they wisely adapted themselves to a life
in the tropics and they cultivated fnend}y relations with the
other inhabitants of thts Island.

When, aftera century and a half of their rule, they ceded
Ceylon to the British, there remained the community of their
descendants, the Dutch Burghers. of Ceylon, who have taken
iheir due share in advancing the welfare and interests of this
country. Of the permanent settiefs in the land, the Burghers
were the pioneers in the Public Services, in the professicns, in
the field of Western athletics and sport, and in movements to
improve the conditions of the people. Relatively small in numbers
as a commumty, the contribution of their manhood to the gréat
War in the early period of the present century was a magnificent
response, and stands recorded in enduring brass on the walls of
the Dutch Burgher Union Hall. :
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And finally, the Burghers provided a bridge of sympathy and
understanding. between the British rulérs and the people of the
country, and helped in creating the loyalty and contentment which
distinguished Ceylon as compared with other countries in Asia.

In concluding this talk, may 1 say that there is. Just one more
legacy of the Dutch whlch I wish to mentlon, not in my own
words, but in an account by a Dutch Journahst who. visitéd
Sri Lanka in 1973, which was published in the “Telegraph’ of
the 4th of October 1973. This journalist; who met the Director of
our Minisiry of Tourism at the time, a Muslim named Mr. Thahiyr,
records his 1mpress10ns of that meeting as follows:— j

“De mooiste vrouwen van Ceylon hebben een ‘touch of ihe
Dutch’, zei de heer M. Y. M. Thahir, directeur van het Ministerie
van Toerisme, even voor mijn verirek eergisteren van het mooie
eiland in de indische Oceaan dat tegenw00rd1g Sri Lanka heet '

‘Dat is een van de beste dlngen die de Burghers hier gedaan
hebben’ lachte hij, ‘en inderdaad behoren de meisjes, die licht
gebleekt zijn door een Néederlands. voorouderschap  tot de méest
gewilde huwelijks-kandidaten op Ceylon”. S '

You may be wondering why I have reserved special mention
of this relatively ipcidental, but in my .opinion too, rather
important and interesting contribution of the Dutch to the
welfare of, this Island. My only plea in reply to this query
is, that being now in the 77th year of my life, I take refuge in
that wellknown Dutch saying: “De oude bok lust nog wel eens
een groen bladje” (The old goat still longs for an occasional
tender leaf). :

i thank you, Ladies and Gentlemen, for your patient
hearlﬁg and forbearance with me in this rather protracted
talk,
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“De YOU REMEMBER Ws2»

<D0 you remember us when we are pone,
You solitudes, as we de you,

Like friends upon a sojourning?

CHear vou the sounds of men,

Soul of the Jungle? _

And do you deem them trespassers
Upon vour cloistral silences,

Unbroken but for furtive feet

Upon the lealy loam,

And feathersd minstrelsy?

“Do you, when man has gone,

Fold down upon the bivouac with a sigh

of winds, and soothe the broken places,
Even as a mother iulls her stricken brood?
Do you recall the camp-fire’s flare,

The reek of smoking meat,

The guiet voices and the songs of old,
Embodyving fears vou whelpedy

Or are they nought fo you.

These journevings among the dreaming hillsy

“Who thet has scaled veour cliadels,
“And deawn the tranguil bounty of vour breasts,
Can but believe, O Nature, that vyou came?”

R L. SPITTEL.

FOHAN GERARD VAN ANGELEEEX
1794 - 1796
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GOVERNOR VAN ANGELBEER & THE CAPITULATION OF THE DUTCH
SETTLEMENTS IN CEYLON T0 THE BRITISH (1796)

PERCY COLIN - THOME, M. A, LL. B. (CANTAB)
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Johan Gerard van Angelbeek the Iast Dutch Governor of
Ceylon was about 60 years of age -when, in -1794, he:succeeded
his son-in-Jaw: Willem' Jaeob van' de Graaf as Governor: of the
Island.” He was a Bative of West ~ Friesland and ‘came out: to
the east in the ship ““Schakenbos” as a cadet -in 1751 In 4
comparatively short time he ‘was promoted- to' the high offi¢e
of ' Onderkoopman (Deputy Merchant) in 1756. In 1764 he was
appointed Fiscaal, Colombo, an ‘office ‘which correspended in
many - respects to that ‘of - the  Attorney-General -or- Public
Prosecutor. -In the following year he became Political Secretary,
Colombo. In 1767 he became Koopman in  Tuticorin.: In 1770
he ‘was appointed - Opperkoopman; Tuticorin, ~which was the
highest ~office’ in° the Company’s ‘Civil Service. In 1780 he
succeeded Adriaan Moens as Governor of the Malabar Coast:
He was later appointed Raad Ordinair (Counclllor in 01d1nary)
of Netherlands Indla, in - 1787

o  He eventually came to Ceylon'and ‘funictioned as Governor.
from 1st” August, 1794, until the British “occupation on '-1-6th
February, 1796. He died on the 2nd  September, 1759,
Colombo, and his remains were later removed to Wolvendaal
Church in 1813, Although theré is 'a monument to his W1fe
Jacomina Lever and his daughter Christina Elizabeth van
Angelbeek, " wife of Governor Willem Jacob van de. Graaf,
-there is no commemorative monument to van Angelbeek.l.

- Van Angelbeex’s name has been associated with the last
inglorious days of Dutch rule in-Ceylon, especially in the year
1795 and the beginning of 1796. At various times van Angelbeek
has been accused of tieason and of treacherously surrendering
the Fort of Colombo to the British. Many Dutchmen who
served the Dutch East Indies Companies at the time of the
capture and remained in Ceylon thereafter spoke w;th great

da Vo:-, F. H, — “The Dutch Goverriors of Geonn" Dutah Burgher Tnion
Journal Vel: TI, No. 1 — 141, .
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i 35 about 'Angelbeek’ iritless capitulation to the
bitterness about van Angelbeek’s spiri ;

British Forces.! Many of them had lost their employment and
fortunes after the capitulation.

fwo texts” published in the. eflrly- Part of the 19:1 c;r;‘:.g{y
contributed considerably to the tarnished image of vanf ;g Islanci
The first was Captain Robert Percival’s “An account C} f‘t € Jand
of Ceylon - 1803”" published in 1803. Percival was an o dw;:}_rto_r__nany
British Army to which Colombo\surrcr_ldered,l-le asserted.tha nany
of the Dutch were “violent Republicans of the Jacqbt_n pz_a.ray_ir.l
who desired to remove van Angelbeek and set up hclis So?ﬁval
his place. This conspiracy was baulked by the sud en:aon iy
of the British Forces. Percival accused the Dutch garilst -~
shameful indiscipline, disorder, drul?lseqess and state ) t‘"l?e yan
Angelbeck frequently declared to British Officers tha o e
in constant danger of his life from their mutmou.s bcot such.
He had resolved to defend the place to the last: I:l "
was the state of insubordination. which prevailed that et cc?l :1d
not by any means induce the Dutch troops,”and in pallr ;ié o
the officers, to march out against the enemy.” Percival al tg'o' d
that_ this state of affairs induced van’ Angelbeek to enter 1? 0s
‘*private treaty” of surrender which -he signed w1t§10; Lhe
knowledge or consent of his troops. He alleged that t ? ri tlh'e
Forces were introduced by sicalth into the Fort ‘be‘orce:1 the
garrison was aware of their entrance and he .desqrnga e
garrison as having been “ina state of most infamous .1sc’u.t T
and drunkeness; no discipline, no __obed@m:e, _mo spxri1 éd
Outraged by this 'betrayal the Jacobins _bltterly _re?plll'o_actent
the Governor and turned their gunson ].'us/ house with in
to kill him. _ ' o
 The other text which -contained the severes’t censure oi
van Angelbeek was ‘Receueil de -No_tes sur L “Att:?que :aX
Defense de Colombo™4 which appeared in the book “Voyage au

i.  Anthonisz, R. .Gr. --~ ;-‘J. G. van Angelbeek’ ~~ Dutch Burgher U,ninlp

Journal — Vol: IX No. 1— 3. B o —
2. Percival, “An account of the Island of Ceylon 1808"° Tisara publication - 76
© {reprinfed Colombo, 1976}

3. 1. e Johan Christiaan Angelbeek who in 1792 was appointed ]‘i{oofl}' Adrgu}tljstr;--.
teur, Colombo. See de Vos, ¥.H. “Dutch Governors of Ceylon” D. B, U, J.,
' : -

Vol: II, No. 1 - 141. _ ] X

4. Thers are two English translations of this account; ‘(1) by Mra L A Iéore{:;,.
Ceylon Fxaminer, and (2) by Lt., Col., A, B. Fyers R. E. Royal Asiatie Bocioby
Journal, Colombo Branch, Vol: X. — 365, . : .
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Indes Orfentales™ by the 'French writer M. de 14 Th )mbe,
published +in: 18113 “whate: he relied “on “information. "7 0 [

given..to ane ati:Batavia ‘and ‘in'the Tslind of ‘Java by '_Sév'éra:i'
Dutch. officers of high- rank employed there, who ‘had- formed
part of the garrison of Colombo ‘at ihe time, o o n

.. Percival stated that “the  dissensions among both the civil
and the military _Officers of the garrison were the cause which
most powerfully hastened the surrender.”. On the other hand,
de'la Thombe 'while ‘commenting on the - unreliable account of
Percival contended that: “Treason alone obtained for the
British the invasion and possession of this fine colony.”

Ay

:De la Thombe’s. accisation against van Angélbeek'has been
Hlargely: based.on the inanner’ of ‘the: transfet of the Regiment’
de-Meuron! to the British: -He found the Govérnor’s ihterviews
with Agnew? suspicious in .the:extreme: ‘He' stated. that the.
de Meuron Regiment ought not to have been allowad to leave for
India and he ¢alled the Governor’s. preparations “This semblance
of defence’? and was astonished at his failuge to . fire-at  the.
British ; ships:-on. several .- occasions and -at the  inactivity -of

Hovsver, the conduct of \an Angetbeck in the Jas days
of “Diitch “rule” can only be critically” evaluated by reference

to-the‘course of Europ an - politics during “this “era, its pervasive

reperciissions -on the Coloniés ‘and “also by teference ‘to the
increasing opposition of the Kandyan ruleis who' wers desperately’
seeking the friendship of Evropean powers as a _counterpoise
to-the Duiteh. 'Van Angelbeek was'also beset ‘with ‘administrative
and . finandial- problems ‘and “the “indiscipline and - disloyalty of
some - of this vofficials and troops. = : S

: _T'Iil.fc.:\ Stadtholderatewmch ‘was :-_,=fést.ofe&._ in the ﬁethéﬂﬁﬁds
1747 did. not- continue. for long. The spirit. of the War of

Ame{@gg_ﬁih_Ig_d@pendgn_ce -inflamed parts of Europe and. whereas

177 The "Duteh “had  engaged in 1781, dand permanenily stationed ,in Ceylon .
£5incer 1786; a''mertetary regiment -belonging 6 ‘Count” Charlés’ Daslel de-
srMeuron, a Swiss, The propristor had retired to Burope, -léavitg his:brosher, |
 Colonel Pierre Frederic de Meuron, in command,

ZraiMajor Patrick-Agnew, despatehid by Lord Hobar from:Madrasds Antbassador
in Tuly 1795. with a ietter to van Angelbeek embodying the British proposals of
temporary occupation of the maritime regions to be held in trust for the Dutch
until the conclusion 'of a peace restoring the Constitition giaranteed in 1787,
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ihe péople sympathised with the Colonies which revoited and
France, the second .Hereditary Stadtholder William V favouted
Britain. In. this milieu the Patriot Party, whose -members were
influenced by the ideas of the French radicals, was born .in
the Netherlands, Their pressure brought Holland into the
Armed Neutrality in 1781 with disastrous consequences. The
British declared war and the Republic was humiliated. Dutch
trade was paralysed. The Dutch Colony of Negapatam was
captured by the British and Trincomaliee was temporarily capiured
by the British in January 1782 and was only regained with the help
of the French.

- In' 1783 the Dutch were forced to conclude peace with the
British by which the British obtainéd free commercial access to
the watiers of the Eastern Archipelago. The failure of the war
was blamed on William V and only the intervention of Pruossia
averted the collapse of the House of Orange. ‘

~ In 1785 the Netherlands was compelled to sign a humiliating
peace with.Prussia. However, the opposition and hostility of
the people necessitated a second intervention in 1787, William V
who had been driven out was restored to the throne, and the
Constitution of 1747 with the States General and the Hereditary
Stadtholder at the head was guaranteed; and the Republic was

comipelled to ally itself with England and Prussia. However,.

although the House of. Orange appeared io be secured the
French Revolution upset all calculations.?

In. 1793 the National Convention of the newly establishcd.

French Republic declared war on England and Prussia. It

naturally ~followed that Holland became embroiled in the

aftermath of the declaration. Jn the winter of 1794 /95 the
French under General Pichegru invaded the Netherlands and

drove William V and his family to exile in England and with

the support of the Pattiots brought the Constitution of
Hplland into line with the - Constitution of France. The
Stadtholderate was abolished, a new system of representa-
tion was instituted, and the United Provinces became

1. Qe Silva, Dr. Oolvin K. “Ceylon under the British Occupation, 1795-1885"".

Vol: 1, 16.
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the Batavian Republic which took over the territories of the Dutch
East India Company over whose ruling Committee the Stadtholder,
since 1784, had presided as Chief Director General.

The tnrn of events in Furope and the decline of Dutch' power
placéd the Dutch Colonies in an anomalous position as they became
increaingly vulnerable to attack by other European powers seeking
to expand thelr influence in Asia. : :

The ra pld disintegration of the Mughal Empire in India accelerated
the competition between the most formidable European imperial
powers of the day, France and Britain.! If the Dutch colonial
possessions were vested in the new Batavian Republic they would
be the object of British attack, If. on the other hand, they remained
loyal to the expelled Stadtholder residing in England they would.

be the object of a French attack. It was known that the French

were scheming to secure the Dutch colomes of 'the Cape, Java
and Ceylon.

- The Dutch. ruled a thin coastal strip in Ceylon which stretched
at the height of their influence, in the latter half of the 18th century,
like a belt arcund the island encircling the Kandyan Kingdom.
The Dutch Governors were confronted towards the end of the 18th
century with the growing hostility of the Kandyan rulérs who
desperately wanted io oust the Dutch from Ceylon with the assistance
of some European power. In 1762 ‘they invited the Pybus Mission
which was despatched by the English East India Company from
Madras in .order that the Kandyans could obtain Brmsh assistance
ina war with the Dutch.

The establishment of the Nayakkar dynasty on the Kandyan throne
became a threat to the security of the Dutch.2 The Nayakkar rulers
had considerable influence outside Ceylon. The South Indian States,
especially Tanjore, were equally hostile to the Dutch as a result
of the Dutch presence in Malabar. Since the rulers of many of these
States were connected by kinship and ~marriage ties to the Nayakkars
the Kandyan rulers could always rely on the South Indian States
for support. There was also danger from the Madras establishment
of the English East India Company which resenied the monopolistic

1. History of Ceylon,. (Universiy of Ceylon) edited by Profsssor K. M. de Silva,
“The Coming of the Brltlsh to Ceylon, 1762 180 ” VOI 3 Chapter 1,1
(Colonibo, 1973y :

2. Chapter 1,1.
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trade -of - the  Dutch in the  Malabar 'and Coromande! coasts. Theré
was acute rivalry between ‘the Dutch and English Bast India Companies
in Bangalore. -The strategic’ value- of the Island “and its économic
resources. nofably in the cinnamon trade, were a great attraction to
the'- British’ and they responded wrth enthusiasm to overtures frcm
Kandy

In 1762 on the mvrtatron of‘ the Kandyan ruler ‘the - Enghsh
Bast India Company sent their first diplomatic mission to Ceylon, The
Pybus Mission - arrived ‘in Ceylon - mainly for the purpose of gathering
information on the affairs of the Island.l- At this'time although the
British were conscious of the Island’s strategic value in'the Anglo-French
struggle - for supremacy in India; they had no definite plans with
regard to the Island and ‘no’ policy to apply. The Kandyan ruler
on the other hand was looking for more than friendship and expressions
of goodwill and was desperately looking for the assistance of an
ally .in.a war against the Dutch which at that time seemed imminent.

but Pybus had no authority to make such an offer. Thus Pybus™

request {or a territorial foothold for the English East India Company
on the: King’s" territory on the coast in return for whrch nothmg
substantlal was oi'fered ‘was pohte]y declmed

The drscovery iof - the Pybus Mrssmn in Cevlon- surprised the'
Dutch .but by the time - the - discovery was made they were already’
at -war with Kandy. News of the Pybus Mission served to antagonise’
the: Dutch  against the Sinhala Kingdom. By a legal fiction the Dutch’
administered the territories they controlled as servants of the Kandyan
King. The Dutch now intended on converting this frcmlous posmon3

into the hard reality of effective sovereignity.?

In 1766 after a brief and indecisive campaign  the Dutch were

able to extract from: the Kandyans a settlement and a treaty which
gave the Dutch all they desired. The Dutch were now the paramiount’
power in Ceylon and . the Kandyan Kingdom was reduced to the”
position' of -a landlocked State dependent on the ‘Dutch for essential’
supplies such as salt -and.dry- fish, Their external trade and foreign-

relatxons xemamed completely under Dutch control

Th'-' Kandyans were , bitterly re-:entful of this humiliation and.

the rigorous terms of the treaty spurred them to a feverish search for
a foreign - alliance to assist .them in expelling the Dutch from Ceylon.

1. Thid, 2,
2. Ibid, 4.
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A second British mission to Kandy coincided with the British
attack on Trincomalee early in 17821 Hugh Boyd in 1782 was to
negotiate with the Kandyan King ¢“to conciliaie him to cur interest”
and to impress upon him the good faith of the Company and its
desire to cultivate his friendship. In return for British military
assistance against the Dutch the Kandyans were asked to furnish
provisions for British troops. King Rajadhi Rajasingha was, however,
suspicicus -of British intentions in view of the earlier failure of the
Pybus Mission. Furthermore, in the years 1780-1782 British prestige
in Southern India had declined in the face of attacks by the French
and Hyder Ali. Admiral Suffren’s attack on Trincomalee in August
1782 and the fall of Madras underlined the decline of British power.
Therefore, although the purpose of the Boyd Mission was to make a
bid to have Trincomalee as a British controlled port, the British were
really iaterested in a political arrangement that would deny the French
use” of this port. The Boyd Mission ended in failure too. Thus at
the peace negotiation of 1733-84 the British were content to let
the Dutch retain Trincomalee for the time being at any rate,

" In the meanwhile Kandyan relations with the Dutch had reached
their nadir? during the administration of van de Graaf (1785-1793)
and there seemed little prospect of any improvement under his
successor van Angelbeek (1794-1796.)

The strategic value of Ceylon in relation to the Indian Peninsula
had become known from Porfuguese times. As early as 1514 a
Portuguese Captain warned Phillip ITI (il of Portugal) that Ceylon
was “the key to all India.” He concluded a long memorial on the
subject with the prophetic words: “If your Majesty loses Ceylon,
we can say we have lost all India and its commerce — which may
God . prevent!”3

Indeed, even after Ceylon was actually lost, the memory was
so distressing to the Portuguese that Frei Fernao de Queiroz began his
nistory of the TIsland by saying: «Of all the great and lamentable
losses and ruins of the Portuguese State in the Fast Indies, the
reatest and most painful ... .was the Island of Ceylon, because

Ibid, 6. .
Ibid, 9.

Winius, G. D. .- *“The fatal History of Portuguese Ceyion” (Harvard
Univ. Press) '
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of the- fruitful: and :most richiand: in :every: respeet mostchappy

kingdem- which wasitherebyilost, the enormous.expense :.incu,n:pd ETR
and:.the . bloadshed. . and. the lives it-cost the Portuguese. nation: of all .,

which:.came. .to naught by our.mismanagement........."1

In 1770; "AbbE Reynal in'the “History of the Settlements and
Trade of the - Eurdpeans in the ‘East and West ‘Indies™ ‘wrote abcut -

Ceylons=exeellent - cinnamon®™ and “sichést P-ea_ ys Fifslhg'ry'of the East; -~
its poris were the best in India;’and its geographical -posrt:on‘-surpasse-{t‘ii'-‘
all hose extraordinary- advantages ~........ It i§4n the centre of‘ the
Easfy +~:thei.passage:which ~conduects: to the: hmost we.a:!.thy Tegions -
............. Numeseus: squadrons .sente forth. from-:its ‘varicus: barbours:
would: have. comanded |:the urespect~of all -Asia,: and::their. \’fcssels".;
cruising ia the neighbouring. .seas -would: easily. have.intercepted:. the:! :

navigation. . of other .powers:” :

ther -Furopean powers in the scramble for extending the;’r
Empires in India were quick to appreciate the  strategic and economic

importance -of Ceylon., The' importance of. Triﬂcomalee"in -the" daj}/s
before the steamer wasthat it satisfied the needs of Naval powerin- -~

two ways, During the monsoons a squadron, defending I__nd.ia had to
lie to the windward of the sub-contineat. It also required a safe

harbeur in which 6 sheiter - during the-vrolent -weather- caused-by ‘the -~

inter-monsconalsstorms-in October and--td a lesser extent-in April.

Cnly Trincomalee could fulfil thesé-requirements::adequately, and:.

hence its importance to the defence of India, as it commanded
both sthe «Malabar:.and Coromandel :coasts.” -

Even- prior to the. Pybus -Mission to the'Kandya-n_..;lfiingdqm-the- o
British had a working arrangement. with the ;Du_t;c‘h ,W,hml} .k-ftfhem.
use of the harbour as a re-fitting port for the British ' Eastern Fleet. .

Betvreen - 1746-1795 the British had used Trin"cc')maleen ‘onl 15 cecasions
during/:.the- North~East ‘monsoon; -and onh ‘11 ‘cccasions ‘durlng--thﬁ
South-West monsoon apart from the frequent (_:aIIs Umade- at
Trincomalee for repairs, wood and water3 PEven during the 7 years
war« the British navy--continued-to vigit' -“Trincomalee to use~the
facilities. provided ::there. -

i. Queiroz..“Conquest .of Ceylou’f';translated.,.by Fr. &. G.  Perera, 8.0, -

Vol: 1, IX.~
s Ce . e . s dans
2. “Histoire - Philosphique et politique des Fstablissements des Europeans
les Deux Indes” Amsterdam 1770.. See The Douglas Papers No. 3 para: 75 93.
edited by Fr. 8. G. Perera S8.J., Ceylon Literary Registey {1931) Vol=1,118.

i ; - i f their
3. Colgate M. A. ““The Royal Navy and Trmcomaiee. the _h1story 0
connection, ¢. 1750 - 1938” C.J.H.88. VII (D 1‘-16. Vide Ijlxs.t_ory.,of Cﬁ){l‘on
{Univ..of Ceylomy edited by Pro : K, M. de Sl'l;\;’&, Vol: 3, Chapter 1. “The
Coming of toe Britisn to Ceylon, 1762 . 1803, .3,
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- During “the crucial years of the Angio-French contést for
supremacy in Asia between ' 1763-1795 the British Eastern Fleei
did* not have a headquarters or fixed stations. The French
possessed an: excellent naval station in Mauritius (thken known
as-tle de France) which had great potential as a base of operations
against the British. The only other. base that could have . served
this purpose was either the Cape of Good Hope or Trincomalee,
both of which were in the hands of the Dutch,

With the outbreak of war between Britain and Hoiland ' in
1781 Dutch overseas possessions became potential bases for the
French. for the prosecution of their designs on the British
Empire in Asia Thus by 1781 Trincomalee which was a neutral
port whose wuse was permitted to the British became
overnight a potential base of French atiacks on India and
once the British were denied the use of Trincomalee by the Dutch

“in 1781 the urgency for a British base on the Eastern side of

India became paramount. Plans were, therefore, rade by the
British for the capture of Trincomalee in order to prevent its use
by the French for their planned invasion of British India.

The original British plan was limited to the capture of
Trincomaleé and thé Dutch possessions on the Coromandel coast.
In October 1781 the plan was broadened to include the capture
of all the Dutch settlements in Ceylon. Trincomalee was captured
by ‘the British in January 1782. It was re-captured by the Diurtch
with the'aid of the French under Admiral Suffren in August 1782.1
Véry' soon thereafter the British lost Madras and their position
in Asia’ was seriously threatened.

~There was no cordiality between the two countries during
this period. At the peace negotiations of 1783-84 the British
had” demanded and obtained the Dutch “territory of Negapatam
as compensation for the return of the Dutch settlements they
had captured during the war. The sacrifice of Negapatam
aggravated the sense of grievance the Dutch had against the
British- and contributed to the ineéreasing -influence of France in
the affairs of ‘the Dutch. The ascendancy in- Holland of the

~pro-French  Patriot Party culminated in- the conclusion of a
defensive alliance between France and the Dutch- Republic in

1. Trincomalee rimained in French control until the end of the war an 1783

before the port was given back to the Dutch.
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November 1785. There was now a distinct threat of a Franco-Dutch
attack on the British Eastern possessions especially in India for
whlch Trincomalee would have served ideally as a base of
operations. There was also dangerous possibility that.the Dutch
pdssessions in Ceylon would be used as a base for French support
to- Tippu Sazhib in India who was a most formidable opponent
of the British.

Dundas! was, therefore, conscious of the strategic value of
Ceylon. Pitt? himself took the precaution of authorising Lord
Cornwallis in 1787 to occupy Trincomalee in case of a war with
“the Dutch. The British persisted with diplomatic . negotiations
with the Duich over the control of Trincomalee beiween 1784
and (791 which ended in failure because of increasing suspicion
and mutual recriminations which was a feature of Anglo-Dutch
refations at this time. :

The overruning of Dutch territory by the French
Revolutionary Armies in January 1795 and the establishment
of the Batavian Republic again culminated in a major threat
to British interests in Furope and Asia.

~ _In these circumstances, Lord Grenville,® British Minister
for Foreign Affairs, suggested to the Prince Stadtholder that,
in pursuance of ‘‘what he owes as much to the interests of the
Republic, as to those of his own House, and of the high dignity
with which he is invested, “he should’ give to. the different
officers and Commanders of the forts and vessels of the Repubhc
such orders as may distinctly mark the real situation in which
His Serene Highness is placed, and may authorise them to avail
themselves of the protection, which His Majesty is desirous of
holding out to them, according as circumstances may permit;”
and expressed the readiness of the British 1o give ‘rany assurance
ihat he might wish, that any ships of war or forts surrendered

}. Heory “Dundas (1742 1811} first Viscount Melville; 1784, Member of Board
of Control; 1791, Home Secretary; 1793-1801; President of Board of Conirol;
1794.1801. Secretary of State for War; [804-1805, First Lord of Admiraity.
_In 1806 he was impeached for malversation and acquitted but judged guilty
of negligence during his tenure of office as Treasurer for the MNavy. He
never held office again  and died 1811 Ceylon therary Register (1931)
Vok: 1,3 ff.1.

2. William Pitt, the Younger, Prime Ministn;r of Eng]and._
3. William Wyndham Baron Grenville. '
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in consequence of such order, would be restored to the Repubiic

at the conclusion of a genecral’ peace, by which her mdependence
and constitution should be secured.”!

When the Prince agreed to issue the requested order on
condition of an ‘‘assurance, in the most authentic form possible,
that everything that is ceded will be resorted to the. State,'2
the British undertook, on the 2nd February, 1795, “in the most
formal manner possible, that any vessel, fort or place whatever
which will place itself under His (Britannic Majesty’s) protection
as a result of the said order will be held in trust and restored
to the Republic of the United Provinces as soons as His Majesiy
aind the Repubhc will be at peace with France and the independence:

of the Repubhc and its lawful- constitution, guaranteed by His’
Majesty .in 1788, will be assured.s :

Consequentliy, Wi“idm ¥V issued the mnow well known
instructions to J.G. van Angelbeek, Governor of Ceylon, in what
is known as the Kew letter:t

“Noble and Most Honourcd Confidant,  Our Trusty and
Well Beloved : - N

We "have deemed it necessary to address’ you this
communication and to require you to admit into Trinco—
malee and elsewhere in the Colouy under your rule the
troops of His Majesty the King of Great Britain which

~ will proceed there, and also to admit into .the harbours
or such other places where ships might safely anchor
" the warships, frigates and armed vessels which: will be
despatched there on behalf of His Majesty of Great
~‘Britain; and you are also to consider them as troops

L Ceylon Literary Register {3rd Series) 1. iii, 110 T, Lettei_o.f:"]Uértwli;:'b;ﬁd-ry

‘1795 from Grenville to Duke of York, reproduced from N. G. Nypel’s
""Hoe' Nedeiland Ceilon Verloor.” See also de Silva Dr, Colvin R. " Ceylonw
under the’ British occupation 1795.1833" - 18,

2. Ibid. Prince Willam of Ordnge to A. W. C. l—idgei an Ft:bruary 1795,
3. Ibid. Ths British Undertakmg, 2nd February 1795

Antnonisz, R. G. “Report on the Dutch Records, 1967." - 138, Barly in

1795 William 'V in exile in England tivad in Kew Palact.. Ceylan Literary
Registzr (1931) Vol: 1-112.
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and ships belonging to a power that is in friendship
. and alliance with their High Mightinesses, and whe come
‘to prevent the Colony from being invaded by the French.

Wherefore, Noble, etCu i We cOmMmIt: you
to God’s holy protection and remain. :
Your well-wishing friend,
W.PR.V. ORANGE.”
. Kew, Tth" February, 1795.

The letter-did not specify in what capacity the British Ffb’{ces
were “to be admitted’” nor was theé duration of their stay clarified.
Since cirecumstances did not. facilitate precision as no. one could

tell when and where the Frénch would attack this vagueness .

was perhaps natural or even intentional.

The Prince’s letter v{{as_ fo}w-ar'ded;. with the following covering .

instructions! . to the Governor General and . Council: at Bengal,
and the Governors and Councils at Fort St: George und Bombay:

. *“As the conquests laterly made by the French in
Holland, will of consequence be followed by an endeavour
to secure the distant possessions of that Republic_,
- particulary. those in the - Eastern seas, His Majesty has
~ “judged it éxpedient, in concert with the Prince Stadtholder
- (who has retired to this country) to take such measures
as appear "to him to be best calculated for frustrating
that design, the effects of which, in the event of his
succeeding, would be highly prejudicial to the Company’s
“interests. : s

With a view to this object, the Stadtholder, under
the authority vested in him, has given.orders to the

several Governors and ' Commanding - Officers of the-

different Settlements in the Indian Seas, to admit _the
Ships and Troops belonging to His Majesty, in order
to protect such Settlements against the Enemy, and .to

hold possession of them, under the conditipn of their

1. Secret Despatches  to Bengal and Circular Despatches (India Office) 1,

(Boards -Recnids) - 31

Yy
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being restored to' the Republicat the. conclusion of a Genéra-ii
Peace by which its Independence and jss Constitution, as
--guaranteed in 1787, ‘shall be maintained and secured. :

! In consequence of this determination, Orders will be

sent by His Majesty, to the Commanders of His forces

. by Sea and Land in India, to co-operate with you in carrying
into execution such  measures as ‘you “may delerriine on;

- Yor the purpose - abovementioned. - And ‘we authorize and
-+ direet- you,  if" it should appear -eonsistent  with - the safety’
of our Possessions, to:detach, on ‘any expedition. any part’
of the European: Troops and Sepoys that can “be spared:
and to-advance such sums of money as may be necessary:
- for such- expedition .. ... T

i

HENRY DUNDAS;"
WILLIAM PITT,
' 3 : GRENVILLE”
9th- February,” 1795, R o
Tt is clear from the Stadthclder's letter’ that™ the British were’
t0: be . in: temporary ‘occupation of the Dutch Colonies which - were”
v be held in trust until the conclusion of a satistactory peace.
The Kew letter, however, was used by the British as an authority
o mount a comprehensive operation to. gain control of the Dutch
possession in Asia and:at the Cape. “The occupation of the Dutch
possessions in Ceylon was the .most eventful of these operations
undertaken on the basis of the Kew letter.”t S

In. consequence, the Madras Government, on Tth July, 1795,
decided to send a force to Trincomalee undér the command of
Colonel Yames Stuart “for the purpose of securing that important
place against any attempt on the part of the French.2

A proclamation” was made calling upon the Dutch Colodies '
to place themselves under Briti‘sh'pp‘otection‘,on the same terms
and subject to the same threats as was subsequently offered  to
Ceylon3  The British forces left Madras on 20th - July, ‘1795, and

1, Higtory of Caylon (Univemit;;f Cay. o:ﬂ adite(wlwl:):'_i’_i;ﬁ;a_i(_._ E\’I:i;a Sﬁ;a.,
Vot 8, 8. _ S : '

4. Madras Military and Pelitical Preceedings 2_53; XLV, 1951, Habarh fo Bhors
7th Fuly, 1795, . .

3. R.A.8.J., C.B. X-304.
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arrived at Back .Bay, Trincomalee. on the 1st of August.! Major
Patrick - Agnew was despatched from  Madras by Lord Hobart,
Governor of .Madras, . with a letter to van Angelbeek dated 7th
July, 1795, embodying the British proposals as cutlined in the
proclamation ‘of the 7th July and enclosmg the Stadtholders letter.

_ This letter2 descnbed the pohtlcal situation and demanded, in
effect, that van Angelbeek should permit a temporary British
occupation in Ceylon which -was to be held in trust for the Dutch
until the conclusion.  of the: -peace by which its Independence and
its Constitution as guaranteed in 1787 shall be. maintained and
secured.” Lord Hobart undertook to respect the laws and customs
of the country and held out that no. fresh taxes and duties
would be imposed, provided proper provision was made: for the
defraying of expenmses of interpal government. Trade would be
free and the . inhabitants - would be permitted to trade with the
British territories on & most favoured nation footing. *« The Officers
of the Dutch Government would be left in {ull and free possession
of their employment until His Majesty’s pleasure shall be' known;”
while the Furopean troops in the Dutch service would be taken
into British pay on the terms on which they were already employed.
$hould thc Colony, however, offer any: resxstence to these proposals

1. The forces entrust‘.ed to Stumrt conswted of
The 72nd Reg:ment 748 men, commanded by Major I“l"lﬂbl _
Tist & 78rd Regiment- 851 wien, commanded by Major Da.lrymple
Royal Artillery-42 mon commanded by Captain Lit. Dixon
2" Companies of Madras Artillery, commanded by Capbain Carlisle:

The lst Battalion Native Infantry-14 Huropeans & 643 Sepeys comrmanded .

by Captain Campbell. _
Pioneer Corps-221 men, commanded by Lt. Dowse; 6 Companies of Gun

Dascars and 12 Staff Officers. . (Vide Madras Military & Political Procee--
dings.” Range 258, XLV, 1945, if Bee de Silva, Dr. Golvm R, “Ceylon .

Undér the British Oeccupation 17951888 Vol 1, 21.}

2. R.AS.J.. O:B.X. 892 ff; See alio Ceylon Literary Register (1931) Vol: 1, 205,

$. Britain did mot honour this_underta.king. The view of the British Govern-
ment by 1800 was “that ‘‘the Dutch inbabitants are inimical, being almest
! to a man ruined by ofr decupstion of eyl  and tha.t; “thelr par&.onal

as well’ as the national connection between thern and the mother eountiy” "
require- ‘their ‘sxelusidi fiota -

and the remaining Dutch Settlements..i......
Government employments’ o as to render us mdependo_n_t_ of the Dutch and
to destroy thelr infiuence in the gountry '’ *“The »Douglas Papers”’ edited
by Fr. 8. . Perera, 8.3., pp. 16, 40 and 137. Douglas, an Under-Seove-
tary based his reports to Dundas in September 1800 on the. despaiches of
- Frederick North Governur of Cayion, 1798.

See also Grenier G. V.-' Burgher unemployment in carly }hmsh Tlmm
D.BTU.J, Vol: LVII, Nos. 1 fo 4, 47.
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the British, would take possession of it by force.  In view of the
critical situation of public affairs *fraught: with distress and ruin'?
it was to be explicitly understood that ¢ the ‘smallest delay under
existing circumstances will. be considered a refusal of the offered
protection.” Agnew- delivered this letter at Colombo .on the 25th

. In the meanwhile, the Political Council over wh1ch van Angelbeek
presided in Colombo, on the 12th July, 1795, decided to instruct
their settlements in Jaffna and Tuticorin, where the garrisons were
wcak that if the forces of the enemy were too strong for. the
prospect of a successful resis ance, they were to endcavour to
stipulate. by capitulation, for a free withdrawal to Colombo with
the: Company’s ‘effects, for the free right to private. property, and
chiefly for the bringing away of- the Company’s records. In case
the Company effects were with held a complete inventory was to
be made. On  the other hand Colombo Galle -and Trincomalee
being ** Strong and defensible fortresses,” although unprepared for
a protracted seige, were instructed to make the additional declafation
“that we shall give over this fprtrcss to mo one but shall defend
it to the best of our ability” As'a further precaution the two
Companies of Malays stationed at Mannar and in the Vanni
were ordered to Colombo and Trincomalee respectivelyl

“The arrival of‘ Agnew at Colombo necessitated a recons:deratlon
of these decisions. The flight of thc Stadtholder confirmed the
news ‘of the French usurpation of the Dutch Republic. The
Dutch Company’s activities were reported to ' be d1ss01ved and at
a standstill, so that neither the usual ships nor the necessary
money, recruits - and supplies - would be ' receivéd that ' year, The
coffers and magazines were empty and the medical supplies were
exhausted, The supply of rice was sufficient for only five or six
months. Relief could only be looked for from the British. On
the ‘other hand, the refusal to comply . with Hobart’s demands
would involve not only the loss of all hopes of aid from the
British but also cut off all other sources of rice supply on the coast.
As Jaffna and Mannar were weakly defended they would eventually
fall quickly to the: British and in that event the revenue would
receive a serious blow as Jaffpa, in particular, was a very profitable
Commandment and commumcanon wuh India would be cut off.

1. Cey]on An‘aiqm\ry pub]isl_hed.by‘ Tuarner, L.J.B., (1915-24} Vol: TiI, i, 99 ff.,
-..- Rosolutions of t;he= Council of Ceylon, 12th Juby, 1795. .
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The Political - Council, therefore,; on -the 26th July adopied the
Governor’s - suggestion «“to. devise a middle - course,” which would
on the. one hand: avert'all :consequences of a flat refusal’ and’ on
the . other ~hdnd 'ensure # that-we or our Superiors should remain
absolutety masters of our possessions.” The Dutch had no illusions
of the sanctity of British assurances and it was suspected that
the real design of the British was to take permanent possession
of - the -Colony, ~The - Couneil - accordingly  determined -that- the
proffered protection -should be “totally declined” as a * detestable
and abject ™ -course ‘of “action and that no British ‘troops - ‘should
be’ admitted ‘inio ‘the Company’s terrltory except’ orlly 800 aux:harlcs
Who should be m the Companyb services” and pay1

Thebe dec1snons were embodxed in-.a’ letter dated -27th July
-and— .despaiched: through  Agnew to Rainier? -and Stuart. Van
Angelbeek . declared the faithful adherénce of the Government “of
Ceyion «to the old and lawful Government system of the Republic
of the' Seven Provinces, with ‘the States” General and the Hered1-
tar'y’ Sradtholder at the head as guaranteed in the vear 1787
that ‘we snll acknow]edge the English as “our close and” 1nt1matc
aihes

Van Angelbeek suggested the draftmg of #00 - British troops
into Ceylon 300 to be stationed at Fort Ostenburg, Trincomalee;
300 at’ the Forts of Negombo and Kalutara and 200 in the Fort
of  Matara, " But thereby we ought io inform you, that we aré
dcstltute of money and therefore unable to pay these troops; and
thus we. beg that your ‘Government wal charge itself w1th the
paymeat.. to be 1ndemmﬁed hereafter . by our . Superlors Van
Angelbeek’s reply respecting Lord Hobart's proposition to ., put: the
Dutch Settlements under protection of His Britagnic Majesty was:
«f am. obliged to answer that we are in duty-and by oath bound
1o keep them for our . Supériors, and not resign the.least part of
thém.” " this reply van - Angelbeek hoped to preserve the
mdependence of the Colony w1th0ut rousmg Brltlsh hostility.

1.- Ceylon Anthuary Voi ., i, 103 fi, Counc:l Proceedmgs of 25th & Z6th
July, 1795 ; Ceylon: Literary Register (1931) Vol:.1-208.

2. Commodore -Peter Rainier, who in. July/August, 1795 transported the
Britisn forces in 6 ships to Ceylon waters and who considersd the
rossession of Trincomalee so important that he had *determined to proceed
ither himself * Madras - Military and Political Proceedings, Range 253,
vol: XLVI, 23313 ff, Brathwaltes Insiructions to Stuart, 29th - Ju]y, 1795.
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siciowAgnewsarrived | in.Trincomdlegrom the: Ist: August . to:deliver
Vﬁn Angelbeekls «rdersr and:artangements ds: toswhen! troops: were
hese: orders (delivereds ton-Major - Eornbaner, ; Duich
iririncomaleeiisweresto admit:300 - British : troops
‘-tp E.ort OStenburg ;o supply, them:iwith. cannon. and. stores.and .to
sowith: Rainier; and: . Stuart;

"Britist™ Commanders that he was ready to observe the duties 0
the Commandant of any allied power. However, Fornbitier.” had

geceived mews of warlike preparatlonsj_.by,. the. ,Brltl‘;h:ﬂ“ELIT‘ISI':’CCleﬂ
sparticula ly - at

! al _,:,the mqmem noz prdegg authon T
“to make war Fornb'lucr stated “ 1 pray, him to permit 'mc;to
refuse entry into the Inmer Bay to any Enghsh veséé'fs of war
fbuntili 1 have: definite rorders from:-the - General- Government <of the
Hslandizand;«that, tillsthen-L . can  enter < into” ne- negotiations.on

the subject of his letter delivered to ine:by.Major. SAgnew.

yeiif

7 Rainiers' and: Stuart:replied-inca:letter dated: 2nd August; <1795,
-that: theBritish came “as:i¥ anéient+ friends-and firin allies: lof ithe
i:iRepubhc #of: theé 'United *Provinces; to: protect iwith the troopsziof
I-_hs ‘Britannic: Majésty the .possessions:of -his ' allies: and: to ‘hrevent
their falling into the . hands of: their scommon. ienemy, undér :the
 EXpress cond't'on that as_soon as thc Constitution of the Republlc

" ‘ Maj T C 0f the ‘: s, Corn 'and Trl cpmalee
o .  was ‘an’ engmeer wixo Wrote, a'report on'the'K ntalai
st tank ‘on 30,12 17937 He  died - in ‘Ceylah’

. Ceylon Literary Register (1931) Voll .209,
.Ceylon,Annquar.y,:Yol” AE, 1005 Counml Proceedmgs st il

8. Ceylon -iLiterary “Register. {19813 Vol: ¥253* lctter ‘from FornbaUer o
Rauinjer 1st August, 1795. g LA

HOIET L ICER ST 58 14416 ;

4475 Madras 2Mittary: <& Politieal Procecdmgs, Range 253,, \LVI 2685 ff:

J.R.AS., CBX., 397 #. ...,

[ EE RSN N ] '.: i
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| -Fornbauer’s. next: note dated 2nd August, 1795, while agrccing
10 permlt :the “entry. of the . vessels  into - Trincomalee - harbour
-view of ‘the assurance. that the. British had no. intention of inva-
ding Ceylon i at"the.'same time. declined to admit- the 300 troops
to Fort -Ostenburg as the’ orders had: been signed by van -Angel-
‘beek  alone; ‘while: the Constitution -of - the Company tequired ‘that
the signatures:- of -at least the ‘majority --of the ‘Council were
necessary * even on petty affairs of administration.” ‘Fornbauer
stated that he would be liable to the penalties of high treason if he
'was 1ot abie 10 gustlfy the admission of 300 ‘British troops into
the Fort. He, therefore asked for a delay untll the matter could
be rectified.

“The British - commanders now felt obliged to révert to ‘their
former - instriictionis ‘and’ formally demanded - the delivery ‘of the
Forts under Fornbauer’s command “'to be protected by them against
‘the attacks' of the Trench; or’ 'ms refusal w111 be conmdered as a
'declaratlon of Hostﬂlt_y »2 '

On the rccc1pt .of Fornbauers protest3 the Brmsh landed
anopposed  on the: 2nd. August, 4 miles North of ‘Trincomalee and
made preparations to attack. :

. Meanwhile, . there were. new developments . in -Colombo. Van
- Angelbeek had: received. on the 28th July4 certain - London news-
papers . from Agnew up.to the 13th :March. :The news of the
- British - Janding .at Trincomalee’ was considered: at the meetmg of
_the Louncil of the 12th and 15th August : :

_ At the mcetmg of‘ thc 12th August5 van Angelbeek remmded
‘the (‘ouncﬂ ‘that the demsmn of 26th July had been arr;vad at
_under "the’ _impression- that ‘the French had * usurped * the Govern-
_ment “of the States-General. The London ‘mewspapers, however,
‘gave a different version. ' “ it would appear that our Republic has
“indeed beemn conquered by the French, and that the changes in
the Government were effected with the consent of the majority
of the people of Holland ; that the calling together of the “Assembly
of- Prowsmnal Representatlvcs of the peoplc was the work of the

Ibid. Range 253, XLVY, 2698, ff; J.R.A.S., c.B.X.-- 309 f.
R.A.8.., G.BX., 400. :

S

Ibid, Secret Resolution, 1%th August, 1795,

ibid. Range 253, XL,VI,'%Bﬂ ii. Ceylon Literary: Register {1) 1931,- Vo}: 1-9255

Ceylon Antiquary Vol: II,-ii,. 109 ff. Secrei ReSOIutlon, Srd August 1794,
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Deputies: of the different cities of Holland; that the abolition
of -the -old form of Government and the - Stadtholderate was the
work of this. Assembly,.and thatthe States General are now
constituted as formerly, with only this difference, namely, that
‘this" Province- shall be represented in’ the - Assembly of their ngh
MlghtllﬁSS&s by the Burghers Holm, Lestevenon and Lored.”

,They had to consider anew, in relatmn to these facts, “their
'earher decldratlon of Loyalty atid alhance to the Statholderate

‘and the Constltutlon guarantecd m 1787." < What should we
doif’ French ships were to come and the French desired to

‘e recelved as friends, “and also brought with them orders
from the new Assembly or Government of the Netherlands to

that effect?........ ....... ..Can we now with a clear consclence
faithfully adhere to the old Government‘?, Can we in face of

-orders - from Holland to_ recognise the new regime,. oppose
~them and take orders against. the newly. formed Repubhc and
_tht Republic of the French Nation?"

‘At the adjourned meetmg on_the 15th Augustl it was

‘resolved ““that the Republic was the sovereign of her’ ‘Colonies,

and, accordingly, of this Government:; moreover, that the

.Colonies were bound to accept whichever form of Government
the. Republic adopted and to  obey the commands of their
.rulers.”. 1t was, therefore, decided to accept and .obey orders
-of 'the Batavian Republic, but .to adhere to the old Consti-
tution until the receipt of legitimate orders. to break off all

engagements with the British which might conftict with the
orders of the new Republic; to instruct Major Fornbauer

3accord1ngly, annulling the decision to receive 300 Er1t1sh troops
“into Fort Ostenburg and to-instruct him-to defend Trincomalee
B VR the utmost;2-and-to inform the Commanders of the British
j’rExpedltlon of the annulment ~of - the demand forl 800
Ezn.nnl]arles I : s S

Accordmgly, in a letter dated 15th August3 van Angelbeek

;_;and the entire Council-informed the British Commanders that
«!“having received news that you have thought fit to invade
“thé Company’s tefritéries with armed troops and 1o summon
‘;the Fortb of.. Trmcoma]ee and Ostenburg” the reso]utlon 1o

3!:._‘ Ceylon Antiquary,.Vol III ff Sccret Reso]utlon. 15tn August 1795

2. Ceylon Literary Register, (193]) Vol: I. 258.259.

Y3 RASTL CCBX., - 400 Madras  Military . & Political Proceedmgs, Rangc

253, XLVII, 2925 ff,
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reéeive!:800; auxiliarigsihad “beenannullediiand the  Forts: and

estabhshmant&zm Cﬂylon would b defended agamib everyone

conSISted off 256 officers and= men = 4 Staff ofﬁcers ‘al Comipaty
each of Artillery (8 men),: Europeant Diitch (32 umen) “ide
Meuron, Regiment (69 men) and Wuitemburgers. (54{ men) and

SW1ss Reglment de Meuion, Wthh formcd the pl’lIlClp& part
of the garrison of Ceylon, from the Dutch to the British
dservicess: Cleghorn::had:’earlier:: befriended:: Ceuntide. Meuron
‘af: Nedchateli Dundas! jumped: atithe/offer. and . sent Cleghorn
-post-haste:ito’ Neuchatel -to bring -the: matiers to.an immediate
seonclusion. Proﬁtlng sbthe: troubles iniHolland: :the: British
sGovernment made useofthe predicament..of i WilliamV who
was, persuaded to wrlte an order ‘to Dutch Governors to recewe

9511833"’
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letter Cleghorn succeeded in effecting the capitulation of the
Regiment on 30th March, 1795, and set sail for India with
the proprietary Colonel of the Regiment, Count Charles Daniel
de Meuron.1

Hobart, Governor of Madras, who was not aware of the
negotiations in Europe had already called upon van Angel-
beek by his letter of Tth July, 1795, to hand over the
Settlements to the British in virtue of the letter of the
Stadtholder. Cleghorn arrived in India and communicated the
news of the transfer of the Regiment to the Officer in Com-
mand, Captain Pierre Frederic de Meuron,? by letter concealed
in a Dutch cheese, and a British Envoy was sent to effect
the iransfer. This settled the fate of the remaining Dutch
Settlements in Ceylon. Since 1786 the de Meuron Regiment
had ~ five Companies in the garrison of Colombo, two in
Trincomalee, one in Batavia and the rest in Galle and
Kalutara. ‘

Count de Meuron received a douceur? of £ 5,000 from
the British for transferring the services of the Regiment to the
British. The expenses of his journey to India to supervise
the transfer of his Regiment to the British and the expenses
of his return trip were also paid by the British., He was

1. Ceylon Literary Register (1931) Vol : 1.5, 303, In 1798 Cleghorn came out with
Governor North as Colonial ‘i‘ecretary to the Government of Ceylon on
£ 3000 & year, and was Commissioner of the Pearl Fishery, 1798. He could

- ngt pullon with North who suspended him in December 1799, and Cleghorn
threw up his appointment and left Ceylon on 3rd February, 1800. “Heaven be
praised,” wrote North, “‘the Preston with Cleghorn has weighed anchor from
this place. ' Cleghorn died in S:otland in (834 and on his tombstone is
indicated that he “was the Agent through whose instrumentality the Island

of Ceylon was annexed to the British Empire:” ““The Douglas Papers”
edited by Fr. 8. G. Perera. 8.J.,-Ceylon Literary Register (1931). Vol: 1.12 ff. 1.

2. Brother of Count de Meuron, The Regiment had a distinguished record.
It served at the Cape, helped Admiral Suffren to capture Trincomalee from
the British in 1782, and served as marines in Suffren’s fleet in his engagements
with the British fleet under Sir Edward Hughes. It then fonght against General
Stuart at Cuddalore, 1783, and returned to the Cape for 5 years, 1783-1788.
It served in Ceylon from 1788-1795 taking part in warface against Kandy
and in defence of Trincomalee and Ostenburg in August 1795, the 2 companies
being the heaviest sufferers during the seige. Ay a part of the British Army

it gained glory in the Mysore campaign, taking a prominent part in the
storming of Seringapatam, 1799, under Colonel Wellesley, the future Duke of
Weilington. In 1806 the Regiment was orde.ed to Furope and served ag
Gibraltar, Messina - 1808, Malta - 1812, and Canada 1813-1816, where it was
disbanded ; Ceylon Literary Register (1931) Vol: 1-105.

-3. . Ceylon Literary Register (1931} Vol 1-5, 303.
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appointed - a. British. Major. General and his brother was
appointed Br1gad1er General in - the Bnush Army and later
became Commander-in- Chlef and M;htary Governor of Cevlon
until the arrival of Lord North.

After Hobart heard the dramatic news of the transier of
the de Meuron Regiment to the services of the British he once
again dlspatchcd his Ambassador = Major Agnew on the 22nd
September to Colombo so thatapeacoful occupation of trust
might be effected on the remaining Dutch territories. On the
9th ;cht_obe_r the. Dutch Council decided, by 6 votes to 3, t.o
reject - the British : proposals, The' Governor himself .adding his
casting .vote in -favour of his decision. These resolutions were
embodied in a letter - of 13th October to Madras.®

Colombo 13th October, 1795.
VIMy Lord and Sirs,

We have had the honour to receive from Major Agnew
_your letter of the 22nd Seplember last, and reply to it
as follows: 4 .

Our ‘answer to’ Lord Hobart's letter of the 7ihe July,
which agreeable to his Lordship’s desire was dispatched
to the Commanding Officers of the British Naval and
='Land Forces beforo Trmcomalee, contained ail that his
Serene nghness the Hereditary: Stadtholder demanded
from us, and the strongest reasons why we could not

" :;' agree to the remaining demands of His Lordship which
-went much further

Our Govemor alone mgned th'tt lotter, becmsc Major

_'Aﬂnew Cisisted  so much on ~ having ™ th1s dispatch
immediately on account of the. danger to " which the
.. Frigate .was exposed in the bad monsoon, and, as part
' of the Members of Council -lived - without the Fort, hours
would have been spent in. 'getting it signed- by‘ ‘them.
. Qur Governor signed it without hesitation, as the draft
had - been appréved by - everyone. of - us, and :as’ the
. _'.Governors of Céylon have always in matters of the
" .greatest importance, given orders to the. Subordinate
'Oﬁicers by lettus 31gned alone by them

1. R,A,S. T, C.B.X, 405-6; & Ceylon’ therary Register (1931) Yol 1.62.
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 Major Fornbauer should then without hesitation have
wcomplied . with 'its contents, .and we have therefore left
-‘the consequences .of hxs refusal ‘to his account

We nevertheless expected w1th much roason, that
©the Commanding Officers: would'have contented themselves
with the Major’s offer to. ask - additional orders and
~then to comply: in which case this unforunate misun—
’ de1stand1ng could have been adJusted w1th1n a few days.

. But as they commenced pubhc hostllmes by invading
-our territory and summoening both our Forts,. we were
obliged by our. letter of the . ISth August to repeal our
peaceablc offer.

We will suppose for an instant that the misdemeanour
of Major Fornbauer had given the Commanding Officers a
right to commence ‘hostilities.” But with what reason can
the conquest of Batticaloa, Jaﬂ‘napatam and Tuticorin,
be justified, the Chiefs of those places having made
liberal . offers ' for the: admittance -of your troops? And
what right or argument can you -allege, My Lords and
Sirs, except your superior force, to summon us. to deliver
our Establishments in the manper you have done by your
letter of the 22nd September last? |

Respecting the Capitulation, which the Count de
Meuron has entered into with your Government for the
Swiss Regiment, we declare he had no power to do it
because he had consigned his Regiment permanently to

- .us, as long as the Company might want it, as appears
. by the 25th Artlclel of the Cap:tulat:on of which a copy
is.annexed. He says in his letter to his brother? the
Colonel Commandant that the Government with whom
he capitulated is dissolved, and that therefore he had

' _:_‘resolved to withdraw his Regiment from the Dutch Army.
" But the Government is not yet dISSOIVed as will appear

A].'.tibl!: 25 reads: “Ths Capxtulanon will be perm‘lnent" as long as the

: _Company needs the services of the reglment Ceylon theraly Register (1931)
Vol: I.63, ff 1.

In the posteript of this letter the Count wroie; “You are Br:gddler-General

. fram this day. Keep the secret until my fnend (C[eghom) tells you.” Ceylon

therary Reglstor (193]) Vol 1-56. ff. 1.
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at the conclusion of a General Peace in the Netherlands.
In the meantime we are here the representatives of the
same, and as such you acknowledge us by your letter
of the 22nd September last,

But although we are deprived of that part of the
Regiment which is here and which consists of 500 men,
we are, however, not destitute of resources to defend
what has been confided to us; and if we are at last
crushed by a superior force, we will find sufficient
consolation in the reflection that we have done all that
could be expected from loyal officers, who prefer their
honour and their duty to every other consideration.

We have the honour to be, with distinguished
consideration,

My Lord and Sirs,
Your most obedient servants,

J. G. van Angelbeek . van Angelbeek!
D. C. Von Drieberg? J. Reintous?

B. L. Van Zittert A. Samilant®

J. A. Vollenhove® D. D. Von Ranzow?
A. Issendorp® T. G. Hofland.?

Colombo 13th October, 1795,
To the Right Hon’ble Lord Hobart,
Governor, and Council at Fort St: George.

1,
2.

> w

&

Dr, Christizan van Angelbeek, son of the Governor, Chief Administrator.
Diederich Carl von Drieberg, Colonel in Command, “infirm, not attached
to the cause and since August has done no duty.” - Cleghoru papers 223.
Johannes Reintous, Dissawa of Colombo.

Benedictus Lambertus van Zitter, Political Secretary.

Abraham Samlant, Trade Supervisor, son of Abraham Samlant, Comittandant
of Galle who died 3rd May, 1766, buried Duich Church, Galle.

Dr. Johannes Adrianus Vollenhove, Fiscal.

Daniel Ditloff von Ranzow, Chief Warehouse Keeper, son of Count von
Ranzow, born in Ceylon, afierwards “Commissioner of ‘Government to the
Assembly of Deacons,” Colombo 1800, President Director of Orphan House,
Returned to Batavia.

Assuerus Issendorp, Book-Keeper. _

Themas Gerrardus Hofland, Trade Supervisor, died 21st July 1815. Lewis, J. P'.
“Tombstones & Monuments™ 390. C-ylon Literary Journal (1931) Vol: 1.64,
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When Agnew informed van Angelbeck of the transfer of the
de Meuron Regiment to the British ‘Army van Angelbeek was
completely taken by surprise and he tried to keep the de Meuron
Regiment in Ceylon and even threatned to keep them prisoners
during the siege. However, Agnew had informed van Angelbeek
that if he attempted to disarm the de Meuron Regiment and
!ceep them prisoners the British would bring the matter to instant
issue in the Fort. Van Angelbeek was, therefore, compelled to
consent to their leaving the garrison on no other terms than
that they should not appear against it during the siege.* According
to Agnew, subsequently on the 13th October, van Angelbeek,
‘relented and thanking the de Meuron Regiment for their past
Ser\:‘ices supplied ships for their transfer to India which the
entire Regiment reached in November.

De la Thombe suggested that van Angelbeex did this because
!16 was secretly planning to hand over the Dutch possessions
in Qeylon to the British. Apart from owing the de Meuron
Re_ggment arrears of pay that were now guaranteed by the
Brlt'fsh van Angelbeek may have been relieved to berid of a
Regiment whose proprietor had been secretly bribed by the

.British and whose loyalty to the Dutch had become suspect.

De la Thombe,2 contradicting his earlier charge that there
was only “a semblence of a defence,” conveyed the impression
of careful preparations against the coming of the British, and
the Secret Resolutions of 14th February, 1796, mentioned a
report of Captain Engineer Foenander to the same. effect.3 The

troops at Galle were withdrawn to Colombo to make up for

the loss of the de Meuron Regiment: native levies were recruited
:_md a militia of Eurepean and Topass inhabitants were also
recruited but as Agnew observed* although this added much

1o the number of the garrisons they added litile to their

stren.gth and quality and the loss of the de Meuron Regiment
deprived the Dutch of the most efficient part of their European

’ Force leaving them destitute of officers of experience. Furthermore.
Colonel de Meuron later supplied the British with a considerable

amount of valuable information and intelligence about conditions

1. Cleghorn Papers 203-4; Ceylon Literary Register (1931) Vol: 1-61,

2. R.A8J., O.BX,, 365 ff.
Ceylom Antiquary Vol: III, ii, 116.

4, Madras Military & Political Proceedings, 233, XLV_III-SQSOIEE. Agnew to

Hobart 19th Octoker, 1798.
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in Ceylon, the strength of the garrisoiis and the Ilaydut”o-f the
Forts along, with advice as to methods of attack which Stuart
appears 1o have i’ollowed1 ' ‘ L o

-After the fdxlure of Agnews second‘ missiort. the Madras
Government: on the 27th October decided to capture Colombo
and was convinced that if it was attacked by a ‘respectable
force conquest would be extremely: .easy.”? . Stuart was: well
reinforced with ‘treops by the middie of January; 1796, consisting
of 2236 Europeans and 4649 natives. Besides the Company of
Artillery with two of :lascars, .the 77th,  and the two native
battalions were .on the way from Beng'ﬂ uader Ma_lcsr Petrxe
to meet Stuart’s . force in Negombo S

Captain Barbut captured Chilaw on the Ist February and
Negombo  on! the 3rd, which . was found abandoned.?: The
abandonment of Negombe was explained by the Dutch Resolutions
of the 29th January,® It was feared. that the superior strength
of the British ‘Forces would cut. it off from Celombo. and the
garrison was. withdrawn to Colombo on 3lst January. Inthe
‘meanwhile -Agnew had secretly explained to the Kandyan King
‘that the British actions against the Dutch had been taken with
a view to avert a civil war in the Dutch possesslons and to
prevent their capture-by the French. -He urged upon the
Kandyan Monarch the dangers of French revolutionary ydeokogy
e‘;pemally its - antipathy to' Monarchicat Rule. '

The British had onIZth October 1795, conciudeda]’rehmmaly
Treaty of alliance and frendship with Kandy,® as.a result of
which. the Kandyans promised Stuart in November. tp aid

1, War Ofﬁce Papers 1&62, contam:, P dcmument of lenUhty ‘answors by hlm
to & nuamber of quencs-Vlde alse Cleghorn Papers, %87, He was amply
rewarded by the British -who mwade him a Brigadier- Gerteral’ in the British
Army and appointed him Comprander-in-Chief and Military - Governer of the
“Gettlements-in Cevlon' till -the arvival of (tovernor North en the 12th October
1798, To the Duich. community in Ceylom this. was perhaps the unkindest
eut of all. = Affter North arrived he reverted o his post as Commmnder -
Chief. ** The Douglas Papelc 7 edttc,d by F‘r S G Pem_m, SJ. Ceylon
Literary Register (1981) Vol: 1-6 1f. L. i

9. Madras Military -& Political Proceediugs, 258, XLV}H 4048 ft, Hobmt o

Shore, 27th October, 1785, ‘

3. Ibid 253, LVIIL,

4. Ceylon Anbquary, Veol: 11, i, 113 1 B L

"5, ‘Muadras Militiry & Politienl Procoedings, 258 XLIX, 408G #. = Andrews. to

Hobart, 13th Oetober, 1745, L S S

a
'
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him with provisions both at Trincomalee and at Colombo.! Further,
a letter from the' General of the Kandyan Forces informed Stuart
that he was’ pmceedmg towards Colombo with the . promised
‘provisions.2 The Kandyans offered Barbut at Chilaw provisions
and a force .of 5000 men armed - with -matchlocks,

The K,andyans who were mobllrsmg in . the Seven, Four and
Three - Korales .also, 1h:eatened to cut’ off the Negombo garrlsou
from Colomba. A sympathetlc rising of the . Sinhalese in the
nelghbo:,urmg Maru;xme districts which was’ ant1c1pated contributed
to the” resmszon by Reselurion of the .original intention to defend
Negombo and 1t was decided to abandon all subordmate pos{s in

view of the. supenorlty of . ‘the enemy forces and to dcfend
Colombo alone.

Negombo was o be the rendezvous for the Bntl%h Forces

. setting out from Trincomalee, Rameswaram, Tutrcorm and Mannar

Stuart had arrwed there on the 4th February and on the. followmg
day he was _]omed by the Bengal remforcernents He was  also
_&up_po_rted by a naval force consisting of 9 war-ships.3 The -whol¢
army .arrived by the 6th evening; and- on the ’Zth Major IPetfié
advanced: ‘with a .detachment ‘of the '77th Regiment to rcflsonnoitié
the Kelani river. Stuart, with-the main army, - joined him on fhé
8th and prepared - to ‘attack ‘the ememy -posts on :the  12th. But
they had been abandoned by the Dutch on the 10th after destroying
thelr batteries from a. fear that the enemy fieet m:ght land - their
troops, in their rear., There were also other factors. that mduced
van - Angelbeek. to ordel the Dutch troops to w1thd1aw to the Fort
of Colombo. It was known that, a large Smhala army of about
five thousand men. was also adyancing towards Colombo. V.m
Angelbeek was - handicapped by not having warshlps to assist in
the defence of Colombo agamst the British:

Stuarts army crossed the river on the 11th and encanlpcd
With its . left on. Wattala and its nght on Mutwal In the early

-morning; of the 12th, Captain Barbut on the right was attacked

by two companies of Malaya led by Lieutenant Colonel Raymond
and Captam Legrevisse, The Dutch were repulscd Wlth the loss

“'War Offlce Papers 1, 362, Stuart 6 Dundds 10th Novembe1, 1795.

1.
2. Ibid. Stuart to Dundas, 3lst De'.,ember, 1795.
3

War Office Papers I, 362, Gardner to Dlmdas lthh February, ]795

4. Percival, 115; dezla Thombe in R.AS.J, CBX., 379,
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of 2 men killed and 2. oﬂicérs and 10 men wounded. I ater the Dutch
tost 40 killed and 60 wounded.! Raymiond himself was so seriously
wounded that he died soon afterwards.

No further fighting occurred and Captain Gardner who had
anchored some 2 miles from the Fort on the 12th, landed the
guns on the 14th, The Dutch withdrew into the Fort on the
13th, closed the gates and raised the drawbridge. The British
forces occupied Mutwal, Korteboam, Wolvendaal and Hulftsdorp.
The Kandyans, whose general had joined Stuwart at Negombo,
reached Wattala on the 12th. They crossed the rivesr on the
following day and took up a position on the left of 1lig British
army with their own left extending to the Governor's House at
Grandpass which was to be the General's headquarters.2

On Sunday the 14th February the garrison was summoned
through Major Agnew. Stvart and Gardner pointed out in a letter?
1o the Governor and Council that British naval superiority
precluded the possibility of any help arriving either from Europe
or other Duitch possessions in Asia. They therefore demanded a
surrender of the remaining Dutch settleinents in Ceylon. The
sefusal to do so would be followed by opening fire with their
batteries whereafter the option of capitulation would not be given
and surrender would have to be *at discretion.”

The letter was considered at a Council meeting the same
afternoon,d Van Angelbeek reminded his colleagues that the Uctober
Resolution of resistence had been made in the cherished hope that
the necessary orders and help would soon be received from Holland
and Batavia, in reliance on a widely current rumour} that Tippu
Sahib would create a diversion in India and that the French fleet
would soon appear in Eastern waters. All  these  hopes and
expectations failed. Van Angelbeek went en to deseribe  their
plight. The native chiefs haed failed to supply the 800 volunteers
they had promised. An attempt to attack the British advance
had failed with the loss of 40 killed and 60 wounded; while 200
Chaliyas included in those forces had deserted. Of the four

] Ceylon Antiquary, IXT, &, 115 ff. Secret Resolutjon, I4th February,! 1796,
2. Madras Military & Political Proceedings, 253, LVIII, 898 ff Stuart to
Hobart, 13th February, 1796; War Office Papers, 1, 362.Stoart to Dyndas,
71st. February, 1796 (which contains a map of the attack). Ceylon Literary
Register (1931) Vol: 1, 492 - 498,

Ceylon Antiquary, III, ii, 113 ff.

4. Jdem.
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Sinhalese and, four ¢
_ . and half the latter had..dc d and thé rem
ouldyino ibe.:trusted. .- Desertions . had . also . ocenrred  among
eM;al ys:l_-a-nd':i moi¢ :than::halfr the . Moorish. artlllery had :f(’ié'féulte .
’ @0101;11;01-..-sgarrison:E‘had;éthgfs_ :dwindled,. with ‘_;E'their;fé;‘{ééhtiﬁc;ﬂ; of
officers;’ to'584.Furopean:infantry, <772, Malays, . 124, European
?:tlilery, 1 18 sailors“and *19- artisans. . All:the cool‘ies;r.had;aﬁed;.é;]a
E-p;fef:'w-@sf-s no’ copper ‘money: in- thes Government chest:::In ,‘contf;s.i':-,
the U British - f or(;ﬁe-s"s'Wére sgstimated: 4t 20;000:men:.and;ithe.; fleet -.at
: rigates, 13 “three-masters and:5 st e

; ngelbeek - had . consylted . the opinion  and advice
sta_.ff officers on the prospect and probabié result ofsif‘:e.slsteﬁ(.:é.
Wlthone _;:__xg;:p‘giqn they had all recommended surrend'éxr.l' They
advised that the fortress “could not ‘hold “out “for longer than 3
%day‘ ari:d_f"’fth:;lt"’_t‘:h;e;_‘4suj:$‘t:‘ri01§--ii'f_t'arc:‘e‘s“E of “the’ enemy left o chance of
@ suc ssful “defence “and “that “arefusal”to ‘capitulate’ would oty
; tbe N ;‘clés’f_ri_mtjéd-“’ of “ithe “city “and: the“slaughter™ of - its
il Further, thatas “a “surrender::after: resistence - would
‘have to be “at‘‘discretion;’ ‘neither' tae’’Republic not - the "Company
‘would,. in that event, derive any benefit cither 'foc‘ the present.or
sutil;the restoration of the colony at 4 general pesce, |

so happened “thit’ P. Sluysken, Governor'of ‘Surat, happened
in " Colombo duting this Critical ‘time and *he * too - advised
gelbeek™'to capituldte ' on* ‘the “same ' lines *siiggested” by his
staff Cofficers. T Tl e wdr e e

o ﬁ4~t.hé’se‘-.-:cifcu_m'fstauces, i“c_hé Couneil:; :unanimqusly,s'a«r‘esdl-vc‘d:.--t
propose ‘an “equitable--capitulation:and van: Angelbeek: was entrusted
itk ’;]1&‘____r:l"égoly:i_ation'é:"‘-?Va'n. Angelbeck - submitted his' proposals to
M-éi]'dr‘ Agnew." The draft of the Articles of ‘Capitulation; together
with Agnew’s observations, were submitted to the Council on' the
Mli-gh. February .and. unanimously accepted,® The capitulation was
esigned by van. Angelbeek. and Ague'wx_'énd_-abi)r_o\';é'cil’_auf:f onfirmed
y.:Stuart. and - Gardner -on, the : same day. Colombo. was . occupicd
byithe- British .on’ the morning-. of '_,.:thﬁ'&-. 16th Féb:ruarj};;':l‘?QﬂG:f*h..

"1, Ceylon Antiguary, IIL, ii, 15 ff. . .

2o dbiG 118, s o T

3. Madras Military & Political Proceedings, 253, LVIII:902. If. - Stuart to
Hobart 16th February, 1796; War Office Papers 1, 362) Stuart to Dundas
2ist February, 1796. R
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The British found in the Dutch garnson 1310 Europeans and
1830 Mat iys, 'Moofs: aiid Sépbysi The “diserepaiicy between these
figiited and vile Anpelbeel’s ' fisiifs 18 ‘probably - becalise - van
Ange eelﬁ ‘had - Biiftted ywhtFusiwerthy - troops, - desertérs -dnd - invalids.
fii - the Caﬁltulaﬁen Wwere itieladed  thie fernaining Dutch’ Settlements
i Ceylon: - Tioops Weére iifiniediately. despatched to occupy Kalutarig,
Galle gad ~Mataray + Captain - Macquarrie - of .- the . 77th. ocenpied
Gallé on: the 23rd: Febriary. . Liéutenant * O’Reilly;  with the 9th
Battalion . 6ccupied. Matara . on - the: 24th; February The garnson of
 @alle - which’ had - beel¥ ‘denudect.. for the defence -of . Colombo,
consisted of Europeati:: Infantpy - 24 officers - and men. and 23
invalids; 18 FEuropean Artillary and § invalids ; 32 séamen: 6
Malays and 14 mvalrc?s, a Européan Sﬁrg‘eon 332 native oﬁicers
aﬂé Sold’ieré T

Perowal’s aliegatron that van Angelbeek had entered m to a
“ prwate treaty” of.. cap:tulatlon with the British and de_ la
Thomnibe’s charge of « treason alone” are untenable as the Councri
was: not-only aware of -but also approved the tcrms of eaprtulatlon
Furthermore, . van Angelbeek- had consulted hrs staﬁ' oﬂ’leers and
Governor Sluysken ‘before agreemg to  the. capltulatwn, _

“As Turder? pomts ot ‘the ailegai:ons of Percival and- de ' 1a
Thombe that thé  Diitch™ tfoops Becdnde 'so- éérised with  the
“betrayal” that .they attacked the. Governor's House is again
msubstantlal There s somnie- support for Percrvais and de Ia
Thombes allegatmns of connivance from Md_]OI' Agnew vitio wrote
that from his talks with van Angelbeek he had the j
that the Governor might surrender Colombo whenever a resp'ec’table
Foglish Force  appéars agdinst it, bitt that van Angelbeek had to
be assured: of . protection from - witheut as -he was unable. to
counteract . the' opposition. -ef the ma.Jonty of hls Council.3
However, this - observation i not borne out by, the Council
proceedings. . ... o

it tie -'ci“egatren oF lﬁdlselplmé and' At thers wér

i€ niady Shpporters
of the Jacobit Paity in tite Diiteh" Settlémetit: Coloel de Meuton
who Wwis§: rritrmately corinetted” with' the last days. of the Dutch

. W.0. Papers l- 362, Stuart to Dundés, d1s Februel‘iy, 1796

2. Turoer L.B.J., “Collected papers on lhe Hlst:uy of the Maritifie Provme’as
& Ceilo)- 1795 1805 . B T

- Eleftior Papersy- 2141

Compgny and the Batavran Repubhc ¢oil

© ey "E:e
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rule in Ceylon reported that the gdruson was * divided into vro!ent
fact:ons » and fié repreSented {he Jacobin Party to b « pumerous

observmg that if they aimed “at the Goveriiment .they, might put
van Angelbeek t6 dedth and; i that  évehit;- ffom. despait defend
the’ place ‘to thé [ast, < But: ‘this- is not: very probable . as all the
Malay troops are eatirély devoted to the persor of the Governer. !
This statemént ‘throws further doubt on Percival’s account that _ghe
Ma]ays joined in the attack. on the GovernOrs House o

The suggestlon of mcrprent md:selplme s supported by the fact
thataSecret Resolutmn2 of ' thé 10th February, 1796, appointed a
Mriltary tnbunal to ‘deal” Wil misdémédnours of fhe. native troops
in Colombo and also arranged for the constitation of a . similar
trlbunal to try the European Hlllf[d]‘}’ ‘should it happen that the

and the same offence.”

The reasons for the transfer of thé de Meﬁron Réginighit, the
farlure to ﬂre on Brrush shxps and thé inactivity of the Duich
garrison, and fcuiure to defend Negoinbo™ hiuve be€h statéd. - The wider
réasons. given in the Seeret Resolutlons hive’ adequaiely abeotnited
for the surrender T rdpped by the superror Armed forcés of the
British Army. and Navy as well as by a large Siahald A1my thére
was Jiftle else- van Angelbeek could do..

The cap‘ture of the Dutch Settlements in Ceylon by the . British
;I«orces was mamly the Work both' of the British Cdbinet and iite
‘East  India Compdny “Theré were mconc[ﬁsuve fitgotiations at Paris

and  Lille in 1796—97 at Whlch thé Brlti“sh cohirived 6 obtain . the

acqmescenee of the Dutch’ in accepting the pérthansnt trdnsfer of
their. terrrtomes in' Ceylon to the Biitish, THE Putch' Fast India
d' not BE persulided to
agree.? Dundas was determined at ihe réterition’ of Ceylon and he
‘siceedded inr: corwmcmg Pitt to the satie point of view. Subsequently,
the transformatiod and vefy great: improvement of the Brlhsh ‘pdkition

i Tifdis had a eurious’ effect on  Dundas. He came fo belleve that

ritish’ power it Indla was seeure enbugh to re!y on naval supremdcy

¥bid - 224
Cey]on Antrquary, 11, ii, 113, SRR I RS
Mend:s V.L.B. “ThE Adveni'sT ths British' to Ceyibn, 1762 t803” 169-186
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toineet:any future thredt from the French should 1t ever emerge,
«The' determination to keep the maritime refzmns of Ceylon as’ ‘4
Crown Colony weakened- cansiderably. What Dllndds ‘waiited was
consolidation; not expansion, of Brlush power and Wellesleys
imitiatives and ambitions .came to be- v1ewed by ‘Dundas’ ds an
irresponsible and expens;ve overextension of . reservec 1

The former Dutch possess;ons in Ceylon” were ﬁnally ceded
to ‘the British- at. the Peace, of Amiens on the 25th. March,
1802. The. Amiens settlement merely rauﬁed “the" prehm111ary
peace concluded at Lopdon on Ist October, _1801 Dundas opposed
the “treaty-and. resigned ofﬁce Thus the reteﬁ_lon of - Brmsh
‘controt over the maritime reg:ons of Ceylon at the peace of
‘Amiens owed more to Pitt and Lord Grenv1lle, the Torelgn
Seretary, than to Dundas

Pitt? said, in November 1801, in the House of Commons
of 4his aCQUISIhOﬂ that it was . ““to us the most’ valuabte colonial
possession on, the globe as giving 10 ‘otit Indian Empire-a
security whlch it had not emoyed hor’ri'its first ‘éstablishment.”
‘The secunty depended part:eularly oif Trincomalee: “The: ﬁnest
and, most advantageous Bfmy in the  whole" ‘of Indid EE
e, _the ‘equal of which is hardly’ known in: » which
a whole ﬂeet may safelv ride and remainin transquillity,”® Admiral
Nelson regarded it as the best harbour in the world. Governor
‘Maitland. later called it; “the. Teal key by possessmn of which
alone . you can hold the naval supenornty of India. Tts"mere
geographical posmon if looked at nearly carries perf‘ect convnctton
on .this head. along with it. But when you couple ‘with its
situation: the.. periodical - wmds that’ _biow in thm “country, whet
we . reflect . that no. vessel can sail from" the ‘one “side ‘of “the
Penijnsuia of India-to the other wnhout eommg, neaily m mg‘nt

1. —Bryrm E' “The Marquess “Well nsley Tand Ceylcm 1798: 1803 A Plan_fm
T foperial” Consolidation. *C. Y. H.8. 8111 @ pp-1- 13, o
Adler, C. L iBritainand the Defence of India: The: Qrigins; of thel’roblem,

11798-1815. Journal of Astan-History- Yoli-1 (1), 1972... See; also “A History
of Sri Lanka™ by Prof. K. M. de Silva (London C Hurst & Co and Delki,

Oxford University Press) pp. 185-6.

Annual Register, 1802 - 31. o o »

- Turner, “Codlected Papers on the Hmory of 1he ‘Maiitime Pro ':nees of
Ceylon™ - 38. Lo
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of it ain | i
» not a doubt can remain in the mind of any considerate

man that it is the sole point in India that can enable you to enjoy

the full benefit you ought to derive from your Naval power in

this Country.””!

Thus in these candid observations the British revealed, after

the capture of Ceylon, their predominant thesis for the invasion

and capture of the Dutch Settlements in Ceylon

1.

Colontal Office Papers, 54 - 22, Maitland to Windham, 20th September, 1806



SUMMARIES OF THE PROCEEDINGS OF THE SECRET WAR
COMBMITITEE OF THE DUTCH PQOLITICAL COUNCIL Of
CEYLON DURING THE WAR WITH KANDY 1762 — 1766

( Continued from Vei. LVI — LVIII DBRUJ}

INTRODUCTION
BY
9. A, W, MorTar (Retired Asst. Archivist)

THE Minutes of the "“Seoret Committes’ of the Duteh Politieal
Council of Ceylon contain a complete record of the secret diseussions
which guided the policy and plans adopied by the Dutch in the
later stages of their carnpsigns during the War against the Kingdom
of Kandy {ram 1762 to 1766, aund the prolonged peaee talke whick
culminated in the Treaty of 1ldth February 1766 (1)

A treatime on this War, chiefly based on the documents in the
Rijks-Archief at the Hague, has been published in Duteh ag a thesis
by W. Ywier under the title “Het verdrag van 1766 tusschen de
Q. 1. Compagnie en den vorst van Kandi'.

The wealth of detailed information on thig subject contained in
the series of “Secret Minutes' in the Dufch records in the Ceylon
Government Archives wag not, however, made available to the public
in Bnelish translations until very recently, when the contents of one
volume of the proesedings of the Duich Seceves Council dealing with
the events leading to the War and the earlier stages of it,
covering the peviod January to Noverinber 1762, were publizhed in
the Dubeh, with an KEnglish translation of the same, hy Mr. J. H.
0. Paulusz, retired Govermment Arvchivist, in August 19584,

Sinee then, Fnglish transiations of the five subsequent volumes{?) of
the Duteh text, conbaining the discussions of the “Hecret Commibies
{a Privy Council specially appointed to deal with the War against Kandy)
(s} were, ab the instance of Government, undertaken by Mr. K. Reimers
retired {iovernment Archivist; and the work on four of these has already
been complated, eovering the proceedings at the Sessions of the ‘Secres
Committes’ from &th October 1762 to the 20th of December, 1765,

1. Copies of this Treaty in Dutch are filed in several volumes of the Dutch records
in the Ceyion Government Archives. (Nos. 3344, 2444, 2448 ect) An
Englishy transiation appears in the ‘Orientalist’, Vol 3., page 113

2, Ceylon Government Archives, Dutch records, Nos. 4864-4868.
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These translations, with the Duteh text in typescript, were deposited
by the translator at the Government Archiver monthly as they wers
prepared by him, with & view to their publication as each volame was
completed. Your of the five volumes were ready for the Press since 1954,
For some unknown reason, however, the work of publishing them was
never undertaken, and the useful work done by Mr. Reimers in this
connection has not yetseen the light of day, and has lain in the repositores
of the Archives, ag it were, “hidden under a bughel”.

Having worked on these reeords racently since my refirement from
the publiec service, I find that these translations are most useful for a
detailed study of the delicate and intricate circumstances eonnected
with the strategy and policy adopted by the Dufch in the conduet of theix
campalgns during the war, The translations, at least, are fully worth the
trouble of publishing in 1010 Owing to the need for economy in printing,
however I have endeavoursd to condense them in the form of hrief
summaries of the proceedings of the Duteh War Counecil, setting ous
the main trends of the mind of the Dubeh Administrators and fhe
mobives underlying their plang and actioms during the progress of the
War. Translations of the more interesting and important phases of
the discussions have, however, heen cuoted in full, in order to convey
more-fully the precise motives and prineciples followed by the Dubch
Administrators in their relations with the Kandyan monarch and the
dignitaries of his Court and his subjects.

T am sure thab if Mr. Reimers were alive today it would have afforded
some measure of satisfaction to him as author of these translations to
find that his work has been made available to the public even iu this
abridged form.

FURTHER EXPLANATORY NOTE BY THE EDITOR

The dominion which Holland had aequired over coastal Ceylon
proved to be an inheribance of ill-will. Rajasinha, their Kandyan ally
had, in his eagerness to get rid of the Portuguese, promised more than
he couid perform. Holland took advantage of if. Whereas the Kandyan
King contended that he had been swindled out of hig territory, the
Hollandders and © “Moet the charges of the war and we will svacnate
the forts when you please”. I5 may well be that van Diemen, who wrote
as much to the king on the 26th of September 1640, would not
have been so free in hig offers had he not been certain the king
eould not meet their claims!

DUTCH BURGHER UNLON a8

The Dufeh showed no lust for further conguest after the expulsion
of the Portuguese. Their milibary policy was purely precautionary
and defensive, and the Jupreme Government at Batavia all along urged
the maintenance of peace with the Kandyan monarch—at all costs.
Tn 1761 the strained relations between the Dutich in Ceylon and the
Kandyan King led to open war, The aggressive policy of the Duich
Governor, Bavron van Fek, who arrived in Colombo on November
11th 1762, euiminated in an invasion of Kandy.

The expeditionary force had been mustered at Negombo. Van Hek
lett Colombo on January 13th, 1765, took ecommand of the foree, moved
to Kurunegala, and proceeding thence via the Galagedera Pass, reached
Katugastota on February the 16th, Kandy was oeccupied and the Royal
Palace looted on the 1Uth, the king of Kandy having retreated to his
hill-strongholds off Hanguranketa. On March the 4th, van Hek lelt
Kandy taking with him some booty. He reached Colombo in six days.
In the minutes of the Secret Couneil, 1764 (March 23rd) he ig shown to
be “abgent through sickness”. Aecording to his tombstone in the
Wolvendaal Chureh he died nine days later on the lst of April.

The primitive raids and encounters between the Duteh and Sinhalese
forces which led finally to open warfare and eulminated in the pence
Trenby of 1766, form the- main theme of the translated minutes. The
early British attempts to get a foot-held in the country are also
oceasionally referred to.

1. The following quotation from Mr. J. H. O. Paulusz’s introduction to his work
describes the arduous functions of the ‘Secret War Committee” of the Dilli:il
and the weaith of the exasting information contained in the record of their
deiiberations,

“These Privy Council records contain the essence of all that wassaid and decreed
~ by members while they wrestled with hardest problems:—scandals in the

administration ; how far to lay impious hands on the fwudal and caste systems ;

whether to hang rebel leaders or gag them, and give their followers a free pardon

or a whiff of grape shot; what pairs of eves and ears it would be profitable

to use at Kandy and what animosities to whet ; whether to brandish the olive-
~ brancn or the sword,

At these confidential meetings the despatches and adv:ces which c¢alled for
executive action were tabled and read out; the arpuments for and against a
suggesied solution were marshalled and weighed: and the over riding reasons
whichi clinched the final decision were set out in detail. Thus, all the inner
workings of the Government mind and the motives underlying its actions were
clearly revealed. Wot only can actuasl events bz studied but also groundless
fears and imminent contingencies which in practice failed to come (o ahsad
but yet governed daily action. Apart from seiting down the political and
- -military designs of the central anihority, these minutes also embody reports
- - from secret servics agents and diplomalic envoys, tales of escaped prisoners,
" petitions from humble villagers and even parables by Sinhalese Dissavas, whzch
gave vivid pictures of the habits and social life of the people.””
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SUMMARY OF THE MINUTES OF THE SECRET COMMITTEE
OF THE DUTCH POLITICAL COUNCIL IN CEYLON
1762 - 1766

343  22nd December 1764

This meeting is specially summeoned to sign the lebter to ba
sent to Batavia approved at the last meeting.

345 26th December 1764

The Governor tables a letter raceived from Mr. van Damast
Timberger from Mergui in whieh he says “that the Roman
Oatholic Priest {Tather Manuel). who had left this together
with the said van Damast, since his arvival there on the 6th
December last year had continually enconraged Damast with
346  the hope that ths said Prince together with his son would
coms here, and, in order to make this appear probable, had
recourse to various false pretexts and deliberate falsehocds Fill
he, pereeiving that the said Duamast began to be more and
more suspieious had finally made his escape and gone over io
» Portuguese Captain who happened to be there in a private
347 ship, and again sssumed the monk's cowl, that the said van
Damast after firss inguiving and discovering from the Siamese
Governor and Viceroy of Tennasserim, through a cortain
Armeninn  who acted as intermediary between strangers and
the Clovernor and Viesroy of Tennasserim, had lesyned that the
Prince was ab the last-named place hut was kept nnder such
atrict surveillance that finding it was nob possible to see, sbill
less to speak to Fis Highness, he had decided to address the
Vieeroy himself with vegard fo his Commission and thas this
had the result that the latter had not only given him a
favourable hearing but had also expressed his willingness to
help to bring the matter to a favourable conclusion, and that
he Damast ab the advies of that Regent had addressed a letter
supported by his recommendations to the Court of Siam regarding
348  the object of his Commission and was now awaiting the result,”

The Dissava Bauert reports that the Dissava of the Three &

Tour Korales had informed him verbally “that the Ministers

could not send Ambassadors to Sitawaka as that was something

new and some guile lurked behind it, but that they still abided
849 by their proposal to send Ambassadors to Colombo”.

350

351

355
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It is theraupon resolved that “although the attibtude oi the
Court again showed its unwillingness to econclude peace aceording
to our inbtentions, and its specious abttempls in every way io
keep us preccenpied or to relax our attention from our preparations
for war, and we might very well aeccordingly be sure in
sdvance that this Hmbassy will conclude without any resuls
being obtained thereby : however, in order to give the King
and his Ministers full measure in every respect and to deprive
them of all excuses for their deceitful practices, it was decided
that their Ambassadors could every well be received here and
their object demonstrated”, and a reply iz sent to the Dissava
of the Thres & Four Korales accordingly,

And it is further vesolved that the Hom. Lieut-Colonsl Feber
and the said Dissava should leave as soon as possible for the
army in order to lose no time in making the final preparations
for the campaign and to be prepared, in the absence of a fireaty,
to attack the ememy with vigour as soon as the roads might
permit and to foree a peace by might of arms, and:in the
meantime, also to keep our eyes fixed on the hitherto uncertain
ontcome of this important Commission of van Damast, the
success of which (May CGod grant it) would be of the utmost
importance to the Company”,

30th December 1764

The Governor informs the mesting that “he had had the
movernents of the Kandyan Arvmy in the Seven Korales under
the superior eommand of the Adigar followed uwp by trust-
worthy natives and that, at the beginniug of this roonth, he
had received information from various spies that it was posted
beside the mountains of Ettamnby in o formidable entrenchment
of batteries which ware secured on both sides by breastworks,
and that the Commander of the army had assured the King
that he would mainsain himself in the said stroughold or Aght
to the death” ; and measures are taken fo counter any reported
attacks by the Kandyans against Chilaw.

The (tovernor tables his correspondenea with Major Bodenschasz
of Chilaw, and if is decided “to atback the enemy in five or
six daye' fime, and accordingly before the departure of Hisg
Yxcellency, from the direction of Chilaw, by the said Bodenschatz,
and simuifanecusly from Gonawile from two or three directions
by as many detachinents as mavy he considered necessary to
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fall on them from all sides, and to instruet the Hen, Lieunt-Colonel
TFeber, whe will leave this on the day affer tomorrow for the
main force, and the Dissava Bauert who is already there, to
fix with the said Bodenschatz by letier the exact time for the
attack and accordingly to earry it out simultaneously from
all divections’.

The Governor informs the meeting that “after repeated exami-
nztion of Moors and Sinhaless who were acguainted with the
locality, ha had diseovered among othsr things, regarding the
approaches $o Kandia, that an advance was poseible as far as
Narospe, » place situated above Kornagalle in the route of march
of the main foree, and indeed to Weewede, through the
Hapitigarn Korale vian Allauw  along the limits of the Four
Korales, and thereafter through the mountains of Ketta, and
alter much thought had come to the conclusion that if a
flying-column would advance shout the same time as the main
force advaneing from Wisenawe to Kornagale, the retreat of
the enemy, if, as was very likely, they would make a stand
at, Kornagale, could be cut off {rom the pass of Balane by
the flying-column, also that His Excellencv considered that the
Senior Captain-Lieutenant Maurer with his Company of Marinas
and a few Companies of Malays should bhe employed for the
purpese, but that its ftrue object should he Lept secret and
that it should be given out that this detachment was intended
only to observe the enemy in the Three and Four Korales
and to cover the advance of the main foree against them,
and that it should remain enmcamped at Allauw £l $he main
forece was ready to cross the range of Gaslkandouwla Kandy:
and afber full deliberation, seeing that the line of march which
that detachmens would take, according to the statement of
the natives, could bring it through the range Tast of Wisenawe
to Wewedde aforesnid and that it wonld be in a position
asceordingly to eommand the pass of Ballane, it wags decided
fully fo approve the proposal of His Hxecellsney”.

It is also unanimously decided to promise their liberty to all
slaves who would accompany the expedition on condition that
they faithfully performed all the dubies imposed on them.:

On the Governor's proposal it is also decided o select the
begt from the condemned Haztern crimninals to serve as coolies
during the war, on payment of | vizdollar and 30 tha: of rice
per month,

13

14
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4th January 1765

Is is decided to accept the offer to supply lascarins made by
the Korala of Kattocene. Mudaliyar Dassenaike is %o proceed
with the lascaring over the Walawe ba oceupy the district of
Panua and tho salt pans theve.

Mudaliyar Ilangakoon s to inform the people in the King's
terrifory by olas distributed among them thas the war was
brought about by the present Malabar King and his Malabar
Ministers, and that no harm will bhefall the Srue inhabitants
of the eountry, and that the Company intends to replace the
Malabar Nayakkar by one of sheir own people.

Tammoderum Paulle is to be warned against giving any support
to the Kardyans. Mr. Keuneman is instructed to flatter him
and kesp him in good humour with inducements such as
participation in the next Pearl Fishery at Arippo ete,

1ith Janury 1765

Lieut. Jean Trancois Grenier is paid 150 rixdollars ss ve-
imbursement of the expenses of hig journey %o Cochin and
Cannanoor to recruit Sapoys.

The further latter to the Batavien Government is approved
and signed. Certain arrangements regarding the expedition to
the Walawe suggested by the Matara Dissava Mr. de Ly
are turned down others approved, ‘

22nd January 1765

The Mabtara Dissava reporis the Kovala of Qattoene had suceceded
in taking offective possession of one of the Gravese of the
Colonna Korale. 'The Dissava i authorised to give him all
asgistance at his digeretion with fhe troops ebe, at his disposal
for further atsacks on that side as his suceess could more or
less contribute to make the Kandyan Court somewhat alarmed.
He is, however, warned against advancing $oo far into the
King's territory and againgt allowing any oufrages to be
committed against the inhabitanst and against the desecration
of any btemples and sanctuavies, go that the subjects might
realise the difference between the Compeny’s Government and
that of the King's “as that is always observed whenevar
conquesls by force are hrought under cur rule and should all
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the more be cbserved in circumetances suech as these where a
digtrict which offers submission on its own initintive ocoupied
by us”, and that he should report everything for the Governor's
approval.

13th March 1765

The Governor tabled the Seeret instruections left by bhim for
the guidanee of Marten Rein, Commander Eleet of Kandia,
prior to his deparfure frem Kandia, for the conduet of State
and Military affairs, as follows:-

“Before my departure from here, it was my desire to leave
behind thess short instyueckions for you gnidance in this
difficult administration $o which Your Honour has been sppointed.
You must now however espect an elaborate memorandum of
instructions which they should be according to custom, bub
only my considerations regarding some important points. For
slthough, in these cirumstances, a similar document could be
of greater service as ‘most of those which have heen drawn
up 8t & change of administration in Governments which have
funectioned for many years, and so forth. Your Honour car
however sasily conceive that T have had uneither the time nor
the opportunity for prepering such an exhaustive docurnent amid
the din of weapons and sach s continual porplexity of various duties
whieh at such a titme as the present are unavoidable and can
better be imagined than described,

The reasons why we must be in oceupation of the Capital of
this Kingdom are known §o Your Honour, and ab the same
time it iz very important that our ubtmost eofferts should be
divected to atbtain their objeet, for this appears to be the only
meang for foreing the obstinate Court to come to terms.

The experisnce which your presence in whis Island for many
vears and your various appointments bosh civil and military
have givenn Yowr Flonour, and still mmore, your, happy disposibion
for an ordered Government which [ have always poreeived in
Your Honour, vour characber and your quickness of decision
and action: all this makes me hope that Your Hounour, before
others, will attain this great object. In order to make the
snme possible annd to facilitate 16, I, sinece my presence here
and even hefore that, have made every effort and particularly

g
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provided for food and = ammunition for the garrison, without
a suffieient supply of Wh:ch it goes without saying that our
project would not be practicable, Y] from the latter half of
the coming April the rainy season would make it impossible
at least for four or five months, and, during the intarval, it
would be ‘but with difficulty that important transports could

. ~be got through  during the -montks of August and Sgap_t;ember.

Accordingly, I have had paddy and salt _coliectéﬁ daity from
the neighbouring villages and hamlets hy as many people as

T have been able ko bring together. The gupply of the former
~today is already ‘more than 12,000 parras, which yield 6,000

of rice, and is deily increasing, and -there -is sufficient salt
hore for a yem

011 too, could be found here in plenty a.nd could ‘be pressed.
‘Arrack, which is indispengable for the Euvopean military, it
wag  not possible.to bring here in sufficient gquantity, but there

e . hopes - of .devising ways and means for installing stille
both here. and at Weewedde,

‘In addition %o the supply of aminunition which js fairly

considerable, T have mccording to & sbaternent prepated by

~*Captain Lieutenant of the Artillery dé Ridder, sent for everything

that ‘i’ ‘congidered necessary for the garrtsen forayea.r. The

' Ilst a.ccompa.mes this.

For its tmnspoxt I have sent a.ll the K&modJES and 200 coolies
fo- Gonawile, and on my reburn journey {(from Kandia) ;I shall
take all preeautions for its safe conveysnce; and,. in addition,
I have already written by circular to the Commanders of the

field-posts that hetwesn both of them they should ecover the
‘branaporbs with Btrong datachments.

It Your Honou: Tegeives this ralief, T tmst thab Your Honour
‘w111 be maposszn, Wlﬁh&garrmon which I would estimate

oab 1200 but moay leava to you discretion, to be able to meintain
. yourself agamaﬁ the enemy till the rainy season and the conditions

of the roads perml'ﬂﬁed the rasump’c:on of the operatlons with

. ranewed v1gou1

-For this it g ohJeﬁy necessary bhmt the collecbmn of paddy
should be. cavried ocut with all diligence, and aw many cattle

a8 possible. driven .together and secured ab your field-posts, so
that flesh could be served up to the Eumpea.n mlhta,ry ab leant
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twice weekly; and in no lesser degres paust the distilling of
arrack be continued, for which I have already seleeted various
Javanese and other matives who understand tapping for toddy

‘and who already are actually busy.

A moderate use of vinegar is good for the -health of the men,
and that, too, can be made here in proportion io its demand,
but with regard to the ammunition without which asll those
things would be useless or inadequate for the abtainment of
our object, nothing more ean be done for inereasing the supply
by any expedient, and it smhould - thervefore be wused wish the

greatest economy. '

And as it is believed that the enemy perceiving thab it is our
intention to maintain ourselves hers would make every effort
to drive Your Honour away, I have also fully considered as
to what would he the most effective measures to frustrate
them without the expendifure of too mueh ammunition and
without exhausting the troops too much: and ‘I now stakte those
views . here below nof so much as to bind Your Honour to
adopt them nas orders regarding so delicate, snd, by reagon of
the numérous exoeptions which can acompany them, difficult =
matter to be previously determined, but Whic_h'should' always

" be left tothe personal discretion of a Commander, and besides,

which I ean entrust with the greatest confidence to Your
Honour, but only to draw vour sabtention to them in order
that they nmiay be made such use of as Your Honour may
consider necessary. :

The King together with his Court had fled to the mountains
of QOeva and first to Hanguranketta, I have had him iollowed
to that place and the palace that he had there burned.
Where he subsequent!y is, I have not yet been able to discover
in spite of all Inquiries, but his army, or a portion of ij, is
maintsining itself some hours’ distance from this place in the
direction of Oeva in the mountains, On the 2nd of this month,
one of our commmandos encountered them and a skirmishk resulted
whereby some of our npatives were wounded. I therefore think
shat Hizs Majesty should be left unmolested in his hiding-places,
for it sometimes costs us more or less men and slways mueh
powder and ball, and is also in vain as he can always excape
us by flight. :
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On the other hand, should the enemy appreach your posts
~and attempt to lurk “too clase by, they wust immediately

be attacked and no time he given them io establish
gelves there,

them-

In this connection it would be a - great. advantage if Yéur
Honcur, as soon ag the weabher and roads are dry, patrolled

©the swrrounding country at an hour or an hour-and-a-half’s

distance from this place, partly as officers and men could eome

©, %o know the terrain where today or tomorrw they musk

manoeuvre, and partly bhecause the enemy. would all the mora
be prevented from venturing too cloge.

Howevea-r, if in spite of all this it should happen that they
ca..me‘ within range of Your Honour's cannon, [ have had the
principal spprosches commanded by batteries and . placed thera

© %he camnon, which were taken here, {or so far as they had

- carriages, and as there are a supply of heavy and dry wood

snd iron in abundance, Your Honour could have carriages made

.-for ‘gome pieces, There aro sufficient gunners at hand here to

fo maintain good order and similar elementary
.. which it is presumed are implanied in all servants, even those

men . your arbillery  in ease of need. Tha outhuildings of the
pfxlace,' both on the North side as wall ag behind .it, which
hinder the defence on that side and are conveniently situated
for a purprise attack by the enemy, must be demolighed and
_clea..red away, all the more as without them ample accomm-
dation can be found in this exténsive palace for the men and
the entire equipmens. ‘

The giving of the usual recommendations to be on your guard
]
instructions,

of average standing, and lesst of all should be - given to a
ruler, I would dispose of, all the more as I am convineed

of Your Honour's prudence, skill and vigilance, and if Your
: .H.onour. lfnows how to add thereby the art of maintaining the
~good spirits and courage of the men, T have no doubt whatever

but that Your Hdnour will  surmount all difficultiss,

B'ub if Y'our Honour through unforeseen and insurmountahle
adverse cireumstances ghould be forced to leave Kandia before
help oould reach you from Colombe, I think that the retreat
to Colombo should he attompied through the Four Korales,
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and preferably by . that voute; as, as soon as. the weather and

roads will permit, in the. months of August and September,
T intend to attack. .the Four Kerales and force a shorbtey route to
Kandy .

Therefore Your Honour musé immediately send out a debachment
of about 62 or 70 Europeans and 300 Javanege and. Sepoys

- to reconnoitre closely tho ordinary passage over the so famous
-mountains of Ballane and to give a circumstantial, clear and

complete description of it in writing; and for t_ha.f_s‘ exploit
I recommend Lieutenanis van Hounold and qufh.a.r&, 'the
latter of whom is also known to have a knowledge Qf eng}peer1ng;
and the latter hias been distinguised for his military -knowl.ed[ge,
ig ingenious and bold in an undertaking and fortunate in ite
a,ccomplislhment.

I have salready mentioned en passant that 1 leave ii:”t:o Your
Honour to decide what the gtrength of the g@rrison‘ should
be: 1 however recommend to Your -Honour in a matter of such
extreme importance, among the Huropeans, the Jager Corps,
whose officers by their good conduet and outstanding services
deserve much praise and regard,; the Marines who have- distingni-
shod themselves not a little by their pzmrticula.r.bmfary and
whose Commander Ceptain-Lientenant Maurer is" an excellent
soldier | ‘among the Malays, the Companies of Mondoe And Ahoe

" vwhieh have also excelled ; but Your Honour 'should nqt‘, conelude
“that the other officers and eompanies were in any way inferior :

all of them deserve honourable testimony,.bul those mentioned
above had found move favourable. _opportunity to gli_sp‘ll_ay their

 merits in n better light.

After digenssing ‘everything further with Colonel’ Tebsr who for
that purpose remains here for some time longer, -His  Honour
must mareh to Colombo with - the men whom Youtr Honour
«can spare. With him there. must alse. leave for Colombe
Lieut-Engineer Kuhn whe is .now engaged in preparing a plan
of the palace and the toww, bui if. Your Honour considers
that_he could be of further service, he must stay. behind, and
the Aplan should be sent by the eaid "Qolonei.,

In r‘nﬂ‘er .to.-ma.ina.t_ix;: c‘oputn'mn;'ca.tion,‘ I-“Sha.ll_‘ for .the present

" allow the field-posts. to remain and discuss with -Your. Honour,

whom 1 expeet to meet on the_‘_wa.jr,:as_ to whather it would
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also be possible to continue the posts of Wewedde and Wisename
during the rainy season, although I can see great difficulty
in doing so, partieularly as thess posts could not very wall
be supplied with necessaries,

But whether this can be done or not, Your Honour mustrely
on yourself, and if it was highly important to have any messages
sent to me and if there wers no other means at hand, the
last expedient should be for a resolute detachment to force ite
way through the Four Korales.

Bub T trust that extreme measure will not arige, for hesides
the fact that I place implicit confidence in Your Honour,
I leave you an army from whose integrity the gremtest advantags
could be expected with good reason on aceount of the excellent
-proofs given in this glorious expedition, and as at the head
of the same there ars two such staff-officers as Their Honours
the senior Majors Frankena and Duflo, whom I have appointed
to -that rank owing to the continued iliness of Majors Medeler
and de Reder, and regarding whom, for Your Honour's information
and peace of mind, I would add further that ¥is Honour

_ Frankena is a msan of resolution and courage who at every

oi)portunity has shown that he fully understands his maetisr,
hie dispositions are well thought out and bear witness to
his experiencs; and His Honour Dufle, till so far Captain
of the French fres-Company, has since the beginning of this
war been with his Company in the field where the flghting
was hottest: Mature, Puttlam and Gonawile testify to
this, and the last place in particular which was captured last
yoar and whieh has been of great advantage to usas it has
sccommodated us as the general magazine for the army. In
this campaign, with a handful of men, he maintained himsslf
wgaingt the whole might of the Keandyans. To his personal
merits I have a.ddeds.politica.! motive for his promotion.

The capitulation of the ahove-mentioned Free-Company has
expired ; their nation has re-established itzelf on the Conat and
the men request thejr discharge; but the services of this amall
troop have led me to expect similar -advantages in the future,
and by promcting him as Major, Lieut. de Grand as Captain-
Lientenant and Ensign Leuwendnel zs Lieutenant, the whole

Company with a few exceptions ig willing to come to terms and
enter our regular servlece.
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I have had the less objection in this ecase, the appointment
of a Staff-Officer being ahsolutely necessary, to let my choice
fall on him before others a8 he ig of the Reformed Religion.
Your Honour will discover in time that they have deserved
their promotions, regarding which I have entered inte communi-
eation with the Supreme Indian Government for its approval.

here,

seeing that the Kandyans had broken off the peace mnegotiations,
I had taken the opnortuniby of giving them a fresh inducemens

to renew them by a letter despatiched o the Ministers of State,
a copy of which a ccompanies this, and in order that Your Honour
: are which 1 have proposed
to them 1 also add hereby a copy of the same.

Fln&lly, .[ also leave for Your Honour's considerabion a file of
all the important papers velating to these dis-orders, which the
Secretary, van Angelbeek, had collected for his use in this

- expedition. They include the pertinent matbter relating to what was
- transacted at our meetings since the year 1761 between ourselves

- and our Superiors and ourselves and the Court.

28
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economy, Your Honcur nseds no
instructions and I sccordingly eut short this document, wishing
Your Honour the blessing and aid of God Almighty, for the
good of the Company and your own honour,. (Signed at the
Headquarters of Kandia. .4th March 1765). Read also the
minute of an ola letter written by the Governor before his
departure from Kandy to the colleciive Ministers of the Court as
follows : '

“The demands of the Company are” knewn to Your Honours
. and were declared 5o the T.ords Ambassadors, among others

in my army which was posted over the Maha,veh Ganga,

 The Lords Dissavas of Oeva. and Oeda.pa.la,ta, appeared two daye

fater before me in my army and requested that I should waive
from those demands in particolat the chaim for' the Wanny
of Nogoere hecause ~one of their most celebrated temples

‘stood there, also of some other districts and the costs of the war.

I had them told that as bhey had' brought no credentmls from
the king, I eculd not treat with tham, and ag I saw that no
credentials had been gent, 1 merely requesfied that the Lorde
Ministers might remain at Kandia, when I would come te
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them and negotiate with them regarding the said cl‘ait‘n's. But
up to now none of the Lords Ministers of the Court bhave

appeared, so that I must conclude that a proper report had

not been made to Ilis Majesty, and I now furthermo;re have

‘had this addressed to Your Hanours, for the last time, afnica.bly

t¢ know whether Your Honours are in earnest to make peace

- ot nok. If yes! thén I shall completely waive the claims for
© Nogoere and the costs of the war,
* to-the Dissava of Qedepalata, and I am also agreeable, oug
- of love for peace, to waive -something from the claim’s made
'+ hefore this to the

which has also been told

inland provinces and amicably t0 treat
regarding this with His Majesty’s Ambassadors provided they
brought with them signed credentials from His Majesty.

- Bhould Your Honour's taks this into eammest consideratien, i%
“would be a good hh[ng :

) And 48, on my return journey’ to Colombo I have norrma,te&
“and appointed the nghb Honourable Marten, Rein as Commander

of Kandia in order to cecupy with the srmy the Capital of the
: _ Your
Honours eould address him at Kandia or me at Colombo, In the

- Duteh - Army at the Capital Keandia, the 3rd of Mareh 1765."

Recruitment by Governor van Teylingen of Coromandel of a

- French. Corps under the command of Capisin Huogel (mogtly’

composed of Germans) and .their arrival in Colomb.: It is
intended to use them for the next expedition in July:f August.

'27th March 1765

" The Go{fernor being ili and too W_ea'k to zjo.ttend, the méeting,
‘the Secretary produces the following proposifion in writing by

the Governor dated 26th March 1765 —

“My - illness prevents me form  attending this mesbing in
person, and my present debility denies mwe the hops of having
suffieient strength to do so in the next few daye; and seeing

: ' the fime is too short to delay any longer our deliberations

regarding  what should be done by the Company after the

-eonquest of Ka,ndm., in order to improve its state here and to
.- place.it on the most solid foundabion:

as I have an expedient

“. at hand to give you which after the approval of the Supreme

. Government of Netherlands India would: require some months
- to. put inbo . effect:
~inform Your Honours for your consideration of my refleetions

so have I by these presents wished to

and suggestions.
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The prssent government and constitution of the state of Kandia
is as disordered and unstable as can be imagined. The King
is a Prince of little ability, not so well versed in the affairs
of the country and very indolent and reckless by nature,
listens in all matters to his Malabar relations who surround
him who are keen on the trade in Ceylon products; and as
regards affairs of State is ruled by his Ministers, each of whom
pursues his own interests; and should the Royal authority be
in gome way active, it is by misuse and in the hands of his
Ministers who sesk to dieplace one or another of their colleagues
out of their posts and to appoint others in their place. It can
eanily be conceivad that the Company has little hope of entering
into a lasting peace with such a weak and vacilinting Government,
which, although the King himself heartily desires it, he has
not sufficient power to conclude against the wishes of one or
another of his Ministers; also even if peace might be coneluded,
its maintenance would depend more on the caprice and pleasure
of one or another of bis Ministers than on the King bimseli,
beoause his Malabar following and his Ministers would oppose
s peace where by the former would be dopriimd of any hope
of participating in the Ceylon trade, and the latter of the

Provinces under their authority which they would have to resign

to the Company.

I am therefore of opinion that it would be to the best interests
of the Company if the King's Government in this Island eould

. entirely. be overthrown, of if the present Malabar King could

be replaced by anosher who was not hampered by a following
of such harmful and mercenary relations and at the same time
know how to restrmin his ministers, and with whom a lasting
peace could be conelnded.

It ie possible to carry both propositions into effect now that we
have ocoupied Kandia, '

For the former, the war should be centinued with vigour and
in the coming months of August and September the Four
Korales or some other parts of the low-country ccoupied, and
when the dry season again comes that we should go in pursuit
of the King into his hiding-places, for which an expedition
from Batticaloa over Bintenne would be very expeditious :
but in order to carry this out with energy, we should now
obfain two battalions of Malays from Batavia s early as
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possible and raise an additional 1000 eoolies in Coromandel.
The l!atter iz %o make still another atiempt te place tha
gaid Prinee of Siam on the throne. The fatal invagion of
the Peguaness had this time presented i

‘We should accordingly send to invite him here, and to send
the Commissioner of the Arecanut Department, Willem van
Damast ILimberger, who having once been employed in bhis
affaiv has a knowledge of all the necessary qualifieations,
togather with the Amernian who wecompanied him hers from
Mergi and is known to the Siamese Court, direct from heore
to Sinm or Juddia to invite the said Prince, or, if bhab
eould not be done, another Prince of the Royal family fo
wome bere with him in order to asvend the throne of Kandia.

If thiz plan should succesd, which is very likely, I am of
opinion that he should be given by the Company as a fief,
or if nesd be as Sovereign, the domains of Kandia, Osva,
Matale, Binbenne and other Inland tGervitory; and t&he
low-couniry, particularly the Three and Four Korales, the-
Saffregans Sissavany or at least the Kolonma, Attakalan, and
Mende Korales, the Seven Korales from &he mounkaing of
Kettn as far mn the sen and Novthwards as far as the Chilew
river and all the territory bordering the sea must be bargained
for the Company ss Sovereign. The new King would have
snough to be grateful for to the Company, and the Honourable
Company all in the Island with which it is econcerned, all
$he cinuamon and security in that respect against interference
by any rivals.

This double proposition, should, I think, bs placed most
vespoctfully before Their Bupreme Hxcelleneies as early as
possible for their approval, whils we in the meanfime must
not delay to obtain the said eoolies or Nagapatnam, and tha
with all possible speed in order that they might already be

. available here in the month of August. As regards negotiabions

with the Court, if they might again be resumed, they should
be yprotracted until Their Supreme Excellencies’ approval s
received regarding ovr iwo expedlents,

1 am oo weak to enlarge om this further, but the Secretary,

" with whom I have several times diseussed this scheme while

in the field, ean give you more informaiion regarding my
sentiments and arguments for so far as there might be =any
okther points for consideration by Your Honours’,
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'l‘he Couneil having eonsidered thess proposals appro‘ved of
them and dacided to place therm befores the Batavian Government-
Thay were of the opinion, however, that the former, viz:
the acquisition of soversignty by the Company. was more

_desirable than the latter, ie. the raising o the throns of
. the Biamese Prince, that

“although nothing could be feared
from. the Biamese DPrince, -that he would out of self-interest
and desire for the Company’s profits encroach on the Company’s
rights, as the Simmese, as little as the Kandyons, were
inelined to. and capible of doingfiso; that there were grounds
for - beliaving that he would be able to restrain the Ministers,

-a8 during his presence here in this Kingdom:he knew how

to. avail himsel so- greatly .of the superiority which aceording
to the Kandyans belonged to the sclar dynasty ; nevertheless,

‘that after ke had heen honoured and respected as a King,

indeed although 'he might reckon that he was under obligation
to the Comp:ny for mising' him to the thrdme, we could
not be sure that' his deseendants and sucoessors wonld be in
that frame of mind with respect to ue; s.fnd, in ‘short, iu

‘that eventurlly, that there ecould always he a King who in

i_one way or another econld injure the Company in the

enjoyment’ of* the profits here: wherefore, we should have
nothing to fear if, alter possessirg ourselves of the whole
Kingdom, we apportioned the inland provinces as ﬁeis, or on
heredibary tenhre, among the most dlstmgmshed_ of the
Ministers, who, ,DOw being pettjr rulers from their former
pasition of the King's zlaves and therehy derwmg coneiderable
betterment by this change of Government would be ineclined
through their own interesfis to helpt to establish and maintain,
it, and who at all. events would be powerless to underfake
snything against the Company, provided that we, on our
side, -took eare that those Provinees having once been divided
were not. brought together under one Chiel sither by marriage,
inheritance, alliance or any -other wmeans, for which' little

-shatecraft weould be. nacessary’’.

Meanwhile, it is decided to .proceed with the preparations
for undertaking again the expedition through the Four Korales
a8 soon as the rains abalte, io iecrﬁiﬁ‘"iODO)' é.oo'liés from
Negagatnam for this purpose, and to send Wlllem va,n Damast
Limberger to Juddia on the mmsmn {o bhe hmg of Siam,
mcmnpmmed by ‘the ‘&rmema.n (lolm,xmes Kalus), and to ask
tor two lattalions of 1200 Fustern troops from Batavia.
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P7th April 1765

Letters are received from Major Fredrik Willem Bavon de
Rheder (Commander of Gorawille}] and Lieut, Hounold
(Commander at Wisenawe), and it is decided to send them
assistance of Sepoys and Kuropean trdops to enable them to
advance to Kattegampele ete. and dislodge the Dissavas from
their }1idinrf-places sud demolish the babberies there.

: Zﬂth April 1765

Prepaiuxtions are made for an expechtlon throudh t‘ma Three
and. Wour Korales, as agreed between the late Governor van
Bak wand Mr. Mooyaart, Lord Commander of Kendy, end it is
decided to obbtain the advice of Lieus.: Co. Jan van Wetzel
and Major J. H, Medeler as o what the strength of tha
necessary det'mhment.s would - be for this purpose.

The " principal ohjeck  of the~ expedition = being to open

eommunication with the garrison st Kandy, which, owing to

“the rainy season had to be interrupted by raising the

field-posts  between Wisenawe and that eity, through the
Four Korales as being the shortest way, in order to reiniorce
the garrison and sapply i5 with all necessaries, and Ghak: it
was only of secondary importance to oseupy that Frovines

“for wo far s that ceuld he done by Their Honours R passant

end without losing sight of the primary object”

The rcute to be taken by the detachment belore 1t joined
that from Kandia should be from Bitawaks as far as the
mouctains of Ballane, & distance of 1§ hours’ ‘mareh, vizx:

- from 8itawaka to -Bouanwelle, 4 ‘hours, from there to

Tdamapane, 5, and from there o Dombegaroepe, 6 honrs,

where the aforpsaid mountains begin.

J. @&, van Angelbeek and Major Medeler ave c.ommis'si‘gned fio
draft &. set of instrostions for promoting good franspory
arrangements of baggage ebe. during the expedition, sueh as

radueing the weight of the barrels “and casks conbaining

gunpowder, ammuniﬁon ‘beer. arrack etc., in ordsr to
fzcilifate and expedxte transport over the hlll'y and <Hifreuls
barrain. :

The promised he]ﬁ by Maha Mudaliym- Iangakoon -of Matara
is to be availed of for requisitioning the .necessary transporf

coolies.
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1t is deoided pot to accept an offer of assistanes of troope
from . the Governor of the Marrue State (Tammoderum Pulie)
a8 they were undisciplined and could not be greatly depended
on;: but Mr. Keuneman, the Resident of Kilkare is to be
asked to see if he could reeruit some Kamatjes at Negapatnam
for service as ecoolies on the -expedition.

Mr. Keuneman from XKilkare reports ‘that he had received a
vorbel message from & person named Moettoe Sjoepa Nareeinga
Andewer, who represented himself $o be a son of Wismela Irrens
Raje Singa, according to him a former King of Kandia, and
requesting that he might be allowed to come to wus to $his
Island, and, with tiweb object, that he might be provided with
some money to discharge bis debts, also that en Keuneman's
requesting Lim. o state his message to him in writing znd
also to address a letter to His Excelleney the Governer, he had
theraupon received 4 olas, or Malabar lstters, which the said
Keunaman hed at the same time forwsrded with request thai
be might be fortifiel by our orders”. Decided te have these
letters translated first by the Predikant in charge of the
Malabar community, the Rev. Willom Ondaabje.

22nd April 1765

The Chie! Administrator produces the irauslations of the three
Malabar ietters from Mosettoe Sjadeappoe Naresinge Andewer
referred to ab the previous meeting, which are addressed:

1. To the Dutch Resident at Kilkare.

To His Fxcellency the Governor at Colombe.
3. To the Interpreter of ithe Gale, Moettos Sjadeappa
' Mudaliyar. ‘

in the letten to the Governor he says: "I am a son of King
Hasje Manie  Baaje Brie Rasinge Maha Rasa. The preeent King
of Kandis and the Sinhalese nobles by writing olas have
persusded the Duteh Company to shoot dead our father-in-law
and brother in the Wanny. After which, having informed the
Kiog of Siam and the people of the five Patius of this and
receiving » reply from the latter that not they but Dubeh
gentlemen had done this, we were informed sinee by the former,
or in fact the priests, in very courteous terms, that efter
wartiing all the Sinhaless inhabitants that they should help to
geb Us on the throne and speakmg to them the msttar had
gons amiss.
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Ii your people would invite us there through five genflemen
under oath and by a signed doeutnent, and furnished -all the

- necessary espenses which will -amouni- to 2‘ ar 3900 rixdollars,

We sghall be prepared o come.

After my arrival, I shall deliver té you in 8 days not only
Kandia but also the King. Be pleased to accept this as an
unquestionable fact, for Your Honour must not mistrust Us
or be in doubt, as We are of the same stock and family as
the present Kandyan King, and our chilaren have wedded with
theirs and We again with theirs. We have at the same time
informed the Residents of Kilkare of this, and were told in
reply that they would write to Colombo and let us know the
answer. If the letter, the authority and the expenses are sent
soon, We shall come immediately. At Nagapatnam there is a

~ house of mine and ene ¢f my brother-in-law’s. There are certain

goods of ours in them, and in order to obmm them We request a
iat,her for the said place

We are also’ ‘sending herewith an ola addressed to the Dissava
of the Three & Four Korales- It should not be made public
but should be given to him in secret together with 2 earpets, 4
tuppetiivas and 1 diamond ring’.

In the letter to the Sadeappes Pulle Mudalivar he says:
“Our Lord and Chief as well as all of us are well and
prospering, and Your Honour must let us know by letter how
you and His Excelleney the Governor are. We have comse to
Kilkare and spoken with the Residents, and were also told in
reply that they would write to Colombo regarding the matter.
Because our Princes in former times had been shot dead by the
Hollanders in the Wanny, we are somewhat afraid, butif a
written authority under oath were sent and we were given
the due respect, honour and presents, we and our people who
are 2 to 300 in number will ecome over. If Your Honour would
at the same time see to the expenses which are required in
such an evenb, we shall listen to Your Honour's advice. Be
so good then to deal with this matter as Your Honour thinks
fit, for we leave the entire burden of these affairs on Your
Honour. An ola is also being sent herewith for the Dissava
of the Three & Four Korales, and after reading the same, Your
Honour must deal with it with the necessary sgerecy.
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‘of them is the
~check the accounts of the exzpenses and wrme to "\.Tngspa,ﬁna.m

_comimunicated to the other members

) posmve mles of the law of nations

EHE-JOURNA L -OF LHE.-
Either Neila Tamby Modliaar or Mardapps Modlianr, whoever
Gomnpany's Tuterpreber must vead- thig ols,

for the goods”.

"After the. reading. of which”; the = Chisf Administrator

) “that the 45h ola, whichwas
found $o be addressed to the Dissava of the Three & Four

- Kovales, h&d hitherto remained unopened as he did not wish

to take it upon himself to bl&d.k its seals without btheir advice,
submibbing at the same time as 6o how it should he dealt

‘ with. . \Vheleupon having cGns:deied the matter and noted that

ﬁhe ola. was arldleseed to the principal Ministers of a Court
with whu,h we wme in oper war and according fo the most
could freely be opened,
while at the sg,me time it was trosted that"'furbher information

could be obtained from’ it: aceordingly it was unanimously

" decided that the said ols should immedintely be opened as the

others, and to mest again this evening in order to make our

- detigions: regarding ite contents and those previously inserted”,
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